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Preface  

Spizz Singer  was born  a t  Riddle H i l l ,  west of Sp r ing f i e ld ,  I l l i n o i s  i n  
1899. H i s  pa ren t s  were farmers who moved i n t o  Riverton and then 
Spr ing f i e ld  where Spizz completed h i s  educat ion.  

Spizz r e c a l l s  t h e  s o c i a l i z a t i o n  of t h e  I t a l i a n  miners  i n  Riuerton and 
t h e  rise t o  power of John L. Lewis. A s  a wi tnes s  t o  t h e  1931 march 
on T a y l o r v i l l e ,  Spizz r e c a l l s  h i s  i nadve r t en t  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  
motorcade. 

S p r i n g f i e l d ' s  bus ines s  d i s t r i c t  i s  recounted as i s  the  company mining 
s t o r e  i n  Riverton,  where 25 c e n t s  worth of round steak f e d  f i v e .  

Readers of t h e  o r a l  h i s t o r y  m e m o i r  shouldbear  i n  mind t h a t  i t  i s  a 
t r a n s c r i p t  of t h e  spoken word, and t h a t  t h e  in t e rv i ewer ,  n a r r a t o r  and 
e d i t o r  sought t o  preserve  t h e  informal ,  conve r sa t iona l  s t y l e  that i s  
inhe ren t  i n  such h i s t o r i c a l  sources.  Sangaman S t a t e  Univers i ty  i s  n o t  
r e spons ib l e  f o r  t h e  f a c t u a l  accuracy of t h e  memoir, nor  f o r  views 
expressed t h e r e i n ;  t h e s e  are f o r  the reader  KO judge. 

The manuscript may b e  r ead ,  quoted and c i t e d  f r e e l y .  It may no t  b e  
reproducedinwhole  o r  i n  part by any means, e l e c t r o n i c  o r  mechanical, 
wi thout  permission i n  w r i t i n g  from t h e  Ora l  His tory  Off ice ,  Sangamon 
S t a t e  Univers i ty ,  Sp r ing f i e ld ,  I l l i n o i s ,  62708. 



Spizz S inger ,  October 18, 

Rex Rhodes, In te rv iewer .  

Q: Spizz,  you have p a r t i  

1972, Sp r ing f i e ld ,  I l l i n o i s .  

. c ipa ted  i n  Sp r ing f i e ld  and c e n t r a l  I l l i n o i s  f o r  
a good number of yea r s ,  i n  pub l i c  a s  w e l l  a s  p r i v a t e  c a p a c i t i e s .  During 
t h i s  t ime you have enjoyed a vantage po in t  i n  t h e  community t h a t  has  been 
p a r a l l e l e d ,  I th ink ,  by only a s e l e c t  few. Would you g ive  a b r i e f  
b iog raph ica l  ske tch  of y o u r s e l f ?  

A: I w a s  born a t  Riddle H i l l ,  w e s t  of Sp r ing f i e ld ,  on June 27, 1899. 1 
w a s  an  only c h i l d .  My dad and mother were farmer f o l k s  and so t h e  f i r s t  
yea r s  of my l i f e  were spent  on t h e  farm. We moved t o  d i f f e r e n t  p l aces ,  but 
w e  f i n a l l y  moved t o  a farm about t h r e e  m i l e s  southeas t  of Riverton. That 
was when I s t a r t e d  t h e  second grade  i n  grade school  and t h i s ,  of course ,  
was a school  where a l l  e i g h t  grades were taught  i n  one room. We had 
r e c i t a t i o n  benches, blackborrrds ,mps t h a t  pu l l ed  down and that: s o r t  of 
th ing .  Then w e  so ld  out  t h e  farm i n  1915 and moved i n t o  Riverton proper .  
I went t o  t h e  n i n t h  grade a t  t h e  o l d  brick bu i ld ing  o u t  a t  Riverton.  We 
used t o  commute then  t h e  next  year, my sophomore yea r ,  t o  t h e  o l d  
Spr ing f i e ld  High School on t h e  in t e ru rban .  We f i n a l l y  moved i n t o  
S p ~ i n g f i e l d ~ a n d  l i v e d  ou t  on North Third S t r e e t  f o r  awhile .  

Some s i ckness  occurred i n  t h e  family,  and me being t h e  only c h i l d ,  t h e r e  
wasn't much chance of any income; so  I had t o  go t o  work. I taok  up 
mechanical work. It w a s  J u l y  3, 1919 when w e  moved t o  Wil l iarnsvi l le  and 
my dad and 1 opened a garage the re .  W e  s tayed  i n  t h e  garage bus iness  
u n t i l  1929, b u t  w e  went broke wi th  everybody e l s e  i n  t h e  depression.  I n  
1928 I en te red  a c o n t e s t  on o l d  WCBS i n  Spr ing f i e ld ,  playing an accordian 
and it happened t h a t  they  kept  m e  on. I s t i l l  d idn ' t  have any idea  about 
a s s o c i a t i n g  myself f o r  any l eng th  of t ime wi th  r a d i o ,  b u t  i t  so happened 
through t h e  development of t h i n g s  t h a t  I d i d  f i n a l l y  sell  some r a d i o  t i m e  
and I managed t o  stay on t h e  air t h a t  way. There were those  who thou 
t h a t  I d idn ' t  belong on t h e  a i r .  That was t h e  days of t h e  Boake Cart 
and H. V. Kaltenborn--pear shaped tones--and I knew I d i d n ' t  q u a l i f y  
t h a t .  So I thought maybe t h e r e  w a s  room f o r  one Spizz Singer ,  so  tha 
how I got  i n t o  r a d i o  and managed t o  keep on. It was a r a t h e r  a parad 
but  a f t e r  a f e w  yea r s ,  even though I r e s l i z e d  t h a t  I d i d n ' t  have t h e  
convent iona l  s t y l e  of enuncia t ion  and voice ,  people come t o  recognize 
vo ice  no matter what t i m e  o r  when. They even recognized i t  on t h e  st 
j u s t  t o  hear me t a l k .  So what seemed t o  be a b i g  stumbling b lock  a t  
turned  o u t  t o  be a very  good asset a f t e r  a l l .  

