
Preface 

This n-immxipt is the product of a tape recorded intewview c m d w k d  
by ~ a h n  -fie on July 29, 1957, rmqmet ~eeder tmmmibed the 
tape and Dr. E&oepfle edited and rwiewed the transcript. This W 
other m i e w s  i n  a serie8 on s-ts and inland rivers were 
p- under the auspices of the Wblic Library of Cincinnati 
Hamilton Ccrunty, Ohio 2md S m g m m  S t a t e  univezs'sty, Springfield, 
11lbis. 

Ed Taylor discusses ahippirq an W river, rivemran, various boats and 
building his crwn boat. 

Jdm l b e p f l e  waEI born ~ h i n n a t i  in 1923. He a i n e d  his Ph.D. 
in literature frran Saint Uuis Univmmity in 1967, Dr. -fie is 
pmsmtly a professor of English at Sanganon S t a t e  Zfnivemity. He was 
mmd Illinois Author of the Y e w  in -, 1986. Jahn and his wife 
Feghaveanedaughterardtbreesosls. 

miry 1953-1955 mile working as r of an educational 
ww~sion station. w, Cbirma-fle a 
project on B-ts and inland rivers. These river memirs are a 
d t  of the ~0llect .d 1954-1960. 

Readers  of the oral hisbry mamir should bear in mind that it is a 
transcyipt of the spoken mrd, and that the interviewer, narrator and 
editor scmght to praserve the informal, cwlversational style that is 
hhemmt in such historid smmes. Saxrgam~n State university and 
the Public Library of C h i w r a t i  am3 Hamutan cmnty, Ohio are not 
-file far the factual accuracy of the mzmir, rn for views 
aqmssed w i n ;  these are for the reader to judge. 

Ihemmwxipkmaybe read, quot&andcited freely. It may not be 
mpmdmed in &ole or in part by ary miins, elechdc or m a d ,  
withcllrt permission in writing fram either the Oral History Office, 
Sangawn State Wrdversity, Springfield, Illhis, 62794-9243 or the 
Curator of Rare Books and special collections of the Public Library of 
~h i r r na t i  arxi Hamilton County, Ohio, 45202-2071. 



In ta rVim,  John Knaepfle. 

Q: 'Xlrey carried those seed in sacks then? 

Q: Is that so? 

Q: In other 
dcrwn there? 

must have been a big thing 
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Q: I think you said earlier that ycu &ilJPea hags by boat too? 

Q: Fmcisely where did yrru live dawn there, Mr. Taylor? 

A: W e  lived a b u t  fifteen miles belcrw Madim in what  is called 
Lnndan Bottcnra. 

A: Y e s  that would be the, I think it's the second bottom Maw 
Madism. You see, way time the river kuns, or rather thf! hill 
turns, you wwld have the -1 on first on one side the other; one 
way the river turns or the hill turns, youlll run the channel tawerrds 
thehi l la l l the t ime.  matthmw.~battcansmaybeovermthe 
Indiana side: then the river turns and run again that hill, that 
thmws the bottoms all cn it, and that's the way it nreanders aranrl 
dam follawing title valley. 

Q: Y m  were in a rich  bath^^ there? 

Q: Plwy did? 
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A: Yeassrverytirrw!theywouldstarttothebank,ofccrurse,thqwmld 
havetoElhUtdQwnsae. ' Ihewirdwuuldtakethemandjusttum~t 
three deck  stem^^, and that was a sizeable boat, pmbably a hm3md 
f i f ty or sixty foot long ard then t t q  wmder about this little baat 
of mine. You just came in ard  put. it on a dime. You just drm't Imnw, 
it's just nut all roses with steamboating. 

draft 

A: That's right, all r i m - ,  what you term, woolld be light draft, 
you Imow. They started mt with shalluw, I guess there's h e n  txrrne 
carried a sizable lot of freight, &dnlt draw aver ek teen  or 
eighteen inches of water. I've & atxxxt in the Waterwa Jcrurnal, 
different boats, ycm laow. Several have askidme - - d f s b o a t ,  2lbou 
said yau aught to have this up on the Lakes. I said it umldn't stay 
on the muas =re than one big Storm. They waY%Xr& why, steel hull 
and all. 'Welltt' I said, I t i t  doesn't drew emmp water.lt I says, 
llYou hewe to get  d m  eix or w e n  foot anyhaw lnto the w a t e r . t l  

Q: What do yau draw on that boat? 

