
Preface  

This  manuscript is t h e  product of a t ape  recorded in t e rv i ew conducted by 
C l i f f o r d  Keith Wilson I11 f o r  t h e  Oral His tory  Of f i ce  during t h e  Fall of 
1978. Liz Curl  t r ansc r ibed  t h e  t apes  and Linda Jett e d i t e d  t h e  t r a n s c r i p t .  

Edwin Waldmire w a s  born i n  Petersburg,  I l l i n o i s  on May 16, 1916. H e  had 
e a r l y  ambitions t o  g e t  i n t o  t h e  f i e l d  of bus iness ,  H e  earned a B.A. from 
Knox College i n  Galesburg, I l l i n o i s .  During h i s  c o l l e g e  days he had h i s  
f i r s t  experience wi th  food s e r v i c e  and was present  a t  Knox College when 
Paramount made a movie the re .  H i s  s m a l l  sandwich shop was used a s  t h e  
costume department f o r  t h i s  f i lm .  M r .  Waldmire served i n  t h e  Army A i r  
Corps during World War 11, i n  t h e  f inance  o f f i c e  i n  Amarillo,  Texas. 

M r .  Waldmire has  been a c t i v e  i n  both t h e  United World F e d e r a l i s t s ,  a 
group working f o r  a s t r o n g e r  U.N. and u l t i m a t e l y  a world government; and 
t h e  anti-Vietnam w a r  movement i n  t h e  1960s and 1970s. 

Readers of t h e  o r a l  h i s t o r y  memoir should bear  i n  mind t h a t  i t  is a 
t r a n s c r i p t  of t h e  spoken word, and t h a t  t h e  in te rv iewer ,  n a r r a t o r  and 
e d i t o r  sought t o  preserve  t h e  informal ,  conversa t iona l  s t y l e  t h a t  i s  
inhe ren t  i n  such h i s t o r i c a l  sources.  Sangamon S t a t e  Univers i ty  is n o t  
r e spons ib l e  f o r  t h e  f a c t u a l  accuracy of t h e  memoir, nor  f o r  views expressed 
the re in ;  t hese  a r e  f o r  t h e  reader  t o  judge. 

The manuscript may be read ,  quoted and c i t e d  f r e e l y .  It may no t  be 
reproduced i n  whole o r  i n  p a r t  by any means, e l e c t r o n i c  o r  mechanical, 
without  permission i n  w r i t i n g  from the  O r a l  His tory  Off ice ,  Sangarnon 
S t a t e  Univers i ty ,  Sp r ing f i e ld ,  I l l i n o i s ,  62708. 
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Edwin Waldmire, December 2 ,  1978, Rochester, I l l i n o i s .  

Cl i f f  Wilson, Interviewer,  

Q :  we'll t r y  s t a r t i n g  with your background, What is  your s o c i a l  background? 
Where do you h a i l  from? 

A: Petersburg, I l l i n o i s .  I was born May 16, 1916, went t o  Petersburg 
Grade School. Typical small town background. Real happy family l i f e .  
Fishing--[we] had a stream running behind the  house where we dammed up 
and swam and f i shed i n  the  summertime and camped a t  Chautauqua when 
school was out .  J u s t  an average small town. What e l s e  do you want t o  
know about the  . . . 
Q: What were t h e  th ings  t h a t  you did f o r  fun and the  th ings  that  you did 
t o  make money as a boy? 

A: Well, nothing i n  Petersburg. 

Q: You moved to Spr ingf ie ld  l a t e r ,  didn't you? 

A: Yes, the  crash of 1929 and 1930 wiped my f a t h e r  out  and we moved to 
Spr ingf ie ld  t o  s t a r t  over again and then we a l l  worked. Paper route ,  
played i n  a dance band, s t a r t e d  a s  a freshman i n  Spr ingf ie ld  High School. 
The next six years was p r e t t y  much school and work. 

Q: Where did you go t o  school? 

A: Spr ingf ie ld  High School and two years a t  Spr ingf ie ld  Junior  College, 
c a l l e d  College of I l l i n o i s  now. 

Q: What courses did you take there? 

A: Well, Spr ingf ie ld  High School was col lege  preparatory course. And 
Spr ingf ie ld  Junior  College was a business course, bookkeeping, accounting, 
government, 

Q:  What kind of professions were your parents  involved i n ?  

A: My father was a insurance farm manager and my mother never worked. 

Q: J u s t  a housewife. 

A: Housewife. 

Q: How did the  crash of 1929 and the  Depression a f f e c t  your family 's  
l i f e  s t y l e ?  
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A: Well, i t  wiped us  out .  My f a t h e r  made a good l i v i n g  i n  Pe tersburg ,  
upper income and was i n  the--oh, [he]  owned q u i t e  a b i t  of land and 
bought t h ings  on margin l i k e  a l o t  of people d id  back i n  those  days. And 
when t h e  market co l lapsed  i t  no t  only wiped him ou t  f i n a n c i a l l y ,  but  l e f t  
him about f o r t y  thousand d o l l a r s  i n  t h e  ho le ,  which he spent  almost t h e  
r e s t  of h i s  l i f e  paying back. H e  never took bankruptcy. He pa id  back 
a l l  of h i s  debts .  

