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PREFACE I I 

This manuscript is the product of tape-recorded interviews with retired ArchiQct, Philip Louis 
Twtter, and conducted by Eugenia Eberle for the archives of the the University of Illinois at 
Spring6eld. 

Philip Louis Tmtter was born in 1913. He gaduated form the University of glinois School of 
Architecture in 1938 and began working for Henry HeImle and Carl Meyer before opening his 
own practice. He is also known for many schools thought Illinois, his local shools include: 
Sacred Heart/ CkifYu, Thomas Jefferson, George Washington and the Ben Fr- Middle 
Schools. He has been internationally recognized for the "cottage" design for t)e Hope School. A 
strong supporter of the Springfield Art Association for which he designed the@dition, he has 
been an ardent participant in the art programs since he was a small boy and canthues to look 
forward to each session, He has been internationally recognized, also, for his inticate jig-saw 
puzzles and creative art works. Mr. Trutter iravelled extensively throughout $le world with his 
wife and recaps his experiences.. He retired in 1945. 

Mr. Trutter was married to Kitty Wilms, now deceased, and is the father of tx+ns Marilyn and 
Caroline, has three grandchildren, and is the brother of John Trutter of Chica$o. 

Eugenia Eberle was raised in Haverford, Pennsylvania, and matriculated with ~n, athletic 
scholarship to the Women's College of the University of Virginia. She earned her BA degree in 
Wistory and is currently pursuing a Masters degree in Public History with em&asis on Oral 
Elistory at UIS. This activity has earned her two awards from the Illinois Stat$ Historical Society, 
She gained experience as a journalist writing for the Arab News and gathered Folk and Fairy 
Tales for translations into English while living for six years in Riyadh, Saudi Plvrabia with her 
husband, Professor of Pediatric Orthopaedic Surgery at SIU School of Medicine. She has been 
active in a broad range of civic activities both in San Francisco and Albuquerque, where she 
served on museum boards, fund raising, and in the development of the Audub~n Canyon Ranch, 
an environmental enclave in Marin County. She is the mother of four grown Wdren, 

Readers of this ord history memoir should bear in mind that it is a transcript af the spoken word 
and that the interviewer, nmator, and editor sought to preserve the informal conversational style 
that is inherent in such historical sources. The Universtiy of lllinois at Springfi(e1d is not 
responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir nor for the views express4 therein, these are 
for the reader to judge. 

The manuscript may be read, quoted and cited freely. It may not be reproducttd in whole or in 
part by any means, electronic or mechanical without permission in writing from the archive$ of the 
University of Illinois at Springbld. 
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Louis Philip Trutter. Architect. May 23,25, August 3,9 15,18,1995 in his hqpme at 1033 West 
Vine Street, Springfield, Tllinois, 62704. 
Eugenia Eberle, Interviewer 

Q. Phil, maybe you can begin by telling me where you were born. 

A. Oh that's. . . yes, I'm the apple that hasn't fallen very far from the tree, (Chuckle). I was born 
at 838 South ILlinois Street, from there . . .I was born there on July 2, 1913. 

Q. Where's Illinois Street? Does it still exist? 

A. Oh, it's right over here, as he points North. South Grand which used to be, I mean 
MacArthur used to be West Grand. We had West Grand, South Grand, North Grand and Bast 
Grand and it got too confusing because you had West Grand, you had Southwst Grand and you 
had Northwest Grand (chuckle) and then you had South Grand and you still have it and you still 
have it and then you had West south Grand and. , ,anyway you moved over to, . . Illinois Street is 
just west of MacArthur. You go to English, Douglas, Illinois, Park, or Lincdn and then Park. 

Q. Well, you haven't rolled very far! 

A. No, so I went from there, 838 Illinois over to 822 South MacArther today. It was then 
Southwest Grand, and fiom there to 1120 Williams Boulevard, (Chuckle). That's the house that 
mother and dad built. Harvey Stephens lives in it today. 

Q. That's a darling house. 

A. We moved there in 19. . .we went to MacArthw in about 1915 and then over to Williams 
Boulevard, mother and dad built that about 1924. Carl Meyer was the architect, by the way, and 
he did most of the houses around here, and then from there, there was a war which intervened and 
stuff and now I'm at 1033 West Vine. 

Q. So you haven't moved in between? Did you and your wife live and bring your children up on 
Williams Boulevard? 

A. NO, no no. We were married during the war. I 
Q, So where did you live with your wife and family? 

A. Here. We moved in here. . .we came home from Dayton, Ohio. We were ~arried in 
Evanston, and then I was working for the air forces, . . 



Q. We'll get to that. 

A. . . .but by the way, Kitty's aunt built this house in 1923. She had no childreq and when s b  
died she left it to Kitty, and Kitty had it rented during the war. Her aunt died about 1936 or 7 and 
she rented it and the war came along and, I don't h o w  how deep you want mq to go on. My 
father died in 19. , . 
Q. Tell me about your father. We'll get back to your childhood. 

A. My father was the. , ,where do we start? Let's get his father here fist. Hexame from 
Germany and he was one of the boys that came over here right after the Civil Var. His name was 
Louis Trutter, and they came. . .these kids all got out of Germany about 1867. m a t  was right 
after the war, and Bismarck was consolidating all the little principalities into what was going to 
become h s s i a ,  so he got 'em all together so they could start another Franco-Wssian war, and 
my grandfather, like all the other kids, were sick and tired of fighting with the Elrench and so on. 
He was a teenager and so these kids all came over here and they had some relalives who were 
already here and so they wound up in Sprin&eld. 

Q. By ship? 

Q, Do you h o w  the name of the ship? 

A. No, haven't any idea. All I h o w  is he came from the Black Forest area an4 he was a fanner. 
They had vineyards there and he came to Springfield and went into the meat m k e t  and poultry 
business and he was. . .it was down on. . .oh, his place of business was down iq. . .was on 1 lth 
Street and Monroe, That's where all the business was, down there you know dong the railroad. 

Q. Do you remember the name of the business? 

A. No. But then he got married to a very, very lovely lady by the name of Arnqlia IHimmelsbach. 
(Chuckle) 

Q, Another German? 

A. Another German. And the Trubr should really be pronounced Trooter, y& (chuckle) 

Q. So was Amelia found here in America? 

A. She was here. He didn't bring her over, and they proceeded to have a fady. 

Q. Do you know the year they married? 
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A. No. I imagine my father was born about nine months after they were 4 e d .  (ChuckIq) She. 
. ,he was number one and they had five boys in a row and dad was the oldest Of thirteen. pa t ' s  a 
lot of kids, but you h o w  in those days. . .after he had the five boys, he decidd he'd go baqk and 
be a farmer. It'd be a better place to raise the kids, so they went out east of Springfield on the 
Mechanicsburg Road, about three or four miles from Springfield .here. The kids walked to school. 
My dad went to St. Peter and Pauls grade school and walked in four miles  e v e  day, and they 
proceeded to have more kids and so on, and later on my father was a very pro essive man. He 
was a wonderful guy. He said to his father, he said, "Look dad, you have all f ese boys now 
come along, let's get some more land," and the father said, "Oh, no". . .he c a d  him Paw, and I 
could show you a picture of the old boy, (chuckle) what a guy, and he said, ''Nope, I have two 
hundred acres here, that's five times as much as I had back in Germany and. . except he didn't 
equate,. Forty acres of vineyards to two hundred of grain land in Illinois. He was, I guess, a great 
old honest man, a hard working guy, Gave me a quarter once. 

Q, What did you do with it? 

A. I wish I had it today. I was about. . .he died in about 1923 or something We that. That was 
grandfather Trutter, and my other grandfather died almost at the same time, mdfa ther  Phil 
Michler, that was mother's father. But anyway, dad, I think he was twenty two or twenty three, 
and he thought 'what's the future here for me?' so he went to Springfield loowg for a job and 
decided there were no jobs to be had, so he went to. . .he borrowed some money, fifty dollars, I 
think from one of his brothers, they'd been working, thrashing gangs and stuf$ I don't know, 
'what's the future', and so he found out about "operazo" Indiana University *ere, and that was 
laown as the "poor boys" school. A lot of people went there, and prominent Ones, and he went 
there and got a teacher's certificate and came back to Springfield then and worked the summers 
and so on, and he worked his way through, and with his Eifty dollars and the LiMe bit that he had, 
and he onetime told me what he had, he said he used to press a lot of pants and stuff and cents to 
go through school and he came back with the teacher's certificate and started )=aching his first 
school. His fnst school was out at Woodside Country School there and then. . . 

Q. What did he teach? Was it in a "Little Red School House?" 

A. A "Little Red School House" was what it was. He taught them all, and t h ~ s e  kids got good 
educations too cause they all had review from the class ahead and the class bewd until you got to 
eight or when you went into one. Then you could only look ahead, but then fiom there he went 
over to a school on West Washington Street. It's now been torn down. 

Q. What was the name of it, do you remember? 

A. It was a county school, I don't remember. It probably had a number or sovething, and he 
taught out there and I've got a picture of it, the school kids stuff here, and thep he won the prize 
for the best country school for the county and stuff out there. In the he decided 
he wanted to go for law and so he did what a lot of the kids did in 



almost an apprenticeship or something like that, or like an internship, and you s every afte+on 
and evening and whenever you were loose you sat and read the Illinois reports $ a law office 
someplace and were kind of under the. . .and so he taught school and then there bas  a whole, 
bunch of them, fellows that were doing it at the same time. Mike Ekstein and J p  Sneeg. There 
were about four or five guys who took the state board exam together and they wsed togetha, all 
of them. (Chuckle) In the mean time they had girl fiends and mother, my mothq was a very 
progressive woman too, and she wanted to go to the University of Illinois. 

Q. What was your mother's name? . 

A. Francis Mischler ( he speUs it out) and she wanted to go to the University of Qlinois. She 
applied for a scholarship without her parents knowing it. Now she was a third c$tughter of three 
girls in an old German family and she got the scholarship and when the notice oflit came, she was 
just tickled to death and she went waving the letter to her family and that caused a riot. No 
daughter of theirs, the younger daughter, was going to a state university and gett'ruined." 
(chuckle) atty 's  father said the same thing to her, almost, cause she graduated $om high school. 
She skipped.. . that's anorher stmy, but the same thing, an old German family. 

