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PREFACE

This manuscript was made possible by a grant from the I1linoig Bicentennial
Commission. Tt is the product. of tape-recorded interviews conducted by
Barbara B. Herndon for the Oral History Office in the spring pf 1974.

LaDonna Monge transcribed the tapes and Barbara Herndon edited the transcript.

Anna Louise Tittman, born in Springfield, Illinois on September 22, 1884,
and was a menber of the 1906 graduating class of nurses from Ppringfield
Hospital Training School, the predecessor of Memorial Hospitafl School of
Nursing.  After completing the two year training course in Sppingfield,
she continued with post graduate work in pediatrics at Johns Hopkins, the
Boston Floating Hospital, and Bellevue Hospital in New York. | She worked
for five summers on the Boston Floating Hospital as a post griduate student,
ward head nurse, instructor of post graduates, assistant supgrvisor of
nurses and admitting officer. In June 1923 she recelved her B.S5. degree
and certificate of Organization and Supervision of Public Heagjlth Nursing
from Teachers College, Columbia University, New York. :

Six years of private duty, both general and pediatric nursing]l, were
followed by responsible positions in national nursing organizptions in
Illinois and New York. In spite of the many honors she receljjed, among
her fondest memorles is an early job as public school nurse Springfield.
Her nursing career spammed a long and important era in the prpf6381on, and
took her around the world on interesting assignments.

Readers of this oral hlstory memoir should bear in mind that fit is a
transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, ptor and
editor sought to preserve the Infarmal, conversatlonal style fhat is
inherent in such historical sources.. Sangamnn@State Universiky 1s not
responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for views expressed
therein; these are for the reader to judge. -

The manuscript may be read, quoted and clted freely. It may pot be
reproduced in whole or in part by any means, electronic or mechanical,
without permission in writing from the Oral History Office, Sangamon
State University, Springfield, Illinois, 62708.




Anna Tittman, March 28, 1974, Springfield, Illinois.
Bobbe Herndon, Interviewer.

Q. Miss Tittman, would you tell me first when you were bdm?

A. September 22, 1884. Now Septenber 22 is Emancipation [Day and as I

say now, I have not been emancipated yet. (laughter) I wgs born on West
Washington Street and the house is still standing, and thqre's no copper
plate on it saying Anna Tittman was born here.

Q. Maybe we should do something about that. (laughter) What number on
West Washington? Do you remember?

A. 305 [West Washington]. It was across from a big old demetery that was
all hills, and that was our playground. A man had put up [a swing for us in
a big tree and it swung out over the valley. And little Amnle, she got in
the swing one time, and they pushed me up and what'd I do? I was kind of
scared and I fell. I lost my consciousness for a while and the kids ran
home to my home. My poor mother was sick; my mother dled when she was 39
[years old] of cancer. We're a cancer family——not me and not my father,

but all the rest, four. And it's gone to the second genemation. S0 my
poor mother came running over and they sald I was dead. Well, the kids
dldn't know. And the women heard her screaming and neighbors, they came.
Anyhow, they took care of her and they got me home. They jgot the doctor,
and the doctor got there, what was I doing? I was blowing a 1ittle ballecon.
You know, one of those little things. Another child that was her gift to me
to get me well. Wasn't that sweet?

Q. 3o you had no bad effects from your fall?

A. No, ne, no.

Q. Is there a cemetery there still?

A. Well, no. The Internal Revenue building is there now{ But [when they

were building] they tore it [the cemetery]-all up and they piled up the bones
in stacks, like so, (demonstrates with her hands)

Q. COh, really!

A. Yes, and the stones were gathered together. They werg¢ fallen anyhow

and all that sort of thing. But there were names on somelof them. And

that became—-they didn't disturb that until the Board of Fducation bought

it for a high school. And the high school was bullt, but|that was after I
was a young child; that's whertf. I went to high school. S¢ it was right across
the street fromme then, but wé¢ had moved over to Jeffers¢n Street. But I
could walk through our nelghbors' yard to get to the schogl.