A: I draw about nineteen inches, it's twenty-tw~ at the aft anl 
sixtea in the bcrw, light loadd. It'll average about nbtam, 
t w m t y i n C h e s 1 ~ .  

Q: we11 let ~ne take you ba& now to ymr expr im of shipping on 
that ~arlier river. Hrrw a b m t  thingr;i 1 h  . . . 
A: Like the time I gat the hogs in the river dcrwn there, waiting for 
themailboat? W e l l ~ i s a l a n d F n g j u s t b e l w u s t h e r e ~ t t w o  
miles wkich ~ r p s  what  called Mail Boat fanding. These big sida&d,s 
wouldn't land mly, outside the wharfboats, only in deep water. Ydu 
cOeildntt land it just anyvhxe. So they had what thq called the lbil 
Baa tLElnd ingdownthereand theysh i~fmthere .  Thqshipped 
hap ,  fruits, cattle, anything. They had s- there. And one 
n i g h t ~ g O t ~ n e w p e n s a n d c r p e a e d u p f o r t h e g a n g p l 2 m k ,  and 
scrnreway they let thwe hogs get out and they had the rcxlstabouts but 
scrlneof - g a t h W t h e r i v a r a n d t h e y h a d m a u t w i t h a t w  
call chainbars. Haw you seen them? 

Q: Yes, I have heard of them, 



Q: M& have been a hard lot  for thoee ram*? 

A: It seems like that would be a pretty hard l ife,  but I guess 
stembtttirrg and then the cotton fields, mre W of the second 
nature. Wall a l l  river life, like ather life was more or less wed 
in than days than what it is nau. Even farm life than you did it with 
n o r e m a i n s ~ a r d a ~ a r d t h a n r h a t y m d o n a r .  Soit's 
all w of done mdmically, you h. 

A: mat's Rush County, Indiana. They raised corn ard h q E  there, if 
you've got fifty acres you put half of it in corn and feed it all up 
to m. And i f  you have got five hun&ed acres you will probably p t  
M f  of it in corn. Ccan in atart half of it. It's stnmg gmmd and 
they raise and feed, they get a lot of corn cut of Illimis. They 
feed up all ""I,raise there, because they do raise so laany hogs. 
?hat's thek. na goal there, corn MB hogs. 

Q: Guees they just supplied ncet of the market up at C i n c h t i  and 
maybe Lazidlle too? 

a: Is that so? 

A: But it's right in an awful hog proltuchg district. I can tell you 
a l i t t l e  joke on a fellow out hape there. He told his boy, he says, 
llYm see that stunp out there. G o  drive it aR, it Is probably a heg. 
Becausetheydoraisesomarryh0gsyou)aww. 

Q: Well did you ever ship corn by river? 

A: We did when rn mwed away f m n  the river. That's the only th. 
W e  fed mdst of our corn dcrwn there. 

A: Just clwer, is a three year rotation, like cran, w l m t  arrl 
clover. Saae oats and, then now they're getting to rake quite a lo t  
of soybeans. 



Ed Taylor 

Q: This is an offbeat question, but did ycru fell- plant by the light 
of the m dawn there? 

A: N o t t o o r m z c h .  WztthereissumWqinthat. If yauplantaom 
in the light man an3 it w i l l  grcrw a lot heavier foliage, taller 
stalks, your corn w i l l  grcrw taller than it w i l l  in the dark moon. 
'&rsn any Yc%Yt crap you are -to plant, l M  pcrtataes, or 
~ l i k e t h a t i n t l l @ d a r k ~ f ~ ~ ,  t h e y ' l l r m t ~  
whtber, anyhow in the potato set up, it will keep them fmm 
s u h m h g .  You plant them in the light mom arrd they w i l l  gruw right 
an top of the graund. A lot of them will Esunlxurn; they set an ri*t 
upc lose to the tcpof  thegmml, a r r d i n t h e ~ k m o o n t h e y w i l l r o o t  
d m  -. Here's another story, U q  say if you build a rail 
f-; yau bcw we used to have lots of rail fencss, build it in the 
light rn and it w i l l  stay on tap of the grcmd ard if y c ~ z  W d  it 
in IAe dark moon the rail w i l l  go art of sight, just go cut of 
sight keep a shkhg. 

Q: Scanebady else told u& all about that ycru set the worn of the rail 
in  the light of the m. 

