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Preface

This manuscript is the product of a tape recorded interview conducted
by Glenn Kniss for the Oral History Office on May 6, 1986. Linda Jett
transcribed the tapes and Glenn Kniss edited the transcript. Mr.
Shuey reviewed the transcript.

Loren "Ted" Shuey joined the Third Infantry Division on July 26, 1940.
On November 8, 1942, he landed in North Africa and tock part in the
Allied victory at Casablanca. After Africa he took part in the
invasion of Sicily where he was wounded and earned a purple heart.
Tedthenfoughtmltalywhemhemscapturedwhileattenptingto
bring supplies to his command post near Casino. Mr. shuey talks of
conditions in the German POW camps where he was held. He also talks
openly of his struggle with the emotional strain of the experience.

Glemn Kniss was born in Mormouth, Illinois and has been a native of
Springfield since 1940. HewasanhﬁantryzmnintheUs Army in
World War IT, and has three campaign stars to his credit for battles
in Normandy, Northern France, and the Rhineland. He was also awarded
the Bronze Start and the Medal for Liberation of Metz, France.

He, too, wasaprlsomrofwar, and was selected by his fellow
prlsmmerstobeabarrackschlefmstalaglm He:.sapast
Commander of the Springfield Area Chapter of American Ex Prisoners of
War. He is also their historian.

Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that it is a
transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, narrator and
editor sought to preserve the informal, conversational style that is
inherent in such historical sources. Sangamon State University is not
responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for views
expressed therein; thesearefortlmreadarto:judge.

'Ihemamscriptmayberead, quoted and cited freely. It may not be
reproduced J.nwholeormpartbyanymans, electronic or mechanical,
without permission in writing from the Oral History Office, Sangamon
State University, Springfield, Illinois 62794~9243.




Ioren "Ted" Shuey, May 6, 1986, Springfield, Illinois.
Glenn Kniss, Interviewer.

Q: Ted is one of the members of the Springfield Area Chapter American
'Ex Prisoners of War and this is one of several oral histories that we
are going to do under the program title of Prisoner of War Experiences
in World War II. Ted, let's start by you telling me how you got in
the service and when you got in the service and what your outfits
were,

A: I joined the army on July 26, 1940 ard entered the Thirtieth
Infantry Regiment of the Third Infantry Division at Presidio, of San
Francisco, California and at the regular army cutfit, an old line
outfit.

Q: You got in real early, didn't you?

A: I joined the regular army before the war. The ocutfit was made up
of old line infantry men. Most of them came from the Hawaiian Islands
and Panama and the Philippines. They came back and spent the rest of
the time there in the Thirtieth Infantry. So many of the non-coms had
ten and twenty years in the service by that time.

Q: Where was your camp?

A: The camp was in the Presidio, at San Francisco, California, right
in the city, right under the Golden Gate Bridge. We had maneuver
ground what they called Camp Ord at that time but they later made it
into a permanent military installation and it was called Fort Ord.

Our regular camp was Fort Iewis Washington, it was our division
station. And we went on maneuvers at Fort Lewis, Washington. We were
onmanauvj;gsat Fort Ord. We were really trained as amphibian troops
at the time.

Q: The amphibian forces?

A: Amphibjan forces. We made landings in Monterey, California,
training at Fort Ord, and we made lardings in the Puget Sound area
when at Ft. Lewis, Washington. We made landings at San Diego,
training with the marines down there.

Q: An amphibious unit attached to an infantry division?

A: We were all amphibian. The whole division was amphibian.

Q: Oh, this was an amphibious division. I didn't know they had such
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A: Yes, The First and Third Divisions in peacetime were all
amphibicus. We were trained for that in 1940 and 1941. We trained
before the war started.

Q: When did you go over to Europe?

A: Well, after the war broke out we moved over to the East Coast to
Camp Pickett, Virginia and trained as amphibian there ard then we
boarded ships on Octcber 27, 1942 and we landed in Fedalia, Morocco on
Novenber 8, 1942 and took Casablanca.

Q: This was a combat action?

A: Yes. First got into combat November 8, 1942. And they kept us
there~-my battalion out of the regiment was kept there. The rest of
the division was sent up into the Atlas Mountains close to Algeria for
guard duty, against Spanish Morocco. And we were picked as honor
guard for the Casablanca conference when Roosevelt and Churchill mat
in Jaruary 8-23, 1943. I was a guard on the front door of the villa
of General Charles De Gualle and General Henri Giraud.

