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Q. Suppose today, Mr. Victor, that we recap just a little bit and go 
into a little more detail about the organization of the Thrifty Drug 
Company--I presume it was called "companyt'--and your acquisition of 
stores, and where they were, and how you expanded. What was the year 
that you actually incorporated Thrifty Drug Company? 

A. Thrifty Drug Company was incorporated in the summer of 1935. 
We opened our first store at 614 East2Waihfngton-Street. 

Q. 614 East, thafss just around the corner from the Marine Bank. 

A. That's where the Marine Bank has part of it now. 

Q. Did you have the comer? 

A. No. 614 . . . 
Q. 614 would not be the corner lot. And then did you open more stores 
in Springfield before you went out of Springfield and expanded in 
other cummunities? 

A. Our second store was opened in Alton, Illinois. Then our third 
store was here in Springfield on Fifth Street across from the First 
National Bank Building. Then we opened our fourth, fifth and sixth 
store in Alton. We expanded more in Alton to start. 

Q. Did Alton seem a particularly good prospective locale? 

A. Yes, it did. It was highly industrialized. The town was situated 
right on the edge of a river which made all the outlying areas that much 
farther away from what should be the downtown area. 

Q. And were there not many drugstores when you went into Alton? 

A. Yes, there were quite a few. 

Q. You had competition, then? 

A. Oh, yes.  Walgreents was there; Liggett was there; there was an 
independent chain there which was owned by relatives of the Levises 
that was very well financed. They, also uwned the big hotel in town. 

Q. Is that the Mineral Springs? 

A. The Mineral Springs, yes. So we had quite a bit of competition 
but the competition was all centered in the downtown area so we went 
into the neighborhoods. Now the next, the second store in Springfield 
was in the summer of 1936. 

Q. On Fifth Street? 

A. Yes. Then in approximately 1941 or 1942 we opened a store on 
South Grand Avenue right next t o  the big A & P grocery store that was there 
and. . . 
Q. Is that the corner you're on now or were you in the middle of the 
block? 
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A. We were in the middle of the block then. My family was getting 
quite concerned about how fast we were moving. We had an opportunity 
and location in Pekin, Illinois, and I didn't want to go against the 
family and I still wanted that Pekin store so I talked to a friend of 
mine who I was very close to in Chicago and he had a store there but 
it wasn't doing well and we were friends from the first day we met at 
pharmacy school. 

Q. What was his name? 

A. Chester Tobias. 

Q. What did you do? Put him in Pekin? 

A. So we put Chester in Pekin as a partnership. He owned fifty percent 
and we owned fifty percent. 

Q*- B u t  just the Pekin operation, not all the Thriftys? 

A. Yes, Chester moved his store to Pekin, and I put in an equivalent 
amount in cash for cash and credit to bring that equalization. That 
was our only partnership really in the operation but it was a wonder- 
ful . . . 
Q. This was a dual partnership, just you and Mr. Tobias, and it suc- 
ceeded? 

A. Very much so, very much. He had a wonderful personality. We opened 
a second store much later. We bought a building together, a drugstore 
on a main corner and that building we bought from old timers there 
and we bought that and moved our store, combined it into that. And for 
the amount of, the size of the community, it was exceptionally large 
volume. Made money all the way through. Chester is just about, oh 
a little less than a year older than I am. 

Q. Did you know him at school? 

A. At college. And he said he was the fourth Victor brother. (laughter) 

I Q. Are you still operating those stores? 

A. We now have two stores there. Chester sold out his interest to 
my son and my two nephews. It was very, it was a very equitable affair, 
pa$ihag not mer ten yeas;s- ilt~"faur pereefltrinterest. 

Q. That's unbelievable. 

A. And on top of that, he's still interested i'n the store as 
if he owned it. Most people still think that Chester is still 
involved in it. 

Q. He's living in Pekin, then? 
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A. Well, he has the apartment in Peoria, Illinois, but he also 
has a home in Palm Springs, California, and we're very, very 
close friends. We've never had a falling out or a disagreement about 
anything in all those years. 

Q. Now did you spend much time in the Pekfn store or was it completely 
under his management? 

A. It was completely under his management, but he always told me what 
he would like to do, and if I okayed it, he did it and if I didn't, 
he backed away from it. He had a lot of confidence in me and I had 
a lot a£ confidence in him and he is extremely well liked. 

Q. Is anyone in your family managing those stores now? 

A. Well, we manage the stores but we have a . . . 
Q. With absentee . . . 
A. We have supervisors, yes, and the stores continue to grow. 

