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I bnald Vantboser , Taylorville, Ill-jnois , July 8, 1986. 

Q: MK . VanHooser , wwld you please state your fu l l  name? 

A: b m l d  Keith VanHooser, 

i Q: *re =re yau born? 

A: Hese in Taylowille, 

Q: What was the date? 

A: June 4, 1905. i 
Q: QI June 4. Chat do you know about ymr  %ly origin? / Where *are 
your parents £ram? I 
A: I h o w  they said that Grandpa VanHaoser came 
Christian caunty. They -re out east of tom here 
farm. Dad was born--was it kbanon, Illinois or 

0: (Mrs. V m l h s e r )  k h ,  Missouri I thmght. I 
A: Is &re Dad was born, my drd. A d  there r s s  nine boyg and three 
girls in that family, in Ilad's faodly because they alrsys wid they had a 
baseball t- d three umpires. 

Q: I see. 

A: I think Elcm was born-I don't know &ether she uas born in Taylordlle, 
Illinois. She m a Htmnel, her mther's ~ l n e  a s  Hamnel--Rachel Doll$ 
Smith Hzamrel. 

Q: Ina Harmnel, okay. 

A: I muldn't say h t  her middle name ms. Rut her name Ws Hamnel. 

Q: A l l  right. 

0: I don't b o w  *ere my list is on a l l  that. 
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Q: Wen did the VanHooeer's cane to the United States? 

A: No, I couldn't tell you that. I didn't go back that I$ZW. 

I 

Q: &es back quite a while though. 

A: Yes, I 

Q: A l l  right. h t  w s  your father's occupation then? 1 
A: He wm a coal h. Yes, when he got old enough, he bas a coal 
miner, He first wrked out here at Mine Fifty-eight, here in town, and 
then he mt to Nuher Seven at Kbcaid. He ms there sevprd years 
while I was in school yet. at here at Mine fifty-eight tre was a t  they 
called a shot: firer. l h i s  w on solid mrk out here and they had ta 
drill the holes just so they mAd break off the coal. If they didn't, 
it m s  on the solid and it didn't do any god.  Or had an explosion if 
you want to call it that. He had to go to wrk at like t k e e  in the 
afternoan and do the fix% at night, after the mine closed up, Lhen he 
wint to Rhcaid, they had znachims out there. at here thpy didn't b e  
them, But it was an undercut mchine. &en he mt out: e r e ,  it w s  
al l  gang wrk. 'Ihat T ~ R ~ S  developing they called it, He q in like gang 
wrk, and he got to where he m~ running a cutting mchine far the gang, 
and of course you had to have help. Ta begin w i t h ,  there w s  three men 
in a gang, ard then d m  they gpt big enough ard vent up afld developed 
other territories, then they added men until they got swe@ rrm gangs. 
Xhn, when it got far emu& apart that it was too far, like two entries 
that way, tm entries this way, tm entries that way, see, six entriw, 
then they split than up again in to  three man gangs. 'kat'r what dad did, 
was that. He was on a territory then, &en they got the developing fk 
enough, he was a cutting mchine mm on a territory, ard t)ey got yardage 
as ~ 1 1  as tonnage rate. 'kat was their pay see. 

Q: So they got paid by how rmch they brought out? 

A: &s , 'Ihe ~~len loaded on a territory. Ihe m got h ~ ,  m h  a Con and 
the cutting michhe got a prcentage as d l  m yardagq as they 
called it as they developed. It w s  called yardage. 'kat w s  vihen he 
made application to take me in the mine, 

A: The rren on the territory, they loaded in three ton cara, Like, t 
was tm r a w  and t w  mw to thme tm rooms. There n s  l3ke sixteen 
roans to a territory, S i x t e e n  rooms on this side and sixtem on this 
side, the air mnt in one entry axd cane out the other and that m s  y 
circulation, see, The cutting roachhe cut on both entries. That m s  
territory, and of course p u  had the helper on the whine.  

A: k l 1 ,  you mzm the t o w e ?  

ire 

lr 
he 
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Q: Yes. Who masurd the tonnage? 
I 

Q: I see, 

A: Mr. Campbell, he w s  the check eighan out there at Nqbr Seven at 
that time. 

A: Yes, he d d ' v e  been a campany man, yes. kt you c g d  o to him if t p had lost a car or you didn't have me that you should 'v , and he 
will £ind it fm you, He will find it. He w s  good aboutlit, he kept it 
straiglnt. Yes, he was good. A l  Capbell. 