Q: Whenwas i t ,  Spizz,  t h a t  you first came i n  con tac t  wi th  t h e   miner^ 
mining i n  c e n t r a l  I l l i n o i s ?  
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A: Well, i t  was during t h e  t ime t h a t  w e  l i v e d  on t h e  farm t h a t  I spoke 
o f ,  ou t  southeas t  of Riverton,  and I used t o  r i d e  m y  b i c y c l e  down t o  
Riverton t o  t h e  company s t o r e  t o  g e t  g roce r i e s  and so on. There w e r e ,  
q u i t e  a number of miners i n  t hose  days i n  Riverton,  Barclay, Spauldinq, 
B i s s e l l  and so on. Miners i n  Riverton were most ly I t a l i a n  immigrants.: 
One family would move over  from I t a l y ,  and they 'd g e t  a job a t  t h e  m i  e 
and a s  soon a s  they  were a b l e ,  they would send f o r  some r e l a t i v e .  T h i t t s  
t h e  way it b u i l t  up u n t i l  t h e r e  were poss ib ly ,  at  one t i m e ,  as many a 
s i x  hundred miners t h a t  worked i n  t h e  t h r e e  mines i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of 
Mver ton .  Of course ,  t h e s e  f o l k s  w e r e  used t o  g e t t i n g  along wi th  ver$ 
l i t t l e  and they  l i v e d  very  f r u g a l l y .  However, they  were c l ann i sh  
because of t h e  language b a r r i e r .  This was i n  t h e  days when mules pu l l ed  
t h e  mine c a r s .  I n c i d e n t a l l y ,  t h e  l i n e  was drawn from n o r t h  c e n t r a l  toward 
t h e  e a s t  i n  t h e  town of Riverton and it w a s  c a l l e d  I t a l y v i l l e .  

O f  course ,  mules were used t o  draw t h e  c o a l  cars a t  t h e  bottom and a t  one 
o f t b e m i n e s  they  had an accident--happened q u i t e  o f t e n  i n  those  days, by 
t h e  way. Well t h e  super in tendent ,  t h e  f i r s t  t h ing  he  would a sk  was 
whether any of t h e  mules were i n j u r e d  because a c t u a l l y  t h e r e  were more 
miners a v a i l a b l e  than were mules. That w a s  t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g  t h a t  he  would 
ask.  A s  I mentioned, t h e  miners were paid weekly i n  gold so t h e  company 
s t o r e  i n  downtown Riverton was q u i t e  a Saturday evening rendezvous. A 
l o t  of t h e s e  people were crowding i n t o  t h i s  s t o r e  and anyone t h a t  couldn ' t  
understand I t a l i a n  w a s  l o s t  a s  t o  what they were t a l k i n g  about .  If  they  
were r o l l i n g  those  t e n  and twenty d o l l a r  gold p i eces  around and ca r ry ing  
out  arm-loads of meat today, you would probably have t o  put  a mortgage on 
t h e  farm t o  pay f o r  t h a t  much meat a s  they  got  a t  t h a t  time. ( l augh te r )  

The mines usua l ly ,  i n  t hose  days, opera ted  six, seven o r  e i g h t  months, 
but  t h e r e  was always a per iod  i n  t h e  summertime t h a t  t h e  mines were shut  
down. These people,  no t  being a b l e  t o  speak English, d i d n ' t  know anything 
e l s e  t o  do bu t  mine; s o  they  were sometimes i n  p r e t t y  bad circumstances.  
Where we l i v e d  t h e r e  was a long  s t r e t c h  of road--s traight  l e v e l  s t re tch- -  
and they  used t o  come out  and p lay  bocc i  b a l l  on t h a t  road a long  the re .  
You'd s e e  them t h e r e  day a f t e r  day. They would wind a s t r i n g  around t h a t  
wooden c i r c l e  and they  would run wi th  i t  and s e e  who could r o l l  i t  down 
t h e  road t h e  most. 

