
Preface 

This -ipt h the prduct of a series of tap-recorded interviews 
o n h a a n e ~ l i n g ~ b y ~ ~ f o r t h e O r d l H i s t 0 r y  
Offices, Sarrgamrn state university in the smmr of 1990. She also 
~ i b e d t h e t a p e s a r d d t d t h e t r a n s c r i p t s .  

Nan Wallace vms born in WoodEttock, Illinois on N c n m b x  10, 1949. She 
and llmbard, Larry, reside in Harrisbm, Illjnois and have three 
dl-: Greg, Doug and Ji l l .  %!his was their f i rs t  year ham 
schmlirg, in which they covered grades five, six ad eight. 

The years since the early 1970's have seen a slcw ]rut steady grcrwth in 
the ramrber of -led &uderks despite the mailability of 
public schls ard the in W rarmber of private schools. Exact 
rarmbers of studsnts are difficmlt to &taint but estimates run as high 
as a of a millim shdexb who are today be- bught in the 
hame. Fublic school @duEitors and their awganizatians have t x h n  
&u& against a -ling and gemrally rqxd it with puspicion. 
= @ ~ ~ f i r o m 9 t a t e t o - m l t e m d c c r u r t s i n v a r i 0 ~ 6  
areas d e l x m b  its legaliw. Reasons for dmcsing hare schooling 
wer the traditional classrrxrm setthg vary m t l y  fmn family to 
family. The one basic belief all share is the desire of parents to be 
rare -1y irnrO1VBd in the education and d w e l w  of their 
dlilm. 

The -ipt may be W, qwted and cited freely. ~t may not be 
in a l e  or in part by arry~rreans, decbmic or 

w i t h a x t  ITermia3hJicm in wrlrting fraan the oml History office, S- 
S k b  Unlmi.t=y, splrinsfidd, Illbb 62794-9243. 
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Nan Wallaoe, Jurw 27, 1990, Harristuwn, Illbois. 

Q: Nan, I want you to start just by tell- us about your family, 
yc~l r  kids, z d  huw old are. 

A: My hwbrrlts name is Larry, my MKE is Nan, our last nam is 
Wallaae. We have three children, Greg, the oldest, Doug and then 
Jill. And presently they are fcrurteen, twelve, ard ten-yeam-old. 

Q: 'Xhe ERlbject of crur irrterView is ham sdmoling. I was wondering 
if ycucculdtellushuwyaugot i r n r o l v e d i n ~ s c h m l i n g ,  hcrwycru 
became hterested in it. 

A: Over the years vie had just fr#n afar, seen or mad a m ,  I didnlt 
]aekJ persomlly, Lxrt I had head qdcem 1 h  Dr. James 
RbsmmhjsprogramtalkabazthcarreschoolingandIhadseenabook 
smwhem, too, I believe. Itts been a while back. And so it was 
very superficial aur to hare schooling. As you laxrw, cxlr 
chil- alzbx3d a c z  sdmol, East Park Bapt i s t  Academy, and 
it caxrre to the positionwhere the school would close and so thenwe 
had to make a decisim about what to do with c a r  children, mt k h l  
of an erhait irm we wanted for m. We still felt tAat t h q  need to 
see everythirrg in life fr#aa Gdls perspective. Therefore, we &d 
not rule a r t  Christian education. We a d  rule out piblic school 
education. We thMc all subjects, should ormne gram God's 
point of view and so we locked at different -istian schools. 
MamWle we had n-et sanrs people persoaally who horn schooled. We 
talkedtathemardweprayedabautitandthe~rd justseerwdtolay 
the path out clearly, and t.hatts the directim WEI took. It was a big 
decision. 

Q: 1% sum it was. Hnw did the kids feel about i t? 

A: Well, a l l  during the time we mre trying to decide which would 
have been, wmll ycru lma+~ the the range, when Mr. -re left the 
d m 0 1  [Ea& Park &ptht a d m y ]  aml ' , so that waild be -, m, mil, 1 think m=miciei in w i l ,  
l i k e ~ y e a ~ ~ a g o , ~ i t w a s .  W e d i d a l l t h o s e ~ .  W e  
v i s i t d  - other -istian schools. We did sam reading and the 
f r i d  that v a  have seen hare -1 and they had acm books on 
hare -ling. So, wetre rimt in the middle of it and we read m, 
right, to find cut mre infomtian specifidly and we just m t t  
satisfied w i t h  the sd~ool choices that we had totally. We may not 
have been real  objective at the t h e ,  it was East Fark. Ycru hm, 
ycrulre stu& in your ways, if thatts what yautre used to that's h t  
ycru look for and we didnl t see that, of course. So that was all ruled 
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Q: Did ycru feel qualified to be tezlcher? 

