
Preface 

This  manuscript i s  t h e  product of a t ape  recorded in t e rv i ew conducted 
by Kay MacLean f o r  t h e  Oral His tory  Off ice  i n  February 1975. Paula 
Bergschneider t r ansc r ibed  t h e  t apes  and Kay MacLean e d i t e d  t h e  
t r a n s c r i p t .  

Mary Shepherd was born i n  Sp r ing f i e ld ,  I l l i n o i s  i n  1877.  A t  t h e  
time of t h i s  i n t e rv i ew she  was 97 yea r s  o l d  and had been a l i f e - long  
r e s i d e n t  of Sp r ing f i e ld .  I n  t h i s  in te rv iew,  she r e c a l l s  much of t h e  
day-to-day l i v i n g  i n  turn-of-the-century Spr ing f i e ld .  Included a r e  
her  thoughts  and impressions concerning t h e  depression and t h e  
Spr ing f i e ld  Race Rio t .  

Miss Shepherd w a s  employed by Frankl in  L i f e  Insurance Company f o r  
many years  and even tua l ly  r e t i r e d  from t h e r e .  . . 

Readers of t h e  o r a l  h i s t o r y  memoir should bear  i n  mind t h a t  i t  i s  a 
t r a n s c r i p t  of the  spoken word, and t h a t  t h e  in te rv iewer ,  n a r r a t o r  
and e d i t o r  sought t o  preserve  t h e  informal ,  conversa t iona l  s t y l e  
t h a t  is  inhe ren t  i n  such h i s t o r i c a l  sources.  Sangamon S t a t e  Univers i ty  
i s  not  respons ib le  f o r  t h e  f a c t u a l  accuracy of t h e  memoir, nor f o r  views 
expressed t h e r e i n ;  t h e s e  a r e  f o r  t h e  reader  t o  judge. 

The manuscript may be read ,  quoted and c i t e d  f r e e l y .  It may not  be  
reproduced i n  whole o r  i n  p a r t  by any means, e l e c t r o n i c  o r  mechanical,  
without  permission i n  w r i t i n g  from t h e  Oral His tory  Off ice ,  Sangamon 
S t a t e  Uniuers i ty ,  Sp r ing f i e ld ,  I l l i n o i s ,  62708. 
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Mary Shepherd, February, 1975, Sp r ing f i e ld ,  I l l i n o i s .  

Kay MacLean, In te rv iewer .  

Q: M i s s  Shepherd, can you t e l l  m e  when and where you w e r e  born? 

A: Spr ing f i e ld ,  I l l i n o i s ,  September 7 ,  1877. 

Q: Have you l i v e d  i n  Sp r ing f i e ld  a l l  your l i f e ?  

A: A l l  my l i f e .  

Q: Where have you l i v e d ?  

A: I c a n ' t  remember t h e  number of t h e  house on West J e f f e r s o n  S t r e e t .  
I t h i n k  i t  w a s  t h e  two hundred b lock  o r  t h e  one hundred block,  I don ' t  
remember. And t hen  I l i v e d  a t  530 South Walnut and a t  829 South Walnut. 
That was where I went out  t o  l i v e  w i t h  my s i s t e r .  

Q: How long d i d  your family l i v e  a t  t h e  J e f f e r s o n  S t r e e t  add res s?  

A: Well, w e  l i v e d  t h e r e  u n t i l  A l i ce  w a s  marr ied,  and I c a n ' t  remember 
bu t  t h a t  was a long t i m e  ago. A long t ime ago! I cou ldn ' t  t e l l  you t h e  
date. ~ e t ' s  see, I t h i n k  i t ' s  c l o s e  t o  f i f t y  yea r s .  

Q: You l i v e d  i n  t h a t  house about f i f t y  yea r s?  

A: Well, f o r t y  yea r s  anyway. I ' m  s u r e  of t h a t  because I t h i n k  Mary w a s  
born--she was born a t  t h e  h o s p i t a l ,  she  wasn't  born a t  t h e  house--but I 
t h i n k  t h a t  w a s  a t  least f o r t y  yea r s  ago. Forty y e a r s  we l i v e d  t h e r  
anyway. I l i v e d  then  on 530 South Walnut t e n  o r  twelve years ,  and y 
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mother d ied  t h e r e ;  and then  I moved down wi th  my s i s t e r  a t  829 South 

Q: So, you grew up i n  t h a t  a r e a  on West J e f f e r s o n ?  

A: I grew up i n  t h a t  a r ea ,  yes.  Well, p r e t t y  n e a r l y ,  yes.  We were . 

p r e t t y  young; I can't remember j u s t  how young. But most of t h e  yea r s  
I remember were t h e  o t h e r  two houses; b u t  of course ,  w e  were much eider. 

Q: What do you remember about your house on West J e f f e r s o n ?  Do you 
<+ remember what i t  looked l i k e ?  

A: Y e s ,  i t  w a s  a b r i c k  house, a s o l i d  l i t t l e  house; wasn't  anythin$ of 
a mansion, had a n i c e  b i g  l i v i n g  room and a b i g  s i t t i n g  room and a l a r g e  
k i t chen  and three bedrooms u p s t a i r s .  I suppose when my f a t h e r  bought it 
t h e r e  was no bathroom, b u t c h ~ y p u t  one i n  u p s t a i r s ,  a funny l i t t l e  one. 
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That ' s  a l l  I remember about  t h e  house, bu t  i t  was a we l l -bu i l t  hous 
It was one of t h e  f i r s t  ones around t h e r e ,  so  f a r  a s  I can remember 
of course ,  t h a t  w a s a n o l d  p a r t  of town you must remember. It w a s  o 
of t h e  o l d e s t  s e c t i o n s  and p r e t t y  c e n t r a l  then.  Now, of course ,  i t  
no t .  

Q: You say  your f a t h e r  had i t  b u i l t ?  

A: No, he  d i d n ' t  have i t  b u i l t .  

Q: He bought i t ,  so  i t  w a s a n o l d e r  home? 

A: It w a s  a l r e a d y  b u i l t ,  ye s ,  bu t  he had remodeled i t  some. 

Q: Did i t  have a yard and t r e e s ?  

A: Yes, oh, i t  had a love ly  yard.  I t h i n k  about f i f t y  o r  s i x t y  f e e t ;  
I c a n ' t  remember, I would say  f i f t y  f e e t .  And w e  j u s t  had a n i c e  porch 
on t h e  f r o n t  and we  had porch s e a t s  and rocking c h a i r s  and watched t h e  
t r a f f i c  go by. The back yard w a s  t h e  joy, though. We had a g r e a t  b i g  
grape a r b o r  and a long b r i c k  walk t h a t l e d  from t h e  back of t h e  house c l e a r  
down to theo ld -Eash ioned  a l l e y .  A n d i n t h a t  s i d e  of t h e  yard we had a huge 
oak t r e e ,  a g r e a t  b i g  one; and w e  had a swing w i t h  rope way up t h e r e ,  and 
I never  fo rgo t  t h e  board s e a t .  Everybody used i t  so  much; it w a s  so s t rong ,  
everybody wanted t o  swing i n  i t  and i t w a s  j u s t  po l i shed  l i k e  g l a s s .  Then 
on t h a t  s i d e ,  my mother w a s  p r e t t y  much of a gardener ,  and she  always had 
a little garden. I remember she  had gooseberry bushes and how I ha ted  t o  
p i ck  them. 

Q: Was t h a t  your job a s  a c h i l d ?  

A: Oh, i t  was anybody's job t h a t  she  could g e t  t o  do i t .  I can remember 
looking ou t  t h e  k i t chen  door,  way o u t  t o  what would be  t h e  a l l e y ,  and i t  
w a s  so p r e t t y  some mornings. She had put  ou t  po r tu l aca  and she  d i d n ' t  
le t  it g e t  ve ry  h igh ,  and it looked l i k e  j u s t  a pa th  of blossoms; you 
know how they  grow up r ed  and blue.  So i t  was a p r e t t y  walk. It wasn't  
a p r e t t y  house, p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  b u t  i t  was s o l i d .  Never had water  i n  i t ,  
never broke down u n t i l  it w a s  pu l l ed  down f o r  mercan t i l e  purposes.  We 
so ld  i t .  

Q: What's t h e r e  now, do you know? 

A: Well, I don ' t  know what ' s  t h e r e  now. I t 's  changed t h r e e  o r  fou r  
t i m e s .  Ik r e a l l y  cou ldn ' t  t e l l  you, t h e r e ' s  been so  many changes. 
From Second S t r e e t  ou t  i t ' s  j u s t  completely changed, you know, from when 
I l i v e d  the re .  And I don ' t  remember much a f t e r  t h a t  u n t i l  a f t e r  my 
f a t h e r ' s  dea th ,  when w e  l i v e d  t h e r e  and Al i ce  marr ied.  Then I bought 
t h a t  house a c r o s s  t h e  street from t h e  church. That was a love ly  house. 

Q: From which church? 

A: Westminster [P re sby te r i an  Church], j u s t  o v e r t h a t  l i t t l e  s h o r t  a l l e y  
t h a t  goes i n  o f f  of Walnut S t r e e t .  And I wish I hadn' t  so ld  it .  

Q: Is t h i s  829 South Walnut? 
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A: No, t h a t ' s  530 South Walnut. 

Q: Oh, t h a t  w a s  t h e  one t h a t  w a s  a c r o s s  t h e  s t r e e t  from t h e  church. 

A: That ' s  t h e  one t h a t  my mother and I l i v e d  i n  and I th ink .  . . . 
No, Al i ce  wasn't  l i v i n g  wi th  us.  She marr ied and he r  husband b u i l t  
t h a t  g r e a t  b i g  house a t  829 South Walnut, which i s  j u s t  south of Lawrence 
Avenue on t h e  w e s t  s i d e  of t h e  street. Oh, i t  was one of t h e  p r e t t i e s t  
houses t h a t  I have ever been i n .  It had some of t h e  most b e a u t i f u l  rooms 
i n  i t .  She was m a r r i e d i n  that house, Mary was. 

Q: You mentioned t h e  grape a rbo r  i n  your back yard.  Can you t e l l  m e  
what t h a t  looked l i k e ?  

