
Preface 

Thia manuscript is the  product of a tape  recorded i n t e r v i  conducted by 
R. C, Rhodes f o r  the Oral History Of £ i c e  of Sangamon S t a t  Universi ty on 
December 28, 1972 i n  Spr ingf ie ld ,  I l l i n o i s .  Chris Skoczy k i  t ranscr ibed 
the  tape and Susan Jones edi ted  the  t r ansc r ip t .  

Ray Tombazzi was born i n  Cordenons, I t a l y  on December 4, i 1 02. H e  s t a r t e d  
t o  work in  the  coal  mines i n  1918 i n  Tilden,  I l l i n o i s  as a coal  loader. 
He a l s o  worked a s  a mule d r i v e r ,  then as a general  u t i l i t y  man u n t i l  1922 
when he worked i n  the coal  f i e l d s  i n  Benton, I l l i n o i s .  In  1932 he was 
promoted t o  the pos i t ion  of motorman. In  1934 he went t o  Washington, D.C. 
and organized WPA workers. Between mining jobs, M r .  Tombapzi worked i n  
Detro i t  i n  the  auto industry. He was a l s o  involved i n  numerous con t rac t  
negot ia t ions  f o r  the coal  miners. Mr .  Tombazzi died on August 8, 1980. 

Readers of t h i s  oral h i s t o r y  memoir should bear i n  mind t h a t  it is a 
t r a n s c r i p t  of the  spoken word, and t h a t  the  interviewer,  na r ra to r  and 
ed i to r  sought t o  preserve the  informal, conversational s t y l e  t h a t  i s  
inherent  i n  such h i s t o r i c a l  sources. Sangamon S t a t e  Universi ty is not 
responsible f o r  the f a c t u a l  accuracy of the  memoir, nor fo r  the  views 
expressed there in ;  these  a r e  f o r  the  reader t o  judge. 

The manuscript may be read, quoted and c i t e d  f ree ly .  It m+y not be 
reproduced i n  whole o r  i n  p a r t  by any means, e l ec t ron ic  or1 
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Ray Tombazzi, December 28, 1972, Spr ingf ie ld ,  I l l i n o i s .  

R. C. Rhodes, Interviewer. 

Q: We're reminiscing about your a f f i l i a t i o n s  with the  coaL mining industry 
and the  unions. F i r s t ,  M r .  Tombazzi, would you s t a t e  your name and v i t a l  
s t a t i s t i c s  and t e l l  us where you've mined and what jobs you've held as a 
miner and a s  a union o f f i c i a l ?  

A: My name is Ray Tombazzi. I s t a r t e d  i n  a coal  mine i n  1918 i n  Tilden, 
I l l i n o i s  a s  a coal  loader with my f a t h e r  i n  the  entry. I worked there  
about a year loading coal ,  then I got  t o  dr iv ing a mule, then I was a 
general  u t i l i t y  man: cleaned rocks, cleaned roads, made switches, drove 
mules, trapped and rode t r i p s .  Then I worked down i n  the  gmall coal  
f i e l d s  u n t i l  about 1922 i n  t h e  mines of Benton. I went t o  Taylorvi l le ,  
I l l i n o i s  and I was engaged i n  s o l i d  shooting i n  Taylorvi l le -mine  No. 50, 
Peabody Coal Company. From t h e r e  1 went t o  dr iv ing a mule i n  mine No. 
58. Rode t r i p s  and run a motor.  hat's about the  s i z e  of i t ,  then I 
went t o  No. 9. 1 was blackballed i n  [mine No.] 58 i n  1929 and then I 
went t o  work a t  No. 9 and went as a t r i p  r ide r .  Then t h e  strike broke 
out  i n  1932. I worked the re  a s  a t r i p  r i d e r  and I think 1 was a motorman 
when the  mine went on s t r i k e .  

Q: Motorman? That 's s o r t  of a dangerous job, i s n ' t  i t ?  

A: No. I t 's  on haulage. No, f a t a l i t i e s  among motormen i 
It's more t r i p  r i d e r s  than coal  diggers. They're more exp 
than motormen. 

Q: Did you have t o  join t he  union a t  the  same t i m e  you s t a r t e d  mining? 