Q: And he was forced t o  se l l  a l l  of h i s  land? 

A: Right.  

Q: About how much land d id  he own? 

A: Oh, he had a p l a n t a t i o n  down i n  Miss i s s ipp i  and an  orange grove i n  
F lor ida .  I ' m  no t  q u i t e  s u r e  what they a l l  were. I was only fou r t een  a t  
t h a t  t i m e .  

Q: These weren't  a l l  l o c a l  investments  then? 

A: No. 

Q: What kind of r e l i g i o u s  background do you have? 

A: W e  were r a i s e d  Methodists and went t o  church every Sunday, church and 
Sunday school ,  Well, up through high school .  

Q: Do you s t i l l  a t t e n d  church r e g u l a r l y ?  

A: No, I haven ' t  been t o  church f o r  maybe twenty years .  

Q: What changed your mind? 

A: Well, t h a t ' s  a very involved ques t ion .  Af te r  j un io r  co l l ege ,  I went 
on t o  Knox College and began t o  g e t  i n t o  psychology and sociology and 
anthropology and began t o  ques t ion  b a s i c  r e l i g i o u s  concepts ,  and became, 
I guess ,  what you ca l l  a n  agnos t ic .  And I guess ,  l e t ' s  s eee ,  t h a t ' s  i t .  

Q: So you a t tended  Knox College. About what time would t h i s  have been? 

A: 1937, 1938, and 1939. 

Q: What was your major? 

A: My major was bus iness  admin i s t r a t i on ,  a minor i n  psychology. 

Q: What was Galesburg, I l l i n o i s  l i k e  a t  t h a t  t i m e ?  

A: Well, s o r t  of a rough f r o n t i e r  town, gambling wide open, a r a i l r o a d  
town. Populat ion of about  f o r t y  thousand. What e l s e ?  I don ' t  know what 
I can say  about Galesburg, I l l i n o i s .  

Q: Af te r  graduat ing  from Knox College, where d id  you go from t h e r e ?  
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A: Univers i ty  of I l l i n o i s .  

Q: What degree were you s tudying f o r ?  

A: Well, then  I w a s  going t o  g e t  i n t o  a g r i c u l t u r e  and go i n t o  bus iness  
with my f a t h e r  as a farm manager. So I spent  two yea r s  of g e t t i n g  a 
degree i n  a g r i c u l t u r e  and bus iness  adminis t ra t ion .  I ended up wi th  
three :  a B.S. and a B.A., a B.A. from Knox i n  Business Administrat ion,  
and a B.S. i n  Agr i cu l tu re  from the  U of I, and almost a mas ter ' s  degree 
i n  Agr icu l ture .  I never q u i t e  f i n i s h e d  t h a t .  I d i d n ' t  f i n i s h  my t h e s i s .  

Q: Your f a t h e r  being i n  bad f i n a n c i a l  cond i t i on  a t  t h i s  time, how were 
you a b l e  t o  a f f o r d  t o  go t o  school  f o r  so long? 

A: Well--so t h i s  makes a l i t t l e  sense--my f a t h e r  managed about four  
thousand a c r e s  of  Knox College ground i n  t h e  Beardstown bottom. And he 
took m e  up t o  Knox College and introduced m e  t o  M r .  McClellan who was a 
t r e a s u r e r  of t h e  co l l ege .  And a t  t h a t  t i m e  t h e  t u i t i o n  was I t h i n k  t h r e e  
hundred and f i f t y  d o l l a r s  a semester.  I t h i n k  now i t ' s  something l i k e  
f i f t e e n  hundred d o l l a r s  a semester.  But they agreed t o  g ive  me a job as 
j a n i t o r  a t  t h e  co l l ege  t o  pay my way through. So T e n r o l l e d  t h e r e  i n  t h e  
f a l l  of 1937 and got  a job of j a n i t o r  and s o r t  of a maintenance man a t  
t h e  co l lege .  

Q: Were t h e r e  any o the r  t h ings  you d id  while  a t  Knox College t o  make 
money? 

A: Yes, t h a t  j a n i t o r ' s  job only l a s t e d  about two months and Beta Theta 
P i ,  let 's  s e e  . . . I was pledged t o  Beta Theta P i  and they got  me a job 
a s  p a r t  of t h e  pledger  arrangement wi th  Howard's Coffee Corner i n  downtown 
Galesburg, where I began t o  g e t  i n t o  t h e  food business .  And I must have 
l i k e d  i t ,  because wi th in  fou r  months I was managing t h e  place.  Then 
wi th in  about t h e  end of t h a t  f i r s t  year ,  we had a chance t o  r e n t  a l i t t l e  
sandwich shop on the  campus t h a t  two o the r  s t u d e n t s  and myself leased  
from a M r .  Wenselman on a weekly bas i s .  He d i d n ' t  be l i eve  i n  long term 
l e a s e s  o r  insurance,  a real rugged i n d i v i d u a l i s t .  W e  paid h i s  f i v e  
d o l l a r s  a week r e n t  every Monday morning. W e  walked over  t o  h i s  house 
and gave him a f i v e  d o l l a r  b i l l .  That was our  r e n t  and t h e  p l ace  w a s  
q u i t e  successfu l .  And t h e  rest of my co l l ege ,  i t  took me t h r e e  years  t o  
g e t  through two yea r s  of Knox because we spent  so  much time working. But 
i t  made p r e t t y  good money. I came ou t  of Knox College with . . . I paid 
a l l  my expenses and came out  wi th  two thousand d o l l a r s  t o  t h e  good, when 
I graduated.  