A: Well, I c a n ' t  remember much about t h e  grape a rbo r .  I do remember 
t h e r e  on t h e  w e s t  s i d e  of t h e  l o t  t h e r e  were some ho r se rad i sh  bushee; 
and every sp r ing ,  o r  whenever you d i g  t h e  r o o t s ,  my mother had somebody 
d i g  up r o o t s .  And i t  was a  t e r r i b l e  t i m e  g e t t i n g  i t  gra ted  because i n  
t hose  days you d i d n ' t  have a l l  t h e  f i n e  g r a t e r s  t h a t  you have today; 
you j u s t  had t o  g r a t e  t h i s  with--and ho r se rad i sh ,  a t  f i r s t  i t ' s  dark,  
and then  you g e t  down and i t ' s  a  g ray i sh  white .  And we all had t o  t a k e  
a  l i t t l e  t u r n  a t  g r a t i n g  t h e  ho r se rad i sh  because we l i k e d  horseradish ;  
and i t  was genuine s t u f f .  

Q: Is i t  a hard  r o o t ?  

A: Yes, a ha rd  r o o t .  

Q: Harder than a pota to?  

Aa W e l l ,  I ' v e  never seen  it f o r  years .  The l a s t  I eve r  saw of ho r se rad i sh  
w a s  d r i v i n g  t o  S t .  Louis  yea r s  ago w i t h  Al ice  and we passed a  b i g  t r u c k  and 
i t  w a s  l abe l ed  t h a t  they  had ho r se rad i sh  r o o t ;  and they were sh ippiag  b a r r e l s  
of t h a t  r o o t ,  I suppose, t o  some f a c t o r i e s  t h a t  made i t  i n t o  t h e  b o t t l e d  
ho r se rad i sh  t h a t  w e  buy today, a l though it wouldn" be as hot  [ a s  t b e  home- 
made kind] .  

Q: How did  you make i t  a f t e r  you g ra t ed  i t ?  

A: Well, I never  made i t ,  bu t  I know i t  had v inegar  and I suppose some 
sp ice .  It was t e r r i b l y  ho t  i f  you d i d n ' t  d i l u t e  i t .  Now, what we buy 
today i s  q u i t e  d i l u t e d  t o  what I remember. My memory i s  no t  always a l l  
r i g h t ,  but I know it  w a s  t e r r i b l y  h o t ,  and we a l l  ha t ed  t o  g r a t e  t h e  
horseradish .  And we j u s t  g ra t ed  enough f o r  t h e  family.  

Q: Did i t  make you c r y  l i k e  onions? 

A: Yes, i t  would b r ing  t e a r s  t o  your eyes.  And I remember gooseberry 
bushes,  t h e  great b i g  gooseber r ies  and t h e  l i t t l e  ones. She had two k inds  
i n  t h e  w e s t  s i d e  of t h e  yard.  

Q: I d i d n ' t  know t h e r e  were two d i f f e r e n t  k inds .  Did they  have d i f f e r e n t  
uses?  
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A: I ' v e  never seen any of t hose  b i g  gooseber r ies  f o r  many a yea r ,  h u t  
they  were awful ly good. 

Q: What d id  you do w i t h  t h e  gooseber r ies?  

A: Oh, you make d e l i c i o u s  p re se rves  ou t  of them, gooseberry preserves .  
But i t  took b a r r e l s  of sugar  because they  were p r e t t y  sour .  

Q: What d id  you u s e  when you picked them, t o  p u t  them i n t o ?  

A: Oh, j u s t  any pan t h a t  you were p ick ing  i n ,  and washed them o f f .  And 
where t h e  blossom was--on anyth ing  l i k e  t h a t ,  you know, anything t h a t  
grows l i k e  t h a t ,  t h e r e ' s  always a l i t t l e  round blossom and a stem a t  t h e  
o t h e r  side t h a t  ho lds  i t  on t h e  bush, a kind of roo t .  And i t  was p a r t  of 
ou r  job t o  ge t  t h a t  blossom o f f  and t h e  r o o t  o f f .  And then you cooked 
them and put  i n  p l en ty  and l o t s  of sugar! You had t o  u se  sugar  i n  t hose  
days, and season them up t h e  way you l i k e d  them, and they  were j u s t  
d e l i c i o u s .  My mother w a s  a f i n e  cook, and she never  looked a t  a coak- 
book; I never saw h e r  have a cookbook i n  h e r  hand. 

Q: What s p e c i f i c  t h i n g s  do you r e c a l l  t h a t  she  cooked? What were your 
f a v o r i t e  t h ings?  

A: Oh my, she  made so  many love ly  th ings !  She made what they  c a l l  gems. 
And I s t i l l  have t h a t  gem pan, a l i t t l e  pan t h a t  would make a kind of a 
h igh  gem, they  c a l l e d  them. And she  would make t h a t  from graham f l o u r  
and a l i t t l e  whi te  f l o u r ,  maybe. I don" know, I never made them. Then 
she  used t o  make, and I never f o r g o t ,  her  l i t t l e  cakes wi th  r a i s i n s  and a 
l i t t l e  b i t  of c i t r o n  and a l l  t h a t  i n  t h e  cake mixture,  and they  were baked 
i n  t h a t .  Oh, she  was a wonderful cook. 

Q: Were those  f o r  special occasions o r  were they  f o r  everyday? 

A: Oh, w e  j u s t  had--they were everyday. 

Q: Ins tead  of bread,  o r  f o r  d e s s e r t ,  which? 

A: Oh, no. She j u s t  made them because w e  l i k e d  them and w e  had p len ty .  
Oh, she  w a s  a wonderful bread maker. 

Q: So you would have them i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  bread;  they  would be a snack? 

A: Oh, yes ,  w e  could have them whenever w e  wanted them; i f  we n e e d y  
them, they  were always t h e r e .  

Q: Where d i d  she  keep them? 
1; 

A: We had a b i g  f l o u r  b i n  t h a t  1 t h i n k  they  s a i d  my grandfa ther  m a d e .  
I don ' t  t h i n k  he made t h a t  i n  England; I t h i n k  he  made i t  when he came 
over  here .  I never heard,  bu t  I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  he  d id  because t h a t ' s  
what he was, a cabinetmaker. And he made my mother a b i n ,  and I gave 
i t  away a few y e a r s  ago--it was i n  my house--and I wished many a day T 
had saved it. It was f i n e .  I don ' t  know whatchewood was, bu t  i t  was 
good wood, b l ack ,  and i t  always looked so f r e s h .  It was t h a t  long and 
i t  stood'  t h a t  high.  
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Q: Two o r  t h r e e  f e e t  long,  and two o r  t h r e e  f e e t  h igh?  

A: Oh, yes .  And then  i f  you were making bread wi th  t h e  breadboard 
came ou t  on r o l l e r s  and i t  w a s  f i x e d  so i t  d i d n ' t  p u l l  ou t .  And un er -  4 it 
neath-- that  t h e r e  was two cupboards, and i n  one cupboard she could p y t  a 
fifty-pound sack of f l o u r ;  so  she always had h e r  f l o u r  and h e r  pans:and 
h e r  r o l l i n g  p i n  and every th ing  i n  t h a t  one cab ine t .  

Q: It was l i k e  a s e p a r a t e  p i ece  of f u r n i t u r e ?  

A: It w a s  a s e p a r a t e  p i ece  of f u r n i t u r e .  Then there w a s  a love ly  l i d  
t h a t  came down, and I t h i n k  she  had o i l c l o t h  on t h a t  because she  was 
always washing i t  o f f ,  you know, andyoucou ld  b a r e l y  t e l l  on it. Oh, 
1 ' v e  o f t e n  t h o u g k o f  it. I don' t  know who I gave i t  t o  even. ~ ' v e  had 
a l o t  of t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t  t h a t  I don ' t  know where they  have gone. I 
thought ,  "Well, w e  never u se  them. They have some u s e  [ f o r  them]; I ' l l  
j u s t  g ive  them t o  them." I never  was any good a t  s e l l i n g  anything,  n o t  
a b i t .  ( l augh te r )  

Q: Did t h e  f l o u r  come i n  . . . 
A: I n  t hose  days i t  cameAircloth bags, and I never remember anyth ing  
but  a fifty-pound one. Now, I know they  must have had sma l l e r ;  bu t  she 
had--she thought she  had a family. ( laughs)  She had t h e  t h r e e  of u s  
and my f a t h e r  and h e r s e l f ;  and then  w e  had a good many family connect ions 
and they  were always coming. That was i n  t h e  e r a  of when t h e  f a m i l i e s  

" were always v i s i t i n g  each o the r .  

Q: L e t ' s  t a l k  about your family.  You've mentioned someone named Al ice .  
Who i s  Al ice?  

A: Al ice  is my twin sister. 

Q: Your twin s i s t e r ?  

A: She d ied  he re  i n  J u l y  of last  yeas.  

Q: A t  t h e  Dirksen House? 

A: Yes, of d i abe t e s .  And she  was r e a l l y  very a c t i v e .  She was awful ly 
p r e t t y .  I went down t o  church yes te rday  and w e  sang a hymn o r  t w o ;  and 
of course  I have no v o i c e  now, b u t  a t  one t ime I had a f a i r  one. It 
wasn ' t  o f f ens ive ,  t h a t ' s  a l l  I can say  f o r  i t .  But she  had a b e a u t i f u l  
c o n t r a l t o  voice .  And i t  brought t e a r s  t o  my eyes;  I thought you could 
almost hear  he r  voice.  W e  always walked a c r o s s  t h e  s t r e e t - - t h a t ' s  a l l  
we had t o  do, you know, from our  house on Walnut t o  go i n  t h e  door of 
t h e  church. And I can j u s t  s e e  h e r  today and hear  h e r  when w e  sang 
t oge the r .  And I thought ,  "Oh my, how many t h i n g s  have happened s i n c e  
then.  I' 

Q: What was it l i k e  t o  have been a twin? 

A: Oh, i t  was t h e  g r e a t e s t  joy t h a t  could come t o  anybody! We laohed 
exac t ly  alike! We used t o  go down and visit--my mother had a b ro the r  t h a t  
l i v e d  i n  the  southern  p a r t  of t h e  state and he was marr ied t o  a b ig .  g r e a t  
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b i g  German woman. She was a wonderful seamstress  and she  had a greqt  big 
b l u s t e r i n g  fami ly  and she  w a s  always sewing. They were a kind 05 a ihel ter-  
s k e l t e r  family,  ( laughs)  bu t  they  w e r e  awful ly n i c e  people. 