Q: Did you see any of the dignitar:tes?

A: ©Oh, yes. Roosevelt reviewed our troocps and I saw Churchill. They
had the conference at the Anfa Hotel and we were on interior guard
duty so we were there all the time arcund that area.

Q: Any umsual incidents during that guard duty?

A: Well, I had to make a report on an incident in the French
capamnd. One of the French officers came cut and burned a bunch of
papers in the yard and we reported him. And the CID came down and
investigated it. They called me into the C.P. to make a report on
what we thought it was. Whether it was sabotage or what he was trying
to do. After that, after the conference was over, they moved us to
Algeria, right outside Oran, a place called Arzew. And my company and
another company out of the regiment was made school troops for fifth
army invasion training center. We did all types of training and
training troops in parts of amphibious warfare. And I was there until
after Kasserine Pass when the Americans First Division and Ninth
Division and -fourth Division pretty well shot up and they
moved us up to ia, and we went the line in support behind
the Thirty-fourth Division on Hill 609. And then we moved by them and
we took a town called Ferryville in the Tunisian Campaign.

Q: That town was named what?

A: Ferryville.

Q: How would that be spelled?

A: FP=-E-R-R-Y~V~I-L~I~E. And that was the end of the campaign. The
Cermans surrendered there. So then we went back to Algeria and more

amphibious training, to get ready for the invasion of Sicily. We
trained for that and we boarded landing craft in Bizerte, Tunisia and
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we made a landing at Licata, Sicily with Patton's Seventh Army. My
unit took Palermo. Third Division took Palermo and then we moved up
the coast . . .

Q: Could I ask--you were amphibious but you also were infantrymen
then?

A: Oh yes, we fought--just that amphibious was ocur specialty, and we
always trained on that.

Q: YouwereIS . . .

A: We landed all landing craft. I landed in Africa on the ICA's,
that's a small landing craft, and we landed in Sicily in ICI's. We
fought that campaign and we got the credit for taking the Messina,
ending the campaign. And then they pulled us back and we went into a
staging area and by that time the Thirty-sixth Division and
Forty-fifth Division had landed at Salerno. And they were getting
pretty shot up. So they threw us into Salerno and we went in there D
plus 9 and we landed on ICI's on the beach that was still under
artillary fire from the Germans. Ard we attacked right from the beach
and we took a town of Acermno.

Q: How's that spelled?

A: A-C-E-R-N-O. And then we just kept fighting and on up, taking
various towns. We made the crossing of the Volturno River which was a
pretty rough crossing. That was at Formicola. Then we moved right up
into the Cassino area and we fought at Pietravairano, pretty bad,
taking on hills. We moved in and my battalion took a hill called Mt.
Roturda which was actually inside of the German lines. So when we
tock it we had Germans on three sides of us. 2And we got the
Presidential Unit citation for taking that hill. It was while on that
hill, after we had been there about five days, that I was
communications sergeant. We could get supplies only at night because
the Germans could shell us and shoot us in daylight so we went down at
night. We'd been repelling quite a few counter attacks, and the
outfit was tired. I was commmnication sergeant and so I volunteered
to go down the hill and get supplies that night. I took fifteen men
down the hill to get supplies and bring them back up. We got ocur
supplies and started back up. Well, of course our flanks were kind of
hanging dut in the air. The Germans came in on the side and that's

when I got captured.

Q: Oh, yes. Would you like to go into more detail about your
incidents of capture?

A: That's what I started to say, that when we were coming back up the
hill'lll

Q: Oh yes.
A: We ran into the Germans. There was three companies. I was in I

company and we were leading the group up the hill but it was just--we
had moved up the hill and the brush was thick. When the shelling was
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on there it burned out patches. We had just moved down into one of
them open stretches, and the Germans come in from all sides of us.
Well, K company and L company's men bringing supplies were back in the
brush yet and they ran off back down the hill, but the men with me
were out in the open. We dropped down and started shooting and the
Germans were all around. We just had to give up.

Q: I see you say that you ran into a German combat patrol of
approximately a hundred men.

A: Yes, it was a full campany.
Q: Did they have any type of armour with them.

A: No, it was strictly an infantry patrol. They had a lot of
autcmatic weapons.

Q: And evidently there were British troops around there and Scotch.

