. Preface

This manuscript is the product of a series of tape—recorded interviews
on hame schooling conducted by Linda Moore for the Oral History
Office, Sangamon State University in the summer of 1990. She also
transcribed the tapes and edited the transcripts.

Nan Wallace was born in Woodstock, Illinois on November 10, 1949. She
and husband, ILarry, reside in Harristown, Illinois and have three
children: Greg, Doug and Jill. This was their first year home
schooling, in which they covered grades five, six and eight.

In her memoirs of her first year of hame schooling, Nan recalls how
she ard Larry came to the decision to home school when the children's
traditional school closed and the reasons that led them to take this
step. She discusses the advantages of the curriculum that she uses,
the legal responsibilities of home schooling, and the benefits of
belonging to a hame school support group. She closes with an
encouragement to each family to investigate home schooling for
themselves.

The years since the early 1970's have seen a slow but steady growth in
the mumber of hame-schooled studernts despite the availability of
public schols and the growth in the mmber of private schools. Exact
mmbers of students are difficult to cbtain, but estimates run as high
as a guarter of a million students who are today being taught in the
hame, Public school educators and their organizations have taken
stands against home schooling and generally regard it with suspicion.
Iegal requirements vary from state~to-state and courts in various
areas determine its legality. Reasons for choosing hame schooling
over the traditional classroom setting vary greatly from family to
family. The one basic belief all share is the desire of parents to be
more deeply involved in the education and development of their
children.

Linda Moore was born in Warrensbury, Missouri and grew up in Decatur,
Illinois. She graduated from Millikin University in Decatur and has
taught Social sStudies at vahafl'ims levels in Decatur Public Schools.
She is a graduate student the history department of Sangamon State
University. Linda and husband, Jack, have three sons.

Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that it is a
transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, narrator and
editor sought to preserve the informal, conversational style that is
inherent in such historical sources. Sangamon State University is not
regponsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for views
expressed therein; these are for the reader to judge.

The manuscript may be read, quoted and cited freely. It may not be
reproduced in whole or in part by any means, electronic or mechanical,
without permission in writing from the Oral History Office, Sangamon
State University, Springfield, Illinocis 62794-9243,
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Nan Wallace, June 27, 1990, Harristown, Illinois.
Linda Moore, Interviewer.

Q: Nan, I want you to start just by telling us about your family,
your kids, and how old they are.

A: My husband's name is Iarry, my hame is Nan, our last name is
Wallace. We have three children, Greg, the oldest, Doug and then
Jill. And presently they are fourteen, twelve, and ten-years-old.

Q: The subject of our interview is home schooling. I was wondering
if you could tell us how you got involved in home schooling, how you
became interested in it.

A: Over the years we had just from afar, seen or read about, I didn't
know anybody personally, but I had heard speakers like Dr. James
Dobson on his program talk about home schooling and T had seen a book
samevhere, too, I believe. It's been a while back. And so it was
very superficial ocur to home schooling. As you know, our
c¢hildren attended a Christian school, East Park Baptist Academy, and
it came to the position where the school would close and so then we
had to make a decision about what to do with cur children, what kind
of an education we wanted for them. We still felt that they need to
gee everything in life from God's perspective. Therefore, we would
not rule ocut Christian education. We would rule cut public school
education. We think all subjects, everything should caome from God's
point of view and so we looked at different Christian schools.
Mearmhile we had met some people personally who home schooled. We
talked to them and we prayed about it and the Lord just seemed to lay
the path out clearly, and that's the direction we tock. It was a big
decision.

Q: I'm sure it was. How did the kids feel about it?