Well, t h e r e  was s o r t  of a humorous th ing  t h a t  developed i n  a way. They 
l i k e d  t o  g e t  an  o l d  r o o s t e r  t o  cook, and u s  l i v i n g  on t h e  farm--we l i v e d  
back from t h e  road almost a q u a r t e r  of a mile--they would come up t h e  e 
and wanted "to roost. ' '  That was t h e i r  way of saying they  wanted t o  b y 
a roos t e r .  So they would buy an  o l d  r o o s t e r .  W e  had a l o t  of ch icke  s 
t h e r e  on the farm--quite a hobby. My mother r a i s e d  chickens and, of 

d i d  e a t  no r o o s t e r s ,  I remember, bu t  t h + t  was what they  wanted. 

i 
course,  w e  needed t o  do t h a t  as we a t e  q u i t e  a f e w  ourse lves .  We never  

W e  had a shepherd dog. H e  was bob-tai led shepherd and p a r t  b u l l  and t h e  
dog w a s  a very i n t e l l i g e n t  one. Mom would p o i n t  ou t  t h e  r o o s t e r  she  wanted 
him t o  c a t c h  and h e  would ca t ch  i t  and hold i t  i n  h i s  paws u n t i l  she g :ot i t .  

.e of 
m ou t  
.aughter) 

So a f t e r  two o r  t h r e e  t r i p s  l i k e  t h a t ,  whenever Shep would s e e  a coup 
t h e s e  I t a l i a n  f e l lows  corning up t h e  l a n e  t o  t h e  house, why he  would r 
i n t o  t h e  chicken yard and ca t ch  a r o o s t e r  and hold i t  i n  h i s  paws. ( 
That was a r a t h e r  unusual t h ing  t h a t  happened i n  t h a t  r e spec t .  
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Q: Do you r e c a l l  t h e  days when unions were beginning t o  form i n  c e n t r a l  
I l l i n o i s  and Spr ing f i e ld?  Can you r e c a l l  John L. Lewis? 

a 

A: Yes, I remember see ing  John L.  Lewis. You d i d n ' t  see him too  o f t e n ,  
bu t  h e  l i v e d  i n  Sp r ing f i e ld  on West Lawrence. The f a c t  of t h e  ma t t e r  is ,  
t h a t  during t h i s  t i m e  t h a t  I was working a s h o r t  term a t  t h e  o l d  Ridgely 
S t a t e  Bank, a t  t h e  corner  of F i f t h  and Monroe, they  had an  e l e c t i o n .  He 
was running f o r  s t a t e  p re s iden t  of t h e  United Mine Workers. Anyway, Lt 
must n o t  have come out  j u s t  t h e  way they  wanted i t  because they  had s to red  
t h e  b a l l a t s  i n  t h e  a l l e y  back of t h e  bank t h e r e  and about two-thir ty  o r  
t h r e e  o ' c lock  i n  t h e  morning, t h e  b a l l o t s  disappeared.  So t h a t  was how 
John L. Lewis r e a l l y  got  s t a r t e d  i n  t h e  f i r s t  p lace .  This  would have been 
about 1916 o r  1917, a long i n  the re .  

Then h e  went on and, of course,  even tua l ly  became t h e  p re s iden t  of t h e  
United Mine Workers f o r  t h e  whole na t ion .  But t h e r e  were a l o t  of t h i n g s  
t h a t  happened i n  some of t h e  earlier days of mining. I n  1923, t h e  r eco rds  
show* t h a t  t h e  I l l i n o i s  mines employed over 130,000 men. That was the 
high  p o i n t  of a l l  time. Then t h e r e  was a s teady  decrease  and by 1932 t h e r e  
were j u s t  51,500 and some t h a t  were employed. Then i n  September of 1933 
i t  got  down t o  where t h e r e  were a l i t t l e  less than 30,000 i n  t h e  s t a t e .  
Well, t h i s  l a r g e  s c a l e  mechanization of t h e  mines and decreas ing  employment 
and s e r i o u s  competi t ion from non-union f i e l d s  south of t h e  Ohio River and 
o t h e r  f i e l d s  t h e r e  caused a good dea l  of i n t e r n a l  s t r i f e .  

John Lewis, h e  was t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  P re s iden t ,  dec la red  a n  emergency 
e x i s t e d  and put t h e  f ive -do l l a r  wage s c a l e  back. I n  those  days t h a t  was 
i n  e f f e c t  of a proclamation i n  many s e c t i o n s  of t h e  s t a t e .  Well, t h e  men 
re fused  t o  go back t o  t h e  p i t s .  A l a r g e  number d i d  i n  C h r i s t i a n  and 
Frankl in  count ies .  Demonstrations i n  t h e  coun t i e s  were organized and 
t h a t  w a s  when t h e  widespread r i o t i n g ,  bombings, shoot ings  and p i cke t ing  
occurred i n  v a r i o u s  sec t ions .  There were s e v e r a l  mines i n  t h i s  a r ea .  
There w a s  a mine a t  Tay lo rv i l l e ,  S e t ~ y v i l l e ,  Kincaid, Tovey, Langleyvi l le ,  
H e w i t t v i l l e  and then,  of course,  t h e r e  a r e  some down i n  t h e  southern  p a r t  
of t h e  s t a t e .  

