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Ed Taylor, Millersport, Chio, July 29, 1957.
Interviewer, John Knoepfle.

A: About this sunflower deal you see they raised these in vast
quarrtitiesandthentheyhaveareceivingdayalonginthefalla:ﬂ
they bring these in from all arcund. So it starts about seven o'clock
in the morning Clear on receiving until nine that night. They would
haveastringofwagonsahalfmilelmg. Then the boat come out in
that evening and pick them up. I saw the Iouisville lay there for I
believe about two hours and two mimites with thirty-one roustabouts
carryirg. Welltheyhadsuchalaxgepilethattheyhadtomakethe
second landing, made the-—too far to carry them-—and dropped it back
outintheriverandthendxcppedthegangplankdmmwheretheywould
be closer by. Itwmldbetwooutonthebankhoistingandtheywmld
setthemupontheirshouldersandtheywwldcarrywithmrtever
puttingtheirha:rﬂmthem,they'djustcatc:hthemmthepointofthe
stwulderarﬂthenseelikethatandthey'dhavetheirhandsintheir
pockets going up singing up the gangplank.

Q: They carried those seed in sacks then?

A: TIn sacks. mymseesunflwerseedisnottooheavyammey
cmzldgetamﬂamlmredfortyorfiftypoundsbutitwouldbea;
sizeable sack maybe four foot long. They would just set them around
ontheshmlderlikethatandstickthemuparﬂoverarﬂmverspilla
one out of all that lick of seed.

Q: Wishlhwwhattheyvaresinging.

A: WellIcmldtellymscmethjngmlesaidashewentupthe
gangplank. He said, "If you want a hoecake baked good and done stick
it on a niggers heel and turn it to the sun."

Q: 1Is that so?

A: Yes that's so. Some a singing one thing and some another.
Anythingtobreakthemonotony.

Q: In other words, this raising sunflowers must have been a big thing
down there?

A: That was at that time, that was in a sunflower district. About
allofthanraisedsunflowersamitseenedasthamthatcroparﬂ
market for it, now Kansas raised a lot of sunflower seed at that time
butitaemslikethat'skindofgonemrtarﬂsoybeanshastakenthe
place of sunflower seeds. Now Dad, he bought sunflowers there for two
or three years. I believe they went to McCullough's at Cincinnati.
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Maybe you recall the McCullough Seed Company, then at Wood, Stubbs &
Co. at ILouisville they bought a lot of them. But I'd say in recent

years I haven't heard of any market for sunflower seed. I don't know
I reckon the soybean took the place of the sunflower seed.

Q: I think you said earlier that you shipped hogs by boat too?

{! A: Yes, I can tell you an little incident about the hog situation.
That was back in 1917 and 1918, the winter was so cold and the river
blocked. There was a neighbor down there, Dad was buying hogs ard
shipping out. A neighbor down there, I guess he'd noticed what had
happened during the night. See he had scame about ready to go and he
called Dad up ard asked him about the hogs. He said, "Ves," after
he'd made the deal, he said, "bring them up." He said, "Did you look
toward the river this morning." Dad loocked up and she looked like a
big g.gld. She had blocked during the night and there wasn't a boat
amoving.

,I Q: Precisely where did you live down there, Mr. Taylor?

A: We lived about fifteen miles below Madison in what is called
Iordon Bottom.

Q: ILondon Bottom?

A: Yes that would be the, I think it's the second bottom below
Madison. You see, every time the river twrns, or rather the hill
turns, you would have the channel on first on one side the other; one
: way the river turns or the hill turns, you'll run the channel towards
‘5 the hill all the time. That throws your bottams maybe over on the

ﬁ Indiana side; then the river turns and run again that hill, that
throws the bottoms all on it, and that's the way it meanders around
i down following the valley.

Q! You were in a rich bottom there?

A: We were in a pretty good bottom down about fifteen miles below
’ Madison.

Q: I guess you had a landing too?

