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PREFACE

This manuscript is the product of tape-recorded interviews with retired buginessman
William Anson Turner, and conducted by Eugenia Eberle for the archives of the
University of Illinois at Springfield.

William Anson Turner was born in 1919. He graduated from the Universiy of Illinois
before entering the Navy where he became a Lieutenant Commander between 1941 and
1943 in WWII. He was a reconnaissance pilot in the Kingfisher Squadron, a Pontoon
Aircraft for the Battleship Texas. After his duties in the Navy, he returned to work in the
Sales Department for Boothe and Little Plumbing, Inc. After his retirement, he pioneered
the recreation of “Bridge” in the Springfield Community.

Mr. Turner married the former Mary Helmstetter, a childhood sweetheart; also of
Petersburg, in Norfolk, Virginia at the Naval Air Station Chapel by Chaplgin of the
Texas, LeGrande Moody, on September 27, 1942. She was an English teacher and
teacher for the gified for many years in Springfield before her retirement. Mary is also
active in the community.

Eugenia Eberle was raised in Haverford, Pennsylvania, where she earned an athletic
scholarship to the Women’s College of the University of Virginia. Her interest in
journalism led her to write for the Arab News and to gather Folk and Fairy Tales for
translation into English while living in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, for six years with her
husband, now Professor of Orthopaedic Surgery with the SIU School of Medicine. She
has been active in a broad range of civic activities both in San Francisco and
Albuquerque. Mother of four gown children, her civic interests and involvement in
Museum Studies subsequently led her toward an interest in Oral History at UIS where she
returned to further her education toward a masters degree in Public History.

Readers of this oral history memoir should bear in mind that it is a transcript of the
spoken word and that the interviewer, narrator, and editor sought to preserve the informal
conversation style that is inherent in such historical sources. The University of Illinois at
Springfield is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, norifor the views
expressed therein; these are for the reader to judge. ;

The manuscript may be read, quoted, and cited freely. It may not be repmoduced in whole
or in part by any means, electronic or mechanical without permission in writing from the
archives of the University of Illinois at Springfield, 62708




CARD CATALOGUE
Turner, William Anson (1919 - )

Born and raised in Petersburg, Illinois. Born February 20, 1919. Graduated from
Petersburg-Harris High School. Attended Springfield Junior College. Graguated from the
University of Illinois. A WWII veteran. 1941-43. St. Louis, Missouri to Jacksonville,
Florida, to Pensacola. Became a Cadet. Assigned to the Battleship Texas where he was a
member of the V Division piloting biplanes called the Stem, Yellow-Seatad Open
Cockpit Plane, a Pontoon Seaplane, “good and stable for acrobatics.” A Seaplane
Reconnaissance Pilot with the Kingfisher unit. A “Cat With Nine Lives,” he returned to
Springfield after the war to become part owner and salesman for Booth and Thomas, Inc
in Springfield. After his retirement in 1984, he fostered the game of ‘Bridge’ in
Springfield, giving him the title of Mr. Magic Eight.
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WILLIAM ANSON TURNER
Memoir
1988 and 2002
Mary Turner interviewing her husband, William Anson Turner
Feb 29, 1988
For his experiences in WWII
Q. Bill, tell us your name, address and age.
A. William Anson Turner. I live at 720 Woodland Avenue, Springfield, Illinois,
where this interview is taking place. I am sixty eight years old this month which
is January and I will be 69 years old next month on February 20.
Q. Where were you born?
A. Iwas born in Petersburg, Illinois on February 20, 1919.
Q. I always thought you were born in Maryville, Missouri.
A. No, I was not born in Maryville, Missouri. My mother and fatherlived in
Maryville, Missouri while my father went to school studying to be any Osteopathic
physician. Mother came back to Petersburg, Illinois, where her mother, Laura
lived as a widow, the widow of Anson Thompson. And I was born there in
Petersburg, Menard County.
Q. What was your mother’s married name?
A. Helen Thompson Turner.
Q. You have a sister.
A. Thave a sister, Mary Jane Turner who married to Albert Leroy Strong of

Springfield. She was four years older than I and lived, after we moved from




Springfield to Petersburg, she worked with the State for several years, met and
married, who we normally call, Whitey Strong. Mary Jane has been dead now,
three years. Whitey’s been dead ten years or more.

