
Preface 

Philip S M A  is the historian for the D i m  of Sprinsfield and a 
rmbr of st. Paul's Ca-. He is undcrubtedly me of the hest 
info- nmbrs of the d i m  ard gives a very factual account of 
its history. He has written a book which w i n s  a brief aketcIr of 
each dnmh in the d i m  of S@r@ield as w e l l  as an account- of 
each biahcrp. 

Mk. Shutt has lived a fascinating life, being a teacher, salesman, 
p l i t i c b  rmd priest. His father rras a priest and his family had an 
mpmbnt part m the history of Sprwield. He explains the 
stmchms, titles ard rituals of the chur& as w e l l  as telling wmts 
that have shaped mist church. 

The mmscript may he read, quoted and cited freely. It may not be 
rqmducd in whole or in part by any means, eleckmic or meb.lanicdL. 
without pennlssion in mi- f m  the Cnal Histcry office. 
State ~ ~ i ~ ,  Spriqfield, Illinois 62794-9243. 
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Fhilip L. Shu#, m y  7 ,  1981, Sprirrsfield, Illinois. 

Q: HcrtJ 1- ham ycru been an EpiExmpalian? 

A: All my l ife.  I've been an Episccpalian a l l  my l ife.  

A: My father was a clergywin. 

Q: Aria haw 1- have you been in this dioaerse? 

A: Well actually erbcrut: forty yeam. 

Q: I believe yau told rae before, when we talked on the phcne, that 
ycw: family had been a very active family here in Sprinsfield? 

A: Yes, my great- c#rrue to Springfield in 1842 and raised 
a family and scane of than became p r d n m t  in political and smial 
c m e s  in Springfield. 

Q: Hclw 1- have yex;l been the historian for the church? 

A: Fiftaen years. 

Q: W h s n ~  retired fmn work, did yc#1 start? 

Q: Ycxx ware talking abmt sarns of the -irq pecrple that yclu 
have 3awrwn, especially those associated with Christ churd.1. 

A: One of my very dear friends was a fomer rector at Christ church, 
ncrw Wired. Called him Jerry Wallace and was Iacrwn by w e q h d y  in 



Q: I t h i n k i t w a s w y e a r s ,  Ithinkhesaidhebeliwedthat 
should be a n b b t e r  for mre than years at me plaae. 

Q: Thatls -, he was a very hhmstiq m. 

(2: And a t  is that? 

A: Mi* is the hat. 

Q: Oh the big pointed hat? 

A: The big pointed hat and the cop is the heavy wsbmt. 

A: 1'11 shcrw yau one. (Ruse in tape) Now this belonged to  ish hop 
Hale. It's all of nearly a hurdred years old. Bishap Charles I h l p m  
HalewastheBiahopatCairo, theAssistantBishoptoBishclpSeymcrur. 
He seavsd for abaR five years in that capacity. This is his mi-. 

Q: That's quite a beautiful piece add what is that? 

A: Well a ape, I haven't got one hem, bert itls a very- cuter 
eccl&astical g a n m t .  Very elaborately ermbroidered. 

Q: Liks a brocade? 



A: Well yes and it has symbolism on it and it's thrwm a~erm. . . 
itls clasped W, it's great big. 

Q: W y  did yeru elect to have that kind of a m ~ n n ?  

A: W1 m y  m u s e  that was m t  I was used to, h m  I had been 
raised. 

A: H e d x t e d o f f h e r e i n t h e d i ~ .  H e w a s a d a i n d d e a c c ~ l ~  
priest by Bishop Seymcrur, the first Bishop of Sprhqfield. He started 
off as rmruster I I in 1891 & h@ left the d i m  in 1900 to go to I-. 
While he w a ~ i  here in Sprirrsfield he was chaplain to B h h q  S e y m m  in 
City Missfmaq in Springfield ard bad charge of old St. John's 
while he was here. 

Q: N w * e r e w a s  St. J&nls? 

A: That was on the corner of North Grand and Sixth. It had been 
originally St. Johnls h the turn of Ridgely which was a coal. mining . . . 
Q: Okay, but out by the old Ftidgely School area? 

A: ~n the 1940's it was tomdam to put a filling statian and rm 
them is same thing else on them^. 

Q: Is it where the donut &mp is? 

a: well the dcxnrt shop is at 6th, there's the darart shcp ard the old . . . 

Q: MemraX H o r s p i t a l ,  the Old Sprinsfield Hcspital was the fish 
place is now. I was born there. 

