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Thismnuscxiptisthsproductof a t a p r e c o r d e d i n t e r v i e w ~  
by Glenn fQlisa for the Oral History Office m May 6 ,  1986. Lhda Jett 
lxanscx- the taps  and Glenn KniM edited the -ipt. Mr. 
Shwy w i d  the tmmxipt. 

Loren tWtt ShuBIy jam the Third Infantry Division m July 26, 1940. 
QI Nav- 8, 1942, he larrdad in North ard tonk part h the 
Allied victory at ~ 1 ~ .  Africa he took part in the 
Imrasion of Sicily where he was and eanwd a -1e heart. 
Ted then fought in Italy where he WIS captured while at- to 
b r i q   uppl plies to his ctnmMnd post Casino. Mr. Shuey t a l k  of 
conditirms in the German PClW camps where he was held, He also tam 
crpanly of his struggle with the emtianal strain of the -imce. 

Glenn Xniss w a s  born in M o m ,  Illinois and has been a native of 
Springeield since 1940. He was an infantryman in the U.S. Amry in 
World W a r  11, and has three campaign stars to his adit for battles 
in Norn~andy, Northem FYance, and the Rhineld. He was also awarded 
the Emme Start and the Medal for Liberation of Metz, France. 

He, too, was a prisoner of war, and was selected by his fellcrw 
pr- to be a barracks drief in Stalag IIA. He is a past 

of the Sprirqfield Area Ckzapter of American Ex F%isoners of 
War. He is also their historian. 

Readers of the oral history lrverrroir should bear in mind that it is a 
transcript of the spokan word, and that the interviewer, narrator and 
editor BClLaght to preserve the informal, cmwersational style that i a  
inherent in su& historid scrurces. Sangamon State University is not 
responsible for the factual accuracy of the mir, nor for views 
e@r&ssed therein; these are for the reader to judge. 

9ke marmscript may be read, quoted & cited freely. It may not be 
repmimed in whole or in part by any means, electrmic or mechanical, 
w i t h a a t  p m i s ~ i m  in writing Erran the Oral History Office, Satqmn 
S t a t e  Uhi.var~ity, Sprirrsfidd, Illhis 62794-9243. 



Loren IITedl* Shuey, B y  6, 1986, Sprirsfield, Illinois. 

Q: T e a i s w z e o f t . h e ~ o f t h e ~ ~ i e l d & w i ~ ~ m e r i c a n  
Fx Prismem of War and this is me of oral histories that we 
are going to do the progrzun title of PrisoneY. of Wax F%priences 
inWorLdWarI1. Ted, l e t ~ s s t a r t b y y m t e l l ~ m e h m y a u g o t  in 
the sawice & when you got in the service and what your outfits 
were. 

A: I joined .the amry an July 26, 1940 and entered the Thirtieth 
Infantry ~~ of the T h i r d  Infantry ~ivision a t  ~residio, of San 

A: The camp was in the Presidio, at San Frmm=isco, California, right 
in the city, right llnder the  cold^ Gate Bridge. We had m e r  
gmwd what they called Ord at that t h  but they later made it 
into a p m m m t  military installatim ard it was called Fort Ord. 
Our regular amp was Fort Lewis Washington, it w a s  our divieicm 
station. Arrd we wmt on mafleuvers at Fort -is, W m .  We were 
on x m a v e ~ ~  at  Fort Ord. We were really trained as e i a n  t rap 
at the time. 

Q: An e i o u  unit attached to  an infantry division? 

A: We wrare a l l  arrgshiblan. The whole division was BT[e3hibian. 

Q: Oh, this was an zu@bicftts division. I didn't )oncrw they had such 
w. 
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A: Yes, The First and 'lhird Divisions in pacetime - all 
anphibiou~1. We wer@ trained for that in 1940 and 1941. We trained 
before the war stnrtad. 

A: W1, after the war braks out we m e d  wer to the East Coast tm 
Canrp Pickett, VjYginia ard trained as e i a n  there and then we 
boarded ship on October 27, 1942 ard we landed in Fedalia, Morocco on 
N o w m k c  8, 1942 d took C2lsablma. 

A: Yes. F h t  got into c a h t  NCN- 8, 1942. And they kept us 
there-q battalion out of the rqht was b p t  there. The rest of 
the d,hisim was sent up into the A U a s  Mountains cloae to Algeria for 
guard duty, against Spanish Morocco. And we were picked as honor 
guard for the Casablanca conference when w e l t  and Chumhill mat 

J2mnry 8-23, 1943. I was a guard on the front door of the villa 
of &mml dharles De Gualle and General. H e m i  ~ i raud .  