Q. Your parents were divorced

A. Yes. My mother and my father, William Winfield was his name; were divorced
after she had come back to Petersburg while he was in school. They separated
and were divorced later, and so my sister, Mary Jane and I, lived with and were
brought up by my mother and my grandmother and lived with my grandmother
there. My father finished his schooling in Osteopathy in Maryville to Pasadena,
California, where he was in the practice of Osteopathy.

Q. Your grandmother was a big factor in your life as long as she lived. Do you
ever remember her at all?

A. I'remember her. I remember her very well. She was a rather determined and,
often times by others; she has been called by some people, a haughty person.
Perhaps I didn’t notice that as a child in the household. I suspect that’s a correct
terminology. She wasn’t a particularly warm person and, I've been told by others
that knew the family, that she was instrumental in breaking up my mother and
father causing them to separate and ultimately divorce. I believe she did not
encourage the marriage to start with. My father was well thoughf of in school, i
well thought of as an athlete also, but for some reason that I cannotjtell for sure,
my grandmother simply couldn’t discouraged my mother from ma;'ying him, s?
they were married in Chicago, and ultimately after both Mary Jane ;md I had

been born, and they had been married close to eight or ten yéars, the divorce topk




place, as I've described, but I've been led to believe that my mother encouraged

my mother to stay in Petersburg and not go back with my father.

Q. What was your grandmother’s maiden name?

A. My grandmother was Laura Langford. The Langford family lived in Ashland
in the early years, and then Mr. Langford came to Petersburg. My grandmother,
Laura, met and married a man named Drake. They had one child, Quy Drake,
who was not a healthy person. As a matter of fact he had tuberculosis in his
teens.

Q. Alot of people had Tuberculosis.

A. Yes, that was not uncommon. One of the things that a person with TB needed
was fresh air, and one time he was sent to Denver, Colorado and spent an
extended time. Several months, but he died at an early age, unmarried, around
twenty years old, and he’s buried in Rose Hill Cemetery in the Anson Thompson
plot of land, the burial plot.

Q. Anson Thompson’s your grandfather.

A. Anson Thompson was my grandfather. And Laura Thompson’s husband, as I
mentioned before. So that means that my grandmother then, havinlludivorced
Mr. Drake, met Anson Thompson who was a man in Petersburg whowas well
known. He had gone out west to invest in land, I'm told. I'd read about it in
history books. He spent a year in South Dakota where he did some land
speculation, but perhaps his speculation wasn’t so great. He came béck, did own
some land in the northern part of Menard County, but did not live 01; the land, so

soon thereafter came into Petersburg and he did several things. Oneis that he,




with a man name Rosendahl, called Riek Rosendahl, opened a stolL, a general

merchandize store primarily, and besides that, he was elected Circﬁit Clerk of
Menard County, and he was also elected Mayor of Petersburg, once. He was one
of the original stockholders in the First National Bank of Petersbung, and some of
that stock is in my possession. He was Vice President of the First National Bank.
Q. Do you have anything else that belonged to your grandfather in.addition to
the stock?

A. One of the thing that I treasure that was my grandfathers was in a prominent
place in Petersburg where I lived with my mother and my grandmather and my
sister, was a library table, which is called a desk, today. It’s oak and has been
nicely finished and been preserved and has come to me through my mother. We
have it in our family room and enjoy it very much.