Q: Did he penalize you for rock and extra? 

A: lhey did. If you had too nuch rock . , . 
0: Al Campbell, ard he m s  classified as a wigher. 

A: Yes. He w w  check x+ghmn. No, they w l d  dock you If you had too 
mch dirt ,  coal, rock or clay, and you mtched that you didn't. Yes, you 
took aut what you could. Whenmy dad tookm in the mine, it v im in the 
thirteenth ard faxteenth entry =st, and VE w s  m y  d m  b the last  
roan, b each entry, w had the last  roan. You had to take the rock out 
and w 'd gut it in the gob pile they called it. That s~izs behind you, 
see. 

Q: A god pile? 

A: Gob. 

Q: a, gob pi le ,  

A: Y e s ,  that's &.at it vas called. That's where you kept the dirt and 
such. Of course, that tinbered behid you, see. You did the tidwing, 
'Ihat 's what that vas called. 

Q: All right. So, how old wxe you when yrm entered the mine? 

0: You finished your sophamre year. 

A: kll, 1921, so that wuld make me sixteen. 

Q: Sixteen years old, in 1921. Okay, All right. 



0: Arad then you didn't start to  school in September, t yw mt to 
night classes. So it m s  right after school - aut in sophorror e 
yea-  

A: I mt the whole winter to finish my gw3nlletry. e t ty  good in  
rmth dgetza. I finished my g e m t r y ,  but Chat': Z? r t o o k  at ni*t 
school. I 

Q: Did you finish your education then? I I 

A: No, 

Q: SO, a t  yeas did you finish, s o p h r e  year? 

A: Yes. It KBS qui te  an experieme I tell yau, when you qirst walk jm 
the mine, It was dark, a t  that t k ,  v.e had carbide lightq. k didn't 
have e lecb ic  like we've got today. 

Q: Describe it to me. 

A: b b t ?  Oh, the carbide lwts? 

Q: b. kscribe yow first q e r i e n c e  in the 

A: Oh. The first day, all e did ms load coal. I m1dr) ' t  say how 
many cars, dwther it was five or six cars that E loaded, ;and they *re 
three ton cam. You had t o  take  you^ turn as they called at, -ever 
the mtor m l d  bring in empties ard tale back the loaded q r s .  He m l d  
push your empty on past the roan d go in and get yarr lo& car and take 
it out, and you'd p h  pur empty car into yaur place. Lhm they m l d  
gather all the cars on that entry, the coal cars, they WUW take then t o  
the parting they called it. 'Ihat was out there on the main line, The 
main line wtorman wid bring in empties d take away the load back to 
the botm, They -re hoistd fian there, see. 

The first day in, I tell you, I ws sore. I ms sore a d  s t i f f ,  oh! k t  
the second day, w drilled holes and rn drilled three holea up there to 
shoot the place down because it w s  cut underneath. The mzchine muld 
sump wer here on the right had side. The cutter bar was six foot long, 
and ycru had a big chain--pig chain it WAS called--and it m fed through 
a sprocket on the back end of the -him and around over bre to the 
ratchet. Up on front to another sprocket up there, then aaross the roan 
30 feet wer here d you anchored it in a mll or t o  the top either one. 
It ms already cut and w drilled it. 'hen Dad mde the p d e r  up and 
sbwd ue how to rnake a cartridge, it was a big d e l  rod if yau want t o  
call it that. It ms rnade for that plzpose, because it was tapered. You 
used newpapers to  mk your cartridge out of, and you kept clay dirt 
there, ~ t ,  a d  you put your cartridge in  there. So mch paler, pellet 
poder,  ard you pt that in your hole. If you had three cwtridges, the 
l as t  one had the fuse in it. You pit: them in there and t h q ~  you plt clay 
in there d tamped it t ight  so that your core wuld stay mt. The 
secord day is W Dad stayed in and shot. You had your b e  long enough 
that you had a pod  fifteen minutes to get away from there. So he had IYE 
out on the entry w i t h  our dinner buckets to can? hame, and he stayed b 



Donald VmHooser 5 

there and shot. He didn't shoot unti l  a quarter of four or samething 
lik that I think it m s .  Three-forty-five or something ltke that, 
Anywiy , the nen =re shooting, and that first born, I tell yau, it b l q d  
my light out d there I m s  in the daxk. 

Q: Broke your light out? 