Q. But you never went into Peoria? Or did you? 

A. I was into Peoria, yes, during World War 11. About 1943, a friend 
of mine in Chicago who is a large supplier to the chain drug industry 
called me and said, "Ben, Howard Brooksbank," who I knew from meeting 
a few times,"is in my office, and Howard's managing the pharmacy for 
the Fred Myer chain in Portland, Oregon. He wants to come back to the 
Midwest, and he wants to go in business for himself. Do you know a 
good town in Illinois?" I said, "Yes, Peoria. l1 And he said, "Well, 
how come ~ou're not in there?" I said, "Because I haven't got the man- 
power to do what has to be done in Peoria. It would be a different 
operation than ours entirely, and that's the reason why I've stayed 
out of Peoria right now." He said, "Just a minute." He turned to 
Howard and told him about Peoria, Illinois, and Howard wanted to know 
where Peoria wad. 

Q. I thought everyone knew how it played in Peoria. 

A. I thought so. "Could you meet Howard and I there tomorrow?" 
And I said "Yes." We arranged to meet in Peoria, and he was there and 
Howard. He looked over the town real carefully and found a location 
that was tempting, good size store -ri@t;across from the main bank, 
The Merchants National Bank of Peoria, We were able to make a good 
deal with the landlord. And Howard took fifty percent of the business 
and my friend and I had fifty percent of the business. And we started 
out with capital bf thirty thousand dollars for the store. We got it 
stocked and Howard had a good reputation with all the manufacturers. 
It was wartime and merchandise was hard to get, but he was able to 
get it because of his relationship with the manufacturers. And a friend 
of mine had a lot of contact for promotional merchandise which he 
was able to sell to the store. Just as we were ready to open the store, 



Benjamin B. Victor- 72 

he called me one day and said, "Ben, I just woke up. Walgreen's my 
biggest customer, and I'm going in there as competition to them. 
That doesn't make senae does it--not really." He said, "Do you want 
to buy me out, and I'll guarantee you won't lose what you put in there; 
pay me whenever you want to, and I'll guarantee you'll never lose a 
penny: and I'll back it up. I said, "Couldn't get a better deal than 
that. 

Q. Now was he a wholesale distributor, was that your friend's . . . 
A.  He wasn't exactly, yes, he was a--1 guess you'd call it wholesale, 
yes. He would buy up from manufacturers tremendous quantities. 
Marshall Field and Carson'Pirie Scott all have big wholesale houses, 
and they were able to make big deals with manufacturers for merchandise, 
sundry merchandise. The more they'd buy the better price they'd get 
so they would sell off their surplus to him. And he sold it then to 
the big chain stores around the country and did very well and had a 
wonderful reputation,Hels pretty much retired now; he lives in L.A. 
but he still has his office in Chicago. Every once in a while some- 
body will come to him with something unusual, and he'll handle it for 
them, sell it out to ten or fifteen stores. But he gave us the same 
deal he'd give to Walgreens, and the big chains. 

Q. Jt sounds like a good deal, but let me ask you--you said a minute 
ago that you had not been into Peoria because that would have been 
an entirely different operation. In what respect would it differ from 
your operation down here? 

A. Peoria was a different--it was strictly a workingman's town 
and had big industries there, you had a different class of merchandise. 
A lower class of various things would sell better in Peoria that 
wouldn't sell here in Springfield at all. 

Q. I thought Peoria and Alton might have been comparable being river 
towns and a lot of industry. 

A. Except that--it wasn't as prevalent in Alton as it was in Peoria. 
Peoria is a much bigger town. Your advertising expense was much higher 
but you had to have a bigger, much bigger store than what: we had to 
operate there and downtown. You had Walgreen's, you had Liggett, 
you had a local chain that was very active, did a big business. In 
fact they had a store in Pekin when we went in up there, but they 
finally folded up. 

Q. Well, how long did you stay in Peoria? 

A. Brooksbank had two sons, and one day he called me. He saidY1lBen, 
I'd like to buy you out for my boys." I drew a good salary from thems- 
I drew ten thousand a year salary. I used to go down once a week, 
and then I had a good expense account. But I thought to myself, "Well, 
all fight." He said, "What do you think it would be worth?" We agreed 
on a hundred and fifteen thousand dollars for my half. I had put in 
fifteen thousand. 

Q. You did well in Peoria. 
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A. And i t  was a good d e a l  f o r  m e  and i t  w a s  a good d e a l  f o r  him. I 
Q. So he bought i t  f o r  h i s  boys? I 
A. Yes. I f  I could have c o n t r o l l e d  him, we'd open more s t o r e s ,  bu t  
I couldn ' t  c o n t r o l  him. He would buy l i k e  he was buying f o r  cha ins ,  
so ld  i t  eventually--but i t  j u s t  s ca red  me a l o t  of t imes. He had a 
l o t  of goods t h a t  we d i d n ' t  have i n  our  s t o r e s ,  grocery items and t h a t  
type  of th ing .  They pul led  more, s o  we weren't  i n  that--our o t h e r  
s t o r e s  d i d n ' t  ope ra t e  t h a t  way. And we're  i n  a f r i e n d l y  s i t u a t i o n ;  
we're s t i l l  good f r i e n d s .  We don' t  s e e  each o t h e r  as o f t e n ,  we c a l l ,  and 
then  wonder why we haven ' t  go t t en  toge ther .  