Q, The time frame. 

A. Yes, but in about 19, . .that would have been in abut 1910 or 11, in there, sqshe went to a 
teachers' training school, which they had in Springfield, which was quite a very $ne school they 
had here, It was out on north 6th Street. There's a school there, just East of the Art Club, and it 
was on the North end of that property, a great big old house, I can s t .  see it. C+n probably see 
pictures of it. 

Q. Still standing? It's not a part of the Illinois College? 

A. No, no, no, it's not that far. It was just west of. . .I t would have been the 7 or 800 block. I 
think the ArE Club is 700 or something and it was just East of there on Sixth, Art Club's between 
Fourth and Fifth. 

Q. So when did your parents meet then? 

A. ( Laughter.) I don't know whether I should tell you that story or not. Apparently my mother. 
. .these am just stories that the family, that you've heard from the family. Mothq was actually 
going with my father's brothers. They'd go to dances that were held at the KnglCts of Columbus 
and stuff like, that. Of came they were all chaperoned with others, ldds and fan@y, but it seems 
that a big dance came up and the river. , . Uncle Charley was the one, he was owthe, out on the 
farm there and the Sangamon River, South Fork I think, is at the foot of the hill w d  you go up the 
hill and that's where the farm was, up there, and I can remember the bridge, or @at valley flooded 
out w h m  the river came up. I think there's a sewage disposal plant down therelnow too in that 
sort of a valley, and you passed that, and you go up past that and you go up on a/ hill, but there 



was a bridge and this bridge was way up in the air but you had to go up like thi (demonstratqs) 
and then you had to get down so the bridge didn't get washed, so there was a b* storm about like 
now and Uncle Charlie, the river came up and he couldn't get into town cause 4 had to come in 
on a horse and when the automobiles in those days, this had to have been 1908,j9, or 10, some 
place in there, and so he called up, I guess they had a phone, and he got word td, mother and my 
father, anyway, cause he couldn't get in and that is where it started, (chuckle) *w Uncle Charlie 
was number Ehree boy, and by the way, he never did marry. A lot of them neveq married. I guess 
they were scared about fertility, I mean with thirteen kids, (Chuckle) and they most, it was only 
two of them who didn't live. One was a nun and she got pneumonia when she 3 as only twenty 
two or three. I think she joined the UrsUline nun maybe, the Ursuline order, and she was way 
down the line, and the other one. , .no there was W a y  baby who died. Who b o w s  in the country 
there, Diphtheria, Typhoid, or something or other, probably diphtheria or pneumonia or 
something. And then there was a boy. . .they had a picnic one Sunday and they ELU went 
swimming in the Sangamon River and he drowned in the Sangamon River. He was about 
fourteen or fifteen, Course if somebody wanted to write a history of a river, tha Sangamon River 
and the bodies. . .somebody drowned just the other day, again. Again. 

Q. Tell me, what was your father's name? 

A. Frank Louis. His father was Louis. 

Q. Did he become a lawyer? Is that what he did or did he teach? 

Q. No he was a practicing lawyer and he was an expert on estate work and titlus. In those days 
he loved history and he always said abstracts, which we don't have anymore mwh. Abstracts 
were marvelous, marvelous family histories from when the land was first acquirtd, however it was 
acquired from the government, Indians or whatever. (chuckle) That was his fee. 

Q, Then he had two brothers, Charlie and. . . 
A. No, of the thirteen kids, ten of them survived. 

Q, When did your father and mother marry? 

A. June 27,1912. I came along on July 2,1913 (chuckle). 

Q. So you were the first of the two? Did your mother teach for several years oc did she continue 
to stay home? 

A. No she taught. She and Minnie Appleman who became the wife of Mike Elrstein and. . .@e 
girls all went to the training school together while their husbands were getting stablished. Now 
dad probably passed the bar exam in 1909 or something like that and then they bad to get 
established so they could pay the rent because married teachers were out in tho* days. It's q 



recently that a female teacher can be married, now it was all right for men, but teaching was more 
or less a woman's profession and the minute they got married, Out! 

Q. Then your brother came along, . .? 

A. He came along seven years later. That would have been, . ,He was April $e 18. 

What about 1920? Would that be about right? He was 75 last year. 

Q. And what was his name? 

A. John Thomas, 

Q. And your brother is a. . .what does he do now? What has he been doing oyer the years? 
His occupation was businessman really? 

A. Yes, he was with the telephone company. By the way he graduated from @e University of 
IUinois, if you want that. He was going into law and his fourth year of liberal p t s .  . . they had a 
six year course in law instead of seven and so they combined the fourth year of liberal arts, and he 
was into that and was a senior when Pearl Harbor came along, Now if they w p t  a history. . . 

Q. That played with a lot of people's lives didn't it? It changed a lot of peoplp's lives. 

A. He was the guy. He was everything at the University of Illinois that they had. Sage and 
Mowanda, Scull and Crest, President of his fraternity, the all-University Dance Committee, the 
Student Senate, president of that. The only thing he didn't get was to be Chief Illiniwick and he 
tried out for that because he's always been interested in Indian lore. (Chuckle) 

Q. Now they've done away with that haven't they. They passed a law. . .no, #'s back in? 

A. No, no. I think they passed a law the other day that they better keep him q this guy llliniwick 
from Oklahoma. . .he's the one causing all this Indian problem Causing all the problem out at. . . 

Q, Dixon Mounds? 

A. Dixon Mounds, yes. By the way, my father took us to the Dixon Mounds the mid-20's 
when it was nothing. . .it had a galvanized iron roof and a bunch of poles just qovering it. 
remember that very well. 

Q, Well Phil, let's go back to your childhood. As a child where did you go to school? 

A. I went to the Hay Edwards School in the first grade and. . . 



Q. That's about the time your brother was being born too? 
E 
\ 

A. That's right, and then from there they decided, I guess, I should get some. , .over to the 6t. 
Agnes School so I went to St. Agnes £rom second through the sixth grade with sixty five kid in a 
classroom. 

Q, How many nuns? 

A. One nun to run the classroom with a great big ruler. I shouldn't go into thg. 

Q. Did she use it on you? 

A. Everybody. One little whisper and whop, whop with those great big rulers. 

Q, They really had control in those days though. 

A. Yes, they were doing more controlling than teaching, 1 got a good educati~n because of my 
mother and father and I guess the kids there, a lot of them went on to do thingq in spite of 
everything and then they built Blessed Sacrament and I went there in the seven* and eighth 
grades and they only had forty in the classroom there. 

Q. So you learned more maybe? 

A. Yes, and they were cracker-jack teachers. Old father Terrant started that. He hand picked the 
teachers to be over there and. . . 

Q. So because your brother was quite a bit younger did you play with each o e r ?  Did you know 
each otber early on or were you like only c W e n  for many years? 

A, Well we got along all right, we didn't have the usual fights, I was (chuckle) too much bigger- 
by seven years. Oh, by the way, my brother there at the University of Illinois was the guy. . .he 
was president of the student senate or something. The day after Pearl Harbor, when the student 
body all met, of course Pearl Harbor was on a Sunday afternoon, and on Mondsy they all gat 
together in Huff gymnasium. They had a big student rally on where were we gping, so he 
represented the student body talking to the Ms. I mean he was a big shot on @e Illinois campus, 
he always had been, and so then he went on and graduated in June. He'd been ip the cavalry, in 
ROTC and he probably liked the boots that they wore, the uniforms, and also &at the horses 
knew the commands and he didn't have to walk, (chuckle) and it was quite so~eching to be in the 
cavalry in those days. 

Q, What about yourself? Did you. . .after StAgnes and Blessed Sacrament. . . 
A. Oh, one more thing about the dear brother. He graduated with, with one h v d  he got a sheep 



skin and the other, he got a commission in the Army, and he was off and gone I d went to. . . he 
rattled around the Illinois states here while the war got started, then he went tolchina, Burma, 
India theater, spent a year in Kumling, China, and he was a Lieutenant Coloneljat twenty three. 
(chuckle) That's the kind of an organizer he is, and then when he came back hq worked for the 
telephone company and had three different chairs as a vice-president and still wrkes for them at 
the age of seventy five at half time. 

Q. Today? 

A, Yes, today. At sixty-five everybody up in that upper eschelon is supposed to be out, so they 
hired him back 

Q. Did ye marry? 

A. Yes. He married Weque Woods. Do you know Weque? 

Q, Only fiom her friends and relatives. 

A, She was Edith English known as Weque and that's only because she was b m  in Weque, 
Tonsing, Michigan. ( chuckle) 

A. That's right, and the spelling of that is unusual but I'll get that later. 

Q, Is she still living? And do they have children? 

A. Yes, they have two. 

Q. Two children as well. No big families. 

A. A girl and a boy. And he's a hot-shot too. The kid is. 

Q. Did he go to the University of Illinois? 

A. No. 

Q. He sapped out? 

A. No, no. OE course they lived in Evanston and he went to. . . he went to Loyolla up there as a 
kid and studied Chinese. I think he had seven yeas of Chinese &d then he wem to the Univvrsity 
of Southern California and got his degree in Asiatic Studies and then he got into banking. i 

Q. Did he ever work in Asia? 



since then. 

Q. But he didn't use his Asian studies? 

A, Not that I know of. 

Q, Is he married? 

A. Yes, he's d e d  and that's an interesting marriage. , .we're getting 
but, . . 

Q. We are, but we have a long way to go. 

A, All right, If this is interesting to you. 

A. No, but he did spend quite a bit of time in Egypt. Has nothing to do with hina and M e c o  e I 

childhood here, 

Q. It's very interesting. The family is obviously, close yes, amd they also have aspirations. 

A. Yes, he went to work for the Bank of America in California and the First National in Chicago 
and stuff and then decided he'd get his MBA, so he went to Northwestern, to Kellogg and it's 
supposed to be one of the very very top MBA schools. And there he met a yqung lady. Don't 
ask me her name other than Guia, and her faanily was Italian. Her father is an pstm-physicist and 
he was in charge, to his embarrassment, of that Hubble Telescope that went squr. Course he 
couldn't inspect every dimension on it but anyway they got it straightened ou4 and at the present 
time he is down in Chili, I believe, and they're building a huge new observator)l in the mountains 
of Chili and that's where he is now. Very interesting guy. 