A: E?utslryhcrwJerryWallacetocamebadctohfm, Inwerszlwhim= 
a cler1.d collar. He always wore a collar and tie. He m y  have worn 



a clerical collar at tines but I dantt - rmmhr -rq him. I 
can't r a e n b r  s e e ~ h i m h t m a y b e h e d i d ,  perhaps, becausehewas at 
my ordination a~ a D w x n  in Christ church. He lalay have at that t ime 
wmn a clerical collar but he didn't, he ware a soft shirt ard tie, 
black t ie  mst of the time. 

Q: He was quite a leader against wfiat he miaared political p f t  
in the c i w  

A: Hewa~igmatlybelavedarrdmmy,matypoplelaewhirn. Ithinkhe 
pmbablywas,wel11slJspedhewas, abcrutas-tandirrgasany 
rector that has been there. H e  is still alive. I had a letter fmm 
him a year or two ago. 

Q: Does he live in I-? 

A: No, Arizona, in Arizma. 

Q: I guess he1& alive. I had a letter fkm him n ample of 
ago. I ~ ~ h g b g a t h e r t o g e t h e r ~ ~ ~ f B a h c l p  Iff" 
~ t e ~ h a w a s h s s e ~ f m n s e , r h e n B i s h o p ~ ~ w a s ~ ,  en3.I 
mt he could give me scm infomatian. He w m t a  me a nice letter 
recalling pie and it was fran scaJlewhere in Arizona, I think in Arizona. 

A: Well hews very old but he's pxhbly still alive. 

A: Well he must be, w e l l  I can find cut hcw old he is. Would you be 
interested in kr#rwing huw old he is? 

Q: Y e s ,  I might m mite to him. (paw8 in tape went to get  
infonnatim) 

Q: What date? 

Q: - U o f h i m i n a u c h y c r u t h R t l t k .  Iwmldhaventwer 
thmght he was that old. 

A: He a spiritually WLY devout pemm and very lavely m, 
plus talesrted. 
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Q: W a s  that in the 19401s? 

Q: Because Cullam Davis, art at Sangemw#1, gave me an article to rread 
that was in a gmup of rimy histori- about this city and it w a s  &mut 
h i s ~ a g a ~ t h e g r a p t ~ ~ m .  

A: Well W I don% IuuJwbecause I wwldnlt have mseamhd it. I 
suspected, it wuldnlt mrprise me, because he was that type of 
m, very mu& amre of the aammiQ. He was a vsry dew friend 
of ~ishapwhS.te arrlhegot alcqbeaut i fu l ly ,  but I think i twas 
dur- thiP WE Yith Revemnd Mr. Rilery, 1917 to 1920. I think it 
was, Bishap Shemmd refwd to visit Christ. m. 
Q: why didhe refuse? 

A: I w i s h  I could find it. It ms a matter of a theological stand 
taken by Mr. Riley, IWmerd U h  Riley, FJhO disbelieved in the 
apostolic euooessicn. He leiwed i n  the opiccopate and rs. very 
liberal in his attitude. He also opened cam.mim, anyhcdy carld k h  
-on whether they were E p i ~ i ~  or not. 

a: Hasn't that m ZUmUId a l l  the way nw? 

Q: I think at mist murd~ they allw it if  y m  are a baptized 
perwn* 
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Q: So ycru think C h r i s t  is a consenmtive, ultra-cmsermtive 
church? 

A: I thhik it's an ultra-tive. Originally of counsel it was 
organized because of di- aver the ritual a t  st. Paul's. 

Q: What were they adding that caused such a  dhaemicol? 

a: 1--aberut:it-doingm-. A l l I r e a l l y  
have an idea abcRzt is that the~8 was a-y an a d d i t i d  ritual 
added ta themass. 

A: Y e s ,  it was originally (Pause while looking for papers) 

Q: So that would have like 1887? 

A: Yes, I h a m ' t  got this  whole. Itts Eram a nmmscxipt of sum 
kind that was gim to me. It's a history of the Qrrist m. N m  
I c a n ~ t f i n d t h e r e s t o f  it, butwhatIhaveherer#rwpertainstowhat 
we were b l k i q  &xt. It's authentic, - wrote this and gave it 
to me but I'mmissing sixteen pasan that's -. myhow, !'The 
majoriw of the E p h c p l  mcmds might be callad myer Boak 
cbmAxEn or liberal wanydicals.t' I .Ulink this is b&z@ Christ 
Chumh fits. It is a Fmyer Bonk &U&I and liberal ~~%~&Lical ,  It 
scmnetimes has been called law church. I don't like that t e r m  because 
it really daesn't meznn very much as a cmtmst to high m. It did 
originally. High dmr& was a d.lurch that had a great deal of 
~ ~ r i t u a l a n d t h e l u w ~ w e r e ~ t h a t h a d  
c Q r r r r r m n i ~ v w y - ~ ~ - ~ ~ p r a y e r .  