So they organized a march on T a y l o r v i l l e  and t h i s  w a s ,  i f  I remember r i g h t ,  
i n  August of 1931 and t h e r e  were s e v e r a l  thousand who marched i n t o  T a y l o m i l l e .  
A t  t h a t  time I happened t o  be  c a l l i n g  on t h e  garage t r a d e  i n  T a y l o r v i l l e  and 
on t h e  c e r t a i n  day i t  happened t o  co inc ide  wi th  t h e i r  march i n t o  t h a t  c i t y .  
Inadve r t en t ly  I go t  i n t o  t h e  parade i n  my c a r  and cou ldn ' t  g e t  ou t .  l augh te r )  
I was s o r t  of cap t ive .  The l o c a l  people t h e r e ,  t h e  miners ,  were i n  f r c e  a t  
every i n t e r s e c t i o n .  There w a s  no t i m e  f o r  m e  t o  t r y  t o  prove t h a t  I a s n ' t  a 
p a r t  of t h e  miners '  parade. ( l augh te r )  This ,  i n c i d e n t a l l y ,  was t h e  
Progress ive  Miners Union. 

i I 

This p a r t i c u l a r  day t h a t  I mention, one t h i n g  they  d i d  was go t o  t h e  
courthouse and they  went up t o  t h e  s e c t i o n  where they  kept  r eco rds  o n , t h e  
mines and t h a t  s o r t  of t h i n g  and they  threw t h e  desk drawers and t h e  ecords  
and everything ou t  t h e  courthouse window. Over a per iod  of t ime t h e r  was 
some people i n j u r e d  and some were a c t u a l l y  shot: and killed--some d ied  l a t e r .  
So i t  was q u i t e  a long a f f a i r  and it w a s  a p r e t t y  bad t h ing .  In Sept mber of 
1932, t h a t  w a s  a c t u a l l y  when t h e  Progress ive  Miners of American [was i ormed]. 
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Claude Pearcy of G i l l e s p i e  was temporary p re s iden t .  In h i s  ranks were 
those  who objec ted  t o  t h e  f ive -do l l a r  wage s c a l e  and opposed John L.  
Lewis. So t h i s  was e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  l a c k  of employment, t h e  use  of 
mechanization, t h e  miners--some of them--misunderstanding t h e  s i t u a t i s n  
and t h e  United Mine Workers under Lewis. They had t h e i r  conten t ion  of 
what should be  done and t h e  new union--the Progress ive  Miners--had 
another  view. That ' s  what caused t h e  c o n f l i c t  and t h a t  was a very  sez ious  
t h i n g  and a b l o t  on t h e  s t a t e .  

Q: Going back t o  t h a t - p a r a d e  i n  T a y l o r v i l l e ,  what happened? Did i t  g e t  
o u t  of c o n t r o l  o r  d i d  they in t end  t o  go i n t o  t h e  courthouse and l o o t  and 
throw ou t  papers? 

A: A s  f a r  as you could see ,  i t  d i d n ' t  g e t  ou t  of c o n t r o l .  I mean i t  
wasn't  a mob running loose  o r  anything.  It w a s  j u s t  t h a t  some of t h e  
marchers--I suppose i t  would be  comprised of some of  t h e  head ones--when 
they got t o  the courthouse square,  w e l l ,  they  broke loose.  They ju s t -wen t  
up t h e  walk, went up t h e  s t e p s  of t h e  courthouse and they  d id  t h i s  r a t h e r  
methodical ly .  O f  course ,  t h e  l o c a l  o f f i c i a l s  were r e a l l y  a f r a i d  t o  do 
anything because t h e r e  were s e v e r a l  thousands who had invaded t h e  town of 
T a y l o r v i l l e  f o r  t h i s  occasion.  

Q: Why T a y l o r v i l l e ?  

A: I ' m  no t  s u r e  o t h e r  t han  i t  j u s t  seemed l i k e  t h i s  was kind of a c e n t r a l  
po in t  and t h a t  they  would be  ab le ,  poss ib ly ,  t o  make a b e t t e r  showing f o r  
t h i s  new union of t h e  Progress ive  Mine Workers by making t h e i r  s tand  a t  a 
town t h e  s i z e  of T a y l o r v i l l e  t h a t  had mines a l l  around, r a t h e r  than  t o  come 
i n t o  Spr ing f i e ld  and t r y  t o  do it he re .  I t h i n k  i t  would have been more 
complicated. That ' s  my reasoning on it. 

Q: Shor t ly  be fo re  t h i s ,  Spizz,  I t h i n k  t h e r e  was a caravan t h a t  went south.  
I don ' t  know i f  you r e c a l l  t h i s  o r  n o t ,  bu t  t h e  way I understand i t ,  t h e r e  
was a cal l  t h a t  went ou t  from t h e  southern  mines, i n  southern  I l l i n o i s ,  
Williamson County and so  f o r t h .  There was a caravan t h a t  s t a r t e d  up around 
S t r e a t a r ,  I l l i n o i s  and i t  s t a r t e d  r o l l i n g  south  and it picked up miners i n  
Peor ia ,  Decatur,  S p r i n g f i e l d ,  G i l l e s p i e  and on i t  went. The papers  repor ted  
t h a t  by t h e  t ime t h i s  caravan reached i n t o  southern  I l l i n o i s ,  t h e r e  was 
somewhere around f i f t e e n  thousand people,  according t o  t h e  newspapers. I 
t h i n k  t h e r e  w a s  an  ambush down around DuQuoin. Do you r e c a l l  t h i s ?  , 
A: This  has  been q u i t e  some t ime ago and some of  t h e  even t s  have s o r t  of 
faded from memory because t h e r e  was no occasion t o  r e c a l l  them u n t i l  row. 
I remember something about t h i s  march t h a t  gathered weight a s  i t  went u n t i l  
t h e r e  were twelve o r  f i f t e e n  thousand people.  A s  I r e c a l l ,  i t  seemed t h a t  
they went on i n t o  e i t h e r  G i l l e s p i e  o r  Marion i n t o  what they  c a l l e d  " L i t t l e  
Egypt" a t  that time--where they  had t h e  confronta t ion .  But I r e a l l y  l a d  no 
oppor tun i ty  t o  observe o r  be  knowledgeable enough t o  r e p o r t  on t h a t .  