Q. That's Castilian or Spanish, not Italian so obviously he's speaking anothenlanguage. He's 
probably multi lingual anyway. 

A. Multi, yes. And they were in Spain for a long time and so when he and his wife. . , he's quite 
young actually. And Guia, she got her MBA there. I don't know where she went to school fust. 

Q. Very interesting family. Now, what happened to his daughter? 

A. Now wait a minute. Let me go on about my nephew &st. So he gets his MBA. He goes to 
work for Kernper. He worked for a couple of banks and then he went to Keflper Insurance and 
stuff, and since then he is, since he's gotten his MBA he's gotten a CPA and rlow he's added to 
that a stockbrokers whatever it is, so he could go to New York or Chicago and any of those. . . 

Q. He's not really focused yet, is he? 

A. Yes, he's a vice president of Kempers and he's in charge of investing ins ce moneys. You c I 



know, more or less today, I don't h o w  what it'll be tomorrow. 

Q. It's a big job. 

A. Yes, it's a big job. 

Q. A lot of responsibility. 

A. And his wife is at the First. . ,they have two children now and they have a Poliash nanny 
(chuckle) whose chased along with them. She's at First National Bank. 

Q. And about the daughter. 

A. The daughter. (Chuckle) She's done everything and I think she's. . .wheread she graduate 
fiom? I think she went to Northwestern and she's also gone to a school in Chicago on Interior 
Decoration and Design that's one of the top ones. She's very capable and she about thirty nine or 
forty now, 1 guess. She's a policewoman. (Chuckle) 

Q. She's very different that his son. 

A, Yes. She's done everything. She's worked for Marshall Fields and all therest of them. But 
that's what she is at the moment. Without her parents howing it, she had a cw, a foreign car that 
had to be something recalled on it, so she took it out to the dealers, and there were a bunch or 
people standing around across the street and a big sign-up, EXAMS or something, and it was the 
area police station, and she had time on her hands, walked across the street. . she's not afraid of 
anything, she walked across the street, went in and asked, "what's going on?" They said, "We're 
having examinations for the entcance into the Police Academy and we're lookiag for women that 
have college degrees. Are you interested?" And she said, "Well, sure, I haven't anything else to 
do." She took the exam and passed it, (chuckle) And then they gave her a physical exam and 
she'd been a swimmer and all kinds of athletics, and so a year ago she went to the Police 
Academy up there. They paid her $32,000 a year while she did it. She's bees accepted, as of 
Christmas, and she's out riding a beat (chuckle) at nights! 

Q. Where? 

A, Well at least it's North and West in Chicago. So she went six months to the Academy and 
now she's. . .and my brother said she's just. . .then she told her father and mother, which I guess 
they nearly blew a fuse, and my brother had been on the police advisory comflLittee or what ever 
they have up there, cause he's in everything. At one time he was on forty org-tions. Have 
you ever heard of Hull House up there? It's one of the great old, old organizations for training 
people and things. They've never been in the black until he'd been president of it. In a couple of 
years he got the red off there. 



Q. Well, he's quite a guy, 

A. A terrific guy. 
I 

Q. Well, we should get back to you now. I 

A. We'll get back to me, 

Q, You're very different, 

A. Very different, Oh, and by the way, he's a very f i e  cartoonist. 

Q. Now, we have to get back to you. 

A. All right. Where were we? We were gating me to St. Agnes or Blessed Sacrament. . . 
Q. Then where did you go? 

A. Springfield High School when there was only one high school except for &ls. The girls went 
to convents in those days and never. . .there was only Springfield High School, That was it. 
About 1800 kids. 

Q. Just boys? 

A. Oh no, 

Q. But you say except for girls. . .? 

A. The girls. They had Catholic Schools for what we called the West End Cmvent That's the 
Sacred Heart out there and the other one was Ursuline and they were high schools for girls. 

Q. So were there fewer girls consequently at Springfield High School then boys? 

A. No, there were 1800 there or thereabouts. 

Q. But you had Griffin too didn't you in those days? 

A. GriEin wasn't started yet. It was started right after. 

Q. I thought Griff~m was earlier than Sacred Heart, It's,the other way around, 

A. They were both going before Gsiffin. 



Q. Did you finish high school there? 

A. Yes. 

Q. You didn't go away to school? 

A. No. 

Q. Then where did you go? 

A, Then I went to Springfield Junior College. I graduated from Springfield H@I School. . .I 
went there from '27 to '31 and then in. . . 

Q. Where's Springfield Junior College? Is that Springfield College? That's right, it was only two 
years until just a couple of years ago wasn't it? 

A. Isn't it still two years? 

Q. I think it could be. Then where'd you go after that? 

A. Then I went to the University of Illinois. See, those were depression days. 

Q. What year did you graduate? 

A. High school, June of '31 and Junior College, '33, and then I went to the Uaiversity of Illinois. 

A, I went longer than that cause I took pre-engineering. Courses out there were pre-engineering, 
was engineering, and I'd always been interested in airplanes, model airplanes, I built them from 
scratch. That's what I intended, had in mind, but in those days they didn't have. . .at the 
University of Illinois, there were two classes in aeronautical engineering in your senior year of 
engineering. 

Q. Did you have five years then at the University? Did you have three years at the university of 
Illinois? 

A. I went there as a junior engineer in '33 and I. . .the engineering wasn't for me and I was 
miserable ahd I had a wonderful, wonderful roommate at the fraternity house, I pledged and 
joined Alpha Sigma Phi, and in those days there were no dormitories, there ware dormitories for 
girls but not for boys. They had lots of fraternity houses so that was the best. . . 

Q. But let me get back to this. In a normal college you go four years and if yqu want engineering 



you're there for five or six maybe. Now you had two more years basically of 
Illinois? 

A. Yes, then I switched to architecture. 

Q. So how many more years did you have &r that? 

A. I went to two summer schools in order to pick up stuff, I had too many credits that I couldn't 
use for architecture so I got out of there in January of 1938. So I was over thdre, yes, in about 
five years, four and a half but I went to two summer schools. One at the Art Qstitute in Chicago 
and the other one at Catholic University at Washington. 

Q. Have you always been artistic? And your brother as well, obviously? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Were your mother and father artistic as well? Did you pick that up from ewer of them? 

A. Mother was quite artistic, yes. 

Q, The flair if nothing more, 

A. She had. . . 
Q. Really drew, . . 
A. I've got a lot of pictures that she did. 

Q, So you carried in the genes, A lot of times that doesn't happen. But both of you are artistic 
with a different style, you and your brother. 

A. Yes, he's done a lot of nice work but he's more into 'cartooning' or wonderful cartoons. 

Q. How old were you when you discovered your art? Were you in college as an engineering 
student when you decided to become an architect? 

A. Tt was not for me. Engineering was not for me. 

Q. why? 

A. I couldn't stand it, Them-dynamics. The only thing I had fun in was the foundry and 
machine shop in the junior year. Oh, I was wonderful &I the lathes and stuff p e  that and in the 
foundry making the clay cores for the stuff we were casting. ! 



Q. That's why you're so good at jig-saws. 
I 

A, . . . in other words if you're going to cast a piece of something or other, yqu have to have a 
core, 
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linseed oil or something and then they bake it, and it was just like cookies and pou put those 
inside. . ,well, take a radiator Like this over here. You had to have a core insi* of that and then 
you have a mold on the outside and you pour the hot metal in there, it burns @ oil out, and you 
shake the sand out, 

Q. So the engineer is "structure" and the architect is the "designer"? So you ~bviously had a 
design. . . 
A. I've always been interested in design and planning and so on. 

Q. Have you been happy in that field? 

A. Oh, yes I was because I had good partners that I picked up who liked engipeering. 

Q. Oh. So you finished architecture in 1938 and then what did you do? 

A. Well I nearly lost my mind because my father died while I was in the middle of my final exam 
week and he died very suddenly fiom a middle ear infection that should have rtally never 
happened six months before the sulpha drugs, and somehow or other I went b a  after his funeral 
and took one more examination in engineering, and how the devil I ever pass& it I don't how.  

Q. In engineering? 

A. It was an engineering subject in architecture. So then I. . .I mean I could do the engineering 
but 1 didn't like it, I mean it wasn't any fun, so then I came back, and the thjg to do was to get a 
job. There wasn't any building much in. , . 

A. In 1938 they had public housing and W A  and things like that and so I wmt to work for Carl 
Meyer on Washington's Birthday. I mean the real birthday, February 22,1931. (Chuckle) As a 
matter of information, I worked two months for nothing. About like being in pedicine or 
something way back 

Q. Now, we've reached the peak of your childhood, Let's go back and find ut what you did as 



a child. 

A. We forgot something in there as a child. 

Q. We haven't covered a lot of things, I'm sure. 

A. We forgot Helen Sterickex's Nursery School. There were no Kindergarted's in those days. 

Q. She's not that much older than you? Oh you mean HELEN Stericker? 

A, This is old George Stedcker's sister. Dkl you remember the Stericker Hovse there on 
Second. The yellow brick house, The family. . .they tore it down recently and made another 
parking lot. 