Anna THttman

I had a hard childhood. My father was a timner, we'd call him, but he

called himself an artisan because he not only did gutters
he made cornices and he drew his own designs and he execuf
put them wp. [We were] left without money a good deal of

and roofs,|but
ed them anfl he
the time. | But

he was just a jewel during the time of her [my mother's] 11llness. She was

11] two years.

Now my litfle brother, my baby brother, he is the only ong

left beslifes me

in my famlily. Of course, there are niéces and nephews and great-nieces and
nephews. (pause) I don't know what I was going to say ngw. See that leaves

me sometimes.
Q. You were talking about your youngest brother.

A. Yes, he's now--he and his wife moved to, after they'd

raised their chil-

dren, they moved to Florida. That was about a 1little ovep fifteen years

ago. I've lived in this house fifteen years last July. 9
a—Just last Thursday, last week, he had his gall bladder
85 years old, but he's getting along nicely. But his wifq
for him because he's hard to—he doesn't want to take his
stubborn, and yet he's a good Christian man. Well, she aj
who was on duty the flrst time, she sald, "How is he doin
"He's a doll." (laughter) So we're going to tease him of
he was my first baby, that I took care of. :

Q. How many brothers and sisters did you have?

A. One sister who was thirteen years old when ny mother

0 he 1s now having
removed ang he's
got three nurses
medicine., He's
ked the nurse

g?" She says,
that score. Well,

ied. &he was in

school still, grade school. She came home one afternoon [jafter my mother

dled] and found .
us, and she had a boy, a 1little fellow three years old.

home from school one afternocn and found a man there. N
to know what was going on, but she fired the woman and se

. well, my father had gotten a woman, |a housekeeper for

sister came
T was too young
her away Just

right then. And Rose quit. school and began taking care df us, and she

married when she was seventeen.

Q. What was her name?

A. Rose. Rosa Christina, Rosa. We had a German backgroynd, of course,

you might tell by my name. My parents were born in this
my grandparents were born in the province of Saxony in Ge
folks landed in New Orleans; she was bern there. My fath
and he was born there. He used to play in the churchyard
ket, you know. When I was studying in New York .

Q. Down near Wall Street, the church that's down there?

A. Yes, that's right, that's right. And he often told ud
another nice thing my father would do for us, we'd beg faf]
pictures, "Would you get out your plctures?" They were ug
in a trunk, his trunk. And they were—he'd take a Leslie!

untry, but all

. My mother's
's figlks in New York
down by the¢ mar-

|

about thaf. Then
her to getlout his
in the aftic

5 Magazine+—once

a month it came, Leslle's MontHly Magazine—and he cut oufi
pictures, and we loved them. Abd then he had relatives' g

i
!

those pretty
icetures, tgo.




Anna Tittman

5

I remenber sbout Uncle Tony and so forth. We never saw ofr relatives on

his side. I never have seen any of them, but my brother 4§
down into Kentucky where the famlly had moved—-my mother!'s

Q. When dld your parents come to Springfield? Did they
Springfield? '

A. Well, no. No, they met in Cinclnnati. And then that
"How did we three get together." That reminds me. My sis
Cincimnati; my brother, Harry, was next and he died of cay
My sister died of abdominal cancer when she was 60 [years
wag 64, Harry. He was born here; I don't know just exact]
next.  There was three years apart; I was six and he was 1
the one who's in Florida—was two; he lacked one month of
0ld when my mother died.

Q. How many years younger than you did you say Will was?

A, Just this one.

Q. He was only a year?
A. Oh no, he was four years.
Q. Four years younger.

A. Then when my brother Harry was.

ind his wife got
family.

meet here ‘Ln

old story sbout,

ter was born in

jcer of the lungs.
old]. My brother

ly. Then I came

Iine. And then Will—-
being two years

Well, I can't tell exactly. T was

Just trying to flgure out our ages wi-aeﬁ m'y mother died, yau see, but I don't—

she just had, well, she had the thire children here. My §

ister the thirteen

year old one was not, (pause) well, she was born in Cindirmatl and Harry

was born here. And my father's family migrated to Indiang.