Q: Around t h a t . t i m e  t h e r e  was a shooting-and I t h i n k  t h e  newspapers c a l l e d  
i t  a riot--downtown nea r  t h e  Leland Hotel  and I t h i n k  a d e t e c t i v e  w a s  k i l l e d .  
Do you r e c a l l  t h i s ?  
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A: Yes, j u s t  f a i n t l y .  Actua l ly ,  I wasn't  p r e sen t  t o  observe i t .  I f  
they  would have s t a r t e d  shoot ing,  I would have aimed t o  have been son - 
p l a c e  e l s e .  ( l augh te r )  I know t h e r e  w a s  some s o r t  of con f ron ta t ion  l h a t  
d id  happen r i g h t  down a t  t h e  corner  of t h e  Leland, which of course  is  
S ix th  and Capi to l .  [ I t  was] r a t h e r  c o i n c i d e n t a l  t h a t  just diagonal ly  
a c r o s s  t h a t  same block i s  where t h e  Ridgely Bank used t o  s tand  and t h  
where t h e  f i r s t  event  took place, where John L. Lewis became t h e  p r e s  
of t h e  s t a t e  United Mine Workers. By t h e  way, i t  wasn't known f o r  

ou t  there--him being f o r  a long  time t h e  p re s iden t  of t h e  United Mine 
sometime-you know John L.  Lewis l i v e d  on West Lawrence i n  a l a r g e  house 

Workers, he  d i d n ' t  burn c o a l  i n  h i s  house; he  had o i l .  I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  
r a t h e r  unusual because he ,  of course,  shouted c o a l  t o  t h e  h igh  heavens, 
but  he,  h imsel f ,  used o i l .  

Q: Well, t h i s  i nc iden t  down at t h e  Ridgely Bank, you were t h e r e  at t h e  
time? 

A: Y e s ,  sir .  

Q: The b a l l o t s  were s t o l e n ?  

A: The baxes were taken. I don ' t  remember who the  oppos i t i on  was t h a t  w a s  
running f o r  t h e  o f f i c e ,  bu t  i t  seemed t h a t  Lewis would no t  have won and so  
they got  some of h i s  right-hand bowers, f o r  lack of a b e t t e r  term, t o  s t e a l  
t h e  b a l l o t  boxes and t h e  whole b a l l  o f  wax. No one had any way of 
a s c e r t a i n i n g  what t h e  r e a l  b a l l o t  t o t a l  w a s .  

Q: Lewis, I understand,  was p r e t t y  much a self-made man. H e  d i d n ' t  have 
much formal educat ion.  . 

A: It was my understanding t h a t  he  r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  have much formal educat ion;  
h e  was a self-made man. I n  a way, he  d i d  a t t a i n  a h igh  degree of l i t e r a c y  
wi thout  any formal approach. He d id  a l o t  of reading on t h e  s i d e  and t h a t  
s o r t  of t h ing ,  which toge the r  wi th  h i s  indomitable  w i l l ,  made him c e r t a i n l y  
a f o r c e  t o  be reckoned with.  This  was p r e t t y  w e l l  recognized back t h e r e  
by r e p o r t s  i n  the  p r e s s  t h a t  even when t h e  Pres ident  and Congress s a w  him, 
Lewis w a s  a f o r c e  t h e r e  for q u i t e  awhile  t o  be  reckoned with.  

Q: Looking back now, Spizz, could you roughly desc r ibe  Spr ing f i e ld  as i t  
appeared back i n  t h e  c o a l  mining days around 1925 o r  1930? 

A: O r  course  i t  has n a t u r a l l y  changed tremendously i n  t h a t  per iod  o f '  time. 
One t h i n g  I remember is  t h a t  Fourth S t r e e t  w a s  paved wi th  cedar  block . It 
was a b e a u t i f u l  r i d e  over  those  cedar  blocks.  I f o r g e t  t h e  l eng th  bu they 
were set lengthwise and j u s t  as smooth as a ca rpe t  t o  d r i v e  over  a t  t a t  
t i m e - u n t i l  t h e  r a i n  g radua l ly  worked on them. The ground underneath ould  
g e t  soaked he re  and t h e r e  and t h e  next  t h i n g  you know Fourth S t r e e t  w s no t  
t h e  p l ace  t o  d r i v e  t h a t  i t  had been. ( l augh te r )  i 
I remember one a t h e r  case ,  i n  speaking of pavement, t h a t  happened ove 
S ix th  S t r e e t .  I j u s t  c a n ' t  remember t h e  year  b u t  i t  was back in t h e  
e r a ,  They were l ay ing  a new b r i c k  pavement on S ix th  S t r e e t .  When I 
them, they  were l a y i n g  t h e  b r i c k  between Monroe and Adams on Six th .  