And she  would go t o  S t .  Louis--she sewed f o r  people,  too.  Her b r o t h e r  
was one of t h e  head phys ic ians  i n  S t .  Louis a t  t h a t  e r a  and she  used t o  
c a l l  him Uncle Doc. She always c a l l e d  him Uncle Doc. I never l a i d  eyes 
on him, bu t  she w a s  always t a l k i n g  about  Uncle Doc. She sewed f o r  people 
i n  t h e  l i t t l e  town t h a t  they  l i v e d  i n  and she sewed b e a u t i f u l l y .  15 she 'd  
see a th ing ,  she d i d n ' t  need t o  do much more than look a t  i t  and she  
could make i t  and it would f i t ,  and 
buy anything e l s e ;  

i t  had r e a l  q u a l i t y  because she d i d n ' t  

i n  S t .  Louis]  one day and w e  weren ' t  
how o l d  w e  were, bu t  w e  j u s t  loved to 
ch of d i c k i n g  boys and they  just 

We were walking along Olive S t r e e t  [ 
any b igger  than  t h a t .  I don ' t  know 
go v i s i t  Aunt Martha. She had a bat 
t e a sed  us, you know, and we'd have g r e a t  t i m e s .  

Well anyway, she would t a k e  u s  over  t o  S t .  Louis ,  and she  w a s  awful ly  
proud of us. We had such r ed  f a c e s  and such copper-colored h a i r  and we 
were e x a c t l y  a l i k e .  You k n o w , i n t h o s e  days-- that ' s  a hundred y e a r s  be fo re  
you would ever  t h i n k  of i t - - the  h o t e l s  i n  c i t i e s ,  they  had p o r t i c o s  t h a t  
went ou t  t o  t h e  s t r e e t ,  so if you want t o  go t o  your buggy t h e r e  was a 
p o r t i c o  from t h e  l i t t l e  h o t e l  so  you wouldn't  g e t  r a ined  on. 

Q: Clear  ou t  t o  t h e  s t r e e t ?  

A: Clear  ou t .  Most of them. Some of them d i d n ' t  have p o r t i c o s ,  bu t  a 
g r e a t  many of t h e  b i g  ones did--what t hey  c a l l e d  t h e  b i g  ones then ,  they  
wouldn't be very  b i g  now. 

And w e  were going along t h e r e ,  and oh, man, w e  w e r e  so set-up w i t h  being 
down i n  t h e  city--and I don ' t  t h i n k  w e  were more than  f i v e  o r  s i x  yea r s  
o l d ,  m a p h c  seven--and she  had one by one hand and one by t h e  o t h e r ,  and 
a s  w e  passed one of t h e s e  l i t t l e  h o t e l s  t h e r e  were a l o t  of men sit tfing 
t h e r e  smoking and t a l k i n g  l i k e  they  d i d  i n  t hose  days,  you know. And she  
heard one of them say, "I wonder what show they  a r e  with." ( l augh te r )  
And she never got  over  i t ,  and she  t o l d  us t h a t  and I never f o r g o t  i t .  
See, w e  were so  i d e n t i c a l  t h a t  one of them s a i d  t o  t h e  o t h e r  man, s a i d ,  
"I wonder w h a t  show they  are with." ( l augh te r )  Well, w e  weren't  w i t h  
any show; w e  never  aimed t o  be  showish. 

Q: What town i n  southern  I l l i n o i s  d id  your aun t  l i v e  i n ?  

A: Edwardsville;  a l i t t l e  ways o u t ,  bu t  i t  was c l o s e  t o  Edwardsville.  
They are a l l  dead and gone now. 

Q: Well, d id  you have any o t h e r  b r o t h e r s  o r  s i s t e r s ?  

A: I have a b ro the r .  Here. 

Q: A b r o t h e r  how o ld?  

A: Oh my, he looks  awful ly  bad. H e ' s  93. He was he re  yes te rday .  
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Q: He's a few yea r s  younger than  you a r e ?  

A: Yes, j u s t  a few. I ' m  97. This  i s t i t i aaanager  t h a t  comes i n  and 
a t  me every once i n  a whi le ,  t h i s  n i c e  looking chap. [Miss Shepher 
r e f e r s  t o  a conversa t ion  she  had wi th  t h e  manager of t h e  Dirksen Ho 
regard ing  h e r  age. Ed.] 1'11 be  98. Next September w i l l  be  t h e  b 
t h a t  people count on, bu t  a c t u a l l y ,  on t h e  7 t h  of March I w i l l  be  9 

Q: What i s  h i s  name? 

4 
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because I ' m  i n  my ninety-eighth year .   hat's p r e t t y  much of a record.  
And he  w i l l  be  i n  h i s  n ine ty- four th ,  I th ink ,  h i s  b i r thday  was i n  Ju ly .  

A: I t 's  an odd name. He  w a s  named a f t e r  a judge t h a t  was a f r i e n d  of 
my mother 's  be fo re  she  w a s  married. I-R-B-Y, I rby .  That ' s  t h e  whole 
family . 
Q: T e l l  m e  about your mother and f a t h e r .  

A: Well, t h e r e  i s n ' t  much t o  t e l l  about them. They were j u s t  n i c e ,  
p l a i n ,  k ind ly  people who tended t o  t h e i r  own bus ines s  and helped o t h e r s .  
H e  never made a fo r tune ,  and she kep t  a n i c e  house, sewed w e l l  t o  t h e  day 
of h e r  dea th  i n  t h a t  530 [South Walnut S t r e e t ]  house, 530 a c r o s s  from t h e  
church. She never  went anyplace much and she  d idn ' t  want t o .  She was 
what you would c a l l  a real homemaker. She j u s t  enjoyed everything about 
i t  and she could do most anything.  She'd g e t  p r e t t y  peeved a t  people 
t h a t  wouldn't t r y .  ( laughs)  

A l l  t h e  neighbors  around there--and t h e r e  were a good many he r  age ;  and 
n o t  on ly  h e r  age, bu t  t h e r e  was a couple back of us on . . . what 's  t h a t  
street, t h a t  l i t t l e  s h o r t  s t r e e t  back of Walnut? I l i v e d  on i t ,  now what 
i n  t h e  world. . . . Well anyway, i t ' s  t h a t  l i t t l e  s h o r t  s t r e e t  t h a t ' s  on 
Edwards and, oh, I c a n ' t  th ink .  I t ' s  two o r  t h r e e  blocks.  . . . 
Q: Tha t ' s  a l l  r i g h t .  

A: Where t h e  f i e l d  i s  on t h e  west s i d e .  The school  f i e l d .  And shq--what 
was I going t o  t e l l  you about h e r ?  Oh, I can s e e  t o  t h i s  day, I c a  j u s t  
see p l a i n  as day. Our l o t  t h e r e  on Walnut S t r e e t  t h e r e  was two hun red  
twenty o r  two hundred t h i r t y  f e e t  deep back t h i s  way and s i x t y  f e e t  9 t h i s  
way. And I can just see M r s .  Hopkins coming, opening t h e  g a t e  down i n  t h e  
a l l e y ;  and she  w a s  a p r e t t y  woman, t oo ,  and she 'd  have he r  bag o r  basket  
o r  something and she:d be  waggling up. And she 'd  come i n  and t h e  tqo  of 
them [would do fancy work]. 

I 

The two of them--she, Mrs. Hopkins and h e r  husband--stood up w i t h  my 
mother and father when they  were marr ied;  so they--well, we cou ldn ' t  say  
they  r a i s e d  t h e  c h i l d r e n  toge the r ,  bu t  w e  a l l  knew each o t h e r .  Andijust  
yes te rday  the  l a s t  descendant,  a g i r l ,  came i n  h e r e  t o  see me.  She !comes 
every once i n  a while, she  d i d n ' t  come t o  see m e  just t h i s  t ime, bun s h e ' s  
t h e  last one. Then t h e r e  were f i v e  o r  s i x  i n  t h a t  family.  I don ' t  know 
what they  a l l  d i ed  o f .  I t h i n k  M r s .  Hopkins was i n  bed a long time. I 
t h i n k  she  died of cancer;  I ' m  no t  s u r e  because w e  were p r e t t y  young, b u t  
we knew she  was i n  bed a long t i m e .  
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So a l l  those  t h i n g s ,  you know, and t h e r e  were o t h e r s  on t h e  o t h e r  sLde 
t h a t  they 'd  come i n .  Then we had one neighbor t h a t  was r e a l l y  quite( 
jea lous .  You know, some people don ' t  l i k e  t o  see o t h e r s  t h a t  o t h e r  j 
people seem t o  l i k e ,  and my mother was a woman t h a t  everybody l i ked .  
She never antagonized and she  d i d n ' t  crit icize--anyway if she  thought 
i t ,  she kept  it  t o  herself--and she  had a good sense  of humor. They 
would come and go i n ,  and I would come i n  and I would s e e  them i n  t k i r  
rocking c h a i r s  and they  were k n i t t i n g  o r  c rochet ing;  they were always 
making something. And I can hear  my mother say ,  "Oh, I ' m  so s o r r y  t h a t  
people don ' t  pu t  c rocheted  l a c e  on t h e i r  p i l l ow c a s e s  and underwear now. 
They don ' t  do i t  anymore." She j u s t  loved t o  make t h e  l ace .  

Q: Did she  k n i t  l a c e  o r  c roche t  i t?  

