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Robert A. Taylor,  August 30, 1974, V i rg in i a ,  I l l i n o i s .  

Mar jor ie  Taylor,  In te rv iewer .  

A: John w a s  s i c k  and he couldn ' t  go and I had t o  go by myself.  And 1 
won a l l  t h e  classes and then  won t h e  state  f i r s t  p r i ze .  I got  about 
f i f t y  d o l l a r s  all t o l d  t h a t  day. 

Q: How d id  you show t h e  horses?  

A: Oh, they were j u s t  showed i n  h a l t e r .  

Q: Did you l ead  them around and put them through t h e i r  paces? 

A: You l ead  them around. They were d r a f t  horses .  

Q: Now what breed d id  you say they  were? 

A: Percheron. 

Q: Where d id  you g e t  t h e  s tock  of those horses?  Where d id  you buy your 
s t a l l i o n ?  

A: W e l l ,  t h e  o r i g i n a l  landed a t  Galveston a t  t h e  t i m e  of t he  hu r r i cane ,  
t h a t ' s  when t h i s  horse  landed from France. And he was i n  t h a t  but  he 
survived.  Ne w a s  brought wi th  t h e  company here.  . I do n o t  know who they 
were , 

Q: How much d id  t h e  horse  cos t ?  

A: About $1800 I th ink .  

Q: And he came from France. 

A: Yes. And t h e  next horse  we bought his name w a s  Gib. And a few of u s  
owned h i m .  Your dad w a s  head of t h e  group. He went f o r  him. 

Q: Where did he g e t  him? 

A: I don ' t  know where he bought him. I b e l i e v e  Bob Ross went w i t h  him. 

Q: Was that down below Jacksonv i l l e  some p lace ,  around White H a l l  qaybe? 

A: No. White H a l l  w a s  later than t h a t .  Bob Ross and I went t o  White 
Hal l  when they  showed t h e s e  horses  i n  Virg in ia ,  Bob Ross and I ended up 
t h e  two toge ther .  The f e l l ow couldn ' t  decide which one t o  g ive  i t  t o , f o r  
a while ,  I f i n a l l y  go t  i t .  Made Bob kind of sore .  He wanted t o  go quy 



Robert A, Taylor 2 

one, a thoroughbred t o  beat  me--next year he did  buy one. I don't  
remember how t h a t  came out t h e  next  year. But anyhow I remember 
how the  sale came out.  W e  were down i n  White H a l l  and of course 
by t r g i n  i n  those days. Come up an awful r a i n  and w e  had t o  walk 
back Uo White  Hall. It was about a m i l e  i n  t h a t  r a i n ,  

Q: Wha,t was t h e  name of t h a t  man down the re  who had t h e  horses? 

A: Well, I know him j u s t  a s  w e l l  aa I know my name. 

Q: Krusa? Well, t h a t ' s  not  important. How much did  you pay f o r  the 
horse? 

A: Well, I don't  know how much I pa id  f o r  him, I th ink about $1200. 
H e  wasn't a s  good a horse. 

Q: Did the  first one die?  

A: I don't  remember what they did  with t h e  f i r s t  one. No, I guess 
he  d idn ' t .  

Q: Where did  you keep t h e  horse? 

A: Bob Ross's. 

Q: Who took ca re  of him? 

A: Pete  Thievagt. 

Q: That was his occupation then? H e  was a horse t r a i n e r .  Was i t  
a money making proposit ion? Did you make good money with i t ?  

A: I th ink so. H e  rode t h i s  horse and he run off with old Pete. 
Liked t o  scared him t o  death. Your dad had one of h i s  own, you know. 

Q: I remember thh t  horse. That was Uncle Angus t h a t  had t h a t  one. 
See, Uncle Angus moved t o  Urbana. 

A: That's r i g h t .  When he moved the re  he had t h i s  fel low up here  i n  
Chandlervil le '  look a f t e r  him. 

Q: Perry Burns maybe? 

A: And he got: s ick .  H e  was s o  t h i n  h e  couldn' t  walk hardly a t  a l l , ,  
D r .  had D r .  Thornborrow down t h e r e  t o  doctor him. And Angus t o l d  
Doc he'd j u s t  as soon sell him. H e  sa id ,  "I'll take  f i f t y  d o l l a r s  
f o r  him." So I bought him f o r  f i f t y  d o l l a r s .  H e  got  lame but thal 
was about a l l .  And I got  him up t o  1800 pounds, worked him. 