Q. They had two houses there. They were entirely different style. 

A. Well this was the yellow brick one right on the corner. 

Q. More Colonial Style wasn't it? Revival? 

A. Yes, that was old Dr. Stericker. The father of George Stericker who had built the house and 
he had these two kids, George and Helen. Maybe somebody else, I don't know. Helen had a 
Kindergaten and she'd been to school up in Evanston there. It's still there. National School or 
something or other but that was Kindergarten. She picked us up, us kids at me and a half or 
four years old. I'll show you pictures of that, of some of the Eds, 

Q. Well, that's great We'll start there then. What kind of a youngster were you? Do you 
remember? You were a handsome young man, 

A. I would say I was fairly shy, really. Kitty took it out of me. It's a good tljng. 

Q. She brought you out? You were shy? What did you do as a child? Who were your fiends? 

A. Built model airplanes, model boats. And what'd I do on Saturdays? Oh, bp the way, the 
Kindergasten. . .she came around in an electric car that was like a great big fi&-bowl and the 
doors were on the sides and the driver sat on a bench seat in the back with a tiller, like this, (he 
demonstrates) and on the end of it was the horn and you could roll this, and &re were two 
swivel seats up in front and cut glass bud vases, You know about those? And she'd come around 
and pick us kids up. . .I went two or three winters. These were winter deals. But she'd go 
around and pick up all us kids and crowd us into this and drive us to her home and we'd go up 
there all morning and then. . .oh, that was fun. I'll never forget those days. 'Qen Saturday's, I 
went to the art Club. Bunch Bunn and I and Paul Barker. We all went out to, the Saturday 
classes at the Art Club. We were eleven and twelve years old and I think we W d  about this at 



the Art Association (Recollection of Old Springfield January '93) because we'd go down to : 
Bunch and say, ''Don't you think we'd better go down and visit Grarnps today{' We didn't bo 
every Saturday. 

Q. That's the candy store? 

A. That's the candy store. 

Q. Why was he called Bunch? 

A. I don't know. 

Q. Well he told somebody. His mother always tweaked his cheek affectionatdy and. . . 
A. (Chuckle) Well anyway, that's where I spent my Saturday mornings, at tha Art Club. 
I was only eleven or twelve years old. ' 

Q. Then you were doing art at an early age? Now, who else were your playmates early on. 
Whose your earliest friend? 

A. My earliest fiiends were down the block fiom me on Lawrence Avenue thqe. Betty Wpods. 
You know Betty Woods? Her brother, Walt, Walt Taber, and next door, TJ w d  Francis I 

McMurray. The three of us. I can show you pictures in the family album of all these Idds. put 
there were a numbn of winters whm they never h e w  where I was on a Satqday afternoop 
because I went to Eva Farrows Dancing School. 

Q. Who was Eva Farrow? This is the f i s t  I've heard of her. 

A. Well, she taught ballroom dancing and stuff like that. I think it was the 014 Redmens H4.U or , 
something. I'll tell you where it was. It was on Monroe Street between fourth and iBh. It was 
on the third floor in the middle of the block on the north side of the street, 

Q. Did all of you do this? 

A. No. I did it but the McMuxrays and Tabers didn't. 

Q. So you did it by yourself, really, without the gang knowing about it all thase years? 

A. My mother. She was going to make a ~n t l eman  out of me. 

Q. But nobody knew. You thought. . . 

A. But my friends never knew where I was on Saturday afternoon. 



Q, You didn't want them to know you were dancing? ~ 
A. I was dancing. Oh, my God. And the girls would sit over here and the boys would sit over 
there and you'd have a little break between dances and she'd explain: this is a &x trot or a waltz 
or something and then you'd go over and select one of the young ladies. Now Fese are kids; 
eleven, twelve, thirteen years old. You h o w  the boys are not too excited aboyt girls in those 
days, at least they don't show it . .and you'd have a handkerchief in your hanaand you went over 
and you'd bow and I say, "May I have the n a t  dance with you?" and she rnigw say yes and she 
might say no, and then you'd find another one. But then when she'd get up to Uance with you, 
you had your handkerchief over your hand on her back then. 

Q. And she was probably taller than you too! 
A, Probably (chuckle) The girls always were, But then, those were my Saturc@y afternoons 
(chuckle) of my childhood days and the rest of the time, the three of us or the @ur, we had an old 
chicken house. . .is this interesting to you, is this what you want?. . .in the bacb yard. . .this was 
World War It days, . .eggs in those days were something like 75 cents or a do& a dozen which 
was a lot of money and so people kept chickens and so on, But any way the vc$r was over and 
the chickens were too much trouble. OH, you want some useless information 6om WWI about 
food? About eggs? You put eggs up in the wintertime in something called wwr glass. I don't 
know what the chemistry is, but you take these old jars that you kept pickles q d  sauerkraut in 
and you put this water glass in there and then you put the eggs in there and it npde kind of a slimy 
seal on the shells and you could keep them all winter in that stuff. 

Q. Fresh? 

A. Well you didn't use them for an angel food cake, the whites wouldn't. . .yw could use them 
for cooking and stuff so in the summer and the fall. . .of course eggs were not faked as they are 
now. . .so that's what you. . .but I'll never forget that water glass and I remember I used to hate 
to go down in the basement and reach down in there and grab three or four of those eggs that 
were real slippery and slimy, yuk 

Q. Let alone eat them! 
A. Oh; they were all right when mother cooked them She'd wash them off a$l fry them or 
scramble them or use them in cooking. Not in nice big cakes because they weqen't that good, but 
anyway the old chicken house out there. . .that was our old club house and we pere always 
digging caves in the yard there or something and we'd build little fxes out theq and have our 
baked potatoes or things like, that in coals. 

Q. You were patiem A baked potato would take a long time over coals like 

A. I don't b o w  what all we did but I can show you pictures of all of us sittin 
chicken house. 



I I 

Q. Who were 'all' of you? Bunch, and ... ? I 
I 

C 

A. No, no. Bunch wasn't in on this cause he didn't live near us. These guys q e d  down the 
block and we'd. , , 

Q. Who were some of these again? I 

A. This was TJ MacMurray and Francis MacMurray, his younger brother, othfrwise h o w n  as 
Sach cause he had a great big bottom on him and they called him 'Sachell" (chqckle) and Walt 
Taber, Betty Wood's brother. She was Betty Taber, And her father ran or owped Mauldenr=rs. 
The Mauldeners were out of it years ahead. Maddeners was a wonderful , w w d d l  place to eat 
and they catered and they made their own candy and ice cream. Their ice crew was. . . 

Q, They're still very good aren't they? 

A. Yes, but not like they used to be. And of course tbey're all gone now. I w a n  old Walten, 
and he had the best f i e  works on the 4th of July and all the kids would go d o w  in his back yard 
and he'd have 20 ball rolling candles and sky rockets and stuff like that. 

Q. Now this is Tabers? 

A. This is Tabers. And even balloons in those days. They made these paper balloons. You 
wouldn't think of it today, I don't think, but, , . hot air balloons about this hi* and in the bottom 
was a ring, a little ring, probably made in Cbina or something like that and a & across and then 
you'd had a about this big around of excelcier about so thick, and that soaked In 
.paraffin or something that would bum and. . . 
Q. Like a hot air balloon? 

A. Like a hot air balloon. And you'd get out there and you'd hold the top of this hot air balloon 
and get this up off the ground and then you'd light the little fire in there and ithmade a lot of heat 
and pretty soon the thing would all swell out and start to go up and then you'd let go of it and 
BOOM! up they'd go, and they'd go way out in the country-side and why in cbe devil they didn't 
burn down woods! They were supposed to be out when they came down but they went for miles. 

Q. Did you all  follow them? Did you run around after them or were you too close to town? 
Where'd you usually do that? 

A. In their back yard off Lawrence Avenue, 

Q, Quite an ingenious idea for fun? 

A. Oh boy, we kids shot fire crackers off all day long. Why we've got any fipgers at all I don't 



h o w .  

t 
Q. Exactly, So what else did you do? 

A. No wait a minute. Lets move me away £ram the Mac Murray gang. We q v e d  to Williams 
Boulevard. Who'd I play with over on Williams Boulevard. 

Q. Did you play in the park? 

A. No, we played down behind the old Governor Yates house. There was a very low place there 
and we tried co dig caves in there, and that's where my brother then had his, later on, had his 
Indian tribe down there and they expanded it down there. All the neighborhood kids. Oh, and I 
didn't finish why he wasn't Chief Illhiwick. He got out there and danced for @ern and he had all 
the equipment, I mean he had all the feathers and stuff. And he went up to Cmp Anaceechee 
which was a YMCA camp in Wisconsin for two or three summers and he taught Indian lore up 
there so he was a very, very qualified guy for Chief Illhiwick. The only thing is he didn't get it 
because he got out these in the middle of the stadium and did his Indian war dances and stuff and 
of course those Indian dances are little foot-steps and Eddie Calb of Springfiew came out there 
and, I guess he h e w  a lot of Indian stuff, but he got out there and you've seeq them maybe as 
they gyrate around, so he got it, and John said, 'But he wasn't authentic", and they said, "We 
can't see you from the top of the stadium but we can see him, authentic or  no^" So that's the one 
thing he didn't get at the U of I that he wanted. 

Q, What a heartache! 

A. By the way, was there any interest about my being at the University of Illisois over there. The 
tuition was $45.00 a semester, (chuckle) Special classes might have been an additional $5.00 or 
something, and the house bill at the Fraternity House was $52.50 a month and that was twenty 
meals a week 

Q. Not bad. It was all relative though wasn't it? 

A. And bansportation from Springfield to Champaign was on the old Illinois Terminal Railroad 
as we called iE, Inter-Urban. They had a special weekend pass which started Friday noon until 
Monday noon and that was $2.00 round-trip to Champaign. 

Q. That's not relative, 

A. No. And I nearly died when I paid $2.00 for a sheet of Watman's paper fac drawing class for 
architecture but we worked on it for. . . 

Q. During this same time? 



A. D h g  this time, that was Watman's double elephant but that sheet was go 
of work and those art supplies were expensive and so then in my last two years 
fraternity house divided up and exchanged meal jobs. Ever heard about those? 

Q. For work? 

A. You worked for your meals and we did it with other fraternity houses. You gidn't work 51 
your own and familiarity or something like that, and I wasn't a waiter anyway, Ijwap a scullion. I 
figured out one day that I had either, washed, scrapped, dried, or something or Other 250 
thousand dishes or something like that and I only had a half-time job. There we& no rubber 
gloves, no dishwashers. The dishwashers are for the three guys who did it and @e waiters 
brought the dishes in and the guy who receivad them, he scrapped them and stacked them to a 
whole and put them over here. The guy who worked in the hole, that was the double sinks, and 
he put the dishes in there and wash them from one sink there. . .or maybe there were three sinks, 
back and forth and then put them up here (demonstrates) and tlien maybe somebody else would 
dry and when they stopped bringing the dishes in, that guy would help dry and fie cook would 
come over and check those dishes every so often to see that they were clean an# that they were 
dry. 

