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Mae Tuttle was born May 31, 1906 in Springfield, Illinois. She traces
her family to the Portuguese people who came from the Madqira Islands to

settle in Springfield in 1849.

Her father ran a cleaning and pressing

shop, where she worked as a girl.

Mrs. Tuttle completed the eighth grade

and then went to Foley Business College with many future Springfield
businessmen. She was very active in Pleasant Hill School activities when

her children went there,

During World War II she made bandages, sold war

bonds, and served om a ration board. For decades she and her husban@
Everett Tuttle were active in Republican politics. They helped in many
political campaigns. Mrs. Tuttle helped her husband run for school !
board, township supervisor, and several other local officas. For some
thirty years she and Mr. Tuttle ran a tailor shop. Over the course of
thelr lives, they collected a room full of history on the Portuguese
people of Springfield, a basement full of political memorabilia, and some
three thousand elephants. Theirs was truly an "Unbelievahle Home." Mae
and Everett Tuttle had four children, twenty-three grandchildren, and at
the time of these interviews, twenty-five great grandchildren. In additionm,
they cared for dozens of foster children over the years, many of whom

still keep in contact with her.

Mae Tuttle has a vivid memory of the people and events which have shaped
Springfield in this century. She has been compiling scrapbooks on various
aspects of the city all her life. She is frequently consylted for
information.

Gary Strohm grew up in Clark County in east central Illinéis. He attended
Eastern Illinois University and Sangamon State University, where he
received a B.A. in Economics. He is currently working on .an M.A. in
History at Sangamon State. He has worked in state governgent for eight
years and has been active in many political campaigns. ‘

Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that it is a
transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, marrator and
editor sought to preserve the informal, conversational style that is
inherent in such historical sources. Sangamon State Univarsity is net
responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor far views
expressed therein; these are for the reader to judge.

The manuscript may be read, quoted and cited freely. It may not be
reproduced in whole or in part by any means, electronic ox mechanical
without permission in writing from the Oral History Officeq, Sangamon
State University, Springfield, Illinois, 62708. |
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Mae Tuttle, October 19, 1985, Springfield, Illinois.

Gary Strohm, Interviewer.

Q: Mrs. Tuttle, when you were growing up here in Springfield where did
you live?

A: I was born in a double house. They call them apartmengs now, but
when I was born, we called them double houses. It was on the southeast
corner of Thirteenth and Phillips~-when I was born May 31, 1906,

Q: What was your house like?

A: Well, of course, I don't remember. I was born! (laughter) It was
just a double house. They had two front doors and two back doors.
[Through] the wall in between we could hear the people on the other side
talking and everything. We lived on one side and they lived on the other
side. My mom and dad had just got married a year before apd that was
their first home., My mother worked at the Illinois Watch factory before
I was born and my father run Whitmore Cleaners and Dyers. ' Then we moved
from there to downtown in the 200 block on North Fifth Strpet

Q: You moved your residence? I mean, you moved from your house .
A: My dad moved his shop and we lived in the back room of the shop.
Q: There at the 200 block?

A: The 200 block on North Fifth Street. I went to Trainipg School omn
North Sixth Street. The Training-McClernand Scheol it was later called.
But when I went, it was the Training School. We had a play yard and
everything. I had to cross the railroad track and walk clear out prqtty
near to North Grand Avenue when I was little over six years old. I Had
to walk there and walk back—--no buses. (laughter)

Q: How old were you when you went to the Training-McClernand School
A: 8ix years old.

Q: Was that just a grade school?

A: It was just a grade school, yes. It went to the fourth grade inithe
Training School. On the back of the lot there was another} school. They
named it McClernand School. McClermand School went to the| eighth grade.

Q: How many years did you go there?
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A: That's a funny question, because I went there many, many times. I

only went to the eighth grade in school, but I attended every school in

the city of Springfield. 1I'll explain that as 1 go along. I really ionly
went to the eighth grade in school. I went a half a year to high school.
That was the old Central High School down on Lewis Street. The old, old
one. It's now where you pay your taxes. That's where I went to high
school. I graduated out on the lawn of the old Central ngh School--before
they built the new building.

Q: But you only went half a year to high school?

A: Yes, but I went to Foley's Business College for a half a year and
took business. Kate Foley ran Foley's Business College. Bhe was an old
maid woman, and she was really precise. You had to do everything just
so., The school was located in the 100 block of Noxrth Sixth Street up
over Hogan's Saloon, now Scooby's Saloon.

