
Preface 

This rrranuscript is the product of a tape recorded interview conducted by 
Cullam Davis for the Oral History Office on July 23, 1984. Linda J e t t  
transcribed the tapes and Horace Q. Waggoner edited the transcript. M K .  
Tagge reviewd the transcript. 

George Tagge was born December 2,  1907 in Chicago, I l l inois.  He attended 
public schools in the c i ty  and N o r t h ~ s t e r n  University i n  Evanston. His 
early newspapering experience was with the City News Ehreau. A series of 
assigrrrnents with the Chicago Tribune culminated in  his appointnmt as 
political editor. In that capacity he covered major political stories i n  
the ci ty ,  at  Springfield, and at national party conventions for many 
years. In this m i r  he focuses on efforts spearheaded by the Tribune to 
build ~ C o d c k  Place convention center. Mr. Tagge was the d w i ' r c e  
behind keeping this drean alive in the I l l inois  General Assembly. A t  the 
tirzle these interviews E r e  conducted he was retired and living in Arizona. 

Readers of the oral history m o i r  should bear in mind that it is a 
transcript of the spoken mrd,  and that the interviewr,  narrator and 
editor scm&t t o  preserve the informal, conversational style that is 
inherent in such h i s to r i cd  saurces. Sangamon State University is not 
responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for views 
expressed therein; these are for the reader to  judge. 

The manuscript m y  be read, quoted and cited freely. It may not be 
reprodwed in whole or in  part by any mans, electronic or mchanical, 
without permission in writirg fran the &a1 History Office, Sangamon 
State University, Springfield, Illinois 62794-9243. -- 



Table of Contents 

Events Leading to and Key Players Involved in . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ktablishingMcCormickPlace 1 

W i l l i a m  J . "Botchy" Comrs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  7 

. . . . . . . . . . .  Roland V . Libomti and the Radio Libel Bill 9 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Richard J . Daley 10 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Hause B i l l  735 13 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Clem Graver Kidnapping 16 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Inthesenate: 1953 19 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Wcago Park District 24 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Locationof Structure 25 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  k t  Cases. 27 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Bond Sales 29 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Low Point 30 

Nature of Il l inois Politics . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  37 



George Tagge, July 23, 1984, Carefree, Arizona. 

CuZlan Davis, I n t e ~ e w r  . 

Q: Mr. Tagge, ='re gohg to ta lk  about your role in, and ymr m r y  
of, a l l  of the battles and struggles behind the h i l d i n g  of PkCormick 
~ o s i t i o n  Hall in Chicago, and I'll simply l e t  you talk though I may 
interrupt w i t h  an occasional question as questions occur to me. 

A: k11, I think i t 's  important to  establish a sort of a foundation for 
perhaps the f i r s t  tim that I how of. Not even in any Chic o Tribune 
account, that I ever saw nor in any of the books in whic lZi2=- re h a v e b e e n  
accounts, m s  this foundation shorn. hhen k r l d  War I1 ended there wis a 
fair-sized recession and when the American Association of Railroads began 
discussing before gohg ahead w i t h  a fair  on Wcago's lakefront, Colonel 
Mcbrmick, the publisher and editor of the CPlic o Tribune, was enthusiastic. 
He remabred, of course, the Cbicago Century +F o Progress W b i t i o n  of 
1933 which was so success£ul, unlike almst any other wr ld ' s  fa i r ,  that 
it ws continued for a second year, i n  1934. And one reason this wrld's 
fair was SO ~~ccessful was that it ms managed with I muld say an iron 
hand by Major Lena R. Lnhr d m  had been a very useful mfmbex of the Army 
Corps of Engineers. 

And so the railroad fair -S established on the lakefront near 23rd 
Street tJhich ms also the s i t e  of the mrld's fa ir  of 1933 and 1934. And 
the railroad fair m s  continued a second year Aich m s  sanewhat unexpected 
because of its success. Partly this m s  because the public ~ k l s  ready for 
st;xmt sort of boost and sane activity. 

