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Donald VahHooser, Taylorville, Tllinois, July 8, 1986.

Kevin Corley, Interviewer.

[
Q: Mr. VanHooser, would you please state your full name?

Donald Keith VanHooser.

Where were you born?

Here in Taylorville.

What was the date? |
June 4, 1905. '}
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: On June 4, What do you know about your familyorigin?}tWheremre
your parents from?

A: I know they said that Grandpa VanHooser came from Kentigky, here in
Christian county. They were out east of town here four milles and on a
farm. Dad was born--was it Lebanon, Illinois or Lebanon, Missouri?

0: (Mrs. VanHooser) Lebanon, Missouri I thought.

+

A: Is where Dad was born, my dad. And there was nine boys& and three
girls in that family, in Dad's family because they always spid they had a
baseball team and three umpires.

Q: I see,

A: T think Mom was born--1 don't know whether she was born in Taylorville,
Illinois. She was a Hammel, her mother's name was Hammel--Rachel Dolly
Smith Hammel.

What was her full name?

Ina Hammel

Ina Hammel, okay.

I wouldn't say what her middle name was. But her name was Hammel.

All right.
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I don't know where my list is on all that.
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When did the VanHooser's come to the United States?
No, I couldn't tell you that. I didn't go back that far.
Goes back quite a while though. |

Yes,
|

All right. What was your father's occupation then? |

: He was a coal miner. Yes, when he got old enocugh, he was a coal
miner, He first worked out here at Mine Fifty-eight, here in town, and
then he went to Number Seven at Kincaid. He was there several years
while I was in school yet. Out here at Mine Fifty-eight he was what they
called a shot firer. This was on solid work out here and they had to
drill the holes just so they would break off the coal. If they didn't,
it was on the solid and it didn't do any good. Or had an explosion if
you want to call it that. He had to go to work at like three in the
afternoon and do the firing at night, after the mine closed up. When he
went to Kincaid, they had machines out there. OQut here they didn't have
them, But it was an undercut machine. When he went out there, it was
all gang work. That was developing they called it. He wap in like gang
work, and he got to where he was running a cutting machine for the gang,
and of course you had to have help. To begin with, there was three men
in a gang, and then when they got big enough and went up apd developad
other territories, then they added men until they got sevep men gangs.
Then, when it got far enough apart that it was too far, like two entries
that way, two entries this way, two entries that way, see, six entries,
then they split them up again into three man gangs. That's what dad did,
was that. He was on a territory then, when they got the developing far
enough, he was a cutting machine man on a territory, ard they got yardage
as well as tonnage rate. That was their pay see,
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Q: So they got paid by how much they brought out?

A: Yes. The men loaded on a territory. The men got so mych a ton and
the cutting machine man got a percentage as well as yardage as they
called it as they developed. It was called yardage. That was when he
made application to take me in the mine.

Q: Who measured the amount they were bringing out of the mine?

|
A: The men on the territory, they loaded in three ton cars. Like, tl}xere
was two rooms and two men to those two rooms. There was like sixteen
rooms to a territory. Sixteen rooms on this side and sixteen on this
side, the air went in one entry and come out the other and that was
circulation, see. The cutting machine cut on both entries. That msyTtuEe
territory, and of course you had the helper on the machine.

Q: Do you know who measured the amount that they brought aut of the
mine?

A: Well, you mean the tonnage?
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Q: Yes. Who measured the tomnage?

A:; All right, we had a check weighman up in the tipple, as a cari
come up there was a check on it. That check belonged to se men, and
the check was taken off and when it was dumped it was like|an automatic
weigh. The check weighman weighed that tomnage., Tike if re was three
tons or a little over three ton, maybe 200 pounds or whate‘{er and he's
the man that made a record of that.

Q: I see.

A: M, Campbell, he was the check weighman out there at Nﬁmber Seven at
that time,

Q: Was he a company man?
A: Yes, he would've been a company man, yes. But you could go to him if
youhadlostaca:coryoudldnthavemethatymsbould"{ , and he

will find it for you. He will find it. He was good about e, he kept it
straight. Yes, he was good. Al Campbell.

Q: Did he penalize you for rock and extra?

A: They did. If you had too mach rock . . .

0: Al Campbell, and he was classified as a weigher.

