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PREFACE |

This manuscript is the product of tape-recorded interviews with retired Architect, Philip Louis
Trutter, and conducted by Eugenia Eberle for the archives of the the University of Illinois at
Springfield.

Philip Louis Trutter was born in 1913, He graduated form the University of I}inois School of
Architecture in 1938 and began working for Henry Helmle and Carl Meyer before opening his
own practice. He is also known for many schools throught Hlinois, his local schools include:
Sacred Heart/ Griffin, Thomas Jefferson, George Washington and the Ben Frapklin Middle
Schools. He has been internationally recognized for the “cottage™ design for the Hope School. A
strong supporter of the Springfield Art Assaciation for which he designed the addition, he has
been an ardent participant in the art programs since he was a small boy and continues to look
forward to each session. He has been internationally recognized, also, for his intricate jig-saw
puzzles and creative art works. Mr. Trutter travelled extensively throughout the world with his
wife and recaps his experiences.. He retired in 1965.

Mr. Trutter was married to Kitty Wilms, now deceased, and is the father of twins Marilyn and
Caroline, has three grandchildren, and is the brother of John Trutter of Chicago.

Eugenia Eberle was raised in Haverford, Pennsylvania, and matriculated with an athletic
scholarship to the Women’s College of the University of Virginia, She earned her BA degree in
History and is currently pursuing a Masters degree in Public History with emphasis on Oral
History at UIS. This activity has earned her two awards from the Illinois State Historical Society.
She gained experience as a journalist writing for the Arab News and gathered Folk and Fairy
Tales for translations into English while living for six years in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia with her
husband, Professor of Pediatric Orthopaedic Surgery at SIU School of Medicine. She has been
active in a broad range of civic activities both in San Francisco and Albuquerque, where she
served on museum boards, fund raising, and in the development of the Auduben Canyon Ranch,
an environmental enclave in Marin County. She is the mother of four grown children.

Readers of this oral history memoir should bear in mind that it is a transcript of the spoken word
and that the interviewer, narrator, and editor sought to preserve the informal conversational style
that is inherent in such historical sources. The Universtiy of Illinois at Springfield is not
responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir nor for the views expressed therein; these are
for the reader to judge.

The manuscript may be read, quoted and cited freely. It may not be reproduced in whole or in
part by any means, electronic or mechanical without permission in writing from the archives of the
University of Hlinois at Springfield.
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Louis Philip Trutter. Architect. May 23, 25, August 3, 9 15, 18, 1995 in his hanc at 1033 West
Vine Street, Springfield, Illinois, 62704.
Eugenia Eberle, Interviewer

Q. Phil, maybe you can begin by telling me where you were born.

A. Oh that’s. . . yes, I'm the apple that hasn’t fallen very far from the tree. (Chuckle). I was born
at 838 South Illinois Street, from there . . .I was born there on July 2, 1913,

Q. Where’s llinois Street? Does it still exist?

A. Oh, it’s right over here, as he points North. South Grand which used to ba, I mean
MacArthur used to be West Grand. We had West Grand, South Grand, North Grand and Bast
Grand and it got too confusing because you had West Grand, you had Southwest Grand and you
had Northwest Grand (chuckle) and then you had South Grand and you still have it and you still
have it and then you had West south Grand and. . .anyway you moved over to, . . Illinois Street is
just west of MacArthur. You go to English, Douglass, Illinois, Park, or Lincoln and then Park.

- Q. Well, you haven’t rolled very far!

A. No, so I went from there, 838 Illinois over to 822 South MacArther today. It was then
Southwest Grand, and from there to 1120 Williams Boulevard. (Chuckle). That’s the house that
mother and dad built. Harvey Stephens lives in it today.

Q. That’s a darling house.

A. We moved there in 19. . .we went to MacArthur in about 1915 and then over to Williams
Boulevard, mother and dad built that about 1924. Carl Meyer was the architect, by the way, and
he did most of the houses around here, and then from there, there was a war which intervened and
stuff and now I'm at 1033 West Vine.

Q. So you haven’ t moved in between? Did you and your wife live and bring your children up on
Williams Boulevard?

A. No, no no. We were married during the war.
Q. So where did you live with your wife and family?

A. Here. We moved in here. . .we came home from Dayton, Ohio. We were married in
Evanston, and then I was working for the air forces. . .




