PREFACE

This manuscript is a complete transcription of a tape recorded
interview conducted September 27, 1978 by Horace Q. Waggomer for
the Oral History Office. This is one of a series of interviews
conducted in connection with the 0ld Shawneetown Bank. Memories
of a Bank, an oral history and documentary inventory at 0ld
Shawneetown was published in 1979 by the Oral History Office,
Sangamon State University. Linda Jett transcribed the tape and
Horace Waggoner edited the transcript.

Mr. Terry was born in Shawneetown on September 8, 1904. His primary
memotries of the bank are from visiting with the Allen children when
the Allen family lived in the bank building. He moved, with his
family, from Shawneetown about 1916.

Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that it is a
transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, narrator

and editor sought to preserve the informal, conversational style that
is inherent in such historical sources. Sangamon State University is
not responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for the
views expressed therein; these are for the reader to judge.

The manuscript may be read, quoted and cited freely. It may not be
reproduced in whole or in part by any means, electronic or mechanical,
without permission in writing from the Oral History Office, Sangamon
State University, Springfield, Illinois, 62708.
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Paul Terry, September 27, 1978, Shawneetown, Illinois.

Horace Q. Waggoner, Interviewer.

Q.

We are recording now. So, I'll just ask some questions here to get

us started and then . . . First of all, when were you born, sir?

A.

>

- o

O

P>

1904.

And your birthdate is . . .
September the 8th.

And where were you born, sir?

]

Shawneetown, the 0ld Town. Down the street just next to where the
Immigrant newspaper used to be.

Oh?

In that area. The old Peeples' house was next door to us.
And you went to school here then, did you?

Yes.

How far through school did you go before you left here? Did you .
Before I left here. Eighth grade.

Yes. And then you left here in what year, then?

Let's see. We left here about . . . 1916.

And you went where at that time?

Ch4mpaign.

And what was your father's name?

Dr. Paul Terry.




Paul Terry - p

Qo

A.

Q.

right down the street from the bank?

A.
Q.
A,
Q.

A,

!
«

Dr. Paul Terry. The same., You're Paul Terry Jr., then?

Right.

I see., Okay. And his office, I believe you mentioned, was upgtairs

Right where that stairway runs up now.

I see. The building is still there? That . . .

(indicates affirmative)
Yes.
I'd like to go up there but somebody lives there.

Oh, I see, (laughter) Well, they might let you in,

Where his office was.

And what was your mother's name?

Minnie,

Minnie?

Minnie Seward. S-E-W-A~R~D,

Minnie would have two N's in it, would it?

Yes.

And how long had Mr., your father, lived here in Shawneetown?
Well, let's see., They came here around 1902. He died in 1914.
Oh, I see, Where did he come from when he came here?

Sandoval. ‘

S?ndoval, Kentucky?

Iilinois. It's just down from Centralia. It's another dead tdwn;

I see. (laughter) I'll be doggoned. Okay. And he was a doctor here.
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A. Yes. His father was a doctor In Sandoval.
Q. Oh, his father was. Was his name Paul Terry also?

A. Yes,

Q. So you're a third, at least.
A. Right.

Q. I see. Now, I believe you said you were related to Mrs. Shermar.
Are you?

A. Yes. Cousins., Course, everybody's a cousin down here,

Q. I see, (laughter)

A. I can't trace the relationship, - But we are.

Q. Did you live there where thé offices were? The doctor's office%?

A. No. Oh, no. We lived across, almost across, from the high school.
A block this way. The house is still standing. People living there now.

But I wasn't born there, I was born on the main street., But then, we
moved over to the . . .

Q. To the other. So, that would be about two blocks from the bank or
two blocks over and one down . . .

A, Right. Right.

Q. + » » down from the bank? What is your first remembrance of the bank?
A. (pause) Seems like 1've always known about that, Everything is so
close here, you know. I remember my father taking me in while he was
transacting some business, That's about all. And I was about four.

Q. 1 see. 8o, your father, then, did business with the bank?

A. R;ght.

Q. HLd his accounts there?

A,  Mostly with the other bank, however.

