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Robert Uteg reviewed the transcript.
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Robert Utey, Springfield, Illinois, June 7, 1988.
Melissa Hopp, Interviewer.

Q: Bob,Ineedforymtostateforthehistorymeregmcurmntly
live?
Al I currently live at 69 Brighton Road in Springfield.)
Q: And your birth date?

A: My birthdate is November 7, 1930.

Q: And you were born where?

A: In Dundee, Illinois, up in Kane County.

Q: The first Rotary question would be, what is your , |
classification? ' !

A: My clasgification is investments, the area of inwv .
Q: Is there anythig unusual about your classification?

A: Not at all, not at all. j

Q: When did you join the Rotary Club?

A: I joined in, I believe, it was in Jarmary of 1971.

Q: How did you join?

At Okay. My sponsor was Bill Harris. Bill Harris was a retired
Western Union employee, who at the time for A. E. Edwarde, was our
wire operator on Western Union equipment.

Q: DidymbelmgtoarwctherRotaxyclubsbeforethism?

A: No. I had been active when living in St. Louis with Jaycees. But
I have been living here for twenty years. Prior to that I lived in
St. Iouis for ten years. :

Q: So,hwlomgafteryoumvedheredidymbecmnean*nberof
Rotary?

A: About three years.
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Q: Do you remember the first meeting, that first imeetingyuu
went to?

A: I think that Paul Dobie was chairman, that was the ident that
brought me into Rotary with my little bocklet with all information
ard so forth.

Q: Did they have an orientation process or do you that?

A: Shortly after I became a member I was involved in orientation
program, and that might have been a month or two after, there
might have been six of us present that were Rotarians. |I think there
were a mmber involved. I think Don Blackburn was one t helped in
that Rotary orientation progam.

Q: Where was the Springfield club meeting when you £ joined?

A: They were meetmg at the old st. Nick, secord floor, the
mezzanine, the big round tables all seating eight. }

Q: And that was a dinner meeting?

i :
A: Dinner meeting, yes. Just like we have now. Six o'clock. '
Q: How was the atmosphere different than it is today? l

A: The food was served, and generally it was good food., It was a
bigger rocm that was more appropriate and lent us bet to aur
meeting than our present location, although I think the food is very
good at Maldaners. I wish we had a room half again the gize of what
we have,

Q: Why did you join Rotary?

A: Really to get to know more pecple, to be involved inja service
organization, having been a Jaycee I know what a service) organization
was. I really enjoyed the Jaycees in St. ILouis, which was big, maybe
a four-hundred-menber club, and I think Rotary was a very appropriate
one for me to join here.

Q: Bob, whydldymjoinRotaxyinsteadoftheJayceesin
Springfiel

A: Because I was at an age where I would have been beyowd the age bf
being a Jaycee. So, I knew from the list from Bill Harris some of the
members who were in Rotary. I knew quite a few of them, but that wes
the reason.

Q: Which members did you know before you joined? l

|

A: Well, same have been clients of mine. I knew Bill ini, I
knew Paul Doby, I think I knew John Haworth, I knew Bill [Martin. Some
of these I knew through my wife's association with the ephone
company, and they were telelphone employees. ©Oh, I didnit know a lot,

|
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but I may have known ten or fifteen of the one hundred and fifty
menbers or so.

Q: How big was the club when you joined?
A: It was about one hundred and fifty.
Q: Same as it is now.

A: Just about, yes. |

Q: What was the perscnality and the atmosphere of the ‘ubwhenyou
joined?

A: T would say it would be not far different from toda
had good singing; we had Werndell Kemnedy. He was playi
and he was very good. larry was our song leader. I
goverrment people on programs. For awhile there were ps too many
programs on from the service organizations, such as Blug Cross Blue
Shield, and United Way, and Salvation Army, Goodwill, pretty soon
I think it became a rule that we'll have that but maybe every
year, maybe every third year or so. They like to give group their
pitch always, and you know, they do an interesting , but

can be a little too often. So, I think we have cquite a |few of

at that time. Our comissicners were always very good, maybe come|in
ance every year or once every other year, summing up whak their avenue
of endeavor was for the city. They did a good job. :

Q: What else was different about the club besides the ;fogmms?