Q: Wat w a s  h i s  name? 

A: I don't: remember. H e  died. H e  got s i c k  one day. Uncle W i l l  
(Horrom) was t h e r e  a t  t h e  t i m e  working on t h e  barn, And he  [ t h e  
horse]  died r i g h t  out  t h e r e  i n  t h e  pasture.  
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Q: Well, t h a t  was a long time ago wasn't i t ?  How many horses  would they  
show a t  a time i n  Vi rg in i a  when they had t h e  horse shows? 

A: A good many of them, I d i d n ' t  go a l l  t h e  t i m e .  Quite  a b i g  show, 

Q: Who else had Percherons bes ides  you fo lks?  

A: A l l  of us  down i n  here .  

Q: This  whole a r e a ?  

A: Yes. 

Q: Well, now who else showed horses? Did they come from a l l  over t h e  
county? 

Q: Can you remember some of the  o t h e r  people who would show horses?  

A: Bob Ross w a s  t h e  main one t h a t  showed, 

Q: Did Ed Campbell show any horses?  

A: Riding horses .  

Q: Did he win t h e  p r i z e  i n  t h a t  c l a s s ?  

A: I don't  know. I don' t  remember. 

Q: Can you th ink  of somebody e l s e  who showed horses? 

A: No, I don' t .  

Q: Did Howard Campbell show horses? 

A: I don' t  know whether he d id  o r  not. 

Q: D i d  any of t h e  Maslins show horses? 

A: I do no t  b e l i e v e  so. 

Q: Well now I want t o  know something else. Did they have a program 
along with t h e  horse  show l i k e  a .band  o r  something? 

A: I don' t  believer t h e r e  was. 

Q: I gugss i t ' d  s c a r e  the horses .  Did they have people around s e l l i n g  
i c e  c read  cones and pop corn? 

A: That w a s  be fo re  t h a t  stuff was made. 



Q: What year  d id  you graduate  from co l l ege?  

Nineteen f i v e .  

And where was i t  you graduated? 

Lincoln College, 

And what d i d  you s tudy  up there?  

Gen~ral courses .  

Did t h a t  he lp  you be a farmer? 

I doubt it. 

Didn't  t he  chemistry he lp?  Did yo1 

No, I don' t  b e l i e v e  I d id .  

But you had math, d i d n ' t  you? 

Oh, yes. 

Didn't  t he  math help? 

A: Might have then. Used an  adding machine more. 

Q: How many years  d id  you go t o  Lincoln College? 
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Q: Well, what would be t h e  d a t e  of these horse  shows? About 19001 

A: Yes, be along about  t h a t  time, about t h e  t i m e  I came home from I 

school ,  1905. 

u s tudy chemistry? 

A: Five years .  I never went t o  high school,  went t o  prepara tory  a t  
Lincoln,  Two years. 

Q: And where d id  you go before  you went t o  Lincoln? 

A: Down here ,  Hickory, 

Q: How many people went t o  Hickory when you were there?  

A: I don' t  know. About t h i r t y  I expect.  

Q: A w le house fu l l .  Who were some of t he  teachers? hp 
A: Emma Suffern was t h e  l a s t  one that I went t o ,  Did you ever  h o w  he r?  

Q: No, I j.ust heard about her. 

A :  She w a s  a good one. And Miss E l l a  Wilson was t h e  one before  h e r ,  
She couldn ' t  keep any order .  But Emma Suffern  straightened u s  a l l  OUT. 
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Q: She was supposed t o  be r a t h e r  mean wasn't she? 

A: You didn ' t  behave yourself  she  would. 

Q: Did she  whip you? 

A: No. 

Q: Did she whip anybody? 

A: Yes. 

Q: What did she  use? 

A: She used a s t i c k .  

Q: That would h u r t .  

A: Yes. Her days were about over when I went t o  school.  Jennie  Reid, 
do you remember her? 

Q: Yes, I remember he r .  She was nice. 

A: She's t h e  one t h a t  used t h e  s t i c k .  I saw her whip Tom Schaad one day 
and he j u s t  s tood t h e r e ,  d i d n ' t  b a t  an eye. He and Frank Frame go t  i n t o  
an argument and one of them pushed the o t h e r  one down i n  t h e  water down 
t h e r e  i n  t h e  creek.  