A: Oh, she  k n i t ,  c rocheted  and sewed. Oh, she sewed w e l l !  I n  l a t e r  
yea r s  when w e  grew up and 1 ' d  go down once i n  a wh i l e  and buy a d r e s s  
t h a t  I thought was a barga in ,  a good dress--Bressmerls used t o  have some 
marvelous buys. And whenever w e  saw t h a t ,  we would go down and r e g a r d l e s s  
of t h e  s i z e ,  why, we'd buy i t  i f  t h e m a t e r i a l  w a s  t h e r e  and t h e r e  was enough 
t o  renovate  it. And we'd b r i n g  i t  home and she  could tear t h a t  t h i n g  t o  
p ieces .  That w a s  i n  t h e  days when t h e  f i n e s t  of d r e s s e s  were seventy-f ive 
and e i g h t y  d o l l a r s .  She'd p i ck  them up maybe f o r  twenty d o l l a r s  o r  
something l i k e  t h a t  a n d b r i n g  them home, t e a r  them t o  pieces--limb from 
limb--and make them over  and they  j u s t  looked b e a u t i f u l .  And she was so 
d isgus ted  w i t h  m e  because I c a n ' t  sew.  And she 'd  say--then I might go 
down maybe and buy a d r e s s  f o r  myself t h a t  I admired--and she 'd  say ,  
" W e l l ,  cou ldn ' t  you see when you p u t  it on t h a t  i t ' s  a l l  wrong there?" 
 well,'^ s a i d ,  "I t o l d  t h e  woman t h a t  I thought i t  was a l i t t l e  long 

11 here." "Well. . . . she sa id .  I s a i d ,  "Well, every t ime I buy anything,  
you meet m e  a t  t h e  door w i th  t h e  r azo r  b l ade  and t h e  s c i s s o r s  ready t o  
p u l l  i t  t o  pieces."  And I ' m  gone t o  a hundred and I don ' t  [sew]. I don ' t  
s e e  any of them though--well, I t h i n k  they  know bu t  they  won't t a k e  t h e  
t r o u b l e ;  they  won't do i t  today. 

Q: What k inds  of t h i n g s  d i d  your mother do around t h e  house? You s a i d  
she  was such a good homemaker. What k inds  of t h i n g s  d i d  she do? 

A: We& every Saturday w e  c leaned  t h e  house . . . 
Q: We? Who i s  we? 

A: . . . from t o p  t o  bottom! Al i ce  and my mother and I. Every room got 
a m c h i n g  and a scrap ing  over  i t  once a week. That was when w e  c leaned 
house, and then t h e  rest of t h e  t ime w e  j u s t  kind of d i d  what w e  p l e  
went t o  school.  W e l l ,  t h a t  was j u s t  l i t t l e  t h i n g s  t h a t  every family 
That ' s  t h e  way they  a l l  grow up. 

Q: What kind of t o o l s  d id  you have t o  c l e a n  house wi th?  

A: J u s t  a broom, pan. Well, we d i d  have--the f i r s t  t h a t  I eve r  saw-a 
sweeper, you know, an  e l e c t r i c  sweeper and w e  used t h a t .  It was a p r e t t y  
home. It 's s t i l l  a p r e t t y  home. 1'm awful s o r r y  I so ld  t h a t  house 
because I so ld  i t  p r e t t y  cheap. 
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Q: Oh, t h i s w a s  t h e  house on Walnut S t r e e t .  i 
I 

A: Yes, a c r o s s  f r m  t h e  church. 1 

Q: When d i d  you move t o  t h a t  house on Walnut S t r e e t ?  You were ou t  of 
school  by then?  

A: Oh, yes .  Then w e  s o l d  t h a t ,  you know. Then I w a s  down a t  t h e  
Frankl in  L i f e  [ Insurance  Company] f o r  many yea r s ,  you know. 

Q: But when you l i v e d  on J e f f e r s o n ,  West J e f f e r s o n  . . . 
A: I d i d n k  do anything then  b u t  j u s t  go t o  school .  

Q: You were j u s t  a c h i l d  and went t o  school  then.  Do you remember 
anyth ing  a t  a l l  b e f o r e  you went t o  school? Do you have memories back 
t h a t  far  be fo re  you s t a r t e d  t o  school? 

A: No, I don ' t  t h i n k  so. I don ' t  t h i n k  so. I can remember some of my 
aun t s ,  who they  were, bu t  I never l i v e d  wi th  any of them; they  were o f t e n  
a t  t h e  house. 

Q: Do you remember family ga the r ings  a t  your house and t h e  k inds  of 
t h i n g s  you would do? 

A: Oh, yes.  I n  t h a t  f i r s t  house? Yes, we used t o  have l o t s  of d inne r s  
and we had r e a l  food i n  t hose  days. They a l l  l i k e d  t o  cook and they  a l l  
l i k e d  t o  e a t .  ( laughs)  

Q: Was i t  a custom t h a t  they  all would b r i n g  food when they  came t o  your 
house? 

A: Oh yea,  oh yes.  I t 's  j u s t  l i k e  w e  l i v e  today--somebody goes and has  
a luncheon, someone else has  something they  l i k e  and they  exchange r e c i p e s ,  
you know. I t ' s  j u s t  a n  o rd ina ry ,  simple l i f e .  But w e  never  had quarrelsome 
l i v e s  or  envious l i v e s  and t h a t ' s  a g r e a t  b l e s s i n g  i n  any family.  

And w e  went t o  Sunday School. Now, I don' t  t h i n k  w e  learned  very  much 
because I can remember our  Sunday School t eache r  w a s  Miss Al i ce  Conkling. 
Now, i n  your r eco rds  y o u ' l l  f i n d  a M r .  C l in ton  Conkling and he  wasoneof  
t h e  f i r s t  persons t h a t  I ever  remember i n  t h a t  church. He w a s  one of t h e  
b i g ,  f i r s t  e l d e r s .  H e  w a s  a t a l l  and t h i n  man, a lawyer,  one of the  l ead ing  
Spr ing f i e ld  lawyers.  And I know men t h a t  p r a c t i c e d  law went and got  a l l  
t h e i r  l a w  p r a c t i c e  s t a r t e d  w i t h  him. But I don' t  know where they  are now. 

I can remember, I t h i n k  M r .  Johnson [was t h e  m i n i s t e r ] .  I ' m  w ing  t o  a s k  
Mrs. Barge. [Mrs. Barge i s  t h e  w i f e  of t h e  present  m i n i s t e r  of t h e  
Westminster P re sby te r i an  Church. Ed.] She w a s  he re  t h e  o t h e r  day and 
s tayed  a n  hour and a h a l f i m t h a t  l i t t l e  squ in t ing  room and I s a i d ,  "Well, 
I ' m  s o r r y  1 don' t have a b igger  p lace .  " She s a i d ,  "Why?" "So I don ' t  
have t o  sit  on t h e  bed t o  l i s t e n  t o  you." So t h a t ' s  t h e  reason I moved. 
I j u s t  couldn ' t  s i t  i n  t h a t  corner  a l l  t h e  rest ai my l i f e  if I ' m  going t o  
s t a y  here .  So I p lan  t o  ask h e r ,  and I ' m  going t o  when I see M r .  Barge o r  
M r .  Fry,  i f  M r .  Johnson wasn't  t h e  min i s t e r .  I ' m  s u r e  he was, bu t  I might 
be  wrong, you know, once i n  a while .  But h e  bap t i zed  us .  
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Q: A t  which church were you bapt ized?  

A: It w a s  c a l l e d  t h e  Second P resby te r i an  Church then.  You see ,  we /had a 
F i r s t  [P re sby te r i an ]  Church. Then when w e  s t a r t e d  o u t  l i t t l e  one, they 
c a l l e d  i t  t h e  Second. And i t  had two p laces .  It s t a r t e d  i n  a house and 
then  they  built what I t h i n k  i s  one of t h e  f i n e s t  church audi tor iums t h a t  
I ' v e  ever  seen. 

Q: Where was t h e  house where i t  w a s  f i r s t ?  

A: W e l l ,  i t ' s  been gone yea r s  and years .  I don ' t  know j u s t  e x a c t l y  where 
i t  is ,  bu t  i t  w a s  a c r o s s  t h e  s t r e e t  on Fourth S t r e e t  where t h e  Second 
P resby te r i an  Church was b u i l t ;  and t h e  Second Presbyter ian ,  you know, w a s  
b u i l t  on t h e  co rne r  of Fourth and Monroe. I t ' s  j u s t  n o r t h  of Monroe. M r .  
Conkling marr ied some lady  who l i v e d  i n  t h a t  house--I t h i n k ,  b u t  I wouldn't 
want t h a t  noted because t h a t  may not  be t r u e .  I d i d n ' t  know him w e l l  
enough t o  know t h a t ,  but 1 t h i n k  I ' m  r i g h t .  

Then w e  had M r .  Johnson. H e  bap t i zed  us. Oh, then  we had M r .  Higley and 
M r .  Gunter and M r .  MacFadden, and who w a s  t h e  one t h a t  s tayed  wi th  us so 
long? I c a n ' t  remember names any more. Then we had t h a t  l ove ly  doc tor ,  
and then  we come on down t h e  road and we had D r .  Z i eg le r  and M r .  Barge and 
M r .  Fry. So you s e e  how many m i n i s t e r s  we have known and r e a l l y  known 
we l l ,  and they 've known us wel l .  We've never been very  a c t i v e .  1 never 
taught Sunday School c l a s s  o r  anything.  

M i s s  A l i ce  Conkling--that 's  what I s t a r t e d  t o  say--Mr. Conkling's sister, 
was one of t h e s e  a r i s t o c r a t i c  looking women, a very  charming woman; and 
when w e  would go t o  Sunday School, Sunday School was i n  one long room a t  
t h e  back of t h i s  b i g  church and t h e r e  were j u s t  c h a i r s .  

Q: Lined up around the  room? 

A: No, i n  rows. And then  we'd s i t  i n  t h e r e  and be fo re  t h e  s e r v i c e ,  why, 
she'd have h e r  c h a i r .  And then  they  had a l i t t l e  t i n y  organ,  and I know 
t h e  chap t h a t  played t h e  organ. 

Q: Who w a s  t h a t ?  

A: A1 GuesG,he used t o  b e  a g r e a t  f r i e n d  of o u r s  i n  l a t e r  years .  But 
he d ied  long, long ago. Then M i s s  A l i ce  Conkling s a i d ,  "Now w e ' l l  g e t  t o  
t h e  lesson."  She'd t u r n  h e r  c h a i r  around and we'd p u l l  ou r s  i n  around h e r  
Snd then  we'd have t h e s e  l e a f l e t s .  That ' s  a l l  we had i n  those  days. We 
d i d n ' t  have classes t h a t ' s  real--what they  c a l l  s tudy  today. I wonder 
sometimes i f  i t  wasn ' t  a p r e t t y  good p lan .  We were impressed w i t h  i t ,  
anyway. 

Q: What were your l e a f l e t s  l i k e ?  

A: J u s t  paper l e a f l e t s  a s  f a r  a s  I can remember. I don ' t  remember. 

