


Preface  

This  manuscript is t h e  product of tape-recorded interviewd conducted/by 
Gary Strohm f o r  t h e  Oral His tory  Of f i ce  i n  t h e  f a l l  of 1985. Gary 
t r ansc r ibed  t h e  t apes  and e d i t e d  t h e  t r a n s c r i p t .  Mrs. TuCtle reviewed 
t h e  t r a n s c r i p t .  

Mae T u t t l e  w a s  born May 31, 1906 i n  S p r i n g f i e l d ,  I l l i n o i s .  She t r a c e s  
he r  family t o  t h e  Portuguese people who came from t h e  Madeira I s l a n d s  t o  
s e t t l e  i n  Sp r ing f i e ld  i n  1849. Her f a t h e r  ran  a c leaning  and press ing  
shop, where she  worked as a g i r l .  M r s .  T u t t l e  completed Ohe e i g h t h  grade 
and then went t o  Foley Business College wi th  many f u t u r e  Sp r ing f i e ld  
businessmen. She was very  a c t i v e  i n  P leasant  H i l l  School a c t i v i t i e s  when 
h e r  c h i l d r e n  went t he re .  During World War 11 she  made bandages, so ld  war 
bonds, and served on a r a t i o n  board. For decades she  and h e r  husbanq 
Eve re t t  T u t t l e  were a c t i v e  i n  Republican p o l i t i c s .  They Qelped i n  d n y  
p o l i t i c a l  campaigns. Mrs. T u t t l e  helped h e r  husband run $or school  ' 
board, township superv isor ,  and s e v e r a l  o t h e r  l o c a l  o f f i c e s .  For some 
t h i r t y  years  she  and M r .  T u t t l e  ran  a t a i l o r  shop. Over qhe course  of 
t h e i r  l i v e s ,  they c o l l e c t e d  a room f u l l  of h i s t o r y  on t h e  ,Portuguese 
people of Sp r ing f i e ld ,  a basement f u l l  of p o l i t i c a l  memor b i l i a ,  and some 
t h r e e  thousand e lephants .  Thei rs  was t r u l y  an  "Unbelieva 4 l e  Home." Mae 
and Eve re t t  T u t t l e  had four  ch i ld ren ,  twenty-three grandchi ldren,  and a t  
t h e  time of t hese  in te rv iews ,  twenty-five g r e a t  grandchi ldren.  In add i t ion ,  
they cared f o r  dozens of f o s t e r  c h i l d r e n  over t h e  yea r s ,  qany of whom 
s t i l l  keep i n  con tac t  wi th  he r .  

Mae T u t t l e  has  a v i v i d  memory of t h e  people and events  which have shaped 
Spr ing f i e ld  i n  t h i s  century.  She has  been compiling scraqbooks on var ious  
a s p e c t s  of t h e  c i t y  a l l  h e r  l i f e .  She is f r equen t ly  consql ted f o r  
information.  

Gary Strohm grew up i n  Clark  County i n  e a s t  c e n t r a l  1 l l i n & s .  H e  a t tended  
Eas te rn  I l l i n o i s  Univers i ty  and Sangamon S t a t e  u n i v e r s i t y  4 where he 
received a B.A. i n  Economics. He i s  c u r r e n t l y  working on an  M.A. i n  
His tory  a t  Sangamon S t a t e .  H e  has  worked i n  s t a t e  governqent f o r  e i g h t  
yea r s  and has  been a c t i v e  i n  many p o l i t i c a l  campaigns. 

Readers of t h e  o r a l  h i s t o r y  memoir should bear  i n  mind t h q t  i t  is a 
t r a n s c r i p t  of t h e  spoken word, and t h a t  t h e  in t e rv i ewer ,  n a r r a t o r  an 
e d i t o r  sought t o  preserve  t h e  informal ,  conve r sa t iona l  s t y l e  t h a t  i s  
inherent  i n  such h i s t o r i c a l  sources.  Sangamon S t a t e  Univers i ty  i s  n 
r e spons ib l e  f o r  t h e  f a c t u a l  accuracy of t h e  memoir, nor  f q r  views 
expressed the re in ;  t h e s e  a r e  f o r  t he  reader  t o  judge. 

The manuscript may be read,  quoted and c i t e d  f r e e l y .  It s a y  no t  be 
reproduced i n  whole o r  i n  p a r t  by any means, e l e c t r o n i c  ox mechanica 
without permission i n  wr i t i ng  from t h e  Ora l  His tory  Off icq ,  Sangamon 
S t a t e  Univers i ty ,  Sp r ing f i e ld ,  I l l i n o i s ,  62708. 
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Mae T u t t l e ,  October 1 9 ,  1985, Spr ing f i e ld ,  111-inois. 