Q, Drying them would have been the job. 

A. That was old Opal, Five feet tall and five feet around. She was something. I did that. One 
week I'd work in the kitchen, the next week I'd go back to our fraternity houses and I'd eat ip the 
dining room, the next week I'd work. So I'd have. . .in that way one guy. . .two guys could pay 
half and I think we saved about $13 and a half dollars a month for doing that. Gee. I 

Q, You look back and wonder if it was worth it? 

A. Oh, and it was perfectly OX. to calI up a young lady and say, "How about a coke date 
tonight?" Is this of any interest to you? 

Q. A coke date? 

A. A Coco cola, not the other kind of coke. Nobody had any money for that stuff and we didn't 
know anything about it anyway, but and we didn't even talk about high school and drugs and 
things like that. There weren't any. But you could call up a gal and say, "How about a c o k  date 
after library". . .they had to all be in by 10:30 anyway or in the afternoon befoa dinner or 
something. That meant that you had a quarter and that would buy you a fifteen cent package of 
cigarettes and two cokes, Those were the kind that were in an old fashioned coke glass with ice 
from the . . . the soda fountain cokes and you could sit there. And if you had 35 cents, boy you 
were really good. Each of you could have two cokes. 

Q. What about the old soda fountains. There was one on the corner of A d w  and. . . 



A. Wd, there's one right now down on Sixth and . . .Bachman and Kumlcy's p u g  Stare. 

Q. Yes, with the tile floors and marble at the soda fountain. Yes? 

A. I think that's Bachman and Kumley. It's the corner of. . . I 

Q. It was a Christmas Store for a number of years, Enchantments. 

A. Oh, no. That was Broadwells. 

Q. Oh, that was Broadwells. That was a beautiful place in side, 

A. Oh, they had the best malted milks in there. 

Q. Did you have dates like that too? Isn't that what you did with your date? You took her to a 
place like that? 

A. Well, no, we went hamburgers. 

Q. Where'd you get hamburgers? 

A. Oh, the Sugar Bowl. You haven't heard of the Sugar Bowl yet? There %re a couple of 
them 

Q. Sugar Bowl. Where were they? 

A. One of them was over here on State and South Grand. It's now the big smre there. Avenue 
Shop. Then Avenue took over this whole thing there later on because this stzpted out as a 
theater, and if you'll look up on the top here, Carl Meyer was doing this one vd. . .Peoria. . 
.Fletcher Langton was doing the Esquire Theater and one of them was. . .youhe pushing me a 
little bit to get these names out, but the Fraina had one of them and the Karsoti's. I don't know 
if that's of interest to you or not. 

Q. Yes, it is because you see these keep being repeated by those in your age bracket. 

A. WeU, what happened you see, they stated those theaters in the late '30's and they decided, the 
two of them decided that they were in competition with each other,. Karasods is still in existence. 
Katasotis has got 150 or 60 haters around town and. . .Frasinas and Karas~tis so that where the 
Esquire is now, but there was only one theater there, there was one big one which seated about 
900. My office was up there for fifty years almost on the second floor there. 

Q. Oh, so you could walk to work couldn't you? 



A. Except I didn't because a couple of times I walked to work and then 
example I'd run into one of the neighbors coming back and they wanted 
an appointment at ten o'clock. . .enough of that. But where the offxe 
Thrifty Drug Store for awhile. . .no, that was a Thrifty and then they 
became the Avenue Grocer's Store which started on the corner of 

cokes or hamburgers or sodas or something like that. 

Alex Caron had it and you could park, drive in diagonal parking and park off 9 street and they 
had car hops and they'd come up with a tray that would snap onto the side andfyou'd get your 

Q. Well, what about the "Pill Rollers"? 

A. That was Charlie Dungan. He started that. 

Q. That was another group? 

A. That was a group of kids in high school. This is what they don't do today for kids. They 
don't know. . . they're all mmhg up and down. . .of course we didn't have any cars in those 
days. Those are depression days. But maybe one guy or something, he'd buma car. Families 
only had one car and they'd have dances once every month or something like tbaL If I were to 
look around, I'd find "Pill Rollers", membership card number 16, and it had a little pestle and 
morter on it and that was Charlie Dungan, and he kind of sponsored these kids md they'd ali. go 
in for their cokes. 

Q. All right. Charlie Dungan ran the drug store? 

A. Yes, he was the druggist. I don't think he owned it, but he was the drug@$ and he liked kids 
and so on. 

Q. What did you talk about when you were having your 'coke dates'? 

A. I don? t o w ,  probably talked about girls. 

Q. Or each other? 

A, Or each other, or something. Golly I don't how.  

Q. Or what to do next? 

A. Well, we'd just sit around and just talk about nothing. Kids sit out here on the fenders of their 
cars in somebody's parking lot. I don't know what they talk about. Of course, you see, o q  high 
school days were completely different So different it wasn't even . . .I mean 4 coke and a 
hamburger. . .you had a dollar to go to a high school dance. Fifty cents for thq dance, oh, you 
had that ahead of time and then you had a dollar for the evening and you could have a coke or 



A. Oh, that was later, much later. Junior Prom or Senior Ball, but. . .and the SeFor Balls wqe 
nothing like today, oh my God. Crazy. 

Q. They have lost a lot, haven't they? 

something and you could go down. . , 
Q. Did you needed a corsage? 

A. Yes, But then, we had an hour. The dance was eight to eleven in high scho~l gymnasium, 
eight to eleven, and then you usually had. . .I usually conned my father out of the family car and I 
had a pal, Maury Majors, and we'd double up and we'd go to these dances togqer. Afterwards 
you had an hour to get to your car, to get to the Sugar Bowl or something like that, cause you 
always had to stay for the last dance which they played "I'll See You in My Dreams," and that's 
when you really held them tight cause you'd hope to get a kiss at the door when you took them 
up to the door, maybe. Big deal. And then you went and got your. . .oh, maybe we went to the 
hamburger stand. There's a Root Beer place down at Fifth and South Grand thae behind the 
filling station, the Frosty Root Beer, and you could go in there and get a hamburger for a d i e  
and a Frosty Root Beer for a nickel. They were all covered with ice and you gabbled those qown 
real quick and then you went for a ride through the park and maybe she'd sit ower close to y u 
and you'd put y o u  arm around her a little bit. And one girl, we used to drive the car togeth 1 r. 
Gear shift here (demonstrates) and I'd handle the clutch and the break and one piece of the 1 

steering wheel and she would do the shifting over here and we would kinda cuddle up together. 

Q. What were you driving in those days? 

A. Let's see. My father's was a Willis Knight, (spells Knight), yes a Willis Wght. Yes, thqt's 
what we drove. Dad had a couple of em. 

Q. Was it a coup? 

A. No, it was a four door. 

Q. First I've heard of that one. Now, you were raised a Catholic and were you consistently 
involved in the church? 

A. Yeah, we went to church every Sunday. 

Q, And was Sunday a bit of a ritual? Did you come home and have dinner at the table, etc? 

A. Oh yes. Mother would have, . . our dinner on Sunday was at noon. 

Q. Was it chicken? 
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A. I wouldn't be surprised. Mother was a good cook. Excellent, And there yas one thing we 
always had at our house, and that was cake. I 

Q. With h s h  eggs? I 

A, You're d m  right. And in those days there was no such thing as packagedpakes. See my 
father died in '38 and having been out in the country there with all those kids a d  old cook stoves 
and stuff, dad. . .I don't even think he ever had a birthday cake. They were toa busy baking bread 
and stuff and so when he and mother got &ed she found out that he was c 4 e  starved and our 
house was never without cake. Many a time I'd beat the eggs, you know, withan egg beater and 
she'd make angel food cakes that high, chocolate angel food, burnt sugar angel foods, burn the 
sugar in the skillet, 

Q. My mother used to take a wire whip, It must have taken half an hour for ha to get those egg 
whites whipped. 

A. And you took it up and when you had a little point, and when it just turnedlover, that was 
ready. But on Saturday, she made the white cakes, maybe layered with caramel icing or maybe 
chocolate icing or something and she had a cake pan over in the corner on one of the kitchen 
cabinets and there was always cake under there and the white cakes would kind of last till 
Tuesday. . ,oh, dad, every time he'd come in he would hock off a piece of cab. 

Q. And the chocolate? 

A. Oh, it didn't make any difference what it was. White icing, strawberries. When strawberries 
were in season, she'd mush strawberries up and make strawberry icing and the most marvelous 
caramel and then on probably Tuesday afternoon or so, maybe Wednesday morning, she made the 
yellow cakes. That's when she used up all the yokes. I think it was thirteen eggs. . .and then we 
used. . . 
Q. We had a lot more cholesterol in those days didn't we? 

A. I guess we did, and so she had what she called a "sunshine cake." It was like an angel food 
but it was like+ a yellow cake and had all the yokes in iL  Or else we made, or she made her own 
mayonnaise. I whipped that with a fork A little bit of oil, a little bit of oil, an# don't do it too 
fast or it'll curdle. . , ( chuckle ) 

Q. It's great to reminisce isn't it? 

A. Oh, kids today have no idea. 

Q. No they don't. I think this is one reason I enjoy doing this. To hear the 'old days'. We aU 
have the old days, they'll have the old days. I 

I 



A. Aad the wagons over on Williams Boulewd. Why, the city even came by &d picked up dl 
the ashes. People didn't have the. . .gas heat didn't come in till the late '20's a@ so you had coal 
fired. . .you talk about the air being polluted, that coal smoh. . .and you hand &ed these thi~gs. 
Stokers didn't come in until about the middle '20's and oil burners, oh they we* great but your 
whole house smelled of oil, and then W y ,  it was the late '20's when they brolght in natural gas 
but the city of Sprinaeld went up and down the alleys twice. They do nothing "Clinkers" they 
were called. The coal they would gather together and kind of stick in what we called a kind of 
clinker and it'd burn out but it wasn't into ashes and that's why my father gat, be got when we 
were over on Williams Boulevard he got Kentucky block coal which was a harQ coal and it had 
nice ashes. It wasn't like the local coal here and then he'd mix coke with it and that made easier 
ashes because you had to haul the ashes out of your basement into the ally in the back of the 
house. 