Q: Did she whip both of them? 

A: I suppose she d i d .  

Q: What year were you born? 

A: Eighteen eighty-two. 

Q: And what's t h e  month? 

A: A p r i l  2. 

Q: Apr i l  2, 1882. And what's your f u l l  name? 

A: Robert Alexander is my name. 

Q: And pho were you named f o r ,  do you know t h a t ?  

named for two uncles I guess. 

can you tell me about some of the f i r s t  farming ope ra t ions  
as a l i t t l e  boy? Did they hoe t h e  corn o r  d id  they have a 
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They had a corn p l a n t e r .  

Who p lan ted  t h e  corn? 

Joe  DeVault . 
Joe  did every th ing ,  d i d n ' t  he? 

Yes. 

What d id  you r a i s e  on t h e  farm, corn and what e l s e ?  

Wheat, oa t s .  

What did you do wi th  t h e  o a t s ?  

Well, we fed  them i n  those  days. 

Did you have a binder? 

Oh, yes.  

A threshing machine? 

Yes. 

Did you s t a c k  t h e  wheat o r  put  it  through t h e  th re she r?  

Stacked i t .  

Who stacked it? Joe? 

Joe  s tacked some of i t .  I learned  the  job toward t h e  last.  

Oh,  you can s t a c k  wheat? 

Yes. 

Now what d id  you do with t h e  corn? Did you s e l l  t h a t  o r  feed  i t  ou t?  

We sold some. We d i d n ' t  r a i s e  much corn i n  those  days. 

How much would you g e t  a bushel  f o r  t h e  corn? 

1 don't know. It wasn't  very  much. 

Wherp did you take it t o  s e l l ?  

~hahlerville. 

Who ran the  e l eva to r?  
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A: Peadleton I guess.  

Q: Now d i d  you s h e l l  t h e  corn  a t  home o r  t ake  i t  t o  town t o  have i t  
she l l ed?  

A: Shel led i t  h e r e  a t  home. 

Q: Who ran  t h e  s h e l l e r ?  

A: Jake Thievagt I guess.  

Q: Well he a l s o  ran t h e  t h r e s h e r  d i d n ' t  he? 

A: Yes. 

Q: Was t h a t  a p r e t t y  prosperous business? 

A: No. Not too much. I wouldn't think.  

Q: Did he have a steam engine? 

A: Yes. 

Q: Who ran t he  steam engine? 

A: Pete  Myries. 

Q: Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  What d i d  they  do when they d i d n ' t  t h r e sh  o r  s h e l l  
corn? 

A: I guess they threshed way late and then s h e l l e d  corn i n  the winter .  

Q: Was t h a t  wheat b e t t e r  q u a l i t y  than what comes from t h e  combine? 

A :  No. 

Q: Is wasn't? Did people take  t h e i r  wheat t o  t h e  Beardstown t o  t h e  m i l l  
sometimes? Where d id  you sel l  t h e  wheat? 

Bluff Springs mostly.  

Who ran  t h a t  e l e v a t o r ?  

Who's t h e  woman we were t a l k i n g  about ,  M a m i e  Hageman? 

Hageman. Her f a t h e r ?  

Mi l l e r  Hageman ran  t h e  e l e v a t o r  down t h e r e  I th ink .  

And he was her  f a t h e r ?  

No, I t h i n k  he was h e r  uncle.  
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Q: I never  knew t h a t .  

A: W e l l ,  I don ' t  h o w  i f  t h a t ' s  t h e  t r u t h  e i t h e r .  Adam Hageman was her 
f a t h e r .  He worked f o r  Bishop. 

Q: What did Bishop do? What was h i s  business? 

A: He run the implement business .  

Q :  And t h a t ' s  where you buy your plows and your corn p l a n t e r s ?  

A: I don' t  know where he bought i n  those days. I imagine i n  
Chandlerv i l le .  Bowman-Haynes and Company was running t h e  e l e v a t o r  up 
t h e r e  and Pendleton w a s  i n  with them and he run t h e  e l e v a t o r  business .  

Q: Was Mrs. Br i a r  a Bowman? 

A: I t h i n k  so.  Y e s ,  t h a t ' s  who i t  was. 

Q: And D r .  Lyles '  w i f e  was a Pendleton wasn't she? 

