
PREFACE 

This manuscript is t h e  product of t ape  recorded in te rv iews  conducted 
by Josephine Saner f o r  t h e  Ora l  His tory  O f f i c e  i n  t h e  F a l l  of 1978. 
Linda J e t t  t r ansc r ibed  t h e  rapes and Josephine Saner e d i t e d  t h e  
t r a n s c r i p t .  Benjamin Vic tor  reviewed t h e  t r a n s c r i p t .  

Benjamin Victor  w a s  born i n  Sp r ing f i e ld ,  I l l i n o i s  on January 3 ,  1908. 
H e  is  chairman of t h e  board o f  T h r i f t y  Drugs, Inc.  M r .  Victor  r e c a l l s  
l e a r n i n g  t h e  d rugs to re  bus iness  working af ter  h igh  school  a t  Ralph's 
drugs tore .  He had wanted t o  own and ope ra t e  h i s  own drugs tore  from 
t h e  time of h i s  childhood. H i s  educat ion took him t o  pharmacy school  
and soon he opened h i s  f i r s t  d rugs tore .  The bus iness  was b u i l t  i n t o  
a cha in  of succes s fu l  drugs tores .  

Readers of t h i s  o r a l  h i s t o r y  memoir should bear  i n  mind t h a t  i t  i s  a 
t r a n s c r i p t  of t h e  spoken word, and t h a t  t h e  in t e rv i ewer ,  n a r r a t o r ,  
and e d i t o r  sought t o  preserve  t h e  informal ,  conversa t iona l  s t y l e  that  
i s  inhe ren t  i n  such h i s t o r i c a l  sources.  Sangamon S t a t e  Univers i ty  
is no t  r e spons ib l e  f o r  t h e  f a c t u a l  accuracy of t h e  memoir, nor f o r  
t h e  views expressed t h e r e i n ;  t h e s e  a r e  f o r  t h e  reader  t o  judge. 

The manuscript may be read ,  quoted and c i t e d  freely. It may not  be 
reproduced i n  whole o r  i n  p a r t  by any means, e l e c t r o n i c  o r  mechani- 
c a l ,  without  permission of the Oral  His tory  Of f i ce ,  Sangamon S t a t e  
Univers i ty ,  Sp r ing f i e ld ,  I l l i n o i s ,  62708. 
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Benjamin B. Vic tor ,  Sp r ing f i e ld ,  I l l i n o i s ,  F a l l  1978. 
Josephine Saner,  In te rv iewer .  

Q. This  i s  Josephine Saner f o r  Sangamon S t a t e  Univers i ty  conducting an 
in te rv iew wi th  M r .  Benjamin B. V ic to r ,  who is chairman of t h e  board of 
T h r i f t y  Drugs, Incorporated.  Good morning, M r .  Vic tor .  

A .  Good morning. 

Q. It is  very n i c e  t o  be a b l e  t o  do t h i s  wi th  you, and though I r e a l i z e  
how outs tanding  an  en t repreneur  you a r e  i n  Sp r ing f i e ld ,  I l l i n o i s ,  I s t i l l  
f e e l  we have t o  go back t o  t h e  very  beginnings and a sk  you, i f  you don ' t  
mind t e l l i n g  us ,  where and when you were born? 

A.  I was born i n  Sp r ing f i e ld ,  I l l i n o i s ,  January 3, 1908. The house is  
s t i l l  s tanding  a t  530 North Grand Avenue West. 

Q.  What s o r t  of a house was i t ?  

A .  It was a very n i c e ,  very n i c e  two-storey house. I, we l i v e d  t h e r e  j u s t  
about a year  a f t e r  T was born,  then  moved next  door,  where my dad had 
b u i l t  a l a r g e  grocery store--combination grocery and drygoods and miner 
supplies--and we had, oh, f i v e  bedrooms up above t h e  s t o r e ,  a l a r g e  k i t -  
chen and two d in ing  rooms, a b i g ,  b i g  pant ry ,  and i t  was very ,  vevy, very  
n i ce ;  we had enough backyard--we had a l i t t l e  t e n n i s  cou r t  i n  i t  . . . . 
Q. Oh, was t h i s  customary--to l i v e  over your p l ace  of bus iness  o r  was 
t h i s  perhaps a holdover from a European experience? 

A.  It was, I imagine, customary t o  a c e r t a i n  degree. My dad l e f t  Europe 
when he was t h i r t e e n  yea r s  of age  so  he wouldn't have p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  
anything like t h a t  over  t he re .  

Q. Yes. T e l l  m e  something about your ances to r s ,  your f a t h e r ' s  and mother 's  
pa ren t s  i n  t h e  o l d  country. 

A.  W e l l ,  my--on my mother 's  s i d e  I only knew my--I knew my grandfa ther ,  
my grandmother d ied  when my mother was a l i t t l e  g i r l .  

Q. And where d i d  they l i v e ?  What country? 

A .  My dad, my granddad come from Russia--my mother 's side--and my mother 
w a s  born i n  St. Louis.  She had f i v e  s i s t e r s ;  two were o l d e r  than  she,  
and t h e  o t h e r  t h r e e  were born i n  t h i s  country. 