Q: Who were your two pa r tne r s?  

A: A f e l l ow named Bill Bowling and Steve,  t h e  last  name has s l i pped  me, 
Steve Carpenter.  Steve Carpenter and B i l l  Bowling, 

Q: What kind of food d id  you sel l  a t  t h i s  sandwich shop? 

A: Well, we s t a r t e d  ou t  with a l imi t ed  menu and a s e a t i n g  capac i ty  of 
twelve and we enlarged i t  over t h e  next  year  t o  seat f i f t y  and mainly 
hamburgers and, w e l l  . . , w e  were open Tor b reak fas t .  Ham and eggs, 
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bacon and eggs, h a t  cakes, milk shakes. Rented bicycles.  Bu i l t  l iv ing 
quar ters  on the  back of t h i s  r e s t au ran t  where two of us  l ived.  

Q: You mentioned t o  me before t h a t  one of the  movie s tud ios  made a f i l m  
a t  Knox College. 

A: Oh yes, Paramount came i n  and made a movie ca l l ed  Those Were the  Days 
a t  Old Siwash s t a r r i n g  Bonita Granvil le  and Bill Holden, Ezra Stone. 
And i t  was good public  r e l a t i o n s  and pub l i c i ty  f o r  the  college.  Classes 
were dismissed for about t h i r t y  days.- The bulk of the  s tudents  t h a t  
wanted t o  were paid t en  d o l l a r s  a day as ex t ras .  

Our l i t t l e  res t au ran t  was r i g h t  i n  the  middle of the  whole operat ion.  We 
did a land o f f i c e  business during t h i s  t i m e .  I n  add i t ion  t o  the  f i f t y  
t h a t  we could s e a t  ins ide ,  they were l ined up on the  curb outs ide .  We 
sold  a record of over twelve hundred cokes in one day. That 's when cokes 
were a n icke l  too. One of the  b i g  sources of income f o r  us were our 
gambling devices. W e  had s l o t  machines and p i n b a l l  machines and b a r r e l s  
of fun and punch boards and a l l  l e g a l  i n  Galesburg. Even t h e  barber 
shops and grocery s t o r e s  had p inba l l  machines and s l o t  machines. We made 
more off  of these  gambling devices,  a s  much off  t h e  gambling devices as 
we made on the  food. 

Q: Now that was your l i t t l e  sandwich shop? 

A: Yes, r i g h t .  

Q: Did p inba l l  machines, i n  those days, g ive  money? 

A: Yes, they kicked out  money. W e  had one machine t h a t  you could put as 
much as f i f t e e n  cen t s  i n  t o  t r i p l e  your winnings and i f  you were a s k i l l f u l  
player you could a l legedly  make t en  o r  f i f t e e n  d o l l a r s  on the  jackpot. 
Of course, few people made any money on it. 

Q: Do you th ink these  gambling machines were somewhat crooked? 

A: They're not crooked but  the  odds a r e  aga ins t  you. They're aga ins t  
the  player and our conscience used t o  bother us  when we--maybe we'd make 
a couple of hundred d o l l a r s  a week on these  gambling machines. But we 
s o r t  of f igured  i f  we d idn ' t  have them, they'd go next door and play them 
i n  the  barber shop o r  the  grocery s t o r e ,  o r  even the  f i l l i n g  s t a t i o n s  had 
p i n b a l l  machines. So we salved our conscience by, i f  we weren't taking 
t h e  money from these  people t h a t  were using t he  machine, somebody e l s e  
would get  it. 

Q: Did your conscience ever bother you so  much t h a t  you thought of 
taking the  machines out?  

A: No. 

Q: Money t a lks .  (laughs) Did you have a chance t o  meet any of these  
people from Paramount? 
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A: Oh yes. In  f a c t ,  our l i t t l e  res t au ran t  became the  headquarters f o r  
the  supplies .  The uniforms, the  sweaters,  the  c lo thes  t h a t  were worn 
back i n  the  l a t e  1800's. W e  were a supply depot--I suppose you'd c a l l  
i t .  

Q: Kind of l i k e  the  costume department? 

A: Costume department, r i g h t .  

Q: What did you do a f t e r  you graduated from the Universi ty of I l l i n o i s ?  

A: Let ' s  see. W e  got married i n  1940, my l a s t  year a t  t h e  U of I. 
Then, of course, Pearl Harbor occurred December--wasn't it--of 1941? And 
I graduated t h e  following summer and got . . . l e t ' s  see  how d i d  t h i s  go? 
Cur t i s  Wright i n  S t .  Louis was h i r i n g  machinists  so they gave a t h i r t y  
day course i n  machine shop t o o l s  a t  the  U of I t h a t  I took. And appl ied  
t o  Cur t i s  Wright f o r  a machinist job, and was h i red  a s  a machinist i n ,  
t h a t  would have been i n  late 1941 o r  e a r l y  1942--somewhere along there.  
Then we moved t o  Bridgeton Terrace and spent the  next year and a ha l f  
working a t  Cur t i s  Wright a s  a machinist. 