A: Yes. He was check weighman, No, they would dock you if you had too
mch dirt, coal, rock or clay, and you watched that you didn't, Yes, you
tookmtwhatyoucould When my dad took me in the mine, it was in the
thirteenth and fourteenth entry west, and we was way down in the last
room, On each entry, we had the last room. You had to tale the rock out
and we'd put it in the gob pile they called it. That was hehind you,
see.

Q: A god pile?

Gob.

Ch, gob pile.

A g

Yes, that's what it was called. That's where you kept the dirt and
such Of course, that was timbered behind you, see. You did the timbering.
That's what that was called.

All right. So, how old were you when you entered the mine?

You finished your sophomore year.

Well, 1921, so that would make me sixteen.,

e » 2 P2

Sixteen years old, in 1921. Okay. All right.
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0: And then you didn't start to school in September, except you went to
night classes. So it was right after school was out in sophomore

year. |
A: I went the whole winter to finish my geometry. I was pretty good in
math and algebra. I finished my geometry, but that's all ] took at night
school . |
Q: Did you finish your education then? §

\
A: No. ‘
Q: So, what year did you finish, sophomore year?
A: Yes. It was quite an experience I tell you, when you first walk in
the mine., It was dark, at that time, we had carbide lightg. We didn't
have electric like we've got today.
Describe it to me.
What? Oh, the carbide lights?

No. Describe your first experierce in the mine,

A S A

Oh. The first day, all we did was load coal. I wouldn't say how
many cars, whether it was five or six cars that we loaded, and they were
three ton cars. You had to take your turn as they called it, whenever
the motor would bring in empties and take back the loaded gars. He would
push your empty on past the room and go in and get your load car and take
it out, and you'd push your empty car into your place. Whan they would
gather all the cars on that entry, the coal cars, they would take them to
the parting they called it. That was out there on the main line. The
main line motorman would bring in empties and take away the load back to
the bottom., They were hoisted from there, see.

The first day in, I tell you, I was sore. I was sore and atiff, oh! But
the second day, we drilled holes and we drilled three holes up there to
shoot the place down because it was cut underneath. The machine would
sump over here on the right hand side. The cutter bar was six foot long,
and you had a big chain--pig chain it was called--and it was fed through
a sprocket on the back end of the machine and around over here to the
ratchet, Up on front to another sprocket up there, then across the room
30 feet over here and you anchored it in a wall or to the top either one.
It was already cut and we drilled it. Then Dad made the pawder up and
showed me how to make a cartridge, it was a big dowel rod if you want to
call it that. It was made for that purpose, because it was tapered. You
used newspapers to make your cartridge out of, and you kept clay dirt
there, wet, ard you put your cartridge in there. So much powder, pellet
powder, and you put that in your hole., If you had three cartridges, the
last one had the fuse in it. You put them in there and then you put clay
in there and tamped it tight so that your core would stay tight. The
second day is when Dad stayed in and shot. You had your fuse long enaugh
that you had a good fifteen minutes to get away from there. So he had me
out on the entry with our dimmer buckets to come home, and he stayed in
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there and shot. He didn't shoot until a quarter of four or some

like that I think it was. Three-forty-five or something ljke that.
Anyway, the men were shooting and that first boom, I tell you, it blowed
my light out and there I was in the dark. l

Q: Broke your light out?

A: Yes, blowed it out. The explosion, see, and I was really scared.

But Dad came to me right away and we came on home. But I tell you, that
was dark! But I soon got used to it. We almost worked these rooms out
for over a year., Bill Starks was the mine manager, knew Dad real well,
and he came in and asked Dad if Dad would take the main first north entry
gang. Dad said, '"Well, I can't. Don here is just seventeen or eighteen
years old, and he's just a kid." Bill said, '"You take him with you up
there and we'll take care of it." Well, when that gang split up, I went
up there with Dad and at that time, in the gang work you had Morgan
Gardner machines and that was different than this short wall machine they
called it. The machine itself as it crossed the front here was forty-two
inches, and it came back like this, the cutter bar did, see. Around here
was a big electric motor and it ran the cutter chain, and that chain went
around this way, see, cutting. It was on rack rails they e¢alled it. The
rack rails stood up like this, and there was a cog wheel here and it fit
under here were the cogs. That machine fit in there and then backed out,
then you moved it over and cut it again like that. You made four of them
in a twelve foot entry. My job at that time when we was rwyming was I
had to set the front jack pipe they called it, and that was a little
short one you set it in the coal. But you had to know how to chip that
out so that it would fit in there tight. Dad, he would set the back
jack. We got along all right, but boy, that was working. Many, many
evenings 1 would come home and just lay down on the bed just dead tired.