Q. No b ro the r s?  

A .  No b ro the r s ,  no. 
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Q. J u s t  s i x  g i r l s .  ( laughs)  Now you mentioned t h e  o the r  day t h a t  you 
had an  unusual gr-mother. 

A.  Yes, t h a t  was  my f a t h e r ' s  mother. She came over  t o  t h i s  country-- 
they l i v e d  on t h e  border  of Germany and Poland. My dad l e f t  t h e r e  t h i r t e e n  
yea r s  of age,.my grandmother took him t o  London, and t h e r e  h e  s tayed  a t  
t h e  home,of t h e  pa ren t s  of I s r a e l  Zangwidl, a famous Jewish w r i t e r  who 
w a s  my grandmother's cousin,  f o r  two months, and they taught  him some 
English. Then they shipped him t o  r e l a t i v e s  i n  Canada and from t h e r e  
t o  Chicago. 

Q. And what d id  your grandmother do a l l  t h i s  t ime, go back t o  Poland, 
o r . . . ?  

A.  No, no, no. My grandmother come over ,  I would imagine about--it  was 
a f t e r  I was born--about 1910 and th ings  s t a r t e d  g e t t i n g  bad i n  Europe, 
war--and she  wasn't  a b l e  t o  go back. She d i ed  i n  t h i s  country i n  1922. 

Q. What n a t i o n a l i t y  were they? Th i s  border  kept  changing, d i d n ' t  i t ,  
between Germany and Poland? 

A. Yes, yes. I would imagine P o l i s h ,  I would say. 

Q. Po l i sh .  

A.  Yes, Although my dad had a b i g  c r e d i t  bus iness ,  he  would not  g ran t  
c r e d i t  t o  anyone born e a s t  of Germany . . . 
Q. How i n t e r e s t i n g .  

A.  . . . but  a t  t h e  t ime he left--and i t  was t h e  Germans and Po l i sh  and 
t h e  Germans--and dur ing  t h e  World War I War, a l l  dur ing  t h e  war, i t  was 
t h e  Polish-Germans. My grandfa ther  had a younger b ro the r ,  and a p r e t t y  
b r i g h t  boy, who had a chance t o  go t o  m i l i t a r y  school ,  I guess i t  was i n  
Poland then,  bu t  he had t o  have t h e  consent of h i s  pa ren t s  and a l s o  had 
t o  convert  t o  Catholicism. And h i s  pa ren t s  consented t o  t h a t .  

Q. They fe l t  t h a t  it was w o r t h - i t  t o  g e t  t h i s  kind of educat ion.  

A .  That ' s  r i g h t .  

Q. It must have been q u i t e  a wrench though t o  . . . 
A.  No. I r e a l l y  don ' t  know t h a t ,  no, because he kept  on very f r i e n d l y  
terms wi th  t h e  family,  and he would come in--he d id  become, my f a t h e r  
s a i d  h e  w a s  a genera l ,  1 don' t  know, but  I t h i n k  every o f f i c e r  was--mostly 
he thought they were genera ls .  My dad was a l i t t l e  boy s o ,  he [g randfa the r l s  
brotherlwas my grandmother's age,  bu t  . . . 
Q. Then d id  he  too come t o  America eventua l ly?  

A. No, t h e  w a r  broke o u t ,  and we l o s t  a l l  t r a c k  of him. My dad t r i e d  
t o  run him down and found he was killed i n  a c t i o n  i n  World War I. 

Q. So you never  d id  know any . . . 
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A .  Never d i d  know, no. My grandfa ther  passed away over  t h e r e ,  he  was 
a ,  s o r t  of a c i v i l  s e rvan t ,  ( inaudib le)  i n  a l i t t l e  town, something l i k e  
a mayor he re  but  ( inaudib le)  a c t u a l l y  my grandmother f e l t  t h a t  way about 
i t ,  and she  was very ,  very--nothing b iased  about h e r  a t  a l l ,  nothing b iased  
about r e l i g i o n .  Now 1 know when I was a little boy, we l l ,  when I was about 
o l d  enough t o  be Bar Mitzvahed . . . 
Q. Yes. 

A .  . . . we went t o  temple, and I-was confirmed i n  t h e  temple, but  my 
dad brought a t eache r  in--he was a t eache r  i n  Chicago--to teach  us  Jewish 
prayers  and such a s  t h a t ,  and t h e r e f o r e  w e  were prepared f o r  B a r  "litzvah, 
and h e  t o l d  my grandmother he wanted ae t o  t ake  Bar Mitzvah, and we had i t  
a t  our  home on Sunday n igh t .  We had a big, g r e a t  b i g  l i v i n g  room, I 
don' t  know how big.  It was s i x t y - f i v e  by t h i r t y  o r  f o r t y ,  something l i k e  
t h a t  . . . 
Q. Oh, tremendous. 

A.  . . . You know where t h a t  Q u a l i t y  F u r n i t u r e  s t o r e  i s  now? That was 
my dad's.  

Q. Yes. 

A. That whole top; i t  w a s  one 
i n  t h e r e ,  we had a v i c t r o l a  i n  

Q. And t h i s  is where you he ld  

b i g  living room. W e  had a p layer  piano 
t he re .  

your Bar Mitzvah ce l eb ra t ion?  

