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Preface

This mamuscript is the product of a series of tape-recorded interviews
conducted by Sandra Britz Armbruster for the Oral History Office,
Sangamon State University on July 7, 198l1. Margaret Reeder
transcribed the tapes and Kay Johansen edited the transcripts.

Fhilip Shutt is the historian for the Diocese of Springfield and a
nmenber of St. Paul's Cathedral. He is undoubtedly one of the best
informed members of the diocese and gives a very factual account of
its history. He has written a book which contains a brief sketch of
each church in the diocese of Springfield as well as an accounting of
each bishop.

Mr. Shutt has lived a fascinating life, being a teacher, salesman,
politician and priest. His father was a priest and his family had an
important part in the history of Springfield. He explains the
structures, titles and rituals of the church as well as telling events
that have shaped Christ Church.

Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that it is a
transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, narrator and
editor sought to preserve the informal, conversational style that is
inherent in such historical sources. Sangamon State University is not
responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for views
expressed therein; these are for the reader to judge.

The maruscript may be read, quoted and cited freely. It may not be
reproduced in whole or in part by any means, electronic or mechanical,
without permission in writing from the Oral History Office, Sangamon
State University, Springfield, Illinois 62794-9243,
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Philip L. Shutt, July 7, 1981, Springfield, Illinois.

Sandra Armmbruster, Interviewer.

Q: How long have you been an Episcopalian?

A: All my life. I've been an Episcopalian all my life.

Q: You were born into the church and your parents were . . .
My father was a clergyman.

Q: Ard how long have you been in this diocese?

A: Well actually about forty years.

Q: Ibelievaywtoldmbefore,whenwetalkedmmemone that
your family had been a very active family here in Springfield?

A: Yes, my great-grandparents came to Springfield in 1842 and raised
a family and some of them became prominent in political and social
circles in Springfield.

Q: So you have a very long and interesting history with the whole
city?

A: That is correct.

Q: How lorg have you been the historian for the church?
A: Fifteen years.

Q: Mymmtimdfmmrk,dj.dymstart?

A: No, I've only been retired since 1973.

Q: So you've been working with a lot of the political and structural
changesintheclnmcharﬂym'veseenalatofthlrgshappen?

A: Well yes I have, ofcmrse,semmanythmgsha};pmedanihavmg
written a history of the diocese in brief form, I know something about
the growth of the diocese and minor controversies that occurred.

Q: meeratal]dmaboutsmneofthemterestmgpeuplethatyw
have known, especially those associated with Christ Church.

A: One of my very dear friends was a former rector at Christ Church,
now retired. Called him Jerry Wallace ard was known by everybody in
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Springfield ag Jerry. Revererd Jeremiah Wallace was rector for more
than twenty years, twenty-five years?

Q: I think it was twenty years, I think he said he believed that
nobody should be a minister for more than twenty years at one place.

A: I remember once talking to him about the reading. ‘'There were no
candles in the church on the altar and he said that when somebody in
the corgregation asked a question of why aren't the candles on the
altar, he'd put candles on the altar and not until then. 2And I don't
know just when it was that two candles first appeared on the altar in
Christ Church but it's rather recent historically. They just had a
bowl of flowers on the altar, had the cross but they had a bowl of
flowers, that was it. I suppose that probably, I don't recall just
when the two candles, the eucharistic candles at least as we call
them, were put on the altar, but it's historically rather recent.
That was his reason for not having them.

Q: That's interesting, he was a very interesting man.

A: He was a terribly fascinating man. I came to know him very well
because I was a candidate in this diocese and he was one of the clergy
who tested me so I got to know him very well. As a matter of fact, I
was ordained as a priest in the diocese and I was ordained as a deacon
in Christ church. Again, Jerry Wallace said I could have any kind of
a service I wanted. So we had a full Catholic service in Christ
Church with a Bishop and cope and miter. I suspect that may be one of
the few times that Bishop white allowed cope and miter in christ
Church.

Q: Ard what is that?

A: Miter is the hat.

Q: Oh the big pointed hat?

A: The big pointed hat and the cope is the heavy vestment.

Q: Okay, I know what it is now. I am so new to the Episcopal Church
that some of the terms I may have to ask you about.

A: TI'll show you one. (Pause in tape) Now this belonged to Bishop
Hale. It's all of nearly a hundred years old. Bishop Charles Reuben
Hale was the Bishop at Cairo, the Assistant Bishop to Bishop Seymour.
He served for about five years in that capacity. This is his miterx.
Q: That's quite a beautiful piece aﬁd what is that? |

A: Well a cope, I haven't got one here, but it's a very pretty outer
ecclesiastical garmet. Very elaborately embroidered.

Q: Like a brocade?
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A: Well yes and it has symbolism on it and it's thrown over the .
it's clasped there, it's great big.

Q: Why did you elect to have that kind of a mass?