Q. We’ll get to that.

A. .. .but by the way, Kitty’s aunt built this house in 1923. She had no children and when she
died she left it to Kitty, and Kitty had it rented during the war. Her aunt died about 1936 or 7 and
she rented it and the war came along and, I don’t know how deep you want mejto go on. My

father died in 19. ..

Q. Tell me about your father. We’ll get back to your childhood.

A. My father was the. . .where do we start? Let’s get his father here first. Heicame from
Germany and he was one of the boys that came over here right after the Civil War. His name was
Louis Trutter, and they came. . .these kids all got out of Germany about 1867. That was right
after the war, and Bismarck was consolidating all the little principalities into what was going to
become Prussia, so he got ‘em all together so they could start another Franco-Brussian war, and
my grandfather, like all the other kids, were sick and tired of fighting with the Brench and so on.
He was a teenager and so these kids all came over here and they had some relatives who were
already here and so they wound up in Springfield.

Q. By ship?

A. Oh sure.

Q. Do you know the name of the ship?

A. No, haven’t any idea. All I know is he came from the Black Forest area and he was a farmer,
They had vineyards there and he came to Springfield and went into the meat market and poultry
business and he was. . .it was down on. . .oh, his place of business was down in. . .was on 11th
Street and Monroe. That’s where all the business was, down there you know along the railroad.
Q. Do you remember the name of the business?

A. No. But then he got married to a very, very lovely lady by the name of Amelia Himmelsbach.
(Chuckle) '

Q. Another German?

A. Another German. And the Trutter should really be pronounced Trooter, ya. (chuckle)

Q. So was Amelia found here in America?

A. She was here. He didn’t bring her over, and they proceeded to have a fami’y.

Q. Do you know the year they married?




A. No. Iimagine my father was born about nine months after they were ma.rr‘cd; (Chuckle) She.
. .he was number one and they had five boys in a row and dad was the oldest of thirteen. That’s a
lot of kids, but you know in those days. . .after he had the five boys, he decided he’d go back and
be a farmer. It’d be a better place to raise the kids, so they went out east of Springfield on the
Mechanicsburg Road, about three or four miles from Springfield here. The kifls walked to school.
My dad went to St. Peter and Pauls grade school and walked in four miles every day, and they
proceeded to have more kids and so on, and later on my father was a very progressive man. He
was a wonderful guy. He said to his father, he said, “Look dad, you have all these boys now
come along, let’s get some more land,” and the father said, “Oh, no”. . .he called him Paw, and I
could show you a picture of the old boy, (chuckle) what a guy, and he said, “Nope, I have two
hundred acres here, that’s five times as much as I had back in Germany and. . €xcept he didn’t
equate. Forty acres of vineyards to two hundred of grain land in Illinois. He was, I guess, a great
old honest man, a hard working guy. Gave me a quarter once.

Q. What did you do with it?

A. IwishIhad ittoday. I was about. . .he died in about 1923 or something lke that. That was
grandfather Trutter, and my other grandfather died almost at the same time, gmndfather Phil
Michler, that was mother’s father. But anyway, dad, I think he was twenty two or twenty three,
and he thought ‘what’s the future here for me?’ so he went to Springfield looking for a job and
decided there were no jobs to be had, so he went to. . .he borrowed some mongy, fifty dollars, I
think from one of his brothers, they’d been working, thrashing gangs and stuff, I don’t know,
‘what’s the future’, and so he found out about “operazo” Indiana University there, and that was
known as the “poor boys” school. A lot of people went there, and prominent pnes, and he went
there and got a teacher’s certificate and came back to Springfield then and worked the summers
and so on, and he worked his way through, and with his fifty dollars and the little bit that he had,
and he onetime told me what he had, he said he used to press a lot of pants and stuff and cents to
go through school and he came back with the teacher’s certificate and started seaching his first
school. His first school was out at Woodside Country School there and then. . .

Q. What did he teach? Was it in a “Little Red School House?”

A. A “Little Red School House” was what it was. He taught them all, and these kids got good
educations too cause they all had review from the class ahead and the class bekind until you got to
eight or when you went into one. Then you could only look ahead, but then fyom there he went
over to a school on West Washington Street. It’s now been torn down.