A.  That's r i g h t ,  yes ,  y e s ,  and the next morning my grandmother got me up, 
and it  w a s  the  Christmas hol idays  then,  and we--they have some, oh, some 
th ings  t o  put around your arms ( inaud ib l e )  bu t  t h e r e  is an English word 
f o r  i t ,  I don ' t  remember, bu t  she  showed me about i t ,  and a l s o  she  read  
t h e  prayers  f o r  i t ,  and I repea ted  ahd then  . . . 
Q. You were twelve then? 

A. Thir teen .  

Q. Thi r teen ,  t h a t ' s  t h e  t i m e .  

A.  Yes, and . . . 
Q. Did your grandmother l i v e  wi th  you then? 

A .  She d id .  I mean, s h e  showed me how you put  them away, s a i d ,  "Now you 
put them, and when you have a son, you show him t h e s e  same things."  
I n  America, you don ' t  have t o  do t h i s ;  i t ' s  been something e l s e .  

Q. But i t ' s  t r a d i t i o n  i n  . . . 
A ,  Yes. 

Q. . . . the o l d  country. How o l d  wexe you when your grandmother passed 
away? 
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A. Fourteen. 

Q. Fourteen,  so  she  d i d n ' t  l i v e  much longer  a f t e r  t h a t .  Af t e r  your 
Bar Mitzvah. Going back, how d id  your mother 's family g e t  over here?  
This  w a s  your f a t h e r ' s  f ami ly  you were t a l k i n g  about? 

A .  Yes. They j u s t  came over.  Fa the r ' s  family s e t t l e d  i n  S t .  Louis ,  
and . . . 
Q. Did your mother meet your f a t h e r  over i n  t h i s  country? 

A. Oh, yes ,  yes ,  yes .  My mother w a s  never  across .  

Q. Oh, she  was born here? 

A.  Yes. 

Q. Yes. And they m e t  i n  S t .  Louis? 

A. No, they met r i g h t  he re  i n  Sp r ing f i e ld .  

Q.  Oh, r -ea l ly?  How d i d  your f a t h e r  g e t  t o  Sp r ing f i e ld?  

A. My f a t h e r  went t o  school  i n  Chicago wi th  r e l a t i v e s  t h e r e ,  and t h e  
longer  he  s tayed  t h e  longer  he h a t e d  i t ,  and then  I guess he  was about 
s i x t e e n  o r  seventeen yea r s  o l d  when they rounded them up, put  them i n  a 
wagon, and took them t o  p o l l i n g  p l aces  t o  vo te ,  from one t o  another  a l l  
t h e  way around. And he s a i d ,  "I don ' t  want: anymore of t h i s . "  He l e f t  
Chicago never t o  r e t u r n ,  and a11 of  h i s  r e l a t i v e s  were t h e r e ,  and t h e  . . . 
Q. How d id  h e  happen t o  choose Spr ing f i e ld ,  do you know? 

A.  Well, h e  j u s t  l e f t  Chicago, and he  d i d n ' t  know where he was going. 

Q. Oh. On foo t?  

A.  Yes, on foo t .  I guess he'd g e t  him a r i d e  he re  and t h e r e  and he worked 
around on va r ious  th ings ,  come t o  S p r i n g f i e l d ,  and he worked a s  a--in t h e  
basement o r  i n  t h e  k i tchen  of a h o t e l  f o r  a while ,  and then h e  l i k e d  t o  
t r a v e l  around, going p l aces ,  and always come back t o  Sp r ing f i e ld .  And he 
l e f t  f o r  F l o r i d a ,  and he always wrote  h i s  f r i e n d s  where he would be i f  
they wanted t o  g e t  a hold of him. Then one day when he was i n  F l o r i d a ,  
he  got a,  he  got  a l e t t e r  from one of them, s a i d ,  "There is a new g i r l  
i n  town; why don ' t  you come back?" My mother . . . 
Q. And h e  came. ( laughs)  

A. Yes, and he w a s  q u i t e  a grown man up t h e r e  f o r  marriage, he was around 
twenty-eight . . . 
Q. Which w a s  o l d  i n  t hose  days,wasn't  i t ,  t o  be marr ied? 

A.  Yes. My mother w a s  e ighteen .  

Q. That was normal f o r  a young fo re ign  g i r l .  
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A. Y e s .  

Q. Yes. A r e  you t h e  o l d e s t  i n  your family':then? 

A. No. I have one s i s t e r  o l d e r  than  I, and . . . 
Q. What is h e r  name? 

A.  Net t i e .  

Q. And you have a b ro the r ,  do you not?  

A .  I have one b ro the r  l i v i n g ;  I l o s t  my b ro the r  Louis ,  t h e  youngest of 
t h e  fou r ,  my b r o t h e r  Morris.  

Q. A l l  r i g h t ,  l e t ' s  go back t o  t h e  house i n  which you l i v e d .  I presume 
it was furn ished  i n  V ic to r i an  s t y l e ,  wasn't  i t ?  I n  t h e  e a r l y  days of t h e  
century? And your f a t h e r ,  you say ,  had a grocery s t o r e ?  