A: Y e s .  

Q: That would be h e r  f a t h e r  who r an  t h a t  business? 

A: Y e s .  

Q: Did you t r a d e  g r a i n  f o r  machinery o r  d id  they g ive  you cash and you'd 
give them cash? 

A: W e  used cash. 

Q: Did you folks ever  t r a d e  wheat f o r  f l o u r  a t  the  m i l l  i n  Beardstown? 

A: I t h i n k  so. 

How d id  you t r a d e  t h a t ?  Even up? 
I 

I don' t  have any idea  how i t  w a s .  

Was t h a t  considered good f l o u r  from down the re?  

Yes. P r e t t y  good f l o u r .  

Was t h a t  M r .  Schul tz? 

Yes. 

W e l l ,  how long would i t  take  t o  haul  a load of wheat t o  Beardstown? 

Maybe about two hours t o  go down there .  
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Q: Would you e a t  your lunch down there?  

A: I expect sometimes. 

Q: What would you have for lunch? 

A: I don't  remember. 

Q: Somebody told me you'd eat crackers  and cheese when you got down 
there ,  

A: Always the ru le .  

Q: Buy it down the re  o r  cake i t  from home? 

A: Buy i t  down there .  

Q: And t h a t  was your lunch? 

A: Y e s .  

Q: Now I 've  heard the  s t o r y  t h a t  your f a t h e r  hauled wheat t o  St .  Louis. 

A: I heard t h a t  too. Who to ld  you t h a t ,  Archie [Dunn]? 

Q: Archie t o ld  me  and so d id  Orvie [Taylor]. Do you remember i t ?  

A: No. 

Q: Do you remember any s t o r i e s  your f a t h e r  t o l d  about when he f i r s t  
broke the p r a i r i e ?  Did he f i r s t  break the  land around here? 

A: Some of i t ,  yes. 

Q: Which land d id  he  plow f i r s t ,  do you remember? 

A: No. 

Q: Was it down the re  where Davidsmeier l i v e s ?  

A: I don' t  know. 

Q: Well, what kind of a plow d i d  he use when he first came here,  do you 
know t h a t ?  

A: A walking plow. 

Q: How pang horses t o  i t ?  

A: m,. 

Q: Three horses. Howmuch could you plow i n  a day? 
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A: I dpn't know. Not very  much. 

Q: D id , they  r a i s e  most of t h e  food on the  farm? 

A: Y e s .  

Q: Well now, what d id  they have? You raised your own pota toes  and what 
e l s e ?  

A: Of course i n  those  days we had apples  and peaches and orchards.  

Q: Did you make sauerkraut?  

A: Y e s .  

Q: How d i d  you do that? 

A: I d i d n ' t  he lp  wi th  i t .  I don ' t  know. 

Q: Did you he lp  much i n  t h e  house? 

A: No,  I do no t  t h ink  so. 

Q: Where d id  they keep t h e  apples  i n  t h e  winter?  

A: Down i n  t h e  c e l l a r .  

Q: Under t he  house o r  under t h e  smokehouse? 

A: Under the smokehouse, no they d i d n ' t  e i t h e r  because the re  wasn't any 
c e l l a r  under t h e  smokehouse i n  those  days, 

Q: Did they  keep them i n  buckets o r  bins? 

A: Bins. 

Q: Did they keep nice a l l  win te r  or d id  they spoil? 

A: Oh, they  s t a r t e d  t o  r o t .  

Q: What kind of f r u i t  d i d  you have? 

A: That's a l l  t h a t  I know o f .  

Q: Did They can t h e  peaches? 
I 

A: Yes. ! 

Q: I n  glass j a r s ?  

A: Yes. 
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Q: WhaT did they put  i n  those  brown s tone  j a r s ?  

A: I d e ' t  know t h a t  they put  anything i n  them. 

Q: Would i t  be preserves?  

A: No. They put  them i n  g l a s s  jars. 

Q: Well now, d i d  you have chickens? 

A: Why yes. 

Q: How many? 

A: Oh I don ' t  know. 

Q: Thi r ty?  

A: Oh should have more than  t h a t .  Lou [ ~ o b e r t ' s  s i s t e r ]  had chickens on 
her own accord too. 

Q: Yes, I ' v e  heard about t h a t .  Did you have geese? 

A: No. 

Q: Turkeys? 