A: Yes, b l d  it out. The explosion, see, and I was reaily scared, 
But Dad cam to  rae right away and tie c a e  on harne. But I +ell you, that 
was dark! Rut I soon got used to  it. We almost mrked thpe roans out 
for over a year. B i l l  S t a r k  ws the mine mnager, hew D#d real well, 
d he caw in and asked Dad i f  Dad d d  take the main fQst north entry 
gang. Dad said, 'Well, I can't. Don here is just seventew or eighteen 
years old, and he ' s just a kid . I1  B i l l  said, "You ta le  him with you up 
there a d  we'll take care of it." W l l ,  when that gang sp l i t  up, I w m t  
up there w i t h  Dad and a t  that t h ,  in  the gang wrk you hgd Pbrgan 
Gardner machines and that m s  different than this short wall whine  they 
cdlled it. 'Ihe whine i t se l f  as it crossed the front here m s  f o r t p t w  
imhes, and it came back like this, the cutter bar: did, see. A w d  here 
was a big electric mtox and it ran the cutter chain, and that chain wnt  
around this way, see, cutting. It w s  on rack r a i l s  they ~ a l l e d  it. The 
rack rails stood up l ike th is ,  and there ws a cog wheel bre  and it fit 
under here Ere the cogs. That machine f i t  in there and backed out, 
then yrm w e d  it over and cut it again like that, You made four of them 
in a Mlve  foot entry. My job at that tirrre when w m s  qming vas I 
had to set the front jack pipe they called i t ,  and that w a ~  a l i t t le  
short one ytxl se t  it in the coal. But you had to  know how to chip that 
out so that it w l d  fit in there tight. Dad, he wuld set the back 
jack. got along all right, but boy, that w s  wrking. Many, mmy 
evenings I wuld crme hame d just lay down on the bed ju+t dead tired. 

Q: Yes. Now, what year m s  it that that machine ws used? 

A: 1921, 1922, and 1923. 

A: Anyway, they =re like I said, hen they cut over here a d  you had to 
knm what to  do. The mchine i t s e l f ,  &en you mxred it frtpl one roan to 
another, w w ~ t  on a cart they called it and you pulled it on here and then 
it m l d  pull up here. You c d d  mnre it £run one roan to another by 
itself. You had a big long cable, electric. Dad one t i m e  m s  sumping 
the mchjsle as they called it, that m s  m m h g  it off the cart here and 
he had his toe in the my. lhen it wnt down and cam back, the big 
toenail, it just caught it, It care off of his foot into us sock. 
Well, he was off several days with that. There was no one to run the 
machine in the gang. But Dick Klm helped ~lle ard = cut qoal. I ran 
the mxhine, and some of these older m, they didn't l ike  it because 
here a kid eiateen years old uns running the mhhe and Qhey -re just 
helpers, see, 
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Q: k e  m s  110 one else to do it, m s  there? 

A: No, no. That's the my it mrked at. l3ut I was in gCng mrk, 
that's called developing work, most of the time. then m s  it that 
load% machines started to COKE in? (pause) Anpy , I ws in the gpng 
wxk and that was 1925, 1 guess. I waa 25 years old when they =re 
comhg in, I told my M d y ,  W k  Simrrms, I said, "kll, if we're ping 
to mrk in the mines, w Id better get on a machine of sanue , kind, kcawe 
they'll be laying men off." 

Well, a n p y  I mde application or said I m t e d  to get on! t k  michire, 
and they pzt IIE as a helper then an a machine and I learn4 to xun t b  
mhine. That a s  a t  they calld a little 5BU. bhen th+ next nuther 
five ~ ~ ~ h b e  came, I w capable and I got that trachine an the territory. 
We had those machines several years. 

Q: Haw many mrkers did those mchines lay off? 

A: &, I'm ping to say severaJ. hundred. I'll tell it th+t way. (tape 
turned off) 

Q: Okay, before I t u r n 4  the tape off, you Fnnere talking spout: the loading 
machine c d n g  in. You -re in Nmhr Seven at that time, and yw thmght 
the year wuld 've been smwhere be-en 1925 and 19291 

A: Yes.  

Q: Okay, It m s  a 5BU loading rmchine. 

Q: Right, that one, 

A: Tlae little one as e called it then. 

Q: The little one, yes. 

A: Of  c a s e ,  then later on they got the big 11 BU's. Wt m s  a bigger 
mhine and you'd load mre coal w i t h  it. 