Q: While a t  Cur t i s  Wright, d id  anything happen unusual? 

A: Y e s .  That 's  probably where I began to--became anti-pentagon, 
ant i -mi l i ta ry ,  ant i-corporat ion.  They had a cost-plus con t rac t  with the  
Navy t o  build what they ca l l ed  t h e  SB2C1 dive bomber. Whatever the  cos t  
of the  plane was, they got t en  percent over t h a t .  And a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
t i m e ,  I was running a mi l l ing  machine. They had f u l l  page ads i n  the  S t .  
Louis papers crying f o r  workers t o  produce t h i s  dive bomber and on my 
machine, which only required one operator .  The mi l l ing  machine is not a 
mass production machine. It was a slow moving machine. I had a man 
assigned t o  me t h a t  j u s t  s a t  the re  on a s t o o l  p r a c t i c a l l y  the  e n t i r e  
s h i f t  where you've go t  a machine t h a t  r equ i res  maybe only one o r  less 
than one person when a c u t  is  set. We had two people watching t h i s  
machine and they were j u s t  doubling up on the  cos t  of production. Most 
machines had two people assigned t o  them t h a t  r e a l l y  only required one. 

A t  t h a t  time, my brother  had--my two brothers  had both joined the  service ,  
one i n  the A i r  Force, one i n  t h e  Navy. And B i l l ,  the  next brother ,  had 
graduated from Kelly Air Force Base and was with the  68th Fighter  Squadron 
operat ing off  of Guadalcanal. And Bob was with a Seabee u n i t  someplace 
i n  the  Phil ippines.  These were dark days of the  war because we were 
being pushed back. Well, I ' l l  ge t  i n t o  t h i s  l a t e r  perhaps, but t o  ge t  
back t o  Cur t i s  Wright, 

The foreman of t h a t  department was very discouraged about how the  surplus  
manpower was being wasted a t  Cur t i s  Wright and [so were] seve ra l  o ther  
individuals .  It was department t h i r t y ,  It was a t o o l  room, a t o o l  room 
a t  Cur t i s  Wright, t h a t  made the  t o o l s  t h a t  were used t o  make t h e  d ive  
bomber. So they s o r t  of cooperated with me i n  a study of the  wasted 
manpower that was being used a t  Cur t i s  Wright. I spent  months documenting 
the  hours and time, wasted time spent i n  i n f l a t i n g  the  cos t  of t h i s  
a i rp lane .  And s e n t  it to--when the  repor t  was finished--sent i t  t o  
Walter Winchell, D r e w  Pearaon, some congressmen and senators  and within a 
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month a l l  h e l l  broke loose  a t  C u r t i s  Wright. The in spec to r s  came i n  and 
I w a s  c a l l e d  up i n t o  t h e  main o f f i c e  and asked why I hadn ' t  given them 
t h e  r epo r t .  And why d id  I go over t h e i r  heads and send i t  o u t s i d e  t h e  
p lan t .  My answer t o  t h a t  i s  t h a t  I never f i gu red  i t  would do any good t o  
g ive  them t h e  r e p o r t .  They knew what was going on. I would j u s t  be 
squelched. So I wanted t o  g e t  i t  ou t  i n t o  t h e  hands of people t h a t  maybe 
could do something about  it. It was a r e a l  rough time. I almost had a 
nervous breakdown. I got  a case  of sh ing le s  t h a t  put  me i n  bed f o r  about 
a week. Anyway I had an  o f f e r  of a job wi th  Rals ton  Purina and they 
r e l eased  me from my o b l i g a t i o n  t o  s t a y  a s  a, I guess ,  defense p l a n t  
worker, we were c a l l e d  back i n  those  days. 

Q: Were you on c o n t r a c t ?  

A: No, but  then you were f rozen  i n  your job. You couldn ' t  v o l u n t a r i l y  
leave  your job un le s s  you got--you couldn ' t  change jobs.  

Q: Was t h i s  because of t h e  war? 

A: Yes, I ' l l  have t o  review t h a t .  Anyway, they  r e l eased  me and I l e f t  
C u r t i s  Wright and went t o  work f o r  Rals ton  Purina. 

Q: What job d id  you have a t  Ralston Purina? 

A: Commercial research  department i n  a g r i c u l t u r e  products.  

Q: What did t h a t  involve? 

A: Oh, surveying t h e  needs of farmers f o r  feed requirements,  vi tamin 
requirements f o r  l i v e s t o c k  animals: sheep, c a t t l e ,  hogs. Mainly i n  t h e  
d a i r y  f i e l d  . 
Q: Is t h e r e  a l o t  of f i e l d  work involved? 

A: Yes, t e s t i n g .  My job w a s  t o  test t h e  commercial acceptance of mainly 
vi tamins i n  t h e  d a i r y  indus t ry ,  and t h e  sheep indus t ry ,  and t h e  hog 
indus t ry .  And I d id  q u i t e  a b i t  of work i n  Wisconsin and no r the rn  I l l i n o i s .  
Well, t h a t ' s  enough of t h a t .  That ' s  enough of t h a t  f o r  now. Okay, go on 
t o  something e l s e .  