A: Oh, once i n  a whi le  they  had a few. Hershel [Wilson] had the  
turkeys.  And they  come over he re  and roost on t h e  house at n igh t .  

Q: That wasn't very  neighborly was i t ?  

A: It was all r i g h t .  He give us  one as a f r i end .  

Q: How many turkeys would he r a i s e  i n  a year's time? 

A: Oh, not very  many. A dozen o r  more. 

Q: And you had hogs t o  butcher? 

A: Yes. 

Q: How d id  you c u r e  t h e  meat? The hog meat. 

A: J u s t  salt it. 

i d  you do t h a t ?  

A: Jus t  rub i t  i n  on t h e  m e a t .  i 
Q: And then where d id  you put  t h e  meat? 
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A: Hang i t  up i n  t h e  smokehouse. 

Q: You d idn ' t  put  it  i n  a box o r  anything? 

A: No, I t h i n k  they l e f t  i t  hung up there .  

Q: And then  how d i d  they do? They d id  something e l s e  t o  i t  d i d n ' t  they? 
Did you smoke i t ?  

A: Yes. 

Q: Did you wash t h e  s a l t  o f f  be fo re  you smoked i t ?  

A: Y e s ,  

Q: T e l l  m e  about t h a t ,  how did  you do t h a t ?  

A: J u s t  washed t h e  p i eces  o f f  l i k e  you would anything else. 

Q: How d id  you smoke i t ?  I ' m  no t  s u r e  about t h a t .  

A: With hickory wood. And an  o l d  kettle. 

Q: What kind of a k e t t l e ?  

A: J u s t  an o ld  i r o n  k e t t l e .  

Q: That t h e  same one you made t h e  l a r d  in? 

A: Yes, I expect i t  w a s .  

Q: How much d id  you smoke t h e  meat? 

A: I don' t  remember. About t h r e e  weeks I th ink .  

Q: Did you smoke it every day? 

A: Yes. Not on Sunday. 

Q: No, your Scot-Presbyterianism came i n  t he re .  Now, what d id  you do 
w i t h  t h e  sausage? Bow d id  you make t h e  sausage? 

A: Grind i t  and season i t .  

Q: How did  you season i t ?  What d id  you put i n  i t ?  

A: S a l t  and pepper and sage. 

Q: How long would t h a t  keep? 

A: Oh, I don ' t  know. A good b i t .  Generally put  i t  down i n  a crock qnd 
I covered i t  over .  
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Q: Fr ied  i t  down. That ' s  what I wanted you t o  t e l l  m e  about.  Now f e l l  
m e  about t h e  l a rd .  How d i d  you make l a r d ?  

A: Just set t h e  k e t t l e  outdoors.  

Q: What did  you cook i n  t h a r  k e t t l e ?  

A: Just t he  f a t  of the hog. 

Q: A fa t  hog made a l o t  of l a r d ?  

A:  Yes. 

Q: How long did  i t  take t o  cook i t ?  

A: Oh, t h r e e  o r  four  hours.  

Q: Did you s t r a i n  i t ?  

A: Joe  did.  H e  did  a l l  of i t .  

Q: W e l l ,  then how d id  you g e t  those  p ieces  o f  f a t  meat ou t  of thar  

A: It was s t r a i n e d  through a sack. Lard press. They had a l a r d  press .  

Q: Now t e l l  m e  about t h a t  l a r d  press .  

A: I don' t  h o w  what ever  become of it. 

Q: How b ig  was i t ,  what d id  i t  look l i k e ?  

A: Oh, j u s t  an i ron  th ing  about two ga l lons .  Turned wi th  a crank and 
grease  went down the re .  

Q: Was t h a t  hard work? 

A: No. 

Q: How long would t h e  l a r d  keep? 

A: I t ' d  keep a year  o r  two. 

Q: And i f  i t  got  so  s t rong  t h a t  you couldn ' t  e a t  what would you do wi th  
it? 

A: I guess we used it up be fo re  it  got  strong, 

Q: How hid they make t h e i r  soap then? 

A: Oh, we had an old ash hopper and go t  the l y e  and put  t h e  ashes  oul 
i t  and poured water on i t  and i t  came out  lye. 

Q: Oh? What kind of f a t  d id  you use i n  that soap? Where d id  you gel 
t he  grease? 
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A: Fat off t he  hogs. Trimmed i t  o f f .  

