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BERNICE T. VAN DER VRIES MEMO1 
SESSION 7, TAPE 8, SIDE 1 (continued) 

A: Things were going along very smoothly i n  my l i f e  and I was 
cap ta in  f o r  t h e  League of Women Voters.  They needed t o  make 2 

people out  t o  vote .  Voting was very poor i n  those  days, t h e  I 
voting.  People pa id  l i t t l e  a t t e n t i o n  t o  p o l i t i c s  and usua l ly  
boss  h igher  up t h a t  con t ro l l ed  t h e  e l e c t i o n ,  which w a s  t r u e  i r  
The county chairman of  t h e  Republican Pa r ty  l i v e d  way ou t  i n  1 

A Mrs. Thomas c a l l e d  m e  up and she  s a i d ,  "We would l i k e  f o r  yc 
square block and go t o  each home and find ou t  who's r eg i s t e r ec  
And I s a i d ,  "Well, how do you happen t o  s e l e c t  me?  I don ' t  b~ 
league." " W e l l  ," she  s a i d ,  "you have a neighbor who says  tha t  
w e l l  and you ' r e  supposed t o  walk every day," which was t r u e ,  
you might l i k e  t o  have something t o  do. You have a maid. So, 
And I s a i d ,  "ah, sure."  
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So, i n  about a day, I covered t h e  whole square  block and turned i n  my r epor t .  
And from then  on, I had work. I was e l e c t e d  record ing  secre taqy ,  then I w a s  
e l e c t e d  v ice-pres ident ,  and then p re s iden t .  The League of Woqn Voters  was 
very new. When w e  a r r i v e d  i n  Winnetka i t  was j u s t  an of fshoot  ,of t h e  women's 
Club, i t  was the  p u b l i c  a f f a i r s  committee. The League of Womed Voters was 
founded i n  1920, r i g h t  a f t e r  t h e  women got  t h e  r i g h t  t o  vote .  The league had 
a very a c t i v e  and competent p re s iden t ,  M r s .  Walter Benson, who succeeded t h e  
f i r s t  one who was j u s t  a committee chairman. 

The league w a s  a most i n t e r e s t i n g  group. They had good prograys; they s t a r t e d  
having non-part isan candida tes '  meetings, near  t h e  time when tyere would be an 
e l e c t i o n .  It had good speakers ,  t h e r e  were l o t s  of th ings  goidg on i n  Washing- 
ton t h a t  were con t rove r s i a l .  For example, t h e  foundat ion of t y e  Children 's  
Bureau i n  Washington and the  Women's Bureau. They were b i t t e r l y  fought because 
i t  was g iv ing  women too much t o  say.  

In  1927, I became p re s iden t  of t h e  league and we had, oh, abou 
members by t h a t  t i m e  a t  a d o l l a r  a year .  When I l e f t ,  we had 

e i g h t  hundred 
burteen hundred 



members. We had b u i l t  i t  up more and more and we would have f 
women coming t o  a luncheon a t  Community House. Then l a t e r  t h e  
was ou t  of  i t  a c t i v e l y ,  decided they needed t a  charge more t o ,  
t i n g  money. Also they thought they would have women who pa id  
t o  t h e i r  membership, because many d o l l a r  members j u s t  joined b 
were--a f r i e n d  asked them. Although I always maintained i t  
r e a l i z e d  i t  had t o  happen --because everybody got  t h e  
knowledge t h a t  something was happening, you see ,  i n  
government. 

Q: Y e s .  I 
A: And my last year  as p re s iden t ,  I w a s  e l e c t e d  s t a t e  membersh p chairman a t  t h e  
s t a t e  convention he ld  in  Peoria .  They e l ec t ed  chairmen of t h e  top  committees 
along wi th  t h e  o f f i c e r s .  My job w a s  t o  go ou t  and work t o  g e t  new leagues.  W e  
only had a few of them. I n  Chicago, I th ink  t h e r e  was one l e a  ue made up of 
Negro women which w a s  unusual and t h e  Hyde Park league and t h  o t h e r s  were i n  
t h e  suburbs,  Oak Park, and Evanston. They all came i n t o  being about t he  same 
t i m e .  I 1 

The s t a f f  member ass igned  t o  work wi th  m e ,  because we had t o  some t r i p s  
t o  p l aces  where they were i n t e r e s t e d ,  was Emily Taf t ,  whose 
fzmous scu lp to r .  H e  designed t h e  large s c u l p t u r e  out  on t h e  
been an a c t r e s s  b u t  decided she  wanted t o  g e t  i n t o  something 