A: Yes, we had a landing. I'll tell you a little story about that,

! now that I think, if I come in up here and miss the landing, of course

: we have got just about a hundred foot to come in on and if you are

i over that you are on somebody else's territory. But there along the
river you know they can bump the bank most anywhere along. My father

: was coming up from Louisville on the Corker that one morning and it

* was along in March, the river was high and the wind, the upstream wind

: was blowing, and the river was so rough. I saw that Corker try to

g make the landing three times and then put him off abolt quarter of a

g%edmmalongthecornﬁeldormtherwherethecomwastheyear
ore,

Q: They did?
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A: Yes everytime they would start to the bank, of course, they would
have to shut down some. The wind would take them and just turn that
three deck steamer, and that was a sizeable boat, probably a hurxired
fifty or sixty foot long and then they wonder about this little boat
of mine. You just come in and put it on a dime. You just don't know,
it's just not all roses with steamboating.

Q: Light draft and a high freeboard.

A: That's right, all riverboats, what you term, would be light draft,
you know. They started out with shallow, I guess there's been some
carried a sizable lot of freight, wouldn't draw over sixteen or
eighteen inches of water. I've read about in the Waterways Journal,
different boats, you know. Several have asked me about Eﬁs boat,
said you ought to have this up on the Iakes. I said it wouldn't stay
on the Iakes more than cne big storm. They wondered why, steel hull
and all. "Well," I said, "it doesn't draw enocugh water." I says,
"You have to get down six or seven foot anyhow into the water."

Q: What do you draw on that boat?

A: T draw about nineteen inches, it's twenty-two at the aft and
sixteen in the bow, light loaded. It'll average about nineteen,
twenty inches I guess.

Q: Well let me take you back now to your experience of shipping on
that earlier river. How about things like . . .

A: Like the time I got the hogs in the river down there, waiting for
the mail boat? Well there is a landing just below us there about two
miles which was what called Mail Boat Landing. These big sidewheels
wouldn't land only, outside the wharfboats, only in deep water. You
couldn't land it just anywhere. So they had what they called the Mail
Boat lLanding down there and they shipped from there. They shipped
hogs, fruits, cattle, anything. They had stockpens there. And one
night they got these new pens and opened up for the gangplank, and
someway they let these hogs get out and they had the roustabouts but
some of them got into the river and they had them out with what they
call chainbars. Have you seen them?

Q: Yes, I have heard of them.,

A: Well a chainbar, two fellows can carry a pretty good size hog with
them. It's two poles I'd say six foot long, strong, say two and a
half inches in diameter, with chains across them. They would lay that
right down across, with two chains across, lay it down across the hogs
back and throw him over and then the hog is on his back and they'd
just pick it up up like you would pick up a wheelbarrow, a man at each
end. They'd carry two hundred and -six pournd hog and he
couldn't get out of there. Just carry him right on and turn him right
out again. They was out there that night, some of them got in the
river, and I don't know whether they got all of them or not. They got
partoftlmmtheboat,buttheonesthatgctaway,tlmyhadme
roustabmtswtthem,tzyingtocatchhogs,ammeygotthegate:
broke down someway. They'd aimed to drag them right up, and then they
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had gates on the gangplank, and they would take them right arcund from
one pen to ancther.

Q: Must have been a hard lot for those rousters?

A: It seems like that would be a pretty hard life, but I guess
steamboating and then the cotton fields, were kind of the second
nature. Well all river life, like other life was more or less rugged
in them days than what it is now. Even farm life then you did it with
more main strength and awkwardness and than what you do now. So it's
all kind of done mechanically, you know.

Q: If the machinery is good. Well tell me about you must have raised
a lot of corn too.

A: Yes, they did, now this county that I moved from over here, now
you ought to get this, raised the most hogs per square mile of any
county in the United States.

Q: What county was that?