So then the Colonel m t e d  to  have still m e  of lahfront  fair. Well, I 
was at m e t a s  in the office of the nunaging editor of the Tribune, 
k i c h  m s  used because of its ample size althou* it m s  be%- for 
these occasions by the city editor, W. D. Maw11, hown generally as Don 
-11. So Major b h r ,  highly respected and properly so, said and said 
it very firmly and w i t h  sp i r i t  that the buildings are just fall- apart, 
with the kind of ~ t h e r  that Wcago has in the winters, that it s a 
wonder they could have been used a second yeax, and they couldn't be used 
any longer. 

Q: kt IIE interrupt here a m n t  . So this w s  Colonel McCodck' s idea 
to have a continuing lakefront fair?  

A: Lakefront or railroad fair,  yes. 

Q: He m t e d  that to  be a continuing, permanent sort of activity? 
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A: Yes. &cause it m s  not as narrow a thing as the term or mane railroad 
fair might indicate. M y  other interests saw advantages in  bec- 
involved, industries, and they did so. So after b h r  , h o  ws d t e r  ) a l l  
the boss of this b l e  enterprise, mde his point sufficiently and cc/uldnlt 
be budged, the Colonel called a meting at  the Wcago Club at Michi an 
and Van Wen, not t o  be confused w i t h  the Wcago Athletic Club d-dh is 
a less lofty chain a few blocks north on Michigan Avenue. 

Q: Do you renabex ,  referring back to  these previous treetings or the 
previous meting in the managing editor's office, who wis there? It was 
you and Colonel McCoKnick and Major h h r ?  

A : No. Colonel Mcbrmick ww not there. Along with -11 =re, as I 
said, mainly Lena b h r  and s m  of the people f r o m  the Chicago Association 
of Ccxmrerce and Industry and State Street merchants, people who would 
benefit frm any kind of major activity in the nature of a f a i r .  

Q: my  *re you there? 

A: I don't how. (chuckles) I can only reply that I didn't ask. I was 
invited and I accepted the invitation as I invariably did h the boss 
said how about doing so and so. 

Q: So -11 asked you t o  attend? 

A: Yes. And the mmaging editor m s  J. Loy kloney , that' s Scotch-Irish. 
But this w s  particularly -11 's assj%mnent frm the Colonel, and good 
time to  throw in that the ball  was i n  Maxdl's court particularly because 
he had gone out and raised a hell  of a l o t  of mmey in contributions. 
Five tkusand dollars, ten thousand, sane m r e  than that, to carry on the 
lakefront f a i r  which the railroads never fancied doing s t r i c t l y  on their 
awn. 

Q: So now--=I1 you =re m t i o n i n g  I believe the managing editor ' s 
office meeting. 

A: Yes. But then I had said the Colonel, oh--& Colonel called a 
meting a t  the Chicago Club and kxw11 w s  not there as I recall  but I 
ms there. I was not there to  harrangue anybody but I m s  there as a 
reporter and observer. And only the Colonel indicated any forcefulness 
and any willingness to  caw up with money as the Tribune carrpany did for 
the railroad fairs. But the others e r e  either silent or--there E r e  a 
couple of dozen present, I wuld say--they =re either silent or the 
equivalent of s i lent ,  saying nothing of any help. 

Q: Now was this called in order to t ry  to  pramte the raising of m y  
to  lxlild a permanent h i l d i n g  or t o  stage the lakefront f a i r ?  

A: kll, no. I m s  not clear, I don't think anybody wis, in view of 
Major b h r  's announcmts  about the buildings, and the condition and 
all. If money had been raised, even if  it e r e  a lo t  of money--ramher 
this is shortly after bbrld &r 11, different size dollar. A l o t  d d  
have been several h&ed thousand dollars. And it m l d  have taken so 
rmch t* that I think the Colonel wis just trying to  find out dmt might 
be planned for years after 1950. 
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Q: Okay. 

