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PREFACE 

This manuscript i s  the result of a series of tape-recorded in?temiews 

conducted by Mrs. Dorothy Burris for  the Oral =story Office with b. 
Charles B. S h m  i n  October 1972. M r .  S h m  reviewed the transcript 

and helped edit it for f inal  typing. He also donated some related 

materials t o  the Oral History Collection. 

M r .  S h m w a s b o r n  at Sullivan, I l l inois  i n  1906, and was reared 

on his father 's farm i n  Moultrie County, I l l inois .  He attended m a 1  

Moultrie County schools, Sullivan Township Hi@ School, and the College 

of Agriculture of the University of I l l inois .  Upon completion of his 

master's degree i n  1929, M r .  Shwnan retwned t o  rYaoultrie County t o  

operate his father 's f m .  In addition t o  his famn operation, M r .  Shwm 

was active i n  the Moultrie County Farm Bureau, served on the I l l inois  

A@;rLcultural Association Board from 1940 t o  1945, and as president of 

that organization f'rom 1945 t o  1954. He served as president of the 

American Famn Bureau Federation porn 1954 t o  1970. He also served on 

local school b o d s  and the Board of R e ~ n t s  of the State of I l l inois .  

Readers of th i s  oral  history memoir should be= in mind that it i s  

a transcript of the spoken word, and that  the internewer, narrator and 

editor sought t o  preserve the infomal, conwersa~ional s tyle that i s  

inherent i n  such historical  sources. Sangamon State University i s  not 

responsible for  the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor of course, for 

views expressed therein; these are for  the reader t o  judge. 

The manuscript may be read, qudted and cited freely. It may not 

be reproduced in whole or in  pa r t  by any means, e lec t roac  or mechanical, 

without permission in  writing frm the Oral Mstory Office, Sangman 

State University, Spmgfield,  I l l inois  62708. 



Charles B. S h m ,  October 16, 1972, Sullivan, I l l ino i s .  

Dorothy Bumus, Interviewer. 

This is M r .  Charles B. Shuman whm I am interviewing at his  famn home 

near Sullivan, I l l i no i s  on October 16, 1972. 

Q: Would you please t e l l  me about your ancestors and how the farm 

Came into your family. 

A: W e l l  of course, i f  you go back far enough, everyone has many 

ancestors. One of my ancestors fought in the Revolutionary War and 

several of them i n  the Civil War. The Home F m  here in Moultrie 

County, I l l h i s ,  came I n t o  our family is? 1853 when my great-grand- 

father came here fYom Lexington, Kentucky. He brought his wife and 

children with him and bought the land that's incorporated, at leas t  

i n  part ,  in to  our farm from an early s e t t l e r  who had come here sane- 

where between 1835 and 1845. So we were second owners of the land. 

It was entered by Jk. Elder who purchased it f r o m  the Federal Govern- 

ment. 

great-grandfather farmed the land and his daughter, my grandmother, 

whose name was McPheeters, married a young man who had come west f r o m  

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. He was the son of a Geman W g m n t  and 

his name was Charles Shuman. Af'ter he had taught school a while, he 

also engaged i n  farming, although he didn't stay with it very long. 

He later became County Treasurer and established a bank here in 

Sullivan, the P b s t  National Bank which is still operating. 
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This Charles Shuman was my grandfather and his son, B l i s s  Shuman, was 

my father. He operated the farm f'rom 1903 until 1922. 

I graduated from the College of Agriculture a t  the University of 

I l l ino i s  i n  1929 and came back t o  the farm. I 've lived here ever 

since, and opepated it for  almost 20 years with very l i t t l e  hired 

labor. 

I had a management contract with a young man who operated it when I 

became involved in fill t h e  Farm Bureau work in  the I l l ino i s  A g r i -  

cultural Association. For a few years we had a rmnager-tenant rela- 

tionship with the both of us living on the fm and with him doing the 

active work. After college, my oldest son and, l a te r ,  two other sons 

came back and established a partnership which operates the farm a t  the 

present t h e .  We were pleased that  this year the State of I l l inois1  

Department of Agriculture ini t iated the Centennial F m  Project and we 

were one of the approxkte ly  2,000 farms i n  I l l ino i s  that had a 

record of 100 years1 continuous ownership i n  one family. 