Q: You mentioned two b r a t h e r s  t h a t  were . . . one was i n  t h e  68th  F igh te r  
Squadron and t h e  o t h e r  w a s  i n  t h e  Seabees. I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  they probably 
wrote home while  they were overseas.  What were they experiencing? 

A: No, they d i d n ' t  w r i t e  home very  much. Not because they,  w e l l  t h e y ' r e  . . . I don' t  know i f  t h e y ' r e  good l e t t e r  writers o r  not .  But I t h i n k  
they probably--they j u s t  d i d n ' t  have an  oppor tuni ty  t o  wr i t e  home. 
B i l l ' s  commander, squadron commander w a s  k i l l e d  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  they  got  t o  
Guadalcanal and they s o r t  of operated on a wing and a prayer ,  very  l i t t l e  
communication t o  t h e  o u t s i d e  world. These were busy times. They were 
busy f igh t ing .  I don ' t  t h ink  they had much time t o  write letters home. 

Q: Were e i t h e r  of your b ro the r s  wounded? 
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A: Oh Bob was shot  up i n  the  Phi l ippines  and ended up with a s t i f f  l e f t  
l eg  and an a r t i f i c i a l  h ip .  B i l l  was very for tunate .  He's the  only 
surviving member of the  68th Pursui t  Squadron. And he never got wounded. 
Came c lose ,  holes  i n  the  plane every once i n  a while back from the  mission 
but they never got  t o  him. 

Q: Did you serve  i n  the  armed fo rces  during the  war too? 

A: Y e s ,  I was dra f t ed  i n  1945. 

Q: What branch of the  armed forces  did you serve  i n ?  

A: Well, it was Army A i r  Force--at t h a t  t i m e  i t  was Army A i r  Force. It 
was before we  had a separa te  A i r  Force. 

Q: What places were you assigned t o  and what did you do? 

A: Well, I went i n t o  For t  Sheridan, inducted a t  Fort  Sheridan and w e ' l l  
sk ip  over t h i s  r a t h e r  quickly. When we have more t i m e  we can go back 
i n t o  the  d e r a i l s  of t h i s ,  I became an interviewer a t  For t  Sheridan f o r  
the  f i r s t  t h i r t y  days of my Army ca ree r ,  I was assigned t o  the  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  
sec t ion .  Well, I guess, we ought t o  cover t h a t  a l i t t l e  b i t .  When I got  
t o  Sheridan t o  be sworn i n ,  i t  was a l i t t l e  b i t  l i k e  old home week. My 
psychology professor a t  Knox College was a reserve  Army o f f i c e r .  Professor 
Miller swore me i n  and we marched down S t a t e  S t r e e t  behind a band, got on 
a t r a i n ,  went t o  For t  Sheridan. 

Q: What town was t h i s  i n ?  

A: Chicago. It 's hard t o  imagine now a f t e r  Korea and Vietnam, but  i n  
those days a s o l d i e r  was a very e l i te  person. On weekend leaves i n  
Chicago, when you'd go downtown with your f r i e n d s ,  you were wined and 
dined. I f  you went i n  a tavern you couldn' t  spend any money f o r  beer. 
The public  would buy your beer. You were a s o r t  of a hero back i n  those 
days. It i s n ' t  l i k e  t h a t  now. Anyway when I got t o  the  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  
sec t ion  and I glanced around the  room, I saw another Knox student  by the  
name of Henry Sipe s i t t i n g  a t  a desk interviewing a new inductee. So I 
went over and s a i d ,  '%Hi, Hank. What i n  the  h e l l  a r e  you doing here?" 
And he says,  "Well, I ' m  an interviewer." I sa id ,  "How long you been up 
here?" H e  sa id ,  "Three days." And it  looked l i k e  an i n t e r e s t i n g  job. I 
sa id ,  "What do you have t o  do t o  ge t  a job l i k e  t h i s ? "  And he says,  "You 
s e e  t h a t  sergeant  up the re  a t  the  f r o n t  desk?" " ~ e s . "  "You j u s t  t e l l  
him t h a t  you majored In psychology a t  Knox College. They're looking f o r  
interviewers." So I walked up t o  the  sergeant  and t o l d  him my background, 
t h a t  I had graduated from Knox College and majored i n  psychology. It was 
my minor but then a small  d i f ference .  So he says,  "Fine, r epor t  back t o  
m e  i n  the  morning," Which I did.  I never even got interviewed i n  the  
sec t ion .  I j u s t  l e f t  and spent  the  rest of the  day roaming around the  
base and reported i n  the  next morning and he assigned me a desk and I 
became an interviewer.  It was an i n t e r e s t i n g  job. Weekends I came home. 
Some weekends my wife came up and we roamed around Chicago on weekends. 
After  t h i r t y  days, t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  phase of the--this was the  b i g  induction 
following the  co l l apse  of Germany and I suppose, i n  r e t rospec t  now, the  
Army was g e t t i n g  ready f o r  a b ig  push i n  Japan and the  people t h a t  had 
been inducted or  d ra f t ed  had been l a rge ly  deferred f o r  various reasons. 