Q: You mean l i k e  what was l e f t  from t h e  l a r d ?  Would you use t h e  lard 
t h a t  waen't so f i r s t  c l a s s  f o r  soap? I f  some of the l a r d  wasn't very 
good would you make t h a t  i n t o  soap? 

A: I dqn't t h i n k  so. I don ' t  h o w .  

Q: Did they use bacon g rease  f o r  soap? 

A: They used what you c a l l  s o f t  soap, I don' t  know hc 
t h a t .  

Q: But you had an  ash  hopper when you were a boy? 

A: Yes. 

Q: How of t en  would they  make soap? 

A: I don't  how.  Probably once a year  I imagine. 

Q: Where'd they put  i t  a f t e r  they  go t  i t  made? 

A: In the basement. 

Q: Cut i t  up i n  cakes o r  was i t  s o f t  soap? 

A: I th ink  i t  w a s  s o f t  soap. 

Q: And where did  they keep t h a t  in?  A b a r r e l ?  

~w. I d i d n ' t  mak 

A: They kept  i n  t h e  basement I guess. I don' t  remember what they  d id  
w i t h  it, 

Q: Did you buy soap t o  wash your f a c e  o r  d id  you use t h a t  homemade soap? 

A: We bought soap. 

Q: What d i d  they use  t h a t  homemade soap f o r ?  

A: To wash t h e  c lo thes .  

Q: Did they have washing machines? 

A: No, 

Q: How ?id they wash t h e  c lo thes?  

A: On alboard. 
1 

Q: Where d id  they g e t  t h e  board? 
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A: Home, 

Q: Who d id  t h e  washing? 

A: Did,you ever s e e  a washboard? 

Q: Yes, I ' ve  seen  them. In f a c t  I have an e l d  one i n  t h e  a t t i c .  Who 
d id  t h e  i washing? 

A: Mi24 [Rober t ' s  sister] mostly. 

Q: Was she a good washer? 

A: She was good a t  every th ing .  

Q: That ' s  r i g h t .  I s t i l l  never  eaten a b e t t e r '  p i e  than she could make. 
W e l l ,  let 's see you canned vegetab les ,  you made soap, and had sausage and 
then  they made q u i l t s ,  d i d n ' t  they? 

A: Oh, yes. 

Q: Where did they make them? Where'd they sew? 

A: I don ' t  know. Ups ta i r s  i n  a room I think.  I don' t  know. 

Q: A q u i l t i n g  frame you mean? 

A: Yes. 

Q: Did just your sisters quilt or  d id  some of t h e  neighbors come and 
he lp?  

A: No, Just they d id .  

Q: They were p r e t t y  good a t  i t  weren't  they? 

A: Yes. 

Q: Did o u r  mother q u i l t  too? P I 

A: Yes.; 

Q: I gueas she taught  them how. She must have taught  them how t o  do it. 

A: I expect ,  

Q: Did ou have rag  rugs? r 
A: Yes.! 

Q: Tell m e  how they made those.  
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A: I don' t  how.  

Q: Did they c u t  up t h e  o ld  c l o t h e s ?  

A: Yes. 

Q: Then who made t h e  rugs ,  who d id  t h e  weaving? 

A: They had t h a t  done some p l ace  I guess. I th ink  they j u s t  took the 
r ags  somewhere and had them made. 

Q: Do you know who t h a t  would have been? 

A: No, 

Q: Did they put  straw under those  rag rugs? 

A: Yes. 

Q: Nailed them down? 

A: Yes, 

Q: Who did  t h a t ?  

A: The g i r l s .  

Q: Did they have a c a r p e t  s t r e t c h e r ?  

A: Yes. 

Q: I ' v e  never seen one of those.  What are they l i k e ?  

A: Well, I don' t  h o w .  J u s t  had hooks on t h a t  put  i n  t h e  rug and then 
they pu l l ed  it. 

Q: Now who took care of t h e  garden? 

A: Joe, 

Q: I t h i n k  J o e  was t h e  head cheese around here.  

A: He was f o r  years .  

Q: And how many cows d i d  you milk, when you were a l i t t l e  boy how many 
cows d id  they  milk? 

A: Oh, t h r e e  o r  four .  

Q: Did they make b u t t e r ?  

A: Oh, sure. 
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And cheese? 

i 
Yes. 