But he [my father]

left home. He'd had a stepmother. He never remarried bedause he didn't want

his childred to have .
because he'd run from home. Well, you know stepmothers,
neck anyhow. I mean no matter what they did, if they we

. He didn't want his childwen tq have a stepmother

ey get 1t in the
't like Mother,

why you know, often it's that way. And agalin, [sometimes] it's a success.

It's quite a burden for some women to take on, I think.

And so, well now, I was born, (laughs) and then I was chnistened in Grace

Lutheran Church. My father had a Bible; he'd get it out {
Encouraged us to go to Sunday 3chool; we had to go to Sund
I remember studying catechism, and I finished the book, by
to get confirmed. It hurt my feelings, but it didn't makd
I went to Sunday School and, oh, I liked it really. But I
made me quit,. Oh, yes I do, because when I had this Job
would sit and walt for the pencil to be rapping on the co(
sat at the underwear counter; it was in the back of the s
aisle.

Q. Tis is at Herndon's Department Store?

A. Yes, on Fifth and Adams. Mearwhile in between, the wg
of the underwear--this was women's and children's underwed

o prove things.

ay Schocl. So

t I was too young
any difference.
don't know what
ot Herndon's T
hter (pause). I
ore, of thT middle

nar: who took care
r—-that was her
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counter, her department right there in there. And the offfice was riQ;ht
here, then. The elevator golng up there arid the cashier right hére,
then there was another side door on Adams Street door.

Q. The cashier was in the back of the store? ; ‘

A. Yes, yes. Cashier and the bundle wrapper were all together in a
little caged up place. And T used to earry love letters fpr the cashier
down to the basement. (laughter) And.oh, and then you krpw, then tHey .-
would glve you thelir--he would every once in a whlle mske pp little packages
of the hankerchiefs that were lost there and never claimed. I would|always
get—he told me which package to take, you see, because I parried thélr notes
and so forth.

Q. What did they call your job in the store?

. Cash girl.

A

Q. Cash girl. And you were how old dld you say when you ptarted?
A. I was twelve, but age didn't make any difference.

Q@

Did they ask you your age when you started?

A. I don't think so, I don't think so. I was recommended before I knew
anything about 1t by Sue Trotter, who was the milk woman's daughter. She
had a big family of boys and girls. She'd sit on her back porch and call
them home to dinner, "George, John, Iiz and Iou, Alec and Frank, Beth, Al and
Sue, come home to dinner." (laughter) "George, John, Lig and Lou, Alec
and Frank, Beth, Al and Sue." So she had a big . . . :

Q. So you could all tell when the Trotters were eating dimner?

A. They were a block away, but we got our milk from them.! We'd have to

go down with our little bucket--we had a tin bucket—and g‘st it. And she
had her cows in the pasture, well, several blocks away. But there was space
there. The house was on Washington and Lewis, on the cor’neI", and it still
stands.

1

Q. This is the Trotter house?

A. Yes. Southeast comer, and it was still there the 13%1: time T was
along there. |

i
Q. But there was enough open space that they could have cows just a block
or so dowri. |

A. 0Oh, they were there all night. She'd go over to the pgsture and [the
cows wepe] in the pasture all night. Because she didn't hgve a barn enough.
I don't know how many [cows] she had.

Now to my births, we had a midwife, you see. Mldwifes werg used extensively
then, very much used. But our family doctor was Doctor Jafes. The doctors
came to the home and they didn't charge $25 then. (laughs l




Arma Tittman

Now I remenber my mother's funeral very well.
six. We all went.

Q. You were six years o01d?

A. Yes. And the Grace Lutheran Church then was on the cg
and Madison. It was on the northwest corner and there wex
neighbors at the funeral, very few little carriages and sdg
was buried in Oak Ridge and I will be buried beside her.
lot, my brother bought a lot. I was just a little girl.
mother's grave] was and I could find 1t now because I pl
her grave and went out and watered them so often. But at
church was do dark. .

30 we got along, but I can almost say that I have supportd
was twelve years old because in order to go back to school
father allowed me to do that. He said, "Don't you think
in school?" I could twiddle my father around my finger, i
I was the youngest girl.