Q. You had a good time down in Petersburg when you were a little boy didn’t
you?

A. Petersburg was a pleasant place to be raised and as a young boy I felt sorry for
boys and girls who had to be brought up in cities. Ithought they must not have
had much fun because we had complete freedom to go and come and ride our
bicycles any place in this town. Some people had ponies, very few, but some had
ponies, and roller skated, quite some distances and even on the highway. I
remember rolling with a group to what seemed like a long ways to New Salem
State Park and back, a matter of two and a half miles both ways.

Q. Didn’t you hang on the back of your friends’ cars?




——

A. No, not really on roller skates. But that was a wintertime recreation since
Petersburg is such a hilly and beautiful little town. There was a big hill right out
in front of our house.

Q. What was your street address in Petersburg?

A. We were right off Main Street, that’s the best that I can tell you.

Q. Near the livery stable?

A. No, but there was a blacksmiths shop beside this and there was a place called
the Town Clock Church because it was an immense clock, high on the steeple that
rang and chimed when it rang the bell as the hours progressed, chimed the hours.
But I want to tell more about. . .you spoke about hanging on cars. . .In the winter
time there was sledding. A great sport, and everyone had a pretty good sled
because the hills were steep and often times you had two or three, ¥ the sled is
big enough, on the sled, and we coasted down many different hills, many right in
front of our house and usually on Saturday with people came to town from the
country, they sometimes come, not in an automobile, but sometimes in their
horse-drawn sled. That was great fun when they’d sometimes come in and park
their horses, not park but tie their horses to the rail there, right by the blacksmith
shop right by our house, and went into town to do their grocery shapping and -
then get back on their sled or sleigh, and go back home. They didnt mind if we{
hooked onto their sleds or sleighs with our sleds and sometimes wea’d have six (;r
eight or ten sleds, each of us hanging on to the sled ahead of us as they went out
of town on their way home. It was great fun.

Q. Tell us how they roped off Brams Hill, the steepest hill in town, pnd it came ;

down, only three or four blocks from where we lived, and that was pretty good.




You didn’t do that when you were a little kid, but you’d get on that lﬁll and it was
fast! Sometimes the older boys would throw water on it and it was fast! And then
f some of them had bob sleds, so that would hold six or eight people. That would
start on Brams Hill and the citizens would rope off the street so no ane would get.
'R hit by an automobile crossing because there were two or three crossings. The hill

was three or four blocks long. This way they wouldn’t be hit by automobiles and

with a good sled and good weight with several kids, sometimes you ¢ould go clear
through the square. Often times you’d get to the square and a good Yoboggan with

good sledders on it, they’d go clear past the square, clear to the riveﬁ?.
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| g Q. And when I lived in Petersburg when I was a little girl, my family and I and
[ other families would go over to Brams Hill to watch the big boys go down their
] sleds. It was exciting to watch.
i |

b
% A. Tt was for the big boys. It was not for the first-graders, that’s for sure! But the
? i .whole thing was a great sport. I suspect that today, its still going on, I don't
know.

Q. Now, you went to high school at Petersburg-Harris High School.

A. Yes. Petersburg-Harris High School was where I went and enjoyed it very

E much. Iwas a good student, participated on the Student Council. I parl:icip.';\ted}1

1y in dramatics, I liked dramatics and I was also an athlete and, for a small town,

was a pretty good small town athlete, particularly in baseball, baskeI)all. One

time, early, when I was a freshman/sophomore, and I even went ouf{ for the

football team even though I was relatively small. But after my sophdmore year |

'E they discontinued football because it was a little bit of an expense fof equipment




and they didn’t have that many big boys to have a real good footbal} team. The
rest of it was great and a good experience. I loved high school in Petersburg.

Q. And there was lots of social fun with dates at people’s houses. |

A. That was the way it was and that was the way it was when we started as young
people. Parties, saturday night parties, run by the parents at differant persons
house. The parties seemed exciting, or course, because we were yoyng. You
didn’t go to the parties with a date. Boys went to the party and the girls went to
Q. What did you wear?