A: Well, we did not have a major money-raiser. We have our

little fines if someone's name was in the paper, and used to cost
a quarter or a dollar, or something, I forget which. If a person was
to be in the news, perhaps the previous week, they would ammounce what
the news item was, and that person would pay a little f for having
been in the public eye. We did not have a single major program whare
our one hundred and fifty people worked to raise money fpr a specific
project. Since then we have had the roses and it was alyays a good

money-maker. Rit we had the smoke detector and it wag first one,
and that was in about 1975 or 1976, Well, I think, we made $1,500 and
maybe sold, I don't know whether it was four or five hunfired or more.
It made pecple aware of the importance of having a smoke|detector in
the home. I know that many in our club even helped pecple put them

in, they were a simple thing to put in but some couldn't|do it, so we
helped them. But it was a momey maker and we gave the ire profit
of that program to the kwrn unit at Memorial Hospital.
ocne of the earlier programs. But we did make money and
it in that case to just one oxganization. I happened tolbe chairman
of that particularly committee. EJQ Gross was the major

%:za y?mat other activities did the club do during that t
t )

of years in
helping with the Boy Scout in painting buildings at|the camp. On
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a nuber of Saturdays, we'd be out there with green paint and try

to--I think one of the buildings was called the Rotary #uilding, and
we have since given a number of dollars to the organization just for
that structure, too. We would help with Goodwill, with [the ringing of
the bells. I think a lot of good was done by the organization. I

think we became a stronger organization once we had somgthing stronger
to work with, such as the citrus drive where it was a mgjor drive and
people got to know each other better.

Q: When did citrus start?
A: When did I first start with Rotary?
Q: No, with citrus?

A: With citrus. About ten years ago. I think this is jour tenth
anniversary. So that would be like in, perhaps in 1978 jfor 1979.

Q: What was it like in the begimning of citrus?

A: In the beginning? I think it was a big thing to havg a thousand
cases delivered, We have picked up the cases, I beli the first,

year at the fair grounds. We had delivery by the big there|at
the fair grounds, and I remember it was cold as the di .
delivery point for citrus was at Dawson's Furniture. s was

Wallie Iynch, who was president at the time, of Dawson'sg, and he
became ocur president. He was the person that succeeded as
president. He was president in 1979, and then we were qut a few years
at Dawson's to pick up the citrus. j

Q¢ Now, I have heard a little about the Harlem Globetrdgtters. Do you
remember that? :

|
A: That would have been even prior to the smoke program.

That may have been over a three-year period. It was 197 to 1977, /in
that area. Yes, we made dollars on that, too, not like big dollars
compared to what citrus has made, but it was a good program. Again,
it was one that we realized you can't do it every year, maybe there
isn't the demand for pecple to see it yearly, but maybe once every
three years we would have the demand. That was at the Aymory, and I
don't remember how many dollars we made. It may have been more like a
thousand to two thousand as opposed to the thirty or forty thousand
that we are making today. ‘ :

Q: What were the projects that you became involved withp

A: I was probably on the Program Committee at least four or five
times. I was involved with the smoke detector program, I was irnvolved
as comumnity relations chairman, helping on many other cemmittees,
too. Serving Christmas dinners, programs for the dinners, or
arranging memus or location and so forth.

Q: Why did you choose those projects?
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Al SanetjmesbecauseIwasaskedto,othertinesbecauéeIirﬂicabed
a preference for certain things. I had enjoyed working jon the Program
Committee and said I would be happy to do it again.
Q: Good. I know you were an officer. (laughs)

A: Yes. I was. !

Q: What offices didyou . . .

A: T became a vice president in 1976 or 1977. I
really in November, about mid-November of 1977 when Bob
was an officer with Illinois Bell, was transferred to Chicago. So, I
would not have been really prasident until the followi
picked up his term of office from mid-November and carr:
until July 1. So, we did elect a new president-elect moved people
up one, so I really served about seven ard a half
Wally Lynch was the one who succeeded me, and then Jay
Wally Iynch. He became the next president.

Q: So, you were vice president from July to November, d’dthen
presidentfrcmNovembertoJUne

A: That is right. That is ricght.
Q: Did you hold other offices?

A: Like commmnity relations director maybe the previ year. It was
comunity relations that I had.

Q: What were your responsibilities in those offices? !

A: Well, the hardest was being president. Now at the tfime I became
presiderrt in November of 1977, I was really vice presidept and program
chairman for the entire year. So, in a way I had already .
lined up between November and June, and I really assumed most
ofthatmyselfatthetmelwaspresident Bemgﬂme};resmerrtisa
busy job. And it was a mighty busy year for me.

Q: How much time did you spend on that? I imagine a lok.

A: It's the phone calls. It is the cooperation and the phone calls
and getting pecple on camittees. I don't know exactly the time, hut
it1sa1ct.oftimemthepkmxefmntheofficamﬂalptoftirmat
hame.