A. Grocery s t o r e .  

Q. What w a s  the name of i t ?  

A. V ic to r ' s .  Mike Vic to r ' s  

Q. V i c t o r ' s .  And d id  you work i n  t h e  grocery s t o r e ?  

A.  Oh yes.  Very much s o ,  and when I was, oh, twelve y e a r s  o l d ,  I could 
handle a hundred pounds of feed  on my shoulders ,  b i g  sacks  of f l o u r ;  I 
w a s  s t rong .  And my dad ' s  customers were from a l l  s e c t i o n s  of t h e  town. 
They were from Starnes  a d d i t i o n  . . . 
Q. Where is Starnes  add i t i on?  

A .  That was i n  the no r theas t  p a r t  of town. Thenhe had quite a few customers 
i n  t h e  southeas t  p a r t  of town, then  west of town, he  had Id lewi ld  . . . 
Q. I don' t  know where t h a t  was, e i t h e r .  

A.  . . . Id l ewi ld  was, oh, they  don ' t  c a l l  i t  that anymore, bu t  i t  was 
t h e  a r e a  pas t  MacArthur--as you come up the h i l l  on J e f f e r s o n  S t r e e t  be- 
f o r e  you g e t  t o  Chatham Road, There is  a road t h a t  goes through t h e r e ,  
and from t h e r e  on down on the--from t h e r e  f o r  about t h r e e  o r  four  b locks ,  
I imagine, and then  i t  has  l i t t l e  l a n e s  going i n t o  places, and t h a t ' s  Id l e -  
wild.  

Q. Was that south  of J e f f e r son?  

A .  That was on t h e  n o r t h  s i d e .  

Q. On t h e  n o r t h  s i d e .  

A.  Y e s ,  bu t  I t h i n k  they c a l l e d  t h e  o t h e r  p a r t ,  too ,  I'm not  s u r e  i f  they 
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c a l l  t h a t  Id lewi ld  o r  n o t ,  J e f f e r s o n ,  West Washington S t r e e t  and . . . 
Q. And d i d  your  father deliver? 

A.  Delivered,  yes .  

Q. Was t h a t  p a r t  of your job a t  age twelve? 

A. Well, I, yes,  I de l ive red  but  no t  on those--I d i d n ' t  t ake  those  r o u t e s ,  
and h e  would t ake  an  o r d e r ,  d e l i v e r  an o rde r  and then  f i l l  a n  o rde r .  
And h e  had l i t t l e  books--charge books, they don ' t  have many of them around 
now . . . I haven l t  seen them i n  a good many years--and he would charge 
every th ing  i n  those  books . . . 
Q. Each customer had h i s  own book? 

A.  Each customer had h i s  own book. Who do you t h i n k  kept t h e  books? 

Q. Twelve-year-old Ben o r  t h e  customer? 

A .  No. The customex. 

Q. oh, t h e  customer. (Laughs) And he  t r u s t e d  them. 

A. Trus ted  them? Yes, yes.  I n  t h e  yea r s  he used t o  d e l i v e r  a l l ,  prac- 
t i c a l l y  a l l  German immigrants, and they worked i n  c o a l  mines. When they 'd  
come over ,  one customer would b r i n g  t h e i r  f r i e n d s  i n  t o  m e e t  my dad and he  
would set them up wi th  a11 t h e i r  t o o l s  t h a t  they needed; charged t o  them, 
g ive  them g roce r i e s  f o r  a month, because they d i d n ' t  g e t  pa id  f o r  a month 
l a t e r .  They'd g e t  pa id  every two weeks, but they he ld  back two weeks of 
pay on you a l l  t h e  t ime, t h e  coa l  mines. H e  s a i d  i n  a l l  h i s  experience,  
never  d i d  a customer l o s e  a book, never was t h e r e  a page t o r n  out  of the  
book, no t  u n t i l  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  who were born i n  t h i s  country come along 
and pa id  i t  and he s t a r t e d  having t roub le ,  and he  j u s t  c u t  them ou t .  

Q. Oh.  I suppose he was a l s o  an  i n t e r p r e t e r ,  wasn't  he? Did many of 
t h e s e  Germans no t  know English? 

A .  Yes. My dad spoke German f l u e n t l y .  

Q. What d i d  you use  f o r  de l ive ry?  A horse  and wagon? 

A.  Horse and wagon and a dog. . 

Q. A dog? What d id  t h e  dog do? 

A.  H e  had a shepherd. H e  was a shepherd dog, and if my dad had t o  send 
a new d r i v e r  o u t ,  he  would send t h e  dog--the dog would go out  ahead, and 
he  would say ,  "Jus t  fo l low t h e  dog," and have . . . 
Q. The dog knew where t o  go? 

A. H e  knew exac t ly  where t o  go. 

Q. And t h e  dog knew where t o  s top?  
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A.  Where t o  s top .  H i s  f i r s t  s t o p  may have been a  few mi les  away from 
t h e  s t o r e  . . . 
Q. How amazing. How many dogs d id  he t r a i n  t o  do t h i s ?  Did he have 
more than  one? 

A. Only one t h a t  T know would--because I s o r t  of--I d i d n ' t  l e ave  home, 
but  I s o r t  of l e f t  home. When I was fou r t een  yea r s  o l d ,  I s t a r t e d  working 
i n  a drugs tore .  