So she  was my a s s i s t a n t  and w e  t r a v e l e d  around and w e  s t i l l  h a  e leagues t h a t  
g ive  us  c r e d i t  f o r  t h e i r  membership, Highland Park i s  one, som of  them have I 
gone ou t  of ex i s t ence  o r  combined wi th  neighboring ones. Latep, before  she  
was married, she was elected congresswoman a t  l a r g e  from Illinpis. Then she  
married Paul  Douglas, who w a s  t h e  s ena to r ,  you know, f o r  many years .  Charles 
Percy defeated him, f i n a l l y .  I hope I can remember t o  t e l l  yop something about 
Paul  Douglas when w e  g e t  up i n t o  my own p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s .  

Q: Y e s .  
I 

A: We t r a v e l e d  around t h e  state and then  about t h a t  t i m e ,  w e l l  I gave up t h a t  
kfnd of  work a f t e r  two years ,  and I w a s  e l e c t e d  t h e  head of t h  Episcopal 
women of  C h r i s t  Church which was a very a c t i v e  organiza t ion .  e f o r e  I was 
e l e c t e d ,  I t r i e d  t o  g e t  ou t  of  it  because I w a s  i n v i t e d  t o  be  r e s i d e n t  of t h e  
woman's club which was a much more e s t a b l i s h e d  organiza t ion  b t h e  r e c t o r  
wouldn't l e t  m e  go. H e  s a i d ,  very p l easan t ly ,  "You made a pro s e  and you're 
going t o  s t i c k  by it." So, I w a s  e l e c t e d  i n ,  oh, t h e  begfnni  of 1929. i; 
Q: Now, this w a s  f o r  what? The Woman's Club, you mean? I 
A: No, t h e  Chr i s t  Church, Winnetka, womans gui ld .  

The church was moving i n t o  a new pa r i sh  house t h a t  had j u s t  b n b u i l t .  NO, I ' m  
o f f ,  because w e  weren't  moving in .  I n  1929, we were having a r i v e  f o r  funds t o  
b u i l d  t h e  new p a r i s h  house. That was i n  t h e  F a l l  of 1929. W had a g r e a t  b i g  



dinner  planned. I was no t  p re s iden t  then,  I was e l e c t e d  i n  1931, p re s iden t .  
But i n  1929,  I was a c t i v e  i n  t he  church, e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t he  women's group. And 
I had been teaching a Sunday school  c l a s s  of e i g h t  year  o ld  boys f o r  awhile 
and I f i n a l l y  s a i d  t o  t h e  r e c t o r ,  t h e  Rev. E. Ashley Gerhard, one day, "How 
f a r  can I go i n  punishing these  boys?" We were i n  an o ld  p a r i s h  house and they 
put  my c l a s s  up on t h e  s t a g e  s o  we were i n  f u l l  view. There was another  c l a s s  
of boys and my son was i n  t h a t  c l a s s  bu t  they were a11 of them l i t t l e  d e v i l s .  
Bubble gum came i n t o  being a t  t h a t  time and t h e r e  w a s  a l i t t l e  d e l i c a t e s s e n  
ac ros s  t h e  s t r e e t  from t h e  p a r i s h  house. They went t h e r e  and spent  a l l  t h e i r  
money on bubble gum and candies ,  s o  we never had a c o l l e c t i o n  r e a l l y .  And 
then they would have t h i s  bubble gum--you know, they would p u l l  i t  way out ,  you 
know. So, a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  Sunday of t h a t ,  I brought p i eces  of  waxed paper w i th  
t h e i r  names on and parked them on a c h a i r  and they a l l  had t o  park t h e i r  gum. 

Then one day one of them took a hymn book and threw it  off t h e  s t a g e  and down 
i n  f r o n t  of t h e  c l a s s  and almost h i t  somebody. I s a i d  t o  t h e  rector, "How 
far  can I go?" And he s a i d ,  "Go a s  f a r  as you l i ke . "  So t h e  next  Sunday when 
t h i s  boy, s a m e  boy, t r i e d  another  s t u n t  on me, 1 j u s t  grabbed him by t h e  c o l l a r  
and I s a i d ,  "You're going home." "NO, I ' m  n o t  going home." I got  him down 
o f f  t h e  s t a g e ,  he w a s  kind of f r i gh tened  by t h a t  time, and I took him t o  t h e  
door and I s a i d ,  "Now, home you go." "NO, I ' m  no t  going home." "Yes, you 
a re , "  So, he d i d  go home t h a t  Sunday. 