Gary Strohm, In te rv iewer .  

Q: Mrs. T u t t l e ,  when you were growing up he re  i n  Springfip1.d where d id  
you l i v e ?  

A: I was born i n  a doubLe house. They c a l l  them apartmenps now, but  
when I w a s  born, we c a l l e d  them double houses. It was on Fhe sou theas t  
c o m e r  of Th i r t een th  and Phillips--when I was born May 31 , ,1906.  

Q: What was your house Like? 

A: Well, of course,  I d o n ' t  remember. I was born! (laughter) It was 
j u s t  a double house. They had two f r o n t  doors and two back doors .  
[Through] the  wall i n  between we could hear  t he  people on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  
t a l k i n g  and everything.  We l i v e d  on one s i d e  and they l i ved  on t h e  o t h e r  
s i d e .  My mom and dad had j u s t  got  married a year  before  apd t h a t  was 
t h e i r  f i r s t  home. My mother worked at t h e  I l l i n o i s  Watch Factory  before  
I w a s  born and my f a t h e r  run  Whitmore Cleaners and Dyers. Then we moved 
from t h e r e  t o  downtown i n  t h e  200 block on North F i f t h  S t r p e t .  

Q: You moved your res idence?  T mean, you moved from youm house . . . 
A: My dad moved h i s  shop and we l i ved  i n  the  back room of t he  shop. 

Q: There a t  t h e  200 block? 

A: The 200 block on North Fifth S t r e e t ,  I went t o  Training School on 
North S ix th  S t r e e t .  The Training-McClernand School i t  was l a t e r  c a l l e d .  
But when I went, it was t he   raini in^ School. We had a p lay  yard and 
everything.  I had t o  cross t he  r a i l r o a d  t r a c k  and walk c l e a r  ou t  p r  t t y  
near t o  North Grand Avenue when 1 was l i t t l e  over s i x  y e a m  o ld .  I lad 
t o  walk there and walk back--no buses. ( laughter )  

Q:  How o ld  were you when you went t o  the Training-McClerwnd ~choolj 

A: Six years  o ld .  
1 

Q: Was t h a t  just a grade school? 

A :  It was j u s t  a grade school ,  yes .  It went t o  t he  grade  i n  i the 
Tra in ing  School. On t h e  back of t h e  t o t  t h e r e  was school .  They 
named i t  McClernand School. McClernand School went e i g h t h  grade. 

Q: How many years  d id  you go t h e r e ?  



Mae T u t t l e  

A: Tha t ' s  a funny ques t ion ,  because I went t h e r e  many, many t imes. ,I 
only went t o  t h e  e i g h t h  grade  i n  school ,  bu t  I a t tended  every s c h o o l ' i n  
the  c i t y  of Sp r ing f i e ld .  I ' l l  exp la in  t h a t  as I go along.  I r e a l l y  ,only 
went t o  t h e  e i g h t h  grade i n  school.  I went a ha l f  a year  t o  high  school .  
That was the  o ld  Cen t r a l  High School down on Lewis S t r e e t .  The o l d ,  o ld  
one. It's now where you pay your taxes. Tha t ' s  where I went t o  h igh  
school .  I graduated out  on the  lawn of the  o ld  Cent ra l  Hibh School--before 
they b u i l t  t h e  new bu i ld ing .  f 

Q: But you only went half a year  t o  high school? 

A: Yes, bur I went t o  Foley ' s  Business College f o r  a ha l f  a year  and 
took business .  Kate Foley ran  Foley ' s  Business College. She w a s  an old 
maid woman, and she  was r e a l l y  p rec i se .  You had t o  do everything j u g t  
so. The school was loca t ed  i n  t h e  100 block of North S ix th  S t r e e t  up 
over Hogan's Saloon, a m  Scooby's Saloon. 

Q: You s a i d  t h e  100 b lock  of North S ix th .  So t h a t  was jug t  a block from 
your dad 's  bus iness?  

A: J u s t  ac ros s  the  s t r e e t  from where I l ived  a t  t he  time r went t o  t he  
business  school.  When I went tp Foley 's  Business C o l l e g e , , a  l o t  of those  
people got  t o  be S p r i n g f i e l d  businessmen. We learned shorFhand and 
typing. She d i d n ' t  have any r egu la r  textbooks and d i d n ' t  g ive  us  any 
grades.  We j u s t  l earned  t o  u se  our head. I learned more pa t h e  s i x  
months up t h e r e  t han  I learned  i n  t h e  whole e i g h t  years  in/ t h e  o t h e r  
schools .  But r e a l l y ,  we had t o  have reading and wr i t i ng  apd a r i t h m e t i c .  
That 's  what we learned up the re .  