A: Well, all during the time we were trying to decide which would
have been, well you know the time range, when Mr. Moore left the
school [East Park Baptist Academy] and everything, so that would be
about February, March, April, I think we finally decided in April,
like two years ago, whenever it was. We did all those things. We
visited same other Christian schools. We did some reading and the
friends that we have seen them home school and they had scme books on
home schooling. So, we're right in the middle of it and we read now,
right, to find ocut more information specifically and we just weren't
satisfied with the school choices that we had totally. We may not
have been real objective at the time, it was East Park. You know,
you're stuck in your ways, if that's what you're used to that's what
you look for and we didn't see that, of course. So that was all ruled
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out and the home schooling was the other option that we had, the only
good one at the time. I was really scared, of course, because I would
be the main teacher, ut just slowly after reading the books, and we
made the decision that that was what we were going to do and once we
got the books, they came in like in May or something and I looked them
over. Of course I was scared but each little new thing that you do,
you feel more comfortable. At least I did, you know. Each little bit
kind of took away a few of the anxieties. There just didn't seem to
be any other options.

Q: Did you feel qualified to be teacher?

A: No, definitely not. I don't know. Do you ever feel qualified? I
don't know.

Q: What grade levels are we talking about when your kids started?

A: Okay. When they started which was just this last year of school
wauld have been fifth, sixth and eighth grades.

Q: So, we're not talking about kindergarten, first grade. (laughter)

A: No, no. Same pecple that T would talk to would say, "Oh, the
older grades. What are you going to do?" I knew that that was
different, but also even if it had been the kindergarten or first
grade, if we had started earlier with our children, there's the

ing of reading and writing which I didn't do and phonics and I
don't believe that I had phonice in school. I've never been for sure
about that., I thought I didn't and my mom said I did, but I don't
remember any of the rules. So I'd have to go back and do that and I
think that would have been hard, too, so I think either way it would
have been hard. Of course the hardness of first grade, that part
would have been easy, but it's things like writing, I would have to
learn methods myself which T don't remember but I could always learn
them ag you go along. We were saying, did I see it as being hard with
the older kids? Yes, the hardness of the subjects did scare me a
little hut I did pretty well in school.

Q: Did you go to college?

A: Yes, 1 had two years of college, but I don't know if that
qualifies you for anything. (laughter) Scme people could go four
years and still not know anything. It was just liberal art., The first
two years aren't much oriented any way towards a certain goal or
anything, and I didn't have one. That's why I didn't finish, I didn't
have a goal in college.

Q: Did you encounter pecple that said that you were crazy for
considering this?

A: Not really. Not any body that was extremely vocal about it. Is
that what you mean, somebody that said, "oh that's ridiculous"? No,
1o, I really didn't. Everybody had a lot of questions, which I think
would be normal because that's what I did, "Okay, what do you do and
how do you do it?" you know. Some family members weren't too crazy
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about it. I think they feel like that we need to make cur own
decision for our own family so I'm thankful for that that they didn't
throw big fits or anything. My parents are both public school
teachers and they've never said anything negative. 'They've not been
real positive about it, but I can understand that. Also they're not
Christians. I think they can't see the need that Iarry and I feel of
a Christian education, that cur children should be taught from morning
to evening about God with everything in the world, the laws that He
made up in science, those come from God not man. My parents have
never interfered in our lives and I just don't feel like they're crazy
about it. My mom kind of said samething about some other families,
they're Christian families, too, ard I think my parents associate us
with them. Well, their kids are in public school and she said
scmething to me once. She said, like it wasn't, it was just kind of
like, "They're in public school" kind of like that, that's all there
was to it and T just said . . .

Q: Implying that you should be [in public schools]?

A: Yes, so were they making a wrong decision or were we making a

wrong decision? I just said, "Well, we feel like this is best for our

family." I don't know if I handled it real well, but I think that as

they'vesemmrkidsthatthey,sofarthey'vemlysemmyearof

:cl:gt;lrse. I'm not full of experiences but I think that they think maybe
s okay.

Q: Have they watched you then this year?

A: Yes, and I don't know they're not convinced that it's excellent
for them, but they think maybe it's all right. That will be a
duestion for Larry and I, too, about quality if we continue every year
clear through high school. Wwhat degree of quality of education do we
give our children, and presently we've decided just to go one year at
a time and watch and look and see the best we can.