A: Def in i te ly ,  yes. In my day when you f i r s t  went i n t o  the  nine,  you 
went i n  a s  an apprentice. You only got  ha l f  a turn-I forgot  t o  embody 
t h a t  i n  my statement. That meant t h a t  i f  the  turn was s i x  ca r s ,  you and 
your f a t h e r  could load nine. That 's a l l  you were e l i g i b l e  for .  After  
you received your mining papers, then you were a full-fledged coa l  miner. 
Then you got  the  f u l l  turn. 

Q: How long was i t  before you got the  mining papers? 

A: I bel ieve  a t  t h a t  time you worked two years as an apprentice. Then 
you made an app l i ca t ion  f o r  your mining papers and then you were a Eull- 
fledged miner. 

Q: That came from the  s t a t e ?  

A :  Yes, you were examined by a s t a t e  mine examining board. 
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Q: Would you have t o  go before  them o r  would they come oqt t o  the  mines? 

A: No, i n  those days you had t o  go and take  an examinat ig .  They would 
give you an o r a l  o r  wri t ten.  I don' t  remember exact ly  hoq i t  was, but I 
bel ieve i t  was wr i t t en  i n  my day. They asked you ques t io  
v e n t i l a t i o n  and d i f f e r e n t  f a c e t s  of the  mine t h a t  you sho 
acquainted with i n  the  two years t h a t  you worked. 

Q: What was the  purpose of t h a t  regula t ion?  

A: It was the  s t a r e  law t h a t  an apprentice couldn't  go i o the  mine 
without h i s  fa ther .  He had t o  have somebody t h a t  had lcno&xlge of Working 
the  face. You couldn' t  go t o  the  face  without an experien ed coal  miner 
so you had t o  be an apprent ice  f o r  two years. Then he cou 1 d ge t  h i s  
papers and he could go i n  by himself o r  he could s ign  up fb r  some other  
apprentice,  which I had done i n  my time. Then he worked u ti1 he served 
up h i s  apprenticeship and then he would have t o  go before 
g e t  h i s  papers. I f  he passed, then he would go back t o  the  mine u n t i l  i t  
was time t o  take  another examination. 

Q: As  f a r  a s  you can remember, t h i s  has always been i n  miming? 

A: Yes. 1 think it became a law i n  1904. I think t h a t ' s  when t h e  
l e g i s l a t u r e  passed it. 

Q: What caused t h i s ?  A mining accident? 

A: Y e s ,  I b e l i w e  i t  was. I don' t  know the  nature  of what prompted them 
t o  do it,  but it was one of the  f a c e t s  i n  the  lawmaking th+ t  had t o  be 
done, I guess. 

Q: When you s t a r t e d  mining, what did you think the  coal  u t ion  stood f o r  
a t  t h a t  time? 

A: The coal  union was f o r  the  betterment of men's wages a ld  conditions. 
Under the union we were led  t o  believe-which i t  was--that i f  you d idn ' t  
have someone t o  r e l ay  your grievances, you were a t  the  meray of the  coal  
operator  o r  whoever your employer was, without any redress. I f  you were 
union, you would take up your case with the  p i t  committeeman who was your 
representat ive-- that 's  the  f i r s t  plateau--and then i f  he d ldn ' t  agree, 
you could take it up with the  president .  I f  the  president  d idn ' t  agree, 
you could take it up with the  board member who was a representative of 
your d i s t r i c t .  Then they would go through the  group board and i f  they 
d idn ' t  agree t o  your problem there ,  they would take i t  up with the  j o i n t  
group board . 
Q: After  the  j o i n t  board, what happened? 

A: I f  the j o i n t  board d idn ' t  agree on i t ,  they would send it  t o  an 
a r b i t r a t o r .  H i s  dec is ion  was supposed t o  be f i n a l ,  but it was very 
seldom well-accepted because i t  seems aa though he predomiqantly went 
agains t  the  workers f o r  some reason. That was about the  essence of the  
case. 
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Q: In t h e  ea r ly  days, what was the  percentage of cases twt got a l l  the  
way t o  the  top and j u s t i c e  was done? 

A: Percentage-wise I j u s t  couldn't  pin i t  down. In  my d l  
was a board member here, I 'd  say 10 percent of the  cases t 
grievances t h a t  came within t h e  mine came t o  me. 

Q: So you're saying t h a t  the  remainder, 90 percent,  had F 
cause on the  one side f o r  the  problem as the re  w a s  on the  

A: No, they would sett le between the  committeeman and the 

Q: Oh, i t  was s e t t l e d  before i t  got  t o  you? 