A: There were—on ocur left flank was the British 5th Corps and we
were always in contact with them. The Third Division was always in
contact wﬁh the British 5th Corps. When I got into the prison camp
of course we were intermingled with the British, so I was with the
British all the way up to Germany.

Q: You mentioned you were taken to a town called Frosinone.

A: Yes, that was behind Casino. It's a town behind Casino where they
collected the prisoners for shipment to Germany. I remember the town
because there was no people in it at all. Just the Germans occupying
the town and they used the buildings to keep the prisoners in. But
it's just like all rear echelon areas they weren't cambat soldiers so
they treated us pretty rotten. But if you're up with the front
division and captured they treat you good because they recognize you
as a same kind of a person ag them.

Q: Very true. I remember that. You were there a couple of weeks at
this town then.

A: Yes. They were collecting priscners and when they got encugh to
ship back, they shipped us all together. We were interrogated. You
go through the officer asking you what your unit was and all that
stuff. :

Q: Interrogation.
A: Yes.

Q: Did you get threatened?

A: The only thing they threatened us with, that I know of, they said,
"We won't let your name out to the Red Cross that you're a prisoner of
war." So they didn't really threaten us bad. I know other guys I
talked to in prison camp, they would take one out the back door and a
gun shot would go off and then come back in and interrogate the next
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one. But I never went through that. We just gave name, rank, serial
mmber, didn't seem like it bothered them. Because right after I was
captured they moved us back and we'd been fighting this 29th Panzer
Grenidier Division in Sicily and Italy both. And we got back and a
German half track come down the road when they were marching us back
and this German officer stopped. He could speak English and he saw
our soldier patch and said, "Oh, a Third Infantry Division. Good
outfit;," he says. "Good ocutfit." So they respect you as a whole
division.

Q: Your trip from Italy to Germany took about a week you say on this
railroad?

At Yes, well, we had to go all the way from south of Rame, all the
way through the Brenner Pass coammmnity. So I estimated about a week.
Ihc:n'txeallyramber. We were in the box cars totally the whole
time.

Q: They seam to have fed you rather well compared to most men.

A: Well, at that time they were picking up stuff. I remember they
give us some German issued cans of cheese, it was Limburger. Of
course same of the quys at that time couldn't eat it. I could eat it.
And they give us tuna fish one time I remember. Whenever they got
arourd where their units were, generally you got stew.

Q: Yes, yes. Well, then you arrived at Moosburg, at Stalag VIIA, is
that right? Your first camp?

A: Yes, that's the first camp I was in in Germany. That was a camp
or collecting station. They had British there and everything was in
there. Everybody was brought in from Italy. Australians were there
yet from fighting in Africa, New Zealanders. The New Zealanders did
fight I think down in Italy after I left there.

Q: Do you remember much about Stalag VIIA?

A: I was in the lazarette (hospital) one time there for malaria. I
got an attack of malaria and went to the officers, the medical
officers. And they put me in the lazarette for a couple of days.
They said it was malaria.

Q: But in general your food and the sanitation was pretty fair?

A: The food wasn't too good there. The most I can remenber about
that, you got a little barley soup but mostly it was that turnip tops.
You know they didn't wash them off. You ate sand and all. They were

sure a messy looking thing.
Q: I see you mention they used German guard dogs.

A: That's right. The guards used dogs. I remember cne incident
particularly because it was wintertime. And of course G.I.'s, they'd
get an idea, "Hey you ain't going to make us do anything." The guards
said, "Fall out for roll call." There were the guys hollering, "Stand
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fast, nobody move. They'll count us in the barracks. We're not
leavirng." So that's the way it stood. The guard went out and came
back and he came back with these guard dogs. They brought them into
the barracks and they just put them on a long leash and just let them
swing around. I went out the window. No question about it. They
cauld do want they wanted to with those dogs. So they always had a
dog with them. They could keep you in line real well.

Q: That's unusual. I don't remember any of them,

A: That's the only place I saw them, was there.

Q: I saw lots of dogs but they were attached to the guards over the
political prisoners. Then you left Stalag VIIA at Moosburg and you
went to where?

A: T went to ITB.

Q: To IIB?

A: In Hammerstein.

Q: In Hammerstein. How was that? Were you on the railrocad long?
A: Yes,wemregrr;;tylmmg The only place I can remember, I
remember the bomb. They bambed Leipzig when we were there but
they didn't bamb the railroad yards. They put us in the railroad yard
first. And we were sitting in the cars on the siding there and they
had other cars pull in there from Russia I guess. They had a lot of
women on them. We were sitting there and the air raid sirens went off
ard they just left us there. The planes came over but they didn't
bomb that part of the city. They bambed away from us.