Q. What was the name of it, do you remember?

A. Tt was a county school, I don’t remember. It probably had a number or something, and he
taught out there and I've got a picture of it, the school kids stuff here, and thep he won the prize
for the best country school for the county and stuff out there. In the meantimg then, he decided
he wanted to go for law and so he did what a lot of the kids did in those days, he read law. It was




almost an apprenticeship or something like that, or like an internship, and you s# every afternoon
and evening and whenever you were loose you sat and read the Illinois reports J a law office,
someplace and were kind of under the. . .and so he tanght school and then there was a whole |
bunch of them, fellows that were doing it at the same time. Mike Ekstein and J qhn Sneeg. There
were about four or five guys who took the state board exam together and they ppssed together, all
of them. (Chuckle) In the mean time they had girl friends and mother, my mother was a very
progressive woman too, and she wanted to go to the University of Illinois.

Q. What was your mother’s name? -

A. Francis Mischler ( he spells it out) and she wanted to go to the University of [llinois. She
applied for a scholarship without her parents knowing it. Now she was a third daughter of three
gitls in an old German family and she got the scholarship and when the notice ofit came, she was
just tickled to death and she went waving the letter to her family and that caused a riot. No
daughter of theirs, the younger daughter, was going to a state university and get*“ruined.”
(chuckle) Kitty’s father said the same thing to her, almost, cause she graduated from high school.
She skipped.. . that’s another story, but the same thing, an old German family.

Q. The time frame.

A. Yes, but in about 19, . .that would have been in abut 1910 or 11, in there, soishe went to a
teachers’ training school, which they had in Springfield, which was quite a very fine school they
had here. It was out on north 6th Street. There’s a school there, just East of the Art Club, and it
was on the North end of that property, a great big old house, I can still see it. Can probably see
pictures of it.

Q. Still standing? It’s not a part of the Illinois College?

A. No, no, no, it’s not that far. It was just west of. . .I t would have been the 7 or 800 block. I
think the Art Club is 700 or something and it was just East of there on Sixth, Art Club’s between
Fourth and Fifth.

Q. So when did your parents meet then?

A. (Laughter.) Idon’t know whether I should tell you that story or not. Apparently my mother.
. .these are just stories that the family, that you’ve heard from the family. Mother was actually
going with my father’s brothers. They’d go to dances that were held at the Knghts of Columbus
and stuff like that. Of course they were all chaperoned with others, kids and famgly, but it seems
that a big dance came up and the river, . . Uncle Charley was the one, he was om the, out on the
farm there and the Sangamon River, South Fork I think, is at the foot of the hill and you go up the
hill and that’s where the farm was, up there, and I can remember the bridge, or that valley flooded
out where the river came up. I think there’s a sewage disposal plant down thereinow too in that
sort of a valley, and you passed that, and you go up past that and you go up on a‘hi]l, but there
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was a bridge and this bridge was way up in the air but you had to go up like thig (demonstrates)
and then you had to get down so the bridge didn’t get washed, so there was a b‘% storm about like
now and Uncle Charlie, the river came up and he couldn’t get into town cause he had to come in
on a horse and when the automobiles in those days, this had to have been 1908,9, or 10, some
place in there, and 5o he called up, I guess they had a phone, and he got word ta mother and my
father, anyway, cause he couldn’t get in and that is where it started. (chuckle) Now Uncle Charlie
was number three boy, and by the way, he never did marry. A lot of them neves married. I guess
they were scared about fertility, I mean with thirteen kids, (Chuckle) and they ajmost, it was only
two of them who didn’t live. One was a nun and she got pneumonia when she was only twenty
two or three. I think she joined the Ursuline nun maybe, the Ursuline order, and she was way
down the line, and the other one. . .no there was Willy baby who died. Who knews in the country
there. Diphtheria, Typhoid, or something or other, probably diphtheria or pneumonia or
something. And then there was a boy. . .they had a picnic one Sunday and they all went
swimming in the Sangamon River and he drowned in the Sangamon River. He was about
fourteen or fifteen, Course if somebody wanted to write a history of a river, that Sangamon River
and the bodies. . .somebody drowned just the other day, again. Again.

Q. Tell me, what was your father’s name?

A. Frank Louis. His father was Louis.

Q. Did he become a lawyer? Is that what he did or did he teach?

Q. No he was a practicing lawyer and he was an expert on estate work and titlas. In those days
he loved history and he always said abstracts, which we don’t have anymore much. Abstracts

. were marvelous, marvelous family histories from when the land was first acquired, however it was
acquired from the government, Indians or whatever. (chuckle) That was his fee.