Q. What year  was t h i s  t h a t  he bought t h e  s t o r e  back from you? 

A. I b e l i e v e  i t  w a s  1952. I 
Q. I t 's  been twenty, twenty-five yea r s  then. I 
A. Yes, and i t  was a good r e l a t i o n s h i p  and never had a--he would ab ide  
by my th inking ,  whatever I was th inking ,  he d i d n ' t  argue wi th  me a t  
all about i t .  I f  he d i d n ' t  t h i n k  i t  was r i g h t ,  he'd t e l l  me why and 
I ' d  t e l l  him why, and we'd work out  something very we l l .  We always 
had a good r e l a t i o n s h i p  and s t i l l  do. We s t i l l  have t h e  one s t o r e  
there. '  One df  t h e  th ings ,  we opened t h e  s t o r e  i n  Decatur,  I l l i n o i s .  
Ford Kbpkins had t h r e e  s t o r e s ,  one i n  Alton,one i n  Sp r ing f i e ld  and 
one i n  Decatur they wan ted - to  g e t  r i d  o f .  Well I bought t h e  Spring- 
f i e l d  and t h e  Alton s t o r e .  But t h e  Decatur s t o r e ,  I was a l i t t l e  
b i t  j 2 t t e r y  about going i n  t he re .  We d i d n ' t  have t h e  people f o r  i t .  

Q. This has plagued you a l l  along,your s o r t  of lack of manpower, 
h a s n ' t  i t ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. For your top  management p o s i t i o n s  and i n  t h e  family. 

A. And s o  Howard t o l d  me, he s a i d ,  "Well, Ben, I ' d  l i k e  t o  have t h a t  
f o r  my son, one of the boys." And I said,"Okay, Howard." He s a i d ,  "What 1 
if we s o l d  h a l f ,  him h a l f ,  and World Drdg would t ake  h a l f  and I--so ~ 
t h a t  would be I ' d  have a q u a r t e r  i n t e r e s t ,  he 'd  have a q u a r t e r  i n t e r e s t  
i n  t h a t  . . . 11 

Q. Now, y o u ' l l  have t o  t e l l  me who World Drug is. 

A. World Drug is  t h e  name of t h e  s t o r e  i n  Peor ia .  

Q. Oh, 1 s e e ,  yes.  

A.  World Drug. 

Q. So you took h a l f  of t h e  Decatur? 
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A.  World Drug owned h a l f  and t h e  boy owned h a l f .  Well, he  d i d n ' t  
do too wel l .  H e  wasn't  h i s  f a t h e r  and he  tackled--and then  i t  w a s  
a small s t o r e  and he t r i e d  t o  do th ings  l i k e  h i s  f a t h e r  and he got  
i n t o  a l o t  of t roub le ,  f i n a n c i a l  condi t ions .  And so  Howard s a i d ,  
[His name was Howard, J r . ]  and he  s a i d ,  "Howie is i n  t r o u b l e  and I 
know he  owes our  warehouse q u i t e  a b i t  of money.'' And he  s a i d ,  "1 
th ink  I could put  t h e  s t o r e  through t h e  wrfnger." And I s a i d ,  " ~ o t  a s  
long as my name's connected wi th  i t  i t ' s  no t  going through t h e  wringer." 

Q. Meaning through bankruptcy? 

A . -  Yes, Bankruptcy. And he s a i d ,  "What w i l l  you do?" I s a i d ,  "Well, 
1'11 t a k e  i t  over  and le t  him out  f ree ."  H e  s a i d ,  "Well, I ' d  l i k e  
t o  g e t  a l i t t l e  money f o r  him i f  i t ' s  a l l  r i g h t . "  So I agreed t o  pay 
him t e n  thousand d o l l a r s .  We took t h e  s t o r e  over ,  we assumed a l l  t h e  
indebtedness  and w e  pa id  i t  out  and made a good s t o r e  ou t  of i t .  
That p a r t i c u l a r  s t o r e  is c losed ,  t h e  downtown s t o r e ,  we moved i t  t o  
another  a r e a  i n  a neighborhood. 

Q. But you ' re  s t i l l  i n  Decatur? 

A. Oh yes ,  w e  have two stores i n  Decatur and both of them do very ,  
very wel l .  And t h a t ,  w e  got ou t  of t h a t .  

Q. And w a s  t h i s  a l s o  happening i n  t h e  f i f t i e s ?  

A. Thfa happened i n  t h e  f i f t i e s ,  yes.  

Q. Now a t  the same time, I presume T h r i f t y  Drug S t o r e  was s t i l l  expand- 
i n g  he re  i n  Sp r ing f i e ld?  

A.  Well,  w e ' l l  g e t  back t o  t h a t .  Number e i g h t  was i n  Pekin, number 
n ine  was t h i s  s t o r e  r i g h t  he re .  Remember Hugh Cross who was a Lieutenant  
Governor, s t a t e  of I l l i n o i s ?  

