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T h i s ~ i p t i s t h e p ~ o f a t a p e r e c o r d e d i n t e w i e w ~  
by John KnwpEls cm A p r i l  30, 1957. MElrgaret Reeder tmmmibed the 
tape and Dr. Kmepfle edited and reviewed the tmnscript. TI-& and 
other htemiews in a -ies cm steannboats and inland r i m  were 
producgd under the auspices of .the Rzblic Library of Cincinnati and 
Hamil* CWn'kY, Ohio ard SaqEmm State Uhiversky, Springfield, 
Illinois. 

living fmm 1896-1906 by catching lcgs f m  the 
he discuEtses Irmtmn, Clhio, d-mbats and 

John W f l e  was born in C i n c h t i  in 1923. He a i n e d  his Ph.D. 
in literam frwm Saint Louis Universiw in 1967. Dr. Knoepfle is 
pmently a professor of English at S t a t e  University. He was 
mmd Il lhis  Author of the Ysar in Wbber, 1986. Jahn ard his wife 
P e g h 2 w e ~ d a L l g h t e r ~ m m e S m s .  

I X t r i q  1953-1955 bhile kl~rkhg as -r of an educational 
telev~sion &ation, WCEFTv, C ~ ~ t i ,  Dr. Knoepfle pmposed a 
project on steamboats and inland rivers. These river n m o h  are a 
d t  of the research mllectsd during 1954-1960. 

Readers of the oral history mmir should b a r  in mind a t  it is a 
transcript of the spn3te3l word, and that the llntenriewer, narrator and 
editor mught to pmseme the informal, carnrersational style that is 

in ssuch historical scxlrces. Sarrgatnon State University and 
the Public f;ibrary of Chcirrnati an3 Hamilton CcRznty, Ohio are not 
responsible for the factual accuracy of the m i r ,  nor for viws 
-reseedtherein; theseare forthereaderto judge. 

The manuscript m y  be -, quoted z& cited freely. It rnay not be 
mroduced in whole or in part by any raeans, electrrmic or lnechanical, 
w i t h e  permissinn in writing from either the Oral History O f f i c e ,  
Sangamrzn State University, Sprhqfield,  Illinois, 62794-9243 or the 
Curator of Rare Books and Special CWlections of the Public mrary of 
Cincinnati and Hamilton CcRzrrty, Ohio, 45202-2071. 



John Kmepfle, Interviewer. 

A: In miKinleyls admimistratian there was pmt* hard t h  it 
just started then to pt good times ard amy3xdy was working. They 
would go up in West v q i n i a  and cut paplar thhr, wdmt and odk. 
mt mostly poplar. There wa32 five szlwmills in IrontQn ard the 
biggest sawmill in .the United Sta tes  at .that time was the Cole Clrane 
Ccaupany in  incht ti. Saethes they would have wer seventy 
thcruswndlogsaseasan. Wuuldgetawayf~anthemintheBigSan3yand 
Guyandot Valley and came out in the Ohio River. The state l e g i s l a m  
had a salvage law, and whoever caught those lcgs pulled than ashore 
and thd thesnup ,  they got fifty cents a log, abandoned logs. The 
lcgs was abandoned and was free praperty, it belonged to anybodty. But 
way3m3y was out trying to catch logs, amybdy wim a skiff. Which 
they wanted ym to do because if a log got below Cincinnati it was 
just gone, .that was all. That's huw we made our living year after 
year fmn 1896 to abcRlt 1906. They would cam those logs and pull 
than into the CtMo side, fifty cents, Kentucky side a quarter. The 
legislation &anged the Kmtudy side went to fiw omts and Ohio 
a guarrter. That's hclwwe had to do. Whickmr state paid t h e m s t ,  
weld land the logs in that state. (pause) 

In thcse days you w m t  to work w h m  you was twelve years old. You 
didn't fool ammd. mother was a widcrw W six kids ami we had to 
get out and hustle. That's where thcee logs cane in at. 