H e  was my f r i e n d  a f t e r  t h a t ,  t h i s  boy. You punish somebody sometimes and then 
they make up wi th  you, you know. They r e a l l y  l i k e  you, I th ink ,  f o r  what you 
d id .  I ' v e  discovered t h a t  i n  time. So every Sunday he would b e  wa i t i ng  f o r  
me t o  go out  of t he  p a r i s h  house, my son would be  wai t ing .  My son d idn ' t  l i k e  
t h i s  boy and he was s o  jea lous .  And we walked home, 

Well, about t h a t  t ime, one Sunday t h e  r e c t o r  s a i d ,  "I have t o  p lay  t h e  piano 
today f o r  t h e  hymns because our  p i a n i s t  c a n ' t  b e  here." And I s a i d ,  "Why, I 
can p lay  t h e  hymns." And he s a i d ,  "You can?" I s a i d ,  "Yes, i f  y o u ' l l  t ake  
c a r e  of t hese  boys up here." So, I played t h e  hymns from then on. I know 
p r a c t i c a l l y  a l l  t h e  words f o r  every f a m i l i a r  hymn. Af te r  w e  moved t o  t h e  new 
p a r i s h  house, we had an organ which I could no t  play. 

The day t h a t  we s t a r t e d  t h i s  d r i v e ,  however, i n  1929,  was--oh, t h i s  was t o  be 
a g r e a t  d inner .  We were going t o  t r y  t o  g e t  $400,000 i n  pledges. I w a s  i n  
charge of t h e  d inner  and we were going t o  have a r e a l  bang-up dinner .  We were 
going t o  have i t  a t  Community House and we were going t o  have about f o u r  hundred 
people t he re .  For g r e a t  long wooden t a b l e s ,  we bought pu rp le  s a t een ,  which you 
could buy f o r  about f i v e  c e n t s  a yard. We borrowed every b r a s s  cand le s t i ck  and 
candelabra i n  Winnetka, whether they were Episcopal ians o r  what they were. We 
had t h i s  a11 l a i d  o u t ,  and a wonderful meal planned, then  t h e  men were t o  s t a r t  
t h e  d r i v e .  

The person i n  charge of t he  d r i v e  w a s  Clarence Randall  who became very w e l l  
known during t h e  Eisenhower admin i s t r a t i on  as one of h i s  fo re ign  advisors .  
Clarence was a good organiza t ion  man, he w a s  wi th  Inland S t e e l ,  and he was t o  
head up t h i s  group. 



Tke s tock  market broke soon a f t e r  i t  opened i n  t h e  morning. T lephane c a l l s ,  
"Can you c a l l  o f f  t h e  d inner?  Things have j u s t  gone haywire," Well, we ' 

i couldn ' t  c a l l  o f f  t h e  dinner ,  t h e  food was a l ready  there .  But then, I wopld 
g e t  t hese  messages, "Well, w e ' l l  t ry  t o  g e t  there."  The v e s t  was meeting 
a t  t he  Univers i ty  Club i n  Chicago. My husband w a s  on the v e s t  y and he  wlas t h e  
only one t h a t  wasn't  present--that was w r i t t e n  up i n  a book on e--because t h e  
members of t h e  United S t a t e s  Chamber of  Commerce had a l l  gone aywire and he 
could no t  leave  t h e  o f f i c e ,  

SESSION 7, TAPE 9 ,  SIDE 1 

A: The men got  o u t  about e i g h t  o 'c lock,  completely exhausted. 
ou r  d r i v e ,  people made t h e i r  pledges. They had no idea  how 
were going t o  be. Everybody pa id  up t h e i r  pledges. One o r  
w a i t  q u i t e  awhile  t o  do i t ,  b u t  we had some q u i t e  Large 
of d o l l a r s  and then down t o  t h e  amall ones. During t h e  
whole d r ive ,  John and I d i d  a l l  t h e  pub l i c  r e l a t i o n s  f o r  
e spec i a l ly .  