A: Yes. Before it got t o  m e ,  i t  was s e t t l e d  local ly .  

t r i c t ,  when I 
a t  were ac tua l ly  

obably a s  much 
pposi te  s ide? 

president  . 

Q: You said e a r l i e r  t h a t  the  union was the re  t o  settle thpse grievaqcea 
and arguments t h a t  cropped up. Now, as you look back, do pou think your 
ea r ly  views of the  union were accurate? 

A: Defini tely.  It was the  only recourse we had t o  get  a* j u s t i c e  
because, as I sa id  before, we -re a t  the mercy of the  c o 4  operators. 
You would have no grievance cotmuittee t o  take your problem to--no one. 
O f  course, l a t e r  on the  l e g i s l a t i o n  was enacted i n  ~ o o s e v e & t ' s  term: The 
Wagner A c t  which gave us more leeway. Then t h e  National Wbor Relations 
Board s t ressed more on unions. W e  had a r i g h t  t o  organizeb which h e ~ e t o f o r e  
w a s  a hard thing t o  do. It was on the  s t a t u t e  books but n 
give us any support on them u n t i l  Roosevelt came in. 

Q: Has the  purpose of the  union changed any between the  t e when y m  
f i r s t  became a member and the  present day union, o r  have t ey bas ica l ly  

t h a t  of 1924 o r  19252 

k 
remained the  same? What's the  d i f fe rence  between the  uniofl of today and 

I 

A :  I 'd  have t o  c l a s s i f y  the  union of my day and the  union of today--the 
union today is a dues co l l ec t ing  agency. That is it's p r e  a l e n t  . . . I 
don't see any unionism a t  a l l  comparable t o  my days of min ng--no, not  
one io ta .  It's j u s t  a dues co l l ec t ing  agency. Take fo r  i s tance  ( the  
Teamsters Union and the  Miners Union). It seems li l te  the  1 igger they 
get ,  the  bigger th ieves  they are. For instance,  t h e  Teamsters Union: 
Tobin was in prison, Hoffa was in prison. There's so many t h a t  I j u s t  
can' t  name them a l l ,  The j u s t i c e  department has got  more cases pending 
on shakedowns of contrac tors  and coal  operators and every f a c e t  of industry 
t h a t  is subject  t o  blackmailing o r  whatever category you wqnt t o  put them 
in. No, unionism today i s  nothing compared to  what i t  was, i n  our days. 
In  our days a union member would be disciplined and reprin 
used t o  be fined f o r  abrogating t h e  coqs r i tu t ion  o r  the  by 
they seem t o  do anything they want--there a r e  no r e s t r i c t i  
the  union today is  a farce.  

mded. They 
.aws ; today 
Ins. I 'd  say 

Q: You remember John L. Lewis, don' t  you, Ray? 

A: Y e s ,  I do, very d i s t i n c t l y .  
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Q :  Could you describe John L. Lewis? 

A: I had one occasion with him. It was a meeting i n  19291 o r  1930. 
There was an in te rna t iona l  representa t ive  by the  name of q n d y  W i l l i a m s .  
I was blackballed by t h e  Peabody Coal Company and I encoumered Mr .  
Williams a t  the  Leland Hotel standing on the  corner. He qked  me where I 
was going and I sa id ,  "Well, I ' m  looking fo r  work." And + sa id ,  "Why 
don't  YOU come and work with me?" H e  says, "1 think I caq ge t  you a job. 
I ' m  i n  the  southwest--Oklahoma and Arkansas." And he sayq, "1 need some 
help down there." He says, ' m y  don't  you go up and see J(ohn L. He's i n  
town a t  t h e  Leland Hotel." "Well, l1 I said, "By God, I ' ve  turned hlm down 
a couple times but I ' m  desperate. I ' l l  go up and have a mlk with him." 

So 1 went up on the  four th  o r  f i f t h  floor--he had a whole s u i t e  of rooms 
up there--and a s  soon a s  I got  off  the  e levator  two men gmbbed me  and 
shook me  down. I resented t h a t ,  but there  was nothing I ciould do. X 
went down t o  h i s  room and two more men shook me down agaiq, then I went 
i n  and seen John. M r .  Williams introduced me t o  Mr. Lewis and M r .  Lewis 
proceeded t o  t e l l  m e  t h a t  they needed young men like me--9ung and 
aggreosive with a union spirit--and they should s t ay  with* the  realms of 
the  union instead of f igh t ing  from the  outside. Of course, I 'd  been 
f igh t ing  him on the  outs ide  fo r  some time. 

