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This rnayluxcript was made possible by a grant fromthe IllinoiE, Bicentennfal 
Conmission. It is the product of tape-recorded interviews cwducted by 
Barbma B. Hemdon fo r  the Oral Hstory Office i n  the spring nf 1974. 
LaDonna Monge transcribed the tapes and Barbara Hemdon edi t  the transcript.  Q 
Anna Louise Tittman, born in Springfield, I l l ino i s  on Sep 
and was a m e r  of the 1906 graduatjng class of nurses 
Hospital Training School, the predecessor of Memorial Ho 
Nursing. After completjvlg the two year training course 
she continued with post graduate work in pediatrics a t  J 
Boston F loa thg  Hospital, and 13ellevue Hospital i n  New Yo 
for  f ive s m r s  on the Boston Floating Hospital as a pos 
ward head W s e ,  instructor of post graduates, assistant sup 
nurses and admitting officer.  In June 1923 she received her 
and cer t i f ica te  of Organization and Supervision of Public He 
f m m  Teachers College, Columbia University, New York. 

Six years of private duty, both general a3nd pediatric nursi , were 
followed by responsible positions i n  national nursing organi t ions i n  
I l l ino i s  and New Ymk. h spi te  of the many honors she rece ed, among 
her fondest memories is an early job as public school nurse 3 Springfield. 
Her nursing career spanned a long and important era  i n  the pr@fession, and 
took her around the world on interesting assignments. ! 
Readers of t h i s  ora l  history rnerno~ should bear in mind 
transcript of the spoken word, and that  the interviewer, 
editor sought t o  preserve the infcrrmal, conversational 
Inherent i n  such historical. sources. Sang;aman..St$te 
responsible for  the factual accuracy of the memoir, 
therein; these we for  the reader t o  judge. 

The manuscript m y  be read, quoted and cited freely. It my pot be 
reproduced in whole o r  in par t  by any means, electronic o r  w h a n i c a l ,  
without permission in w i t i n g  from the Oral History Office, ma rnon  
State University, Sprhgfield,  I l l ino i s ,  62708. 



Anna Tittman, March 28, 1974, Springfield, I lUnois .  
Bobbe Hemdon, Interviewer . 

Q. Wss Tit tman,  would you t e l l  me first when you were b rn? 1 
A. Septe&er 22, 1884. Now September 22 is  Ehmcipation ay and as I 
say now, I have not been emancipated yet. ( L a w t e r )  I w born on West 
Washington Street and the house is s t i l l  standing, and t h  refs no copper 
plate on it saying Anna T i t t m a n  was born here. f 
Q. Maybe we should do something about that .  ( a t e  rider on 
West Washington? Do you remendoer? 

A. 305 [West Washington]. It was across f l w m  a big old emtery tha t  was 
all h i l l s ,  and tha t  was our playground. A man had put up a swing for  us in 
a big t r ee  and it swung out over the valley. And l i t t l e  b e ,  she got i n  
the swing one t i m e ,  and they pushed rn up and what'd I do I was kind of 
scared and I f e l l .  I los t  qy consciousness for a while arjd the kids ran 
home t o  w home. poor mthe r  w a s  sick; w mother diedwhen she w a s  39 
[yeam old] of cancer. We're a cancer family--not me and ,not father, 
but all the rest, four. And i t f s  gone t o  the second enemt ion .  So ny 
poor mther  carfie running over and they said I w a s  dead. W l l ,  the kids 
didn 't know. And the womn heard her they cam. 
Anyhow, they took care of her and they got 
and the doctor got there, what was I doing? 
You know, one of those l i t t l e  things. 
t o  get m well. Wasnft tha t  sweet? 