A: Well partly because that was what I was used to, how I had been

Q: What church did you go to as you were growing up?

A: My father was a clergyman you remembey, S0 we moved.

Q: Where was he a clergyman?

A: He started off here in the diocese. He was ordained deacon and

priest by Bishop Seymour, the first Bishop of Springfield. He started
offasmm:.sterinlBQlaJﬂhe1eftthediocese:|.n1900togotona

While he was here mSprmgfleldhewaschaplaintoBishopSeyrwurm
City Missionary in Springfield and had charge of old St. John's Church
while he was here.

Q¢ Now where was St. John's?

A: That was on the corner of North Grand and Sixth. It had been
originally St. Jchn's in the town of Ridgely which was a coal mining .
Q: Okay, but out by the old Ridgely School area?

A: There was a mission started and then it became a parish.

Q: A mission cut of the diocese of Springfield?

In the 1940's it was torn down to put a filling station and now
thereisscmettmagelsemthecomer

Q: Is it where the domut shop is?
A: No, this is éth.
Q: Well the donut shop is at 6th, there's the domut shop and the old

A: There's that Chinese restaurant.
Q: Well that's 5th.
A: Well it was 5th and Grand then.

Q: Memorial Hospital, the 0ld Springfield Hospital was where the fish
place is now. I was born there.

A: But anyhow Jerry Wallace to come back to him, I never saw him wear
a clerical collar. He always wore a collar and tie. He may have worn
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a clerical collar at times but I don't ever remember seeing him. I
can't remember seeing him but maybe he did, perhaps, because he was at
my ordination as a Deacon in Christ Church. He may have at that time
worn a clerical collar but he didn't, he wore a soft shirt ard tie,
black tie most of the time.

Q: He was quite a leader against what he considered political graft
in the city?

A: He was greatly beloved and many, many people knew him. I think he

probably was, well I suspect he was, about as outstanding as any

rector that has been there. He is still alive. T had a letter from

him a year or two ago.

Q: Does he live in Iowa?

A: No, Arizona, scmewhere in Arizona.

Q. I guess he's alive. Ihadaletterfrunhimaoon.lpleof{eam
ago. I was trying to gather together some reminiscences of Bishop

mitemﬁhewashexeofcmrse,wrmmshopmtemshere,andI

thought he could give me some information. He wrote me a nice letter

recalling me and it was from scmewhere in Arizona, I think in Arizona.

Q: I think he's still alive because I've talked to several people and
they mentioned him.

A: Well he's very old but he's prabably still alive.
Q: I think people would have heard if he were dead.

A: Well he must be, well I can find out how old he is. Would you be
interested in knowing how old he is?

Q: Yes, I might even write to him. (pause in tape went to get
information)

0: What date?

A: 1894, that would make him eighty-seven, eighty-eight years old
wouldn't it?

Q: Everybody talks of him in such youthful times. I would have never
thought he was that old.

A: He was a spiritually very devout person and very lovely person,
plus talented.

Q: Do you remember when he was fighting the gaming machines?
A: No, I don't, I wasn't here. I know that happened. I know that

there was a period when there was quite a drive on to get rid of
betting and poker playing and stamp machines and one thing and ancther
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because Springfield was a wide open commmity at one time during the
time he was here.

Q: Was that in the 1940's?
A: Samewhere around there.

Q: Because Cullom Davis, out at Sangamon, gave me an article to read
that was in a group of many histories about this city and it was about
his speech against the graft and corruption.

A: Well this T don't know because I wouldn't have researched it. I
suspected, it wouldn't surprise me, because he was that type of
person, very much aware of the commnity. He was a very dear friend
of Bishop White and he got along beautifully, but I think it was
during this time with Reverend Mr. Riley, 1917 to 1920, I think it
was, Bishop Sherwood refused to visit Christ Church.

Q: Why did he refuse?

A: I wish I could find it. It was a matter of a theological stand
taken by Mr. Riley, Reverend lLester Iuke Riley, who disbelieved in the
apostolic succession. He believed in the epiccopate and was very
liberal in his attitude. He also opened communion, anybody could take
communion whether they were Episcopalians or not.

Q: Hasn't that came around all the way now?

A: Well, this gets into theological controversy. The House of
Bishops at the last General Convention adopted a resolution that gives
a toe hold to the idea of open communion. It ie possible without
being canonically wrong now, to invite any person who believes that
Christ is really present in the coomunion and who is free from sin,
but that's not the phrase to take cammnion whether they've been
confirmed or not. This is not the practice in the Diocese of
Springfield. The Cathedral does it, but it's not the general practice
and probably will not be the general practice. However it's one of
those permissive things. I'm opposed to it largely because of my
background I see no use then for having confirmation if this is going
to be allowed. You take certain vows in confirmation which an
ordinary person without some background couldn't take honestly. But
that's a purely personal opinion.