Then I was e l e c t e d  p re s iden t  of t h e  group i n  1932, of the worn+, and j u s t  had 
f i n i shed  up about the time t h a t  I was to  go t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r q .  I had a l r eady  
agreed t o  be  p re s iden t  of t h e  women of t h e  diocese of Chicago, Episcopal 
diocese,  and t o  be  h o s t e s s  f o r  women at: t h e  World's F a i r ,  f o r  t h e  Episcopal 
e x h i b i t .  And t h e  women he ld  me t o  t h a t  job. So T had a very complicated l i f e .  

SESSION 8, TAPE 10, SIDE 1 

A: Where d i d  we f i n i s h  o f f ?  

Q: W e l l ,  l e t ' s  see .  W e  had gone through a number of yea r s  up t o  t h e  counci l  
t i m e  p r e t t y  much i n  q u i t e  a b i t  of hurry.  And I was w o n d e r h e - f o r  example, 
you s t a r t e d  out  with the  League of Women Voters on a canvass,  ,I bel ieve .  They 
asked you t o  canvass a block? 1 
A: Yes. 

Q: Y e s .  And I was wondering--what type  of canvass was t h a t ?  Was t h a t  f o r  an 
e l e c t i o n ?  

A: That is  something that I consider  as q u i t e  important.  It 
s e e  t h a t  everyone was r e g i s t e r e d  i n  o rde r  t o  b e  a b l e  t o  vote .  
having q u i t e  a number of new r e s i d e n t s  come i n  and the idea w2.s 
wanted t o  b u i l d  up t h e  vot ing  s t r e n g t h  of Winnetka. Winnetka, 
p r i o r  t o  t h e  time I voted t h e r e  and about t h e  t i m e  I moved 
poor percentage of v o t e r s  go t o  t h e  p o l l s  and vote .  I can 
f o r  judges, and important judgeships they were, i n  which only 
people i n  New T r i e r  township, which was Winnetka, W i l m e t t e ,  
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Glencoe, voted, which we felt was disgraceful. And then, on a county election, 
we might have, oh, thirty percent of the people voting. So a number of people 
were disturbed including the League of Women Voters but also a group of 
Republicans--Winnetka was strongly Republican--who were concerned about the 
poor participation of people in their government. More of. the people coming 
in were in the younger age bracket and had studied political science in 
college, a lot of the women had also studied in college. So this canvass 
was to try to get everybody in the town registered so they could vote. 

I was given one square block, that would be four sides, you see, all of which 
was built up with fifty-foot lots, where we lived. My job was to find out 
what their names were and whether they were registered. I didn't: go into the 
political party business because the league was very careful those days. As 
I think of it now, wfth the way people behave in the country, the civil 
liberties groups would say that anyone inquiring into any of their habits was 
prying. I think it came with the McCarthyism and in federal activities like 
that. 

Within a couple of days, I made a complete canvass and it was quite interest- 
ing. People had seen me walking around because I did take walks. Didn't 
know who I was. I had a little chance to get acquainted with my neighbors. 

I Q: Did you have any problems with anyone? 

A: No, no problems at all. Everyone cooperated. And then I turned in my 
report and it was quite close to an election for officers in the League, so 
I was asked to be recording secretary. 

I Q: You didn't belong to the league before this canvass? 

I A: No. No, I joined. (laughs) 

I Q: So you joined and then becqme, immediately, recording secretary. 

I A: Yes. 

I Q: What did you do as recording secretary? 

A: Well, I took the minutes at the meetings. I had been secretary of an 
organization once out in Kansas. It wasn't anything too important but I had 
looked up parlimentary law to see what went into the minutes and I tried to 
make my minutes conform. I didn't write up every detail, about whether we 
had ice cream and cake and pudding or what we had, like a lot of people write 
up their club meetings. (laughs) I served in that job for, well, I guess it 
must have been two years because all the officers were elected for two years. 

Then I was asked to be vice-president. We had a very brilliant, I mean 
brilliant in the right sense of the word, president at that time, Mrs. Walter 
Benson. She was a woman, I suppose in her early thirties, who was just full 
of life and she really was an inspiration to people. She wanted me to succeed 
her, I had learned by that time, when her term was up because she couldn't run 



again, the Bensons were going to move away. So I sort of had 
although I hadn't been invited, that I was to become the prel 

And we held meetings. We started, before I was president, UI 
having monthly meetings with speakers on government. Northw~ 
at that time had some excellent professors in political sclei 
interested in what we were doing and they would come up and 
different aspects of government. Then there were women who I 

in some of the federal affairs that were going on, having to 
women and children, and so we had programs on that. 