Q: So t h a t  was r i g h t  a f t e r  you f in i shed  up with grade sch  o l ?  I 
A: When I graduated from t h e  e igh th  grade. 

Q: And then you went t o  t h e  bus iness  school? 

A: Yes. 

Q:  And i t  was s i x  months? 

A: Yes. 

Q: What did you do then? I 

A: I worked in  my dad ' s  shop. I worked the re  a l l  my l i f e p  I worked i n  
h i s  shop when I wasn't  b i g  enough t o  reach t h e  counter .  I, had t o  wallk 
around the  end t o  look up t o  s e e  who was s tanding  the re  t o f w a i t  on t 
When we moved t o  North S ix th  S t r e e t ,  we moved t o  121 112 Nbrth S i x t h  
S t r e e t .  That ' s  a c r o s s  t h e  s t r e e t  from what i s  now the Coney I s l a n d  
i n  t he  middle of t h e  block. I t ' s  now t h e  I l l i n o i s  NationaL Bank pa r  
lot. 

c h a t t e r t o n ' s  Opera House was on the  corner ,  ac ros s  the str e t  from w 
I lived--on t h e  co rne r  of Sixth and Jef fe rson .  It w a s  on he southe  
corner .  A l o t  of h i s t o r i a n s  g e t  t h a t  wrong, bu t  t h a t ' s  wh re it  was i 

e r e  
st 
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I 
at--on t h e  southeas t  co rne r  of S ix th  and J e f f e r s o n .  I'm p s i t i v e  becpuse 
I played on t h e  s t a g e  many, many, many t imes a t  Chat te r ton  s Opera House. 
It w a s  r i g h t  a c r o s s  the  s t r e e t  from where we l i ved .  

0 
When Chat tes ton ' s  was going, i t  w a s  r e a l  people on the  sta e .  When 
they 'd come on the  t r a i n ,  they d i d n ' t  b r ing  a l l  t h e i r  crow 1 . They would 
br ing  t h e  main a c t o r s .  They were r e a l  movie a c t o r s .  Theywould perform, 
but  i f  they needed a group t o  be on the  s t a g e ,  o r  c h i l d r e n  on the  s t age ,  
they'd ca l l  my mother up and say, "Clean t h e  k i d s  up and send them over." 
We'd g e t  t o  go over,  and we'd g e t  t o  be on the  s t a g e  a t  Cha t t e r ton ' s  
Opera House. Many, many t i m e s  we  were i n  t h e  group p i c tu ra s .  We r e a l l y  
d i d n ' t  have too  much t o  s ay ,  except  one time I s a i d ,  "Here comes a  horse!  
Here comes a  horse!'' My mother used t o  g e t  s o  angry, because I p rac t i ced  
"Here comes a horse!" s o  many times. So I was i n  Cha t t e r tqn ' s  Opera 
House many, many, many times. 

Q: M r s .  T u t t l e ,  i s  t h a t  t h e  same as t h e  Orpheum? 

A: Oh, no. The Orpheum was on F i f t h  S t r e e t .  This was o n , t h e  corner  of 
S ix th  and Je f f e r son .  

Q: Where was t h e  Orpheum? 

A: On F i f t h  S t r e e t  between Washington and J e f f e r s o n  on thq e a s t  s i d e ,  
j u s t  a  block over. 

Q: Sp r ing f i e ld  had two l i v e  t h e a t e r s  a t  t h a t  time? 

A: Oh, we had more than t h a t .  We had t h e  Gaity.  The Gaity was on 
Monroe S t r e e t .  I c a n ' t  remember. I'm t r y i n g  t o  remember the name of 
them players  . . . Now see, i f  you'd let  me look, I got il wrote down 
somewhere They was l i v e  p layers  t h a t  played on Monroe S t f e e t .  That 
wasn't  named t h e  Gai ty , . . 1 c a n ' t  remember. Between F j f t h  and S ix th  
on the  no r th  s i d e  of the s t r e e t  was a t h e a t e r  and t h a t ' s  where we.  . . . 
Gifford Players!  Tha t ' s  where we had honest-to-goodness players t h e r e  
every week. 

Q: D i f f e ren t  shows? 

A: D i f f e ren t  shows every week. We had real ,  p l aye r s  there .  