A: Oh yes, WiU#ul [Pyle] and I at a m  time we ~~t swmty-tm logs 
one day. They wwldn't give us the nmey, we had to get Dr. Ellison, 
h e w a s t h e c o ~ , h e r u n t h e ~ r e , h e c c r m 3 w e r a n d a ~ i n t e a  
himelf our guardianandhecollectedthemoney. W e w e r e  only fifteen 
years old, they weren't going to give us no --six dollars. 
(chuckles) W e  lived on the river al l  the the, us kids. we would 
makeourownboatsandmaythhg.  Of caursethmenwouldpitchh 
andhelpus. WewaiLdtel lPeteN~wewantedlumberforboats;  
held give it to us, W it and dry it and run it through the planer. 
One baard wtxld be as wide and as hi* as the boat, maybe mty-four  
or twmlyfivs incl3nes wide. He would give us that for mkhhg. Of 
ccrurse we almp aught his logs. If a Log would get away fmn than, 
get ackm, there was m way of getting it baa up the river. Nowadays 
ltls pool stage, just lik a pond as you ccrme up it, but when that 
currant ges,  why they &dnlt tm thase logs back up the river. But 
nuwtheycan. f n t h o & e d a y S b e f ~ r e ~ b u i l t ~ ~ t h e r e w a s n o  
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traffic going towards ~ i t t s h q h  on the Ohio River. It wculd always 
ccane aut of Pittsburgh. 

Q: N m  Irontonwas the hame of the Bay b-. 

A: They lived m South Sixth Street in Ironton; they awned Mte a 
few boats. Their srrwll pa- ran between Hmtingtm mxl Portsmouth, 
daily trips. Let Is see, Mtnthgton is f im miles. A hundred miles 
each day. Fi- miles tach way. They cglly charged fifty cmb frcan 
Huntington to Portsmcruth, fm PortEIsncruth to mtingtm. They had the 
Chevalier, the Greyhcrund, the Lizzie Ba , l2w B. T. Enos, the Lnuise, 
the -rqia. The Geongia was --7idsteel the f hull boat a r c ~ u n d t h e  
Ohio Faver, that was a little kind af a ya&t. Captain Doss Davis - 
had the Bab Ballard, that was a tadmat, They taw& freight trains 
across =0=er to Ashlard, Kentudy. Ore wwld care irrto 
Ironton and it was W m  across to the Aunace Sn Ashland. There was 
mother furnace in Ashland. They wwld transfer abaut eight cars at a 
time, they got the freight train across the river that way. 

Q: There was no bridge there at that t ime? 

A: There was no bridge the Kenam bridge was just finished, 
but they'd have to send ore clear to W e s t  V i r g i n i a  and bring it dam 
throLagb Kmtudq. So they ferried it a- the river at I-. 

Q: Da ycxl have arry personal recollections of the Bay brothers? 

A: Oh yes, I have. lZre sunday rnorningwe was up rn the incline, 
W n a t ' ~  where they a d  those Cars d m  and Qptah   illy Bay got 
his leg bash03 off one Sunday mornhg up there. 

Q: If yclu a d  if yau could talk abu t  that logging a l ittle bit 
mre. Y m  said the l w  were branded. 

A: Whm these trees - going to West Virginia they wwld strip the 
trees a.rd the mee that were going to be cut, to be an the safe side, 
they had kind of like a sledge harmner with initials in the end. 
They'd hit the tree so they couldn't miss having it branded, then 
a f t e r i twascu tdwn theywa ldh i t i tm theend .  Thatwwldprt 
the initial  & the 1- firm on the lcg. 

A: Yelluw poplar was YPC, Nigh was EN, and Newman & Sparta was Ns and 
Cole Qme Ccazrparry was CXX and CtYr>ss ~ i -  was C C Clark. You gut six 
cants for a ~ r ~ s s  tie and twmty-five, fit& cents for a lq. 

Q: Cross ties were for the railmad I guess? 

A: That's right. They were al l  hand hr?wn cross ties not sawxi t ies ,  
t heywere l lmdM.  

Q: I didn't kmv that. Do you ramba any of the floodirrg of the 
river? 