.. - . 
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was q u i t e  t h e  news i n  t h e  paper and they  had photographers down t h e r e  
t o  take p i c t u r e s .  There was a man t h a t  was supposed t o  l a y  more b r i c 4  
than  anybody i n  t h e  world. He had t h r e e  hod c a r r i e r s  ca r ry ing  b r i c k  40 
him and he  was l a y i n g  something l i k e  f i v e  hundred b r i c k s  an hour. Be 
c e r t a i n l y  wouldn't  be very  popular w i t h  t h e  bus ines s  agent  now i f  he  
presumed t o  l a y  t h a t  many b r i cks .  I t h i n k  they  are supposed t o  l a y  540 
i n  a day. I ' m  n o t  c r i t i c i z i n g  t h e  union, b u t  t h a t  j u s t  s i g n i f i e s  t h e  
change i n  t i m e s .  

The powerhouse, f o r  i n s t ance ,  was up on North Fourth S t r e e t  a long where 
t h e  Cap i t a l  Ci ty  Paper Company opera ted  f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  more r e c e n t l y  
and now have q u i t  t h a t  endeavor. There was a Bet ty  S t u a r t  I n s t i t u t e  a t  
Fourth and Jackson; t h e  b u i l d i n g  s t i l l  etands.  It used t o  be  t h e  Ford 
s a l e s  o f f i c e s  and t h e  s e r v i c e  s t a t i o n  and p a r t s  department and a l l  t h a t ,  
and now i t  has  been taken  over by t h e  S a t e .  There were s o  many things.  
A s  I walk along,  I t r y  t o  remember what was h e r e  and what was t h e r e  because 
i t  was a much smal le r  town than  i t  i s  now. 

Myers Brothers  was n o t  a s  t a l l  a bu i ld ing  a s  i t  i s  now. The R. F. Herndon 
Company used t o  be a t  t h e  corner  of Fourth and Adams on t h e  no r theas t  
corner  where t h e  downtown K - M a r t  i s  now. That was t h e  Ralph Herndon 
Company. This might be of i n t e r e s t  t o  some. There used t o  be a Thoma 
and Company on t h e  south  s i d e  of t h e  Square. It was about t h e  second o r  
t h i r d  s t o r e  on F i f t h  S t r e e t  on t h e  south s i d e  of t h e  Square. They had 
t h e  f i r s t  e l e c t r i c  s i g n  t h a t  eve r  came t o  Sp r ing f i e ld .  I can s e e  i t  y e t ,  
"Thoma-Ladies-Clothes-Suits," t hen  i t  would b lack  o u t .  That was t h e  f i r s t  
e l e c t r i c a l  s i g n  we. eve r  had i n  Spr ing f i e ld .  

There w a s  a t ime when w e  were w r i t t e n  up i n  R ip l ey ' s  Bel ieve  It o r  Not. 
There were fou r  d rugs to re s  a t  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of F i f t h  and Monroe; t h e r e  
was a d rugs to re -on  every corner .  Dodds was t h e  o r i g i n a l  d rugs to re  t h e r e  
and you used t o  g e t  a f i n e  bubbly chocola te  soda f o r  a n i c k e l .  They had 
t h e  b i g  paddle wheel f a n  going slowly over  your head. It was real good. 
I don ' t  t h i n k  you could g e t  much of a soda f o r  a n i c k e l  now. ( l augh te r )  

There are, of course,  a number of t h i n g s  t h a t  I could recall w i t h  a l i t t l e  
s o u l  searching  i n  my r u s t y  memory, bu t  t h e s e  a r e  some of t h e  few t h i n g s  
t h a t  happened. I n  t hose  days t h e r e  was a rches  on each corner  of t h e  
Square. They were metal a rches .  One went across t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  from 
t h e  n o r t h e a s t  t o  t h e  southwest and the o t h e r  a c r o s s  t h e  o t h e r  way and they  
were e l e c t r i c a l l y  l i g h t e d .  I n  those  days when t h e  f a i r  w a s  on, they  would 
have n i g h t  performances of c e r t a i n  a c t s  i n  t h e  Square--it was t h e  courthouse 
then--downtown. My daddy used t o  hold  m e  up on h i s  shoulders  t o  s e e  some of 
them. A man would r o l l  a b i g  b a l l  up a c i r c u l a r  a f f a i r  t h e r e  and i t  w a s  
e l e c t r i c a l l y  l i g h t e d  of course ,  and then  when it s t a r t e d  down t h e  o t h e r  way, 
t h e  f i r e w ~ r k s ~ b e g a n  t o  shoot  o f f .  So t h i s  is  j u s t  a few of t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  
I recall. There was a n  in t e ru rban  s t a t i o n  down between Eighth and Ninth 
on Monroe S t r e e t .  The in t e ru rbans  t h a t  were going t o  S t .  Louis would s t o p  
a t  what was then  P h i l l i p ' s  Drugstore a t  S ix th  and Monroe ac ros s  from t h e  
pos t  o f f i ce - - i t  was M i t c h e l l ' s  then.  The passengers  could g e t  t h e i r  
t i c k e t s  t h e r e  and board t h e  S t .  Louis i n t e ru rban  from t h a t  p o i n t .  
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Q: You descr ibed  Riverton awhile  ago as f a r  as t h e  miners  were conceyned. 
Were t h e  miners i n  Sp r ing f i e ld  predominate as f a r  as t h e  employment was 
concerned? 