A: No, definitely not. I don't lmm. Do you enrer feel qualified? I 
don't m. 

A: Okay. ~ t h e y s t a r t & w h i c h m s j u s t t h i s l & y e a r o f s & m l  
wwldhavehen fifth, sixth arrdeighthgrades. 

A: No, no. Sam people that I would talk to wmld say, @*Can, the 
alder grades. what are yau going to do?" I Mew that that was 
different, but also wen if it had been ths ' or first 
grade, if we had Btarted earliar with an azIs the 

of r=dhg and writ- wh ich  I didn't do and phonics & I 
dmlt beli- that I had phonics in school. I've nwer been for 
about that. I thou#~t I didn't arrd mn said I did, but I don't 
rmmkr arry of the rules. So I1dhenre to go hck and do that and I 

that wlJuld have been hard, too, so I thjnk either way it would 
havebaanhard. Of carme the- of first grade, that part 
wouldhave keen easy, but itrs thirrgs like writing, Iwouldhave to 
l e a m r n e t h o d s ~ f w h i c h I d a n l t ~ ~ I c o u L d a l w a ~ l e a m  
thm as you go along. We m saying, did I see it as being hard with 
the older kids? Yes, the of the subjects did scare me a 
little but I did pmtty well in school. 

Q: Did ycru go to college? 

A: Yes, I had years of college, but I donlt lanu if that 
qualifies you for anything. (laghter) Saw peaple could go four 
years and still nat knm anrything. It was just libesal art. The first 
~yearsarenltmchorimt&anywaytmaxisacertaingoalor 
aqthirq, aml I didnlt have me. That's why I didnlt finish, I didn't 
have a goal Sn college. 

Q: Did ycru es#xxlrrter people that said that you were crazy for 
cmBidsr* this? 

A: Nut really. N o t  any bdy that was extrerrnely vocaL ah& it. Is 
that vhat ycru nmm, sa&xAy that said, IIQh that1s rididaustl? No, 
no, I really didnlt. Eveqbdy had a lot  of questions, wfiich I think 
W d  be normal because thatls what I did, lrokay, what do y m  do and 
hcrw do yau do it?" you )awrw. Sme fdly .too crazy 
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Q: Inplyhq that you shCplld be [in prblic schoals]? 

A: Yes, so - mkhq a decisim or mre wta a 
wrong dechicn? I just said, 'Well, we feel like this is bst for our 
family.'' I &nlt h-m if I handled it real well, lnrt I thjnk that as 
thery'veseenaurkidsthatthey, Eiofarthey'veonly~teenaneyearof 
came. I'm not full of -1- but I think that they thinkmybe 
it's okay. 

8: So that if yau find one year difficult, you would & them to a 
Christiand1001, ~yuugetupirrtoeleverrthandtwelfthgrade? 

A: !Chat's a real had questim a t  ~ point. F h s t  of all, I had 
thatqu&imlastyearwi~Greg. W e ~ t a b a u t k e e p i n g t h e ~  
yc~znger ones at hame, letting go on, our oldest, maybe EX 
(Decatur Chrisitian School) or scnnething and then we said weld try it 
for me year and we did. He did well, but he enjuys -1. I think 
that's a rsal plus for m, as a tea-, if he enjoys -1. And 
t h a t ~ i t ~ ~ 1 ~ e a s i e r f o r m e t o h e l p ~ ~ t k i r a g E 3 p ~ ~  
quick. T h i s  year it was the sme kjnd of t hhg  for thia M fall. 
B @ i n q h i s ~ ~ , y a u ] a a w , h i g h B c b o o l ~ ~ ~  
detailed, more deep, wlll I be able to handle it? So, we kirrd of made 
abcrut: the seurre der=isim. Well1 see haJ it goes. 

Q: That msnkes sense. Tell me about yam curriculum that you use. 
Ycru've m a e s l U w  getting beaks in the mil. What curriculum did yQu 
finally settle upan? 
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A: We had seen a friend's curriculum and it's through a school l h  
an zlxnbrella for us called Christian Liberty Academy. They a m  based 
in Arlm Heights, 11linois. We had sen that arrd I had lookad at 
scarre athe thbqs a little but mt rwar as as this me. Of 
~ i t w a s ~ i e r t o g o ~ ~ ~ ~ h a d s e e n ,  arrdwhatwe 
liked about it m s  t?mt w e  were a school, So we're responsible 
t o ~ E U l d ~ ~ t h s ~ ~ f o r c R l r c h i l d . .  Theyhaveglads 
and actually get rqmt &. 