Q. So you had no bad effects  f r o m  your f a l l ?  

A. No, no, no. 

Q. Is there a cemetery there still? 

A. Well, no. Tne Internal Revenue building is there But; [when they 
were buildhg] they tore  it [the cernetergr] a l l  up and piled up the bones 
in stacks, l ike  so. (demmtrates with her hands) 

Q. Oh, really! I 
A. Yes, and the stones were gathered together. They we 
and a l l  that  sor t  of thing. But them were names on 
that  becam-they didnf t  disturb tha t  mt i l  the Board 
it for  a high school. And the,hfgh school was bui l t ,  
w a s  a young child; tha t ' s  whe* I went t o  high 
the atreet  f m m  E then, but w$ had mved over 
could wa&k thm@ our neighboGt yard t o  s t  

1 
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I had a hard childhood. father was a tinner, we'd 
called h imelf  an 
he rmde cornices 
put them up. [We 

ill two years. 
he was just a 

Q. You were talking about your youngest brother. I 
removed and he's 

85 years old, but he's getting along nicely. But got three nurses 

stubborn, and yet he's a good Christian man. 
who was on duty the first tim, she s d d ,  
"He's a doll .  
he was my first baby, tha t  I took c a n  of. 

Q. How mamy brothers and s i s t e r s  did you have? 

A. One s i s t e r  who was thir teen years old when rq~ mther  She was i n  
school still ,  grade school. She c a m  horn one 
died] and found . . . well, q father had 
us, and she had a boy, a l i t t l e  fellow 
hone from school one afternoon and 
t o  know what was going on, but she 
ri&t then. And Rose quit school 
b e d  when she w a s  seventeen. 

Q. What was her name? 

A. Rose. Rosa Christina, Rosa. We had a German b a c k p  
you mi&t t e l l  by q name. My p m n t s  w e r e  born i n  this 
ry grandparents were born in the province of Saxony i n  Ge 
folks landed in  New Orleans; she was born there. l'Q fa th 
and he was born there. He used t o  play i n  the churchyard 
ket , you know. When I was stuwing Fn New York . . . 
Q. Down near Wall Street,  the church that ' s  down there? 

A. Yes, that  Is r i@t ,  tha t ' s  fiat. And he often told u 
another nice thing father would do for  us, we'd beg fa 
pictures, "Would you get out yaur pictures?" They were u 
i n  a trwlk, h i s  trunk. And t h w  were-he'd t&e a Leslie 
a mnth it c a ~ ,  Leslie's Mont Magazine-and he cut ou 
pictures, and we loved them. - then he had relatives1 

~ d ,  of course, 
~.~ntry, but a l l  
m y .  b@ @her1 s 
1.8 fk&s i/n &W York 
lown by t h  mar* 
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I rem&gr about Uncle Tony and so forth. We never saw o 
his  side. I never have seen any of them, but 
down in to  Kentucky where the family had 

Q. Wen did your parents cone t o  Springfield? Did they !met, here n 
Springfield? 1 
A. Well, no. No, they mt in Cincinnati. story &bout, 
"How did we three get together.ll That 
Cincinnati; rry brother, Hamy, was next 
P@ s i s t e r  died of abdominal cancer when 
was 64, Harry. He was born here; I 
next. There was three years apart; 
the one who's h~ Florida-was two; 
old when ny mother died. 

Q. HOW many years younger than you did you say W i l l  was? 

A.  Just t h i s  one. 

Q. He was only a year? 

A. C& no, he was four years. 

Q. Four years younger. 

A. Then when my brother Hamy was. . . . Well, I can't tpll exactly. I was 
just trying t o  figure out our ages when ~QI mother died, yOu see, but I don1 t- 
she just had, well, she had the three children here. P@ gis te r  the thir teen 
year old one was not, (pause) well, 8he was born in C 
was born here. And ny father 's f&ly migrated t o  Indi 
l e f t  home. Herd had a stepmther. He never re 
h i s  childred t o  have . . . . He didn't w a n t  his 
because he'd run f l w m  horn. Well, you how stepmthers, t it i n  the 
neck anyhow. I man no matter what they did, i f  t h  
why you know, often it ' s that  way.  And a&n, [s 
It 's quite a burden fo r  som women t o  take on, I think. 