My mat-grandfather, Addison McPheeters, had considerable previous 

experience i n  agriculture. In 1833 he had gone *om Lexington, Ken- 

tucky t o  near where Columbia, Missouri is located. There was no 

town there a t  that  time. He bought a t rac t  of land fkom the govern- 

ment, cleared it, buil t  a house and f m e d  there for  several years. 

He was one of the militia, the Missouri Volunteers, which served in 

the Blackhawk Indian War--the one that Abraham Lincoln was involved 

in.  After that  my peat-grandfather sold his fm i n  Colwnbia, 

Kssouri  and set t led near Winchester i n  Scott County, I l l inois ,  on 

another fm. He f inal ly went back t o  Lexington, Kentucky because 
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his wife was ill and f e l t  that she wanted t o  l ive closer t o  her 

friends. HIS wife l a t e r  passed away in Lexington, Kentucky. 

When my peat-@father remarried, he and my great-grandmother 

moved back t o  I l l inois .  So a l o t  of things happened before 1853 51 

our family as far as agriculture i s  concerned. 

Q: How many acres do you farm here? 

A: The original farm that came down through these years was 456 acres. 

Recently, the U.S. Army Corps of Ehgheers preempted, took over and 

condemned, 80 saw acres for  the Shelbyvf l l e  Reservoir Proj ect . That 

reduced the original acreage somewhat. However, i n  the meantime, we 

have bought sane additional land; we have about 75 acres where our 

present home is located and a l i t t l e  over 200 acres west of the orig- 

inal farm. So we have around 650 acres to ta l .  Then of course my sons 

who have the famning partnership, farm additional land, other than 

this that i s  owned by us. I ' m  not sure exactly how many acres they 

are farming now, somewhere in the neighborhood of 1000 acres. 

Q: What are the principal crops that  you are now raising? 

A: Corm and soybeans. They're [the sons] primarily grain fanners but 

we do have, and I ' m  in partnership with them, a herd of c m e r c i a l  

Angus cat t le .  We have a l i t t l e  rough land and lo t s  of corn stalk 

ref'use so we have approximately a 55-cow commercial Angus herd. We 

raise the calves and feed them out. In addition t o  that ,  my youngest 

son, who is fourteen years old, and I have a l i t t l e  hog partnership 

going. Last year we raised a few feedezl pigs in addition t o  his 4 + ~  

l i t t e r .  
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The farming on th i s  farm has undergone many changes i n  the last hun- 

dred years. Originally, when they came here i n  1853, my g r e a t - p w -  

father and the other se t t l e r s  valued the timber land more highly Qhan 

they did the pra i r ie  land. The result  was that they bought as much 

of the rough timber land a s  they could. There was several reasons for 

that, of course. One was  that the plows of the time were not quite 

capable of plowing under th i s  heavy prairie soi l .  They also had t o  

have lumber fo r  their buildings. There were no railroads nearby at 

the t h e .  They were also of the mistaken impression that the timber 

s o i l  was a better s o i l  for fanning. They la te r  found out differently. 

So th i s  famn has a good deal of rough land on it. 

BY necessity, agriculture was largely self-sufficient h 1853. Tbey 

raised beef ca t t l e ,  hogs and a few dairy cows. Much of the agriculture 

was the grazing of livestock but they had a few acres in cultivation. 

They cleared the timber land i n  order t o  have acreage for  cultivation. 

They used the prair ie  at that time, minly  for  grazing. Later on, we 

&dually evolved t o  where this i s  a p a i n  farming area. While rqy 

father was farmjylg the land, he was primwily a livestock fanner. 

When I mved into the operation in 1929, we fed pract ical ly  a l l  of the 

ga in  we raised. Today, that is not true. We a r e  cash grain farmers 

first and livestock people second. I sometimes regret the change and 

I'm not sure that i t ' s  sound, but nevertheless, that's the way i t 's  

gone. 