Q. L e t ' s  no t  g e t  up t a - t h e  drug bus iness  y e t .  ( laughs)  We were back, 
r e a l l y ,  when you were about f i v e  yea r s  o ld .  You t o l d  me t h e  o t h e r  day 
about going t o  church o r  temple and then v i s i t i n g  a  d rugs to re  a f te rwards .  

A .  That ' s  r i g h t .  

Q. A l K r i g h t ,  now what 's  t h a t  s t o r y ;  you had t o  t a k e  t h e  s t r e e t c a r  a s  
I remember. 

A. That's r i g h t .  The temple w a s  on North F i f t h  S t r e e t  where--right about  
where B & F--the l i q u o r  company is  r i g h t  i n  t h e r e ,  t h a t  was t h e  temple. 

Q. I see .  What was t h e  name of t h e  temple? 

A .  Temple ~ ' r i t h  Shalom. 

Q. We s t i l l  have a  temple i n  Sp r ing f i e ld  by t h a t  name. Yes. 

A. Oh, yes,  ( inaudib le)  they b u i l t ,  they r e b u i l t  temple about 1916, 
and they moved i n t o  t h e  new bui ld ing .  ( inaudib le)  I'm no t  s u r e  about the-- 
about t h a t  t ime. We a l l  had t o  b r i n g  a  n i c k e l  a week f o r  t h e  bu i ld ing  
fund, but . . . 
Q. Oh love ly .  ( laughs)  I wonder how long i t  took t o  amass enough money? 

A. I don ' t  know. Well they had some . . . 
Q. Larger  con t r ibu t ions ,  no doubt.  

A. Yes. And s o  I had t o  ge t  t h e  car--the s t r e e t c a r  on Washington S t r e e t  
a t  S ix th ,  o r  F i f t h  o r  Fourth,  every corner ,  they  stopped on every corner . . . 
Q. But i t  went up, o r  it went a c r o s s  Washington? 

A.  Yes, and JacobPri tsch,  you may have known him . . . 
Q. No, t h a t ' s  be fo re  my t i m e .  

5 

A.  . . . he  was a d rugg i s t  . . . 
Q. Where was h i s  drugs tore?  
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A.  Right where t h e  I N B  [ I l l i n o i s  Nat iona l  Bank] Bank is now. The o l d  
bank w a s  r i g h t  next  door t o  i t ;  he was i n  t he re .  And I used t o  go i n  
t h e r e ,  and I ' d  hang around, and on a Sunday my mother would c a l l  up and 
say ,  "Is Benny i n  t he  s t o r e  yet?"  She'd say ,  "Jake, you g e t  him on t h e  
next  s t r e e t c a r  and ge t  him home." 

Q. What do you suppose a t t r a c t e d  you when you were a l i t t l e  boy t o  . . . ? 

A .  I w a s  j u s t  very much i n t e r e s t e d  i n  i t ;  I know I d i d n ' t  c a r e  f o r  t h e  
grocery bus iness .  

Q. You d i d n ' t .  And had your f a t h e r  planned f o r  you t o  t ake  over? 

A .  No, t h a t  was t h e  one thing--no, he  d id  not want us  t o  go i n t o  it, 
e i t h e r .  

Q. Was i t  t h e  d ispens ing  of drugs,  you th ink ,  t h a t  a t t r a c t e d  a l i t t l e  
boy o r  t h e  o t h e r  t h ings  o r  t h e  soda foun ta in  o r  what? (chuckles) 

A .  Yes, w e l l ,  i t  was a l l  of it. The p r e s c r i p t i o n  department was very 
i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  me, t o  go around and look a t  t h e  names, and I j u s t  knew 
I wanted t o  be  a pharmacist .  And I never--it never en tered  my mind t o  
be a pharmacist  and work f o r  somebody, bu t  t o  own a drugs tore .  

Q. O f  your own. And how o l d  were you when a l l  t h i s  began t o  . . . 
A. Oh, t h i s ,  t ime I w a s  s i x  yea r s  o ld .  And I, t h e  c l o s e s t  d rugs tore  t o  
our  home was e i t h e r  F l a h e r t y ' s  a t  F i f t h  and North Grand o r  Metzger 's a t  
Rutledge and Carpenter ,  and I would go up on my b i k e  t o  ge t  something 
f o r  t h e  family--I'd hang around a l l  t h e  t i m e .  

Q. They d i d n ' t  mind your hanging around? 

A. Oh no. They d i d n ' t  mind a t  all. 

Q. Did you have money t o  spend, t o  buy sodas o r  ice cream? 

A .  Oh, I had a n i cke l .  It was a n i c k e l  f o r  a soda i n  those  days. I 
j u s t ,  I j u s t  l i k e d  i t ;  i t  j u s t  appealed t o  me very,  very  much. 

Q. I th ink  t h a t ' s  very i n t e r e s t i n g .  Well, now t h a t  you 're  s i x  yea r s  
o l d ,  I presume you s t a r t e d  school  somewhere i n  Sp r ing f i e ld .  Where d i d  you 
s t a r t ?  