Q: So that if you find one year difficult, you would send them to a
Christian school, when you get up into eleventh and twelfth grade?

A: That's a real hard question at this point. First of all, I had
that question last year with Greg. We thought about keeping the two
younger ones at home, letting Greg go on, cur oldest, maybe DCS
(Decatur Chrisitian School) or samething and then we said we'd try it
for one year and we did. He did well, but he enjoys school. I think
that's a real plus for me, as a teacher, if he enjoys school. And
that makes it so much easier for me to help him through things pretty
quick. This year it was the same kind of thing for this next fall.
Being his freshman year, you know, high school courses are more
detailed, more deep, will I be able to handle it? So, we kind of made
about the same decision. We'll see how it goes.

Q: That makes sense. Tell me about your curriculum that you use.
You've mentioned getting bocks in the mail. What curriculum did you
finally settle upon?
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A: We had seen a friend's curriculum and it's through a school like
an umbrella for us called Christian Liberty Academy. They are based
in Arlington Heights, Illinois. We had seen that and I had loocked at
some other things a little but not near as much as this one. Of
course it was easier to go with samething you had seen, and what we
liked about it was that we were urnder a school. So we're respansible
to them and they keep the records for cur children. They have grades
and they actually get report cards.

Q: From them?

A: From them. Of course it's not near the same timing and

. You have to get so mach paper work in and tests in and at
a certain point and then that grade will come out like another month
after that. I like the security of that as a parent and as the legal
climate of things in home schooling right now, just to be above board.
As a Christian I want to be above board, too, always being without
question now of any authority coming in and saying that we're not
takirqcareofourchildrenpruperlyarﬂcfcourseweam. Just being
under a school system is how the United States is. We have a
where we send our children through school we like for them all to
achieve a certain point like high school graduation. Because of that
I think it's Jjust kind of a little favor for us to have ocur kids under
the other school, Christian Liberty Academy.

Q: Did you have to apply in a sense?

A: Yes, yes. I know what you mean by apply, like register.

Q: To use their material?

A: We registered with them like you would at any school and we pay
tuition and then that tuition covers all the umbrella of the
school and the records and the books, too, all come under it. Their

fee is very reasonable. I would say they run things bare bones like
East Park did.

Q: Is it comparable to East Park's tuition?

A: It's a lot less. But then we're not there every day and we're not
paying a teacher, so I'm sure that's all involved in that.

Q: 8o they mailed you the books and mail you the lesson plans?
A: By lesson plans not a daily lesson plan.
Q: That was up to you?

A: Yes, to me as the teacher. We get instructions on what they
should accamplish in this course for the year and they come graded.
Each child is sent one year's curriculum in all the different subjects
and then what I do is go through and read what they require,
[Christian Liberty Academy] and try to look over the book and see what
it is that we need to do for a whole year, so I can kind of set it up
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as far as quantity for each day, or if there's something special you
want to do like a project with it.

Q: Did they grade the tests?

A: Yes,whattheydoistheygradethetests. The plan that we're
und.er,theyhavedlfferentthugsatmristianmbertyAcadmny They
have one like I've been explaining, totally under their administration
you know, ard they keep the records of the grades. You can also just
order curriculum from them ard then they wouldn't keep the records.
Scme families don't want the records. So that's one that we chose.

Q: So they have those two plans?

A: This particular school does, Christian Liberty Academy, and like
onthefamilyplan,recordkeeplrg,everythingmuptoym You

would keep very extensive records at home, I think. You know like

maybeatte:ﬂameandsmffjusttomkesum...

Q: Is that done for grades what, pre-kindergarten, they start at
kindergarten ard go all the way through twelve?

A: Yes, they have, I know they have kindergarten, seems like they
have samething like pre-kindergarten, I'm not sure, we didn't lock at
that. At least kindergarten through twelve. They're a pretty big
sdioolasfarashmesdmolmgoes They have their own school on
campus from what I've read anyway. We haven't ever been there but
it's about three hundred, so it's like East Park would have been.
It'smtarealmgedaristlanschooloranythjngbutﬂwyhavelﬁce
20,000 stw:laitsmthehmesclmolm A lot of missionaries use
them too, their curriculum and they buy it and take it with them.
'Ihey'vedone:.t since 1970, I think.