A: There was never a, of course I WIS just born then, was just a 7 
old in 1883 flacd or the 1884 flmd. That was the biggest on@ mW 
the 1913 flood. I had left Imntm at that time. Anrmally we wuld 
have a flmd. I got two dollars and a half a day then ferrying the 
mail fmmthe endof, as far as the C H  d D  couldgo, &then a b u t  
two m i l e s  and a half would be mter and I would have to rww a boat 
over w i t h  t h e m a i l  to the other end ardtransfer the mil across that 
water. I got two dollars and a half a day for that. 

Q: It nrurst have been quite a strain on a wide river? 

A: It wasn't the river, it was the badwater, a creek. The N & W, 
whenitInlCIUldgodawn~thewater, aguywouldhavetowalkin 
fmnt of the engine to keep the logs in place. They ran that train; 
as long as the water didn't get  to .the f h b x  the trains would run. 

Q: Imntmwas a big steel cmter in its day, wasn't it? Do you 
~ m u c h a b o z l t t h a t ~  

A: I c a n ~ f r w n t o n ~ t h e o n l y w a y t h e y c a u l d g e t t h e h  
in fmm those furnaces-- [Hecikly] -see there was forty-nine furnaces 
within twmty nFne miles of Ironton. Thy were chmmd furnaces and 
the onlyway they could get the iron in was by oxen. 

Q: Oxen? 

A: They vould have frcm sixteen to --two oxen pulling this ir tm 
ore. Orae ton of h. D m  thcse hills. But it paid. I've - 
those big pa- boats pull into Ircmton at eight o'clock in the 
morning am3 they tnECIUldnlt leave until five that affernan just loading 
h and ~ i l s .  

A: That Is right. 

Q: Iron and coal and ltrmber, that's a lot of industries for a small 
Ohio town, isn't it? 

A: I tell you, N~vman & Sparta llmlzr capany, when that burned they 
had sixteen million feet of 1- loaded on the care. lhay l e t  the 
~ s t o p a t m o n ,  andthosesixteencarsbunredupbesides 
forty-eight millicm feet of 1- besides that. Started at seven 
o'clock Tuesday evePling and the N & W didn't get a train thmugh there 
again u n t i l  m y  morning. It rws s t a m  forty to fi* feet high 
and~threeblockrslorgardabouttwoblac=kwide.  

A: It did. Well, it killed old T. 

Q: Well you spent e lo t  of time dam an the riverbank, I ~sul?pose? 

A: That's all us kids did. 



A: Zheyhadxhatfhsycalleda-twhirnwasabcutf-feet 
W i d e a n j l a b c i u t c a n e ~ ~ ~ v e f e e t l c n g .  Iheboatowxlldlan3 
an3 tie up to this wharfbat iml unload their freight cn that. lhey 
would nwer stcp in Irantan unless it ww nails. Of oaurse the nails 
M d t h e p i g i m l ,  t h e y ~ d l o a d f m n t h e ~ .  ~ ' d h i r e m e n f r e m  
Irmtm to help. Of course they had their regular crew of -tabouts 
and it all had to be dme carry- it by hand. Qrry a loq of nails 
that mi- a hundred and e i g h w w .  I have seen them load as 
manyastwelvehut.dredkegsatat~-~. 

A: No, I didn't hmu anykdy. Oh, say cne thirg, this is really 
inpcntant. lhero was a f d l y  mred Havely Hasly, called Captain 
Havely. Aim ard his wife, they had fifteen girls an9 two boy. all 
raw m sbantyboats. T l q  had tcm big boats. F i f t e m  girls ami 
twohcrya. Wevmuldgoduwnthereardplay. Theywouldtaketho 
windans out, the girls U d  dive aR thrcugh the windam. 

A: I don't think there rws cna girl aR of that whole faooily went 
bad. Diff- cahes of themwere just fine. 

A: myas. Sea,Idan'tthinkthg.aLlowth&,,ncrw. minthose 
d a p  I walld piay thpae was --five alag Irartcn, mice boats. 
Eventhepolice( ycuhow. A d i r t y b o a t - a l c n g t h e r e ,  thay 
wouldn't allm it* They'd just have to m e .  In thcee days it didn't 
matterhwhighthewa~mse, if t h a t h a t  stuckuptherethatwas 
his then until tha next water came ard carried it m y .  Police had to 
watch that. Old man Havely would nwer let his boat do that. He 
w m l d  always hep it in the water. He fished, him Md his tcm boy. 
WellUl.girrsdidtOO, at~3hemntedboats. Inth.wintsrtime*dly 
they wcnild all pitch in  and mah skiffs. think thcse skiffs sold 
for fifteen dollare a piece Md ha thcurplt he was getting a tmmrdms 
price. N m  p couldn't buy me far a hurlred and fiity dollars. 