A: Well, I h a d t o m a k e a r e p o r t o n a n i n c i d e r Y t i n t h e ~  
cmpund. O n e o P t h e F r e n c h o f f i a e r s c a m e o u t a r d b u r n e d a ~ o f  
papers in the yard and we reported him. And the CID came dam and 
imrer~tigated it. They &led me into the C.P. to malce a report on 
what we thought it was. Whether it m s  sabotage or w h a t  he was trying 
to do. A f t e r  that, after the was  aver, t h e y m e d  us to 
Algeria, right outside Oran, a place called Arzew. And my camp2my and 
anuthx t2cmpmy out of the regiment was rnade school for fifth 
army jlrnrztsion training csnter. We did all types of training and 
training tzPclps inparts of imphibias warfare. And I was there unt i l  
after Kasserh Pass W m  the m i c a n s  F b t  Divisian d N i n t h  
Divieiion eurd -fcrurth Division 
mc+vdusupto =?EL i a , d m w m t  E the line in Mird 

P = w ~ l - u p a r d t h e y  

the 'Ihirty-faurth Division an Hill 609. And then we mwed by them and 
we toak a twn call& l"erryvil1e in the Tunisian Campaign. 

Q: Hcrw would that be spelled? 

A: F-E-R-R-Y-V-I-GLrE. And that was the end of the an'paign. The 
Germans surrendered there. So then we went back t o  Algeria and more 
e i c r u s  training, to get ready for the invasion of Sicily. We 
traM for that ard we boarded landing craft in ~izerte, Tunisia and 



A: We larded a l l  lardhq cxaft. I landsd in Africa on the LCA1s, 
that Is a mall lznnding craft, d we landed in Sicily in LC1 Is, We 
fought that ceunpaign and we gut the credit for taking the mssina, 
mdhg the campaign. And thAn they @led us back and we went into a 
stag- area and by that t h  the Thirty-sixth Divisicm and 
Few-fifth Division had landed a t  Salerno. And they were getting 
pretty shot up. So they -us h t m  Salerno and we went in there D 
plus 9 and we 1W rn K!I1s on the beach that was still under 
artillary fire fmn the Gemms. And we attslcked right fram the beach 
mdwetmkatQwnofAr=amo. 

Q: H w l s  that spelled? 

A: A-C-E-R-N-O. Ard then V E i  just kept fighting & Up, taldng 
varims tams. We made the crossing of the Volkuno River was a 
pretQ rmgh mossitq. That was a t  Flormicola. Then we m e d  right up 
into the CasElJno area and we fought at  PietraMirano, pretty bad, 

cm hills. We mared in ard  my battalion took a hil l  called R. 
Rutmhwhichwas actually insideof theGerman lines. Sowhmwe 
toak it m had Germans on three sides of us. 2 h l  m got the 
Presidential Unit citation for t&dq that hill .  It was while on that 
hill, after we had been there about five days, that I w a s  
cumodmtim sergeant. We could get: supplies only at night because 
~ ~ c a u l d ~ l u s a n d s h o a t u s h d q l i ~ t s o w e w e n t d c r w n a t  
night. Weld baan repelling quite a few cwu lkc  attacks, an3 the 
outfit was tired. I was cxmmicatim sergeant and so I volunteered 
to go dam the hi l l  and get supplies that night. I took fiftean men 
dcrwnthehi11togetsuppliesandbrhgthembackup. W e g o t  our 
supplies 2wl started back up. Well, of course our flanks were kind of 
hanging 6ut in the air. 'Il'le Germans mne in on the side and m t l s  
whenIgotcaphm!d.  

A: That's what I sbrted to say, that when we c~wrs amhg hck up the 
hill. . . . 
Q: Oh yes. 

A: weranhta~t -heGemrans .  TherewasWccorrpanies. I w e r s i n T  
cmnpwrryanclwewereleadingthegroupupthehillbut i t w a s  just--we 
had w e d  up the hill and the brush was thick. When the shell- was 



mthereitbmmedwtpatches. Wehadjust~edduwnintooneof 
than apen stre-es, and the Gemans came in Erean all sides of us. 
Well, K cmpny and L ccanpsuryls m e n b i . r q h ~  supplies were  back in the 
bruah yet and they rzln off back down the hill, but the m with me 
wereoutintheopen. Wedr=oyspeddanlnandstart&shwtingandthe 
Genmm were all arrxmd. We just had to give up. 

A: Yes, it was a full -. 
Q: Did haw any type of a r r m r  w i t h  them. 

A: No, it was strictly an inpantry ptrol. They had a lot of 
autcanatic w e a m .  

Q: Anli evidmtly there British troops around there and Scotch. 