Q: When your father and your pardfather were here, the implements 

were most primitive. Do you have any of those old implements on hand 

or  have you traded them all in? 
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A: Unfortunately, we don't have any of the original implements. 

can remember seeing some of them around. They were not preserved /I 
many of them were wooden-framed and when l e f t  out i n  the weather, 

decayed rather rapidly. I occasionally pick up a shovel *om an 

old cultivator or  sane part of an old horse-drawn piece of equipment 

that i s  still around in the soi l .  O f  course, when I was a youngster, 

a l l  of our fanning was done with horses and I have driven horse-drawn 

equipment of alwlost every kind. Our first corn cultivators were one- 

r o w  cultivators. I can remember when the two-POW cultivators f i r s t  

came and they were horse-drawn, too. 

It was customary i n  the spring arad l a t e  f a l l  t o  chop the corn stalks. 

That was a rough, dusty, dirty job. A corn stalk chopper would take 

two rows at a t h e .  Next the farmer plowed the groundl and then began 

the veqy laborious process of working it down. The plow was followed 

by the harrow-that was a di r ty  job! Then i f  we got a shower of rain 

we would go i n  and disc it with a four horse team. After the discing 

was completed we usually harrowed it again and then planted the cam. 

If it rained youtd have t o  disc it a l l  over again. So i t ' s  no wonder 

that one man couldntt operate a very large acreage. 

I bought one of the first Farm11 [IKC] tractors that was sold Fn our 

county i n  1929 when I started t o  fm. This was approximately a 20 t o  

25 horsepower tractor  and it was one of the first tractors that had 

cultivating equipment on it. However, I didn't depend upon the tractor  

for all of our power. We had, i n  addition, eight horses in 1929. We 

planted corn with horses, we did some plowing with horses, and alsp most 

all of the hamowing and part of the cultivation of the corn. 0ur1 
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usual acreage of corn around that time was about 100 acres which 

considered t o  be a rather large acreage. Today, it would be insi 

icant . 

Again, i n  the mechanical l ine,  I hated t o  shuck corm by hand. In 

fac t ,  I couldnlt shuck very mch in  one day compared t o  some of the 

good huskers who could r o l l  out with 100 t o  120 bushels per day. So 

a t  the  first opportunity, I purchased a two-row International Hamester 

Fammll Mounted Corn Picker. It was the second one that  was sold in  

this area and I used the corn pickey f o r  the  harvesting. It was very 

d i f f i cu l t  because of the breakage. The machines were not well tested 

and well developed a t  tha t  time. But we did husk quite a b i t  of corn 

a t  that  time with the corn picker. 

Q: Some of the corm was broken when it was picked. Did you put hogs 

or  cattle in the f i e lds  t o  pick up the residue? 

A: Yes, we always used the cow herd t o  clean up the s ta lk  f i e ld ,  and 

we still do. After the  picker e e s  through, we twn the c a t t l e  in and 

they survive on tha t  for two o r  three months. I dld use the procedure 

of so-called hoggingdown corn in small l o t s ,  occasionally. When I 

was farming I raised quite a few hogs. We marketed from 150 t o  350 

hogs a year. That was considered t o  be a pret ty large hog operation, 

a t  tha t  time, between 1929 and 1945. 

Q: You mentioned farming with horses. In those times, it took quite 

a b i t  of hay and pain t o  feed them for  a yeax. 

A: Yes, when my great-granddad came here i n  1853, agriculture was 



almost ent irely self-sufficient and was a way of l i f e .  In other Hords, 

very l i t t l e  was mayketed. I remember my grandnother t e l l ing  me twt 
her brothers, who were twins, and who l a t e r  served i n  the Civil  Wsp, 

worked a l l  s m e r  for the i r  father a d  hfs pay t o  them for  the sum 

merrs work was one large load of e m  corn each. They loaded up this 

corn and hauled it with a team and wagon a l l  the wa,y t o  Teme Haute, 

Indiana which was the nearest cash grain market at tha t  t h e .  Before 

they came home, one of them spent h is  money on a pai r  of new boots and 

a hat. The other brought his money home. 