A.  Yes, I d i d . .  Enos School, Enos School a t-- just  two blocks from our  
home. 

Q. No k indergar ten  i n  t hose  days? 

A.  No. 

Q. Do you remember any of your e a r l y  t eache r s  o r  any of your early class- 
mates? 
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A. O h ,  yes ,  yes ,  q u i t e  a f e w  of them. M r s .  Flower, M i s s  Flower, was our  
p r i n c i p a l  of school ,  and M r .  Knapp followed h e r  a s  p r i n c i p a l ;  t h e r e  was 
Mrs. Faus t ,  a very  f i n e  woman, she  had two boys my age,  

Q. Was t h e r e  a Miss K i t t y  somebody? 

A, Y e s ,  I w a s  t r y i n g  t o  t h i n k  of Miss Kinne, yes. 

Q. Was it K i t t y ,  Kinny? 

A. KGI-N-N-E, yes.  

Q. And a Miss Dodds? 

A. Y e s ,  M i s s  Dodds. 

Q. Did you l i k e  school  when you s t a r t e d ?  

A. Some th ings  I d i d ,  and some th ings  I d i d n ' t .  And i f  I l i k e d  some- 
th ing ,  I d id  real w e l l  i n  i t ,  i f  I d i d n ' t ,  I d i d n ' t  do so  well. 

Q. You just d i d n ' t  s tudy ,  probably, i f  you d i d n ' t  l i k e  it. 

A. That's r i g h t ,  t h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  
\ 

Q. Well, what w e r e  t h e  t h ings  you l i ked?  

A. I l i k e d  reading,  and a r i t h m e t i c ;  I liked h i s t o r y .  

Q. And d id  you have time t o  do o u t s i d e  reading? 

A. Oh yes ,  I used t o  go t o  t h e  l i b r a r y  be fo re  I ' d  s t a r t  working a t  t h e  
drugs tore .  

Q. Where w a s  t h e  l i b r a r y  then? 

A. Right where it is r i g h t  now. 

A. And I ' d  b r i n g  a b i g  sack  of books home. And I was supposed t o  be working 
i n  t h e  s t o r e  fo ld ing  o v e r a l l s ;  t h a t  was my job on Saturday--we had b i g  
s t a c k s  of o v e r a l l s .  And i n s t e a d ,  I ' d  be  reading  a book. 

9. Well then, this grocery s t o r e  was more than groce r i e s ,  wasn't  i t? 

A.  . Oh, yes, .-pest $t was. -L f t waa mbse than - groce r i e s  B t  .wast l(i'uaudib1e) 
w e l l ,  shoes and drygoods, b o l t s  of drygoods. My mother ran t h a t  department. 

\ - 0 7 - . .  - -  - -  - . .... - 

Q. It was a genera l  s t o r e  then,  r e a l l y ,  wasn't  i t ?  
- - . ... > 

. . 

A. It was a genera l  s t o r e ,  yes .  
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Q. Did they package any of t h e  th ings ,  o r  d id  they  jus t - - f lour ,  sugar  
and th ings  l i k e  t h a t  o r  j u s t  s e l l  i t  r i g h t  ou t  of a b a r r e l ?  

A. Sold i t  o u t  of a b in .  

Q. And what d id  they put  i t  in?  I n  sacks? 

A .  I n  sacks.  

Q. And weighed i t ?  What kind of s c a l e s ?  

A .  Toledo s c a l e s ,  I t h i n k  they used, and we had a McCaskey cash r e g i s t e r .  
McCaskey r e g i s t e r  was where we kept  s l i p s .  Those were customers t h a t  l i v e d  
i n  t h e  a r e a .  And now they had t h e ,  oh,charge pads; i t  was p r e t t y  much 
the  same as we have now. You w r i t e  i t  down f o r  one customer, and you 
put  i t  i n  t h e r e ,  and then  you'd t a k e  t h e  balance on t h e  bottom and put  
it on t h e  top  and j u s t  add i t  up and t h a t  w a s  the  balance.  You had t o  
keep t h e  account t h a t  way. And one of t h e  th ings  I remember, and it 
s t u c k  wi th  me a l l  my life--and I t e l l  it t o  a l o t  of our  employees too-- 
one day a M r s .  Eglund who l i v e d  a block away from the s t o r e  come i n ,  and 
she  s a i d ,  "Mike, I got  a dozen oranges yes te rday ,  and t h e r e  was only e leven  
i n  t h e  bag. " He s a i d ,  "Yes, who waited on you?" She s a i d ,  "One of t h e  
boys, bu t  I don ' t  remember which one." So he  got t h e  t h r e e  of us  t oge the r .  
He  s a i d ,  "Who waited,  who watted on-Mrs. Eglund?" My b ro the r  M o r r i s - s a i d ,  
"I d i d ,  I did.'' He s a i d ,   i id you put  up a dozen oranges?" H e  s a i d ,  "Oh, 
yes,  I did." He s a i d ,  "Do you know t h e r e  was only e leven  i n  t h a t  bag?" 
[Morris s a i d ]  "Oh my, I must have made a mistake." My dad s a i d ,  "That 's  
all r i g h t ,  you ' re  e n t i t l e d  t o  make mistakes,  bu t  one th ing  about mistakes,  
be s u r e  t h e y ' r e  made i n  favor  of t h e  customer." 

