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afternoon, 
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PREFACE 

This manuscript is the product of a tape-recorded interview 
conducted by Eugenia Eberle for the archives of the Springfield 
Art Association, t h e  University of Illinois, The SIU School of 
Medicine, and the Sangamon Valley Room; Lincoln Library. The 
material was also transcribed and edited from the tapes. 

Devera Rotman Victor was born December 31, 1908 in Worden, 
Illinois. Raised with an older sister, still living in St. Louis, 
she was reared in a loving and generous home. The family moved 
to ~dwardsville for her high school years where she showed an 
interest in acting. She spent a year at Washington university in 
St. Louis before transferring to the Morse School of Expression 
where-she finished her formal education. 

She married Benjamin Victor, a pharmacist, the year durin'g the 
depression on July 26, 1931 in the home of her parents. They 
raised two sons, Joseph and Michael. After Michael's sudden death 
on February 10, 1960, while at Columbia University in NYC, Ben 
and Devera founded t h e  Michael Victor I1 Art Library at the 
Springfield Art Association in his memory. Since that time, 1964, 
the Library has grown close to a collection of 5,000 volumes. 

Eugenia Eberle was raised in Haverford, Pennsylvania, where she 
earned an athletic scholarship to t h e  University of virginia. 
Her interest in journalism allowed her to write for the Rrab News 
while living in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, for six years with her 
husband, Professor of Orthopaedic Surgery with the SIU School of 
Medicine. Mother of four grown children, her civic interests and 
involvement in Museum Studies subsequently led her toward an 
interest in oral history at the University of Illinois at 
Springfield, then Sangamon State University, where she was 
working on a masters degree in Public History. 

Readers of this oral history memoir should bear in mind t h a t  it 
is,..a-transcript of the spoken word and that the interviewer, 
narrator and editor sought to preserve the informal conversation 
style that is inherent in such historical sources. The axchives 
of the University of Illinois at Springfield are not responsible 
for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for views expressed 
therein. 

The manuscript may be read, quoted and cited freely. It may not 
be reproduced in whole or in part by any means, electronic or 
mechanical without permission in writing from the University of 
~llinois a t  Springfield. 
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DEVERA VICTOR 
Memoir 

Today is April 17,2000. I am Interviewing Devera Rotman Iktor in her condo- home at 
1212 South Grand Avenue West, in Springfield, Illinois. Devera moved several years ago 
to her present address from her home on 2170 Wiggins which she and her husband 
built in 1946. 

Interviewed by Eugenia Eberle 

Q. Devera, when and where were you born? 
-. - -  -- 
A On December 31,1908 in a little town, Worden, Illinois 

Q. Where is Worden? 

A. It is a small village about an hours drive to St. Louis. It is the same length of time 
driving from Springiield, South. 

Q. Did you have any siblings? 

A. One sister, two and a half years older than I am. She lives in St. Louis, Missouri 

Q. Is she still living? 

A. Yes 

Q. Is her health pretty good? 

k It has more or less failed this past year but she still very spry but she has, like I do, 
- some problems with arthritis. 
-\ 

Q. Well, you both appear to be doing very well. Did your parents h e  to bq cldw people 
too? 

A No, my father was fifty two and my mother died in her eighties. 

Q. What did your father do? 

A. He was a merchant. 



Q* Inwhat? 

I A. In retail business. . .a type of store that was very popular then where he sold 
clothing, shoes and a large variety of merchandise. . .The store depended on farming 
community trades. 

-Q~'SiTyou know everyone in t o m  

I A. Oh, I knew everyone. 

Q. How big was the town? 

I A. About a thousand people. 

I Q. Now did your mother have a profession of any kind? Now, back in those days that 
was not expected, I realize. 

I A No. She was just a wonderful housekeeper. Meticulous in everything she did. A 
geat cook. 

Q. So your home was full of people? 

I 
A. Not really. Being Jewish, my mother and father were not alouf but they seemed to 
be happy with each other and their children. Of course, they were very friendly in the 
c o ~ u n i t y .  

-. - -- .- 

I 
-----__ _ 

Q. Were they both Jewish? 

I 
A. Yes 

Q. So your family was a practicing Jewish family. 

I A Yes, but we had no other place to worship other than St. Louis so the only time my 
parents had an opportunity was for the High Holy days. 