And so, w e l l  now, I w a s  born, ( l a m s )  and then I was ened in Grace 
Lutheran Church. lQ father had a Bible; herd  get it o 
Ehcouraged us t o  go t o  Sunday School; we had t o  go t o  
I rerremer studying catechism, and I -shed the book 
t o  get conf lmd.  It hurt my feelings, but it didn't 
I went t o  Sunday School and, oh, I liked it really. 
made m quit. Oh, yes I do, because when I h a d t h i s  
would sit and waLt fo r  the pencil t o  be rapping on t 
sat at the underwear counter; it was in the back of 
a is le .  

Q. Tnis is at Hemdon's Departrrlent Store? I 
A. Yes, on Flf th and Adam. &anwhile i n  between, the w who took c a ~  
of the undernee-this  was worn's  and children's underwe 
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counter, her departmnt ri@t there Fn there. And the of ce was right 
here, then. The e l e v a t a ~  going up there and the cashier f I*&t hlre,  
then there was another side door on Adarm Street door. 

Q. The cashier was i n  the back of the store? 

A. Yes, yes. Cashier and the bundle wrapper were a l l  
little caged up place. And 1 used t o  eamy love 
down t o  the baserent. ( l a w t e r )  And oh, and 
would give you their--he would every once in a 
of the hankerchiefs tha t  were los t  there and 
get--he to ld  me which package t o  take, you 
and so forth. 

Q. What did they ca l l  your job i n  the store? I 
A. Cash @r l .  I 
Q. Cash girl. And you were hcw old dLd you say when you t e e d ?  1 
A. I was twelve, but age didn't &e any difference. I 

Q. Did they ask you your age when you star ted? 

A. I don't think so, I don't think so. I was recomnded before I &new 
anything about it by Sue Trotter, who was the milk womanTs d a w t e r .  She 
had a b i g  family of boys and girls. She'd sit  on her back porch and c a l l  
them home t o  dinner, "George, John, L;iz and Lou, Alec and bank ,  Beth, A 1  and 
Sue, corn horn t o  dinner. " ( l a w t e r )  "George, John, Li and Lou, Alec 
and Frank, Beth, A 1  and Se." So she had a big . . . 
Q. So you could all tell when the Trotters were eating dinner? 

A. They were a block away, but we  got our milk f r o m  them.1 We'd have t o  
go down with our l i t t l e  bucket--we had a tin bucket--and &t it. And she 
had her cows i n  the pasture, well, several blocks away. BOt there was space 
there,  T!X house was on Washington and k w i s ,  on the come , and it still 
stands. f 

I 
Q. This is the Trotter house? 

A. Yes. Southeast comer, and it was still  there the 1 t tFrne I was 
along there. + 

I 
I 

Q. But there w a s  e n o m  open space that  they could have COWS just a block 
OP SO down* 

A. Oh, they w e r e  there all  night. She'd go over t o  the p ture and [the 
cows we=] iP1 the pasture a l l  ni@t. Because she didn't h a barn e n o m .  
I don't how how rmny [caws] she had. 

Now t o  i q r  bir ths,  we had a d d w i f e ,  you see. MiMfes we 
then, very much used. But our family doctor was Doctor J 
cam t o  the horn and they didn ' t charge $25 then. ( l a w s  
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Now I remrher rrg mther1  s f 'un~ral  very well. We ' s see I +as just 
six. We all  went. I 

I 

Q. You were s i x  years old? 

A. Yes. And the Grace Lutheran Church then was 
and Madison. It was on the nort;hwest corner and there 
neiabors  a t  the funeral, very few l i t t l e  carriages 
was buried in Oak Ridge and I wi l l  be buried beside her. 
l o t ,  rry brother b o w t  a lo t .  I was just a l i t t l e  girl. 
w t h e r f s  grave] was and I could find it now because 
her grave and went out and watered them so often. 
c h m h  was do dark. 