They had e s s e n t i a l  occupat ions but  a l o t  of t hese  deferments were cance l led  
i n  t h i s  last  b i g  push. Most of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  I went in--the c l a s s  I 
went i n  wi th ,  were nea r ly  a l l  co l l ege  graduates ,  many wi th  mas t e r ' s  
degrees.  And t h e  group t h a t  l e f t  Fo r t  Sheridan f o r  our  thirty-days-wonder 
bas i c  t r a i n i n g  a t  Shepherd F i e l d ,  Wichita F a l l s ,  Texas, which w a s  r e a l l y  
t h e  only uncomfortable t h i r t y  days I ever  spent  i n  t h e  Amy. L e t ' s  g e t  
back t o  t h a t  a l i t t l e  l a t e r ,  too. we'll skim over some of t h i s  s t u f f  and 
g e t  on through it. We can come back and f i l l  i n  some of t h e  gaps. 

The group t h a t  went t o  Wichita F a l l s  chose, now this w a s  Army t h a t  we 
were inducted i n t o .  We chose t h e  A i r  Force a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e  
because we thought we'd have a chance of g e t t i n g  out e a r l i e r  by being i n  
t h e  A i r  Force than  any o t h e r  branch of t h e  Army, p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  i n f a n t r y .  
No one chose t h e  i n f a n t r y .  

Q: How were you a b l e  t o  choose what branch you went i n t o  being a d r a f t e e ?  

A: Well, i n  t h i s  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  s e c t i o n  i n  t h e  back room were these.  
They weren't  cryptograph machines but  they were t i c k e r  t ape  machines t h a t  
r an  o f f  t h e  requirements what the Army w a s  needing a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  
time. And i t ' s  fo r tuna te .  You've heard t h e  s t o r y  o f t e n  t h a t  i f  you a r e  
a butcher i n  p r i v a t e  l i f e ,  they 'd probably send you t o  t h e  i n f a n t r y .  And 
i f  you were a d i t c h  d igger  i n  p r i v a t e  l i f e ,  they 'd probably send you t o  
t he  mess h a l l  t o  be a cook. One of t h e  reasons t h a t  t h i s  happens is t h a t  
t h e  c a l l  would come i n  f o r  so  many cooks, o r  s o  many engineers  o r  so  many 
whatever and whatever group you were in te rv iewing  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e .  
These quotas  would need t o  be f i l l e d  r ega rd l e s s  of whether they had t h e  
necessary q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  f o r  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  job. Well, we knew from t h e  
t i c k e r  t a p e s  t h a t  when t h e  c a l l  came through f o r  A i r  Force we could . . . 
we, i n  a sense,  q u a l i f i e d  ourse lves  t o  go i n t o  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  branch 
because we had t h e  information t h a t  w a s  coming o f f  of t hese  Army requirements 
f o r  t h e i r  inductees  and most of u s  chose. You a l s o  could choose what 
branch, what department you wanted i n  t h i s ,  i n  t h e  A i r  Force, and we 
chose t h e  f inance  o f f i c e .  But everyone took t h e i r  t h i r t y  days b a s i c  
t r a i n i n g  so when t h a t  w a s  f i n i s h e d ,  t h a t  would have been i n  t h e  summer 
of-- la te  summer of 1941, maybe 1941 o r  1942. Anyway a group of about t e n  
o r  twelve were then  s e n t  t o  Amarillo and assigned t o  t h e  f inance  o f f i c e  
a t  t h e  Amarillo Army A i r  Force base,  where I spent  t h e  rest of my Army 
days, i n  the  f inance  o f f i c e  a t  Amarillo. L e t ' s  go on from t h e r e  and 
w e ' l l  f i l l  i n  some of t h e  d e t a i l s  l a t e r .  I could t a l k  f o r  hours  on t h i s .  
And I don ' t  want t o  t a l k  f o r  hours on t h i s .  

Q: You s a i d  t h a t  was in 1941, but  you were d r a f t e d  i n  1944, weren ' t  you? 

A: Okay. Scratch those  d a t e s  o f f .  The d a t e s  a r e  wrong. 1941 was P e a r l  
Harbor. My God, yes ,  1945, maybe 1945. 

Q: Your bas i c  t r a i n i n g  a t  that t i m e ,  what d id  t h a t  involve? 

A: Oh, running t h e  o b s t a c l e  course  and l ea rn ing  how t o  use  gas masks and 
machine guns and t h e  M-1 r i f l e ,  a t h r e e  day bivouac. Lots of marching, 
and d r i l l i n g ,  from sunup t o  sundown. 

Q: What were your d r i l l  i n s t r u c t o r s  l i k e ?  
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A: They were p r e t t y  much what you'd c a l l  a despicable  person. Tough, 
no t  t h e  s o r t  of person--I never m e t  any of them ind iv idua l ly  but  you 
wouldn't want t o  c a l l  any of them f r i e n d s  of yours ,  I don ' t  th ink .  

Q: Did you have any t r o u b l e  with any of them? 

A: Not i n  bas i c  t r a i n i n g .  I had t r o u b l e  wi th  a young l i e u t e n a n t .  Maybe 
t h i s  has  something t o  do wi th  anti-war f e e l i n g s ,  I don ' t  know. I don' t  
t h ink  we need t o  g e t  i n t o  t h a t .  

Q: Well, i t  might he lp  a l o t .  I f  you want t o  take  i t  out  later  you can. 
1 'd  l i k e  t o  g e t  i n t o  i t  i f  you would. 