Q: Did they  have, l i k e ,  s c r i p t u r e s  and t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t ?  

A: Oh yes ,  w e  had l e s son  l e a f l e t s  and we were supposed t o  read themland 
be  a l i t t l e  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  them by t h e  next  Sunday. Miss Al ice  Conk1 
w a s  our  teacher .  
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Q: How o l d  were you when you s t a r t e d  t o  Sunday School? 

A: Oh, we weren ' t  very  o l d  because w e  s t a r t e d  ou r  going t o  church wi th  
our Episcopal ian people,  and we went over  t o  t h e  [S t .  Pau l ' s ]  Cathedra l  
because we were t o o  l i t t l e  t o  go a lone  and my mother d i d n ' t  go t o  
morning church, and so w e  went wi th  our cous ins .  They a l l  went t o  t h e  
Pro Cathedral  and t h a t  was on t h e  corner  of Fourth and Adams, I b e l i e v e  
i t - i s .  And it looked l i ke  a n  o l d  English churah,  which i t  was. Stone, 
not  b i g  bu t  v e r y  imposing, and i t  was$&@ whole block. And when you go 
over h e r e  t o  Third S t ree t - - tha t  was Second S t r e e t ,  I t h i n k  it was 
Second--and you got  over  h e r e  t o  Third S t r e e t ,  you had t h e  r a i l r o a d  
which i s  t h e r e  now. 

O f  course ,  a t  t h a t  church they  wore robes.  And when t h e  s e r v i c e  s t a r t e d ,  
t hose  b o i ~ e  doors  a t  t h e  back--there was only ,  I t h i n k ,  one b i g  one and 
one l i t t l e  one a t  each s ide ;  i t  wasn ' t  a l a r g e  church. I can remember 
how awed we were wi th  see ing  those  boys come i n  i n  t hose  cassocks and long 
and wh i t e  robes,  s ing ing ,  and t h e  boy i n  f r o n t  walking, you know, holding 
t h e  c ros s .  Oh my, w e  were so  impressed w i t h  t h a t .  

Q: Was t h a t  i n  Sunday School o r  was t h a t  i n  church? 

A: No, t h a t  was i n  church. 

Q: So you went t o  Sunday School and then  you s tayed  f o r  church? 

A: Y e s ,  we had t o  go t o  church because they  s tayed  and we cou ldn ' t  go 
home alone.  

Q: What w a s t h e f a r n i l y ' s  name t h a t y o u w e n t  w i th?  

A: Oh, the  B u t l e r s  were some of them; I t h i n k  S i l v e r  was another  and they 
moved ou t  w e s t  and I l o s t  a l l  t r a c k  of them. Bu t l e r s ,  bu t  I don ' t  know. 
Real ly ,  I cou ldn ' t  go i n t o  t h a t  fami ly  ve ry  much because I never saw too  
much of them. 

Q: They were your cous ins?  

A: They were o u r  cousins .  But my mother w a s  always a P resby te r i an , and  
so I don' t  know b u t  what my f a t h e r  was. I don' t  suppose he--well, 
came i n  t h a t  Church of England group because that  was h i s  family. I;, 
I wouldn't  want t o  put  all of t h a t  pa laver  i n  any paper.  

Q: What d id  your f a t h e r  do f o r  a living? 

A: Oh, h e  d i d  a good many th ings .  He was q u i t e  a mechanic. H e  b u i l t  
t h ings ,  h e  helped b u i l d  houses,  and he was q u i t e  exper t .  I was told--now, 
I wouldn't  want t h i s  publ ished because i t  nay be j u s t  a figment of someone's 
imagination. When&ecold Chat te r ton  Theatre  was t o r n  down--you wouldn't 
remember it: because it  was done be fo re  you were born, I guess--but i t  had 
b e a u t i f u l  p l a s t e r  ornaments and g r e a t  b i g  drop l i g h t s ,  you know. Gorgeous 
ones.  And they  s a i d  h e  had q u i t e  t h e  s k i l l i n w o r k i n g  on those  plaques.  I 
don ' t  know much about t h a t  type ,  t h a t  i s  what. . . . We had no gene ra l s ,  
he  wasn ' t  a lawyer and he  wasn ' t  a judge and h e  wasn't  a doc tor ,  he j u s t  
could do most anything.  
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Q: But he  w a s  a mechanic kind of person? 

A: Yes, he  d id  more mechanical t h ings .  

Q: Did he work f o r  himself o r  f o r  a  company? 

A: Well, I guess so,  I r e a l l y  cou ldn ' t  t e l l  you t h a t .  I don ' t  know. 
He worked I know, and made a  l i v i n g  f o r  us.  ( laughs)  We always had 
plenty. We never  had su rp lus ,  and maybe w e  wouldn't have had t h a t  i f  
i t  hadd' t  been t h a t  my mother was such a good manager, b u t  she  be l i eved  
i n  work. 

Q: Do you remember when h e  would go t o  work i n  t h e  morning, what t ime 
h e  would go o r  anything? 

A: No, I c a n ' t  remember a t h i n g  about  t h a t .  

Q: No memory of your f a t h e r  much a t  a l l ?  

A: NQ, I don ' t  have much. Be d i ed ,  you know, p r e t t y  young. 

Q: Oh, d i d  he? 

A: Well, he  had a n  awful co ld .  I t h i n k  h e  d ied  when h e  w a s  fo r ty - th ree  
o r  fo r ty - f ive  yea r s  o ld .  

Q: How o l d  were you then?  

A: Oh, I don ' t  know. 

Q: Were you i n  grade school? 

A: Oh, yes ,  I t h i n k  we were i n  grade school;  not ve ry  f a r  a long  though, 
I don ' t  imagine. I can ' t  remember. But h e  had a t e r r i b l e  co ld ;  and i n  
t hose  days, you know, you had co lds  but  you d i d n ' t  pay so much a t t e n t i o n  
t o  them, you j u s t  s tayed  home and t r i e d  t o  do what you could.  They d i d n ' t  
have a l o t  of hospitals and they  d i d n ' t  c a l l  t h e  doc tor  for every l g t t l e  
th ing .  So h e  j u s t  thought i t  was a co ld  and Mother thought so,  too,  and 
it got  worse and worse, and then  she c a l l e d  our o l d  doctor .  Oh, we had 
him many, many years .  He drove a  ho r se  and buggy, and h i d  h i s  l i t t l e  bag 
and I can s e e  him coming i n .  

Q: What was h i s  name? 

A: I c a n ' t  remember h i s  name; I j u s t  c a n ' t  remember h i s  name. 

Q: Wasn' t D r .  Lindsay? 

A: No, I c a n ' t  remember h i s  name a t  a l l .  Not t h a t  f a r  back, b u t  I do 
remember t h e  doc tor  t h a t  we've had t h e  last twenty-five years was D .-- 
t h a t ' s  modern, you know, t h a t  was o u r  genera t ion .  And now we have 1 , r .  
Payton. D r .  . . . I c a n ' t  t h i n k  of h i s  name, i s n ' t  t h a t  awful,  we had 
him twenty-five years .  

2 

i 
I 
I 



Mary Shepherd 13 

Q: Well, when your f a t h e r  was s i c k  and your mother c a l l e d  t h e  doc tor  . . . 
A: W e l l ,  s he  c a l l e d  b u t  he  was so f a r  gone and they  d i d n ' t  have p e n i c i l l i n ,  
you know, i n  t hose  days and he d i ed  of pneumonia ve ry  quickly.  

Q: H e  d ied  a t  home? 

A: Yes, h e  d i ed  a t  home. 

Q: Do you r e c a l l  h i s  f u n e r a l  a t  a l l ?  

A: No, I don ' t .  Oh, I remember they had one but t h a t ' s  a l l .  

Q: Was t h a t  a t  home, too? 

A: Y e s ,  t h a t  was a t  home. 

Q: Was t h a t  common t o  have f u n e r a l s  a t  home? 

A: Oh yes ,  i t  was q u i t e  common, q u i t e  common. Most of t h e  t h i n g s ,  i n  
t hose  days, people d id  have a t  home. Oh, t h e r e  w e r e ,  of course,  p l en ty  
of people t h a t  d i d n ' t ,  b u t  our  genera t ion  d id .  The people t h a t  we grew 
up wi th ,  they  were a l l  n i c e ,  common, p l a i n  f o l k s .  Took c a r e  of w h a t  they  
had and t r i e d  t o  make everybody happy. 

Q: Well, a f t e r  your f a t h e r  d i ed ,  then ,  how d i d  yourmother manage f i n a n c i a l l y ?  

A: Well, she  had a l i t t l e  insurance  and she  owned h e r  home and she  w a s  a r e a l  
worker. And I ' l l  always remember one family--we had a good many friends--they 
l i v e d  i n  t h e  country west of u s  and h i s  name was Jones.  He was t h e  b igges t  
man I eve r  saw and h i s  w i fe  w a s  t h e  sma l l e s t  woman. And she  was a homely 
l i t t l e  th ing ,  b u t  she  w a s  one of t h e  n i c e s t  women. And as l i t t l e  g i r l s ,  we 
would s e e  them come i n .  Tha t ' s  be fo re  t h e  days of c a r s ,  and h e  had a b i g  
sp r ing  wagon wi th  two seats, and he 'd  t a k e  t h a t  s e a t  o u t ,  you know. And 
w e  were p r e t t y  good s i zed ,  maybe e i g h t ,  t e n  yea r s  o l d  then ,  something l i k e  
t h a t .  I don ' t  know how o l d  we were, b u t  we w e r e  o ld .  H e  always was wanting-- 
he  says ,  "Can't we t ake  t h e  twins home w i t h  u s  f o r  t h e  weekend?" And oh, we 
were crazy t o  go because i t  w a s  a g r e a t  t h ing .  They had some sons and they  
j u s t  showed us--and I never fo rgo t  h i s  i c e  cream. He'd go out--and they  
c o l l e c t e d  cream i n  cans t h i s  h igh  t o  make b u t t e r  o f .  And then  they'd ge t  
o u t  t h e i r  s p r i n g  wagon and come i n  and they 'd b r i n g  u s  [ b u t t e r ] .  I can 
j u s t  see those  crocks of b u t t e r .  Great  b i g  c rocks  of pure b u t t e r !  

Q: About how many pounds? Five o r  t e n  pounds do you suppose? 