Before a primary and a regular election, we would hold campa 
usually at night, when the men who were running for office-- 
except Mrs. Ickes who was in our legislature, whose place I I 

We would have them come and speak, both parties. We would 1 
because some of them were very wordy. We would try to condu~ 
that everybody had the same time. We would have timekeepers 
ring notifying them how many minutes they had left. That sy: 
going on in the League sf Women Voters, quite actively. 

A number of the men in Winnetka belonged to the Isaac Walton 
really the only social club for men in Winnetka at that time 
Rotary there yet. They didn't have Lions which they now haw 
businessmen, many of them lawyers, bankers and so forth, a101 
people, belonged to the Isaac Walton League. They had a clul 
country where they could go and camp. They took up the matt1 
records of New Trier township. These towns worked together 
the high school was New Trier township high school, you see. 
made an offer that they would give a prize to the town, with 
that got out the largest percentage of votes. I think it wa; 
election. I had become president by the time that really go 
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They offered a very lovely flag to be given to New Trier high school, In the 
end, for the town getting out the largest percentage of votes* Of course, 
Glencoe and Kenilworth were very small so it was to be percentage-wise for 
each one. We worked like beavers in the League of Women Votebs, and every 
group with which I was identified, to get people out to vote. We had people 
at the polls, that was the first time they had ever done thatl, keeping track 
of the people as they voted. Usually the political party was keeping track 
of who voted. Winnetka was so strongly Republican at that tipe that--and the 
precinct organization had gone into effect legally there--thap I had to help 
two precincts find some Democrat that would serve as a precin~t captain. 

Q : Well I 

A: There were so few of them. You see, this was before Frankkin D. Roosevelt. 
The complexion changed considerably, the types of voters. 

In my home, I had started keeping ,a record of the names of all the citizens as 
a result of that canvass that I a others had made. I was s cretary and I 
knew we were going to need to hav the names of people, so weladcled new names 



when people came. And the  recording s e c r e t a r y  kept  t r a c k  of those. 

So, we kept  c l o s e  t r a c k  of t he  vo t ing  and i t  went up a b i t  and we, Winnetka, 
won the  f i r s t  year .  Winnetka won t h e  second year ,  won t h e  t h i r d  year .  And 
we got  t h e  vot ing  up a s  I r e c a l l  somewhere around seventy-five percent .  It's 
gone back now. Sometimes i t ' s  j u s t  a s  poor a s  i t  used t o  be. 

Q: Was t h e r e  a Republican committee s t r u c t u r e  he re  i n  t he  New T r i e r  township? 

A: Well, t h e r e  was. A t  one time, when I f i r s t  went t he re ,  t h e  Republican 
pa r ty  was s o  s t rong  no one paid much a t t e n t i o n  t o  doing anything a s  a 
Republican, i t  was j u s t  taken f o r  granted everybody w a s  going t o  vo te  
Republican. And the  Democrats were s o  weak, they took i t  f o r  granted.  Well 
then,  Harold Ickes,  who l i v e d  i n  Winnetka, and h i s  w i fe  was i n  t he  l e g i s l a t u r e  
a t  t h a t  t ime-- let ' s  see ,  she  was e l e c t e d  in--she had t h r e e  terms, s i x  yea r s ,  
and I was e l e c t e d  i n  1934, s o  s h e  was e l e c t e d  i n  1928, 1930, and 1932 f o r  t h e  
House. M r .  Ickes had become what they c a l l e d  a Bu l l  Mooser, which was a t h i r d  
par ty  t h a t  had sprung up. They were Republicans who were i n  i t ,  very decided- 
l y .  They were the  Theodore Roosevelt type  of Republicans--and then more 
l i b e r a l  ones followed Johnson of Ca l i fo rn i a ,  Senator  Johnson--and became B u l l  
Moosers . 
M r .  Ickes c a l l e d  a meeting, q u i t e  some time before  an e l e c t i o n ,  a t  our  commun- 
i t y  house one Sunday--I w a s  i n v i t e d  t o  be  t h e r e  because I was i d e n t i f i e d  with 
t h e  league,  no t  t he  Republican party--because t h e r e  w a s  no real organiza t ion .  
And i t  was decided t h a t  w e  would t r y  t o  g e t  b e t t e r  p rec inc t  cap ta ins  because 
w e  were completely con t ro l l ed  by t h e  county p o l i t i c i a n s .  And some of them 
were what we c a l l e d  t y p i c a l  p o l i t i c i a n s ,  i n t e r e s t e d  more i n  patronage than 
anything e l s e .  This meeting was aimed p r imar i ly  at g e t t i n g  p r e c i n c t s  i n  
Winnetka manned by t h e  proper people t h a t  would watch t h e  p o l l s  and make s u r e  
you would have good judges and c l e r k s  t h a t  were honest .  That ' s  when I went ou t  
and helped g e t  two Democrats and g e t  people t o  s e rve ,  because they were s o  
scarce .  I th ink ,  i n  t h e  p rec inc t  i n  which I l i v e d ,  t h e r e  was something l i k e  
fou r  Democrats. 