Q: And that m s  later. W t  year was that? 

A: I couldn't tell ycxl for sure. 

Q: late thixties? 

A: ks. It d d ' v e  been late thirties. It a s  after Progressive 
troubles. 

Q: Okay, ymr said that the 5BU loading machine laid off a 
and it in the hundreds. You mt ahead a d  got on the 

lot of workers, 
nwhines to 

keep ywur job. 
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Q: Yes, That was pretty smart of pu. I 

A: Well, that's what I said, if you're going b wrk as a coal miner 
you'd better get on one of the mhines, either the c u t t i q  IIlachine or 
loading machine. That wm the biggest rmney, 

Q: Yes. tho got laid off? I 

A: The men that e r e  hand loding. Sure of the drillers ot to stay on 
because they dril led the holes after the -hines cut the to* ,  a d  - 
of course you had gnn shot firer after that. k t  it was gfter the 
trouble. 

Q: W s  there a certain group of people that got laid off? 

A: M a  that wze hard loading. They msn't on =hines oq anything like 
that. 

Q: So people that couldn't do mything else. 

A: ' I h a t ' s  x i a t ,  yes. 

Q: How did the company decide that one person d d  maybe ,be good at 
wrking on a mehim and another wuldn't? How'd they makt) that decision? 

application, 

care. 

m l d  take it wer d go £ran there. Yau just learned to load coal w i t h  
that and haw to undermine it to get it to fall d m  so thatf you could 
load it. 

Q: k 1 1 ,  let me ask you, dm wre the union leaders in the area at  that 
th?  

A: Pat Burke ' s dad ~s president. 

Q: That ws the leader of the local? 

A: k s  , he was. Jack lbbinson was, I don't remember d m t  he was. But 
anyway, John Gardolphi m s  the p i t  cam&tteamn, and he toqk care of any 
displtes or if you had a problem, he m l d  he1 settle it. Jack Robinson, Y ws he vice-president of the lad? Pat Burke s dad, what was his m, 
was president of the local union. And of course . . . 
0: It wasn't Mike was it? 

A: Cauld've been Mih. Hi8 natpe m l d  be Mke (Mike Burke). 
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Q: Did the pit corrmitteaaan pretty ~ 1 1  help to handle thp griwanxs? 

A: Yes .  Yes, he did. If they couldn't handle it, 
arbritation they call it. 'Ihe men almst h e w  ahead 
=re going to et. Somebody had to be laid off 
taking their p f ace. Sarae of t k m  got jobs 
out of the mines altogether. It wxked out 

Q: k e  m s  sum talk at  that t h  about job sharing or 
the wrk hours. 

A: There was a time they did. 'Ihe mLne a s  wrking five 

and take 
Not my rate of pa h t  at their rate of pay of the job yap took. O x  
time, I -t to & rock gang a d  that wrs only $5.95 a dap. mgtw on 
loading machine m s  $8.60 a day, see. kll, that w s  real wrk on that. 
Eiut this one day that I mt out and mt to mrk in the dgrt gang they 
called it, and Nave, he's d e d  now, of cmse ,  h t  they 
mchine and his helper ran his nuchine. So when I found 
the day, I a n t  to 
good friend, a d  
to that pay," 
and Johnny 
problm. You're going to 
tot~prkafter that 
men, they done the same thing. If you wnt  out there, you/ took whatwer 
job they w e  you. But you had to share, yes you did, you/ shared. 

Q: h t  about reduction of wrk hours, E r e  the wrkers fgr that idea? 
Spread the wrk hauws out: amng mrre wrkers? 

A: Yes, &y =re. I think they -re. I think: mst of M =re wil l ing 
to share. A coal miner, they Ere pretty vie11 together anb took care of 
each other if they could. There m s  very l i t t le  separatiop, I nvean 
dissension between the nren. %y =re weal good about that. 

Q: Were the United M ~ J X  Workers for that? 

A: Yes. We w e  United Mine Wbrkers. 

Q: kll , I man =S the union leaders, did they l i k e  that idea also? 

A: Well, theybad to, They almst had to. See, JohnL.  WS m s  our 
international psident, and he warn& the men hen these l o d i n g  mchines 
e r e  coudmg in that they =re going to .take the place of 
d d  be a reduction in mges. b y  w e  prepared for 
out all r w t ,  of course, Nw, when E had that mine 
wmethiq  else. 

Q: bscrfbe that to me. How did that start? 










