A: Well, it would have f i v e  o r  s i x  b i g  pounds anyway. And t h r e e  o r  f o u r  
dozen eggs. And then  she  would want t o  do a l i t t l e  shopping downtown so 
they 'd bring t h e  two youngest children--they had a good many c h i l d r e n  but  
two of them were q u i t e  l i t t l e ,  and my mother wauld say ,  "Now, b r i n g  t h e  
boys and then  you can go and,-dontt need t o  hurry.  And1'--whatever h i s  
name w a s ,  I ' v e  f o r g o t t e n  t h e  f a t h e r ' s  name--"he can  tend t o  h i s  bus ines s  
and you can go down, and you won't need t o  hurry.  1'11 take  c a r e  of t h e  
boys; they  can  s t a y  h e r e  wi th  us.'' 
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Well, I never w i l l  f o r g e t  one day we thought we had done a b i g  t h ind .  
We had ten c e n t s  ap iece ,  o r  we had a l i t t l e  more than  t h a t ,  and we 
went to--and I saw t h e  f i r s t  ten-cent s t o r e  t h a t  went up on t h e  west 
s i d e  of t h e  square!  

Q: What was t h a t ?  What s t o r e  was t h a t ?  

A: Oh, I cou ldn ' t  g ive  years .  

Q: Do you know what t h e  s t o r e ' s  name was? 

A: We were b i g  enough t o  go downtown. 

Q: Do you remember what t h e  s t o r e ' s  name was? 

A: No, I c a n ' t  remember, I can ' t  remember. I guess you c 
s t o r e  o r  ten-cent s t o r e ,  b u t  i t  was a b i g  s t o r e .  

Q: Yes, what w a s  i t  l i k e ?  

. a l l  i t  t h e  dime 

A: Well, i t  j u s t  had every th ing  you could th ink  o f .  We always had an 
eye f o r  something t h a t  w a s  r a t h e r  unusual and p r e t t y  good. A l i ce  and I 
were looking a t  t h e  th ings .  We d i d n ' t  have b u t  a l i t t l e  money bu t  we had 
a l i t t l e ,  and so we examined what w e  were going t o  ge t  my mother f o r  
Christmas, and we saw some p l a t e s .  I have f i v e  of them today and they  
a r e  t h e  most b e a u t i f u l  p l a t e s  you eve r  saw and we pa id  t e n  c e n t s  ap iece  
f o r  them. Fine,  f i n e ,  ch ina .  One of them has  a p a l e  b lue  r i m ,  I remember, 
and one has  a p a l e  pink and one h a s  green,  and I t h i n k  we had bought s i x .  
We bought s i x  p l a t e s  and i t  c o s t  u s  s i x t y  c e n t s .  

And when t h e s e  n i c e  f o l k s  from t h e  country could come home, M r s .  Jones 
and h e r  husband, my mother always had a n i c e  lunch o r  d inner  ready so  
t h a t  they 'd have a meal be fo re  they 'd  go ou t  home,andthey most always 
took u s  wi th  them. (chuckles)  She [Mother] was i n  t h e  s i t t i n g  room 
and t h e  l i t t l e  fellow--they were l i t t l e  fellows--they w e r e  wandering 
around t h e  house and they  went ou t  t o  t h e  k i t chen  and one of them got i n  
a c h a i r .  She was going t o  have salmon, she  had a can of salmon she  was 
going t o  do something w i t h  for t h e i r  lunch, Shehadn' t  opened it. Well, 
w e  heard a c r a s h  and w e  looked down and he was s tanding  up i n  t h e  c h a i r  
and he  had t h i s  can of salmon and t h e  p l a t e s  underneath, and he  w a s  j u s t  
i n  t h e  process--and he d id .  H e  crashed i t  down on s ix  Christmas p l a t e s !  

Q: H e  dropped t h e  salmon can on t h e  s i x  p l a t e s ?  

A: He w a s - l i t t l e  and he  d i d n ' t  know. H e  thought i t  w a s  something t o  
p lay  with and he banged i t ,  and one p l a t e  was broken s o  w e  on ly  had f i v e .  
But we s t i l l  have t h e  f i v e .  Mary just loves  t hose  p l a t e s .  

Q: Haw long d i d  i t  t a k e  you and your sister t o  ge t  sixty c e n t s  t oge the r  
t o  buy s i x  p l a t e s ?  

A: Oh, I don ' t  know. W e  had so many semi- re la t ives  and they  were a l l  
j o l l y  people,  nane of themwaLt2tybut they a l l  had a competency, a d  
they o f t e n  gave u s  a l i t t l e  drib-and-drab. 



Mary Shepherd 

I j u s t  bought, last yea r ,  for 'my next  door neighbor whom I ' m  very  fond 
of--they had a new baby and they  brought t h e  baby over  t o  ou r  house when 
she w a s  seven days o l d  t o  show us.  A l i ce  was$nbed--I had a h o s p i t a l  
bed a t  home , for  h e r  f o r  two y e a r s  and took  c a r e  of h e r  a t  home. Mark and 
F ranc i s  said, "Oh, I j u s t  want Al ice  t o  see h e r  now." She's a nurse  and 
I w a s  amazed t h a t  she  was home so  e a r l y ,  bu t  i t  seems about a s  soon as 
t h e  baby is born today you have t o  g e t  r i g h t  o u t ,  and ~hewaa~horne. And 
they come t o  see m e  every Friday n i g h t  he re ,  t h e  two of them. They c a n ' t  
b r i n g  t h e  baby i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l  [nurs ing  home], bu t  they  d id  b r i n g  the 
baby r i g h t  a long  when 1 was home. Andthe l i t t l e  t h ing  w a s  about  t h a t  long. 

Well, I tholught, "Well, I want t o  g e t  something f o r  the"--I d i d n ' t  send 
any f lowers  t o  he r .  I always had a custom o f ,  when I had a f r i e n d  t h a t  
was i n t i b - h o s p i t a l ,  I never s e n t  anything t h a t  1 thought was f o r  t h e  baby 
because I thought i t  w a s - t h e  mother t h a t  was having t h e  hard t i m e ,  so I 
always have s e n t  a b o t t l e  of  Lenther ic  "Miraclci." I t ' s  a love ly  cologne; 
i t  i s n ' t  a perfume, i t ' s  a cologne. I don ' t  know whether they  make i t  
now, bu t  I bought b a l e s  of i t .  And you used t o  ge t  i t  i n  a l l  s i z e s  and 
I ' d  g e t  a s i z e  about t h a t  b i g  and I ' d  w r i t e  n i c e  l i t t l e  n o t e s  t o  t h e  mother 
t o  t a k e  good c a r e  of t h e  baby. But I always thought t h e  mother needed more 
encouragement t han  t h e  baby. 

I never s e n t  f lowers ,  and I never s e n t  c l o t h e s  o r  t hose  boo t i e s ,  because 
they don ' t  g e t  out  of t h e  c r i b s  now but  where t h e y ' r e  g e t t i n g  i n t o  jeans.  
Those t h i n g s  c o s t  l i k e  f u r y  and t h e y ' r e  no t  much good t o  them un le s s  they  
cont inue  t o  go on having f a m i l i e s ,  and I d i d n ' t  know whether she was going 
t o  do t h a t .  And then  I s a i d  t o  Mary, she was going up t o  Kenilworth, 
"Now, Mary, when y o u ' r e u p t h e r e ,  I want you t o  f i n d  m e  a [bank].  Look 
around.$r I went everyplace he re ;  then  I was r e a l  w e l l .  I couldn ' t  f i n d  
a bank1 

Q: A bank? 

A: A bank t o  put themoney i n  f o r  t h e  baby t o  s t a r t  he r  l i f e  sav ings ,  seven 
days o ld .  I cou ldn ' t  f i n d  any. I wished we'd had ou r s ,  w e  had the  
p r e t t i e s t  one, I can remember i t  w a s  r e a l  b r a s s .  

Q: Real bras s?  

A: Yes, copper o r  b r a s s ,  I don ' t  know. It was copper,  I guess; and i t  
looked l i k e  a bank bu i ld ing ,  and it had s t e p s  t h a t  went up t o  a l i t t l e  
porch, a n d - t h e  windows, and you walked up t h e  s t e p s  and went i n  t h e  bank. 
(chuckles)  Opened t h e  door. I don ' t  know what--somebody got  t h a t ,  I 
don' t  know, 

Q: That was a bank t h a t  you and Al i ce  had when you were c h i l d r e n ?  

A: We had t h a t .  Tha t ' s  where w e  had ou r  savings. So I o f t e n  have 
thought ,  "Well, instead of sending s t u f f  t h a t  t h e  c h i l d r e n  grow ou t  of" 
I ' v e  tried t o  f i n d  banks. But you c a n ' t  f i n d  them now, they  don't seem 
t o  make them. So I s a i d  t o  Mary a year  ago, "Now, when you a r e  up t h e r e  
i n  Evanston and Chicago, look around and see i f  they  don ' t  have a l i t t l e  
baby's  bank up there. ' '  So what do you t h i n k  she  brought--a Raggedy Ann. 
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She s tood  t h i s  h igh ,  and she  was t h e  p r e t t i e s t  t h ing  you ever  saw and 
she had t h e  p r e t t i e s t  Raggedy Ann c l o t h e s  on. And you could put  t h e  
money i n  a t  t h e - t o p ,  yes, you could pu t  t h e  money i n  someplace i n  hey 
head b u t  you d i d n ' t  have t o  break he r .  She wasn ' t  t i n  o r  anyth ing  l t k e  
t h a t ,  I don ' t  know what s h e  was, some kind of [ceramics] .  But there jwas  
a p l ace  i n  t h e  bottom where t h e r e  w a s  a s t i c k e r  and you'd j u s t  pu t  a 
f r e s h  p i ece  on when you'd want t o  empty t h e  bank. 

I wrote h e r  a letter when she was seven days o l d  and I s a i d ,  "Well now, 
t h i s  I a m  sending you because you know I love  you d e a r l y ,  and I want you 
t o  have a n i c e  start. When you a r e  a b i g  g i r l  y o u ' l l  need money when 
you want t o  go t o  school, ' '  and I s a i d ,  "and be  s u r e  t h a t  you l e t  t h i s  
Raggedy Ann s t a y  where people can s e e  i t ,  because i t ' l l  b e  a g e n t l e  h i n t  
t o  pu t  a l i t t l e  money i n  i t  ." 