He sa id  t h a t  M r .  W i l l i a m s  had highly recommended m e  to  h i q  and t h a t  be 
agreed t o  let me go with M r .  Williams t o  work. M r .  Kenn*, I think, was 
the  secretary-treasurer  a t  t h a t  time and he would advance ,me some mooey 
t o  go down with. But he sa id ,  "You must remember t h a t  yoq've got to  s t ay  
i n  your fa the r '  s house.11 W e l l ,  I resented t h a t  and I jusq to ld  him, 
"Well, I don' t  think I ' ll  accept it." So I l e f t  him on t se grounds and 
never did go. T 
Q: You say the  man's name was Bandy Williams? 

A: They ca l l ed  him Bandy. H e ' s  from Taylorvi l le  o r i g i n a i l y  and was the  
in te rna t iona l  representat ive.  He t r i e d  t o  ge t  m e  before. John Lewis 
would have his representa t ives  out  and anybody tha t  would kget a thorn i n  
h i s  aide, he'd t r y  t o  ge t  them in. 

Q: What was down i n  Oklahoma--coal mines? 

A: Oh, yes. Coal mines were down i n  the  southwest--it w;ls Arkansas and 
Kansas. We had a fel low from Kansas come up here and he died of a broken 
heart .  He was the  president  of the  o u t f i t  down there. Don't you remember 
Howa t? 

Q :  I thought t h a t  was the  name of the  fel low t h a t  was laqer the  l i e f t e n a n t  
governor of Colorado. Wasn't his name Howat? I 

A: They brought him up a f t e r  John Walker stepped out,  't you remember 
tha t?  
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A: I n w e r  saw him again, but Congressman Fr ies ,  who was $he former 
she r i f f  of Macoupin County and l a t e r  on was elected l e g i s @ t o r ,  was a 
personal f r iend of mine. Then he was elected t o  Congress pnd he went t o  
Washington. H e  ca l l ed  up from Washington and asked me  t o  bave a meeting 
with him. He wanted m e  and a fel low by the  name of John @ t t u e l l o  t o  
have a t a l k  with him. I to ld  him t h a t  he'd have t o  get  a  bold of Battuel lo 
himself because 1 had no way of contacting him, and I douqt i f  I could 
e h t i c e  him t o  come and t a l k  because he was more on the  r a d i c a l  s i d e  than 
I was and h i s  theor ies  d idn ' t  coincide with mine. 1 was p s i t i v e  t h a t  I 
couldn't  ge t  him t o  come and t a l k  t o  us because he abhors p o l i t i c i a n s  
anyhow. I sa id ,  "You'll have t o  make t h a t  s tance  y o u r s e l ~ . t '  

II 

I came up here i n  t h e  St. Nick Hotel with Fr ies  and he t o w  m e  t h a t  John 
L. L e w i s  wanted me t o  go along with him. He to ld  m e  t h a t  lJohn L. Lewis 
ca l l ed  him i n  h i s  o f f i c e  and asked him i f  he could do a n y q i n g  with me 
and John Battuello.  He sa id ,  "Maybe I can do something wqth Tombazzi but 
I don't  think I can do anything with Battuello,  but I'll qry." And then 
he up and to ld  m e  t h a t  he sent  a cab over t o  Taylonr i l le  Ep come and ge t  
m e  and to ld  m e  t h a t  he wanted t o  go along with John L. Leas. O f  course 
I was with him and had dinner with him and I got  here about e igh t  and I 
d idn ' t  ge t  home u n t i l  about two t h a t  morning. He was pe re i s t en t  t h a t  I 
give in and go along with Lewis. F r ies  himself had picked up the  joy 
t h a t  I should have because I ' d  lobbied over here a t  the  st4ate house 
before. Frank knew t h a t  I could mix p re t ty  w e l l  with the  l e g i s l a t o r s  and 
t a lk  on problems concerning the miners. F r i es  suggested @ a t  Lewis would 
put me in a s  a lobbyis t ,  which Lewis agreed--but I wouldn'lt agree. I 
turned it down. Frank sa id  t h a t  he would send my a i rp lan  t i c k e t ,  but  I 
t o l d  him it  was no use because I wasn't coming to  Washing 

Q: This was i n  what year? 

