
Preface 

This mmscript  is the product of a tape recorded interview conducted by 
k i n  Corley £or a special po j ec t ,  " I l lh i s  Coal: The Legacy of an 
Industxia.1 Society." The project w s  sponsored by the Illinois State 
Historical Sociep and in part by the Illinois Jhmmities buwil 
a d  the National Esrdommt for the Humanities. Additional support came 
£ran the Oral History Office of Sangamon State University, Elsebeth 
Buckley transcribed the tapes and Susan Jones editd the transcript. 

Samd Mills Taylor m s  barn April 21, 1910 in  Taylorville, Illinois. He 
graduated fran Lincoln College Law School in 1934 and is still practicing 
law. In t h i s  menaoir , Mr. Taylor discusses the origins of the mine mr 
ard the local poli t ical  leaders in Taylorville in the 1930s. Of particular 
intereat are his m r i e s  of J o h  Cole and k r d y  Argust. 

Readers of the oral history rmmir should bear in mind that it is a 
transcript of the spoken w r d ,  and that the interviewr,  narrator and 
editor s-t to presewe the informal, conversational style that  is  
inherent in such historical sources. Sangamon State University and the 
Il l inois  State Historical Ubrary are not responsible for the factual 
accuracy of the m i r ,  nor for views expressed therein; these are for 
the reader of judge. 

'Ihe mumscript may be read, quoted and cited freely. It may not be 
reproduced in h l e  or in  part  by any means, electronic or nrxhanical , 
without prmission in writing from the Oral History Office, Sangamon 
State lhiversity , Spring£ ield , Illinois, 62708. 



Sam Taylor, Taylonrille , I l l inois ,  July 30, 1986. 

Kevin Corley, Intenher. 

Q: Mr. Taylor, w i l l  you please state pur f u l l  m? 

A: Sazuel Mills Taylor. 

Q: bhat w s  the time and place of your birth? 

A: Taylorville, Illinois, April 21, 1910. 

Q: bk e r e  just talking a l i t t l e  b i t  about sore of the bombings and 
things durimg the mine mrs i n  &istian Cuunty a d  you said you =re at 
law school during that time? 

A : I started at Lincoln College Law in Springfield, &h ws a night 
law school in the f a l l  of 1932 and graduated in the June of 1934. DuYing 
that time I camruted back and forth £ram Taylorville t o  Springfield and 
back. The classes Ere held from 6 :  30 pn to 9:30 p four days a week 
bbnday, &day,  Thursday, ard kiday.  I did not miss very many days but 

running back and forth. hiring part of that tjme the b t i o n a l  Guard 
units =re stationed on Route 29 at the County line at  the intersection 
of a d i r t  woad at h t  was know as Camelshrg. I ws very careful to 
stop and identify myself before I w n t  on my my. The reason for that 
was that the rural mil carrier wis shot ad killed by a National hard 
man, as you probably have learned. He got aquainted with one National 
CZzard unit a d  m l d  just mive and go on thraugh. U n b e b m t  to him, 
one unit furl& home, I guess w ' d  call it, and a new outfit £ran 
Peoria was installed. Having been instructed to stop people, everybody, 
(laughs) they shot the poor mail carrier in  the back of the head and 
killed him. I didn't mt that to  happen. 

Q: Was he caning into tow or leaving? 

A: I dqn't haw, I can't r-r. Wzt anyway he vent through the Guard 
(laughs) without stopping he just waived at than. Either the 

sergean or the lieutenant or somebody told m e  of the Guards to shoot iE 3 ( l a u a t e r )  '!He ran through, that's our orders." So they shot 
and k i l  ed him. I was pretty careful when the National Guard was there. 
aaxd their army trucks parked on each side of Route 29, it was 24 in 
that era, then they viere quite visible as you c m  down the hard road. 
A t  nigh0 they m l d  b e  their head lights on. E'ran time t o  time fellows 
here t o  Taylowille m l d  ride up to  Sprhgfield, go about their busbess 
and care back. %en I cane back and on the one occasion ve b r a t :  a 
couple of young ladies horn fran Springfield to  Taylorville, this is 
the National Guard w s  not in activity. There were tm cars were parked 
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at the sane corner where the army trucks were usually parked and had 
their W light placed in the middle. TKO guys e r e  having a f i s t  fi&t 
in the middle of the hard road (laughs) and one of these gals says, 
'Vell, m wt be c0mh-g into kistim W t y .  (1aug;hter) Stop and 
have a fight in the middle of the hard road. " (laughter) 