A: Okay. Payday i n  t h e  Army is usua l ly  Saturday. You r e p o r t  t o  your 
paymaster and you walk up, s a l u t e  and g ive  your name, rank and s e r i a l  
number. And you ' re  doled ou t  on top  of a n  o ld  Army b lanket ,  your thirty-two 
d o l l a r s  and f i f t y  c e n t s  or  whatever your pay comes to .  It d i d n ' t  amount 
t o  much and t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  l i e u t e n a n t  asked m e  i f  I had shaved t h a t  
morning. And I had shaved t h a t  morning, bu t  I ' v e  got  a dark  beard. I 
was a l i t t l e  b i t  i n s u l t e d  t h a t  he thought I hadn ' t  shaved and I aske  d  
him what he h e w  about  shaving because he was some young--maybe e ighteen  
o r  nineteen.  What you c a l l  a shave-tai led l i e u t e n a n t .  H e  d i d n ' t  look 
l i k e  he'd ever  shaved i n  h i s  l i f e  and he d i d n ' t  l i k e  t h a t  a t t i t u d e .  [So 
he] pu t  me on r e p o r t  and I had t o  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  l o c a l  b a t t a l i o n  commander 
and t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  confined m e  t o  t h e  base. H e  s a i d ,  ''I'll conf ine  you 
t o  t h e  base." I s a i d ,  " W e l l ,  t h a t ' s  a l l  r i g h t .  I a i n ' t  going anyplace 
anyway." The b a t t a l i o n  commander j u s t  laughed i t  off  and s a i d  f o r g e t  i t .  

Q: Who was your b a t t a l i o n  commander a t  t h a t  time? 

A: I don ' t  know. Can't remember. 

Q: Remember what rank he was? 

A: No. 

Q: What e l s e  d id  you do i n  t he  f inance  department? 

A: Well, it  was a l l  p a y r o l l  work. A very  i n t e r e s t i n g  s t o r y .  The f inance  
o f f i c e  w a s  s t a f f e d  by roughly two hundred, maybe a hundred e n l i s t e d  men 
and a hundred c i v i l i a n s  i n  round numbers. Half of t h a t  number could have 
e a s i l y  done t h e  work. We had too  many people t h e r e  t o  do t h e  work t h a t  
we needed t o  do. The o f f i c e  w a s  run by a co lone l  something o r  o t h e r  from 
out  west t h a t  was a Regular Army man whose--we l a t e r  found out--whose 
occupation before  being d r a f t e d  was a used c a r  salesman. H e  r e a l l y  knew 
nothing about f i nance  work and t h i s  group t h a t  went i n t o  t h e  f inance  
o f f i c e  o r i g i n a l l y  from For t  Sheridan were very q u a l i f i e d  ind iv idua l s  i n  
t h a t ,  t h e i r  c i v i l i a n  background. Well, one w a s  t h e  r eg iona l  t r e a s u r e r  
f o r  t h e  TWA western d iv i s ion .  One was s e c r e t a r y  f o r  t h e  Pennsylvania 
Miners Associat ion,  Mineworkers Associat ion.  We had a farm manager. We 
had one ind iv idua l  from D e t r o i t  t h a t  operated a  small manufacturing p l an t  
employing a hundred people,  bu t  no t  defense product ion,  s o  he was d r a f t e d  
anyway. One was a bank cash ie r .  Another was a n  insurance execut ive  from 
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Por t land ,  Oregon. Very h ighly  q u a l i f i e d  ind iv idua l s  mostly wi th  mas ter ' s  
degrees,  a l l  buck p r iva t e s .  Not a man of u s  had a s i n g l e  s t r i p e ,  no t  
even a p r i v a t e  f i r s t  c l a s s .  Real ly none of u s  wanted, none of u s  were 
bucking f o r  any s t r i p e s  because almost a s  a group we were i n t e r e s t e d  i n  
mainly one th ing .  And t h a t  w a s  g e t t i n g  out  of t he  A i r  Force. Because a t  
t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  t ime, Germany had been defea ted  and t h e  atomic bomb had 
been dropped on Hiroshima and Japan had folded.  We were s tuck  i n  t h i s  
f i nance  o f f i c e  i n  Amarillo mustering ou t  what were c a l l e d  a i r  cade ts .  
Many, many thousands of young ind iv idua l s  t h a t  had been d r a f t e d  were no 
longer  needed and were i n  t h e  process  of being mustered out  of t h e  A i r  
Force. And he re  we a r e  s tuck  down t h e r e  p r a c t i c a l l y  a l l  of u s  wi th  
f a m i l i e s  mustering ou t  t h e s e  A i r  Cadets. 

Q: Being a l l  t h e  way down i n  Texas, how d id  you manage leaves  t o  go home 
o r  d id  you ever  see your family while  you were down t h e r e ?  

A: Oh, yes.  Some of t hese  th ings  are almost unbel ievable .  I ' m  no t  s u r e  
I ought t o  put  a l l  t h i s  on tape.  Do you t h i n k  i t  should go on tape?  

Q: Oh, sure.  ( laughs)  

A: Why? 

Q: ~ t ' s  very important.  