Q: The Chatrer ton one t h a t  you were a t  . . . 
A: That was the  f i r s t  one. That was back when I was a kid, back i n  
l a t e  1800s and t h e  e a r l y  1900s. I was born i n  1906. I w a s  j u s t  a ki 
when I uaed t o  play on t h a t  s t a g e  a l o t .  We l i v e d  a t  121.  My dad ' s  
was downstairs  and we lived upstairs i n  what we c a l l e d  flats. Now, c 
course,  they c a l l  them apartments.  We l i v e d  i n  t he  f l a t  u p s t a i r s  ove 
121 North S ix th  S t r e e t .  

Q: How b ig  of a family d id  you have? How many b ro the r s  a  d  s i s t e r s ?  =I 
A: There were six of us. But when we l i ved  i n  t h a t  f l a t ,  
t h r e e  of us .  My b ro the r  Wilbur and my s i s t e r  Harriett was 
when we l i ved  t h e r e .  

there was 
born there 
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I 

I n  t h e  back of t h i s  121 North S ix th  S t r e e t  t h e r e  was an a l e y  t h a t  ig 
s t i l l  t h e  a l l e y  down behind t h e  I l l i n o i s  Nat iona l  Bank. & a t  one-wa9 
a l l e y ?  Well,  t h a t  was a n  a l l e y ,  but  i t  was d i r t  road. F*ing t h a t  a l l e y  
we had a l a r g e  b r i c k  ba rn  with a h a y l o f t  i n  i t .  I had whipe leghorn 
chickena i n  t h e  h a y l o f t  i n  t h a t  barn and t h r e e  Shet land p w i e s  downsqairs 
on t h e  main f l o o r  of t h e  barn. 

My pony's name w a s  Dolly,  She was b l ind .  She had been r q d e n  a t  Chi ldren ' s  
Day out  a t  t h e  I l l i n o i s  S t a t e  F a i r .  She go t  overheated. They gave he r  a 
d r ink ,  and it made h e r  b l i n d .  So my dad bought he r ,  and she d i d n ' t  go on 
wi th  t h e  fair. We had ano the r  pony named Daisy. She was @ l i t t l e  l a r g e r  
pony. Then we had a male pony. His name w a s  Pr ince .  We bad those  t h r e e  
ponies  i n  that barn behind what i s  now Roberts Brothers  Stpre--facing the  
a l l e y .  

I had my white  leghorn chickens up on what you would c a l l  balcony. It 
was b u i l t  o u t  a t  t h e  top of t he  barn. These leghorn chicJns were p r i z e -  
winning chickens.  They had a l i t t l e  runway up t h e r e ,  but ho t  much. When 
they'd l a y  t h e i r  e g g s ,  they 'd  go i n t o  a box. When they'd 
box, t h e  box would shut .  And they couldn ' t  g e t  ou t .  They 
t h e i r  egg. They would cack le ,  cackle ,  cackle. I ' d  run an4 l e t  them ou t ,  
take the  number of f  of t h e i r  l eg ,  and put i t  on the  egg. t h a t  George 
Coons, who r e a l l y  owned t h e  chickens,  would know which c h i  was lay ing  
what egg. The eggs were shown at t he  I l l i n o i s  S t a t e  F a i r  prize-winning 
chickens. So I am used t o  lugging them white leghorn c h i c  
were r a i s e d  r i g h t  downtown i n  Sp r ing f i e ld ,  I l l i n o i s ,  r i g h t  
Roberts Brothers  S to re  now, I l l i n o i s  Nat ional  Bank parking 
That ' s  where those  chickens were r a i s ed .  

Q: Mrs. T u t t l e ,  were t h e  ponies  your fami ly ' s?  I 

A: Yes, they belonged t o  my dad. H e  used them t o  d e l i v e r  c lo thes .  He 
had a buggy with f r i n g e  a11 around the  top of i t  and f ixed  a l l  up and he  
had a b i g  s i g n  on the  side of it--Whitmore Cleaners.  A t  n tgh t  when w 
would c l o s e  up t h e  shop, us  kids would take the  people ' s  c l o t h e s  and 
d e l i v e r  them. 

Many a t i m e  I used t o  d e l i v e r  Vredenburgh's c l o t h e s  t o  1119 South Sixth 
S t r e e t .  That i s  where t h e  insurance company o f f i c e  is  now-1119 Soul 
S ix th  S t r e e t .  I'd d e l i v e r  c l o t h e s  t o  Vredenburgh's p r e t t y  nea r ly  evt 
n igh t .  We' d d e l i v e r  c l o t h e s  t o  o t h e r  places.  