A: There were-- aur left flank was the British 5th Corps and we 
were alwa in contact w i t h  them, The Third Division was always in 
contact w X" th the Fkitish 5th Corps. Whan I gat into the prison carrrp 
of course we were h h m h g l e d  with the British, so I was with the 
Eritish all the way up to Germany. 

A: Yes, that was behind Casino. It's a tuwn behind Casino where they 
collecztd the prisoners for shim to G a r m y .  I mrerbr the town 
because there waa no people in it at all. Just the Germans -ing 
the tc rwnand theywedthebu i l~ tokeep thepr i smers in .  Wzt 
it's jW like all rear echelm arets they mlt c m h t  soldiem BO 
they treated us prew ratten, But i f  you're up w i t h  the front 
division and c a m  they treat ycru good because they recognize you 
asasamkIndof a m a s t h e m .  

stuff. 

Q: Did ycru get: mtened?  

A: The anly thing they threa- us with, that I I: of, they said, 
'We wmlt let yaur name out to the Rsd Cmes that yaulre a prisoner of 
war.'1 So they didn't really -ten us bad. I lacrw other guys I 
talkedtoinprisoncanp, theymuldtakemeoutthebackdooranda 
gun ahot U d  go off anl then came b a a  in am3 interrogate the W 





Q: That's urnz&ual. I don't arry of thm. 

A: That's the only place I saw them, was there. 

Q: I saw lots of dogs but they were atta&ed to the guards aver the 
p o l i t i d  prisoners. Then you left W a g  VIIA at M m s b u y  and you 
wlenttowhere? 

A: I mt to IIB. 

a: To IIB? 

A: Y e s ,  we - l q .  me only place I can lmlmbrf I 

they didn't barb the railroad yards. They put us in the railroad yard 
fht. Andweweresitt inginthemonthesidingtherreandthey 
h a d o t h e r c a r s p e z l l i n t h a r e f r a m ~ i a 1 ~ .  Theyhadalotof 
wanen on them. We were sitting there and the air raid sirens went off 
ad they just left us there. The planes cane aver but they didn't 
bat& that part of the city. They bcanbed away E m  us. 

Q: Thy left you sitting in the railroad yards? 

A: Y e s .  Jn the yards, yes. There was a whole bunch of people. 

Q: Hrrw 1- was that trip? 

Q:   id y w  get any food in that pried? 

A: Yes, they would stap. G& into Germany they would stop and pu& 
the door opn iand a bucket of ' h. Scanebodywould 
aivih it up. cut up tha bd-pass it itm mtever: 
they had. It was qmemlly just ome a day th-. 

Q: Letts see, then fmm StaLag V I I A  at MnoabuYg you w m t  to 
Hmmm&dn at IIB, right? 

A: Yes. 

Q: were yau there long? 
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A: N o t  very 1 9 .  I estimate ttJo weeks at the m t ,  I w a s  a 
-cant so they sreparated all the prisoners and corporals on up were 
put-d-mqed us--mnred us cut, took us to IIIB and lept the privates 
and private first class and sent them out on what they called 
ccammke, WOrM on faxms ccanmandos or lnins Golmmld06 or whatever 
they had. I don't h a w .  I nwer stayed thexe long encugh to W. I 
went dam to IIIB there ths f h t  of Jarmazy 1944. 

Q: Yes. 

A: Foad mils but that Is all. 

Q: Then yau went from Harmerstein at Stdag IIB you went to I I I B  at 
nlmhhrg, is that right? 

A: Yes. 

A: On the Oder Rim. 

Q: Ycsl arrived there m January 19, 1944. 

A: We had a TEp3lresantative, they called him a confidence man a d  yrxlr 
interpmtar. They had a thsater them and a library, athletic 
e q U i ~ a n d w e q 0 t : t h e R e d ~ r o s s ~ ~ ~ ~ .  A n d i t w a s  
well organized, C8np IIIB. The cleanliness any good. You had 
outside toilet facilities and k~ qot a shww once wery three n m t b  
and we got deloused. So we had llce ani f l w  and things like that in 
the k m u b .  Urr t i l  I gat the blanket we slept on a German blanket, 
ane a t l s  made cut of & fibers* Y w  ever see thm? 

Q: Well, I don't m. 

Q: I reWakc scrme blankets but I donlt remarbw seeing they w e r e  
made out of wood. 

A: Well, they had l h  splinters in thRm. The Amricans sent over 
~ ~ t s a n d b l a n k e t s t h m q h t h e R s d C t r o s s .  Igotablanket .  

Q: To go back, you mtid  a confideme man, Did yau elect your 
am nrvl or bad he been there? 








