Q. Remember t h e  name, yes .  

A. From J e r s e y v i l l e ,  I l l i n o i s .  He was a f t e r  me--his unc le  had a drug 
s t o r e  i n  J e r s e y v i l l e  and he  got  p r e t t y  o l d  and he was a f t e r  me t o  buy 
t h e  s t o r e ,  buy t h e  s t o r e .  So f i n a l l y  he  s a i d ,  "Well go down and t ake  
a look a t  i t ." " A l l  r i g h t ,  I ' l l  go." I went down t o  t ake  a look a t  
it and m e t  t h e  f a t h e r  i n  t h e  s t o r e ,  and t h e  daughter  came i n ,  and he 
w a s  going through t h e  whole s t o r e .  P r e t t y  soon I saw t h e  man go t o  
t h e  cash r e g i s d e r  and t ake  a l l  t h e  money out  of t h e  r e g i s t e r s ,  and 
he turned  around t o  me and he  s a i d ,  "Now h e r e ' s  t h e  key t o  t h e  s t o r e , "  
and he  walked ou t .  I ( l augh te r )  . . . 
Q. You hadn't  s a i d  anything.  

A. So I had t o  n e g o t i a t e  w i t h  Hugh Cross for it. Well, i t  d i d n ' t  
amount t o  ~ t - w h o l e  l o t  of money and we put  t h e  s t o r e  i n  t he re .  La te r  
on we s o l d  t h e  s t o r e  t o  t h e  manager we had. It: was a l l  r i g h t  f o r  an  
i n d i v i d u a l  bu t  i t  wasn't  good f o r  a chain.  There wasn' t t h a t  much . . . 
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Q. Well, J e r s e y v i l l e  is a small community and I would presume people 
from t h e r e  would l i k e l y  go i n t o  Alton f o r  t h e i r  shopping. ~ t ' s  too  
c l o s e  t o  hbme. 

A. Yes. A l o t  of them do. So t h a t  was ou r  number t e n  s t o r e .  Our 
number e leven  s t o r e  was a t  Laure l  and MacArthur. That s t o r e  was 
l a t e r  moved t o  Cherry Road and MacArthur. W e  b u i l t  a n i c e  b i g  bui ld-  
ing. 

Q. Beau t i fu l .  I f i n d  t h a t  about your e a s i e s t  s t o r e  t o  shop i n  because 
i t  seems l e s s  crowded than  t h e  o the r s .  

4. Yes. Then one day someone c a l l e d  me about ,  oh we bought, we r en ted  
t h e  bu i ld ing  a t  South Grand and MacArthur and t h a t  was be fo re  they 
took t h e  . . . t h e r e  w a s  a drug s t o r e  i n  t he re .  

Q. Oh, on t h e  i s l a n d ,  i t  was on t h e  i s l a n d  i n  t h e  middle,  wasn't  i t ?  

A. Yes, on t h e  i s l a n d .  We ren ted  t h a t  and put  a s t o r e  i n  t he re .  
That was p r e t t y  c l o s e  f o r  u s ,  bu t  we d id  it anyway. We thought t he  
Avenue blocked some people going f a r t h e r  south.  

Q. There was a l s o  a grocery s t o r e  on t h a t  i s l a n d  f o r  a long t i m e  
t h a t  had a g r e a t  bustling t r a d e  as I remember. 

A. Y e s ,  t h a t ' s  right. Then-when they  took t h e  f s l a n d  a u t  we went 
i n t o  where Eisner  had a " g r o c e r y  s t a r e s  - 

Q. That ' s  MacArthur and Ash, is  i t  not?  

A. N o ,  r i g h t  where Avenue Food is r i g h t  now. 

Q. Tha t ' s  on S t a t e  and South Grand. Right t he re .  

A. Yes, t h a t  was be fo re  Eisner  was owned by Jewel l .  And Ber t  E isner ,  
I knew him f a i r l y  w e l l ,  and he  owned t h e  bui ld ing .  They were moving 
t h e i r  s t o r e  o u t ,  and he wanted t o  know i f  I ' d  be i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  
bui ld ing .  And I s a i d ,  " Y e s ,  no t  buying i t  bu t  r e n t i n g  i t  from you." 
He gave m e  a r e a l  good l e a s e  and we mdved then  i n t o  t h e  Eisner  shop. 
When we opened number e leven  a t  Cherry Boad,we had a b i g  s t o r e  t he re .  
WE c losed  the s t o r e  when-our lease r a n  out; .we c losed  t h a t  s t o r e .  T- 

