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Sam Taylor, Taylorville, Illinois, July 30, 1986.

Revin Corley, Interviewer.

Q: Mr. Taylor, will you please state your full name?
A: Samel Mills Taylor.

Q: What was the time and place of your birth?

A: Taylorville, Illinois, April 21, 1910.

Q: We were just talking a little bit about some of the bombings and
things during the mine wars in Christian County and you said you were at
law school during that time?

A: T started at Lincoln College Law in Springfield, which was a night
law school in the fall of 1932 and graduated in the June of 1934. During
that time I commited back and forth from Taylorville to Springfield and
back. The classes were held from 6:30 pm to 9:30 pm four days a week
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday. I did not miss very many days but
was ruming back and forth. During part of that time the National Guard
units were stationed on Route 29 at the County line at the intersection
of a dirt road at what was known as Camelsburg. I was very careful to
stop and identify myself before I went on my way. The reason for that
was that the rural mail carrier was shot and killed by a National Guard
man, as you probably have learned. He got aquainted with one National
Guard unit and would just waive and go on through. Unbeknownst to him,
one unit was furlowed home, I guess we'd call it, and a new outfit from
Peoria was installed. Having been instructed to stop people, everybody,
(laughs) they shot the poor mail carrier in the back of the head and
killed him. I didn't want that to happen.

Q: Was he coming into town or leaving?

A: Idon't know, I can't remember. But anyway he went through the Guard
line (laughs) without stopping he just waived at them., Either the
sergeant or the lieutenant or somebody told one of the Guards to shoot
that . (laughter) '"He ran through, that's our orders." So they shot
and killed him. I was pretty careful when the National Guard was there.
Guard their army trucks parked on each side of Route 29, it was 24 in
that era, then they were quite visible as you came down the "hard road.

At night they would have their head lights on. From time to time fellows
here to Taylorville would ride up to Springfield, go about their business
and come back. When I came back and on the one occasion we brought a
couple of young ladies home from Springfield to Taylorville, this is when
the National Guard was not in activity. There were two cars were parked
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at the same corner where the army trucks were usually parked and had
their head light placed in the middle. Two guys were having a fist fight
in the middle of the hard road (laughs) and one of these gals says,
"Well, we must be coming into Christian County. (laughter) Stop and
have a fight in the middle of the hard road." (laughter)

The closest I ever came to an actual bombing was a boot legging joint in
Huittville out here at the old Fifty-eight mine entrance. My cousin and
I were in the basement with the two brothers that ran the place and a
bomb went off just outside the place. It was a hang-out of Progressive
miners among other patrons of boot legging joints in those days. But as
you probably noticed there were a number of small bombs. Those small
bombs were made by taking about a two and a half gallon can of carbide
and putting a couple of inches of carbide in the bottom. Then pouring a
bucket of water into it and packing the 1lid down tight, then run. (laughter)
They were not lethal but they could blow out a window very neatly. One
of them was put on the west side of the Baptist church because the Baptist
preacher had remarked that it was too bad that the Peabody Coal Company
couldn't get along with the local coal miners. That called for 'Fat"
Cheney and '"Cully" Abrell's duties to go on and also the Breeze, I think
it was the Breeze only at that time instead of the Breeze- Currier. A
fellow name of Frank Reed was the editor and he was a witty guy. He made
it some kind of a snide remark to the Peabody Coal Company authorities
anyway and they put one outside the Breeze and blew out the window,

Q: Now was the Breeze normally considered to be a supporter of Peabody
or the Progressives?

A: Progressives.
Q: Yes, so Reed was in favor of the Progressives?