Q: Oh, is t h a t  r i g h t .  I n  t h e  whole p rec inc t .  

A: That 's  r i g h t .  That w a s  my s t a r t  r e a l l y  i n  working i n  p o l i t i c s .  

Then, a few yea r s  l a t e r ,  a man i n  Winnetka, who was a t to rney  f o r  t h e  Northern 
Trus t  Bank, h i s  name w a s  Car l  Ze iss ,  decided t o  run f o r  Congress from our  
d i s t r i c t ,  because t h e r e  w a s  a l o t  of f u r o r  over  congressmen. We had never had 
one up our  way a t  a l l .  So about t h a t  t i m e  t h e  Woman's Republican Club was 
being formed by women who had belonged t o  a very l a r g e  c lub  i n  Evanston. They 
had formed t h i s  Republican Woman's Club and they were working f o r  Carl Zeiss .  
I wanted t o  work f o r  him b u t  t h e  league had q u i t e  a s t r i c t  r u l i n g ,  much more 
s t r i c t  than i t  is now, t h a t  no member of t h e  league could r e a l l y  work i n  a 
p o l i t i c a l  pa r ty .  Now i t ' s  t h e  o f f i c e r s  who can ' t  work i n  a p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  
because i t  got  s o  t h e  t h e  b e s t  women i n  t h e  community couldn ' t  work i n  
e l e c t i o n s ,  whether they were Democrats o r  Republicans, and t h a t  w a s  t h e  t i m e  
i t  was fun t o  work, i n  an e l e c t i o n ,  you s e e .  



So, I was given no money t o  spend. Why, no one ever  thought f g e t t i n g  a b i g  
sum of money r a i s e d  t h e  way they do now. J u s t  enough t o  take c a r e  of postage 
and th ings  l i k e  t h a t .  Everything e l s e  w a s  vo lunteer .  I was iven  charge of 
organizing t h e  whole s t a t e  f o r  him, because I th ink  he  w a s  r n ing  a t - la rge ,  
a s  I r e c a l l  now, because he  had downstate. I guess t h e  po in t  where the  d is -  
t r i c t s  were too l a r g e ,  then they  used t o  s e t  up congressmen a - l a rge  and he 
was one of those.  There was I wi th  t h e  whole s t a t e  of  I l l i n o  s t o  cover. A l l  
we could do w a s  j u s t  ga ther  up names and names and names and end a pos tcard  
o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  i 
Q: How d i d  you get t h e  names? 

A: W e l l ,  from people of Winnetka. We had j u s t  gene ra l ly  s p r e  d t h e  word, 
"Do you know anybody i n  downstate I l l i n o i s ? "  You would be s u  p r i s e d  how many 
came from downstate I l l i n o i s .  t 
Q: You d i d n ' t  t r a v e l  downstate, then? I 
A: No, we d i d n ' t  have money enough t o  t r a v e l .  

Q: I see. ~ ' m  a l i t t l e  confused here .  Now, you were i n  t h i s  Woman's 
Republican Club t h a t  was formed. Did you s t i l l  hold o f f i c e  i t h e  League of 
Women Voters a t  t h a t  t ime? 

i 
A: I was only a member of t h e  Woman's Republican Club. i 

Q: A t  t h a t  time. And t h i s  would have been about what year? 1 
A: Well . . . I would say  about 1928. 

I 

Q: How d id  t h e  campaign go f o r  M r .  Ze iss?  

A: It went poorly,  because t h e  r egu la r  organiza t ion  people ha# a candidate .  
This was l i k e  an Independent running. It was a good experience f o r  everybody, 
they found ou t  a l o t  about government. 

Q: So he d i d n ' t  win t h e  e l e c t i o n ,  t hen?  

