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Volume 11 

S. Smith 

SESSION 6, TAPE 11, SIDE 1 (cont'd) 

Q: Okay. Let's see, for one session, 1955 to 1956, you were chairman of Municipalities. 

A: Oh, yes. Yes. 

Q: How did you come to become chairman of that  committee, sir? 

A: Oh, I guess - I guess I don't know. I . . . didn't just strongly aspire to i t  or seek 
it. The lobbyist for the Illinois Municipal League, Lon Sargent from Bloomington and 
Normal, was a nice fellow. We all liked him. I liked him. I think he kind of promoted 
me for that. I t  was not the best assignment, the hardest one to get. I t  was not a t  the 
level of the Appropriations Committee or the Judiciary Committee or - but i t  was a kind 
of a - on a scale of 1 to 10 i t  was maybe about a 7 or  an 8. I t  was a fairly good 
committee. And I think Mr. Sargent kind of wanted me to have that. And maybe, of the 
fellows tha t  could have had i t  or basically qualified for it, maybe he thought I was better 
than some, I don't know. Anyway I was chairman of that  committee and - and kind of 
enjoyed i t  as I recall. I don't recall really tha t  we had anything highly troublesome in 
there. I don't think we had the city manager government problem then. 

Q: That  was settled I believe in 1951, wasn't it? 

A: I think i t  was, yes. There had been a time that  Mayor Kennelly had been down 
some. And I've forgotten what tha t  was all about, but I don't think i t  was then 
either. Well at any rate I was chairman of it. And I don't think i t  was anything - big 
potatoes a t  all. 

Q: What were some of the things tha t  did come up regarding municipalities? Was home 
rule being discussed at tha t  time? 

A: Not much. I never heard much about home rule really until 1970. I got into the Illinois 
Constitutional Convention. It used to be kind of a cheer among some fellows who didn't 
know what the hell i t  was, and I didn't either, much. But we had a delightful old gentleman 
from over here in Logan County, he'd run for the legislature and he'd come out and he'd 
go down to - he wasn't a speaker, he was a farmer, and i t  wasn't fair to expect him to 
be s very articulate speaker - but he'd have to show up a t  League of Women Voters meet- 
ings and things. And they'd ask him what he believed in, what he was for. Well he was 
for better aid to schools, for home rule and - what he really was for was county fairs and 



some of the agricultural things. (laughs) He wasn't a devious guy, but - home 
rule. (laughs) I t  sounded so good. 

Actually when we got into it, a lot of these very same kind of people didn't want home 
rule. They'd been scared, by wrong reasons, that  they were - they were trying to scare 
them into voting against the ratification of the constitution. And there was a little druggist, 
tha t  I thought a lot of and still do, got a hold of me. He said, "Oh, my God," he said, 
"the county could put a tax on us, occupational tax or a license, and could just burn us up." 
And I said, "Well now, wait a minute, tha t  may be so, but so could the legislature, and 
wouldn't you feel more comfortable going to your courthouse down the street a block, talking 
to the fellows you know, than trying to go down 35, 40 miles to Springfield to talk to fellows 
you don't know?" I said, "Hell, that  isn't going to happen to you. And gosh knows, I think 
it's more dangerous - if you're worried about i t  and I'm not and I don't think you ought 
to be - but I think it's more dangerous in the hands of the legislature than i t  would be 
in the hands of your own governors." Well I don't suppose I convinced him, you usually 
don't. Be tha t  a s  i t  may. 

But, no, I didn't hear much about home rule in the legislature. It's just a term, like a cheer, 
like an  oskie wow wow! But I never heard anybody discuss what i t  meant or this Dillon's 
Rule and that  sort of thing. I never heard tha t  discussed in the legislature. I t  certainly 
came to the surface in the constitutional convention. And with some good reasons. The 
Chicago people distinctly needed it, thought they did, and I believe they did, and they made 
a great case for it. I hadn't realized that  they were - how handicapped that  they felt they 
were. But they pointed out tha t  they'd have to come to the legislature - one of their key 
little stories they'd love to tell - to  get the law changed so they could use blue lights 
on . . . city ambulances I think, or some kind of emergency vehicles. The law provided for 
red, but didn't provide for blue. 

Well any number of things though. Because when I was in the legislature, I do remember 
that  Mayor Kennelly and . . . I guess, later, Mayor Daley. Daley was there a s  a director 
of revenue. I knew Mayor Daley pretty well, but he wasn't a mayor - and Colonel Arvey, 
who was the Democratic county chairman of Cook County, they were often in Springfield 
in the legislative chambers and we'd kid our friends, the Democrats, when we'd see 
Arvey. Do you know him a t  all - yourself? 

Q: (indicates negative) 

A: He was a very dapper and delightful little fellow, and he was a colonel and very prim. 
He'd show up and maybe we, one of us, would spot him in the back of the Senate chamber, 
maybe on the side. The first guy, the first Republican to spot him, would jump up and say, 
"Attention on deck!" And the Democrats got so they knew what i t  was and they'd laugh, 
you know. And we Republicans would salute him. (chuckles) Well he didn't - he wasn't 
offended by that,  but he - he didn't demand that  kind of attention. He was a very nice 
guy. But we kidded the Democrats about being his - that  he was their colonel and they 
were his privates. There was a little bit of t ru th  in it. 

Kennelly had less reach on these fellows. I was trying to think who else was mayor, if 
anybody. I don't know tha t  Kennelly was mayor two terms, or not. At  any rate he was 
mayor while I was there. He was a nice sweet old gentleman. 

Q: Did you get to know him very well? 

A: No. No, I didn't. But I - I knew who he was. 

Q: Do you know anything about his working relationships with Stevenson? 

A: Kennelly's? 


















































































































































































































































