A: Yes, yes. You read my letter there and that's pretty factual. John
Lewis discovered that the ballots had been stolen arnd he decided that
they had carried and signed a contract with the Peabody Coal Company.
Now, John L. had a brother who was a mine manager, superintendent, down
in southern Illinois. He was considered by most of the coal miners to be
hand in glove with the Peabody Coal Company for that reason., When he
signed this contract with the Peabody Coal Company the Progressive miners
had already been organized in Macoupin County, around Carlinville and
Virden and towns over there. It never did take fire in the southern
Illinois fields. Practically all of the Taylorville miners joined the
Progresgive Union. This was the talk of the community that Peabody
closed ¢ of their mines in southern Tllinois and imported the miners
into Q-:;?:‘éian County and that was a fact. We had over a thousand coal
miners move into Taylorville from southern Illinois at that time there
were lots of them everywhere and the rooming houses like this Newman's
were taking in these folks . . .

Q: Now where did they get the figure a thousand, is that pretty accurate?
A: I have no idea but there were lots and lots of new faces and most

them were in Taylorville because the Midland towns Kincaid, Bulpitt,
Jerseyville, Tovey were simply not safe for the imported miners.
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So they stayed in Taylorville in other words?
Yes, they were mostly in Taylorville.
Why were those communities less safe than Taylorville?

Well, because they were more heavily populated by coal miners.

o r o B P

And the coal miners went Progressive?

A: Yes, the local miners and, of course, between the National Guard,
getting a new sheriff in office and a new mayor in Taylorville the Progressive
Union just petered out as far as Taylorville was comcerned. Incidently,
there were either three or four operating coal mines in Pana and one in
Assumption and one in Mowequa. They all went Progressive and the owners
of those coal mines just signed up with the Progressives. They never had
any battles, no bambings, no killings, no nothing. So most of the people
who were not in Peabody management were pretty much sympathetic with the
Progressive miners. In the north end of Taylorville where T lived was a
Latter Day Saints church and many of the old time coal miners had come
from England and had been converted to Mormon religion in England, had
been solicited for the original coal mines in Taylorville before Peabody
bought Fifty-eight and laid out Kincaid. Put the three new mines which
were newer mines. The old mine was east of town and it had been abandoned
by the time Fifty-eight was built. The Fifty-eight mine was originally
started by local people who had started the old mine and was bought by
Peabody. Then Peabody sank the three mines out in Midland and laid out
the town of Kincaid, that has had an interesting corolarry to the oil
field out there.

Q: What is that?

A: The town of Kincaid was laid out by Peabody Coal Company plus Commenwealth
Edison bought around a thousand acres of land for the coal mines to lay
out this town. They bought the land from half way to China and when they
sold lots they sold only the surface rights. So the coal mines that are
operating right now and the village of Kincaid were a hundred percent
Peabody Coal Company oil wells and the people who lived in Kincaid never
got a penny out of it. However, a mumber of people, farmers in that area
sold their coal rights to the Peabody Coal Company and coal and other
minerals was what a lot of those deeds had printed in them. Some people
were smart enough to talk to a lawyer who would revise that language and
say coal and minerals necessary to remwe there with but all of these
deeds that simply said coal and minerals, went into great detail about
saying how the deed gave the coal company the right to mine and dig
entries and move coal and minerals from adjacent through this mine and
many of them said that I think that was probably in the fine print. That
is something you can check through the abstract offices on areas out
there, that there should be no surface construction. When they said no
surface construction and that oil field was discovered out there Peabody
was forced to make a deal with the owner of the surface to put a well on
there. Usually the customary royalty of the different oil fields in
Christian County had been one-eighth and they gave the land owner a
royalty of one sixteenth., Now there was a lawsuit in this county to
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construe those deeds. They finally got some judge to say that included
all the minerals from (laughs) the surface half way to China. (laughter)
Everything, coal, rocks, sand, oil, gas, everything . . .

Q: Who is that judge?
A: Ican't tell, you know.

Q: Okay.

A: I remember judge name of Burnside said, '"Why hell no, that's a coal
deed pure and simple." They got a rehea:cmg before a different judge who
reversed the Burnside's opinion of it. Burnside was from Vandalia, and
was very much a square shooter. Incidently, without asking you what your
politics are either my grandfather and my father nor I have ever practiced
law before a Republican Circuit julge in Christian County, ever.