Q. You were six you say when your mother died?

A. Yes.

We werg-——1

?
i
1

's see I was just
i
i
rmer of Sixth
e very few
forth. Mdother
father has a
knew where [my
ed geraniy on
this fmeral the

d myself since I
——you see, my

you ought to stay
pu know, bhecause

P
i
H

Q. So you stayed In school until you were twelve?

A, Oh yes, I went to the sixth grade.
I was eleven years old and I quit.
though. But the school didn't do anything about 1t, you !

Until the sixth gmade and that's when
I didn't quit without my father's consent

ow. T had gone

[to work] one summer to the Rewverend Lynn, who was our pastor, to their home
which was back of the Firsgt Christian Church, which was then where the YWCA

[Young Women's Christian Assoclation] bullding is now.
YWCA] I go every Tuesday morming.
menber] so much. She's been around lately on account of
menbership drive.

Q. What did you do at Reverend Iynn's?

A. Well, T took care of their child, Emerson Lymn. Theyi];ater had

ter too, Rachael. Mr. Lynmn's health failed so they went
I think later, Califormia.
a paper over in Towa somewhere. I've forgotten where. N
old. 3o well, anyhow, Mrs. Lyrm had wgnted to be a nurse

book. The book was entitled Work; I c¢n't remember the author's name.

it at the city library. They knew I wasn‘t old enough to
they let me have them anyhow.

Q. Ch, there was an age 1lmit on getting books?
A. Well, you had to be old enough to be responsible to

and all, that sort of thing. These weren't just kind of K
They were really for adults. at [Work] was a story abou

t's where [the

So I don't see Miss TMifkz [ a YWCA staff
e drive, the

daugh-

Coloradoj and

he'd be pretty
I had read a

But Emerson when he grew up, $ was an edqitor of

T got
t books, but

the bookd back
id books, you know,
L an  Army inurse.




Anng Tittman

Now when I went back to school I should have been finishin
grade, but I was almost through. This child [Emerson Lyny
and in June school was out, you know, so I didn't miss
grade. But they put me in the seventh grade and in two 43
and said, "We're going to put you in the eighth grade." Wg
percentages [In math]. - The principal, Mr. Ed Anderson, ej
that the eighth grade was a review of the seventh grade.
anything. Well, the first thing was percentage. I hadn'f
and I had to take a test 1n it right off. And I got 22.
I finished, not the head of the class, but third.

Q. Now this is when you went back to school again?

When I went back to school.

How many years did you work?
Two years.

First for the Lynns and then at Herndon's?"

1

> o r 0 F

Well, I just got my board and room at Lynn's, you seeJ

Q. You were kind of like a mother's helper?

6

)
i

i

g out the gixth
1 was born|May 31,
much of theé sixth
ys they came back
11, I hadn't had
plained to me

I wouldn'tmiss
had percentage
(laughter)| But

A, Yes, well, I--they had a maid, but I took care of the

ibaby, the little

fellow, and I took him out and all that sort of thing when I had time, you
know. And oh, I did help with the dishes and things like {that But you

see, I 1eamed a lot in those homes, too.

For instance, our table [at home] was in the kitchen and we all sat around

it, jumped up if we wanted something and so forth, you krx

. There were a

lot of manners I picked up along the way. Well, then the |churchwonen—-oh,
I had joined the Christian Church. There was an evangeliatic meeting

and . . . i

Q. You never were confirmed in the Lutheran Church then? .

A, No, no. This Mrs. Knotts who was the underwear woman,.

Q. Mrs. who?

A. Kno’t:ts Alice Knotts. She:was very deeply religious and it was through

her=—she had a Sunday School class down at the Christian
went to the Christian Church. And she talked religion to
And so I was all for it, you know, all for being a good g
But I wasn't above trying to fool the publice. I put dandg
the rose bush because 1t didn't bloom soon enough for me.
by would—well, I have sald of it, that trick, that I foo]
I've been fooling them ever since. But they'd come by ang
my biaghs. "Ch, your roses are|out soon, aren't they?" (1

Q. Where were you living then?

Church—-that I

me quite a little.
rl and so forth.
1lons all over
And people golng
ed the public and
| they'd admire

aughs )


















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