The closest I ever came to an actual barbing ws a boot legging joint i n  
Huittville out here at the old Fifty-eight mine entrance. My cousin and 
I Ere in the baserent w i t h  the tw brothers that ran the place and a 
bomb m t  off just outside the place. It was a hang-out of Progressive 
miners am% other patrons of boot legging joints in those days. l3ut as 
you probably noticed there e r e  a nmber of mall bombs. 'Ihose mall 
'barnbs e r e  d e  by taking about a t m  and a half gallon can of carbide 
and putting a couple of inches of carbide in the bottm. 'I2len pouring a 
b k e t  of w t e r  into it ard packing the lid dom tight ,  then run. (laughter) 
They =re not lethal but they could blow out a window very neatly. Q2e 
of than rn gut on the =st side of the Baptist c k c h  because the Baptist 
preacher had raaarked that it ms too bad that  the Peabodv Coal Comomv 
couldn't get a103 w i t h  the local coal miners. lhat call& for 'IF& 
Cheney and "ally Abrell's duties to  go on a d  also the Breeze, I think 
it = the Breez~ only a t  that tim instead of the Breeze- Qurier. A 
fellow nane of Frank Reed was the editor and he w s  a wit ty  guy. He znade 
it sate k i d  of a snide rernark to the Peabody Coal Campany authorities 
anyway end they put one outside the Breeze and blew out the window. 

Q: Naw ws the Breeze normally considered to  be a supporter of Peabody 
or  the Progressives? 

A: Progressives. 

Q: Yes, so Reed was in favor of the Progressives? 

A: Yes, yes. You read my letter there a d  that's pretty factual. John 
Lewis discwered that the ballots had been stolen and he decided that 
they had carried a d  signed a contract w i t h  the Peabody Coal Canpany. 
Now, J o h  L. had a brother *o w s  a mine manager, superintendent, dawn 
in southern Il l inois.  He ms considered by mst of the coal miners ta be 
hand in  glwe with the Peabody Coal hnpany for that reason. men he 
s i g n 4  this contract with the Pea'oody Coal Company the Progressive miners 
had already been organized in Macoupin County, a r d  Carlinville and 
Virden an3 t o m  over there. It never did take fire in the southern 
I l l inois  fields, Practically al l  of the Taylorville miners joined t h  
Progreseive Won.  This ms the talk of the comrr~nity that Peabody z*< of their mines in southern I l l h i s  a d  imported the miners 

istian County d that wis a k t .  k had over a thciusd coal 
miners m e  into Taylowille fiam southern Illinois a t  that t ime there 
=re lots  of than everywhere and the rcxmdng houses like this Newrnan's 
=re taking in these folks . . . 
Q: Now &re did they get the figure a t-hwsand , is that pretty accurate? 

A: I have no idea bt there viere lots  and lo t s  of new faces ard most 
them =re in Taylowille because the Midland toms Kincaid, Wllpitt, 
Jerseyville, Tovey =re simply not safe for tihe imported miners. 
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Q: So they stayed in Taylorville in  other mrds? 

A: Yes, they e r e  m s t l y  i n  Taylorville. 

Q: Flhy =re those cammities less safe than Taylowille? 

A: Well, because they e r e  mre heavily poplated by coal miners. 

Q: And the coal miners mt Progressive? 

A: Yes, the local. miners and, of course, betwen the National Guard, 
getting a new sheriff in office and a new mayor in Taylowille the Progressive 
Union just petered out as far as Taylorville ms concerned. Incidently, 
there Ere either three or four operating coal mines in Pam and one i n  
Asamption and one in b ~ q u a .  They all mt Progressive ard the owers 
of those coal mines just signed up with the Progressives. They w e r  had 
any battles, no banbings, no killings, no nothing. So mst  of the people 
who =re not in Peabody management Ere  pretty w h  sympathetic with the 
Progressive miners. 'In the north erd of Taylorville where I lived w s  a 
Latter Day Saints church and many of the old time coal miners had cane 
fmn b g l d  and had been converted t o  brmon religion i n  Englad, had 
been s o l i c i t d  for the original coal rnines in  Taylowille before Peabody 
bought F i f ty -e ia t  and laid our b a i d .  Put the three new mines &h 
were mwr mines. The old mine was east of tom a d  it had been abandoned 
by the tine Fifty-eight ms built.  The Fifty-eight mine was originally 
started ly local people tjno had started the old mine and ms bou&t by 
Peabody. Then Peabody sank the three mines out in Midlard and laid out 
the tom of Kincaid, that has had an interesting corolarry to  the o i l  
field out there. 