Q: What have you enjoyed the most about the club?
A: The fellowship with the great group of pecple who I enjoyed
working with, being with, and that is why I really enjoy|coming to the
meetings. Generally, my attendance has been pretty good

Q: What would you say are the one or two most signifi events
while you have been in Rotary?
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A: T think probably it was wvhen I was president and Payl Findley, our
representative, brought to the United States an
China. It was the first group that was brought to this|country from
China. We had a reception for them and a special , and a

receiving line with Mr. Findley and the entire group.
couples, they were very charming people, they could
they were intelligent, they appreciated being there,
the first time the door was opening to China. This
1977 when this happened. |

Q: (inaudible) I'll bet that was exciting.

A: Well, in January of 1978, I believe it was. It was jat the Hilton
and we had probably an attendance in the area of two people.
We had a good crowd. We were covered on that by the New York Times.
It gave us coverage on that meeting with the Chinese

Q¢ Well, that was exciting. Did you talk with the visitors?

A: OCh, yes. I was really emcee of the program as pres

at the time, and then we introduced them. Mr. Findley about
the program and introduced the Chinese people. I think had a:
1ittlescmethirq'bosaytooﬂorafewmimtes. But it really
about our relations with China, and Mr. Findley was the [instigator
Q: Well, tell me all about the arrangements for that. imagine
those were pretty extensive.
|

A: Not really, you know., All the wives were invited, it was just
plarning the dimmer and knowing they were coming and ing up a
receiving line for them. It was as we have now. There probably

tmepmbam,arﬂrightaspeoplewamcmﬁngintheyvpntthrwgha
receiving line and met them. And then maybe they had a firink and all
of a sudden we had our meeting. It was a regular meet with singing
and the pledge of allegiance just as we would have at a Y,
but then just with Paul Findley handling his part of program. I
introduced Mr. Findley. He imtroduced the guests from .

Q: Well, how mach lead time did you have to find out they were

A: I don't recall exactly, maybe a month. I think Mr. Findley was

aware that our group was a good organization to handle like
this. By the size of our organization, we would give a good
audience, and we could get press coverage. So, I think may have
approached us and said, "Would you consider having a p with me

with a group of Chinese pecple?" So, we didn't solicit him. I think
he came to us.

Q: Okay. Well, what other big events do you remeber?

A: Oh, I remember I was involved in one of the district|conventions
that was held here. I enjoyed attending a district confi , or

convention, district conference for aur district in w. It was a
training program situation andl it was the year before I became
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president. It was very helpful to me. John Haworth aryanged that,
and he arranged that about five of us who were going tojbe i

officers or had key jobs, were all part of the i
the Quincy group. We really had to brush up first to able to be
like a little group leader. That was a very good
enjoyed working on the citrus program almost every yeary I have sold
at least fifty cases. I started off by giving pecple amixed case,
ard I think most of my cases today are still half and

Q: (laughs)

A: So, I get to go through and mix all the cases. Id&liverevery
one of mine, as opposed to having people pick them up. I started that
way and I will always do it that way, I guess, because is a
precedent.

Q: Sure, I understand. How is the club different now
when you joined or how did it progress?

A: In many ways I see the club stronger primarily beca
fundraising drives where pecple work hard. When they dd, they get to
know more pecple better by being on more committees.
pecple imvolved in committees with the club. Therefore,
know people better, so I think it i=s a more united
don't see too much difference. I don't see that much di

the age. I am really very pleased that we have the gald that are now
members of the club. I think it will be to strengthen

Q: Gogd Who in the club, mmmm,mmmWMum
on yous:

A: I have to really think. A lot of them have. I woulfl 1list . . .
Q: Well, for instance, tell me the top five.

A: Okay. I would say Jay Heim gave an awful lot to
strengthening the administrative ability and organizati
following the national or international format. He was
international discipline, the way the club did things. will be
remembered for that. O. B. O'Brien will be one that

and he was the one that informed me that I had been sel as
president-elect. So, O. B. has been a friend and a clieht, and a
fellow Rotarian. I respected very hichly John Haworth, only far

what he has done for cur club but for what he has done fpr the
district. I have admired Henry Barber very much for hisiage and for
his attendance, and for his good club participation. Ed Gross has
been close to me in Rotary and we worked on a rumber of ¢ommittees
together. But there'll be many others.

Q: Tell me what was it like when O. B. told you that 1 were named
president-elect.

A: I think T said, "0. B., I don't know if I can give it the time to
accept it because my job is so much on the phone, and I on the
phone so much that people can't get through to me always then I erd
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up with a bunch of call backs." There are call backs and they
are like making two more calls. He said, "You know, won't have
any trouble, you'll have a lot of support," which I did{ I was very
honored to be selected.