Well, by the the I began farming i n  1929, farming had become more of 

a business and it was more speciaJlzed. It was geared t o  produce a 

higher proportion of the product fo r  c m e r c i a l  sale  but we were still 

self-sufficient for  many things. We had our own gardens and our own 

meat and milk. I wax never i n  the dairy business a s  such commercially, 

but about the middle 1940rs, I had a cow that  produced our own m i l l c  

and butter. We had o w  own chickens for  eggs, and our own beef and 

pork, and we produced the  feed fo r  a good part  of our power. I ' d  say 

we produced perhaps a third of our power requirements in the cultivation 

and planting and harvesting of crops. About a third of the power was 

horse power and the feed fo r  the horse power was raised on the farm. 

Today, with my own sons1 operation, very l i t t l e  of the requirements are 

produced on the fm; there are no chickens and only the hogs we ra ise  

here. Farm operators today w e  dependent upon commercial purchase o r  

outside inputs for  t h e b  power, fo r  the i r  f e r t i l i z e r ,  for  the i r  weed 

control; they h i re  very l i t t l e  labor. They have no poultry, no gardens, 

well, I shouldn't say that  because each of them has a small gardeni but 
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no eggs and no milk; t h a t l s  a l l  purchased. I ' m  not condemning th i s  

change. I ' m  just recognizing it. I believe that our agricul ture,  

today is more eff icient  by having specialized. Le t  the ones that 

have the ab i l i ty  and the d e s b e  produce the milk, o r  the poultry 

products and so on. It certainly doesn't pay f'rom the standpoint 

of economics f o r  a busy p a i n  fanner t o  have a home garden. I 

think sometimes his wife o r  children can do so profitably. These 

highly mechanized, specialized operations of today cannot be 

self-sufficient: they're ccanmercial operations. 

Q: What type of f e r t i l i za t ion  or mta t ion  program did you use i n  

the 1930's t o  build up the soi l?  

A: We wepe very stmng advocates of the Univemity of I l l ino i s1  

College of Agriculture Soil  Fe r t i l i t y  Program which was the Cwil 

G .  Hopkins formula of lime, legumes, and phosphates with whatever 

aninaal f e r t i l i z e r  o r  mwe we had. One of the first things I did 

on the farm was to begin spreading lhes tone  because that  had not 

been done by the previous operators. We limed the ent ire  place. 

The first limestone we spread had t o  be hauled out f r o m  the railroad 

car on a siding i n  Sullivan, four miles away. It was spread vevy 

laboriously with a horse-drawn sp~eader.  We scooped it out of the 

car that  was on the siding--there were no hopper cars for  limestone 

then--& hauled it t o  the f i e ld  with teams and wagons. It was a 

long drawn-out job. A few years l a t e r ,  somtime i n  the l a t e  19301$, 

there were a few custom operators who would spread limestone by 

truck. Fmm then on we hked  t h i s  done by custom spreaders. 
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A s  fo r  c m e r c i a l  fe r t i l i ze rs ,  under the lime, legume, phosphate ; 
program advocated by the University at the time, they pooh-poohed 1 
the idea that c m e r c i a l  fe r t i l i ze rs  would be of any value. I 

didn't begin t o  use comercial f e r t i l i z e r  un t i l  the l a te  1930's o r  

early 1940 x. I began the use of c m e r c i a l   fertilize^ somewhat be- 

fore the University came out strongly for  it, because I had started, 

in  the 1930's t o  produce hybrid seed corn and began t o  see that  you 

could not get the maxirraun benefit flwm hybrid seed without the use of 

c m e r c i a l  sources of nitrogen, phosphate and potash. It had t o  be 

readily available, and more of it than you could get i n  any other 

system. I began t o  produce hybrid seed corn mostly t o  supply it for 

o w  own use and fo r  a few neighbors, but l a te r  developed a small busi- 

ness. 