Q. The City National Bank.
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A. Mr. Froelich used to be the head of that bank. And they were gpod
friends. Shrine members and that sort of stuff.

Q. That was D. E. Froelich, was it?

A. Yes, F~R-0-E-L~-I~C-~H--K, I think, or . . .

Q. No, H. 1It's H. Yes. I had a time~-you know, everybody says
"Fraley." And I had it spelled entirely different from—-"Froelick" is
the way I would pronounce it, with a K on the end, you know. (laughs)
It's not that way at all.

A. No.

Q. Okay. Do you recall--From your early visits, could you describe the
counter in the lobby of the bank? What did it look like?

A. (pause) I can't tell you.

Q. Was it wooden? Do you recall it as being wooden?

A, Yes, i could recall it being wooden., Highly polished.
Q. Do you recall any marble inset in it, at any place?

A. Yes. 1 seem to see something different there. But what it was,
I don't know. '

Q. Do you remember grillwork above the counter itself? Behind Whihh
the tellers stood.

A, No, I don't. We didn't have any wickets like they have in banks.
Q. Oh?

A. You know, Wide open.

Q. Wide open. . ‘
A, No cages.

Q. Ilseg. f

A. Course, they are getting away from that now, too.

Q. Yes. Anymore, yes, sir. (laughter) Do you recall whether the
counter was straight or was it curved?




Paul Terry . ﬂ
A, Curved. ‘
Q. It was a curved thing. Okay. !

A. Convex like this. (indicates a convex shape) Your customer was out
here. (indicates customer inside the convex curve)

Q. So, when you stepped in the door it curved away from you. Youistepped
right to the middle . . . I

A, Had a pleasing curve to it.

Q. I see. Did it go all the way to the wall on the right-hand side as
you stepped in the door? '

A. On the right-hand side? No, it didn't,.

Q. There was an opening there?

. A. There was an opening there.

Q.- Was that a doorway into the room . . .

A. Yes.

Qe + « « on the right-hand side?

A. On the right~hand side, there was a doorway.

Q. Okay. So, the counter, then, comnected to that partition? ]
A. Right,. ;

Q. Yes. And therefore, to get behind the counter, you went throuih a
door finto that small room and then back through another opening.

A, That's right.

Q. And you do recall that second opening . . .
A. II_do recall it,

Qe o o & 50 that you could--Okay.

A. Now, that I think about it.

Q. Yes, sir.
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A, Trying to get a picture in my mind.

Q. On the left-hand side, did it go all the way to the wall as you
stepped in the front door?

A, No, I don't believe it did.

Q. Do you recall, was there a doorway there or gateway or anything?
A. I think it was a gate,

Q. So that you.could get behind the counter?

A, Right, So there would be access both ways.

Q. You could go either way into it. Do you remember anything about
that gate or swinging doors. or whatever it was that . . .

A. No. No, I don't. i

Q. Do you remember any banking positions there? Any desks or eunpment
of any sort at that location?

A. Well, there was a desk on that side where this opening was, or gate
or whatever.

Q. Okay. On the left side there,

A. On the left side there. Probably cashier or . . .

Q. Bookkeepef, maybe?

A, Could be,

Q; Do you remember who was working there at that time, by any chance?
A. (indicates negative)

Q. Okay. (laughter) How many teller's positions were there? Do you
recall?

Q. So the counter, if it had no grillwork there, was just kind of open
and . . . '

A. Took up the whole counter.




Paul Terry 7
Q. Do you recall how many people, normally, you saw back there or
renember working back there behind the counter?

A. Just--I just see several people.

Q - Okay L]

A. The safe was open.

Q. The safe itself? On the doors of the safe, do you remember what
they were made of? Were they metal or wood?

A, The doors of the safe?

Q. Yes, The outer doors to the safe,

A. (pause) Seems to me there was a paneling there.
Q. Paneling. Of . . .

A. But there was metal on .the inside of the door. You could tell Lt
was a steel door.

Q. I see. 5o it was panelled on the outside . . .
A, Yes,

Qe +« « o and was steel on the . . .

A, In keeping with the . . .