End of Side One, Tape One 

1 
A: No, I c a n ' t  remember. I ' ll  alwayq remember t h o s e  p l a t e s  though, 
because w e  s t i l l  have them. i 
Q: Do you remember when you s t a r t e d  do school? Do you remember your 
f i r s t  day a t  school? 

A: [She cou ldn ' t  g e t ]  t h e  p a i r .  Somebody had bought t h e  boy, b u t  she  
bought t h e  l i t t l e  g i r l .  I s a i d ,  "Well, i f  you Eind t h e  l i t t l e  boy, 
b r ing  i t  down." It stands about t h a t  high. 

Q: The Raggedy Andy? 

A: The Raggedy Andy. And I s a i d ,  "Now, Joe  and Mary1'--that's t h i s  o t h e r  
coup le ' s  b ro the r  and sister, they  bo th  l i v e d  next  door t o  us a t  one t ime.  
We j u s t  loved them both. I s a i d ,  "You ge t  t h a t  bank so  I can w r i t e  t h e  
same l i t t l e  le t ter1 ' - -or  type  a le t te r - -" to  Joe  and Mary." &t t h e  baby 
d i d n ' t  come u n t i l  June. Mary says ,  "Well, I don ' t  t h i n k  t h a t ' s  v e r y  
smart, you don ' t  know whether they  w i l l  g e t  a g i r l  o r  a boy." And she 
couldn ' t  f i n d  i t  anyway. But she d i d  Eind a ve ry  p r e t t y  bank. She bas  
i t  o u t  a t  home now; I ' m  going t o  w r i t e  a l e t t e r  when June comes and send 
i t  o u t  t o  them. 

Q: When you and Al i ce  had your bank at home, d i d  you put  t h a t  o u t  i n  a 
prominent p l ace  s o  people could see i t ?  

A: No, we d i d n ' t  do it. W e  never thought of such a th ing .  

Q: Did i t  ge t  f i l l e d  up penny by penny? 

A: By pennies ,  n i c k e l s  and dimes. O f  course  we never got  much of a 
fo r tune .  

Q: Do you remember any of t h e  o t h e r  qhings t h a t  you bought w i th  t h e  money? 
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A: Trapp School. Do you remember Old Miss S e l l ?  She was t h e  quee res t  
looking woman you ever  s a w ,  bu t  she  w a s  one of t h e  smartest and one 
t h e  k indes t .  And she  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  woman I ever  s a w  t h a t  had real s 1' o r t  
h a i r .  And she would l e a n  o u t  of t h e  t h i r d  f loor-- that  was a t h ree - f loo r  
b r i c k  bu i ld ing ,  I t h i n k  i t  was t h r e e  floors--and r i n g  a b i g  b r a s s  be31 
about t h a t  b i g  t o  come i n  o f f  t h e  playground. 

Q: Six o r  t e n  inches  a c r o s s  a t  t h e  bottom, i t  was t h a t  b i g ?  

A: What? 

Q: It was so b i g ,  s i x  o r  seven inches  a c r o s s  a t  t h e  bottom? 

A: Oh, i t  was a b i g  one, b u t  I don ' t  know. It was b ig ,  it wasn't  a 
l i t t l e  t i n k l i n g  th ing .  She had a g r e a t  b i g  one, maybe one l i k e  t h a t .  
And she 'd  l e a n  ou t  t h a t  window and I can s e e  her  today,  a hundred yea r s  
a f te rwards ,  and she  w a s  n o t  a young woman then .  And she  would r i n g  t h a t  
b e l l  and w e  would a l l  scramble--the boys from t h e  p l ace  where they  played,  
and t h e  g i r l s ,  and run i n  t o  ge t  i n  t h e  desks.  All those  n i c e  memories. 
P r a c t i c a l l y ,  I guess they  a r e  a l l  dead; a l l  bu t  me. 

Q: Did you have a playground a t  your school? 

A: Oh, yes,  a g r e a t  b i g  one. 

Q: What w a s  i t  l i k e ?  

A: Oh, j u s t  l i k e  any p l a i n  p i ece  of ground. It had c i n d e r s  and w a s  
pounded down u n t i l  i t w a s - h a r d ,  you know. It was fenced i n .  It was a n  
F i r s t  S t r e e t .  I t h i n k  i t  r an  on F i r s t  S t r e e t ,  now i t ' s  a l l  gone. A l l  
merchants '  s t u f f  i s  ou t  t h e r e  now. And then  I remember another  nice-1 
remember M i s s  Meyers was t h e  English t eache r  and she  was such a lady  and 
such a love ly  teacher .  I don ' t  remember much t h a t  we l ea rned ,  b u t  we 
must of learned  something because w e  were always p r e t t y  good readers .  

I ' v e  always l i k e d  reading. I never  had any c o l l e g e  work but  I ' v e  always 
l i k e d  t o  read.  I never read--oh, l i k e  some people go t o  t h e  l i b r a r y  and 
come home wi th  an  armload of storybooks, f i c t i o n ;  I couldn ' t  b e  bothered. 
I always read  t h e  good magazines. I got  - Time, and L i f e  and United S t a t e s  
News [and World Report] and a l l  of t h e  f a m i l i a r  r e l i g i o u s  papers.  That 's  - 
a l l  1 ever  had. And I don ' t  t h i n k  I tm ,go ing  t o  take Saturday Evening Post .  
I was so g lad  when I s a w  a few y e a r s  ago t h a t  Saturday Evening Pos t  were 
going t o  go i n t o  bus ines s  again.  Well, they  d i d ;  they  i s s u e  fou r  a yea r ,  
you know, and i t ' s  a magnif icent  pub l i ca t ion  b u t .  . . . 
Q: How many years have you been g e t t i n g  those  magazines? 

A: Oh my, I 've been g e t t i n g  t h e  Saturday Evenins--no, no t  t h e  Saturday 
men ing  Post, what do they  ca l l  i t?  What i s  t h e  name of t h a t ?  

Q: C o l l i e r s ?  

A: NO, I had C o l l i e r s  f o r  a w h i l e a a d t h e n  I had, oh, I c u t  ou t  two o r  
t h r e e  because I never got  them a l l  read  be fo re  I would have another  ba t ch ,  
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and my b r o t h e r  was t h e  s a m e  way. H e  has  s t a c k s  of t h i n g s  and he  don ' t  
know what--and I s a i d ,  "Take them t o  t h e  l i b r a r y . "  He s a i d ,  "They 
don ' t  want them; ~ ' v e  gone and asked them." But I don' t  t h i n k  he  makes 
much of an e f f o r t .  But h e  always has ,  he  l i v e s  i n  an apartment house. 
Now, he took a l o t  of Times home l a s t  n i g h t  w i th  him, and United S t a t e s  
News. H e  l i k e s  Time, bu t  he  says ,  "Well, ~ ' v e  got  so  much t o  read ," -and  - - 
he r eads  a good d e a l o f t h e  f i n a n c i a l  papers  and 1 don ' t  understand them 
ve ry  much. 

Q: Dddymuhave magazines i n  your home when you were a l i t t l e  g i r l ?  

A: Yes, we had a good many, and we always had newspapers. Then my 
mother used to--I can remember one t i m e  hear ing  he r  say something [when] 
we were a l l  i n  gene ra l  conversa t ion ,  and she  made a comment and I s a i d ,  
"Well, where d id  you hear  t h a t ?  I never s a w  it." She s a i d ,  "I don ' t  
know what you read,"  she s a i d ,  "it w a s  i n  t h e  morning paper." She read 
t h e  morning paper--or t h e  paper ,  she  d i d n ' t  always g e t  t o  i t  i n  t h e  
morning but  she  read it--and she  remembered what she read.  She w a s  a 
smart woman and y e t  she had no g r e a t  beginnings. It shows you don ' t  
have t o  have i t  if you have t h e  w i l l .  

Q: When you went t o  Trapp School, you s a i d  i t  had t h r e e  s t o r i e s ?  

A: Well, I t h i n k  i t  had. I wouldn't b e  s u r e ,  bu t  I ' m  p r e t t y  sure .  It 
was on t h e  corner ;  i t ' s  a l l  gone, now, and t h e  r a i l r o a d  t r a c k s  a r e  running 
a l l  over i t  and b u i l d i n g s  are a l l  over  it  now. It was on Third and-- 
Fourth S t r e e t ,  Third,  no. . . . The r a i l r o a d ,  what i s  t h a t ?  

Q: The r a i l r o a d  i s  behind Fourth S t r e e t ,  between Third and Fourth. 

A: Betwqen Third and Fourth. Well, t h a t ' s  where i t  was. And M r .  Helmle 
was t h e  p r i n c i p a l .  And he  w a s  such a g e n t l e  man, he  never scolded anybody 
and w e  a l l  l i k e d  him so.  H e  was a good t eache r ,  too.  

Q: How many grades of school  d i d  they  have i n  Trapp School? 

A: I t h i n k  they had, 1 don ' t  know p o s i t i v e l y ,  bu t  I th ink  they  had 
o r  n ine .  I don ' t  know whether they  had n i n e  o r  n o t ,  bu t  they  had e i  kight h t .  
And we graduated from the re .  And I can  remember when w e  graduated,  we 
s tood  up i n  t h e  opera house, our  class--see, a l l  t h e  doings w e r e  done 
i n  tha t  house, you know--and my mother had made organdy d re s ses  w i th  
j u s t  l ove ly  r u f f l e s  and tucks  and a l l .  And app le  green sa shes  t h a t  wide 
and then  i t  came downt tbback .  And they  put  u s  i n  t h e  middle, and of 
course  w e  were exc i t ed ,  and we looked l i k e  red  b e e t s ,  we had such r ed  
f a c e s  and red  hair--well ,  we d i d n ' t  have red  hair--and they  put  u s  i n  t h e  
middle of t h e  f r o n t  row. I always remember how proud I f e l t  . That wasn ' t  
because w e  were smart, bu t  we looked l i k e  w e  made a c e n t r a l  po in t .  

Q: Was t h a t  t h e  Chat te r ton  Opera House? 

A: That was c h a t t e r t o n ' s  Opera House. 