A: That happened i n  1934. 1'd been the re  before t o  Wash gton. I 
organized WPA workers and we were working f o r  22 cents  a  $ u r  even the re  
i n  Taylorvil le .  I ' d  wrote t o  Frank F r i e s  about my case a+ t o l d  what my 
p l igh t  was. He sa id ,  "You get  your papers ready and comeyp here. I'll 
take you r i g h t  up to  the  WPA administrator." I got  therejon a Wednesday-- 
I ' d  come i n  a t  e igh t  on the  bus and by t e n  I was i n  the  ~ $ 4  adminis t ra tor ' s  
of f ice .  Frank sa id  t h a t  he was going home Friday and the4e was no need f o r  
m e  t o  go home on the  bus. He sa id ,  "Why don't  you r i d e  hcpe with me?" When 
I came home t o  Taylorvi l le ,  the WPA administrator  was here waiting f o r  me. 

I n  two months I had the  prevai l ing  r a t e  of wages i n  a l l  the respect ive  
c lass i f i ca t ions .  From 22  cents  an hour, t h e  cement f i n i s e r s  got 80 
cents ,  the  carpenters  got  85 cents ,  t h e  common laborers  6& cents--e erybody 
in t h e i r  respective c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  got  t h e i r  wages. We Jlsed t o  ge t  $44 
a month. We got  22 cents  a  hour. I don't know how many Wurs  t h a t  nvolves; 
I think 5% days a week per month. So when we made our $44, we'd moo l i g h t  a t  
something else. That's what F r ies  did fo r  me, I guess hq thought t a t  he 

I i could g e t  m e  t o  go along with John L. Lewis, but I turned \him down. I 

Q: How was Fries a f f i l i a t e d  with the  government? 
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A: He was a congressman i n  out  respect ive  d i s t r i c t ,  a t  t*t rime the  
apportionment put him i n  our d i s t r i c t .  He was representa ive  i n  Macoupin 
County. He was s h e r i f f ,  then he was representa t ive ,  then e run f o r  
Congress, he went by leaps  and bounds. 

9h 
Q :  How long was he i n  Congress? I 
A: He d idn ' t  s t ay  long; I think he went two terms. I 
Q: Going back t o  Lewis, do you think he was a good labor leader? 

A: I ' d  say he was ru thless .  H e  had a l o t  of strong-arms i n  the  f i e l d .  
Anybody t h a t  gave him any trouble,  he'd send out h i s  squad and put them 
i n  line. I f  the  l o c a l  union d idn ' t  go along with the  provisional  
government, he took away the  autonomy from the  l o c a l  unioq. He was 
ru th less  but he d id  some good; he got  more pay and he set up the  welfare. 
He had the fores ight .  O f  course, a  l o t  of l i t t l e  operatom took t h e '  axe 
from him, There was no quest ion about the  i l l u s i o n  between the  oper t o r s  
and the  union. A l o t  of people would take i s sue  with me,  but I s t i l  
maintain t h a t  the  l i t t l e  operators went [out ]  by the  col lqs ion of t h ,  big 
operators of the  union. 

i 
Q: Did you know Lewis when he was mining in Panama? 

A: A l l  I knew was t h a t  I went down t o  h i s  l o c a l  and had vim hold t h e i r  
dues i n  obeisance, but it  wasn't the  next meeting t h a t  thqy voted it  back 
again. He and h i s  brother were working a t  the  Cosgove-Maqn Coal Company. 
He was the  president  of the  l o c a l  and h i s  brother was sectetary-treasurer .  
I was one of them; the re  were th ree  of us went down t h e r e l t h a t  night  and 
they voted. O f  course i t  was a small crowd but n w e r t h e l  ss they voted 
t o  hold t h e i r  dues i n  obeisance. But I don't  think they l i p p e d  one 
payment, I 

1 
I 

Q: That's a  long way from Paoana t o  the  head of the  nat idnal  union. 

Q: He made i t  in a r e l a t i v e l y  shor t  time, d idn ' t  he? 

A: My reco l l ec t ion  is t h a t  somebody died along the  way. wasn't i t  White? 
I don' t  remember j u s t  how Lewis stepped up the  ladder. 