Q, Didn't you usually have a pit at the base of your fireplace? Ah, but that wa$ a furnace thing 
wasn't it? 

A. This is furnace. And so you'd carry them out to the back and just dump t k m  on the ground 
and these guys would come back with a team of horses and a wagon that had Ibe bottom th#t 
would drop out of it and they'd come along and shovel the ashes up into that, into those w%ons 
and take 'em out to the dump and come back and get more. 

Q. They didn't use the ashes for anything else? I thought they re-cycled thosa ashes, 

A. Oh, some of them they did but that was in the power plant. But, oh gosh, you'd haul time 
ashes out and I can remember my mother. My father would go down. . .we had a particulaly 
cold, cold winter, It was when we were on MacArther there and dad would s t  up at five o'clock 
in the marning and start the fire, up again, I mean you bedded down for the night, but you h o w  
he'd get the house warmed up and in the living room . . the stove was one of these old grills in 
the wall when they had kind of a little design on it, and it was so cold up stair$ that I came 
downstairs to get dressed and this paticulm morning, I dropped my pajamas and leaned owr to 
get my shorts and I got my bottom against that gdl and I had the design (chu~kle) all over it Oh, 
I was branded (chuckle). Oh God, he had really fired it up that morning. Peqle  don't knaw 
what cold houses are today. 

END TAPE ONE; SIDE TWO 

Q. You talk about cold houses. How did you cool a house in those days? 

A. Yo, ha, ho, ho. Well, let's put it this way. You know that warm air rises and cold air falls, 
And so what people did in those days, they would put a sheet on the carpets i~ the house and 
they'd open up all the windows and doors and stuff and then you'd wear as fqw clothes as 
possible. You went out on your porches. There wasn't any air conditioning. The people today 
forget that air conditioning was something &r World War 11, and television <was somethiqg else. 



I 

I can't remember if we talked about radio or television. I 

Q. First, let me ask you. Didn't they have fans? 

A. Oh yes, they had fans but nothing like the fans we have today. 

Q. Well, you h o w ,  people wore so many clothes in those days and during hum(d spells like the 
last several weeks, and the starched collars. What did they do? 

A. I don't know what they did. They were crazy. 

Q. What did you do when you were at, say, work? 

A. Work. See my first job was working for the Producers Dairy in the summen time and that 
would have been about driving a milk truck. I just had white trousers and a wwte shirt. I could 
get pretty perspirous, I mean, I'd walk around in clothes that were wet from haulitlg stuff in and 
out and up and down stairways and so on and then what would happen, (chucde) somebody 
would want some ice cream that came in these big tin cans. Four gallons of i c ~  cream in one of 
these big five gallon containers. That's what they put in the soda fountains but why four gallons? 
And the top was empty. That's so that you could dig the last of the ice cream Ipn the can that was 
almost empty and put it on top of the new can that went in. So that's the way you bought ice 
mam. It was four dollars for four gallons in a five gallon can. I remember w@n there was, 
perhaps, half a gallon left in the old container and the ice cream got low, ernpq* then they9s call in 
to get one, particularly on Saturday or Sunday. They 'd call for a new one and you'd move the 
bottom of the old container on to the top of the new one sit it made it difficult for us to reach so 
far further, deeper, into the can. By the end of the day, my shirtsleeves past my elbow would 
smell sour and be sticky, I'd carry an unpleasant odor and look messy in our w h h  uniform 
which, incidentally we paid for out of our $14.00 a week salary, 

Q. And an ice cream cone was how much? 

Q. And a soda ? 

A. Yeah, I guess a soda was ten cents, But I would go into those coolers to get cans of ice 
cream to deliver, and I'd come out of those coolers which where 10 below zero or more, maybe 
20 and I'd have all my clothes that were solid, having Erozen just in the time that I was in . . . 
that's when I got flue a couple of times from it too. In August, YE 
Q. Were there ceiling fans in those days? 

A. Oh yeah. As a matter of fact in those days we had the ceiling fans that a* now so pop)llar 



and you had these little ones on the floor that would move and, . . 
Q, What about offices? They all had that? 

A. 0 Lord. I can remember. . .well when I worked for. . .I worked for both Hrjnry Helmle. . .see 
I started working on Washington's birthday on 1938. 1 was mid-semester gradpate, I think 
we've covered that and I worked for Carl Meyer, and his office was on the ten* floor of the 
Myers' Building and he had a comer office that was West and North, the North West corner of 
the building and we'd open all the windows and get the breeze through as best we could and then 
when I worked later for Henry HelmZe, he had the penthouse which was the elwenth floor on the 
Fhst National Bank. There was no such thing as air conditioning and you'd ju$ open the 
windows and when it was really hot, perspiring, we would take tracing paper a d  make cuffs on 
ow arms, wrap those, so that we didn't perspire and get the perspiration on OW drawings. That 
was a mortal sin to do that because once you got moisture or if we dripped, wa were wore 
headbands on there, the paper would kind of crimp around it and then you'd h4ve to draw. . .it 
was terrible. . .so we were very careful. Our drawing was really slowed down by fighting these 
paper cuffs, you know the bacing paper we had wrapped around. We had to s$ck them on with 
tracing paper with scotch tape and keep towels and paper towels and stuff arowd, Guess we had 
paper towels then. 

Q. I don't think so. 

A. I don't think so, We're talking about the late W e s .  But that was the m$n thing, to keep 
those drawings dry and it was terrible and you could, oh, golly. . . 

Q. What about poUens? Were the pollens as bad? Did people have a problem with breathing the 
way they do today? 

A. I don't think so. If you did, you didn't hear much about it. I don't know. 

Q, The ozone layer right now is very difficult on us, depending who you listep to of course. 

A. Do you have it too? 

Q. Well, everybody. Because the sky is basically clearer and not overcast wilb Mt. Helena's 
ashes and that kind of thing to mask the sun as it did last year. So they say thq ozone layer is 
more damaging to skin and people out in it and so. . . 
A. Oh, I haven't had too many breathing problems or anything like that, but I( do do this, When I 
get in my car in the morning to go someplace, it's not in the garage, I will the little window 
wiper deal that squirts the windshield and give it four or five wipes and surprised at the 
pollen and dust that is acquired from the last time I drove it from the you can see it 
collecting to the side when the windshield . . .and that's the stuff 



Q. What else do you think the kids have missed? 

A. By the way, I worked. . .this was two summers. . . 

Q. For the dairy? 

A. For the Producers Dairy of Springfield which was on the corner of Ninth @ Jefferson Street. 
And I worked on a summer job as a delivery. . .I delivered anything. . .and for sb days a week, 
and that included Saturday and Sunday and I worked from seven in the mornin4 until six at night 
one week and then the next week I worked from twelve noon until twelve at I)ight. That made 
it really rough on you, on Sunday morning y w  switched. Saturdays and Sundays was delivering 
ice-cream and stuff to the family reunions out in the parks. 

Q. Did you have a little car with a bell? 

A. No, no. They were on order and they'd have family reunions and stuff and so we'd take these 
cartons of dixie-cups and whatever they wanted and they were in cardboard boqed but they were 
all packed with ice so the stuff really was hard when it was delivered. The maiq thing was to try 
to find out where to deliver it. If you went out to Washington Park or Lincoln Park and you had, 
say, the "Smith'* reunion there, the best way to find out which one was the f a y  reunion without 
having to walk dl over the park, to find the group there, or the group there, yoq'd look at your 
delivery ticket and decided that if you had fifq dixie cups, so then you'd say, well there's a group 
of about twelve or fifteen people. That's too many for them and you'd try to tr@ck them down. 
And you'd try to. . ,it took a little while to get smart, othewise I walked all ovgr the place to try 
to find. . . 

Q. You walked? 

A. Sure. I mean you parked your truck and then you had to find out where thq group was and 
then you went back and got the box instead of hauling it all over the place. Wh+n you're talking 
about heat, this is a funny night. When I f is t  got down there, that was in the h+ut of the "red- 
light" district and a block away was called the Stag Hotel, a little light outside @d the Stag Hotel 
and the girls would call into the dairy, that was on the corner of Eighth and Jeffbrson. The daixy 
was Ninth and Jefferson and. . .by the way tht girls wore evening gowns there, ey were really. . 
but they would call in about ten o'clock or so for lunch and go in for milk s h q  and pie, cause 
they had a soda fountain and stuff, and they delivered it just about a block away and I did that a 
couple or three times. But the fist time, that was rare. (Chuckle) I knew what It was. And then 
Madame Patton's was just across the street. Those were the high class ones. 

Q. Madame Patton? 

A. Madame Patton. (Spells it,) 



Q. And she was on Eighth Street between Washington and Jefferson on the we/st side of the 
street, but I didn't deliver there very often because they had a regular route guy who took care of 
thcm and the, girls were well fed with butter and cheese and ice cream and all tliat, oh yea, but I 
never saw any of the girls there, but the first t h e  I went to the Stag Hotel therq, I went to the 
back door and it had a big porch on the back, you know, with latices on it. Tha: door was locked 
and I knocked on the door and I yelled, "Order from Producer's Dairy'' and nobody came so I 
beat on the door harder and very shortly a m a t  big woman wrapped in s w a d a g  clothes or 
something like that, it was almost like a silk curtain wrapped around her. Great big gal came to 
the door and her comments. . ,and a dog barking too, a little Boston bull dog (&uckle) she mme 
to the door and said, "What blankety blank SOB is hying to beat down the back porch door? 
(Chuckle) And I said, "I have an order from the Producer's Dairy, and I'm new on the job and I 
just thought I'd bring it to the back door, that I was supposed to deliver there", and she said, "Oh 
honey!'' (chuckle) She turned a hundred and eighty degrees and she said, "Oh honey, you should 
deliver to the side door. That's where the girls are waiting for it, Go around @ere." And tlwt's 
what I did and they had quite a good size vestibule there, and the vestibule was dark and inside 
was sort of a dance floor and very well lighted and there were two or three gab waiting there and 
this one girl, I said. . , what ever her name was. . .and they called her and she c m  in, a little 
short blond gal and a white evening gown, and she stood in that door and she made the most 
gorgeous shadow picture. But she had a full length evening gown which you oould see right 
through with the lights behind so they paid off, and I only did that about two or thee times 
because they decided 'why waist a truck when we have curb boys.' Let them go a block a m y  
and haul it down by hand so I didn't have to, . .then one other night (laugh) it was a great tirne. 
There was a gal by the name of Madge Harnlin and she had a house and she was on Jefferson 
Street, They were all right by the police station and it was a hell of a hot nighq and I even 
remember what was ordered. It was a quart of lemon sherbet and I had a nice little box f m d  up 
with dry ice and I went up there and she was on the second floor, one of those string of steps to 
the second floor. On the second floor there was a screen door up there and I kpocked on the 
screen door, "Producers Dairy" and, "order fiom Producers Dairy", and this gpl came to the door 
and (chuckle) this was the first tirne I had ever faced or seen a girl in her undenvear, I mean I was 
a well protected little boy with no sisters or anything like that not that we wem tenibly modest 
around our house but there was this long legged gal and very scanty panties and a very skimpy 
brazier and high patent bather shoes on. High heels, I mean really high heels, 

Q. No long dress? I 

1 

A. No dress on her. It was hot. (Chuckle) Any rate it was quite . . .I only want there onc 
was some of my.experiences of delivering. Oh, gosh. 