A: No, I wouldn't say t h a t .  For i n s t ance ,  i n  t h e  town of Riverton t h e r e  
were more miners. There wasn ' t  very  many mercan t i l e  establishments.or any 
employment s i t u a t i o n  where a l o t  of people could work. Most of t h e  people 
were working on t h e  farms then ,  and of course  w e  had a blacksmith shop, a 
grocery shop, a d rugs to re  and t h a t  s o r t  of t h ing .  Actual ly i n  Riverton 
t h e r e  was never a s e r i o u s  con f ron ta t ion  the re .  A s  I s a i d  e a r l i e r ,  t h e  
miners s tayed i n  t h e i r  s e c t i o n  of Z t a l y v i l l e  and i n  t hose  days you might 
say  "ne 'e r  t h e  twain should meet" w i t h  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  r e s i d e n t s  of t h e  
town. This  has  gone i n t o  t h e  t h i r d  genera t ion  and i t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  and 
r a t h e r  a n i c e  t h i n g  t o  observe t h a t  t h e  members of t h e  board and t h e  f i r e  
department,  they have a good percentage of I t a l i a n  people.  They are very  
t h t i f t y  and a r e  doing a good job of it. 

A l o t  of t h e  I t a l i a n  f a m i l i e s  i n  Sp r ing f i e ld  a c t u a l l y  came from I t a l y  t o  
Riverton and then ,  some of them, i n t o  Sp r ing f i e ld ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  second 
and t h i r d  genera t ion .  

Q: You mentioned I t a l i a n s  mining ou t  i n  Riverton.  Was t h e r e  an i n f l u x  of 
Welsh o r  Germans o r  any o t h e r  n a t i o n a l i t y  i n  t h e  mining a r e a ?  

A: Not t o  speak o f .  I know t h a t  i n  some of t h e  o t h e r  mining l o c a l i t i e s  
t h a t  they d i d  have more of a n  e t h n i c  group. But it j u s t  so happened t h a t  
t h e  l a r g e  ma jo r i t y  i n  t h e  Riverton area were I t a l i a n s .  Actua l ly  1 never  
knew of a Welsh family t h a t  l i v e d  t h e r e  and I w a s  around t h e r e  f o r  many 
yea r s .  

Q: You mentioned t h e  company s t o r e  awhile  ago. Was t h i s  company s t o r e  
run  by t h e  mining company? 

A: They c a l l e d  i t  a company s t o r e  and I t h i n k  t h a t  poss ib ly  Peabody had 
a mine o u t  t he re .  Now whether any of t h e  money came from Peabody, I 
imagine i t  d id .  A t  t h a t  t ime t h e r e  was a manager of t h e  s t o r e ;  t h e r e  
wasn't  an  owner of t h e  s t o r e .  It would be my r e c o l l e c t i o n  t h a t  t h i s  
s t o r e  w a s  set up f o r  t h e  convenience of the  miners i n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e  
wi th  money from t h e  h igh  echelon s o  t h a t  they  would have a p l ace  t o  g . 
They r e a l i z e d  t h a t  t h e r e  was t h e  language b a r r i e r .  When t h e  miners  w r e  

on ve ry ,  very  meager r a t i o n s .  

i 
working and making money, then  they bought very  we l l .  They had i n s i s t e d  

My f a t h e r ,  i n c i d e n t a l l y ,  used t o  be  a v e t e r i n a r i a n  when we l i v e d  ou t  on 
t h e  farm the re .  There 's  some of t h e  I t a l i a n  f o l k s  t h e r e  now t h a t  remember 
when they  used t o  have my dad come down t o  t a k e  c a r e  of a horse  f o r  them 
o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  He was very  s u ~ c e s s f u l  a t  t h a t .  

There w a s  ~ r a n q u i l l i ' s  Bakery out  t h e r e .  They had a one-horse de l ive ry  
wagon and i f  you can imagine, they went around d e l i v e r i n g  a n i c k e l  l oa f  
of bread when most of t h e  women baked. They s t a r t e d  a t  t h e  bottom buO 
it turned  out  t o  be a very  succes s fu l  business .  

I 
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Q: What happened i n  t h e  s t o r e s  during t h e  summer months whenever t h e r e  
wasn ' t  work i n  t h e  mines? Was c r e d i t  extended o r  was it p r e t t y  much 
cash  on t h e  bar re lhead?  

A: Y e s ,  t h e r e  w a s  some c r e d i t  extended. However, I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  wasn't 
j u s t  an  unl imi ted  amount. I f  t h e r e  was a hardship  case ,  they  would 
extend them some c r e d i t .  Other r e s i d e n t s  from o u t  around t h e  a r e a  had 
got  so  t h a t  i n  t h e  meantime, they bought a t  t h e  s t o r e .  I guess t h i s  
made t h e  company s t o r e  s e l f - sus t a in ing  i n  t h e  i n t e r i m  when t h e  mines 
were c losed  down. 

They c a r r i e d  a p r e t t y  good l i n e  of g roce r i e s  and t h e i r  meats i n  those  
days were very reasonable.  You could g e t  enough round s t e a k ,  l i k e  we 
have for now. You got  25 cents worth of round s t e a k  t o  t ake  out  t o  t h e  
farm. It was q u i t e  a treat because w e  ate chicken and pork. This was 
enough f o r  a good meal f o r  a l l  of u s ,  t h e  h i r e d  hand, t h e  g i r l  t h a t  ~ t a y e d  
wi th  us  and a11 of t h a t .  You could g e t  25 o r  30 c e n t s  worth of s t e a k  and 
then  i f  you would a s k  f o r  i t  they would throw i n  a b i g  chunk of l i v e r  o r  
a h e a r t  i f  you wanted some, o r  a good s i z e  soup bone f o r  t h e  dog. The 
chances were t h a t  t h e  dog never  s a w  i t  u n t i l  i t  had been i n  t h e  soup. 
( l augh te r )  They d i d n ' t  t r i m  i t  as c l o s e  i n  those  days as they do now t o  
make t h e  hamburger out  05 i t .  