Q. Decor.

A, . . . motif in the . . .

Q. Were there double doors there? Do you remember an inner door behind
those outer doors of the vault area?

A. (pause) How do you mean?
Q.  When you opened the outer doors, there was a second door to the vault,
And some people remember it as being a round door and other people {emember

it as being a square door. Do you recall anything about that door?

A. No. Except that it just resembled a door. And I don't think I would .
A round door I wouldn't have considered a door .

Q. I see,

.

L
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A. . . . at that stage. .

Q. Yes, sir. You don't recall any combination locks on the door? Were
there circular locks of any sort?

A, No. Just looked like a safe to me.

Q. Okay. Out in front of the counter as you stepped in the door, do
you recall any tables or chairs in that area?

A. Yes. There was some chairs around the place.

Q. On which side, the right or left?

A. Mostly to the left. And in the back.
Q. In the back?

A. I mean where the entrance into the bank . . . there'd be some ghairs
here and there. 7

Q. To the left and the right.
A. Down the side. Maybe half a dozen.

Q. Do you recall any tables in there where you wrote out checks or
anything?

i

A. Yes, there was a table., Sort of a long table. But--facing thﬂs way.

Lengthways.

Q. Lengthways.

Along the wall?

AI

Here's the counter.

(indicates a line) Table like that. (indicates
perpendicular to the counter line)

Q. Oh, I see. Right in the center of the counter, then, extendinJ_toward
the front door. I see., 1 see. Do you . . . '

A. I |would assume that's where they wrote their checks and so on.
i

Qo Id was a table that you stood at or . . .

A. Stood at.

Q. You stood there., Do you recall anything about what was on that table?
Any ink stands or anything that struck you or sticks in your mind?
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A, Yes, I remember something. These glass inkwells.

Q. Oh?.

i

A. You know, the kind with the o0ld pens and wire rack where the pqns
were sticking in. Rack. But they'd have to dip to use it.

Q. Yes, sir. What size were the inkwells? Six inches square or four
inches or . . . '

A. I remember them being about this size. (indicates about 4 inches)
Q. About the size of a common ashtray, then. We
A. Right. And then, there would be a hole in them. Sort of a well.
Q. Yes. I think we've located one of those.

A. Have you?

Q. Yes, sir. Anything else? Were there any calendars or anythinJ that
you recall?

A, I remember calendars in back of the teller, Teller's cages. Great
big railroad calendar.

Q. 'Oh, is that right. I'll be darned.

A, L & N Railroad. [Louisville and Nashville Railroad] Funny I'd
remember that.

Q. Do you recall any other pictures or anything that was in the lobby
there?

A. Yes, there was a picture of Ridgway. Can't remember where it was but
I think it was on the customer's side of the bank. A good picture of him.

Q. That would be Thomas Ridgway?

A. Ye;.

Q. And there was none of John McKee Peeples to balance that?
A. Not that I remember, |
Q. I |see. (laughter) Yes, sir., How about the lighting in that room?

Do you recall what the lighting fixtures were like? Hanging from the
ceiling or what?
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A.

A,

Q-

(pause) No, I don't.

Do you recall any wainscotting around the lobby? Up so high on the wall.

(pause) It was dark. It was all dark.

Was it marble by any chance?

No, I don't think so.

Any part of it, do you recall as being marble?
Yes, I remember there was some marbie but I don't know where it was.,

Now, the windows in that lobby are recessed. Were they such that you

could sit in those windows?

A.
Q.
A,
Q.
A,

Q.

Yes . . . Yes.

Do you ever recall sitting in those windows? !
I think I never had the chance to be up on them.

Were they padded in any way?

No.

Just wooden recessions. When you looked out the pillars from thexe,

could you see the river from that lobby, from the lobby windows, or was
the levee up too high?

A.
Q.
A.
Q.
A.
Q.
A,

Q.

No, we couldn't., The levee was there then,

So you couldn't see it. Were there ény drapes at the windows?
Yes,

Do you recall what type of drapes they were? Velvet or just . . .
Remember being heavy. I don't know what they were.

Were they solid color or did they have pattern?