A: That's Rush County, Indiana. They raised corn and hogs there, if
you've got fifty acres you put half of it in corn and feed it all up
to hogs. And if you have got five hundred acres you will probably put
half of it in corn. Corn in about half of it. It's strong ground and
they raise and feed, they get a lot of corn cut of Illinois. They
feed up all raise there, because they do raise so many hogs.
That's their main goal there, corn and hogs.

Q: Guess they just supplied most of the market up at Cincimnati and
maybe Iouisville too?

A: Yes and of course they ship a lot of it into Indianapolis.
Indianapolis I just noticed in the cuotations on the hogs was ruming
heavier receipts than chicago.

Q: TIs that so?

A: But it's right in an awful hog producing district. I can tell you
a little joke on a fellow out home there. He told his boy, he says,
"You see that stump out there. Go drive it out, it's probably a heg."
Because they do raise so many hogs you know.

Q: Well did you ever ship corn by river?

A: We did when we moved away from the river. That's the only time.
We fed most of our corn down there.

Q: Wwhat other stuff did you raise down there?
A: Just clover, is a three year rotation, like corn, wheat and

clover. Some cats and, then now they're getting to raise quite a lot
of soybeans.
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Q: This is an offbeat question, hut did you fellows plant by the licht
of the moon down there?

A: Not too much. But there is something in that. If you plant corn
in the light moon and it will grow a lot heavier foliage, taller
stalks, your corn will grow taller than it will in the dark moon.
Then any root crop you are supposed to plant, like potatoes, or
anything like that in the dark of the moon, they'll root deeper
whether, anyhow in the potato set up, it will keep them from
sunburning. You plant them in the light moon and they will grow right
on top of the ground. A lot of them will sunbwm; they set on right
up close to the top of the ground, and in the dark moon they will root
down deeper. Here's another story, they say if you build a rail
fence; you know we used to have lots of rail fences, build it in the
light moon and it will stay on top of the ground ard if you build it
in the dark moon the second rail will go out of sight, just go out of
sight keep a sinking.

Q: Samebody else told us all about that you set the worm of the rail
in the light of the moon.

A: And it will stay on the top of the ground and I have heard old
timers say that, that the second rail will eventually go out of sight,
just keep sinking. Freezing and thawing, it will just keep sinking.

Q: I wonder where those farmers down in that part of the country came
in from? Were they over from North Carolina, that part of the
country?

A: Well, that I don't know, a lot of them, these peocple I was telling
aboutrightbelwusxdon't]umjustexactly,Itlﬁnktheycamfrmn
New Orleans. The older generation is very wealthy, they said when old
man Herold came there he had a barrel of gold. Anyhow he started, his
boy run through with a hat factory somewhere, don't know where it was,
but then he run through with a fine steamboat on the river. They were
very wealthy and they were from New Orleans.

Q: Do you know the name of the boat he had?

A: , that was before my day, the younger generation was living here
at farm where they were shipping these hogs from I was telling
you about getting in the river. But it seems like that this fellow
was kimd of a pla and he just run the older folks crazy, started
with first one thing and then ancther and I know the steamboat entered
into it along in his life there and he run through everything.

Q: Well you said that you knew a mmber of rivermen down in that

section of the country. I wonder if you could tell us something about
those men.

A; Some and maybe not too much. Now this Sanford Smith, he ran on
the river there for years. I think he owned a share in this Hanover
Packet and he was Captain of the Hanover. This Jesse Singer, he was
on the same boat but whether he had a share in it or not, but he was a
licensed engineer and a pilot on it. His brother was the reqular
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engineer. It used to be in case of storm, in fact I think Sandy @mith
was the only one that was authorized pilot and captain. Jesse Singer
was the regular pilot, Sandy Smith was clerk on there. If they had a
severe storm, they said that Sandy would go to the wheel, Jesse wauld
go to the engine room and John, that was Jesse's brother, he would
take up some other office. In other words they would just step down
to each one's capacity.

Q: The Hanover I guess was a small sterrwheeler?