Q: Yes. Now, what year was it that that machine was used?

A: 1921, 1922, and 1923.

Q: And you called it a Morton Gardner?
A: Morgan Gardner.

Q: Morgan Gardner.

A

: Anyway, they were like I said, when they cut over here and you had to
know what to do, The machine itself, when you moved it frem one room to
another, went on a cart they called it and you pulled it on here and then
it would pull up here. You could move it from one room to another b
itself. You had a big long cable, electric. Dad one time was sumping
the machine as they called it, that was rumning it off the cart here and
he had his toe in the way. When it went down and came back, the big
toenail, it just caught it. It came off of his foot into his sock.

Well, he was off several days with that. There was no one to run the
machine in the gang. But Dick Klemm helped me and we cut goal. I ran
the machine, and some of these older men, they didn't like it because
here a kid eighteen years old was rumning the machine and they were just
helpers, see,
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Q: There was no one else to do it, was there?

A: No, no. That's the way it worked out. But I was in ggng work,
that's called developing work, most of the time. When was it that the
loading machines started to come in? (pause) Anyway, I was in the gang
work and that was 1925, I guess. I was 25 years old when they were
coming in, I told my buddy, Chwck Simmons, I said, '"Well, if we're gping
to work in the mines, we'd better get on a machine of some kind, because
they'll be laying men off."

Well, anyway I made application or said I wanted to get on;the machine,
and they put me as a helper then on a machine and I learned to run the
machine. That was what they called a little 5BU. When the next rumber
five machine came, I was capable and I got that machine on|the territory.
We had those machines several years.

Q: How many workers did those machines lay off?

A: Ch, I'm going to say several hundred. I'll tell it that way. (tape
turned off) ‘

Q: Okay, before I turned the tape off, you were talking about the loading
mach:.neccmﬁ.ngin You were in Number Seven at that time, andyouttnught
the year would've been somewhere between 1925 and 19297 ‘

A: Yes,

Q: Okay. It was a 5BU loading machine.

That was, yes.

Right, that one.

The little one as we called it then.

The little one, yes.

> L r L »

Of course, then later on they got the big 11 BU's. Thet was a bigger
machine and you'd load more coal with it.

Q: And that was later. What year was that?
A: I couldn't tell you for sure.
Q: Late thirties?

A: Yes. It would've been late thirties. It was after ; Progressive
troubles.

Q: Okay, you said that the 5BU loading machine laid off a|lot of workers,
and it was in the hundreds. You went ahead and got on the|machines to

keep your job.
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A: Right.
Q: Yes, That was pretty smart of you.

A: Well, that's what I said, if you're going to work as a coal miner
you'd better get on one of the machines, either the cutting machine or
loading machine. That was the biggest money.

Q: Yes. Who got laid off?

A: The men that were hand loading. Some of the drillers ot to stay on
because they drilled the holes after the machines cut the doal, and then
of course you had your shot firer after that. But it was dfter the
trouble. :

Q: Was there a certain group of people that got laid off?

A: Men that were hand loading. They wasn't on machines o¥ anything like
that.

Q: So people that couldn't do anything else.
A; That's right, yes.

Q: How did the company decide that one person would maybe be good at
working on a machine and another wouldn't? How'd they makq that decision?

A: Well, T don't know how they made that decision. When ] made application,
Bob Love was on that machine, and Henry Floyd took it, toolf that machine,

and I was his helper. I guess I was his helper until r five machine
came. Of course, that was the idea of me learning to run t machine,
Whenever you could, he would let you run that machine, Ifiit got to the
point where you were having problems or wasn't getting any .coal, then he
would take it over and go from there. You just learned to load coal with
that and how to undermine it to get it to fall down so that you could

load it. ‘

Q: Well, let me ask you, who were the union leaders in the area at that
time?

A: Pat Burke's dad was president.

Q: That was the leader of the local?

A: Yes, he was., Jack Robinson was, I don't remember what he was. But
anyway, John Gondolphi was the pit committeeman, and he togk care of any
disputes or if you had a problem, he would hely settle it., Jack Robinson,
was he vice-president of the local? Pat Burke's dad, what was his name,
was president of the local union. And of course . . .