Q: What is that? 

A: The t o m  of Kincaid t as  laid out by Peabody Coal Company plus m m e a l t h  
Edison bought around a thousad acres of l ad  for the coal mines t o  lay 
out th is  m. They bought the land from half my to  China a d  Iihesl they 
sold lots  t h y  sold only the surface rigjhts. So the coal mines that  are 
operating right now and the village of -aid E r e  a hundred percent 
Peabody Coal Cmpany o i l  tells ard the people dm lived in  Kincaid never 
got a penny out of it. m e r ,  a raenber of people, farmers in that area 
sold their coal wights t o  the Peabody Coal Ccmpany and coal d other 
minerals WLS h t  a l o t  of those deeds had printed in t h ,  Same people 
-re mart  enough t o  talk to a lawyer FJho muld revise that: language d 
say coal and minerals necessary to  r m e  there with but: a l l  of these 
deeds that simply said coal ard minerals, mt into grwt detail about 
saying how the deed gave the coal ccmpany the right t o  mine and dig 
entries and m e  coal ard minerals E r a  adjacent through this mine ad 
many of them said that I think that was probably in the fine print.  That 
is saraething you can check through the abstract offices on areas out 
there, that  there should be no surface construction. When they said no 
surface construction d that o i l  field ms discwered out there Peabody 
was forced to make a deal with the awner of the surface to put: a ell on 
there. Usually the custaaary royalty of the different o i l  f ields in 
Wistian County had been one-eighth arrd they gave the land m e r  a 
royalty of one sixteenth, Now there m s  a lawsuit in this county t o  
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canstrue those deeds. They finally got m~ judge to say that  included 
all the minerals £ran (l&s) the surface half way to Qlina. (laughter) 
Everything, coal, rocks, sand, o i l ,  gas, everything . . . 
Q: Um is that judge? 

A: I can't t e l l ,  you know. 

Q: okay. 

A: I r d r  judge narne of Bumside said, 'Why hel l  no, that's a coal 
deed pure and simple.'' They got a rehearing before a d i f  &rent judge &o 
reversed the Bumside's opinion of it. Burnside w s  ban Vandalia, and 
was very rmch a square shooter. h i d e n t l y  , without asking you &.at your 
politics are either my grandfather and my father nor I have ever practiced 
law before a Republican Circuit judge in &istian Cuunty , ever. 

Q: 'Ihey have always elected a Democrat? 

A: Y e s .  And . . . 
Q: &istian County has almys been strongly h c r a t i c ?  

A: Yes, wll, yes ard no. k m  t h  to time VE m l d  have Republican 
officials, for instance w had a Replblican Circuit judge for eight years 
who tas a World k r  T w  veteran who had lost an arm. Lk had a Republican 
States Attomy dm ms blind, But w had an a h 1  time getting anybady 
in. (laughter) So w had a Republican State Senator here one time because 
the incutbent Demxrat State Senator w s  a buddy of the shoe box Secretary 
of S t a t e  and had also participated in buying dog track stock for a dollar 
a share which imrwliately paid a dollar dividend. But he was one of 
those ard he got nm out: of office ~ E K I  he ran for reelection why the 
Republican organization made seat to do about that. Incidently, he took 
the stock in  his o m  name. 'ihe State Represmtative £ran here bought 
twice as rmr:h stock but: he put it in the nares of his married daughters 
a d  the Chicago Sun never d3d figure t ha t  out, (laughs) didn't trace it 
far  enough. mese tw daugt'lters of course had married names and one of 
than I an sure lived in Pam, lxlt I think the other one lived saraewhere 
away frm here. kt m p y  that's been the political situation that 
we've been up against. 

Q: Why has Christian County been so strongly Dmacratic? 

