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Preface 

This mamsmipt is the pmdud. of tape-recorded interviews conltuctsd 
by Gary L. Maple for the Oral History office on ~cmcbr 15, 1988. 
Margar& Reeder trammibea the tapes and Kay Jdxansen edited the 
transcJript. Mike W a l W  reviewed the transcript. 

Mike W a l t o n ,  Chief of the Springfield mlice Deparhmt, served jn the 
Air Force during the V i m  War. AB a child, his heories am fm 
amcng thewarvetemns who viere m e n b r s  of the m i c a n  Legion and as 
an adult &ef Walton has faught for ths rights of all Wericm 
veterans. H e  finnlybeliwes, "Everybody ozaght to do two years. . . 
for W i c a , l 1  and 'We% gut to take care of our veterans and their 
families who are still with us 

of the oral history rmmir shmld bear in mind that it is a 
transcript of the spokan word, and that the interviewer, narrator and 
editor sought ta preserve the informal, -tiondl style that is 
hherent h such historical sources. saqamm State University is not 
respmsible for the factual a-cy of the nmmir, nor for views 
~ ~ ~ h ;  theseare forthereiderto judge. 

The manuscript m y  be red, quoted ard cited freely. It m y  not be 
~ i n w f i o l e o r  inpartbyanynwans, electrmicormechanical, 
w i t h w t  parmission in writing fmm the Ordl History Office, S q a n m  
State U n i m i t y  , Springfield, 1 llinois 62794-9243. 



MFks Walton, springfield, Illinois, N o v e n b r  15, 1988, 

G a q  L. Maple, Interviewer. 

A: l h a m W r  16, 1948. I was born in Springfield, ~ l l h i s ,  the 
secrmd son of Eugene A. and Gladys Waltw?. I had ons b e ,  he died 
in March of 1988. H i s  name was Ibnald. My p r e n b  are b t h  still 
a l i v e a n d m y f a ~ b a ~ o f W o r l d W a r I I a n d m m .  Imtto 
Hay E;dwards Grade Schnol here in Spr-ielcl, Illhis. I warrt froan 
Hay F&mds Grade ScIrao1 to Grant Junior High Sc;hool, Eraan Grant 
Jid01: High School to Sprhgfield High. Sclhool where I graduzlted in 
1966. I hung arcRlnd Sprsnsfield for apprmdmately a little 1- than 
a year after graduating and I joined the Air Forrse in June of 1967. 

I stayed in Da Nang for one y-. I had I guess the typicslL 
e x p r i m  a e q k d y  had. I didnlt hzwe it as bad as others ami I 



pmbblyhad itworsethanothers. It just depends, DaNangwasmlt 
the worse place in the world to be, it waan4t the best place in the 
world to be, it was a place that i f  14d had a choice I wuuldn4t have 
been there. But I didn't have a & o h .  I didn't much care for Da 
Neuag. 

I did a l i t t l e  bit of mrk while I wis there in my free the. V h t  
little free the they give us I worm with an oqhmge there right 
outside Ih Nang with sgna kids out there. I've got sate pictures at 
hcrrtleofthatof thekidE3thatweweretryirgtohelp. I twasa 
Catholic o-ge run by nuns. 

1stayedinDaNarmgandinAprilof 1 9 6 9 1 t o O k n r y R & ~ i n ~ a i p e i ,  
~aiwan. Stayed there abcRzt six days and m back nrrd a* 
ccmpleting my tour in Da N~IXJ in July of 1969, I cam hem for thirty 
days. I was than reassigned to Ellsworth Air Fame Base, Rapid City, 
sauth Wwh into a &se Iblice Unit which is ELL- differant 
t han thes~cu~ i~1hadmrkeda t I3aNang .  Ispentmylastbmyears 
at Ellmrth arrd I was hwwrably d i d m q a l  in June of 1971. 

When I got OL& of sewice I came ham I went to work first for a 
d a ~ ~ f o r m v e r y a h o r t ~ w h e r e I ~ d l e f t : f r r = a n .  lhenIwent to  
work for Cola as a saleman for -tely one yeax. Abaut 
July of 1971 and until &aut August of 1972 I worked for Coca Cola. 