Q: They have always elected a Democrat?
A: Yes. And . . .
Q: Christian County has always been strongly Democratic?

A: Yes, well, yes and no. From time to time we would have Republican
offlcl.als for Instance we had a Republican Circuit judge for eight years
who was a wOrld War Two veteran who had lost an arm. We had a Republican
States Attorny who was blind., But we had an awful time getting anybody
in. (laughter) So we had a Republican State Senator here one time baecause
the incumbent Democrat State Senator was a buddy of the shoe box Secretary
of State and had also participated in buying dog track stock for a dollar
a share which immediately paid a dollar dividend. But he was one of
those and he got run out of office when he ran for reelection why the
Republican organization made great to do about that. Incidently, he took
the stock in his own name. The State Representative from here bought
twice as much stock but he put it in the names of his married daughters
and the Chicago Sun never did figure that out, (laughs) didn't trace it
far enough. These two daughters of course had married names and one of
them I am sure lived in Pana, but I think the other one lived somewhere
away from here. But anyway that's been the political situation that

we've been up against.

Q: Why has Christian County been so strongly Demacratic?

A: It was largely settled by immigrants from Christian County, Kentucky
and they were strong Democrats. Christian County, Kentucky was settled
by people from Virginia and it was named for a Captain John Christian of
the Revolutionary War. That's the name of Christian County. When this
county was organized it was named Dane County, you probably know that,
and was changed to Christian County by the immigrants from Christian
County, Kentucky. They were all staunch Democrats during the Civil War.
There was a very strong organization of the Knights of the Golden Circle
in Christian County.
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That would be the Ku Klux Klan?
No, it was Confederate sympathizers.
Oh, I see.

2o 2 8

See, my grandfather went in the Civil War from Lake County, Illinois,
up north of Chicago he settled there when he came over from Scotland but

Q: How much trouble was it being in your position as a lawyer dealing
with the Democratic judges?

A: It was rough!
Q: Tell me about that.

A: I don't know how my grandfather got along but my dad always says if
there is something seriously important you make your case for the
appellate court.

Q: So you tried to get it there so it would be more fairly judged?

A: Yes. I know I had a number of unhappy deals when I was dealing with
the prominent Democratic lawyers who were heavily politically imwvolved.
Incidently, about our Republican Circuit Clerk the chairman of the Democratic
County Committee was very much incensed because a very powerful Democrat
in Midland Southfork township was very active in supporting the Republican
cardidate for Circuit judge and he was very much upset. The Democat
comnitteeman out there said, he just told him, '"You son of a bitch when

you wexe rumming back in Christian County this guy was in my platoon when
he lost his amm."

Q: Now what year was that?

A: It was, let's see, Margie Halbert went in in 1932 and she was in
there either twelve or sixteen years so it was not too long after World
War Two that we got the Republican in. He was in the South Pacific and
they were back here and had been back not too long. So it was about
1936-38, something like that. He was there for two terms and then
patriotism kind of died down (laughs) and the Democrats and the Confederates
were back in the saddle, but that's old busines.

i

Q: What year did your grandfather start law in Christian County?
1868.
18687

Yes.

e r e x

Are you looking at his . . .
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Yes, his license.

His license on the wall.

That's my dad and my . . .

What year did your dad start?

1905. Better check that out. You can read that better than I can.
Were you talking about anti-commmist oath when you would take public

office?

e 2R 2 e e 2 e L
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Yes.

What year was that?

That was when that nut from Wisconsin .

MeCarthur?

McCarthy.

Yes,

Grandfather Taylor had to sign a anti-confederate

Oh, really.

Yes, it is right down there.

Yes, I see that. We might be able to get a copy of that sometime.

t is interestmg

(laughs) He had to swear that he was not in the Confederate army.
And your grandfather started law in what year?

In 1868.

And what was his full name,

James M. Taylor, James Murison Taylor.