I continued i n  the hybrid seed corn business unt i l  I was elected 

President of the I l l ino i s  Agricultural Association. This is the Farm 

Bureau in I1linois and that was a fill-the job. A t  that time I had 

t o  develop a different m g e m e n t  pattern on the home farm. I also 

had t o  do samething about the seed corn business and I decided to  dis- 

continue it, because I could see at that time the business was going 

t o  larger operators, and mine was not a large operation. I think the 

most we ever produced was around 1,100 or  1,200 bushels of seed corn. 

Q: Do you remember how your grandfather or  your father picked thei r  

seed corn? 

A: Yes, in  fact ,  as a kid I helped my dad select the seed corn. In 

the beginning, they would have a l i t t l e  box in  the front end of the 
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wagon when they were shucking corn, and when they'd come t o  a good 

looking ear--I mean good-looking from the standpoint of the appearance 

of the ear on a s ta lk  that was standing of course--they'd t h r o w  it, i n  

the box. When they came in with a load of corn these selected ear6 

were stored i n  a separate place and this would be thei r  source of seed 

corn fo r  the next year. If they didn't get enough of it that  way, 

they would go through the cr ib and look at the corn a s  it came out t o  

go t o  the hogs fo r  feed, and would pick out the better-looking ears. 

It was simply a sight selection f2omthe ear characteristics. The 

University and other educational inst i tut ions did a great m u n t  of 

work in pointing out t o  the farrners the ways in which t o  select the 

best ears. 

A l i t t l e  l a t e r  though, the University emphasized the importance of 

f i e ld  selection and we did some of that .  We would go out in the  f ie lds ,  

i n  the l a t t e r  part of September o r  early October and pick the outstand- 

ing plants and select an ear out of the f i e l d  f'rom the observation of 

the standing stalk.  That was a bet ter  way, but of course, hybrid seed 

corn has outmoded all of tha t .  

Q: Would you have any way of test- t o  see whether it would grow the 

next year? Did you use any certajn method? 

A: Yes, the Moultrie County F m  Eweau, and I think Fann W e a u  i n  

most counties i n  I l l ino i s ,  began a seed test ing program soon a f t e r  it 

was established. I think the F m  Bureau here started about 1917 o r  

1918 and within a year or  two they had a seed tes t ing  laboratory. You 

could take your corm that  you selected, number the ems,  pull  a few 
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gra ins  f'rm each ear and take it into the seed tes t ing  laboratory. 

They would germhate it t o  determine whether o r  not you had a good 

germination. They would also check t o  see whether or  not there wep  

diseases showing up. These disease organisms would germinate along 

with the corn ard they would show up in the testing. So we had t h i s  

service quite ewly ,  I'd say i n  the 19201s, and it was a valuable ser- 

vice and helped +rove our seed w k e d l y .  

Q: Wasntt there a crude type of thing that  the older people used- 

taking a piece of cloth an3 daqerdng it and putting the seed i n  that? 

A: Yes, I have rmde these "rag-dolltt t e s te r s  myself as a kid on the 

f m .  We did tha t ,  but that w a s  before they had the seed test ing lab 

at the Farm Bweau. We took a piece of an old sheet or some other 

cloth, tore  it in to  s t r ips ,  and marked it with squares. The grain t o  

be tested was put i n  the l i t t l e  squares -- about f ive or s ix  grains 

film each ear in each square. Each ear  was numbered and the squares 

were correspondingly numbered. The cloth was then rolled up into what 

we called a "rag-doll", t i ed  and placed in a bucket of water and kept 

in a w m  place behind the stove or someplace. This method dld not 

provide the kind of test ing tha t  would give much indication of disease 

Infection of the e w s  but it was a good germination t e s t .  

Q: Did you do a simllar thing with oats and wheat, or  did they bdther 

with that? 

A: Most generally they didn't bother. A t  least  I dontt r eca l l  twt 
; 

we gerrmi.nated oats, but a f t e r  we had the seed testing, service at Qhe 

Farm Bureau, we germinated everything that we were going t o  plant 4 


















































































































































































