Q. ( laughs)   hat's wonderful. 

A. I ' v e  never  fo rgo t t en  t h a t ,  never fo rgo t t en  t h a t .  

Q.  hat's c e r t a i n l y  good advice.  

A. Yes. 

Q. .This goes along wIth1'The customer's always r i g h t .  I' ( laughs)  

A.  That ' s  r i g h t .  And t o  show t h e  honesty of t h e  men i n  those  days-- 
now I guess you have probably j u s t  the same percentage of honest men. 
Of course  t h e  town d i d n ' t  have t h e  popula t ion  what i t  is  today. My dad 
and Frank Mason, a groceryman were very c l o s e  personal  f r i e n d s .  I f  my 
dad needed something f o r  h i s ,  f o r  a customer o r  something, he'd go over  
and get i t ,  and i f  Mason needed something from my dad, he 'd  come over  and 
ge t  it. How do you t h i n k  they  kept  t r a c k  of i t ?  

Q. I ' v e  no idea .  

A. My dad kept  t r a c k  of what he got from Mason and Mason kept  t r a c k  of 
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what he  got  from my dad. And about once a year  M r  Mason would come over  
t o  t h e  house and s i t  around t h e  t a b l e  i n  ou r  d in ing  room--well it w a s  kit- 
chen, d in ing  room and k i tchen  were s o r t  of t h e  same al though t h e  s t o v e  
w a s  no t  i n  it--and they 'd have a few d r inks ,  and they 'd add up, "This is 
what I owe you, and t h i s  is  what you owe me," and t h e  d i f f e r e n c e ,  it was 
very l i t t l e .  

Q. Very f r i e n d l y .  Was t h a t  the  f a t h e r  of Prank Mason, who l i v e s  i n  Spring- 
f i e l d ?  

A. His grandfa ther ,  

Q. H i s  g randfa ther .  Yes. And t h e i r  grocery s t o r e  was over  on--was i t  
Walnut? 

A. Walnut and Calhoun, on t h e  west corner ,  s t i l l  t h e r e .  

Q.  There is s t i l l  a grocery s t o r e  t h e r e ,  is  t h e r e  no t?  And Frank has  
a r e a l t o r  o f f i c e  o f f  t o  t h e  s i d e  of i t .  

A.  Yes, an  o f f i c e  t he re .  

Q. Yes, I thought so.  We b e t t e r  go back t o  school .  ( l augh te r )  We keep 
g e t t i n g  you back i n  t h e  s t o r e ,  bu t  i t  doesn ' t  mat te r ;  t h i s  is  what 's  n i c e  
about o r a l  h i s t o r y ;  we can wander. You f i n i s h e d  grade school  and a t  age  
fou r t een  you won some s o r t  of a medal. 

A.  Yes. I won t h e  h i s t o r y  medal. We ended up i n  a three-way t i e ,  and 
we had t o  t ake  an  examination, a s p e c i a l  examination, t h e  t h r e e  of us ,  
and two of u s  had p e r f e c t  papers.  So in  1922, the Daughters of American 
Revolution had t o  give two h i s t o r y  medals t o  Enos School, t o  both of us.  
Now, . . . 
Q. Who won t h e  o t h e r  one? You won one and . . . 
A.  Fred Cornish, Fred Cornish was t h e  one t h a t  won i t  and myself. And 
I put mine on,  they pinned i t  on m e ,  and I went home and took i t  o f f  and 
never put i t  on aga in .  

Q. Real ly? Were you embarrassed t o  wear i t  i n  f r o n t  of . . . ? 

A.  No, I j u s t  d i d n ' t  c a r e ,  . . . 
Q. It d i d n ' t  mean t h a t  much t o  you, d id  i t ?  

A.  The winning of it meant something t o  me, bu t  t h e  wearing of t h e  medal . . . 
Q. But I ' m  s u r e  your parents-- i t  meant something t o  your pa ren t s  d i d n ' t  
i t ,  t o  have you win i t ?  

A. Yes, it meant a l o t  t o  them, yes,  i t  d id ;  yes ,  it  d id .  

Q. And where d i d  you go t o  h igh  school  then? 
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A. S p ~ i n g f i e l d  High School. 

Q. Was t h a t  t h e  present  bu i ld ing?  Was i t  b u i l t ?  

A .  The present  bu i ld ing ,  yes.  

Q. And what year  d id  you e n t e r  h igh  school? 

Q. And w a s  t h e  same t h i n g  t r u e  t h e r e ,  t h a t  you s t u d i e d  what you l i k e d  
and d i d n ' t  s tudy  what you d i d n ' t ?  (laughs) 

A.  I s tud ied  what I l i k e d  and most of t h e  th ings  I didn't--1 was good 
i n  a lgeb ra ,  t h ings  l i k e  t h a t .  I d i d n ' t  c a r e  too  much f o r  geometry, but  
I got  by w i t h  it. I l i k e d  h i s t o r y ,  bu t  T d i d n ' t  l i k e  anc i en t  h i s t o r y ,  
and t h a t ' s  something I always f e e l  bad about .  I had a Sunday school  teacher  
Named Be l l e  Karen; she  taught  u s  i n  h igh  school .  She was a wonderful 
person, j u s t  a s  f i n e  a woman as you'd ever  want t o  meet, j u s t  a g r e a t  
t eache r ,  and I l i k e d  h e r  very,  very  much. When I got  t o  high school ,  I 
guess I was too b i g  f o r  my b r i t c h e s ,  and I and a couple of o t h e r  fellows-- 
three of u s ,  t h e r e  w a s  f o u r  a l t o g e t h e r ,  t h r e e  o t h e r s  and myself--I don ' t  
want t o  mention t h e i r  names, a couple of them a r e  s t i l l  l i v i n g  he re  i n  
town--we used t o  match n i c k e l s  and pennies ,  and we'd make, j u s t  t r y  t o  
make l i f e  miserable  f o r  h e r ,  . . . 
Q. You were a gambler. ( laughs) 