Q. In St. Louis? 

A Yes 
- 

Q. Where in St. Louis? 

I A. Oh, its so very long ago. The Temple was, I think, on McPherson Blvd. 

Q. I mean a community. 
- ---- . 



A Oh, St. Louis 

Q. The community of St. Louis. Was it East, West, South, or North. 

A. I think it was West in a very nice area. 

Now was your mother involved in anything in particular? %.? 

A. No, she was not. After my father moved his store to Edwardsdle v&kh was a 
larger and more progressive community with an accredited high school, she often 
worked as a salesperson when extra personnel was needed. 

Q. When did he do that? 

A. He did that when I was a Sophomore in high school. The community where I was 
born did not have a high school and it was a great thing when they succeeded in 
establishing a Freshman. At Christmastime, my father would order large cartons of 
chocolate covered cherries for each family and boxed hankerchieves. . .I wish I had some 
of those today and the men would get some gift also. I think he had cigars for those who 
smoked. They just adored him. 

Q. What kind of a personality did he have. Outgoing? 

A. He had a wonderful personality. When he passed away, The Chamber of Commerce 
had a beautiful plaque which I used to hang in my home but, it's somewhere but I just 
haven't ever put it up in my condo. He was very very charitable. He would go to the 
~ ~ i - ~ t a r e  which was the center of all activity and once saw a child there that looked 
very neglected and he questioned this little boy and the boy said,  well^ he di-dn't have 
any money to buy books and he wasn't going to school. My Dad took him to the book 
store and they bought the books he needed and outfitted him with new warm clothes. 
Later, after my father's death, this story was told to Mother by a man who was in the 
Drugstore at the time. 

My mother was also philanthropic but in a different way. She'd help wherever she could 
for different families. They didn't have the different orgainizations, you know, that they 
have today. Josephine Saner, here in Springfield, knew me because she sat behind me in 
Latin class. She was three years younger than I and we have been good friends here in 
Springfield. She was the one who interviewed my husband for his memoir. 

Q. So your parents basically moved to Edwardsville to give you a better education? 
You and your sister. 

A Yes. My parents wanted her to go to college and took her to many places. They 
chose Lindenwood because she was shy which I don't know if it's in existence anymore. 



I It was highly rated small womens college outside St. Louis and that was the one she 
favored the most but as I said earlier, she was shy and decided she'd stay at home and 

I work in my father's store and be his bookkeeper, 

I Q. What was her name? 

I A. Ruth Lillian. She married a chemist who was a graduate of MIT 
__T. 

I Q. What was your father's name? 

I I A. Joseph Rotman. Many people have a U in the name, but that's a different family. He 
was born 

Q. Your mother's name? 

I A. Anna Sideman. Everyone called her Annie. She made wonderful cakes and cookies 
and in the f d l y  they could always depend on her to supply these delicacies for 

I receptions. She was famous for her sponge cake and coconut kisses. 

Q. Can you make them? 

A. The sponge cake I made for years. It was excellent. The coconut cookies I don't 
think I could claim fame for. 

Q. What were some earlier memories of your childhood? 

& Very happy. 

Q. A happy home. Did you celebrate? Birthday parties? 1 

k Oh yes. I had one very good girl friend who is still living in Woodriver who I don't 
think is very well. We used to have reunions. I had four or five very good friends there. 
None of them were Jewish. We got along fine, have parties, stay overnight. One mother 
was famous for her little lamb cakes' which I noitice are out on the counters now in 
preparation for Easter. 

Q. What is a lamb cake? 

I A. A cake shaped like a lamb and it had a little ribbon around its neck. Haven't you 
seen those? 

Q. What are they made of? 

I A. Yellow cake. A good yellow cake and covered with white icing and just oodles of 



coconut and either a pink or blue ribbon around it's neck. - 5. 

Q. Where can you buy them? 

k I noticed some of them were out on the counter at Schucks. The grandchildren 
always got one. I went to St. Louis especially and the baker, Mrs Hullings, always had 
them ready for Easter. When you had Easter dinner, the little lamb was exposed. 
(Chuckle) It was such h. 