A: I think I'll back up to  this extent. After years of battling had 
been done and the lakefront exposition center w a s  m11 on its way t o  
being a real i ty ,  frbrie O'Cormer &o w s  then in charge of the mrgue, las 
newspaper people ca l l  the reference room, brought out t o  m a book tlqt 
I ' m  holding in  my hand t i t l ed ,  'Ticture Encyclopedia of the b r l d ' s  
Greatest Newspaper. " A hard cover book of,  my God, 787 pages. No, 
there's more. There's a l i t t l e  mre--790 pages. And this book vhich 
plrports to  explain a great deal about the newspaper business k general, 
and the Chic o Tribune operations in particular, has in  i t ,  and I quote, 
'The TriEii$%P= for Metropolitan (Xicago." All in caps. And 
one, '%lake Makecago the First City i n  the World." k, "Start Building a 
Subway. " Three, "Electrify the Railroads." Oh, this ms published 
in--copyrighted--1928. I 'm sure it mas published the same year. Four, 
"Abolish the Smke Pall. " Five, "Build Safe Streets and Highways." Six, 
%establish Constitutional Representation.'' I was not employed a t  the 
Tribune and I don't how how they got to  that point. Seven and l a s t ,  
-Chicago the Best Corrvention Hall in h r i c a .  " 

Naw in the years of battling that had gone before Marie O'Conner brin ing 
this out to  E, I had m e +  heard rzlention of this f r a n  anybody, nuch f ess 
had it been mmtioned in  any of the stories and editorials in the Tribune. 
Because I know that Maxw11, dm started at  the Tribune a t  a very young 
age, he had been working for the T r i b e  d x n  this ms published--but I ' m  
entirely positive that he had j u s w t t e n  about it. W e  possible 
reason d d  be as  I said this is a lms t  eight hndred pages and I m l d  
say he had never read the damn thing, perhaps not wen looked in  it. 
( laughter ) 

So this -11, I believe--1 do digress--hxvell I think, had he knom 
about it, could have made good use of it when there E r e  disputes ow 
argunents anon& the T r i k  top brass about the way R =re devoting 
quite a bit of vigor to pushing this convention hal l  project. And, had 
it been possible, I think he muld have said, '%w wait a minute. Page 
204, i t 's  there.'' 

Q: It's in  their platform. 

A: Yes. (laughter) I 'm just picking up where . . . 
Q: After a twnty-year hiatus. 

A: h of the brass thought of it as being very much his project. 

Q: I see. This muld have given it a certain sanctity in Tribune policy. 

A: Sure. ?here's the Bible. (laughter) 

Q: k t  me folluw up on that. It is musing lmt also interesting. It 
suggests to  me, j u s t  as an outsider, that this had perhaps been a long- 
running pet interest of Colcmel WComick' s . Is there any evidence or 
knowledge on your part that this had been a pet idea of his? 
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A: In the year 1928 he ws then already arriving at  Tribune Tower in his 
Rolls Royce --passenger roadster accanpanied only by his bodyguard, 
This raadster being khaki-colored and I mean army khaki, not tan or T i g e  
or anything but genuine army khaki. I'm certain it ms the only one ,in 
the mrld.  (laughter) 

But i t 's  surprising that the Colonel didn't mention that this had b e a ,  
yau h a w ,  a plank fox almst forever as things go in the newspaper business. 
But when this bat t le  really got underway, when it got beyond the lakefront 
fair stage and into the building stage the Colonel was in very ill health. 
He was in ill health fox long before his death in  1955. 

So there E have sarre b a c k g r d  but there's a l i t t l e  mre I 'd  like t o  
put in, O.~llom, before I forget it. Naaely that in the 1949 session of 
the l e g i s l a m e  rhen I was covering a house c d t t e e  hearing on a b i l l  
to  put on a hotel roan tax--I think it m s  t o  help the bureau or more 
than one bureau that mrked to  get more conventions and rmre visi tors for 
a icago,  that a s  the sort  of b i l l  it ws. And the natural and very 
vigorous oppment , leading spokesman, against it ms Joseph T. Wek who 
was--I think his t i t l e  a s  executive secretary or a c u t i v e  v.p. of the 
State Street Council, a strong and pretty ell-financed organization. 
And Joe Meek in his testimony argued in part that ,  by Jove, he perhaps 
could go along with this kind of a t a x  i f  it e r e  eanmrked for a new 
cawentian hal l ,  that Chicago ~s in God-awhl shape with its convention 
hall  facilities. W e l l ,  of the thousands of c d t t e e  hearings I covered 
in my time this b i t  stuck with me precisely because this was my om 
feeling and had been for a long tinre. In my personal experience I had 
covered national political conventions out a t  the International Ampitheater 
and had ridden special buses back t o  downtom quite sorrre distance away. 
This ms fran 43rd and Halstead Streets. And heard the out-of-towners, 
or out-of-state people especially and mst especially New Yorkrs , canplaining 
bi t ter ly  about the stench a t  the Stockyard H a l  1 which didn't go m y  when 
a convention or sorrre other special event--rather r a r e - - c e  in there. 
%at place a s  really built for the national livestock show or shows. 
And even, ~ 1 1 ,  the stockyards, the s l w t e r  hause odors never did get 
out of the building. It b e c e  part of the cement. So that was in my 
mind all the t h  this tas going on about the lakefront fair and Major 
b h r  and so forth. 