Q: I think at Christ Church they allow it if you are a baptized
person.

A: Well I remember that two or three weeks ago there was this
dialogue between some Roman Catholics and Anglicans out at Sherman,
there was a story in the paper about this. There is a commission,
Anglican-Roman Catholic Coammision, in the National Church and the idea
is to bring priests of both churches to a clearer understanding of
each other on what they stand for. Such a meeting was held out at
Sherman. Father Krueger of St. Iuke's is one of the movers of this
camision, one of the prominent persons participating in it,
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orgamzingitandwhensaneonemmristdmrchcalledhmupthenext
day, after readinging it . . . themwasap:.ctureofBJ.shop
McNicholas and a Roman Catholic biship and Bishop Wells, of West
Missounarﬂtherewasaveryfalrstoryabaltthedialoguebetwem
Raman Catholics and Anglicans, or Episcopalian clergy. Well anyhow
this lady called Father Krueger ard says, "What is the idea of this?
We are Protestants, we're not Catholics." He didn't argue and scmeone
elsemdarist(hurchreadthesamestoryarxicalledhmupandsaid
1tshmmdaverystrorg bias against Roman Catholicism. I didn't
think that existed anymore.

Q: So you think Christ Church is a conservative, ultra-conservative
church?

A: I think it's an ultra-conservative. Origmally of course, it was
organized because of disagreement over the ritual at St. Paul's

Q: Wwhat were they adding that caused such a dissension?
A: Do you know something about it?

Q: Iknowsanethmgabwtitfrcmdomgtheresearch All T really
have an idea about is that there was apparently an additional ritual
added to the mass.

A: Yes, it was originally (Pause while locking for papers)
Q: So that would have been like 18877

A: Yes, T haven't got this whole. It's from a manuscript of scme
kind that was given to me. It's a history of the Christ Church. Now
I can't find the rest of it, but what I have here now pertains to what
we were talking about. It'sauthentic,scnmmemtethlsandqavelt
tomh:tI'mmissmsbcteenpagesthat'ssam&mre Anyhow, "The
majority of the Episcopal records might be called Prayer Book
churchmen or liberal evangelicals." I think this is where Christ
Church fits. It is a Prayer Book church and liberal Evangelical. It
sometimes has been called low church. I don't like that term because
it really doesn't mean very much as a contrast to high church. It did
originally. High church was a church that had a great deal of
ceremony and ritual and the low churches were churches that had
commnion very infrequently and mostly morning prayer.

Q: That was the primary difference?

A: That was the primary difference and in 1887 Bishop Seymour was
faced with a house divided. The Reverend Frederick W. Taylor, Rector
of St. Paul's, later Bishop of Quincy, it was during his rectorhip
thatalongbrwmmvementofsmepeoplemtheparmhtostart
another church came to a head. He had very definite Catholic
convictions, he was very clearcut, he was uncompromising and so if
therewastobeabreakltvmldccmeabcutbecauseofhm . .

Q: Rigidity?
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A: Rigidity. So whoever wrote, the writer of this mamuscript says,
must have been very strong feeling on the quote "separatists" from St.
Paul's. But the accounts I have read have been meager, mrted and
exceedingly kindly. Which of course they should be. These two
senators from the Illinois State ister in 1887 give a brief
explanation for a new church cuote, orginazation contains within
it's membership a large mumber of our prominent church people,
formerly members of St. Paul's church, who object to the high church
forms, preferring a simpler service. There is no reason why both
c¢hurches should not flourish and undoubtedly thelr efficiency will be
increased by the division." That's a quote from the Register. So
despite the fact the consent was given by the vestry of St. Paul's for
the organization of a new parish, at the latter part of 1887, the
Bishop Seymour gave his consent to the organization.

Q: 1I'll have to give you a copy of his letter. I have it for you.
A: Well T have it in part here.
Q: This is in his own handwriting.

A: T have some, maybe I have, I don't know. Then it goes on to say,
"We hearby solemnly promise that said parish shall be forever held and
incorporated under the ecclesiastic authority of the Bishop of
Springfield and it's successors." This is what is meant by
corporation sole, church property in the Diocese of Springfield is in
the title of the Bishop of Springfield and his successors in office.
There are twenty-six signatures to that pledge.

Q: To start the new church?

A: Well the rest of this you know about. Here is a quotation from
Mrs. James Easley. Did you have that?

Q: No.

A: Okay. She was twelve years old at the time and this gives her
version of the first service which was held in the Chapel of the YMCA.
No date is given but you can discover that. Now this is Mrs. James
Easley. I don't know whether she's still living or not. In 1888 she
was twelve years old.