A: FranulEl-ll. O f ~ i t ' s l l a t ~ t h e s a m e t i m h g a r r d  
weqthhg. Yau have to get so xu& paper work in and tests in and at 
a certain pint  and then that grade w i l l  ccrme cut like another n-mth 
a m t h a t .  I l i k s t h e s e ~ ~ ~ i t y o f ~ t a s a p a r e n t ~ a s t h e l e g a l  
c l b t e  of in hoane school* right m, just to be abave board. 
AsachristianIwarrttobeabweboard, too, alwayshingwithout 
question ncrw of a q  authority ccanirrg in  and saying .that we're not 
taking axre of crur children -17 and of course we are. J'mt being 
u n d s r a s c h a o l ~ i s h c r w ~ ~ t e d S t a t e s i s .  Wehaveasvstm 
~ m ~ & ~ l d r e n ~ s c l t h o o l ~ l i k e ~ o r t h e P m ~ i ~  
a d m e  a W point l h  high -1 gradtuatim. Because of that 
I think it's just kind of a little favor for us to have o w  kids under 
the &her school, mistian Liberty Acadeuny. 

Q: Did you haw to apply in a sense? 

A: Yes, yes. I kmw what you = by apply, like register. 

Q: To use their material? 

A: We registared w i t h  them like you wwld at arry school and we pay 
tuition and then that tuition - all  the unbdla 
school andthe recards andtheboakEl, tao, all camsunder 9 t. Of lZleir the 
fee ie very -1e. I a d  say they run bare bones like 
East Park did. 

(2: Is it camprable to East  Park's tuition? 

A: I t l s a l o t l e s s .  wltthenwelrenotthemlrverydayarrdwe'renut 
paying a teacher, sa I 'm sure that's all irrvO1ved in that. 

Q: So they nailed you the book;s and mail yau the lesson plans? 

A: By lesgan plans not a daily lesson plan. 

A: Yes, to me as the teacher. We get h t r u c t i r m s  on what they 
shouLda~~]e~~~~lishinthkcaursefortheyearandtheyccanegraded. 
Each &ild is sent one year's miculm in al l  the differmt subjects 
a n d ~ ~ t I d o i s g o ~ a n d ~ d w h a t ~ ~ ,  
[ C h r i s t i a n w A a d e m y ]  andtrylmloakcnrerthRbookandseewhat 
~ t i s . U l a t w e m e d t o d o f o l r a w h o l e ~ ,  soIcmMrrlof s e t i t u p  



Nan Wallace 5 

as far as quantity for each day, or if them's scmthiq special you 
w a n t t o d o l h a p m j e c t w i t h i t .  

Did the tests? 

A: Thie; particular schml dces, UrMAan Liberty Amdmy, ad lib 
on the f d y  plan, record bephq, is up t o p .  You 
&d 3oeep very extmsive records at hme, I think. You knaw like 
maybe at- and stuff just to make sum . . . 
Q: Is that dme for gradeswhat, .ulfiry start at 

and go all .uls way thrcql~ W v e ?  

A: Yes, they have, I lacrw l 2 q  have -, seem like they 
have sclmsthirvg like p-, I 1 m  nut sure, we didnlt look a t  
that. A t  least l3umgh twelve. Thq'm a pmtty big 
s&ool as far as hcane schaoling goes. T h q  have their c ~ w n  -1 m 
~ ~ w l ' l a t I 1 v e ~ a r r y w a y .  W e h a v m l t ~ b e e n t h e r e b u t  
it's about thrae hm3red, so it1s like East Park would have been. 
ItlsnotaWmmiStianhlor-buttheyhavel* 
20,000 students in the hcane schooling. A lo t  of missionaries use 
them, b o ,  ~ i r w r r i c u l u m ~ t h q b u y i t a n d t z l k e i t w i t h t h m .  
Dxylve dcabe it since 1970, I think. 

A: Yes, this me family that I knm is again next fall d there's 
o m  family that did this year but I 1 m  not stre whether they w i l l  rm& 
yearornot. I haven't seenmthis smam, so I h l t  kncrwwhat 
they've decided to do. 'Ihere are a lot of othe~ hcaae -1 families 
that da diffmmtly. 

Q: Ihatls what I 1 m  finding out. It varies so mu&. 

A: Yes. it m. 

Q: Wrt ane of the basic thirrgs I have f& is that it's all set up 
with man as the teacher for th@ lmst p%. Is that what  you've found 
tjhenyerul=samhdthem? 