Q. So &a : tha t  your t w e l f t h  s t o r e  where E i s n e r ' s  had been? 

A. That w a s  number twelve, yes .  Then Ford Hopkins came t o  u s  about 
buying t h e i r  s t o r e  h e r e  i n  S p r i n g f i e l d ,  t h e  one on S i x t h  and Monroe, 
t h e  s t o r e  i n  Abton, and t h e  s t o r e  i n  Decatur. They made us a good 
d e a l  on i t  s o  we had number f i f t e e n  i n  s p r i n g f i e l d ,  f i v e  i n  ~ l t o n  
and s i x t e e n  i n  Decatur. Both of t hose  s t o r e s  a r e  c losed  but  f i f t e e n  
is still here .  The one i n  Alton w a s  j u s t  a block away from our  o the r  
downtown s t o r e  and t h e  l e a s e  ran  out  and we were wanting t o  renew 
t h e  l e a s e  under t h e  same terms we had and F'mdHopkins s o l d  t h e  l ea se .  
The f e l low who owned t h e  building--I f o r g e t  h i s  name now, but very 
wealthy a t t o r n e y  there-- he  doubled t h e  r e n t  so  I t o l d  him I ' d  have t o  
t h i n k  about i t  and l e t  him know. I was going on t o  F lo r ida .  "When w i l l  
, . 

7 \ 
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you l e t  me know?" I s a i d ,  "I don ' t  know. I"1 have t o  g ive  i t  a  l o t  
of thought." The next  day he was a f t e r  m e ,  he  c a l l e d  me down he re  and 
then  when I w a s  i n  F l o r i d a  he c a l l e d  me down t h e r e  t o  f i n d  ou t .  I 
s a i d ,  "I don ' t  know. I don ' t  khink w e ' l l  t ake  it." And he s t a r t e d  
c u t t i n g  t h e  p r i c e  down and I s a i d ,  "I don ' t  t h i n k  so ;  i t  is  too c l o s e  
t o  our  o t h e r  s t o r e .  We're j u s t  going t o  l e t  i t  go e n t i r e l y . "  The 
s t o r e  s tayed  empty for a couple of yea r s ,  t h a t  was when t h e  fe l low 
w a s  greedy. We would have s igned t h e  l e a s e  over.  So we're  up t o  . . . 
Q. You're up t o  s i x t e e n ,  t h e  s i x t e e n t h  w a s  i n  Decatur. 

A. Yes. Seventeen was i n  Alton. Now w e  had a  E i r e  i n  our  s t o r e  on 
South Grand Avenue, S i x t h  and Seventh on South Grand Avenue. And it  
was a  good s t o r e  but  w e  had a chance t o  ge t  t h e  co rne r ,  ~ g i z i i ' s  t h e r e ,  
i f  a  land l e a s e  were long term. Then we b u i l t  t he  bu i ld ing ,  and we 
l a t e r  abandoned t h e  b u i l d i n g  and bought t h e  l o t  next  t o  i t .  

Q. Was t h a t  t h e  lot t o  t h e  e a s t ?  

A. No, t o  t h e  south  of i t .  

Q. Where you put  your parking a r e a ,  too? 

A. Yes, and w e  enlarged t h e  s t o r e  then. That was number eighteen.  
Number n ine t een  w a s  again i n  Alton. When we bought t h e  s t o r e  i n  
Decatur,  we wanted t o  ge t  ou t  of downtown Decatur and had a chance t o  
g e t  i n t o  a  smal l  shopping cen te r .  We moved out  and changed t h e  number 
then t o  twenty. Then twenty-one was a s t o r e  on West J e f f e r s o n  S t r e e t  
which we l eased  from Jewel1 Tea which then owned a  cha in  of d rugs to re s ,  
Osco . 
Q. Oh, t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

A. But they l ea sed  t h a t  s t o r e  t o  us.  Twenty-two w a s  t h e  second s t o r e  
i n  Pekin, twenty-three was t h e  t h i r d  s tore  i n  Pekin. Twenty-four was  a stor- 
on Chatham Road and Monroe S t r e e t  which we bought t h e  ground and b u i l t  
our  bu i ld ing  f o r  it. W e  a l s o  added o t h e r  smal l  bu i ld ings  t h e r e ,  smal l  
shops. - -- 

Q. Tha t ' s  a  very  a t t r a c t i v e  complex, I th ink .  

A. Yes, i t  is. Twenty-five was t h e  s t o r e  a t  S i x t h  and North Grand 
Avenue. That was a  b u i l d i n g  owned by deFra tes ,  Skinny deFra tes .  And 
w e  had t h e  Marine Bank Trus t  Department a c t  f o r  us.  Knowing t h e  n a t u r e  
of t h e  b e a s t  t h a t  he  would g e t  t h e  last--we'd have a hard t ime s a t i s f y -  
i ng  him. And s o  the bank was a b l e  t o  g e t  It f o r  u s  f o r  a  hundred and 
f i f t y  thousand d o l l a r s  which was very  low p r i c e  f o r  a l l  t h a t  property.  
We have ground an  F i f t h  S t r e e t ,  qu i t e !  a  b i t .  It was an except iona l ly  
good buy and the- , s tore  has  proved t o  be an excep t iona l ly  good s t o r e .  

