


~ick arrd Marie Weidell, 16, 1957, Madiscnwille. 

John Khoepfle, Interviewer. 

r n t w a s t h e n a n r e , t h s ~ ~ f t h e d a m ?  Wasthat fcrurp  1thmght 
it was f a x ,  it might have well been 1- four. There w#s a t  me t he  
a very e&abliahed beach belar them, Jefferson Beach. 

Q: where was it? 

A: Belm lock four, a& is a b u t  twenty miles ups- on the 
-a, fram Pittsburgh, That m, I pess in i- m y ,  quite 
a gay place, little dance place them. Was also a roll= rink therce. 
T h j s w a s a s a n d b e a c h a r d t h e y h a d t o W m t h e & a l t h e t h  
becauseofthewasherway. z w w t h e d a m a 3 w u t f c r u r  
abwe the beach rather, MIS the dam which was a lock. 
b i g c h e a k w a l l ~ c h ~ ~ a b o u t a ~ ~ ~ t  
thedam. W e u B e d t O s w i m u p ~ a l l t h t i t t l e .  Yaucqrldwalk 
acmesthetopofthedam, y a a m i l d a l w y s w a l k a c r ~ s s ~ t h s r i v e r  
wasnnrmenl. Ihewatergo~erverthekpof t h e d a m d d b e a b o u t  
five or six inmes deep. If y m  planbd yarr feet firmly, yw could 
w a l k a ~ t o t h e m n c m t e ~ o n i n t h e m i d d l e .  Weusedto 
emqkhfloods. When~wasaflo&yaucouldn1twdl)racrc*3sit ,  
be-, a s s o c r n a s i t g o t h e e ~ i t ~ ~ ~ d k n o c k y a ~ r i g ~ t  
aver. N a b o d y w r r u l d ~ ~ a n i t ~ b e c a u s 8 t h e ~ t s r b e l O w  
t h e d a m w a s h p r e t t y ~ s p a t e 2 t l l t h e t h .  Thetrimweusadto 
dowisaeyeartrr~ewentupthere, itwasspringandthewaterwas 
m n h q  aver, real b m ,  dirty and a lot of debris in it, as usual in 
afloodinhighwater. W e v m t d u w n b a l a w t h e ~ w a L ~ o f t h e d a n ,  
damstmmandgotaloqlimb.  W e s t u c k i t o u t a ~ e r t h q w a t e r b t  
eighteenindyriartbmfeetahmthewater. lhenwewa~Idg~back 
up, rightbelawthedarnwherethe jettystuckmt, retainedthedam, 
mncmtes'lxmb~hthewz~ten:. Guessinrwrmaltirnes$t&dbe 
abart b m  feet -ter. Ward dive in or j w  in. Weplways j m p d  
i n b e c a - m a l ~ f ~ ~ w e r g a t ~ i m o f t h e f o o t .  
(dnxckle~i) m u s e o f  thed&risinthswaterandthm~wecamre 
out of the water, the wall wuuld just whistle by 
whFsh, v h h h  right by you. Ycu would just  be 
speed. Then weld mich dam and grab ahold 
sticking art, a big gturdy thing. Then we 
h m d i n t o t h e s h o r e ~ u s e i f w e d i d n l t ,  
cheek walls, they d l y  piled up great 
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M: [Marie -11 John, if ym ever get to Elizahtkq, the people 
who live qxtmam are peclple who run the bak~ry--called Ulrich, eud 
w e r y ~ t h e w a t e r c m n e u p t h i s w a s t h e p l a ~ ~ - - ~ t h & r b a k s r y w a s  
always flaoded. This h a w  every year that thek  was 
floaled. In the 1936 flood they were just, they just hq3 ta leave, 

jugt couldn't shy, met of the time t h q  mJved wirs but 
~ y e a r ~ c l e a n e d i t u p a n d # m c l e a n e d u p . U l e b @ c e r y .  
~ s h q w h i & t h e y h a d r i g h t ~ w a s a v e r y ~ l ~ .  T h i s  
w n u l d ~ l y b e . U h e ~ l e t o s e s b e c a ~ ~ M i y ] n r ; a r t h e r i m .  
T h e y d d t e l l y a u t h e e v e r y s t a g e a n d  thatwashappening 
* h w ~ w s a n ~ .   every? 