Q: They left you sitting in the railroad yards?

A: Yes. In the yards, yes. There was a whole bunch of people.

Q: How long was that trip?

A: I would say that had to be four or five days probably. I don't
really remember how long it was.

Q: Did you get any food in that period?
A: Yes, they would stop. Get into Germany they would stop and push
the door open and hand a bucket of samething in. Somebody would

divide it up. They'd cut up the bread and pass it around. Whatever
they had. It was generally just once a day though.

Q: Ilet's see, then from Stalag VIIA at Moosburg you went to
Hammerstein at IIB, right?

At Yes.
Q: Were you there long?
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A: Not very long. I estimate two weeks at the most. I was a
sergeant so they separated all the prisoners and corporals on up were
put~—~changed us~-moved us out, took us to IIIB and kept the privates
amd private first class and sent them out on what they called
comandos, worked on farms commandos or mine commandos or whatever
they had. I don't know. I never stayed there long encucgh to know. I
went down to IIIB there the first of Jamuary 1944.

Q: Yes. Speaking of your work details, ocur camp was--work details

went out-~-but theay didn't distinquish~-tse were enlisted men of all
ranks.

A: They worked everybody?
Q: VYes.
A: Food details but that's all.

Q: Then you went from Hammerstein at Stalag IIB you went to IIIB at
Furstenbury, is that right?

A: Yes.

Q: And that's on the Oder River?

A: On the Oder River.

Q: You arrived there on Jamuary 19, 1944.
A: Yes, January 1944.

Q: And you say it was a well organized camp with about 4,000
Americans.

A: We had a representative, they called him a confidence man and your
interpreter. They had a theater there and a library, athletic
equipment and we got the Red Cross parcels every week. And it was
well organized, Camp IIIB. The cleanliness wasn't any good. You had
cutside toilet facilities and we got a shower once every three months
and we got deloused. So we had lice and fleas and things like that in
the barracks. Until I got the blanket we slept on a German blanket,
one that's made out of wood fibers. You ever see them?

Q: Well, I don't know.
A: Like splinters in them, If they gave us cnhe.

Q: I remember scme blankets but T don't remember seeing they were
made out of wocd.

A: Well, they had like splinters in them. The Americans sent over
some overcoats and blankets through the Red Cross. I got a blanket.

Q: To go back, you mentioned a confidence man. Did you elect your
own confidence man or had he been there?

























Loren "Ted" Shuey 15

could just sit, that's all. There was a low ceiling and so many
pecple there in the wintertime of course but you could sweat all night
with your clothes on.

Q: Any men not able to make the trip that you know of?

A: Yes, in the back they said the Germans had shot scme back there
for falling ocut. But I was kept up in front. I stayed up there where
I could keep up front.,

Q: And they took you over to a town called ILukerwalde where Stalag
ITIA was?

A: Yes,
Q: How was that camp?

A: That camp was very bad because at that time the war was oozing
down, winding down. We slept in circus tents on straw and we got very
little~-no Red Cross parcels. And they used to measure--if you'll
remember they get that little liver-pattie can in a parcel about as
big around as one of those little Contidina paste cans. That was a
measure for your soup for the day. And you got that one and you got a
slice of bread and a square of margarine and a spoonful of sugar.

Q: That was your daily ration?

A: That was our daily ration.

Q: This was after you got to Iukerwalde, Stalag ITIA right?
A: Yes. That's what we lived on.

Q: How about the rations on that seven day trip?

A: One time they had a German truck come up and feed us. Another
timtheypassedmtcansofdmeesewhichtheGemanseat, sort of a
stinky cheese. Mostly we got rations about once a day from some
source or other. I know we ate ocut of German field kitchens about
twice which was pretty good because they gave us stew.

Q: Were you able to save any food and reserve it knowing you're going
to Ll L [ ]

A: No. They didn't let you. They tried to confiscate everything.

But of course when you went you tock whatever you had left, But the
Germans they would get out the Red Cross parcels. They had a German
with a bayonet would punch a hole in the can and so you couldn't store
it up, so it would spoil if you did, so we never did that. That was a
whole year they done that.

Q: Now at ILukernwalde had you got there about February you think,
19457





