Your father started in 1903?

Yes.

What was his full name?

Ieslie James Taylor, that's his picture right there.

So you are the third generation then? Is one of your sons lawyering
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A: No.
Q: No?

A: No, I had three sons and none of them wanted to go into the law
business.

Q: (laughs)

A: One is a civilian engineer for the navy department based out in
Washington,D.C. and this is a laugh, the middle son was James Murison
Taylor, named for his great grandfather., When one of my aunts died in
California I got a box of old papers that Aunt Clare had preserved and
among other things was a little piece of paper about this big, just a
letter size and in it it says this is to certify that James M. Taylor
taught school in Lake County, Tllinois, and taught a good school and it
is signed by the three school trustees of Lake County. So I got that
framed and gave it to the boy that is teaching in Lake County. It is
dated, I think, something like 1865 or 1886. My grandfather lost his
right arm in the Civil War and was of course mustered out. Went back
and started reading law in a law firm in Waukegan and I don't know why
they got that certificate or vhatever it amounted to so . . .

Q: So he has been a teacher for a little while too, then?

A: Yes, he has been a teacher before he went into the army. I told
Jamie when he comes up for his pension why he would have a world of
seniority. (laughter)

Q: All right, getting back into the mine war and experiences here tell
me, what role did Peabody Coal Company play in a Democratic dealings
here?

A: Well, they just hired them.

They hired the people to . . .

They hired Democrat lawyers.

Who were some of the lawyers they hired?

Jobn Hogan and Harry Hershey.

e r Lo >R

Okay, tell me a little bit about them.

A: John Hogan was a contemporary of my father and he was a senior partner

of John Cole, the firm was Hogan and Cole for many years. The Irish
Catholic who's wife was strongly religious and John Hogan was not much
more religious than most American-Irish Catholic men. He was about as
non-religious as the Irish Catholic Italians around here. They would go
into (t:xt:rlrceg when they're baptised, when they were married and when they
were ied.
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Q: Why:were they less religious?

A: They just never have been, I don't know. Unless they actually became
priests the Catholic Italian men just never went to church. But (laughs)

they tell the joke about John Hogan stopped in a saloon back in pre-prohibition
days, as the story goes, and he came out of the saloon at eleven o'clock

in the morning. Met a society lady who was walking down the sidewalk and

he saw her irked, "Why Mr. Hogan, do I see you coming out of a saloon at
eleven o'clock in the morning?" John tipped his hat and says, '"Well,

Mrs. So and So you wouldn't want me to stay in there all day would you?"
(laughter) He was a dandy but . . .

Q: So, what was their role in supporting or being lawyers for the Peabody
Coal Company?

A: That was the only time Mr. Hogan was ever attorny for the Peabodys

was when he pleaded these two thugs guilty of assault and battery. They
had bombed the home of the president of the local Progressive Miners

Union,

Q: Jack Stanley?

A: Yes, Jack Stanley. A fellow name of Deavers was guarding the place
with a shot gun and fired at this car that tossed the bomb out. They
returned, folks in the car returned the fire and I think he lost his leg.
These two thugs were suddenly employed, disappeared ard later the grapevine
came back that they were employed in West Virginia coal mines, Peabody

Coal Company. Somehow or other they, I think, they came back imvoluntarily
and pleaded guilty and were fined five hundred dollars a piece.

Q: All right now what were their names?

A Fat Cheney and Cully Abrell. A-B-R-E-L-L.

Q: You think they came back and pleaded guilty and were fined five
hundred dollars?

A: Each, yes.

They pleaded guilty to the bombing?

Or to the shooting of Chuck Deavers?

Yes. You will fid that at the courthouse.
Yes. I will try to look that up.

> Qo r o = O

: I know John Coles was highly disgusted at the whole proceedings. He
thought that was one place where he could make a few strikes . . . (laughs)

Q: He thought he could win that one did he? What was the name of the
judge that just gave them the five hundred dollar fine?


























