A: Tt was a small stermwheel packet. It ran from Bethlehem to
Madison six days a week, Now you talk about them Turners, was quite
riverboat guys., There was four or five of them, brothers, and they
owned a fleet of boats. They owned the Kathryn, the Revonah,

the White Dove. Then they expanded out and they bought the Chio.
That was a three deck steamboat, run from Madison to Louisville
against the Corker. That's where they made a fatal mistake because it
was hitting the White Collar Line then that could run a big steamboat
for nothing in competition. I could tell you a little story about on
the Fourth of July all of them steamers would run excursions
somevhere. So the Corker and Chio started down the river from Madison
taking an excursion on the Fourth to Icuisville and they was running
about neck ard neck. A couple of girls over on the bank hailed, so
both of them both answered the hail and started in. Well the Corker
beat the Ohio in and the clerk run off and the girls commenced moving
back, said, "We wanted the other boat." The clerk just grabbed one of
them and said, "You are going today with us for nothing." Said, "We
won't charge you anything,”" and then the Chio went on in and picked up
the other one and the girls got together when they got to Icuisville.
There used to be quite some rough times in competition on the river.
This Turner outfit used to scrap the Hanover right smart. You talk
about the way times were back then, they cit the fare that you could
go from our landing fifteen miles to Madison and back for fifteen
cenmts., Well that would ordinarily be a quarter, but in competititwve
business, Then the Hanover went into another trade for awhile and
then your fare went to forty cents. But that competition in rivermen
it works that way.

Q: One of those photographs that we looked at the other day was the
Hanover., It was so small I thought it might be somebody's private
boat.

A: We have a picture taken out of the Waterways Journal; it was at
Iouisville with the Hanover, I think the Revonah, there was about ten,
including several big steamboats, at the levee at Iouisville in 19--,
it could of been in the teens, I don't just remember whether it was in
the teens or twenties, but it was back in the heyday of the river.

Q: You've built a number of boats yourself, maybe you would like to
tell us about those.

A: The first one was a small boat; it would carry about twenty
; but it was a sterrmheeler; and then this next one, it was
about Irdiana in 1936. The next ocne I built was this one I built
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in 1950 and sold in 1953, had a capacity of one hundred and 1
twenty-five. '

Q: Were you rumning those boats on the river down there?

A: This was on what they called the Muscatatuck River or Big Otter

Creek. It was about like a river sametimes, but it would be a small
river.

Q: I guess you were ruming little excursicns through there?

A: We had a kind of a little park built up there in cur farm. Had a
place for picnics and like of that. I built this little sterrwheel

boat to operate there.

Q: What was the name of the boat?

A: T called that for the boy, the B. C. Taylor.

Q: I see.

A: Then the next one was the A. M. Taylor for the wife. Then in the
meantime the boy gets married and got a couple of little girls theve,
Judelle and Becky, and of course I had to name the next cnes for my
granddaughters so that cut me clear out, I never named one for myself,
This cne has a capacity for three hundred.

Q: 'This one on the lake now?

A: This new one I have,
Q: Would you describe the building of that boat?

A: The first one here, we built it from the keel up. We laid the
keel we built it right here beside the house and the timbers, we
brought a Dodge truck over here from Indiana, The timbers for this
boat I built here, the first one, come from down around
Indiana. We had it loaded down with the overloads, all it would
carry, the timbers. Then we took the same truck and went to Cleveland
and I believe we got twenty-three hurdred foot of red cypress for
planking. About three hundred pounds of brass screws to put that
planking on with. No nails whatever was used in it. Was all put
together, we even plated our bolts, we couldn't buy bolts of the size
we needed and we fluxed and plated our own bolts. We put the planking
all on with brass screws on account of the corrosion. We don't have
any of that.

[4

Q: How did you ever figure out how to construct that wheel?

A: T guess it was just from watching the construction of them on the
gg.;rer, justabmtthebalancingofthem,andabmthmmeywerewt
ether.

ggatgidymeverget\pintoﬂmahipyazﬂinMadism,thh-gslike






