A:  It 's not  very important.  Because of t h e  unusual s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h e  
f inance  o f f i c e  and t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  was run by an i n d i v i d u a l  who was 
r e a l l y  no t  q u a l i f i e d  t o  run t h e  f inance  o f f i c e .  And because a dozen of . 

End of Side One, Tape One 

Q: We were t a l k i n g  about  t h e  f inance  o f f i c e .  

A: Yes, okay. Good l i q u o r  was hard t o  come by i n  those days. I c a l l e d  
my f a t h e r  and had him send me down a case  of Old Granddad because a group 
of u s  a t  the  f inance  o f f i c e ,  we had a br idge  game and a poker game going 
almost around t h e  c lock  i n  t h e  back room, s i n c e  t i m e  drug heavy on our  
hands. You've got  t o  remember t h a t  h e r e ' s  a group of people t h a t  a r e  
p r e t t y  we l l  s t u c k  i n  a job t h a t  maybe r e q u i r e s  h a l f  t h e i r  t ime and being 
a l l  married wi th  f a m i l i e s  we had not  much e l s e  t o  do o t h e r  than  g e t  ou t  
t h e  work which we d i d  p ro fe s s iona l ly .  So s e v e r a l  t imes I would go down 
t o  the  hanger with a f i f t h  of Old Granddad under my f a t i g u e s  and without  
any conversa t ion  o r  s p e c i a l  d e a l s ,  you could g ive  t h a t  f i f t h  of whisky t o  
a p i l o t  t h a t ' s  going t o  Chicago and he would f l y  you up t o  Chicago, no 
quest ions asked. 

Q: Would you meet your family the re?  

A: Yes, then  I'd--they'd meet m e  t h e r e  o r  I ' d  hop on a t r a i n  and go down 
t o  Sp r ing f i e ld  and spend a weekend. One week my wife  came down from 
Spr ing f i e ld  and spent  a week with me i n  Amarillo. We got  a . . . we 
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stayed a t  a h o t e l  i n  town and she'd even come out  t o  the  base with m e  and 
helped me do the  payrol l .  The way we could do t h a t  was because we a l l  
worked together  and we could s ign  each o ther  i n  and out  and we could be 
off  the  base and nobody would know the  d i f ference .  

Q: Did you do t h i s  very of ten?  

A: Oh, th ree  o r  four times. 

Q: What happened t o  your sandwich business a t  t h i s  time? 

A: Well, we haven't  got  i n t o  the  sandwich business. 

Q: The sandwich business t h a t  you had a t  Knox College. Did you continue 
i n  the  food se rv ices  t rade?  

A: Y e s .  During t h i s  so ca l l ed  mustering out  phase of the  f inance o f f i c e ,  
Dick Hunter, an insurance executive from Portland, Oregon, had a--his job 
was i n  the  United S t a t e s  Armed Forces I n s t i t u t e  Headquarters and a t  t h a t  
p a r t i c u l a r  time it had ceased t o  function because the  war was over. He 
had absolute ly  nothing t o  do so I moved i n  with him. The two of us  had 
t h i s  old barracks type building t o  ourselves and these  a i r  cadets  t h a t  w e  
were mustering out  w e r e  a l l  confined t o  the  base. They couldn't  leave 
and t h e r e  must have been maybe t e n  thousand of them. So we got an assembly 
l i n e  sandwich operat ion going where we  made ham sandwiches out  of baloney. 
We bought baloney by the  case and ce le ry  by the  case and mayonnaise by 
the  case and we had individuals  peddling ham sandwiches thorough all the  
A i r  Cadets' barracks. That made some p r e t t y  good money, too. 

Q: Was t h i s  because a l l  the  food served by the  Army A i r  Force was so 
bad? 

A: No, no, t h i s  i s  n igh t  snacks. These guys are up a l l  night .  They're 
not  doing anything except waiting t o  ge t  mustered out  and they c a n ' t  
leave the  base. 

Q: What rank were these  A i r  Cadets? 

A: J u s t  A i r  Cadets. I don' t  th ink  they had any rank o ther  than j u s t  
being ca l l ed  A i r  Cadets. They had been d ra f t ed  t o  become f l y e r s .  

Q: They hadn't  f in i shed  t h e i r  f l i g h t  school? 

A: No, they were j u s t  being. . . they had maybe only been i n  the  Army a 
matter of weeks or a month, o r  j u s t  g e t t i n g  inducted i n t o  the  A i r  Force. 

Q: Was it a t  t h i s  time t h a t  you stumbled i n t o  the  hot  dog on the  s t i c k ?  

A: Shortly t h e r e a f t e r ,  we f i n a l l y  got t h e  A i r  Cadets mustered out  and 
were s t i l l  s tuck i n  t h i s  o f f i c e  with very l i t t l e  t o  do. This would have 
been i n  the  next summer o r  May o r  June and we had come across--in f a c t ,  
we saw t h i s  corn dog a t  Muskogee A i r  Force base many years ago when we 
v i s i t e d  my brother  when he w a s  taking his f l i g h t  t r a i n i n g  a t  Muskogee. 
It was a hot  dog with b a t t e r  poured i n t o  a cast i ron  g r idd le  t h a t  baked 
for  f i f teen  minutes and made what they called a corn dog with batter baked 
























