Q: That was the primary difference? 

A: That waa the prinrary diffemmce d in 1887 ~iah#p Seymour w a ~ i  
faced w i t h  a h a w  divided. ?he Ramend Frederick W. Taylor, Rector 
of St. EWl's, later Bishop of e, it ms dur- his rectoxhip 
thatalongbrewingrrwrveunerrtofscmu3peopleintheperishto~ 
another cmrre to a h~&. He had very definite Catholic 
cmvicticm, he was very clearcut, he was ~ ~ i n g  and so if 
therewastobeabreakitwmldcmeaboutbecauseofhi.s. .  . 



A: Rigidity. So wrote, the mi* of this m i *  says, 
must have hem very strang feeling m the quote "sepamtists'f frum st. 
Paul's. Euttheaccmnts1haveread~bsenr&8agerflmxtedand 
-1y m y .  Whi& of came srhcruLd be. These b m  
senators Prem the Illinois SMe ister i n  1887 give a brief 
explanation for a new church quub, %orginazatwn within 
it's m p  a large mrmber of cur pmdnent dumh people, 
f o m l y  nmbers of S t .  mulls m, who object to the high church 
fonrls, meming a sinpler mie. 'Ihere is no reascol wlly both 
dmxhea should not f l c r u r i a  and -y their efficieslcy will be 
hcmasd by the That's a fmm the mister. So 
despite the fact the cmsmt was given by the ves;try of St. Paul's for 
the organization of a new parish, a t  the latter part  of 1887, the 
Bi- Seynwur gave his consmt to  the organization. 

Q: I'll have to give you a copy of his letter. I have it for yuu. 

A: W e l l  I have it in part hem. 

Q: This is in his awn W i t i n g .  

A: I have same, ma* I have, I dcm't knw.  Then it goes cm to sy, 
'We hear!& solenmly pranise that said parish shall be forever held and 
incorporated ur&r the ecclesiastic authorilqr of a Bishop of 
Springfield and it Is sucoessorrs. 'Ibis is h t  is mant  by 
wqmra t icm sole, dxmh pmperty in the Diocese of Sprirrsfield is in 
the title of the Bishop of Sprirrsfield anl his -90- in office. 
There are twmty-sdx slgnatmes to that pledge. 

A: Well the rest of this you lacrw abut. Here is a qswtatim from 
l&s. Jmnss Easley. Did you have that? 

Q: No. 

A: Okay. She was twelve years old a t  the tinus and this gives her 
~ i o n o f ~ f i r s t g e w i a ~ w h i c h w a s h a l d i n ~ ~ o f t h e ~ .  
N o d a b  is g i v e n b u t y o u m d i s c c r v e r ~ t .  N c r w W  isMrs. Jams 
Easley. I don't haw whether shefs still living or not. In 1888 she 
was twelve old. 

Q: She was born in 1876. 

A: I don't think &he's living rmw. Okay arryway, T h i s  is a quotation, 
sat on plain chairs. N e a r  the door as we enked .Ule roam was a 

mall table w i t h  a w h i t e  marble andonthe tablewasa~ib le .  I 
rmenber I was very .Ule * artlook, could not 
eeaveryhapefulfulum." T h m ~ g c e s a h e a d t o l d k a b o u t  
amrles Ridgely d George H* Webster which ycw krrcrw abcrut, don't ym? 
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A: ~ ~ R e c c a d s s a y ~ a t t w d a K e g r e w d u r h g t h e R a v e r e n d ~ c k  
Cl- rectorship & the fair ladies vied for his a t t sn t in  but to 
no avail. H e  went far a field for matrimnhl ccnquest and ckhe his 
fair lady in B 1 c m h q b - 1 ,  

In 1947 there was to be an election for the Bishop of 
Spainsfield, Bishop white hwhq re thd .  Fkwmd Jeny W a l l a c e  wae 
me of the priests llcBninated. He was thm living in 'Rlsom, A r i m .  
WwrotoalettertotheRavererrlJ&H. mu8erwhowas-rn 




































