Q: I suppose t h a t  t h e  mines brought a long a l o t  of subs id i a ry  ope ra t ions?  

A: There were those  who went i n  t h e  t ave rn  bus iness .  They d i d n ' t  aim t o  
s e t  up on a vacant  l o t  somewhere; they  found a p l ace  where i t  was very  
convenient f o r  miners.  Sometimes they  would f o r g e t  t h e r e  w a s  going t o  be 
a l e a n  season  come summer and t h e  mines would c l o s e  down. They would g e t  
t oge the r  and d r i n k  q u i t e  a b i t  of t h e  " S p i r i t s  of Fernenti ' '  and o t h e r  
l i q u i d s .  It r e a l l y  got  t o  be a l i t t l e  noisy  a t  t i m e s .  ( l augh te r )  And 
you couldn ' t  answer sometimes what they  were being noisy  about .  Riverton 
o r  any mining town t h a t  I had occasion t o  v i s i t ,  they had t h e i r  sha re  of 
taverns .  

Q: With t h e  t ave rns ,  one gentleman descr ibed the scene back Fn t h e  1930s 
where many of t h e  miners c a r r i e d  a p i s t o l  under t h e i r  b e l t .  Maybe you 
can r e c a l l  t h a t  t i m e .  I ' m  wondering whether it  was s a f e  f o r  t h e  average 
c i t i z e n  t o  be out  on t h e  s t r e e t ?  

A: No. I t h i n k  t h a t  i n  t h e  o v e r a l l  p i c t u r e  t h a t  t h e r e  wasn ' t  t oo  much 
t o  f e a r  un le s s  some c i t i z e n  had g o t t e n  involved i n  a c o n t r o v e r s i a l  i s s u e  
and had expressed himself t oo  s t rong ly .  Then he  was much more [ l i k e l y ]  
t o  be a t a r g e t .  Otherwise, t h e  average c i t i z e n  d i d n ' t  have any qualm* 
They could go wherever they  wanted t o  and i n  f a c t  i n  t hose  days,  late^, 
when I l i v e d  a t  Wi l l i amsv i l l e  f o r  a number of yea r s ,  we d idn ' t  even hbve 
a key t o  a lock. This  i s  something t h a t  a t  t h e  time you don ' t  apprec 
i t  a s  much as you should. L a t e r  i t  got  t o  t h e  p o i n t  where you have t 
have a Chicago lock  and a Yale lock and o t h e r  devices t o  f e e l  t h a t  yo 
a r e  s a f e  in your own homes. Going back t o  the mine s i t u a t i o n ,  I neve 
knew of any in s t ance  where M r .  and Mrs. John Q. Publ ic  had any f e a r  o 
going where they  wanted t o  go on account of t h e  miners. 
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Q :  I do know t h a t  sometime dur ing  t h e  wars between t h e  unions,  t h e  
Progress ive  Miners c a l l e d  a n  ambush on a caravan of scabs  t h a t  were 
going o u t  t o  t h e  P e e r l e s s  Mine n o r t h  of town. Do you recall t h a t ?  

A: This  has  j u s t  been something t h a t  I read about i n  t h e  news. I 
d i d n ' t  have any f i r s t -hand  knowledge of it  and wouldn't be a b l e  t o  
g ive  any information from a personal  s tandpoin t  because a t  t h a t  t i m e  
I wasn't  c l o s e  t o  i t .  You knew t h i s  w a s  happening and you read  about 
i t ,  bu t  you d i d n ' t  a c t u a l l y  observe i t  your se l f .  

Q: Who was involved..in the management of t h e  P e e r l e s s  Mine? Do you 
r e c a l l  off-hand? 

A: No, I ' m  so r ry  I don ' t  remember and I d i d  know back along wi th  it. 
Pee r lgs s  Mine i s  a well-known mine. I ' m  s o r r y  I j u s t  can ' t  r e c a l l  i t  
a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

Q: I t h i n k  it was i n  1936 t h a t  41 Progress ive  miners were brought t o  
t r i a l .  I n  1938 a l l  but a few were s e n t  t o  t h e  p e n i t e n t i a r y .  Does 
t h a t  r i n g  bells wi th  you? 

A: J u s t  i n  t h e  way of fol lowing t h e  news and reading about i t .  Since 
I was a t  t h a t  t i m e  i n  an e n t i r e l y  d i f f e r e n t  endeavor, I had no oppor tuni ty  
t o  r e a l l y  g e t  some f i r s t -hand  knowledge of  what was going on. I read  
about i t  and as we speak about i t  I remember vaguely t h a t  t h i s  d i d  
happen, but a s  f a r  as observing i t  a t  t h a t  t i m e  then ,  I had no oppor tuni ty  
t o  do t h i s .  

Q: Spizz, t h i s  h a s  c e r t a i n l y  been enjoyable and I would l i k e  t o  thank you. 

End of Tape 