Yes, | They had no pattern to them,

Do you recall the shutters? Were the shutters . . .
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A. Steel shutters?

Q. Well, the sfeel shutters were on the outside, were they not?
A, Yes,

Q. Yes. On‘the inside there were also shutters, wooden shutters.

A, They were wooden shutters with slots.

)
'

Q. Yes, That slotted back in the wall, Presumably you remember the
as open most of the time.

A. Yes, They folded back.

Q. .I see. But you don't recall any of the lighting fixtures?
A, I don't remembef that.

Q. What they might_look like. Okay.

A, They were gas lights out front,

Q. I see. That's on the balustrades on the side of the . . .
A, TYes.

Q. + « .« big steps. Yeé, sir, On, on that entryway, now, we mention%d,
while we were looking around over there, that sign.* Now, what do you
recall that sign between the pillars reading as?

A, First National Bank.

Q. It was First National Bank, as you recall. Okay. And at that time,
I guess, the lettering B~A-N-K was still up at the top.

A. Yes,

Q. Yes, sir. As you come up the stair, the steps there, to the pillars,
there's a main door that we've been talking about going into the lobby.
Off to the right, there's a door on the right-hand side. Do you ever
recall going through that door to enter the bank?

The interviewer had escorted Mr., Terry on a walking tour of the
inside of the bank just prior to the interview, [ED]
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A. The one we went into this morning?
Q. Yes, sir. The one on the right.

A. No, I don't remember that. I don't believe the average customer 4ent
through it, though.

Q. On that small room on the right there, do you recall any desks or
chairs in there? Was it used in any way as an office?

A. (pause) I don't think it was.

Q. But it did not have a stairwell in it, or stairway in it, at that
time? '

A. No.
Q. I see. Yes, sir. Wouldn't have with the opening in to the ., . .
A- NOO ’

Q. Okay. Now, s0 you don't recall anyone doing any business at a desk
in that small room?

'A. No, T don't.

Q. Okay. From that room you go on back through the door into what wa
at one time the dining room, :

i

!

§

A. Right,

Q. Okay, And ... »

A, If we ever went through there, we'd come up the stairway and . . .
Q. The side stairway.

A, . . . in the back way.

Q. Yes, sir. Okay., Well, let's go around and in that way. You come
up that stairway and in the door. Is there anything that . . .

A. There's a hall and then the stairway going up to the second floor‘
level. The bedrooms and so on.

Q. Is there anything that strikes you in your memory of that hallway?
Other than the fact that it was rather large, of course. Anything in
it, for example?
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A. Had a nice carpeting in it. It had a stand along the side of the
wall there which was flowers and so on. I remember that, ,

Q. Was that left along the back wall of the building or the right wall?
A. The right wall,

Q. Toward the rooms.
A. Right. |
Q. So, it would be.between the two doors, theﬁ, that lead into the d{ning

room and living room? :

A. Right. And there was another stand to the left inside the door which
was an umbrella stand. Lot of canes in them.

Q. I see. Were there any hat racks or clothing racks?
A, Yes. There was, Right in that.same area.

Q. Were they free standing or . . .

A, Yes,

Q. I see. Now, the stairway as you recall it, was straight., You walked
over to the foot of the stairway and runs right straight up.

A. Right straight up. You say Mary said there was a little side-pieqe
where you stepped up three . . . i

Q. Yes. You don't recall that at all?

A. She's probably right. |

Q. Pretty sharp.

A. Pretty sharp.

Q. .Okay. Do you remember any lighting in that hallwﬁy?
A. Yes. I think it was gas.

Q. Gas light. Was it from the ceiling or on the wall?

A, From the ceiling.
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Q. Hung from the ceiling. So, would there be individual gas lanterns
that ., . . %
A. Each, individual burners. You know, which you could light. l
Q. Oh, I see. So they were suspended from the ceiling and fixtures?
A. Best as I remember, |

Q. Would these have been from a central gas supply or would they hav?
their own supply? 5

A, T assume they had their own supply.

Q. I see. Each one, individual, Mrs. Sherman recalled that there was
a light on a pole at the foot of the stairway. As you started up, there
was a pole there and she recalled a light being affixed to that. Do you
recall a light at the foot of the stairs?