A. . . . and then one day . . . 
Q. What d i d  you do when she  caught you? 

A.  Well, f i n a l l y  she  got  f i l l e d  up t o  h 
out  and she  c a l l e d  me up t o  t h e  desk and 

e r e ,  (ges tures)  and she  picked me 
s a i d ,  "Benny, you go over  t o  

room s o  and so ,  t h e  s tudy  room, and from now on ou t  you go t h e r e  dur ing  
t h i s  c l a s s ;  you don ' t  come back i n  t h i s  c l a s s  aga in  . . . " Oh boy, 

Q. Oh, I'm s u r e  you were. ( laughs)  W e l l ,  i t  hard ly  seems f a i r  t h a t  she  
s ing led  out  you. 

A. Well, yes i t  was f a i r  i n  t h i s  r e spec t .  She knew m e  b e t t e r ,  t h e  one 
t h a t  shouldn ' t  have been doing t h i s ,  a t  l e a s t ,  I mean . . . 

I Q. Well, she  was your Sunday school  eeacher.  ( laughs)  

A. Sunday school  t eache r ,  and I d i d  like h e r ;  she was very ,  very  n i c e  
person. Whp 1-1 don' t  know. 

1 Q. Did you go ou t  f o r  s p o r t s  when you were i n  high school? 

A. No. When I graduated from grade school  and was ready t o  go t o  h igh  
school ,  my f a t h e r ' s  c l o s e s t  personal  f r i e n d  was Lee Hickox. 

Q. Now . . . 
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A. H e  played a  b i g  p a r t  i n  my l i f e .  

Q. Who was Lee Hickox; t e l l  us  a l i t t l e  b i t  about him. 

A. H e  w a s  a farmer and p r i v a t e  banker,  and he l i v e d  on a  b i g  farm 
( i naud ib l e )  and when I graduated from grade school  ready t o  go t o  high 
school ,  h e  s a i d ,  "Benny, now what 's  your p lans  f o r  your f u t u r e ;  you ought 
t o  know." I s a i d ,  "Well, Uncle Lee, I want t o  be a  d rugg i s t . "  H e  s a i d ,  
Well, i f  you want t o  be a  d r u g g i s t ,  t h a t ' s  f i n e ,  bu t  you ought t o  work 
i n  a d rugs to re  whi le  you 're  going t o  high school." I s a i d ,  "Oh I ' d  like 
t ha t . "  H e  s a i d ,  ''I can put  you i n t o  Broadwell ( i naud ib l e )  . And he s a i d ,  
"We'll put  you behind the foun ta in ,  and y o u ' l l  s t a y  t h e r e  f o r  fou r  years .  
Now, I could ge t  you a job a t  Ralph's Drugstore,"--at F i f t h  and Cap i to l ,  
he and h i s  b r o t h e r  owned t h a t  bu i ld ing  t h e r e .  That ' s  where they [Hickoxes] 
w e r e  born. 

Q. Was h i s  b ro the r ,  by any chance, H a r r i s  Hickox? 

A .  H a r r i s  Hickox. 

Q. I s e e ,  who owned t h e  Bickox Apartments. 

A. No, t h a t  w a s  h i s  nephew. 

Q. Oh,- oh. This  is  another  genera t ion ,  yes.  

A. This was another  genera t ion .  

Q. So he got you i n t o  . . . 
A. ~ a l p h ' s  Drugstore,  and I s t a r t e d  high school .  I needed a  b i cyc l e  
t o  d e l i v e r .  I went to--I know t h e  name so w e l l  that-- the b i c y c l e  shop 
tha t - - i t ' s  on Adams S t r e e t  . . . 
Q. I wouldn't know. 

A. I bought a  Pierce-Arrow b i c y c l e  f o r  fo r ty - f ive  d o l l a r s .  

Q. Was t h i s  made by t h e  Pierce-Arrow motor c a r  people? 

A. I don' t  t h ink  so ,  I don' t  t h i n k  s o ,  I dan't know. 

Q. Forty-f ive d o l l a r s ,  sounds expensive. 

A.  It was expensive, and I was making f i v e  d o l l a r s  a week. I got  paid 
Saturday a t  noon, and f o r  n ine  weeks I went t h e r e  and paid--Mussillons,  
Mussillons was the  name of t h e  b icycle  and key shop. 

Q. So i t  took you n ine  weeks t o  pay f o r  your b i cyc l e .  

A. I know what I d id  wi th  t h e  f i r s t  £ar ty- f ive  d o l l a r s  I got  paid i n  t h e  
















































































