So we got along, but I can -st say tha t  I h m  support nyself since I 
w a s  twelve years old because in order t o  go back t o  schoo -you see, n-f~ 
father allowed ~IE t o  do that. He said, tfDonft you think ou o w t  t o  stay 
in school?ff I could twiddle w father  around rqy finger, u know, because 
I was the youngest @r l .  i ! I 
Q. You were s i x  you say when your mother died? 

A. Yes. t 

Q. So you stayed i n  school un t i l  you were twelve? 

A. Oh yes, I went t o  the s ixth  pad^. Until the s ixth grlade and t h q t t s  when 
I was eleven yeam old and I quit.  I *aft quit without py father1$ consent 
though. But the school didn t do anything about it, you I ha@ gone 
[to work] one s m r  t o  the Reverend LJrlzn, who w a s  OLE t o  t he i r  home 
which w a s  back of the F'irst Christian Church, which was the YWCA 
[Young Wmnf s Christian Association] building is  now. 
YWCA] I go every Tuesday mrning. So I don't see Mss 
m 3 e r l  so rmch. Shef s been around la te ly  on accomt 
mrtS3emhip drive. 

Q. What did you do a t  Reverend Lynnls? 

A. Well, I took care of t he i r  child, EZnerson Lynn. 
t e r  too, Rachael. Mr. Lynn's b a l t h  fa i led  so they 
I thlnZc l a te r ,  California. But Eherson when he 
a p w r  over i n  Iowa somwhere. I f v e  forgotten 
old. So w e l l ,  

they let m have them anyhow. 

book. The book was 
it a t  the c i ty  

1 
Q. m, there was an age lirriit on g t t i n g  books? 

1 
A. Well, you had t o  be old enough t o  be responsible t o  the book4 back 
and all, that sort  of thing. q e s e  
%y were real ly fo r  adults. 
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Now when I went back t o  school I should have been finishi 
grade, but I was &mst thm@. This child [Fmerson 
and in June school was out, you how, so I didn't miss 
grade. But they put me in the seventh grade and in two d 
and said,  'We ' r e  going t o  put you i n  the eighth grade. " W 
percentages [in mth]. The principal, Mr. Ed Anderson, e 
that  the ei@-ith grade w a s  a review of the seventh grade. 
anything. Well, the flrst thing was percentage. I hadnl 
and I had t o  take a t e s t  i n  it ri@t off.  And I got 22. 
I f inhhed,  not the head of the class,  but third. 

Q. Now this is when you went back t o  school again? 

A. When I went back t o  school. 

g out the ix th  
1 was born Pky 31, 
much of t h  1 sixth 
ys they came back 
11, I hadn't had 
plained t o  IE 

Q. How many yews did you work? 

A. Two y e m .  

Q. F i r s t  for the m s  and then at Hemdon's? 

A. Well, I just got board and room at Lynn's, you see 

Q You were kind of like a mother's helper? 

A. Yes, well, I--they had a mid ,  but I took care of the rbaby, the kittle 
fellow, and I took him out and a l l  that sort  of thing wheq I had time, you 
know. And oh, I did help with the dishes and things l ike   that. But you 
see, I learned a l o t  in those horns, too. i 
For Fnstance, our table [at home] w a s  in the kitchen and e al l  sat wound 
it, jumped up i f  we wanted somthing and so forth, you kn . mere Were a 
l o t  of m e r s  I picked up along the way. Well, then the churchwomo--oh, 

and.. . 
t 

I had joined the Christian Church. There was an evangeligtic met ing . 

I 

Q. You never were confirmed in  the Lutheran Church then? 

A. No, no. This Mrs. Knotts who was the underwear w o w  . . . 
&. Mrs. who? 

A. Knotts, Alice Knotts. She-was very deeply religious q d  it was t h r o w  
her+--she had a Sunday School class d m  at the I 
went t o  the Christian Church. And she talked 
And so I was all  fo r  it, you know, a l l  f o r  
But I wasn't above trying t o  fool the 
the rose bush because it didn't bloom 
by woad-well, I have said 
I've been fooling them ever 
w bia&~-  "Oh, y o u  roses 

Q. bhere were you l iving then 1 






















































































































































































































































































































































