0: It wasn't Mike was it?

A: (Could've been Mike. His name would be Mike (Mike Burkae).
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Q: Did the pit committeeman pretty well help to handle the grievances?

A: Yes. Yes, he did. If they couldn't handle it, then if went to
arbritation they call it. The men almost knew ahead of tipe that thay
were going to get. Somebody had to be laid off because machines were
taking their place., Some of them got jobs elsewhere, some| of them got
out of the mines altogether. It worked out all right.

Q: There was some talk at that time about job sharing or ¢utting back
the work hours.

A: There was a time they did. The mine was working five flays or six
days a week, which was it? Five, six days a week, anyway, my day off was
on Thursday. I could either take that day off or I could out to work
and take whatever job they had open for me, and I got paidiat that rate.
Not my rate of pay, but at their rate of pay of the job you took. One
time, I went to rock gang and that was only $5.95 a day. My wages on
loading machine was $8. 60 a day, see, Well, that was real work on that.
But this onedaythathentoutarﬂmnttomrkmthedi.rtgangthey
called it, and Nave, he's dead now, of course, but they put him on my
machine and his helper ran his machine. So when I fourd it out during
the day, I went to Gondolphi, Johnny Gondolphi, I knew himreal well,
good friend, and told him what happened. I said, "I think{I'm entitled
to that pay," and he said, "I do too." So when we went ipto the office
and Johnny Abrell which was superintendant, he said, '"You'ye got no
problem, You're going to get paid." So that was that simple. If I went
to work after that on my day off, I went on my own matc:h:i.nuti.l{> But other
men, they done the same thing. If you went out there, you} took whatewer
Jjob they gave you. But you had to share, yes you did, you§shared

Q: What about reduction of work hours, were the workers for that idea?
Spread the work hours out among more workers?

A: Yes, they were. I think they were. I think most of them were willing
to share. A coal miner, they were pretty well together ard took care of
each other if they could. There was very little separatiom, I mean
dissension between the men. They were real good about that.

Q: Were the United Mine Workers for that?

A: Yes. We were United Mine Workers.

Q: Well, I mean was the union leaders, did they like that idea also?

A: Well, they had to. They almost had to. See, John L. lewis was our
international president, and he warned the men vhen these loading machines
were coming in that they were going to take the place of and there

would be a reduction in wages. They were prepared for it.| But it worked
out all right, of course. Now, when we had that mine trouble, that was

something else.
Q: Describe that to me. How did that start?
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Q: How many Progressives were there?

A: Oh, there were several hundred wasn't there, Dorothy? ‘Now, that has
the same day you got caught?

0: I didn't get caught. I could've got caught.
A: Well, you went the wrong way.

O: T had to go to the bank. I was working at King's Cafe, and I had to
go to the bank for change for noon. As I started out the door, the
militia was like in front of there, because they were marching, the
Progressive's were marching. So they were going around 8 way, weren't
they? They were going to the south and to the west, that way around.
What they were doing was trying to corral them to get them;into the
courthouse. So militia says, "Dorothy, for your protection, you go the
opposite way." So I went north and then I went west, then;I went south,
then I come back to the bank on the south side of the squage. Got the
change and when I come back, then I was all right from thege around to
the King. If I had gone the other way, they would've had me locked up.

Q: How many Progressives were there?

0: They were brought in here by truckloads that day. This was on October
the twelfth, because it was considered a holiday for the miners. Virden
Day then, see, they don't acknowledge Virden Day anymore. |

Q: Okay. Now, that's the day then, that the Progressives . . .

0: Were locked up in the courthouse,

Q: They had been given a bunch of trucks by a company to go to Virden,
to the Virden ceremonies.

Right.
They wouldn't let them go, so they stayed here in Taylarville.
Right.

: They were the ones that were causing all this trouble with you, and
then later they got put in the courthouse?

e r Lo X

0: They were locked up in the courthouse.

A: Then they were processed out, you know. Some of them got put in jail
and others got turned loose, if you want to call it that.

0: Whoever was rowdy or . . .

A: Well, you guys just stumbled into it at the wrong time then. You
came out of the hospital on the wrong day, (I didn't come qut of the
hospital. I sat up all night with my brother who had been hemorraging
from the removal of his tonsils.) and that's why there were’ hundreds of
men waiting out there for you. |


































