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This manuscript is the pmduct of tape-recorded intsrviews 
by Bruce E. KYeuger forthe O r a l  History Office, Sangamon State 
Uni-ity in the fall of 1986. Wt Reeder transcribed the tapes 
and Bruce =er edited the manscript. EPs. Horace Waggoner 
reviewed the manuscript. 

In his recoll&ims, ?braace W a q g ~ n e r  ccanbinesboththetalm-rtsof 
stary-tdler eu3d historian in viv~d detail. His lave for flying was 
also b w t  to focus in his descriptions of air cambat and missions 
flown with the 353rd. 

Bnme grew up in mtur, Illinois he allso attended 
Millikin Wversity. A specialist in aviation and military history, 
he has written sweral papers cn the subject. m. -a- graduate study in -1ic History at Smgamcm State UniversiQr m 1985. 

R6adem of the oral history memoir ElhoUld bear in mird that it is a 
-ipt of the spoken word, and that the intemiecwr, narrator and 
editor wught to preseme the informal, canversational style that is 

in such historical sources. Sangmnon State University is not 
responsible for the factual accuracy of the nmmok, nor for views 
-therein; theseareforthereaderto judge. 

The manuscript may be read, quote3 ard citeel freely. It may rwt be 
rqmbced in mle or in part by any mans, elecrtmnic or nrvectsanical, 

ian Ln writing fmm the Oral Histow Office, Sarqamm 
Springfield, Il lhis 62794-9243. 
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A: I guesls in the early 1930s I used to read, W1 that was before 
your time, did ym wer hear of G-8 and his Battle Aoes? 

Q: No, I don% think so. 

A: W e l l t h s r e w a s a n o l d S t r e e t a r d ~ I t h i r i k w a s t h e n a m e , o f  
t h e ~ n e n r e l p b l i r s h e r s a n d ~ p u t c m t ~ t e m s a s d m e o f ~  
was a weekly, G-8 and his Battle Aces which tms World War I1 
v i e n c e s .  I usedto read that a d a h  I m m a b r  a boak, I don% 
ramber the title of it, I don% -where it E m .  It was in 
o u r l i b r a r y a t h c r m e m t h e ~ v a l ~ w h o h a d ~ t h r a m g h e a ~ .  
But really it was just watching airplanes flying wer and that sort of 
thjrrg. I n s ~ v e r r e a l l  , y c u ~ ~ f l y i n g b U t 1 n w e r ~ t  
abcut a-1y doing rt. mtter of fact, M o r e  the war I1d m y  - 
up mce. The Irish Day picnics at F'anmzwille, I l lh i s  about, I Id 
say 1937 or 1938, 
you rides amml the 
village, abart a fifteen 
been in the air before I gat irrto txdeb and started flyirrg. 

Q: Did ycru live close to zm airport? 

A: No. ( 1 ~ ~ ~ )  The little village of Waggoxber had in 1924, I 
thinkit-, apastureoutnorUmxstoftawnwa~ilirstedasthe 
W- 3dqmrt by the QLA at that t h ,  the C i v i l  Aaronautics 
Authority. No, the closest airport was here at Sprhgfidd or dawn at 
Litdlfield. 

Q: ~ e r y a z e n l i s t e d i n t h e a r m y d i d y c r u t h i r i k a b c o l t ~ a  
pilot? 














































































































































































































