Upm jo- the aftemam shif t  in ths ~ t p r i r q  of 1973 I also enwolled 
hLinmInlandeL 'ty College using my GI Bmnis. I wwk to 
Lincoln Land in additim to working. I -let& nry t h  at Lincoln 
Iand, on z d  off ard finally cc~npleted it because it was rather 
diff imlt  carrying a full load out there and worm eight and a half 
h o u m a d a y a n d t h e n g o i n g t o ~ a s t h e j & ~ .  Irerained 
m t h e ~ t o e l e h ~ e n s h i ~ a n d ~ y e d m t h e t h r e e ~ e l w a ~  
1979. In Azagust 1979 I ms prmoted to Sergeant and m i n e d  on the 
three to eleven aft as a Sergeant. In April of 1980 I was appinted 
216 a within the Springfield Eolice Depmtm& and at that 
time that was what they called a relief cammder. It meant: that when 
me of the regular shift cmmrdzs, t h a e  is three shifts, the day 
shift, the wmirq dft and the midnight shift, when onta of those 
three were off m their m a r  days off I wmld relieve 
that pemm. 

I m i n e d  there until Jarnzary 1, 1981 when I tack over amnmd of the 
midnipt shift  on the Sprwie ld  Police DBparbnent. I had cammand of 
the rmddght frrran Janua~~ lst, 1981 until June 1981. In June 1981 I 
t m k u v e r ~ o f t h e a ~ s h i f t w k m I ~ ~ u n t i 1  

lst, 1987 I was appointed Chief of the Sprhgfield 
W l i w  D e p r b m t .  



~ m y t i r n e m t h e t h r e e t o e l w m & i f t a r d ~ C h i e e f o f  
Police I have a- Saqamn S t a b  University. 1% a graduate of 
the University of LCrUiENille Southem mlice Institute k b i n i s b t i v e  
Offi- C m r e ,  I have a- ramrercnxs police schools 
the cauntry. For d l e  I w a s  the HazardcKls Materials officer for the 
Springfield -lice d I've received a lot of training in 
hazardous materials the #nartry. I've been ta Florida, 
DWbm, Colorado, KBnsas, lbssomi and Ima on h a z m  maimrials 
trahhq. 'Ihat wasr one of my addit- duties while I was the shift  
cammderontheaftenaoonde. AsIsaidItookoverthe 
Sprinsfield -lice DqmAxmt as Mef of Police on D e c a b r  Ist, 
1987, so I've h e n  in that psit ion for not quite one year. 

IXtrhg all this the, on May 12, 1973 I married rrry presat wife and 
we've beenmarried wer since. It w i l l  som be sixteen years I guess. 
Yes, f i f t een  years we've been married. Soan w i l l  be sixteen. W e  have 
two children. Our first child, Nichnlas, was born Bay 30, 1980 an3 

l i t t l e  girl, m e y ,  born February 10, 1988, SO right n m  
she's abut nine months old. We still reside in the city of caurse, 
cut in the S l m x d  sukiivision. 

1 ~ 2 ~ ~ , ~ e r y a ~ v e i n . t h e ~ i c a n f n r r i r m ~ b e c a u s e o f m y d u t i ~ w i t h  
W police dep&m& I've had to curtail a lo t  of my activities w i t h  
the veterans. 1 %  a staunch advocate of veterrYlls rights. I get on 
my soam all the time abaR veterans and vie pmbably get sidc of 
hearing lue but I don't think the hmrican publm and the politicians 
are doing enaagh for the ve-bzm because if it wasn't for the veteran 
we wouldn't be free. N w  w i l l  m sway me f m  that. 

I Im a past of s p r w i e l d  Post 32, the American Legion where 
I'm a mzxbr. 1% a n m b r  of the Saqmm OcRnrty Voiture 344 of the 
40 and 8. I am a xmber of the VFW Post 755 here in Spr-ield. 
I ' m  a f o m  vim president of the Wh-a-Wiah Faunc'latian of Central 
Illinois and I ' m  an the Salvatian Army Rmd of Directom. I1m a 
form~31: r&epnber of W Bxcd of Directors of the m i c a n  Legion 
~ i a l W l i a r r e ~ t i o n ~ I r n l s o s e r v e d a s ~ i d e s r t ~  
Secretary. 1 %  cm the m i c a n  fagian N a t i d  w i m  for law and 
order. I am gemmJ. chairman of ths Anrazal ~marican Legion Natimal 
~ilgrhage ta tkbe tab of Abraham Lincoln which is held February 11th 
and 12th  eve^^ ysar hem in Springfield. I was director of the 
hrmrican wiun mte cawention in Springfield i n  1988 and I ' m  also 
heading a drive to bring the cOTntentim back to Springfield in 1990. 
We have by the way tam that eud we w i l l  be brhqing them back in 1990. 
I 'm k l V B d  in mmemus police organizaticms. I ' m  a nmhr of the 
I n t a m a t i d  Associatian of Qliefs of Police, the Poliemm~s 
IWxwolmt Rmbctive Association, the Intsmational Police 
Association, the Illinois Police Rssociatian, a Sangmm Cbunty 
Chiefs of Police, the Illinois Chiefs of mlice and just about any 
ather poliae organization you can n a ~  I think 1% probably a n w b x  
of. I'm active and a m a h r  of the Uhiversiw of Imbville S a t t h e m  
Police Institute Alumni Rssociation both nationally eud in ~l l inois .  
What else do yau need, G a q ?  