Q: You've mentioned key players in this  early planning. Mjor busiress 
officials  , Zloop business officials  , Chicago Tribune, representatives of 
the Association of (hmrce and Industry. e w t  d c i p a l  g o v e m t s ,  
CZzicago g o v e m t ?  Ms there any active role played by appropriate, or 
inappropriate, people? 

A: A s  nearly as I can recall ,  k l lm,  no plblic official  of any s o r t m s  
present at  those rreetings. I think perhaps the--w11, -11 ms the 
host and I didn't ask him and I don't w i n e  anyone else did. But I'm 
not sure that those generally hm as the State Street leaders m l d  
have wlcamd having the local pols becaming privy to  their thoughts 
because this ws the kind of atmsphere. Msn't any newspaper report on 
this gathering or many others like it. This ms t o  let dam the hair and 
find out haw people f e l t ,  find out what kind of cooperation they mi&t 
give and so on. 
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Thmgs wnt to  sleep for a while. "Just doesn't seem t o  be any important 
mwe possible." And in May of 1951 J. Loy Maloney ret ired suddenly 
it was a shock to the s taff .  Pat Maloney as he was generally known, 
his choice since he became a ci ty  hal l  reporter and decided that Pat 
Maloney sounded better to  the predcminantly I r ish  politicians than 
Scotch-Irish J . Loy Maloney. Pat Maloney. M11, there had been f a i r  y 

Maloney vies in the line of f i r e  and I vies told and believe that  the 

:: 
serious circulation losses and the Colonel was not accustaned t o  10s- 
anythmg and resented it greatly no matter whose fault  it was. Of course 
as managing editor, ( r d r ,  the Colonel was editor editor-jn-chief) 

Colonel dld him upstairs and said, 'Tat, why don't you t a k  a long 
rest .  I think you need a long rest ."  And Maloney answred, "Oh, I 
haven't been sick, Colonel." And that the Colonel said, 'You are now." 
And so he ws retired on &at was then considered a mnderful pension but 
after scere y~ars of inflation wis not so. 

J3ut Don -11 thereby becane lllanaging editor suddenly and, because I 
knew of his personal interests in this f a i r  business, I began to  devote a 
lo t  of thou&t to  it. And I had to think in a hurry because the 1951 
sessian had started in January and it was really racing pel1 wll towards 
its June deadline, and this ws satetime in the la t te r  half ,  or la te  in 
May. I knew Maxwll had been mndering what the hel l  could be done to  
help this lakefront situation. 

So one day the place w s n ' t  in session and I stopped a t  the desk of Paul 
Powell, then the k m c r a t i c  majority leader and a fa i r ly  good news suurce. 
I said, 'Well, how are you, and &at's doing?" And Paul said, in that 
southern I l l inois brassy drawl of his, he said, ' h t  do you how. ?hat 
son-of-a-bitch signed my bil l ."  (l*) And I said, 'Which bil l?" And 
he said, 'my, that one for all those new goodies for the harness tracks 
and such. lhose are my people." Well, he w s  in a f a i r  w y  to  being the 
dorninant figure in &--I think it m s  called the I l l inois  County Fair 
Association, h i c h  mt dowlnstate because there wasn't any Cook Caunty 
Fair. There'd been d l  attempts made a t  Cook County fa i rs  a couple of 
times and they =re busts. So I said, ' W e l l ,  you know, Cook County 
doesn't get a d a m  thing out of that. 'kis racetrack stuff has been 
going on since the 1920s h n  the one cent for the county fairs ms part 
of the deal by which horse racing with parimutal m s  legalized i n  Illinois." 
And he, partly because he ws so happy at the t h ,  I think--I said, 
' W l l  , w 've got this problan up in CZlicago . We had this lakefront fa i r  
and -11 has been out w i t h  his hat in his hand just . . . with the 
help of a lo t  of nighttime and post midnight persuasion collecting mmey 
and a l l ,  but that's gone and the thmg is flat. GJhy couldn't s a ~ t h i n g - -  
couldn't there be a b i l l  that d d  put on--1 don't w n t  to  touch your 
dole or the ccunty fa i r s ,  but the parallel of that for Cook county which 
d d  be used for lakf ront  fair hilding?" And Paul, a man of action, 
said, '7Jel1, what the hell. That sounds square to  m." IEe said, "I'd 
help yau get that--you get up such a b i l l ,  yc3u get SUE good sponsors and 
-11 'I 