A: It w largely settled by inmigrants from (histian County, Kentwky 
and they -re strong -rats. Christian Cotrnty, Kentucky was settled 
by people £ran V i r g i n i a  ard it was nama3 for a Captain John @iristian of 
the Revolutionary k r  . That 's the name of &istian County. men this 
county was organized it w named Dane W t y ,  you probably know that, 
and was changed to  Christian County by the inmigrants frcm Christian 
County, Kentucky. They =re all  staunch Damrats  dur3xg the Civil W. 
There ma a very strong organization of the Knights of the Golden Circle 
in Christian County. 
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A: No, it ws Confederate sympathizers. 

Q: a, I see. 

A: See, my gradfather wmt h the Civil k r  fran Lake Caunty, I l l inois ,  
up north of m a g o  he settld there & he carrre over from Scotlad k t  
. . .  
Q: b w  rmch eouble was it being in your position as a lawyer dealing 
with the m r a t i c  judges? 

Q: Tell r~ about that. 

A: I don't know bwmy gradfather got along h t  my dad always says i f  
there is something seriously important you make yuur case for the 
appellate court. 

Q: So you tried to  get it there so it wuld be m r e  fa i r ly  judged? 

A: Yes. I lazaw I had a manber of unhappy deals &en I m s  dealing with 
the prominent Demcratic lawyers who were heavily politically imolved. 
h i d e n t l y ,  about our Republican Circuit Clerk the chairman of the Dqmwatic 
Covnty (bmittee was very mch incensed because a very powerful bmcrat 
in Elidland Southfork t o w h i p  w s  very active in supporting the Replblican 
candidate for Circuit judge and he ws very much upset. Ihe Damcat 
camnitteeman out &re said, he just told him, ''You son of a bitch when 
you =re running back in Qmistian Caunty th is  guy m s  in my platoon ken 
he lost  his arm." 

Q: k w  *at year m s  that? 

A: It w s ,  l e t ' s  see, Margie Halbertwnt in in 1932 and she m s  in 
there either twelve or sixteen years so it vas not too long after b r l d  
War Tvm that PE got the Rqublkan in. He tas  in the South Pacific awl 
they viere back here a d  had been back not too long. So it was about 
1936-38, something like that. He m s  there fbr tm terms and then 
patriotism kid of died dom (laughs) a d  the 13emxrats ard the 
were back in the saddle, bt that's old lxsines. 

Q: hhat year did your grandfather start law in CZlristian County? 

A: Yes. 

Q: Are p looking at his . . . 
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A: Yes ,  his license. 

Q: His license on the wal l .  

A: That's my dad and my . . . 
Q: Wha;t year did your dad start? 

A: 1905. Better check that out. You can read that better than I can. 

Q: W e  you talking about anti-cammist oath h m  you w l d  take public 
off ice? 

Q: Yes. 

Q: What year ws that? 

A: ?hat m s  *en that nut f ran  Wisconsin . . . 
Q: kcarthr? 
A: &&thy. 

Q: Yes. 

A: Grandfather Taylor had to sign a anti-confederate . . . 
Q: Oh, really. 

A: Yes, it is right down there. 

Q: Yes, I see that. tik might be able to get a copy of that sametime. 
It is interesting. 

A: (laughs) He had t o  s w a r  that he m s  not in  the Confederate army. 

Q: And your grandfather started l a w  in what year? 

A: In 1868. 

Q: lkbd what w s  his full mme. 

A: Jarres M. Taylor, Jams b i s o n  Taylor. 

Q: Your  father started in 1903? 

A: Yes. 

Q: What was his fu l l  name? 

A: kslie James T a y l o r ,  that's his picture right there. 

Q: So gcu are the third generation then? Is one of your sons lawyering 
now? 
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A: No. 

Q: No? 

A: No, I had three sons and none of them m t e d  t o  go into the l a w  
business. 