A: No. I remember one i n c i d e n t  i n  connection wi th  t h i s  Leagup of Women 
Voters,  when I was p re s iden t ,  a t  a campaign meeting. It w a s  $efore  t h e  
primary which was i n  Apr i l .  We were having a campaign meeting, wi th  candida tes  
i n v i t e d .  We usua l ly  t r i e d  t o  have a speaker  on some important i s sues ,  un le s s  
they were too p a r t i s a n .  We t r i e d  t o  do some educat ing i n  govprnment. Our 
newspaper, t h e  Tribune, was, of course,  s o  s t rong ly  Republica . That was t h e  
main paper read i n  those  days. The ~ e a r z  papers  weren't  a s  t rongly  
Republican. The Daily News w a s  a Republican paper,  b u t  d i d  n I t have t h e  
c i r c u l a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  Tribune had. People had t o  count on thoke papers rwre f o r  
information,  un less  they came t o  candida te ' s  meeting. Well, be r e a l l y  had 
p r e t t y  good crowds a t  our  candidates"  meetings. ! 

It was when Mrs. Ickes was running. I th ink  t h a t  must have b en about 1930 f 



because she had been i n  o f f i c e .  The meeting was t o  be  i n  t he  community house 
and D r .  Hat f ie ld ,  who was a p o l i t i c a l  s c i e n t i s t  a t  Northwestern, was t o  be our 
speaker.  He was a very popular speaker.  We were paying him f i f t y  d o l l a r s  
f o r  t h a t  speech, which was q u i t e  a l i t t l e  sum f o r  us on our  dollar-a-year dues. 
He had had so  many demands, he f i n a l l y  had t o  put  a p r i c e  on i t .  

So M r s .  Ickes c a l l e d  me and s a i d  she was warning me, she  had j u s t  come i n  from 
campaigning out  i n  t h e  west p a r t  of t h e  district and t h e  storm was  g e t t i n g  
worse every minute. She had brought over one man t o  her  house t o  have d inner ,  
one candidate .  She thought I would want t o  know we were going t o  be up aga ins t  
i t .  It was the  worst n igh t  I have ever  seen by t h e  time we got  t o  t h e  meeting. 
And I th ink  we had an at tendance of about e igh t .  

Q: Eight.  

A: Couple of candidates .  And I remember I had my c a r ,  I had dr iven  over 
th inking  I could d r ive .  And I drove D r .  Ha t f i e ld  over  t o  t h e  r a i l r o a d  s t a t i o n ,  
Northwestern, he had cone up on Northwestern. I handed him h i s  check and he 
s a i d ,  "I wouldn't th ink  of tak ing  a check. You've su f f e red  more than anybody 
e l s e  and I want t o  s u f f e r  with you. ( l augh te r )  

Q: Well! So you were snowed out  then,  too.  Something l i k e  l a s t  win ter ,  I 
guess.  

A: Yes, j u s t  about.  

Q:  Well. What were some of t he  lessons  you learned  i n  your support  of Carl 
Zeiss  ? 

A: Well, we learned  q u i t e  a b i t  about t h e  i s s u e s  of t he  day and I ' m  a f r a i d  
I ' m  no t  j u s t  a b l e  t o  p i n  them down. In t h i s  country,  they were beginning t o  
t a l k  more about wel fare ,  we were s t i l l  i n  t h e  Depression, of course.  You 
r e a l i z e  t h a t  yesterday was the  anniversary  of t he  1929 "crash." I remember 
t h a t  day. 

I don't  r e c a l l  r e a l l y  what t h e  i s s u e s  were. Some of it was honesty i n  govern- 
ment, o f f i c i a l s  t h a t  were e l e c t e d  who weren ' t  t h e r e  j u s t  f o r  patronage. That 
was a s t rong  t a l k i n g  po in t  a l l  t he  way through those  years  because many of t he  
people who were holding office--we had had governors who had gone bad and we 
have had sena to r s  who had been involved i n  scandals .  We were t r y i n g  t o  ge t  
b e t t e r  q u a l i t y  of people i n  our  government. 

Q: Did you meet anyone downstate a t  t h a t  time t h a t  you worked wi th  l a t e r  o r  
knew l a t e r ?  

A: Not t h a t  I r e c a l l .  

Q:  Did you work i n  Chicago i t s e l f  during t h a t  campaign? 






































































































































































































































