Q: You said the 100 block of North Sixth. So that was jupt a block from
your dad's business?

A: Just across the street from where I lived at the time | went to the
business school. When I went tp Foley's Business College, a lot of those
people got to be Springfield businessmen. We learned shorthand and
typing. She didn't have any regular textbooks and didn't give us any
grades, We just learmed to use our head. I learned more fn the six
months up there than I learned in the whole eight years in, the other
schools. But really, we had to have reading and writing and arithmetic.
That's what we learned up there.

Q: So that was right after you finished up with grade schpol?
A: When I graduated from the eighth grade.

Q: And then you went to the business school?

A:  Yes.

Q: And it was six months?

A: Yes, .
|

Q: What did you do then? f

A: I worked in my dad's shop. I worked there all my life, I worked in

his shop when I wasn't big enough to reach the counter., I had to walk

around the end to look up to see who was standing there to; wait on tHem.

When we moved to North Sixth Street, we moved to 121 1/2 Nerth Sixth

Street. That's across the street from what is now the Congey Island down

in the middle of the block. It's now the Illinois National Bank parKing

lot. !

j
Chatterton's Opera House was on the corner, across the strpet from wiere
I lived——on the corner of Sixth and Jefferson. It was on the southedst
corner. A lot of historians get that wrong, but that's whpre it was
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at-~on the southeast corner of Sixth and Jefferson. I'm p¢gsitive becfuse
1 played on the stage many, many, many times at Chatterton:s Opera House.
It was right across the street from where we lived,

When Chatterton's was going, it was real people on the stage. When
they'd come on the train, they didn't bring all their crowj. They would
bring the main actors. They were real movie actors. They would perform,
but if they needed a group to be on the stage, or children on the stage,
they'd call my mother up and say, '"Clean the kids up and sdend them over."
We'd get to go over, and we'd get to be on the stage at Chatterton's
Opera House. Many, many times we were in the group picturgs. We really
didn't have too much to say, except one time I said, "Here comes a horse!
Here comes a horse!" My mother used to get so angry, becayse I practiced
"Here comes a horse!" so many times. So I was in Chatterton's Opera
House many, many, many times.

Q: Mrs. Tuttle, is that the same as the Orpheum?

A: Oh, no. The Orpheum was on Fifth Street. This was on, the corner of
Sixth and Jefferson.

Q: Where was the Orpheum?

A: On Fifth Street between Washington and Jefferson on theq east side,
just a block over,

Q: Springfield had two live theaters at that time?

A: Oh, we had more than that. We had the Gaity. The Gai‘y was on
Monroe Street. I can't remember. I'm trying to remember the name of
them players . . . Now see, if you'd let me look, I got iy wrote down
somewhere They was live players that played on Monroe Styeet. That
wasn't named the Gaity . . . I can't remember. Between Fifth and Sixth
on the north side of the street was a theater and that's where we.
Gifford Players! That's where we had honest-to-goodness players there
every week.

Q: Different shows?
A: Diiferent shows every week, We had real players there,
Q: The Chatterton one that you were at . . .

A: That was the first one. That was back when I was a kid, back in the

L
late 1800s and the early 1900s. I was born in 1906. I was just a k1§

when I used to play on that stage a lot. We lived at 121. My dad's
was downstairs and we lived upstairs in what we called flats. Now,
course, they call them apartments. We lived in the flat upstairs ove
121 Worth Sixth Street.

hop

Q: How big of a family did you have? How many brothers agd sisters?
nly

A: There were six of us. But when we lived in that flat, {there was
three of us., My brother Wilbur and my sister Harriett was jborn there
when we lived there.
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In the back of this 121 North Sixth Street there was an a iey that ié
still the alley down behind the Illinois National Bank. at one-way
alley? Well, that was an alley, but it was dirt road. Fa#ing that alley
we had a large brick barn with a hayloft im it. I had whijte leghorn
chickens in the hayloft in that barn and three Shetland ponies downstairs
on the main floor of the barn.

My pony's name was Dolly. She was blind. She had been rigden at Children's
Day out at the Illinois State Fair. She got overheated. They gave her a
drink, and it made her blind. So my dad bought her, and she didn't go on
with the fair., We had another pony named Daisy. She was mp little larger
pony. Then we had a male pony. His name was Prince. We had those three
ponies in that barn behind what is now Roberts Brothers Stpre--facing the

alley.