Q. How was the new high school you went to in Edwardsville? 

A. It was very good and I was very active. 

Q. So you've always been active. Do you think that's the key to . . . 
A. I think that my parents gave me speech lessons when I was very young so I was 
really considered the actress of the community and everything that was anything, they 

-asked me to participate. When I was nine years old, the Mayor asked me if I would 
make a speech in preparation to having a campaigne for building a road from the 
highway, number 4, to the village center. I wrote the speach and iiiy tea&= who was 
known as the elocution teacher in those days helped me. The evening of the campaign 
opening, my father proudly took me to what was known as the City Hall. It had a stage 
and the curtain rose up and down with mechinism which was used in those days to 
block the stage until the performance was ready. My Mother had purchased for me a 
very attractive red outfit. . .she was very particular in how she dressed us and all our 
clothes were different, very, very proper and neat. Now, for this occasion she bought a 
lovely red pleated skirt and a red flannel middie with gold braid and my hair was 
naturally curly. 

Q. Black? Was your hair black? 

A. No. It was like henna. It had a lot of red streaks in it, but it was brunette. When it 
was my time to perform, I must have stood too close to the roller of the curtain, and I 
when I gave the man the motion. . .I was very calm. I never was stage freight. I never 
remember being stage-freight. I gave the stage manager the signal and as he rolled up 
the curtain, he took part of my skirt with it It just rolled up with the curtain. Everyone 
started to, giggle, but it didn't bother me at all. I saw that my longwinter underwear -- -- 
w a s m ~ e d ,  the kind we wore in those days and I just motioned to him to gently put 
the roUer down and he smiled and did it then I smiled and this time stepped back and 
he then proceeded to sit down on his stool and I proceeded with my speech &d It 
started out just very seriously : 'Gentlemen, of the Hard Road and Bridge Committee. 
Of course I had memorized most of the speech, and afterwards AU the men there since 
it was a masculine event, and the Mayor came up with two other men and they took me 
on their shoulders and marched me around the hall. . .and my father, well, I guess, 



someone, well if it had been today, I guess they would have taken his picture because he 
was very nice looking and very proud of his girls. He was really in his element. 

--'Q-§o-proud of his daughters. That's a beautiful and touching story. Did you act in 
high school as well? . _ ,- - * 

A. Yes. I had the leading part in both the Junior and Senior plays. I was Lola, the 
seventeen year old baby talk visitor. Booth Tarkington's farnouns Seventeen and then in 
my senior year, I had not expected the leading part again, but I got it and I was Eva, in 
the play Adam and Eva and my leading man was Clarence Axe who was also the football 
hero in the Edwardsville High School. 

Q. That's unusual for a football hero to be acting. 

A. Hmm. He was very handsome. He had everything. 

Q. Did you go on to college after that? 

A Yes, I went to Washington University in St. Louis. I wanted to take speech but my 
advisor said there wasn't any so-called course in speech and, at that time he advised me 
to just do as much literature as I could. English Literature, some history. I enjoyed my 
first year there but unhappy that I wasn't ped t ted  or didn't have the opportunity to do 

Q. No acting? - s -  -- .*. 

A No, no acting there but it did have a very good theatre organization. . . trying to 
think of the name. Mary Jane Masters was also there the same year but we never met 
until we came to Sprin@eld. We have been very good friends and I admire Mary Jane. 
She devoted many years to the Michael mctor 11 Library and was such an asset because 
she had such a splendid academic background and she was also an acknowledged artist 
herself. 

Q. Yes, that's right you are the same age. Or are you a year older. 

A. Yes, we're the same age. But then I inquired and wanted so much to go to 
Northwestern. They were the only school that I knew of that I read their cumiculum and 
wanted to be a part of. My father, who was much much too devoted just thought that 
was too far away so I did go two years to, what was known as a very find speech school 
right there in St. Louis. The Morse School of Expression. I had a senior recital and 
graduated there, 

--+- 

Q m o u  transferred to The Morse School? 
= S' 



k Yes. The M 0 R S E school. Elizabeth Morse was outstanding in the school. It was in 
the city of St. Louis 

Q. Now, did you have the opportunity to act at this time? 

A. Yes, the school had a charming Little Theater. We did a lot of Shakespeare. I 
remember distinctly a part that I played. "Touchstone the Clown." The costume was 
hilarious. 