A. Oh, we dressed up. We didn’t wear coats and ties but we didn’t wear overalls
either or blue jeans. We would put on slacks and a sweater and a gopd clean shirt
and looked pretty good, and so did the girls. Parents were always in the house
and always around. It was fun. Someone always had a record playar and the idea
was that you would play records and you’d dance and have drinks and sometimes
in the evening there was food of some kind that the mother or parents had
provided. No drugs, no alcohol. It just wasn’t that way when I was in school.

Q. Didn’t anyone have a bottle out under the culvert outside?

A. If they did, I really don’t think in our crowd that happened. Isimply did not
happen to my knowledge.
Q. You had a good high school. Theﬁ when you graduated from high school did .'
you move to Springfield? '
A. Before we leave the high school career, I want to speak of the influence of the

two coaches that I had in high school. The first one was Vern Waldsen who,

_ matter of fact, was not married and dated a teacher who lived at our house. We.

often rented a room totéachers and 910 Vernon and she dated and W‘are married }a

7




couple of, three years. But, the influence they had in my life. SincII was inclined

toward athletics, and there was no father in my home, I depended & great deal on

the coaches and Vern was a very positive influence on me and I thihk he
recognized that I missed not having a father, so he took it upon himself to
encourage me along many lines. We would often go hunting together. We’d go
dove hunting and squirrel hunting and other things it was easy to do outside
Petersburg. The athletic teams I played with; Jim Gearnsey, Elmer Smith and
sometimes we would, Coach Waldren and I would go out to their hbusas in the
country. They lived down by Hazel Dell School in Petersburg. Wejust had a
godd time hunting. The name Mo Hubert, Hubert Pierce, they called him Mo.
He was a graduate of Illinois College and he was there at Petersbung with my
junior and senior year while Vern Waldren was there my freshman and
sophomore years. Vern was a graduate of Eureka College. So, badk to Mos
Pierce. Mos came into our school and a little different type of perspn than Vern
but I was very closely attached to him and in my junior and senior years, where I
was more on the teams than I was as a freshman/ sophomore, andhis was a very
positive influence. I still think they were both highly influential in my young life.
Q. Ithink Vern Waldren took you out hunting and spent time with you because
he liked to be over at your house because his girlfriend was there but also, you
were very personable and good company. I'll bet you were more fun than
anybody he knew in the town.. Then you went to Springfield?

A. Yes. The summer that I graduated from high school, the summer that my

sister had finished her second year at Illinois College in J acksonvil‘e. She

decided to go to work and had a job in Springfield with the State. If was a good




enough job that we elected to move my sister and I to Springfield and it was more
convenient and she had the job and I could go to Springfield Junior boﬂege and
stay at home. We lived at 924 West Monroe, a second floor apartment with a
screened in porch on Monroe Street, and I can remember spending pne summer
when I sat on that screened in porch a great deal that summer and read books,
Western stories and I enjoyed it very much. At Springfield Junior College, which
is now Springfield College of Illinois, run by the Catholic nuns, it wag a good
school and well accredited. I enjoyed my time at Springfield Junior College only
one year, and I played on the basketball team, and also worked in an usher in the
downtown theaters. I enjoyed working in the theaters, but I suspect it might have
not been the wisest thing to do, since the money you earned was not great and
what it took away from your studies was great. As an usher, you had to be there
in the evening between seven to nine o’clock, normal theater time, and those are
the times when a person really should have been studying. I believe {t I had to do
it over again, I would have done something different than that. But anyway,
that’s the way it was at the Springfield Junior College and I played basketball the
first year and was elected Captain of the basketball team for the next year,
however, elected not to return but to go away to school.

Q. You made some good friends there?

A. Yes, good friends. Some have continued later in life. One of my friends was
Bill Cullin who was also a theater usher. Another one was Bill Thetan who went
to Junior College and was a theater usher. We were friends many, many years
after that actually. |

Q. My mother thought they always picked the good-looking ones todo that.










































































































































































