Q. You had a series of interesting jobs. 

A. Yeah, I got $14 dollars a week for that. 

Q. That was good. 



A.. Yeah. It was better than the job I had starting for Carl Meyers. I worked *o months fgr 
nothing there and then $5 a week. 

Q. Did that lead to anything at all. Were you glad to get away from that? I 
A.. Well the main thing 1 had to. . .I mean I was like an intern in a hospital. 1 
Q. It was a job? 

A. I was a graduate in architecture through the University of Illinois right? Tben you had to get 
the experience in an office before you could take the state board exam, so I had to do it, at any 
price and there was no work in those days. 

Q. Let's get back to what else have the kids missed. What do you remember most fondly that 
you're sorry that young people are not experiencing? 

A.. Well, the difference between the young people in my day and the people today is there" an 
automobile. As I understand it, most of the kids today, the moment they're Ween  they've ' 

already had drivers training in high school or something like that and all they're ready to do 1s get 
their drivers licence and get a car. In my day the family had one car, maybe, a d  it wasn't a b w  
one every year either. You could buy in the mid thirties and stuff you could p t  Fords and 
Chevrolets and stuff for $6,7,800, and that was a lot of money. But the fami4y had one c q  and if 
you wanted to go to a dance in high school and borrow the car from the family, why you cleared 
to see if they didn't want to go some place that night and you got the family car, and whenewer I 
went to a dance in high school. . . "did I clear this with you?" The tickets were 50 cents at 
Springfield High School and you may add another fiftv cents and you maybe had another 50 cents. 

Q. And you had a coke date. Besides the car, what are tbe biggest changes y ~ u  most revere in 
your past that they won't see today. Do you think the peer group is a larger *tittition than it was 
in your time? A larger influence? 

A.. Probably, but I would say one of the differences is, today the kids have cas. They don't 
dress up. The only time you see them dressed up is when they have a wedding and they go out to 
Gengridges or whatever you call it and they have the damnest mess of monkey suits. 
Unbelievably, and I was out one time at one of them at White Oaks Mall, and I needed to get a 
cumberbund or something and here were a bunch of kids and they were in cutqoff Jeans and I 
don't blame them for being comfortable and stuff but here they were all gettirg fitted up for a 
wedding and I thought, Oh boy, in these Jeans. From the sublime to the ridicdous or vice or 
versa, I don't know which and so on. But in my day I got. . .I don't know wkther I've told you 
this, but when I was a senior in high school, my father and mother gave me ofders to go d m  to 
Meyers Brothers before Christmas and get myself my first twcedo and they h 4  specials on @em 
and they had tuxedo and shirt and vest and even black sox and even black pa#en leather shoes. 
Dancing shoes that weighed nothing, The leather heels on them were even hcflow so I mew you 



had a heel like this and then underneath was a little thin cap on that so they we# very nice and 
light. I happen to know that because I wore them often. 

I 

Q. Well you also had vests, and gloves and spats and, . . 1 
A. I never had spats. Those were not in my day, but I can remember one tim . .and then when I 
went to college, they got me tails. d 
Q. Did you have a top hat? 1 
A. No I didn't, I had a Homburg. My mother gave me a Homburg and I had at a little later. 
But I can remember going to, I think it was fourteen dances in one Christmas t" eason and I had 
three stiff shirts. Now there was the really McCoy laundry. They really starch them They were 
like a board and wing collars, and I liked those stiff ones, and you'd button thqm in the back I had 
those three shirts and collars were at the laundry the whole time. Now all thol;e fourteen dances, 
they weren't all, some of them were tea dances. Some of them were tea dances but most of them 
at the country club. I 

Q. And you had them in the park at the Pavilion. 
I 
I 

i 

A. The Pavilion. Yeah, they had dances t h e  too. 

Q. Well, there was pride in those days too. 

A, Oh, the girls got dressed up in the evening in long dresses. 

Q. Would you repeat that era in your life? 

A. Sure. 

Q. Would you like to be living that way today? 

A. I'm perfectly happy in a dinner jacket and I have all of the ones that I ever: had. Still exist in 
various sizes. I've got one right now. I got a new one, oh, a couple of years ago. 

Q, So the Sangarno Club has just announced that they dress more casually. 

A. That's for the hot weather. 

Q. Only? 

A. I think so. 



Q. So things are changing because that's one of the last in town. 

A. Yeah, I think that was because of the heat, only. At least a jacket and a tie. Now yesterday 
when I had lunch down there. . .it was a Tuesday. . .we had our first. . .kids w b  were in hi& 
school together who are still around, . . 

Q. Who are they? What do you call it? Have you named it? 

A, Jim Myers started it 

Q. Prairie House Jim Myers ? 

A,. Yes. Huh huh, he started it. See we were al l  in the same graduating class, in '31. And Jim 
Myers, Cliff Hathaway. . .there were six of us. Lloyd Springer who was not i~# class with us but. . 
Q. He's a good friend of everybody. He's three or four years younger isn't he? 

A. But let's see. Oh, Basil Cutrakons. He's the Judge of the, oh, people whg go broke. 
Bankruptcy. He's refereeing banlrmptsy and he travels all over. They won't let him retin. 

Q. What have you decided to do with this group? 

A. We meet for lunch the first Tuesday of each month. It's only been going for three months 
now. 

Q. What do you calk about7 Old times? 

A. Whatever anybody thinks about. Old times. New times. Somebody says, "Say what 
happened to so and so. You guys remember. . .oh yeah, she married and moved away. 

Q, Is that good for all of you? Is it a good feeling to have all these old chum around? 

A. Yeah, it's kind of fun. Of course here's the crazy thing the other day. Qere's one guy whose 
name I can't remember. He's new. I can't remember. He's new and been &ere twice now, but 
here are six now and maybe I told you before. Four of them have hearing aids. The f i t h  one, 
Lloyd Springer, should have and I'm the only guy whose got decent hearing@ the crowd. 
However all the rest have their knees and legs and stuf€ and (chuckle) I don't have knees. 

Q. So you're all breaking down in one way or another but at eighty two w y t  do you expect? 
I 

Q. Oh, I h o w  him fairly well. 



A. You h o w  what he did in W? He was a navigator on a B29 and they m+de 36 trips 
Japan fiom Taipei, Taiwanp Tinian or one a€ those little islands out there. They would fly 
there, bomb Japan, and fly back. Thirty six times and he never got a scratch a q l  I think he sGd he 
used up six airplanes but managed to get them back all shot up with holes in t v m  and every(hing, 
but managed to get back to home base. 

Q. Well, he's a quiet man so you don't hear all this unless you have the opportunity. Did you all 
enjoy doing the Reminiscence of Springfield at the Art Association? 

A. Oh, very much. Got a big bang out of it. Everybody said the boys were mch better than the 
girls. (Chuckle) 

Q. I forget who the girls were, Mary Jane Masters, Jo Sane:. . . 
A. Can't remember the others. 

Q. Time changes our way of life. What comes to mind when you think about kt? 

A, There's a number of things where I can think right off the top. Number o*, we are c e r W y  
a much more afnuent society. In my day I was in high school during the deprasion. I mea@ the 
stock market bust during 1929, 1931 and Gee, people. . .that depression was wrrible. 

Q. Well, your father had a job. 

A. He was a lawyer, 

Q. So he carried through. 

A. He carried through fairly well, but golly there was the old expression, "Br~ther, can you spare 
a dime?" They sold apples on corners. I man it was. . . 
Q. But you see that on street corners today. 

A. Yeah, but there were so many. . .the farmers lost their farms because. . .ten cents a bushel 
corn and they couldn't meet their mortgages on their farms. 

Q. So who bought them? 

A. Some guy who had a couple of buck laid back and bought them for nothisg. 

Q. Not the government? 

A, No, no. 



Q. So they changed hands and families as well? 

A. Huh, huh. 

Q. What happened to these people when they lost their farms? 

A*. I don't how.  That was later when they had the Oakies. Do you rernembw the stories of the 
Oaldes from Oklahoma. God, I can remember in the summerthm going out. . *what summer was 
that in the middle thirties wasn't it or something like that? You could look up s t  the sky in the 
evening as the sun was setting and you could see the yellow soil that was being blown off their 
fields out there. The farms were just blown away. 

Q. What about the locusts? 

A. We didn't have any locusts here. 

Q. When you were in high school, there was a great fire, several great fires. 

A. Oh, there were some honeys of fires, There was the Vrendenburg Mill, pltpling mill which 
was a frame building, which was huge, on the corner of second and Madison 8treet The NE 
corner. It was a huge building, a frame building and it caught fire one night. n a t ' s  when I was 
in Junior College and that burnt right down to the ground, Oh, you could seerit for miles. 
Another one was a mill, a grain elevator that was across from the. . .there wag then the Chicago 
and Alton Railroad and then Amtrack on Tlnird, this was on Third and Adamg there. A great big 
wooden grain elevator, a huge thing and that went up in flames. I was at that one too. Then 
there was the famous Myers Brothers' Building. That was in the late'20 and ;C didn't see that fire. 
It was late at night and then there was the old Armory Building. That was inlabout 1930 ur '31. 
That's where the present State Armory Building is and that went up in flames. That was a 
beautiful old, almost like a castle. Culver had build it and it had round turret$ on the corner and 
stuff. 