I had my white leghorn chickens up on what you would call g balcony. It
was built out at the top of the barn. These leghorn chickgns were prize-
winning chickens. They had a little runway up there, but hot much. When
they'd lay their eggs, they'd go into a box. When they'd go into the
box, the box would shut. And they couldn't get out. They?’d have to lay
their egg. They would cackle, cackle, cackle. I'd run and let them out,
take the number off of their leg, and put it on the egg. Bo that George
Coons, who really owned the chickens, would know which chigken was laying
what egg. The eggs were shown at the Illinois State Fair for prize-winning
chickens, - So I am used to lugging them white leghorn chickens., And they
were raised right downtown in Springfield, Illinois, right|behind what's
Roberts Brothers Store now, Illinois National Bank parking| lot now.
That's where those chickens were raised. |

i

Q: Mrs. Tuttle, were the ponies your family's?

A: Yes, they belonged to my dad. He used them to deliver clothes. He
had a buggy with fringe all around the top of it and fixed all up and he
had a big sign on the side of it--Whitmore Cleaners. At night when we
would close up the shop, us kids would take the people's clothes and
deliver them,

Many a time I used to deliver Vredenburgh's clothes to 1119 South Sixth
Street. That is where the insurance company office is now=-1119 South
Sixth Street. 1I'd deliver clothes to Vredenburgh's pretty nearly every
night. We'd deliver clothes to other places.

After we'd get through delivering clothes, we'd bring the ponies back| and
unhitch them, That was our play time. We'd take the ponies over to the
courthouse yard. 1 always had an old tin bucket setting at the pump fin
the courthouse yard. 1'd leave that [bucket] over in the ¢ourthouse
every night for my ponies to drink out of and let them eat the grass pn
the courthouse yard.

While we would be there, Meredith Rhule--he lived upstairs.over, not

Hogan's Saloon, but the next along there, He lived upstaigs there on
North Sixth Street. He and his sister Teresa and another §ister--~I can't
remember. She died when she was a girl. Anyhow, Meredith jRhule, whe£ we
would be playing in the courthouse yard and letting the pogies eat an
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drink, would say, "Some day I'm going to have an office im this building."
That was in the courthouse yard. And bless his heart. He did get to be
the sheriff, and he did have his office in that building. Every time
when I go by there I think about how Meredith used to say, "Some day I'm
going to have an office in there." And he had an office in there.

Q: He said that when he was a kid?

A: When he was a kid. Yes, when we was going to the Training-McClernand
School. He went to the Trainimg-McClernand School. So did all the

Jewish people in town. The Kaisermans all went to the Training-McClernand
School. Harry Kaiserman used to carry my books back and forth to school

a lot of times.

Q: Was he your boyfriend?

A; Oh, well, I was real sweet on him. I don't think he knew it, but I
did. Joe Sheehan ran the Sheehan tire place at Seventh and Jeffersonm.
Then when he retired, he built that place where they have auto races out
by K-Mart on Clear Lake Avenue. What do they call that? ;Auto races?
Joe Sheehan run that for years and years.

Q: He was in your class in school?

A: He was in my class in school, and he was a regular lititle devil.
When the teacher'd go out, Joe Sheehan'd go to the back amd he'd always
take the cord that held the old-time shades. It had a cond hanging down
with a ring on it, you know, that'd pull the shade up and down. He'd
take that cord and roll it around his neck and try to makd us kids think
that he was getting hanged. (laughter)

Q: And make everybody laugh?

A: Make everybody laugh. The girls would all holler, "Oh Joe, don't get
hurt. Don't get hurt." That was at McClernand School on North Sixth
Street.

Q: At that time in the country there were a lot of one-room school
houses . . .

A: That was in town. That was a town school. The reason why I went to
so many different schools was that in the wintertime, we would live
downtown. But as soon as it'd get spring, my dad'd get spring fever and
move out to the edge of town.

We lived out on Eastdale in the middle of the block, of the 100 block,
right across the street from Bergen Park. We lived in that middle house.
My grandma and grandpa Whitmore lived in the cormer house tight on the
corner of Clear Lake and Eastdale. It was a great big double house
there. It's a used auto lot place now., That's where my grandma and
grandpa lived. We lived in the middle of the block. 1In tke wintertime,
the reason we did that, is because the road was mud all aleng Clear Lake
Avenue on the way out to Decatur. That was all mud from the blacksmith
shop. That was all mud in front of Adam's Orchard and Budls Store. Down

|








































































































































































































































































































