A: Yes. Ard I thirik that out of a hurdred families m l y  
ninety-eight rrram is at l e m t  the min mcher. A lot of dads like 
w i l l  do liks one caurse or one subject and help out. Larry hasnlt 
really drrae a whole lot yet but hews been red enamraging to nre, you 
3Encrw. (laughter) He'll say, 41Huw1s the kids doing?I1 zvld then helll  
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talk to the kids ami 'What did ycru do in that subject today?" just a 
few minutes he'll  to do it wfia-. That made nre feel better, 
butheham~ttakanwer l ikea~lesubject .  I d m r t l n m w v h t h e r  
h e w i l l o r n o t .  Helawshistory. 

Q: That HnxlLd be a good me. 

A: Yes, and I m u l d n t t W  giv- it up. It's not really my 
favorite. (laughter) 

Q: Let's see, what did yauhave to do as far as the schools in 
Did yau have an &ligation to  what, District #61 or Dr. 

Cmprider? 

A: We're h Niantic-Hamistam school district, but Dr. Oaoprider 
would be Macon -. Legally, w e  don't have arry obligaticm to him 
at all. H i s  office has suggestims of a t  things that they'd 
like t o  see if yau're hame schaoling. '12lery make suggestions as far as 
haw xrrarry hours a day, I was going to  say what subjects, but legally we 
are required rm subjects by .Ule state of Illinois, h t  nat Dr. 
cooprider's office. 

A: No. Tn a state of Illhis it's really good climate for hare 
dxmlers. Of cxxlrse, there cmldbe m whomight a h s e  it, but we 
d m ~ t ~ d o h g t h a t .  AsaChristianwealwayswanttobeabaTe 
M. In W State of Illhis, you have to  have English hught in 
Erylish, awl yax have to have the subjects of nmglhh, A Y L ~ ~ ,  history, 
sc1eme. TherB's four requhd subjeck by l a w  in the state of 
Illinois. Those are m&mrmks of every studmt, just that it be 
taught in Ehglish and cater these am3 that's what cwered, ycxl knew. 

Q: Daycruthinktheremghttobemore, Idm~twan t tosaycon t ro l ,  
mre amahbili ty.  I ' m  sure with this of ewy, lack of 
sumdlanae, I guess is what I 'm say-, them must be people &o s l ip  

+-T . I don't want to obligate you to say, but y m  are so 
cmsc erus abcRlt do- things right, that I ' m  sure Weremust be scarw 
p e o p l e w h o a r e d a ~ ~ w r m g .  I m s  justw&dng, doyrxltkink 
there &xld be a little bi t  more cmtml, maybe, or acmmhbility, 
W y c r u ' d h a v e t o t u m i n s c r m e t h j n g a t l e a s t ~ w h a t y c r u 1 r e d o ~  
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A: I ' m  sure no ma- h t  laws are made - I s  go- to be sawbody 
whomi@~tabusethem. ~ z t ~ c a n o n l y s p a k f o r c r u r f a m i l y a n d a s t h e  
law is right mu it gives the parent the fresdcsn to decide for 
himself, like deciding for a Christian school instead of a public 
s&ool. We're decidiqwe1m a t  hcane instead of in a school 
situation, but theylre still being lau#~t. 

Q: Are you - of a skate there's a problem? 

A: Yes, but if I W d  speak an it it wmld be just from what 1% 
been reading. In Icrwa ard in Midgan right nclw just firam the 
nwgazine. We get a hcaae -1 magazine right nw and it tries to 
k e e p u s u p t o d a t e , ~ t ~ a r e l i k e ,  a n d m a y b e ~ t h a t w e  
need to 3acrw &art. 

A: Y e s ,  from state to state. In Iowa riFplt n m  the parents are 
nottheparesltsbutI1msayingtheteacbmhastobea 

e f i d  -, w i t h i n  the state and like I say, 1ckim for sure. 
Theremightbetw~otherstates. Notawholelot, WtIcanseez l sa  
p a r e n t t h a t ~ t w m l d m b i t r e a l l  had. E@gmeyaualy 
graduaM frm hi* sdmo1 EUXI this a decision y m  wanted to do. 
Seems to me that1& a parents' decisian. CXme back to ~l l ino i s  as far 
2 1 ~ 5  m ~ r e  acxxruntability. Frcan what I lmow, I dmvt think that you 
should rnake laws for the m a n .  The 1- of a nation should be 
madeasawl. lolearxinotlawsfor~,  whatistheterm, forthe 