Q. Who was Culver? 

A. Culver was the stone mason. I though we maybe had talked about him He was famous for his 
stonework around Springfield as a contractor. There's still a few of them lek and that was a .  . 
.we were out of town. That had to be in August 1930 or '31. 

Q. All right now that brings me to the Sangamon River. How did people gwerally feel about the 
lake etched out of the Sangamon River? 

A. Well, number one, the original Lake Springfield was supposed to have, to be formed by 
dammiag up the Sangamon aver  and the Oak Crest Country Club or someding. You h o w  that 
the golf course that's out on the way to Riverton there. Maybe it's still callqd Oak Crest. That 



was put out there and they even designed a great big club house and stuff becaqse they were 
going to be on Lake Springfield and Carl Meyer even had designed the club hopse for them He 
had the picture in his office there but of course the club house. . .they already lpd the golf course 
and they took a long look at what had happened in Decatur and Lake Decatur vas formed by 
darmning up the Sangamon River over there. The Sangamon River's got the H o d  fork and 
South fork and so on and they were having trouble with the silting, As a matw of fact I thipk 
they had already put three or four feet on top of the dam and of course that m$te all kinds a€ 
trouble with the shore lines and stuff. But over there, the people owned their Qwn shore lines and 
in Springfield, as you know, they lease them so Springfield tried to control. . .$in= it was a water 
supply. Well then they went to the other creeks where they have it now. They abandoned the 
idea of having it on the Sangamon River and so & fifty years now, they've sp$t a few million 
dollars ~rying to dig this silt that's washed into it. 

Q. And with the hope that they can maintab aesthetic surroundings, it's very difficult isn't it? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Was the Electric Power Plant built before or after the lake was built? 

A. Before the lake. The Electric Plant and Water Plant were built at the same t h e  as the lake. 
Springfield got their water from out North of the Fairgrounds. If you go S a n p o n  Avenue, 
beside the Fairgrounds, you go Sangamon Avenue and it swings around. If p u  go straight on 
that road, you go down and run into the river, and down there they had deep weUs for water and 
they had a pumping station down h r e  and that's where our water supply comes kom. 

Q, Did they have a filter system? 

A. They probably had some kind of a filter system. I remember some of the great pumps they 
had down there with fly wheels to pump it out of the ground. 

Q. Did you go down and swim there ever? 

A, In the Sangamon River? Oh God. 

Q. That was a popular place. 

A. If you want to write a history of tragedy, it's the Sangamon River. To chase down all the 
people that have drowned. 

Q. That's been kept very quiet. 

A. Oh, every once and a while so you'll find somebody. 
to. Before Lake Springfield, there was no place to swim 

. ,but they don't swim in it like they used 
i. They had a .  . . 



Q. Rope, and they used to take it out over the river and drop themselves someyhere. (Chuckle) 

A. I'll tell you this. They had camps on the Sangarnon River, In the '20's, thew was a camp 
called Camp Colgan. Now the Colgans were a good Irish Catholic family 
money in coal during the World War I and there was movement called the 
and it was in competition with the Boy Scouts. Have you ever heard 

Q. No. 

A, Do you want me to talk? 

Q. Sure. 

A. So, I can remember the Colgans donated a couple of hundred of acres of l&d for Camp 
Colgan out west and a little bit north of Springfield here. I'm not quite sure I +an find it now but 
the Sangamon River ran around it and they had a sand bar. There was a big cu@e in the river 
there and there was a sand bar and that's where the kids from the camp went down to swim and it 
was, oh, a good block to go down there, and we went down and swam in that damn river and as a 
matter of fact my father lost a younger brother. They had a picnic. This was ears and years ago. 
The kid was 12 or 13 years old, 11 years old, and they had a country picnic. 3h ey lived out on 
the east side of Springfdd and they had a country picnic out there and one af+rnoon all the kids 
went swimming in the river and he drowned. 

Q. Was there a rip tide that made it so dangerous or whirlpools? 

A. Yeah, whirlpools and there were lots of trees and things which fell in the dver and the 
swimmers would get caught in them 

Q. Was there a waterfall of any kind to change the terrain. Was it a rushing fiver? How deep 
was it? 

A. Shallow and deep. It just depended on where you were in it. 

Q. It varied. 

4. It varied, yeah, 

Q. What size boat could you take on it? 

A. Well, how far back do you.want to go? Look at Abe Lincoln who was in a flat boat that came 
all the way up there and got stuck in a dam or a raft. They got stuck on the (8am at Petenburg 
there. New Salen SQ it was much more navigable than it is today. But thaq Camp Colgan. That 
was terrible. My father took me out there one Sunday and then they dumpeQ me there to stay for 



A. Well, you started out every morning. . . I was never a camper anyway, but you started out 
every morning by going to mass in the mess hall. It was a very Catholic organiqtion and they had 
fancy uniforms with purple epaulets on them. 

Q. Did you all feel this way. I mean I always had the feeling that a good CathcQic boy would do 
what he was told and go to church and never complain about it. 

A. Well, he did for a long long time, pretty much until he got a lot of it beaten out of him 
You're not Catholic are you? 

Q. No, I'm an Episcoparian. We won't go into that here! (Chuckle) 

A. Alright. Not enough difference really. Depending on which one. 

Q. But, the lake. 

END TAPE! TWO; SIDE ONE 

Q. Why didn't you like it? 

A. Wayne. 1 don't know his first name, but he was the director of it, and they bid to expand it 
into a national organization or something but for several years and so on, it suldenly fell apart 
because somebody put the finger on the director or master or whatever he waq called. Wayne, 
because (chuckle) he liked little boys and that was the end of the Catholic Boys Brigade. 
(Chuckle) As I remember things about. . . 
Q, The lake. 

A, The lake, yeah. I, . . 
Q. Do.you remember it? Was the town excited with this idea? 

A. There was a certain group in town that were so damn excited that we stood out there at the 
dam the night the water went over the dam. 

Q. The first time? 

A. The first time. My father. . .I think I mntioned my father being here for the first flight of air 
mail. I thinlr I mentioned it, But he was a very very progressive guy for a country boy and he 
was very intmsted in Lake Springfield out there. 



i 
Q. There are some wonderFu1 pictures at the Sangamon Valley Room Have yQu seen them? 
1934'35. 

A. Oh, of course. You see, the water went over in '35 I think. i 
Q. Did it take two years? 

A. Oh they. . .the Sugar Creek that went thmugh there would flood up every often and lhey 
just surveyed it. They estimated what the, flow of water was and how much it take to fdl 
the basin there and where would be the p r o p  place to put the dam. And by $e way, when you 
drive across the dam and go to your house, in the middle of that dam is a core 

Q. A core wall? 

A. A core, In other words, they put. . .so that if the earth was washed away 
they still had that big concrete wall in the middle of the dam underneath the n 
highway there. You go over it every day when you go home. 

Q. I h o w  bridges like the Golden Gate Bridge had these tremendously deep 
That's not what this is? 

A. Yeah. Of course when they put this in that was just farm land. 

Q. You have a change in terraine of about fifty to seventy five feet? 

wal l  of concrete. 

lr anything like that 
Id. Underneath the 

hore pilings. 

A. Now you see, I do know a little bit about this because my grandfather had a hundred and 
twenty acres of land that had been in the family since 1857 or something do- there and it had 
wonderful timber on it and all that and it had a house right in the middle of this 120 acres. Along 
came. . .and he had a marvelous timber there, and God help any tenant who sut down a tree 
without his permission. Along came the lake and they wanted 70 acres of the 120 and you know 
where Virginia Lane is? That was the heart of that 120 and the city paid $108 an acre for it. In 
other words you had a square like this and they took this piece off here (dem~nstrates) and this is 
West Lake Drive over here, down in, and the other 50 from the 70 was in hem and the house was 
right in here, and dad had to fight like the devil with the city to keep the hous  because West Lake 
Drive goes right by it today. 

Q. Is it across the road from the Lake? Is it on the edge of Lincoln Land Community College? 

A. It backs up. . .that's the rest of the story. Along came "Lincoln Land" ard they wanted the 
balance of that fifty acres there and so we fought like the devil. . , 
Q. How did they do that? It was your property? 



A. Oh, Eminent domain, You know for the good of, they can come in and comiemn it That's 
what happens with a l l  these highways. These farmers get chopped in two. 

Q. They buy it They do buy it from them but at a low price, right? 

A. Well, look at it. $108. I think we sold that 50 acres. . ,we only sold them 49 acres by fighting 
and fighting and fighting. We managed to keep the farm house and one acre. And my brother 
and I own that now. It's come down to us and it's a little house. . .you h o w  qhere the 
maintenance area is on the east end of the University. It buts right into that a d  this little acre, 
one a m  with a house on it, my brother and I rent this. 

Q. What's the name of the road it's on? 

A. West Lake Drive. 

Q, Oh, it is West Lake. 

A. 2335 West Lake. It's up high with a lot of trees. 

Q. So what are you going to do with that eventually? 

, A. We rent it. My brother's very sentimental about it. 

Q. Does somebody live in it? 

A, Yeah, huh, huh. 

Q. So let's go back to this. 

A. Oh, wait a minute. You see, I remember all about the Lake Spriu@eld because we used to go 
out there for picnics and Sugar Creek came right across the bottom. . .if yougo down the hill at 
Virginia Lane, you go down to tho water, and right qff their shoreline is some of tbe deepest 
water in the lake, It's about 25 feet deep but that's where the old creek we* right through there 
and we used to go down there and have picnics and gather paw paws and st@ that would grow 
there wild. You h o w  what a Paw is? It's kind of like a little wild banana. 

Q. Why were bananas growing here? 

A. They became a Paw. (Chuckle) But you see, I do know about the Me there because of that. 

Q. How did they determine the size of it? . I know it's 56 miles around. 

A. Yeah. I think they decided. . , a lot of engineering went into it, of courge, and s u m  g to Y 






















































