Q. How tall are you? 

0. Eyes of blue???!!! That fits you very well doesn't it? 5' 2, Eyes of Blue 

A. I also took part in other plays and then each student there, befcre they grxluated, 
had to do their own recital. It was an evening's performance. We did something from 
Maddie, you did something humorous, you did something in Gaelic. 

Q. What did you do? 

k Many things that I did were from the special book that Miss Morse had. It was called 
The Morse School of Expression, and in there, there were many things that I loved. I 
did poetry and exerpts from Washington Irving. Due to the lack of leadership, the 
school no longer exists. 

Q. What kind of influences did you have do you remember, maybe that influenced 
your life at that age? 

A. I think that my parents had so much integrity and so much character that I always 
tried to base everything I did on what they taught us. 

-- - - Q. Where did you meet Ben? 
-. 

A. I met him at a wedding at Washington Park. We were seniors in high school. Ben 
and I were actually born the same year. He, in the beginning of 1908 on ~ a i i &  3, and 
I on December 31, at the end of the year. He died October lo, 1988. 

Q. You were both seniors in high school? Edwardsville High School I presume. 

A We went off to college in Chicago, 

Q. Where did he go? 



I A. Illinois University School of Pharmacy in Chicago and after the first year there, even 
though it was an excellent school, he convinced his parents that St. Louis was better. 

I His father was very upset about this and said, "Are you sure this change isn't because 

- - --- Devera's in school there and then you'll be having lots of dates and you won't pay a bit of 
---atte&a to your own work?" And he said, "No, we'll just date on the weekends." And 

that's what we did do. - '>. *. . 

Q. So you knew him a long time before you married? 

A. We married the year of the depression. For a couple of years we struggled. 

Q. Was he a pharmacist? 

A. Yes. 

Q. So, what were you doing after you married. Did you do anything. You didn't really 
need to in those days. 

A. I did become the secretary to Rabbi Herman Snyder in Temple Brith'Sholonm here 
in SprinGeld on 4th and Scaritt. 

Q. How did you happen to come to Springfield? 

---A We were at a wedding, and that's where I met Ben. In Washington Park. 

Q. And you decided to stay here?. - ':..a,. 

A. No, I was only a Senior in high school and so was Ben, but he was attending 
Springfield High School. 1 was in Edwardmille. 

Q. So he was from here? 

k Yes. We wrote back and forth for six years. 

Q. I see. Was his father also a pharmacist? 

A. No. His father was a grocer. 

Q. Wlzich grocery store. 

A. Well, he was out in their neighborhood in North Grande Avenue for years. 

Q. Then you moved here. --- -------. 



,- - - ------A. We were rnanied in Sprinaeld and then we moved here and we moved into the 
house. The depression subsided and when everything seemed to be on the upward 
trend, my husband, Ben, and his brothers successfully opened and hai3 fwr:nany years 
the Thrifty Drug Stores. 

Q. So then they opened one after the other to become a chain? How many were there in 
town? 

G I'm not sure. I was very interested in the stores and their success, but to participate 
in any of the mechanics, that was remote for me.1t was in 1982 when they sold Thrifty to 
Revco which resold to CVS in 1999. 

Q. So they took care of the business side of things and then they began to expand 
nationally? 

A. Yes, they did. 

Q. Now, your boys were born. Your first child? 

- -. A. Was Joe, after my father. 
---%. 

Q. When was Joe born? , :. a< - 

A. In November, 1937 

Q. And he was athletic and was anything else that impresses you about him? 

A. He was a good student all through school. He went to Springfield High School. 

Q. What does he do now? 

A He's in his father's office taking care of the properties. 

Q. So he carries that business on. Did he go to college? 

A. Oh yes, he graduated from Northwestem. 

Q. Where you wanted to go. Interesting. And then you had another son, Michael for 
whom the Library is named after. When was he born? 

- ----------+-. 

A In June, 1940 
- -+- 

Q. What did he do? 




