Q: HCkJdidyoumabautinlcrwwaterontherivers? Itnusthave 
gotten to be the s i ze  of a creek bed methms .  

A: That's where Bay made his nmey w i t h  those little boats. They 
weren't little bats ,  I would say w e m  a hundred feet long. mt 
very little draft. The V b i n i a  and the Queen CiW, they very seldom 
hadtolayupanaCCQUrYtof lcrwwater. 

Q: Did you evw go and see m y  of the shuhxts? 

Q: CCRlld you talk a b I t  it? 

Q: Yes, what other ShmboatS can= into there, do you r e w m b r ?  

A: I don't mrmbr the nams. All of them s w  at Ironton. 
I ~ w a s a ~ w i t h t h e m o n e y .  Irontoninthosledayshadnrore 
m m e y t h a n ~ a n d - a r d m d ~ ~ .  Zhey 
h 2 L d W ~ r t h r e e s t e e l d l l s a n d W ~ t b i g n a i l ~ l s .  1- 
~ m a d E ! t h r e e o r f c ~ l r t h r x l s a r d ~ o f n a i l s a d a y a t c m e t h .  I 
w r M f o r W v e y ~ ~ ~ a n t h e s t a g e i n ~ f m n t h e t h I w a s a  
little kid on up. 

Q: They had a legitimate theatre w? 
A: Ch yes, Julia M.arlum was born in lmntm. 



s W .  9hey1d pi& up t 2 d r  mney there. They had a regular, Elsie 
Janis ad Gaage M. C d m  and all of thee sherws played there. 

Q: In & out. Were you a stagehand? 

A: ah yes, they had b be. Yau see we drank the raw water right aut 
0fthecdnioRiver. Y c r u h a v e s e @ I l t h e s e c r e e ) t s ~ t h e y g e t m u d d y ,  
well that's the - w e  would drink. Take that in, of course I was 
the me that, ''Prcrps. -?It "Yes malrn.ll ' 'Get ma a glass of water, 
will yx?ll I muld take that into them about ten thms darker than 
that. ltI1rn not a going to drink that. '@ I said, l1You drink it or 
else, that's what we drink.'' They couldn't mdemhmi people drMcing 
that. You CCglld take yourhard a n d p t  it dam to hold it like that, 
p a u r i t & a n d y c r u r h a r d ~ d b e a l l ~ .  

A: That theitre ~ t e d  eight hm&ed. It was filled m l y  all the 
the, way shcrw. Of course wasn't nightly, it a d  be, say, 
hthew*ime,  besidethe, ofoarrsetheten, twentyand - alwrs -d be nightly, M the tm dollar wuuld h-ce 
a Tlwek, ma three times a week. They wculd have musical d e s ,  i just the b ggest there were cane in w. Only had about a 
thirty-fivefaot~mwhsretheIEartnrransgotaboutahundred 
feat, but they'd cut it dam. They muld hwre thirty-five girls on 
t h e & t g e i n ~ c h o r u s b e s i d e s ~ n m .  



before nails. lhese guys m d  make --five to fifty dollars 
a day. They - nearly all Welsh. wises. 

Q: That Is right, Wmre ms a heavy lrrfgratim of Walsh in the Mlley 
a. 
A: ~ w r s r e ~ l d c r w n ~ t h e r s .  

Q: V & r e t h e B a y ~ i W e L a h ~ ,  1- 

A: Yes, they wene Welsh. 

Q: Ths Bays came on the river before the C i v i l  War, I guess? 

A: The old man did. The two bp, the ycmgest boy of tho tcm bars 
of Billy Bay. George mver -led. But Billy m i e d  ard he had two 
bays, George and Billy. They left Im-rtm after and they went to 
college. They left Irontan. 

End of Tape 