Q. Then he had two brothers, Charlie and. . .

A. No, of the thirteen kids, ten of them survived.

Q. When did your father and mother marry?

A. June 27, 1912, Icame along on July 2, 1913 (chuckle).

Q. So you were the first of the two? Did your mother teach for several years or did she continue
to stay home?

A. No she taught. She and Minnie Appleman who became the wife of Mike Elstein and. . .the
girls all went to the training school together while their husbands were getting established. Now
dad probably passed the bar exam in 1909 or something like that and then they had to get
established so they could pay the rent because married teachers were out in those days. It’s gnly
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recently that a female teacher can be married, now it was all right for men, buf teaching was more
or less a woman’s profession and the minute they got married, Out!

Q. Then your brother came along. . .?

A. He came along seven years later. That would have been. . .He was April the 18.
What about 1920? Would that be about right? He was 75 last year.

Q. And what was his name?

A. John Thomas.

Q. And your brother is a. . .what does he do now? What has he been doing over the years?
His occupation was businessman really? /

A. Yes, he was with the telephone company. By the way he graduated from the University of
Hlinais, if you want that. He was going into law and his fourth year of liberal prts. . . they had a
six year course in law instead of seven and so they combined the fourth year of liberal arts, and he
was into that and was a senior when Pearl Harbor came along. Now if they want a history. . .

Q. That played with a lot of people’s lives didn’t it? It changed a lot of peoplg’s lives.

A. He was the guy. He was everything at the University of Illinois that they had. Sage and
Mowanda, Scull and Crest, President of his fraternity, the all-University Dance Committee, the
Student Senate, president of that. The only thing he didn’t get was to be Chief Oliniwick and he
tried out for that because he’s always been interested in Indian lore. (Chuckle)

Q. Now they’ve done away with that haven’t they. They passed a law. . .no, #’s back in?

A. No, no. Ithink they passed a law the other day that they better keep him or this guy Iliniwick
from Oklahoma. . .he’s the one causing all this Indian problem. Causing all the problem out at . . .

Q. Dixon Mounds?

A. Dixon Mounds, yes. By the way, my father took us to the Dixon Mounds in the mid-20's
when it was nothing. . .it had a galvanized iron roof and a bunch of poles just govering it. I
remember that very well.

Q. Well Phil, let’s go back to your childhood. As a child where did you go to school?

A. T went to the Hay Edwards School in the first grade and. . .




Q. That’s about the time your brother was being born too? §

A. That’s right, and then from there they decided, I guess, I should get some. . .over to the St
Agnes School so I went to St. Agnes from second through the sixth grade with sixty five kids in a
classroom.

How many nuns?

One nun to run the classroom with a great big ruler. I shouldn’t go into that.

Did she use it on you?

Everybody. One little whisper and whop, whop with those great big rulers.

They really had control in those days though.

> O ¥ 0 » O

. Yes, they were doing more controlling than teaching. I gota good education because of my
mother and father and I guess the kids there, a lot of them went on to do things in spite of
everything and then they built Blessed Sacrament and I went there in the seventh and eighth
grades and they only had forty in the classroom there.

Q. So you learned more maybe?

A. Yes, and they were cracker-jack teachers. Old father Terrant started that. He hand picked the
teachers to be over there and. . .

Q. So because your brother was quite a bit younger did you play with each other? Did you know
each other early on or were you like only chikiren for many years?

A. Well we got along all right, we didn’t have the usual fights, I was (chuckle) too much bigger-
by seven years. Oh, by the way, my brother there at the University of Illinois was the guy. . .he
was president of the student senate or something. The day after Pearl Harbor, when the student
body all met, of course Pearl Harbor was on a Sunday afternoon, and on Monday they all got
together in Huff gymnasium. They had a big student rally on where were we gping, so he
represented the student body talking to the kids. I mean he was a big shot on the Illinois campus,
he always had been, and so then he went on and graduated in June. He’d been ip the cavalry, in
ROTC and he probably liked the boots that they wore, the uniforms, and also that the horses
knew the commands and he didn’t have to walk, (chuckle) and it was quite something to be in the
cavalry in those days.

Q. What about yourself? Did you. . .after St.Agnes and Blessed Sacrament. . .

A. Oh, one more thing about the dear brother. He graduated with, with one hynd he got a sheep


































































































































































































