When did you learn t o  milk? 

When I was t h r e e  o r  four  yea r s  o ld ,  

Who taught  you, Joe? 

Yes, O r  t aught  myself.  

What were some of t h e  f irst  chores  you remember doing on t h e  farm? 

I don' t  how.  Tending t o  t h e  cows and ca lves .  

How o l d  were you be fo re  you went t o  t he  f i e l d ?  

Thirteen. 

Oh, what was your f i r s t  job i n  t h e  f i e l d ?  

Plowing. 

Did you walk o r  r i d e ?  

Walk. 

Did you go barefooted? 

Not when I was plowing no. We went barefooted sometimes. 

Why d i d n ' t  you go barefooted when you plowed? 

Hard on your toes .  

Who went t o  t h e  f i e l d  wi th  you? 

Angus and Joe. 

Then what w a s  t h e  next  job you had assigned? 

J u s t  r e g u l a r l y ,  whatever come up I guess. 

many people worked the  farm a t  t h a t  time? L e t ' s  say about  
people were working on t h e  farm? You would have been 

A: On t is farm? i 
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< 
A: About t h r e e  o r  four .  

Q: Now 1 who were they? 

A: Well t h e r e  w a s  Joe and t h e  rest of us. Homer Dailey was one of the 
f i r s t  ones I remember. 

Q: Joe  w a s  he re  before  you were born wasn't he? 

A: Oh, yes. 

Q: Do you remember any s t o r i e s  J o e  used t o  t e l l ?  

A: No, 

Q: I rmember he t o l d  about t he  barbeque t h a t  General Lippincot t  had. 
Do you remember t h a t  s t o r y ?  

A: No. 

Q: You're no good. ( laughs)  You can ' t  remember t h e  s t o r i e s .  You're 
l i k e  t h e  man in Scotland. T e l l  m e  about corn fodder. I want t o  know 
about t h a t .  Making corn  i n t o  t h e  fodder ,  How d i d  you use  t h e  fodder? 

A: Well, they just c u t  t h e  corn  and made i t  i n  t h e  shucks and hauled i t  
i n  t h e  winter .  Fed i t  t h a t  way. 

Q: When d id  they s top  doing t h a t ?  Was i t  t h e  s i l o  t h a t  changed t h a t ?  

A: Yes, 

Q: When d id  you g e t  your s i l o ?  

A: About 1913. 

Q: Who b u i l t  your silo? 

A: Dave French's f a t h e r ,  W i l l i e  French. 

Q: H e  b u i l t  t he  s i l o  then.  Who helped him? 

. A: Joe. 

Q: Did you ever  remember any l o g  bu i ld ings  around? Did you have a log 
co rnc r ib  o r  anything l i k e  t h a t ?  

A: Oh, no. 

Q :  Did the  Frenchs l i v e  i n  a log  bui ld ing?  

A: Oh, yes. 
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Q: Where was t h a t  house? 

A: well, they l ived  r i g h t  south of us up here. 

Q: Was t h a t  on the p a r t  t h a t  belonged t o  Warner's o r  the pa r t  t h a t  
belongs t o  you? 

A: It belonged t o  Warners. I don't  know i f  i t  belonged to  Warners in 
those days. I guess i t  did .  

Q: How big a house was i t? 

A: 1 don't  know. 

Q: Were you ever back there? 

A: No, I don' t  be l ieve  I was. 

Q: Who t o r e  i t  down? 

A: I don't  know tha t .  F e l l  down I guess. 

Q: Did you ever hear of Indians l i v i n g  back there? 

A: No, 

Q: Well now, Orv i l l e  French t o l d  me some Indians l ived  back i n  there  
when h i s  fo lks  f i r s t  came here. You don't  h o w  tha t  s to ry?  

A: Who t o l d  you t h a t ?  

Q: Orvi l le  French. Said an Indian woman came and took ca re  of them. He 
d idn ' t  know whether i t  was when h i s  father w a s  born or  when i t  was when 
W i l l  was born. 

A: No Indians during my time. 

Q: Well, they were o lder  than you were though. George French and 
W i l l i e .  How many r id ing  horses did you keep a t  a t i m e ?  

A: One o r  two. 

Q: Now were they purebred? 

A: No. 

Q: Jus horses. 7 
A: Yes. 

Q: D i d  'you have a carr iage?  






