Q: Could you give me some more comparisons o r  con t ras t s  between the  two 
unions, the  Progressive Mine Workers and the  United Mine Vorkers? 

A: A l l  of the  l o c a l  unions i n  the Progressive Miners had t h e i r  auto omy 
and they took up t h e i r  cases and t h e i r  contrac t  a s  they wre suppose t o  
and they would get recognit ion when they took up t h e i r  cage through 
d i f f e r e n t  channels. But the  mil i tancy of the  Progressive Miners 1 
deter iora ted  too, i n  t i m e ,  because the re  got  t o  be more o f ice seekeis  
than the re  was pr inc ipa l  union leaders. Claude Pearcy, t e f i r s t  president ,  
t r i e d  t o  run a second t ime.  He ca l led  m e  in to  the  o f f i c e  and asked we i f  I 
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I wouldnt t go along with him and he'd take ca re  of me. I paid,  " ~ o u ' r e  
t a lk ing  t o  the  wrong par ty  because I wouldn't vote fo r  you fo r  nothing 
now." Our re la t ionsh ip  f e l l  off  quick. 

Anytime he wanted anything i n  Taylorvi l le ,  Pearcy would 
wouldn't t r u s t  the  others. He'd always c a l l  m e  o r  a £ e l  
of George Ritchie,  but he wouldn't t a l k  t o  Stanley. Sta  
president  of t h e  amalgamated l o c a l  and I was the  vice-pr 
[Stanley] confided i n  m e  and I f i n a l l y  exposed him, He on t h e  Peabody 
payroll--the president  of our amalgamated local .  To a v o q  any confusion 
I to ld  him, "If you don' t  res ign today, I ' m  going t o  expo* you." Sa he 
did. For a long time Jack Stanley was scared t o  death thq t  X was going 
t o  blow it out ,  but  I never did. Argus to ld  m e  himself,  l q ~  sa id ,  "Your 
president  is on our payroll." And I sa id ,  "I wouldn't d o d t  it." I 
didnt  t dispute  h i s  word. 

Of course, they blew up h i s  house and made a l i t t l e  show af it. They 
bombed my home twice and I got shot  once. I 've  been incaNerated  I don' t  
know how many times--$385,000 worth of bonds. I was a bodrd member here  
i n  t h i s  d i s t r i c t .  I used t o  go t o  John Mezo's out on Jefqerson St re+t .  
I used t o  go the re  because John was from Kincaid and I knqw him and lpis 
wife. And I go i n  the re  frequently and take a f e w  drinksd There was a 
g i r l  in the re  who was always making a pass a t  m e  and somewdy i n  the re  
to ld  me, "That g i r l  wants t o  ge t  with you." I sa id ,  "We13 h e l l ,  she 's  a 
streetwalker." She kept  making passes a t  me  and drove by and sa id ,  "Hello." 
So f i n a l l y  I got with her. I went with her about s i x  monqhs. I always 
suspected she was a plant ,  but she became infatuated withjme. I w a s  i n  
the  h o t e l  one night  and I to ld  her ,  "You're a streetwalkeq and I ' m  an 
o f f i c i a l  of the  union--not t h a t  I ' m  any b e t t e r  than you bqcause I ' m  about 
as bad a s  a renegade. I ' m  a whoremonger and everything else a s  f a r  as 
t h a t  is concerned." But I s a i d ,  "You being a streetwalke and me walking 
the  s t r e e t s  with you and holding t h i s  o f f i ce ,  I j u s t  can' do it. I can ' t  
go with you." And by God, one night  she committed suic ide  i n  my room. I 
think she was a p lant ,  but it  backfired on them. She got 
me. 

Q: From your d l£  fe ren t  vantage points ,  you s a w  the  mine dar  developt 
Taylonr i l le  seemed t o  be p r e t t y  much of a f o r t r e s s  fo r  th$ United M i  e 
Workers. The Progressives r e a l l y  d idn ' t  g e t  in to  Taylom4l le  l i k e  t k ey 
got i n t o  Springfield,  Gi l l e sp ie  and tk other  towns. Wer4 the  Progr s s ives  
organized in Taylorvi l le?  f 