Q: Are there other people in the Decatur area that use them? Have
you had contact with anyone?

A: Yes, this one family that I know is again next fall and there's
onefamilythatdidtlnsyear]mrtl'mmtsumwhethertheywﬂlnext
year or not. I haven't seen them this summer, so I don't know what
they've decided to do. There are a lot of other home school families
that do things differently.

Q: That's what I'm finding cut. It varies so much.
A

*0

Yes. it does.

Q: But one of the basic things I have found is that it's all set wp
with mom as the teacher for the most part. Is that what you've found
when you researched them?

A: Yes. And I think that out of a hundred families probably
mnety-eightmnisatleastthemmteacher A lot of dads like
will do like one course or one subject and help out. Iarry hasn't
reallydoneawholelotyetmthe'sbeenrealemouragmgtom,you
know. (laughter) He'll say, "How's the kids doing?" and then he'll
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talk to the kids and "What did you do in that subject today?" just a
few mimites he'll take to do it whatever. That made me feel better,
but he hasn't taken over like a whole subject. I don't know whether
he will or not. He loves history.

Q: That would be a good one.

A: Yes, and I wouldn't mind giving it up. It's not really my
favorite., (laughter)

Q: Let's see, what did you have to do as far ag the schools in
Decatur? Did you have an cbligation to what, District #61 or Dr.
Cooprider?

A: We're in Niantic-Harristown school district, but Dr. Cooprider
would be Macon County. Iegally, we don't have any cbligation to him
at all. His office has suggestions of what some things that they'd
like to see if you're home schooling. They make suggestions as far as
how many hours a day, I was going to say what subjects, but legally we
are recuired on subjects by the state of Illinois, but not Dr.
Cooprider's office.

Q: Do you report to scmeone?

A: No. In the state of Illinois it's really good climate for home
schoolers. Of course, there could be same who might abuse it, but we
don't intend doing that. As a Christian we always want to be above
board. In the State of Illinois, you have to have English taught in
English, and you have to have the subjects of English, math, history,
sclence. There's four required subjects by law in the state of
Illinois. Those are requirements of every student, just that it be
taught in English and cover those and that's what covered, you know.

Q: Did you seek any kind of legal counsel to make sure that you were
doing according to the state?

A: No, and we wanted to make sure. We didn't go to a lawyer or
anything, but through our hame school support group and our reading we
check out and see what is required. Through the hame school support
group we had a paralegal person coame in and, he is well researched on
the laws of Illinois, and [say] what we would be required to do. He
came and spoke at our support group, September [or] Octcber, and we
were glad to have that right away. As hame schoolers what we've tried
to do in cur family, just Larry and I, is to always be above board,
which I already said that, to not look like we're doing anything wrong
whatsoever.

Q: Do you think there ought to be more, I don't want to say control,
more accountability. I'm sure with this kind of easy, lack of

surveilance, I guess is what I'm saying, there must be pecple who slip
throu?h. I don't want to cbligate you to say, but you are so

conscious about doing things right, that I'm sure there must be some
people who are do things wrong. I was just wondering, do you think
there should be a little bit more control, maybe, or accountability,
where you'd have to turn in something at least show what you're doing?
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Or do you like this? I'm not putting you on the spot, but I know how
peocple are.

A: I'm sure no matter what laws are made there's going to be scmebody
who might abuse them. But I can only speak for our family and as the
law is right now it gives the parent the freedam to decide for
himself, like deciding for a Christian school instead of a public
school. We're deciding we're teaching at home instead of in a school
situation, but they're still being taught.

Q: Are you aware of a state where there's a problem?

A: Yes, but if I would speak on it it would be just from what I've
been reading. In Iowa and in Michigan right now just from the
magazine. We get a home school magazine right now and it tries to
keep us up to date, what things are like, and maybe things that we
need to know about.