A. No, I don't,

Q. Okay.

A, We were mostly there in the daytime.

Q. Yes., Now, when you came in that side door, the first door on your
right led you into the living room.

A. Right.

Q. When you stepped into the living room, what's the first thing that
strikes your memory as having been in the living room?

A. (pause) Well, a lot of big, heavy, polished furniture.

Q. Do you remember any distinctive pieces? ' i

A, (pause) Yes, I remember a big, uncomfortable, horsehair sofa.
Q. Oh?
A. With a scallopy thing on the back.

Q. I see, Did you ever sit on that sofa?

A. Yes. Very uncomfortable,

Q. Did the horsehair stick‘you?
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A,
Q.
A.
Q.
A,
Q.

A,

Q.

AI

Q.

Al

Qo

A,

Yes, That's what I remember.

Doris Hatfield recalled sitting there and it stuck her stockings.
Is that right? tlaughter) . , l
Where was that located in the room, do you recall? |
It seems to me it was against the wall here, where the window is,
On thg side wheré the two windows are . . . | 5
Right.

So, it would be on the right as you came in . . .

Right.‘ Course they coﬁld have moved that around.

Yes. Was there a piano in the room?

Yes,

 Where was it positioned, do you recall?

(pause)  Seems to me it was almost in the center of the room. It

just--You had to go around it ., . . to get from the living room to the
dining room. ;

Q.

A,

Qo

What type of piano was it, do you remember?
It was a big grand.

Did you ever have occasion to go to the dances that were conducted

in those rooms?

Q.

No.
You never did.
Too small for it.

I see, Okay. What else do you recall about the living room? Do

you recall drapes there in the living room?

A.v

Yes, The drapes. Particularly where that entrance is into the bank

itself,




Paul Terry

Q.

Oh?

16

A. Where they had that steel door, there was a drape.

Okay. Now, that was in the living room, On the right, as you st%pped

went on forward. And that was

Q.

in, « .o »

A. Right.

Q. . . . there was a steel door that

draped. Do you recall, was it plain draping or did it have design in
it?

A. It had figures in it.

Q. Figures in it. Do you recall what they were? (laughs)

A, No.

Q. Did they match drapes at the windows, by any chance? '
A, Yes. As I recall, there wasn't any clashing at all.

Q.

Okay. So, the ones at the windows probably had figures in them
also, then? : :

i
i

I see. Were there curtains, as well as drapes, at the windows?

I don't remember that. I think they were drapes you pulled shut, '

A. They had figures like the , . .
Q.

A.

like that.

Q. Now, other than the uncomfortable sofa, do you remember any other . . .

A,
Q.
A,

Q.

A.

There were some big chairs,

Were they of the same type, horsehair chairs or were they . . .

No. No. They were heavy tapestry.

Tapestry chairs,

Tapestry covered, wooden chairs,

platform rocker,

Q.

Were there any desks in that room?

I think there was one that was a
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A.
Q.
A,
Q.
A.
Q.

A,

Yes., A lady's writing desk.

Where was it located?

It was a spinet,

A spinet writing desk., And where was it located in the room?
Aga;nst the wall. I remember it wasn't too far from the piano.
Would it be against the far wall, as you stepped in the door?

Most of the furniture was against the wall here as you came in.

(indicates to left) Most of the stuff was here., You had the fireplace

over here (indicates straight ahead) and there was a chair, two chairs,

on each side of that.

Q. Of the fireplace. I see. So most of the furniture was to the left
as you stepped in?

A. Right.

Q. Okay.

A, The room was quite full of stuff,

Q. How was it lighted? Do you remember any lighting fixtures in that
room?

A, I believe it was all overhead. '
Q. Do you recall chandeliers?

A. Globes. It was glc;besL

Q. Globes. I see, Hanging from the ceiling.

A. Right,.

Q. Were there more than one in the living room or just . . .

A. No, it was jusﬁ one chandelier,

Q. In the center of the room.

A. What they did about reading lights, I don't recall.

















