1 

A: Oh yes,  def in i t e ly .  We were strong but the  element fqom the  outbide 
came i n  and took our jobs. Then gradually the  hornetowner8 were invekgled 
in to  going back t o  work. Of course I tried i n  1936, but there was no way; 
we weren't making any headway with the  miners. We were a t  a s t a n d a t i l l .  
We would have whipped them i n t o  submiasion i f  the re  hadn't been any 
colluaion with Lewis and t h e  Peabody Coal Company. We had them going our 
way but the  United Mine Workers . . . I know a t  one timejJack Glasgow, 
who was a sub-dis t r ic t  president  of t h e  Taylorvi l le  
who w a s  the  vice-president,  and some other  guy went up to  
going t o  k i l l  him. I to ld  him by God, he b e t t e r  take a r 
they were going t o  k i l l  him. They went up there. They t 
Argus j u s t  shook and c r i ed  and did  everything. Argus was 
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superintendent of the  Peabody Coal Company. He was t a l k i r g  negot ia t ions  
with Stanley and he even had a conference with Pearcy and  stan an ley and I 
think Keck was t he  secretary-treasurer .  He was whipped i q t o  submission. 
The United Mine Workers throwed so much money i n  the re  and it turned 
about f a c e - i t  was a l l  l o s t .  They was on the  verge of s i  

Q: Where did the  money come from? i 
A: It came f r w  the  United Mine Workers. John I. Lewis 4s in  a s  t reasurer .  
Lord knows how much money was ohrowed in. They had so ma@ men on the  
payroll .  The coal  company wasn't producing any coal  a t  a$l  and, of 
course, the re  was a l o t  of sabotage going on cos t ing  the  w a l  company a l l  
k inds  of money. The r a i l r o a d s  were being stopped a t  a 103 of places,  We 
had the  m i l i t i a  from 1930 t o  about 1934, four years  they bad t he  m i l i t i a  
in. 

Q: Almost continually.  

A: Oh yes, d e f i n i t e l y .  You might c a l l  i t  four years  of q i l i t a r y  ru le .  
W e  had about two weeks of marshal law the re  when they ar rqs ted  so many. 

Q:' Who was commanding the  m i l i t i a ?  Was it out  of Spr iugl ie ld  o r  was i t  
out  of seve ra l  d i f f e r e n t  places? 

A: Colonel Davis was the  guy frwn Carbondale. He was thg general o r  t h e  
commander and they had a l l  kinds of captains.  They had ma up before t h e  
m i l i t a r y  cour t  a l l  the  t i m e  but I d i d n ' t  pay any a t t e n t i o  . I remember 
Bojeans from Peoria and Meachum from Decatur, who was my & p a i n  a t  the  
CMPC camp. That was years ago. Then they brought down a l m i l i t i a  group 
from Chicago one time. They w e r e  a l l  union men and they dtayed a week 
and they took them r i g h t  out. Hell, t h e  Chicago m i l i t i a  o t  t o  knocking 
them scabs r i g h t  and l e f t  and ra id ing  t h e i r  homes. They id a turnabout 
f ace  quick. They got  out of t h e r e  r e a l  quick. I 

Q: Where did the  scabs come from? I 

A: They were recrui ted  from West Virginia,  Kentucky and 4labama. They 
s o l i c i t e d  from a l l  over; they had agenta going out  and reqru i t ing  men t o  
come t o  work not  knowing what they were ge t t ing  in to .  Thqy gave the  a 
cock and b u l l  s tory-- i t  wasn't what they thought it was a$ a l l .  I t lked 
t o  a l o t  of them and they sa id ,  "They d i d n ' t  t e l l  us  therg  was a war here  
o r  anything."? Because they kept  it  out  of the  papers. mere was so e 
excerpt o r  something on the  back page whereas here  it was on the  f r o  t 
page of the St. Louis papers. The Chicago papers d idn ' t  Play i t  up 
much but -- St, Louis Post-Dispatch d id  and a l l  t he  l o c a l  pagers. They 
played it up p r e t t y  big,  There was about twenty some t h a t  was murde ed 

bombed and a l o t  of them shot ,  r i o t s  in the  streets and a l l  kinds of 

bombed twice, I got  beat  up once down i n  Franklin County4 they took 

t O 

and I don' t  know how many homes were bombed. They had a t torneys '  [homes] 

p i s t o l  ba t t l e s .  I got  shot  once here,  go t  a b u l l e t  i n  my l e g  and I got  

down the re  and l e f t  me f o r  dead. 

Q: When was t h a t ?  






