? I 3awrw, the words tkbey uae, yau dm% laake laws for hard 
cases. I that1& a disqmemnt amg politicians (laughter) so 
here it is in hare Isd.loolhq, too. I like hcrw it is in ~ll inois .  I 
think that God gave us our children and we are resprmsible for them to 
Him, and I don't think -ily that public school is bad, yau 
lacrw, because are rtlarry families that CQUldnlt do what viewre 
do-. They m i g h t  nut have ths finances, might not have a n m  
thatcanbehcane, mayS3esheneedstobeawayfmnthe~duringthe 
day andmaybe she&dnlt feel that &he caxldbethebest: teacher. 
Right now I feel amfortable being my childrenls m&er but there may 

ht I I r n  not. There definitely will, I 3acrw there will, -% starve po -use I mlt knm amy&&-q. I 1 m  not sane 
in t e l l ~~soUmre1sgo t tobesubjec t swheresc lmeane i smore  
qualified in o m  area. As QlrisUans m think their w m  is very 

, too. Them's always go- to be a Wance in an lives, 
C h i s n r m e i n p r t E l r r t ?  whatthebalanceis? N u t w h i & f s ~  

bprbmt [hrt] what the balance is a t  that pint. Ycru want: them to 
have a god edlucatim, but their character and our hare and aur bane 
l i fe  is h@o&mt, too. So there has to be a balance them. Finding 
it, I think thatls what ~ach family has to  do, and thatt's hard. To 
make a law, I danlt 1 h  that idea. 

Q: Had yeru war- before? Had you worked outside the  ha^? 



Nan Wallace 8 

A: N o t  since we had aur oldest. I worked in a bank as a teller w h m  
wemrefirstmrnrried, m o r f c r u r y e a r s ,  andIwashcarreabarta 
year before we had Greg. 

Q: Because your point is gad that a lut of warn, wcmm work 
a b i d e  the ham. This is jus t  crut of their scope unless give up 
that extYra paycheck. A lot of us would firrd it very difficult to do. 

A: Fbr us w e  're very mnfortable in haw we live d I don1 t think we 
need a lo t  of things, material tlrings. I think that cares into the 
d~oice, too. You can't tell samebody else what  t o  do, thoge choices 
rcru-yaursel~. 

A: Okay, the harne school group. I lcwe it. It helps us a 
1 0 t e ~ l p e c i a l l y t h e ~ f i r s t y e a r .  I f Iwer ta lk tohameschool  
[people] the very first year you med those othw -10. 

Q: Are there marry people in i t ?  

A: Yes, there's probably --five families, I thhik. We cxxurted 
t h e m  up lh at Christmas, February, V a L e n t h l s  Day we - 
of how many kids could be at the m. Hclma -1 mee-k meets a 
nmth, butmtakeoff inthesummr, soyou-, yculretalkingnine 
meetingsayeardurhgschool. N e x t y e ~ l r i t l r u g h t n o t e n r e n b e w e ~ y  
m, it might be every month with an in-between manth an 
activity for the whole family. So it's m l y  neat, I think sa, Even 
just in the year I've been in it we've seen the ham h l  suupport 
q p q  tackle sclrae new things. Like we had a person fmn WILL [PBS TV 
station] cam an3 share with u s  the i m h m t i a a a l  TV plan and as a 
hame -1 support gmq we can subscribe to  it as i f  we - a 
school buildhq thm we tmld haw one f la t  fee. Each family 
would then have the right for tzy3irrg and using. I ' m  not sure even 
what the deci.sionwas nrade. Wetre supposed t o  knuw by fal l  abart 
that. I h a v e n 1 t ~ a r r y t h 9 r r g .  Welvedmethatarrdlwehenrealotof 
the activities like field trip for the kids. Last fall there was two 
of t h e m t h a t m r e a l l y n e a t .  Therewasmmethanthat3wttwo11rn 
t h i n k h q o f m ~ a b l e t o g o t o ~ s p r i t q .  Theylredwbelikein 
g rades ra rps~use  inDecatmrrimt n a w v l e h a r e  schmlers inhigh 
-1 w l s  abart f a r  kids. There's not a lot  in the high 
school, 1t1s really fram shth  gmde on dckJn, it's t'he l a q e s t  rmmbey. 
of d&ldren who are -1- in  their families. 

A: I'll hanre to loak that up. We'll do that pretty soon. Those 
~ d ~ y b e t h e ~ t h a t ~ i r r v o l V e d h t h s ~ s c h a o l ~ *  
groerp. ahere axe ame, I've heard people say, but I've IEver met: 
a - g b i y  that's not in the- school support gmup that hclme sc;hools, 
I haven't met n. But there are a few ather families, too. mt 
I lnmw that it w a s  ammd --five families, because we got a new 
d h e c h y .  I ' m  sue of lht, but as far as the ratraber of children 
right naw I'd have to  loak that up. [fiw-six children] 






