Q: Ilve got a mqle of questions. Wha has had the mst influence an 
ycrur life? Positive ~~ m your life? 



Q: lbst people I've intervia&, theix families or theh fathers 
served in World War I1 ard Ibrea ard my dad did too. Wrt he served in 
the United -test he never went arerssas. He was a murim for the 
Amy mt of St* Lads. 

A: My dad was In the P h i l i p p h ~  and he won't talk mch abcert it, he 
never has. He's told rru3 a fw stories but he don't want to talk. But 
it still bothers hira today what  he went through, I think, and I think 
m t  hewantedwhenhe fought inwaridwar I1 &then inKorea, he 
didn't want: a V i e h i m ,  he didn't want another war, the way you 
and1dcm'twarrtanotherWa.K. 



A: I dcmlt  want: my little bcry going off t o  war. I think he shculd 
serve two yeam for the clxmrtry, lYut I don% want h h  t o  have to ga t o  
war. If h e h a s t o h e h a s t o b u t I d o n 1 t m h i m t o .  ldonltwarrt 
h i n n ~ s e e ~ o f t h e t h i I q S m a t y a u a n d 1 p r o b a b l y s a w .  Yau 
probably saw a lot worse than me, Gary, there's no doubt in my mind. 
I didn't have it that bad uver thme, I didn't think I had it that 
bad. The cglly tims yau had it bad w i t h  rmb ts  is i f  they landed 
right whwe you were at  ard  than it was too late to worry abu t  it, 
ht IEi Narvg was llrocket city.'* But I don% wmt my kid to go thragh 
t h a w I h a d t o a n d I d o n l t w a n t h t o e s c a n e o f a t h i n g s I  
5 2 ~ ~  aver in Vietnam and I didn't have it that bad. 

W r t f o r ~ f u ~ I m t ~ g e t m y t w o k i d s ~ ~ l ,  thraqh 
college i f  thatle what they want to do and sarreday I want to  spand my 
leisurely time w i t h  rrry w i f e ,  ge t  a mJtor hare and see the entire 
United st;ates of m i c a .  lhm after I see a l l  of Araericamaybe 1'11 
go ov-! but not right away. I want to see Arrverica f i r s t  because 
I lave America so. I want to see all the plaaes I've read about ard 
seen pi- of. Nclw I dmlt have time for that. H e l l  I 1 m  lucky to 
get a vacation ncrw with this job, there is so much stuff going on. I 
think a l l  of us need to  work harder for c u r  veterans, we don't want to 
f ~ r g e t t h s ~ h t h s ~ i t d l ~ W t a r e n ' t e n r e r g ~ * t o g e t o u t .  
1911 happy ta say that Sprirrsfield feaim enrery year daes scmthhq 
dmut that. They give a thcruaanddollars a yet just for Qnristmas 
stuff for those guys. It still isn't emugh h t  at  least it's 
m w & h h q .  There's grnzs in grme of thare Witals that are never 
going to get c u t  arrd they gave thm3 ultmn* sacrifice. Wrt 
~ ' v e g o t t o ~ a u r w a r d e l ,  vvle'vegattotakecareofaur 
~ a n d t h s i r £ a m a i l i e s w h o a r e s t i l l w i t h u s t o d a y ,  whetherthey 
are ill, they are feelhg great, the A m e r i ~ 2 ~ 1  pblic me it t o  
~ t o t a k e m o f ~ a n d t h a t t s ~ t I 1 d l b t o s e e h a p .  You 
lrncrw the politicians talk a b u t  it but met of itls political rhetoric 
andmthhqgetsafd.  I r a e a n a l o t g e t s a i d a n d ~ g e t r s d c a e .  