A: An3 it w i l l  stay on the top of the ground and I have heard old 
thers say that, that the samd rail will eventually go cut of sight, 
just bep sinking. Freezing and thawm, it w i l l  just kAep s w .  

A: Well, that I don't knm, a lo t  of them, these people I was telling 
about right belw us I don't lmau just exactly, I think they mmia fm 
New Orleans. The older gemration is very wealthy, t'hey said when old 
man Harold cxm~ there he had a barrel of gold. Arryhaw he shrted, his 
bay run tkmgh w i t h  a hat factory -, don't Icnaw vham it was, 
b u t t h m h e r u n ~ w i t h a f i n e a r t e a m t s o a t o n t h e r i v e r .  -were 
vqfrJlealuly f m N ~ ~ O r l & m ~ .  

Q: WeLl you said that you knew a mmaber of rivemm dcrwn in *that 
section of the country. I wader if yau could tell us wmtbhg about 
mas43 men. 

licewed and a pilot on it. His was the regular 
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engineer. It used to be in case of storm, in fact I think Wth 
was Um m l y  me that was authorized pile and captain. Jesse s-er 
was the regular pilot, Sandy Smith was clerk an there. If they had a 
samestom, t h e y s a i d t h a t S a n d y W d g o t ~ t h e w h e e l ,  Jessewuuld 
go to the engine roan and John, that was J m l s  bro-bz, he wmld 
takaupsaneothereffh. Inothervmrdstheywmld juststepdanr 
t o  each me's capacity. 

A: It was a small stemheel packet. It ran from Eethlehem to 
M a d i s m  six days a *leek. Nar ym talk a b u t  them 72wmers. waa cpite 
riverboat guys. There was fCUl or five of then, bmthers, anJ. they 
awned a fleet of boats. They ckJned the Yam, the m, 
theWhiteDave. ~ t h e y ~ a r t a n d t h e y b o u c p t t h e O h i o .  
Thatwasathree~staamboat ,  runfmmMadisontoIxluisviIK 
against the Corker. %tts wherre tbyrnads a fatal mistake because it 
was hitting -te O D l l a r  Lin. t b n  that carld +un a big s h m b a t  
for nuthing in capetitin. I a d  tell ycu a little stcoy abah en 
t h e ~ o f J u l y a L 1 o f ~ ~ ~ d r u n ~ i o n s  
smabxe. So the Corker and ahio sbrk i  down the river fmn 
taking M c l ~ ~ ~ ~ i r m m  -to Lmbville and they was mmhg 
abaR neck and neck. A couple of girls ovar on the hank hailed, m 
b t h  of them both amweed the hail started in. Well the Cork 
beat the Ohio in and the d w k  nnr off and the girls ccmmcdmcW~ 
lack, =id.- wanted the othy b a t . I 1  T h e  clerk jus t  grabbed ane of 
them and mid, l1Ym are going today w i t h  u. for n o t h i n g . I 1  Said, 'We 
~ ~ " ' t ~ e y c u ~ . " a n d ~ t h e o h i o w e n t m i n a n d p i c k e d u p  
the other one and the glrls got t o g e t h e r s  they got to Louisville. 
There used to be quib - rough thes in carpetition cn the r ivs .  
73-d~ T i m ~  outfit used to m a p  the right ermsrt. You talk 
abautthewa~timeewereba&then, t&xiEthefarethatycuoalld 
go fram anr lalldhg fif'teenmiles toMadison and back for fifteen 
cents. Well that would ordinarily be a quarter, M in capetititie 
bus-. men the - werrt illto anathar trade for awhile ard 
then YrUr  far^ went Y. Rrt that cargetition in rivenaen 
it work that m y *  

A: W e  have a picture taken out of the Waterways Jotmal; it was at  
Louisville w i t h  the Hanover, I thMc the ~ a r c ~ h , t h e r a w a s  a b u t  ten, 
hcludbg several big -ts, at  the lwee a t  louisville in 19--, 
itcmldofbesnintheteens, Idon l t  just-whetharitwaoin 
the team or twenties, but it was b& in the heyday of the river. 
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in  1950 sold in 1953. had a capaciw of one hundred and I 

--five. 

A: Wo had a kind of a little park b u i l t  up there in our farm. Had a 
place for picnics Md like of that. I built this little s- 
boat to trperate them. 

A: I called that for the boy, the B. C. Taylor. 

a: I see. 

A: This new one I have. 

Q: Wauld you desmih the building of that boat? 

Q: did rn ever figure out how to cmstruct mt wheel? 