Q: Maybe we kind of answered this cuestion, but let me kind of mold
it together with the question I just asked you. Who the most
influence on you in your development in Rotary, and who you think
had the most influence on ocur local club? |

A: Oh, our local club. I have no question that Bob has been
strong as president as well as what he has done in the district., Mel
ILarsen has been so continuously involved with the tional

program and the placement of students in the interviewirng year after
year after year. Mel has bean very strong. There is ng question that
the group in the citrus who are devoted year after year [for this.
Bill Montague and Augie Winowski and Warren Iarue and sq forth. It is
just like a dedicated group. They continue to do a good job every
year. ILarry Cadwell is a big asset with all of his slides, and he
does a very good jcb. I am so glad we have Norm Mueller., I think we
have two excellent ones for our musical part of the .

Q: Doywmxmnberaxuybodyalseafterlookirxyatthel"

A: Well, I missed Bob Schwyhardt, who was close. Bob i
in Colorado or Wyoming. Tom Kushak was a very, very
not only in bringing the rose program, but he was a v
president. He served on the foundation board with me f
years. The foundation board is one where the president
previous five presidents, so a person would serve for fi

Q: Yes.

A: T had it for seven years because two people left. Whllie Iynch
left and Jay Heim left, which etill kept me on the f tion board.
So, I had that for seven years and it is not only fun tojearn the
moneyfortheorganizations,hrttodetermmehwitis ing to be
given. I think it has been basically our foundation or policy to give
most locally, primarily to needy as opposed to educationiand arts.
think we have included some in education in the last few years for
scholarships, but it is not so much the support of SCADA or the ‘
symphony and so forth, even though one yvear we did fund for the

for school children to be more familiar with the symphony.
It has been more and more inclined in year after year to the Goodwill,
the .Ealvation Army, the Washington Mission, really provi for needy
pecple.

Q: Yes. Tell me about those needs with the Rotary f tion?

A: In most cases, one of the biggest helps was Don Bla , who
served as kird of the secretary to the Foundation Board.| He received
requests from any organization who applied for funds, and he would -
always have a summary for us of what they were asking foy, and a
sumary of what we had given to all organizations the iocus year.
So by the time we as a board came in, we had a complete of all
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requests. We would go through and say, "Iet's all come up with maybe
an idea of how the thirty thousand should be spent and gee how we are
each off."” We would talk about it and say, "Well, let's
year, let's try to meet the full goal of what Goodwill
do, ard they are asking for three thousand dollars." And maybe let's
give them $3,000 this year but maybe the next year, they are going to
ask for $8,000 as part of the cost of a new truck. And jwe might say,
"Well, we are going to give you $2,500 toward the cost df a new truck
for that year." But some years we will try to meet if
they asked for and other years we would have to apply if

be for us too much money to spend for any one organiza So, we
have had some criticism that we try to become somewha a United Way
within our group. Yet, we have made some groups de onus in a

way for that amount year after year. They loock for ocur P, but we
have never come through to say we are giving all $30,00q to a new camp
for such and such. It was a good experience. I really lenjoyed
working on the Fourdation Board. I have missed the last] few years not
working with those young pecple who have applied . . . 2
saying is, I miss with the foundation and the interviewij
yourg high school pecple. The seniors would be applying for Rotary
funds for a scholarship. Our scholarships were never biky ones.
weren't intended to be. It was to help perhaps by $250 fto $500 a
young lady to go to mursing school, or to help with Lindoln Iand
College, or a local college, but it might help, we used to say, to
cover your books, or for books arnd transportation, but $500 could be a
boost to them.

Q: So, when you were with Rotary foundation, not only did you

interview high schoolers for echolarships, but did you allso interview
the local organizations, in giving them the money or did
written . . .

A: No. Tt was dealt through individual recomendations} ILet's say

by the comseling program of one of the high schools, anfl they might
serd us two names., They were not always the straight A gtudents. They
could have been just a good student with needs and the cpunselor knew
they could use same help with their education. I think tried to

deal with all three local schools. We have since given
responsibility, have given them the money and they sele
might need help that they feel need it.

Q: What influence do you think the Rotary Club, the lo
Club, has had on Springfield?

A: Well, I think we are a group of citizen leaders. I the
cammmity can't help but notice what we have given. I ti we are
more aware now, the community is more aware now that we } given as

much as we do through the funds we distribute each year.| But I think
as with a religion, you witness for that which you belieye in. I

think if you show yourself to be a good Christian person| or a good
Jewish person, or a good member and a part of the organigation, you
will do things and the commmnity will see that you are dging a good
job and we are proud of you.
