Q: She was born in 1876,

A: T don't think she's living now. Okay anyway, This is a quotation,
"We sat on plain chairs. Near the door as we entered the room was a
small table with a white marble and on the table was a Bible. I
remember I was very disappointed with the entire outlook, could not
see a very hopeful future." Then this goes ahead to talk about
Charles Ridgely and George H. Webster which you know about, don't you?

Q: Right, but you can tell me because it was not on tape.
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A: "Almost immediately Charles Ridgely and George H. Webster offered
the new parish a gift of $14,000 for a Memorial Church provided the
lotwaspnduasedbythecmgregatim. The memorial was to be honor
of their mothers who were sisters. It was also stipulated that the
location be in the central part of the city, that "free sitting" be
offered and that services be conducted "under civil and moderate forms
inaocordamemﬂythhthebookofmm&ayermﬁwhemin
ritualistic doctrines and practices shall be avoided." After
considerable time has been spent investigating locations the present
site was chosen. I think Miss Dickenson wrote this.

Q: Marjorie?

A: I'mdon't know, I'm assuming. "A great day for the new parish
came March 25, 1889, Ilots were purchased at the price of $11,000 and
paid for and everything in the church was a memorial, altar, lectern,
organ, baptismal font and windows."

Q: Mostly from the Webster's and Ridgely's and assorted relation?

A: "Records say church attendance grew during the Reverend Frederick
Clampett rectorship and the fair 1adies vied for his attention but to
no avail. He went far a field for matrimonial conquest ard chose his
fair lady in Bloomington, Illinoig."

Q: He was a bachelor when he came?

A: Yes ard he had been accused at a former rectorship of open
comumion and there was correspordence with Bishop Seymour on this
between the vestry and Bishop Seymour. Tt had settled itself. It
says, "The vestry had no animosity towards his marriage. They
increased his salary from $1500 to $2000 which was very mmnificent in
1890," and he had a three months vacation allowed too.

Q: I think they only have a month now?

A: HewasmSpu:‘mgﬁeldmlyﬂareeyearsa:ﬂitwasdurﬁgomof
histhmemrthvacatlmshegotmrned. It says, "whether his
popularity dwindled after this defection or he was looking for new
horizons, he at least left." And of course Bishop White was a member
of Christ church and was a candidate for holy orders from Christ
Chrrch and held lay services in Christ Church when he was a layman,
lay reader. Afterhewasoxdainedpriesthawasanassistantto
Clampett for awhile. Now this here, same of the memorials, "Among
them the lovely reredos 1venbynrs Palmer in memory of Dr. George
Thomas Palmer, the recently installed organ given by Mrs. Hatch in
mrnryofm.PascalHatch,beautifulgoldumsmer.amm's
Mlltonmmsinmryofm Owen's sister and entrance doors and
timpin in honor of Mrs. S. T. Burnett.

m1947wl'mthemwastobeanelectimforthemshcpof

Springfield, Bishcp White having retired, Reverend Jerry Wallace was
one of the priests nominated. Hewasthenliv:mgin'l‘uscm Arizora.
He wrote a letter to the Reverend Johm H. Bauser who was rector then
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Q: That's fortunate because we are really suffering at this point.

A: But I think that professional pecple tend to belong to the
iscopal Charch or the Presbyterian church, the better educated
pecple. The Episcopal church is not an evangelical church it doesn't
go out and evangilize. I think it should perhaps, but I don't know

how it can because of it's history and background.

Q: It's such a conservative place.
A: It's isn't the kind that go out. Now there are spots. In a big
city like Chicago, the church in Chicago does scme great work in the
underprivileged areas of Chicago, but that's a big city and New York
is the same way. But in Springfield you know . . .
Q: We have this food . . .
A: But that's a group activity.
Q: And it's an interdenaminational thing too.

¢ That's about the only interdenominational thing they have in this
city.
Q: How about the street mission?
A: Yes, well he's a remarkable persaon.
Q¢ And he's supported ecumenically?

A: Yes, ard some would be amazed at what goes on in Springfield at
nj-mt.

Q: Nope, I worked with emctionally disturbed teenhagers for three and
a half years, had them in my home and I know quite a bit that goes on
in springfield at night. It's still a fairly safe city.

A: The Episcopal Church in Springfield, as a chmrch, has never done a
great deal with the blacks or, I guess the blacks are about the only
poor pecple in Springfield actually aren't they? There are not many
poor white people are there?

Q: Yes, they are very sectionalized, on the east side of town you
tend to think of it as totally black and it's almost half and half.
Not particularly the Hay Homes, but you get in the lower price housing
on the east side and there are a lot of poor. I went to Enos school
fmm1946until1954arxiitinc1udedalcrtofverypoorpecpletheold
"Hollywood area". Not maybe destitute-wise, not in the terms we think
of in the ghettos.

A: Butthos%mleammttmmedbytheEpiscopalctmrdmardnwer
have been. s not true in Chicago and New York, cities like

that., But commmities the size of Springfield . . .



