A: WehadaurcrwnbeacA, c r u r a w n ~ t o t h i s b e & ' t ~ a s r i g h t a r a z n d  
the up in a gteel mills. The bend was just behind yw see 
~ w t 3 s w a a n f r # m , w h e r r e w e ~ f m n y a u s e s ,  forql l tbsse . 
maraudhqp&ieswas j u s t a r o l l n d t h e r i ~ ~ ~ f m n t h s  
was ampletely isolated beach. --- 
elderbmybuslles. E. 
wasatwm- 
kind. If*ledidn'tmttowalkmyup&;,thiecne 



Q: That was blue mud? 

A: Thsbluerrmd. 1 t w a s r e a l l y b l ~ r m d .  Wewentmthsre- 
t h a r d w e ~ i t m ~ ~ e 6 t o f o r m ~ i n n n i n g ~ m j u g t  
b l u e a C l l l l l J e l v e s ~ a u r ~ a ~ l ~ a r d w a l k e d s o r t * c u t n e a r t h e  
beach to spread it arcrund, ncrt too close. There are m 1 y  blue mud 

aut w, it's really strikirqly blue, dark nary blue. This 
i s h t w e d i d ,  t h i s f s t o b e w i d ~ &  T h e n ~ w a s s q r t o f a h a l f  
opmlzhq in ths 1930's a I& of mines up h the area, n$hs  that had 
beendadforyam, a p e n e d y p f m ~ l e ~ w a n t a d  
~ , ~ ~ p m v i d e t k L e m r s e l f w i ~ f u d d .  
c a o p a r a , t i v e ~ i n . t h e ~ ~ .  Theraines 
b y t h e r e g i O P z a l ~ ~ ~ c O a l a p e r a t 0 ~ .  m e 1  
wmld, in the vicinity of the mine! go h and start d i w  it yh. 
There was a t m m n h ~ ~  old mine, m.th a gsleat huge slag klump upriver, 
it was dead, ard they stmhd crpera- in the 1930's a@ had one of 
the old mrrm gaqe t m d c  go- into it and a mule pul&jng the coal 
at. We'd go on a u r m r a w  partyls including qoirrg up to the mine, 
~ ~ t o t h e M ~ a n d ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ c h m y c r u l d t a k e b a &  
outorhangm~branchagain. Onoelmminmrbasi9cl*,we 
~ d ~ t h e m l e s h n e s a c r r w s a n d s e t u p c r u y . ~ p i ~  
b a x s s a n d u a e t h e r r m l ~ .  ThisIswhatwedid. InWerwasvery 
good at pitdlhq horsehoes or rmxl-. (pause) 

M: Well abmt tm bl-. 

the railmad track. 

M: Yes, we the railroad tracks which warn% a I& thoragh, 
i t w a s . .  . ? 
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D i c k  a Wh 'JhmMdl 6 

A: lhat was a high arve wasn't it? 

A: Tham was all 



Dick and Marie Weddell 

M: Thatle vhxe ycxx lived, Starved Gut, wasn't it? 

A: N o I . .  . 
M: Becaue I was mly in grade school. Did you evar hsrr abut this? 

M: Buthehadashabat. ~ w h e n h e h a d p e o p l e v i n m t h e  
radio and then his w;innsrS, is mt they had, hstqd of sto&&g 

Q: Plat m e  in Jeff-? 

M: P h s t  Elizabeth, yes. 

A: Y c x l l a # r w . U l s r e w a r s a r n e ~ I ~ d r r w n ~ t  


