Q. You're ope ra t ing  up t h e r e  now? 

A. Oh yes.  

Q. I hard ly  ever  go t h a t  f a r  no r th .  
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A. And the fact is, it's our largest volume store in the chain. Well, 
the store does around two million dollars a year. 

Q. It's amazing. 

A. Twenty-six was a fiasco. We opened a store--we turned down every 
offer we had to get into Missouri. Finally we got a proposition we 
just couldn't refuse. 

Q. Why had you not wanted to go into Missouri, any particular reason? 

A. Well, I don't know why, I just didn't. Missouri, the St. Louis 
area was just a different type of people it seemed like and everything, 
and it was lower priced than Illinois. I mean lower quality merchandise. 

Q. There weren't any state regulations that inhibited you. 

A. No, no, no. 

Q. Just the general atmosphere. 

A. Just the general atmosphere. This was a new shopping center going in. 
Kroger was going in there and there was a big restaurant going in and 
a lot of little stores all going in. 

Q. What part of St. Louis was this? 

A. I think it was Florissant. 

Q. The north and west? 

A. Northwest section there. Well, we didn't do well at all. No one 
else did well. Kroger was the first to go out. The restaurant, they 
went broke before they got open. It was a big chain, I think they 
had one out here in the shopping center here, too. I've forgot the 
name any more, I've forgotten the name of it. All the little stores 
finally closed and we were the last to ring it up. 

Q. How long were you there? 

A. Tww years. 

Q. Just two years. 

A. But you can lose money a lot faster than you can make it. 

Q. I suppose that's true. 

A. So that was the biggest loss in a drugstore we.had. 

Q. Did you have a long lease-an your building so:that.you couldn't 
get out of the building? 
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A. We had an  escape c l ause  i n  i t ,  t h e  f a c t  t h e r e  were supposed t o  be 
a grocery s t o r e  t h e r e ,  and t h e s e  o t h e r  s h o p s w e r e  t o  be i n - o p e r a t i o n ,  Well, 
when Kroger went ou t  and t h e  o t h e r  shops went o u t ,  our  a t t o r n e y  s a i d ,  
"Well, you should g e t  o u t ,  too." And on top  of t h a t  t h e  bu i ld ing  
went i n t o  bankruptcy aria t h a t  w a s  another  ou t  f o r  us .  So we were 
a b l e  t o  g e t  out  and w e  d id .  

Q. So you c u t  y o u r l o s s e s  and . . . 
A. Oh yes ,  took our  l i c k i n g .  

Q. This  is where i t ' s  c e r t a i n l y  a n  advantage t o  have p r o f i t a b l e  s t o r e s  
ope ra t ing  t o  o f f s e t  your l o s ses .  

A. Right ,  t h a t  w a s  a l o s s  of about two hundred and f i f t y  thousand dol- 
l a r s .  

Q. That ' s  too  bad. You were r i g h t  a l l  a long;  you should not have gone 
i n t o  Missouri.  

A. I shouldn ' t  have bu t  you c a n ' t  expand and not  expect t o  have some 
bad ones.  J u s t  l i k e  loans  a t  banks, you c a n ' t  . . . 
Q. They're no t  a l l  going t o  be good. 

A. That was t h e  last s t o r e  we opened. We've changed some s t o r e s  around, 
we haven' t  added any new ones since,  bu t  we're p r e t t y  w e l l  s a t u r a t i n g  
t h e  market. Now we ' re  opening two new s t o r e s  i n  Sp r ing f i e ld .  We hope 
t o  open w i t h i n  t h e  next  t h i r t y  days . . . ( t a p e  on and o f f )  

Q. When t h e  i n t e r r u p t i o n  came you were t e l l i n g  m e  t h a t  i n  t h i r t y  days 
you expected t o  open a s t o r e  . . . 
A, The s t o r e  on Sangamon Avenue should be.  We're working an  i t  r i g h t  
now. 

Q. Is t h a t  ou t  by t h e  Myers Brothers  North? 

A. Yes, r i g h t  t he re .  

Q,  I n  t h a t  complex. 

A. Tha t ' s  r i g h t ,  r i g h t  next  t o  them. Then, we a l s o  have a long term 
l e a s e  on ground a t  t h e  Lake V i c t o r i a  area, Kr ieders ,  and w e  hope t h a t  
we s t a r t  bu i ld ing  some time i n  September. Fred Blythe is going t o -  
b u i l d  something t h e r e  f o r  us.  

Q. Now what is  your t o t a l  number of s t o r e s ?  Some of t h e s e  t h a t  we 
have been going over  have been c losed  o r  moved, and what 's  t h e  a c t u a l  
t o t a l  you have now? 