A: Che is a c ivi l ian  engineer for the m y  d e p a r m t  based out in 
Washington,D .C . and this is a laugh, the middle son ms J e s  Wison  
Taylor, named for h i s  great grandfather. khen one of my aunts died in  
California I got a box of old papers that Aunt Clare hd preserved and 
amng other things was a li t t le piece of paper about this big, just a 
l e t t e r  size ard in it it says this is to cer t i fy  that Jams M. Taylor 
taught school in Lake County, I1 linois , and taught a god school and it 
is signed by the three school trustees of Lake Wtnty. So I got that 
f r d  and gwe it t o  the boy that is teaching in Lake County. It is 
dated, I think, samething l ike 1865 or 1886. M y  grandfather los t  his 
right arm in the Civil War and was of course mstered out. Went back 
a d  started reading l a w  in a l a w  f i rm in Wukegan a d  I don't how why 
they got that cer t i f icate  or  whatever it m t d  to so . . . 
Q: So he has been a teacher for a l i t t l e  a i l e  too, then? 

A: Yes, he has been a teacher before he writ into the amry. I told 
Jamie nZlen he carries up for his pension why he w l d  have a mr ld  of 
s en io r iq  . ( l a u a t e r  ) 

Q: A l l  right,  getting back into the mine wr and experiences here t e l l  
m, dmt role did Peabody Coal hnpany play in a Denrrxratic dealings 
here? 

A: k11, they just  hired thm. 

Q: They hired the people t o  . . . 
A: They hired Denrxrat lawyers. 

Q: bho e r e  sure of the lawyers they hired? 

A: John Hogan and Harry Hershey. 

Q: Okay, t e l l  m a l i t t l e  bit abaut than. 

A: John Hogan ms a contemporary of my father and he t a s  a senior partner 
of John Cole, the firm n s  Hogan and Cole fox m y  years. The Ir ish  
Catbl ic  dm's wife m s  strongly religious and J o h  Hogan ms not w h  
more religious than mst k r i c a n - I r i s h  Catholic m. He was  about as 
non-religious as the I r i sh  Catholic Italians around here. They muld go 
into c k c h  they're baptised , d x n  they =re married and * they 
wxe h i e d .  
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Q: Why were they less  religious? 

A: lhey just never have been, I dm'  t how. bless they actually k m e  
priests the Catholic I tal ian nen jwt never mt to church. But (laughs) 
they tell the joke about John kgan stopped in a saloon back in pre-prohibition 
days, as the story goes, ard he c m ~  out of the saloon at elwen o'clock 
in the mrning. &t a society lady tsho was n lk ing  down the sidemlk and 
he saw her irked, 'My  Mr. Hogan, do I see you coming out of a saloon at  
eleven o'clock in the mning?'' John tipped his hat and says, 'We l l ,  
MKS. So and So yat d d n ' t  mt rrre to stay in there a l l  day w l d  yau?" 
(lmghtw) He was a dandy but . . . 
Q: So, h t  m a  their role in supporting or being l-rs for the Peabody 
Coal Canpany? 

A: That was the only time e. J30ga.n m s  ever attorny for the Peabodys 
was when he pleaded these tm thugs guilty of assault a d  battery. They 
had banbed the h of the president of the local Progressive Miners 
Union. 

Q: Jack Stanley? 

A: Yes ,  Jack Stanley. A fellow mme of Dewers w s  guarding the place 
wi th  a shot gun a d  fired at: this car that tossed the banb out. They 
returned, folks -Ln the car returned the fire and I think he los t  his leg. 
These t m  thugs -re suddenly q l o y e d ,  disappared and la ter  the grapevine 
cane back that they =re q l o y e d  in West Virginia coal mines, Peabody 
Coal Canpany. Sanehow or other they, I think, they came back imolmtar i ly  
and pleaded guil ty and E r e  fined five laudred dollars a piece. 

Q: A l l  ri&t now what FRre their nams? 

A Fat  & m y  and Cully Abrell. A-B-R-E-L-L. 

Q: You think they came back d pleaded guilty and =re Ehed  five 
h d r e d  dollars? 

A: Each, yes. 

Q: 'Ihey pleaded guilty to  the bombing? 

A: N o . . .  

Q: Or to the shooting of Qatck Deavers? 

A: Yes. Yuu w i l l  find that a t  the courthouse. 

Q: Yes. I w i l l  try to look that: up. 

A: I lazow John Coles m s  highly disgusted a t  the dmle proceedings. He 
thought that ms one place &ere he could make a few strikes . . . (laughs) 
Q: He thm&t he could w i n  that  one did he? What was the narne of the 
judge that just gave than the five lnarndrad dollar fine? 






