Q: So things vary?

At Yes, from state to state. In Iowa right now the parents are
required, not the parents but I'm saying the teacher has to be a
certified teacher, within the state and like I say, Iowa for sure.
There might be two other states. Not a whole lot, but I can see as a
parent that that would make it really hard. Suppose you only
graduated from high school and this a decision you wanted to do.
Seems to me that's a parents' decision. Come back to Illinois as far
as more accountability. From what I know, I don't think that you
should make laws for the exception. The laws of a nation should be
made as a whole and not laws for the, what is the term, for the
exception? I know, the words they use, you don't make laws for hard
cases., I know that's a disagreement among politicians (laughter) so
here it is in home schooling, too. I like how it is in Tl1linois. I
think that God gave us our children and we are responsible for them to
Him, and T don't think necessarily that public school is bad, you
know, because there are many families that couldn't do what we're
doing. They might not have the finances, they might not have a mom
that can be home, maybe she needs to be away from the hame during the
day and maybe she wouldn't feel that she could be the best teacher.
Right now I feel comfortable being my children's teacher but there may
came a point where I'm not. There definitely will, I know there will,
scme po. because I don't know everything. I'm not scme super
intelligent person so there's got to be subjects where someone is more
qualified in one area. As Christians we think their character is very
1 , too. There's always going to be a balance in our lives,

ch is more important? what the balance is? Not which is more
important [but] what the balance is at that point. You want them to
have a good education, but their character and owr home and ocur home
life is important, too. So there has to be a balance there. Finding
it, I think that's what each family has to do, and that's hard. To
make a law, I don't like that idea.

Q: Had you worked before? Had you worked outside the home?
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A: Not since we had our oldest. I worked in a bank as a teller when
we were first married, three or four years, and I was home about a
year before we had Greg.

Q: Because your point is good that a lot of women, most women work
outside the home. This is just out of their scope unless they give wp
that extra paycheck. A lot of us would find it very difficult to do.

A: For us we're very comfortable in how we live and I don't think we
need a lot of things, material things. I think that comes into the
choice, too. You can't tell somebody else what to do, those choices
you make yourselves,

Q: Tell me about your support group.

At Okay, the hame school support group. I love it. It helps us a
lot especially the very first year. If I ever talk to hoame school
[pecple] the very first year you need those other pecple.

Q: Are there many people in it?

A: Yes, there's probably thirty-five families, I think. We counted
them up like at Christmas, February, Valentine's Day we were thinking
of how many kids could be at the party. Home school meets once a
month, but we take off in the summer, so you know, you're talking nine
meetings a year during school. Next year it might not even be every
month, it might be every other month with an in-between month an
activity for the whole family. So it's really neat, I think so. Even
just in the year I've been in it we've geen the hame school suupport
group tackle some new things. Like we had a person from WILL [PBS TV
station] come and share with us the instructional TV plan ard as a
home school support group we can subscribe to it as if we were a
school building and then we would have one flat fee. Each family
would then have the right for taping and using. I'm not sure even
what the decision was made. We're supposed to know by fall about
that. I haven't heard anything., We've done that and we have a lot of
the activities like field trips for the kids. Iast fall there was two
of them that were really neat. There was more than that but two I'm
thinking of we were able to go to Rock Spring. They're done like in
grade groups because in Decatur right now the home schoolers in high
school age there's about four kids. There's not a lot in the high
school, it's really from sixth grade on down, it's the largest rumber
of children who are hame schooling in their families.

Q: Can you think of a mmber, how many kids are we talking about?

A: I'll have to lock that up. We'll do that pretty soon. Those
would only be the anes that are involved in the hame school support
group. There are some, I've heard people say, but I've never met
anybody that's not in the hame school support group that home schools,
I haven't met anybody. But there are a few other families, too. But
I know that it was around thirty-five families, because we got a new
directory. I'm sure of that, but as far as the mmber of children
‘right now I'd have to look that up. [fifty-six children)

