A. We've c losed  two s t o r e s  i n  Alton,  s t o r e  number t h r e e  and s t o r e  
number n ine teen  have been c losed  i n  Alton. My son came t o  me one day 
and s a i d ,  "What about c l o s i n g  number t h r e e  and number nineteen?" I s a i d ,  
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" W e l l ,  one reason I wouldn't l i k e  you t o  c l o s e  number t h r e e  is I own 
t h e  bui lding."  H e  s a i d ,  " W e l l , "  h e  s ays ,  "If t h a t ' s  t h e  case ,  we can 
a f f o r d  t o  pay you t h e  r e n t  and s t i l l  keep t h e  s t o r e  c losed  and come out  
money ahead." I s a i d ,  "Well, i f  t h a t ' s  t h e  way t h e  s i t u a t i o n  is then  
you go ahead and c l o s e  it. You won't: have t o  pay me any r e n t .  We' l l  
do something w i t h  it." Then number n ine teen  he  says ,  "You know t h e  
two c l o s e s t  d rugs to re s  t o  t h a t  s t o r e  is our  two s tores . ' '  He s a i d ,  
"The neighborhood is tu rn ing  bad and we're  having a time keeping our  
volume up the re .  We have a l o t  of t h e f t  i n  the s to re . "  He  s a i d ,  
"I want t o  c l o s e  tha t . "  I s a i d ,  " A l l  r i g h t ,  why don' t  you go ahead, 
you ' re  t h e  boss." Well, he  proved t o  be very ,  he was r i g h t  a hundred 
percent .  The t h r e e  s t o r e s  t h a t  a r e  l e f t  a r e  doing about twenty percent  
more volume than our  f i v e  s t o r e s  d i d  by j u s t  p u t t i n g  t h a t  e x t r a  e f f o r t  
on those  s t o r e s ,  and they 've increased  t h e i r  volume. W e  had q u i t e  a 
campaign wi th  inducements t o  go t o  our--take t h e i r  p r e s c r i p t i o n s  t o  
our  o t h e r  s t o r e s  and . . . ( tape  o f f )  

Q. You c losed  t h r e e  and n ine t een  i n  Alton,  and t h i s  leaves  you a 
t o t a l  of how many s t o r e s ?  

A. Fourteen s t o r e s ,  now. 

Q. So y o u ' l l  have s i x t e e n  i n  ano the r  t h i r t y  days o r  be fo re  t h e  end 
of th'e year? 

A , ,  We're not  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  numbers o r  how b i g  we can g e t .  We want t o  
s e e  how good w e  can g e t ,  how t o  t a k e  c a r e  of t h e  customer and bu i ld ing  
our  s a l e s .  We're no t  r e a l l y  t r y i n g  t o  conquer t h e  world; we 're  t r y i n g  
t o  do a good job. 

Q. Your s t o r e s  a r e  c l o s e  enough s o  you can reach them e a s i l y ,  too. 
They're w i th in  a manageable d i s t a n c e ,  a r e n ' t  they ,  of your o f f i c e .  
I know t h a t  we keep saying  t h i s  s t o r e  h e r e  and I might j u s t  mention 
h e r e  t h a t  we a r e  doing t h i s  t ap ing  i n  M r .  V ic to r ' s  o f f i c e  on t h e  second 
f l o o r  of t h e  F i f t h  and Monroe s t o r e .  And t h i s  corner  is a very  i n t e r e s t i n g  
corner  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  of Sp r ing f i e ld ,  I be l i eve .  Can you go back a 
l i t t l e  b i t  i n  h i s t o r y .  I understand t h a t  t h i s  corner  o r i g i n a l l y  had 
a drugs tore  on i t  t h a t  was opened i n  1866 by M r .  B e a l .  You may no t  
know too  much about t h a t ;  t h i s  h i s t o r y  was prepared f o r  me. I understand 
a l s o  i t  was a very  busy corner  because t h i s  was a t r a n s f e r  corner .  

A. A l l  t h e  s t r e e t c a r s  and then  l a t e r  buses.  

Q. Back i n  the days when s t r e e t c a r s  were hor se  drawn. And then  i t  
s tayed  a d rugs to re  and was taken over  by a M r .  Dodd and has s i n c e  then 
been known as Dodd's corner ,  is i t  not?  

A. Dodd's corner ,  yes .  

Q. Did Dodd b u i l d  t h e  bu i ld ing  he re?  

A. No, no t h e  bu i ld ing  i s  . . . 
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Q. Was he re  be fo re  h e  took over? 

A. The bu i ld ing ,  no, i n  January 17 th ,  1888, t h e  bu i ld ing  f i r s t  was 
b u i l t  i n  1870 . . . 

END OF TAPE THREE, SIDE ONE 

Q. You were t e l l i n g  us about a  spec t acu la r  f i r e  t h a t  happened on 
January 17th ,  1888. 

A. Y e s ,  and t h a t  occurred i n  two bu i ld ings ,  Dodd's c o m e r  and S i l a s  
Hickox grocery on t h e  nor th .  