Af te r  we'd g e t  through d e l i v e r i n g  c lo thes ,  we'd br ing  the  ponies bacI 
unhi tch  them. That was our play time. We'd take the  ponias over t o  
courthouse yard. I always had an o l d  t i n  bucket s e t t i n g  a t  t he  pump 
the  courthouse yard. I ' d  leave t h a t  [bucket]  over i n  t h e    our tho use 
every n igh t  f o r  my ponies  t o  d r i n k  out  of and l e t  them e a t  t he  g r a s s  
the  courthouse yard.  

While we would be the re ,  Meredith Rhule--he lived u p s t a i r s , o v e r ,  no t  
Hogan's Saloon, bu t  t h e  next along there .  H e  l i ved  u p s t a i  s t h e r e  or 
North S ix th  S t r e e t .  H e  and h i s  sister Teresa and another  i s t e r - I  c 
remember. She d ied  when she was a g i r l .  Anyhow, Meredith Rhule, whe 
would be playing i n  t h e  courthouse yard and l e t t i n g  t h e  po i e s  e a t  an i 
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dr ink,  would say, "Some day I ' m  going t o  have an o f f i c e  i p  t h i s  building." 
That was i n  t h e  courthouse yard. And b less  h i s  hea r t .  He d i d  ge t  to be 
the  s h e r i f f ,  and he d id  have h i s  o f f i c e  i n  t h a t  building.  Every time 
when 1 go by t h e r e  I th ink about haw b r e d i t h  used t o  say, "Some day I'm 
going t o  have an o f f i c e  i n  there." And he had an o f f i c e  In there .  

Q: H e  said t h a t  when he was a k id?  

A: When he was a kid.  Yes, when we was going t o  the  Training-McClernand 
School. He  went t o  t h e  Training-McClernand School. So d id  a l l  t he  
Jewish people i n  town. The Kaisermans a l l  went t o  the  Training-McClernand 
School. Harry Kaiserman used t o  carry my books back and f o r t h  t o  school 
a l o t  of t i m e s .  

Q: Was he your boyfriend? 

A: Oh, w e l l ,  I was r e a l  sweet on him. I don ' t  th ink  he hew it, but I 
did.  Joe Sheehan ran the  Sheehan t ire place a t  Seventh aqd Jef ferson.  
Then when he r e t i r e d ,  he b u i l t  t h a t  p lace  where they have lau to  races  out  
by K - M a r t  on Clear  Lake Avenue. What do they c a l l  t h a t ?  ,Auto races? 
Joe  Sheehan run t h a t  f o r  years and years.  

Q: H e  was i n  your c l a s s  i n  school? 

A: He was i n  my c l a s s  i n  school,  and he was a regular  l i g t l e  d e v i l .  
When the  teacher 'd go ou t ,  Joe Sheehan'd go t o  the  back a* he'd always 
take the  cord t h a t  held the  old-time shades. It had a c o y  hanging down 
with a r i n g  on i t ,  you know, t ha t ' d  p u l l  the  shade up and porn. He'd 
take t h a t  cord and r o l l  i t  around h i s  neck and t r y  t o  make/ us k ids  th ink 
t h a t  he was g e t t i n g  hanged. ( laughter)  

Q: And make everybody laugh? 

A:  Make everybody laugh. The g i r l s  would a l l  h o l l e r ,  "Oh Joe, don' t  ge t  
hur t .  Don't ge t  hurt." That was a t  McCternand School on North Sixth 
S t r e e t .  

Q: A t  t h a t  t i m e  i n  t h e  country the re  were a l o t  of one-room school 
houses . . . 
A: That was in town. That was a town school. The reason why I went t o  
so many d i f f e r e n t  schools was t h a t  i n  the  wintertime, we would l i v e  
downtown. But a s  soon a s  i t ' d  get  spr ing ,  my dad'd ge t  spr ing  fever and 
move out  t o  the  edge of town. 

We l ived out  on Eastdale i n  the  middle of the  block, of the  100 block, 
r i g h t  across  the  street from Bergen Park. We l ived in  thaF middle hcuse. 
My grandma and grandpa Whitmore l ived  i n  the  corner house t i g h t  on the 
corner of Clear  Lake and Eastdale.  It was a grea t  b i g  double house 
there .  It 's a used auto  l o t  place now. That 's  where my grandma and 
grandpa l ived.  W e  l ived  i n  the  middle of the block. I n  t$e wintertime, 
the  reason we did t h a t ,  is because the  road was mud a l l  a 1  ng Clear  Lake 
Avenue on the  way out t o  Decatur. That was a l l  mud from t e blacksmith 
shop. That was a l l  mud i n  f r o n t  of Adam's Orchard and Bud s Store.  Down i 


























































































































































































































