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Preface 

This oral history of Elbert S. Smith's service in the Illinois Senate is a product of the Illinois 
Legislative Council's General Assembly Oral History Program. The oral history technique 
adds a distinctive new dimension to the council's statutory responsibility for performing 
research and collecting information concerning the government of the state. 

Elbert S. Smith was born on a farm near Springfield, Illinois, in 1911. The family moved 
to Decatur, Illinois, in 1918. In the story of his youth, he recounts experiences typical of 
small-city life in central Illinois during the era of the 1920's. He discusses his undergrad- 
uate work a t  Decatur's Millikin University and his study of law a t  the University of Ala- 
bama. The years from 1936 until 1943 were spent in establishing his law practice in 
Decatur, A highlight of this period was his marriage in 1940 to Pauline Requarth. In 1943 
he enlisted in the U. S. Navy, becoming commanding officer of Landing Craft Infantry Gun- 
boat (LCIG) 580. He directed that  ship's actions in the 1944 and 1945 amphibious operations 
of Leyte, Lingayen Gulf, Manila Bay and Okinawa. 

After World War 11, Mr. Smith returned to Decatur and resumed his law practice. When 
the opportunity presented itself in 1948, he successfully ran on the Republican ticket for the 
Illinois Senate where he served for two terms, until 1957. Mr. Smith's discussion of his 
legislative activities recounts experiences in such movements as those for constitutional revi- 
sion, judicial reform and reapportionment. 

In 1956 he chose to run, and did so successfully, for the post of Illinois Auditor of Public 
Accounts. This election followed the notorious Hodge scandal of 1956 and his discussion 
of the resultant fiscal reform activity is particularly informative. Also of particular interest 
is his discussion of his experiences as  a vice-president of the constitutional convention from 
which came the new Illinois Constitution of 1970. 

Readers of this oral history should bear in mind that  i t  is a transcript of the spoken 
word. Its informal conversational style represents a deliberate attempt to encourage candor 
and to tap the narrator's memory. However, persons interested in listening to the t a p s  
should understand that  editorial considerations produced a text that  differs somewhat from 
the original recordings. Both the recordings and this transcript should be regarded as a 
primary source as no effort was made to correct or challenge the narrator. 

Neither the Illinois Legislative Council nor Sangamon State University is responsible for the 
factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for views expressed therein; these are for the reader 
to judge. 

The tape recorded interviews were conducted by Horace Waggoner during the summer of 
1980. Mr. Waggoner was born in 1924 in Waggoner, a small farm-service community in cen- 
tral Illinois. At age 18, he enlisted for military service in World War I1 and, as a U. S. 



Air Force commissioned officer, continued to serve until 1973. Upon leaving service, he 
resumed his formal education, achieving a masters degree in history a t  Sangamon State Uni- 
versity in 1975. Specializing in the field of oral history, his association with the Sangamon 
State University Oral History Office dates from 1976. 

Jean Curtin transcribed the tapes. After the transcriptions were edited by Mr. Waggoner 
and reviewed by Mr. Smith, Jean Curtin and Jan Perone prepared the typescript. Frances 
Staggs compiled the index. The Chicago Tribune provided valuable assistance in the 
research effort. The use of computerized word processing was made possible by programs 
developed or modified for the purpose by Bernadette Emery and James Skufca. 

This oral history may be read, quoted and cited freely. I t  may not be reproduced in whole 
or in part by any means, electronic or mechanical, without written permission from the Illi- 
nois Legislative Council, Room 107, Stratton Building, Springfield, Illinois, 62706. 
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Elbert S. Smith 

SESSION 1, TAPE 1, SIDE 1 

Q: Sir, I'd like to first put on the record the years of your legislative tenure. When did 
you first go into the legislature? 

A: In January 1949. I'd been elected in 1948. 

Q: And how long were you in the legislature? 

A: I served in the Illinois Senate for 8 years - four sessions, 1949-1957. 

Q: And what district did you represent? 

A: My district was number 28. At that time that was Macon County, DeWitt County, and 
Logan County. 

Q: Was that during the entire tenure? 

A: Yes. I was elected in 1948 and reelected in 1952. The reapportionment came 
subsequently. 

Q: What do you remember about your father, sir? 

A: Well my father was born in 1885. He died in 1964 - 79 years old. The latter part of 
his life he was a lawyer. He studied agriculture as a youth and graduated from the Uniyer- 
sity of Illinois in 1907. Farmed, and I was born on the farm. And he became, in WQrld 
War I, what they commonly called then county agent, or farm advisor, which is about he 
same as today, I think, the executive administrator of the County Farm Bureau. At ny 
rate, we moved to Decatur. He had an office in the courthouse. I was a small boy I 
believe he was paid by the University of Illinois, but I'm not sure of that. The func ion 
of the county agent, I think, was to, fundamentally, advise farmers. That was in the 1 ys 
of corn, wheat, oats, hay, and horses. Soybeans came along shortly thereafter and bec me 
a common crop. The tractor was being used for - well when he came here, I don't t 4 'nk 
the tractor was being used a t  all. But shortly thereafter i t  became used for heavy fall plbw- 
ing but not for all purposes. And horses were still the main source of power. Subsequently 
he organized what we know now as the Macon County Farm Bureau. And they've acquired 
a building right downtown here. And his offices were there. And I remember they bad 
hog sales on Saturdays just a block from here. I don't remember a lot about it. And tben 












































































































































































































































