And I said, 'kll, I'll take it up w i t h  -11 &It I ' m  sure he ' l l  go fox 
it. And let's not say a darm thing to  people generally." He said, 'You 
how me. " And he said, 'You've got to  be careful. You hm how these 
racetracks are. They're not going to  l ike  it i f  there's nothing in it 
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for them. " Because I understood, although not as el1 as Paul 
but each tim a racetrack tax  ~s imposed or increased, in 
of legislation there =re equivalent counterbalancing 
prize m y ,  I man for the horse owners, one thing and 
the stables. A l l  kinds of things. Wit: the thing VE E r e  talking a 
had no- special eamrked for &--and this m t o  
thora&bred tracks, not on Paul Pow1 1 ' s harness racing txacks . 
Q: L e t  me clarify one thing. You said when you saw Paul Pow11 he had 
said, 'Well, what do you h a w .  ?hat son-of-a-bitch signed my b i l l .  " You 
man the governor, Governor Stevenson? 

Q: Okay. 

A: Because he had been--because I hew that Adlai, Adlai the Second, had 
been d l i n g  and gnanbling and saying, "I don't l ike this. I don't l ike  
th is  stuff a t  all . 'I And so on. But he had, and wisely for poli t ical  
reasons in my opinion, decided that it w s n ' t  too bad. 

W e l l ,  my next step ms t o  get on the phone t o  Mme11 and of course he 
w gung ho for it. '%Wonderful, wnderful." And so I said, "kll, these 
racetrack characters are going to be hel l  on &eels, so I 've got to  t ry  
t o  keep this under cover entirely. " And he said, 'Well, you mt rrre to  
ca l l  a law firm?" I said, 'No, l e t  TIE rough out my ideas in  b i l l  form. " 
And he said, '7Jel1, who's going to  run the thing?" I said, 'Ny notion is 
that it cannot be the damn Wcago City Caacil and it can't  be the daum 
Cook Caunty Board because there are just too m y  burglars w i t h  their 
hands out all the t h ,  i f  not for cash then for other things. And the 
nearest thing w can c e  to  a p m r  that has a pretty good sense of 
decency is the Chicago Park bard." And he agreed with that. So I wrote 
rou& drafts of several b i l l s  in the press roan. I ' d  write on ny om 
typewriter in the press room for hours, I wasn't in the practice of 
hauling a typewriter up t o  my hotel roan. 

Q: You had to  draft  this in regular statutory language? 

A: Well, I had no end of e q l e s  all around me. You see at this tinrre--did 
I say 19513 A l l  right-I had been covering the legislature t&en it was 
in session almst without fail since I w s  assigned to  a special session 
in  1938. So I 'd been around there a long t h .  

Naw, I had been entrusted w i t h  rimy previous office projects for legislation 
and had taken than directly into the legislative Reference Weau and 
they had cheerfully cooperated. And I had my favorite b i l l  drafters in 
there and had saxe idea of which fe l low specialized in  thich subjects 
and so on. But I hew that the racetracks had so vie11 papered a l l  layers 
of govemmnt with samething that might be called mney that there m s  
grave danger-I f e l t  certain there d d  be a leak and then all hel l  
m l d  break loose. 

Q: So your b i l l  called for increasing the tax on thoroughbred racing? 






































