Q. Excuse me, bu t  w a s  t h i s  S i l a s  Hickox any r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  man you 
c a n e d  Uncle Lee Hickox? 

A. I imagine so ,  I r e a l l y  don ' t  know. Uncle Lee had d ied  be fo re  
we bought t h i s  s t o r e  h e r e  s o  I d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  . . . 
Q. W e l l ,  i t ' s  an o ld  Spr ing f i e ld  name and they  probably . . . 
A. I Imagine t h a t  he w a s  r e l a t e d  t o  them, could have been . . . 
Q. But he had a grocery s t o r e ?  

A. Yes. 

Q. So, I in t e r rup ted .  Now you p l e a s e  cont inue.  

A. After M r .  Dodd's dea th ,  (pause) M r .  Claypool took over t h e  s t o r e  
and r a n  i t  u n t i l  1946. We purchased t h e  bu i ld ing  i n  1945. 

Q. Now you say  we, i s  t h i s  t h e  T h r i f t y  Drug Company? 

A. No, t h a t  w a s  me  personal ly  and ou r  family,  and M r .  Lou Schwartz 
had a  small i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  bu i ld ing .  

Q. He was no t  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  drug s t o r e s ,  merely t h e  bui ld ing?  

A. No, t h e  bui ld ing .  Well he  d i d  have a smal l  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h i s  bui ld-  
ing ,  bu t  I bought him out  a good many yea r s  ago. He had no i n t e r e s t  
whatsoever i n  t h e  bus iness  r i g h t  now. 

Q. Then when d id  you open t h e  s t o r e ?  

A. We moved i n  h e r e  on . . . 
Q. You purchased i t  i n  1945. 

A. Yes. 
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Q. And I presume yau d id  some ex tens ive  remodeling. 

A. W e  d i d  ex t ens ive  remodeling, t h e  i n t e r i o r  and t h e  e x t e r i o r .  We 
took over  t h e  c i g a r  s t o r e  t h a t  was next  t o  i t  and enlarged t h e  s t o r e .  
W e  had a l l  new f i x t u r e s ,  and we opened November 15th ,  1946. 

Q. Then, d id  you a l s o  no t  have a f i r e  i n  t h i s  bu i ld ing?  

A.  We d i d  no t  have a f i r e  i n  t h i s  bu i ld ing  bu t  t h e r e  w a s  a f i r e  i n  
t h e  grocery s t o r e  and a l s o  t h e  bu i ld ing  of W. T. Grant,  r i g h t  around. 
We had a l l  smoke damage b u t  i t  was a tremendous f i r e .  

I Q. Did you have a f i r e  s a l e ?  

A. No, we--but I w a s  i n  Chicago a t  t h e  t i m e .  I had an  e a r l y  appoint- 
ment a t  the Univers i ty  of Chicago Medical School . . . ( tape  on and o f f )  

I Q. You were i n  Chicago and had an  e a r l y  morning appointment. 

A. . . . t h e  Univers i ty  of Chicago Medical School f o r  an e a r  examination 
but  I heard t h e  te lephone r i n g ,  t h e  te lephone by t h e  bed, and i t  was 
one of t h e  fe l lows  he re  and h e  w a s  t e l l i n g  me a l l  about t h i s  and what 
should we do. I s a i d ,  "Go home and go t o  bed. What can you do?" 

1 Q. It was i n  t h e  middle of t h e  n i g h t ,  then? 

A. Yes, about two o ' c lock  i n  t h e  morning. He s a i d ,  -- '%ell ,  what about 
t h ings  i n  t h e  s a f e  and every th ing  e l s e ? "  I s a i d ,  "Well, what about 
t h e  people t h a t  have t o  go i n t o  i t ?  Think about them f i r s t . "  I s a i d ,  
"We'll s e e  about t h a t  tomorrow morning," and t h a t ' s  what happened. 

Q. Did you l o s e  p r a c t i c a l l y  a l l  of your merchandise from smoke? 

A. Oh yes ,  p r a c t i c a l l y ,  yes. Smoke damage, w e l l ,  t h e r e  were some 
s t u f f  that--our pharmaceq.ticals a l l  went o u t ,  and we d i d n ' t  g e t  open 
aga in  f o r  t h i r t y  days l a t e r .  

Q. That I understand was i n  1957, (pause) when you had t h e  f i r e  i n  
Ju ly .  

A. Yes, yes ,  1957. 

Q. Then a l i t t l e  l a t e r  you were a b l e  t o  buy t h e  space t h a t  W. T. Grant 
s t o r e  had occupied. 

A. Yes, W. T. Grant.  

Q. They went out  of bus ines s  I be l i eve .  

A. W. T. Grant went ou t  of bus ines s ,  and w e  had a long term l e a s e  on 
h a l f  t h e  bu i ld ing ,  and w e  increased  our  s t o r a g e  more, and put  i n  a 
c a f e t e r i a  i n s t ead  of j u s t  a founta in .  






































































































