Q: That was used f o r  a l l  k inds  of community events?  
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A: Well, i t  d id  f o r  t h a t .  I don ' t  know how many o t h e r  t h i n g s  they  used 
i t  f o r .  I used t o  go t o  l o t s  of good t h e a t r e s  t he re .  Oh, they  had ]some 
wonderful companies, t h e  t r a v e l i n g  companies. 

Q: What do you remember about t h a t ?  

A: I don ' t  remember any of it. 

Q: Can you t h i n k  of any t h a t  you saw? 

A: No, a l l  I can remember is  t h e  excitement of going t o  t h e  opera house. 
O f  course ,  i t  was sometimes plays, i t  wasn ' t  always operas .  And t h e  
exci tement  of coming o u t  and see ing  t h e  people a t  t h e  south  end of town 
who were r e a l l y  people of means, t h e  bankers '  and d a c t o r s '  and lawyers '  
c a r r i a g e s  d r i v i n g  up and two b i g  men s tanding  a t  t h e  curbstone and 
~ p e n i n g  t h e  doors  and l i f t i n g  t h e  l a d i e s  i n .  Well, we d i d n ' t  have t h a t ,  
we j u s t  tramped on and walked home. ( laughs)  I guess ,  we got  home some 
way. But a l l  t hose  a r e  l i t t l e  f r i v o l o u s  t h i n g s  t h a t  come t o  your mind, 
you know. 

Q: You mentioned t h e  south  s i d e  of town. Had people moved o u t  t o  the  
south  s i d e  of town and b u i l t  b i g  houses? 

A: Oh yes ,  t h e r e  were a good many. That ' s  where t h e  real money people 
l i v e d  then. 

Q: What p a r t ,  what s t r e e t s ?  

A: South F i f t h  and S i x t h  and Fourth,  some of those  b i g  o ld  houses. Many 
of them a r e  gone now. 

Q: A s  f a r  south  as Grand, o r  n o t  t h a t  f a r  south?  

A: Oh, yes.  W e l l ,  no, I don ' t  t h i n k  they  got  as f a r  south ,  beaause 
on--is i t  Fourth o r  F i f t h  and South Grand, t h a t w a s  t h e  Home f o r  t h e  
Fr iendless .  

Q: What was the Home f o r  t h e  F r i end le s s?  

A: Well, that was an  o rgan iza t ion  t h a t  was kept  by t h e  c i t y .  I suppose 
c i t y  funds, probably, bu t  I d i d n ' t  know anything about t h a t  b u t  I guess 
t h a t ,  and p u b l i c  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  from people.  And they  took ch iadren  t h e r e  
who had no homes and they  took c a r e  of a l o t  of them t h e r e  f o r  yea r s  and 
y e a r s  and years .  And they  went t o  school ,  and oh, i t  was q u i t e  a little 
school .  Now t h a t ' s  a l l  gone, b i g  bu i ld ings .  And I can remember s o  w e l l  
Mary-you know when I say  Mary I mean p re sen t  Mary. 

Q: Now what 's  Mary's . . . 
A: Her husband's name was Ed, Ed Easley. And h e  was being t r a i n e d  t o  
be,  o r  they  thought he could be ,  t h e  p re s iden t  of t h e  F i r s t  Nat ional  Bank, 
b u t  he  s a i d ,  "No, don ' t  make t h e  e f f o r t ,  I'm n o t  going t o  l a s t .  I can ' t  
l i v e ,  so  d o n l t  b u i l d  on me."  And he  couldn ' t .  H e  had emphysema. H e  had 
t o  always c a r r y  something i n  h i s  pocket,  a l i t t l e  tube.  H e  could g e t  t h i s  
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a i r  i n t o  h i s  lungs  but  he cou ldn ' t  g e t  i t  o u t ,  and he had y e a r s  of 
s u f f e r i n g  wi th  i t .  And i t ' s  t h e  f i r s t  c a s e  of emphysema t h a t  I ever  
heard o f ,  and it wasn't  common then.  It may have been i n  o t h e r  
p laces .  But I know he 'd  l i v e d  he re  a l l  h i s  l i f e ,  and h e  had means and 
he  had gone t o  every doc tor  t h a t  h e  ever  heard of t o  he lp  h i s  b rea th ing  
and they  a l l  s a i d  h e  had asthma. But he d i d n ' t .  So he  went t o  an 
os teopath  and h e  s a i d ,  "Why, Ed, you haven ' t  asthma, you have emphyol~ma." 

And then  Mary began t ak ing  him--she took him t o  C a l i f o r n i a ,  she  took him 
t o  Arizona and down south ,  and then  f i n a l l y  she  had him i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l  
over here ,  i n  and out  and i n  and ou t  and up/down, and then  she  f i n a l l y  
took him t o  S t .  Louis. H e  was down t h e r e  a long while .  And she  went down 
every Monday morning, and Barbara was a l i t t l e  g i r l ,  l i k e  t h i s ,  a l i t t l e  
g i r l .  She'd b r i n g  over Barbara and she 'd  s t a y  wi th  u s  u n t i l  h e r  mother 
got  back, and she  went down and s tayed  a l l  week wi th  Ed i n  t h a t  h o s p i t a l .  
Thenthe doc tor  down t h e r e ,  they  s a i d  t h e r e  was a very  f i n e  phys ic ian  and 
our  doc tor  s en t  him down t o  him and he was; he d i d  a l l  he  could,  and he 
came home and brought ,  oh, g r e a t  b i g  t h i n g s  t o  s e t  by t h e  bed, t h ink ing  
he might last a l i t t l e  longer  a t  home. Mary would go down and s t a y  u n t i l  
Fr iday n i g h t  and then  she  would come home, a whole week. 

And t h a t  doc tor ,  he l i v e d  way ou t  i n  some of t h e  swank ends of S t .  Louis ,  
and h i s  last c a l l  w a s  on Ed because he says ,  "It 's j u s t  a n i c e  p l ace  t o  
come and you ' re  so  chee r fu l ,  and I ' m  t i r e d  when I ' m  through my dayF$ work 
so I always look  forward t o  coming o u t  he re  r e s t i n g  and t a l k i n g  t o  you." 
Then one day he  s a i d ,  "Well, Ed, I ' l l  t e l l  you one th ing .  You may have 
emphysema but  t h e  t r o u b l e  i s n ' t  w i th  your wife ."  She j u s t  adored him, 
and then  she has  j u s t  as n i c e  a second husband. 

Q: Well, t h i s  Home f o r  t h e  F r i end le s s ,  w a s  t h a t  kind of l i k e  an  orphanage? 

A: Y e s ,  something l i k e  a n  orphanage. 

Q: Was i t  j u s t  f o r  c h i l d r e n  o r  d i d  they  have a d u l t s ,  t oo?  

A: X,think i t  w a s  mostly ch i ld ren .  I never heard of any a d u l t s .  Ed was 
on t h e  board of t h a t  f o r  a l i t t l e  while .  That was y e a r s  and yea r s  and 
yea r s  ago, though. 

Q: Do you remember that p lace  a s  a c h i l d  o r  was t h a t  s t a r t e d  a f t e r ?  

A: Yes, I can remember see ing  i t ;  I can remember see ing  t h e  Home f o r  t h e  
F r i end le s s .  It faced on t h e  [South Grand] Avenue and then  t h e r e  wasja 
street on t h e  n o r t h  of i t  and a s t r e e t ,  Sixth S t r e e t  I t h i n k  i t  i s  o@ 
t h e  east of it  o r  w e s t  of i t .  Oh, i t  w a s  q u i t e  a b i g  p lace .  I t h i n k  i t  
was s t a r t e d  by t h e  churches and women who were i n t e r e s t e d  i n  we l f a re  work 
today, t h a t  type ,  t h a t  was t h e  beginning. They d id  h e l p  l o t s  of people, 
I haven ' t  a doubt. I never  was i n  i t  b u t  I know they  d i d ,  and I always 
knew of i t  a s  t h e  Home f o r  t h e  F r i end le s s .  

Q: Do you know how they  r a i s e d  t h e i r  funds? Did they  have money-ralsing 
a £  f a i r s ?  
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A: Well, I t h i n k  t h e r e  was probably a subsidy from t h e  c i t y ,  you know. 
I don ' t  t h i n k  i t  could happen any o t h e r  way, because i t  was a very.  . . . 
And then when they  s o l d  t h e  proper ty ,  I don' t  know what they  d id  wi th  t h e  
money, bu t  they must have go t t en  [ q u i t e  a b i t ] .  O f  course ,  they  wodldnt t  
begin t o  .get what they  would g e t  f o r  i t  today, bu t  they  so ld  i t - f i n a l l y .  
I guess they had o t h e r  p l a c e s  and o t h e r  methods t h a t  had s t a r t e d  up t o  
t a k e  care of people l i k e  t h a t ,  you know, v a r i o u s  ways, but  I don ' t  suppose 
they  were any b e t t e r  cared  f o r .  And then  t h e  church o rgan iza t ions ,  t h e  
women's a s s o c i a t i o n s  and a l l  of t h a t ,  i n s t e a d  of having--well, maybe they 
had sewings and d inne r s  f o r  money and maybe a s e c t i o n  of t h a t  money would 
go i n t o  i t .  Now, I don ' t  know, but  I assume t h a t ' s  t h e  way t h e  money was 
r a i s ed .  

Q: You. s a i d  church women's groups would have sewings? 

A: Oh, yes.  

Q: What i s  t h a t ?  

A: A l i ce  was Chahead of t h e  sewing group--or w e l l ,  I don ' t  t h i n k  they 
c a l l e d  i t  a sewing group, bu t  it was a missionary group--and they  sewed 
a l o t  and they  made garments t o  send overseas  and send t o  t h e  West. And 
one day we were u p s t a i r s  sewing i n  t h a t  b i g  house a t  829, and I looked ou t  
and t h e r e  w a s  a l i t t l e  e l e c t r i c  c a r  p u l l i n g  up i n  f r o n t  of the house and 
i t  was Mrs. Clin ton  Conkling, and s h e  was a b e a u t i f u l ,  b e a u t i f u l  woman. 
And she  was--had been--the head of t h i s  organiza t ion .  It w a s  j u s t  l i k e  
ou r  women's o rgan iza t ions  today, j u s t  doing t h e  same work. And she  got  
o u t ,  I went down and answered t h e  b e l l  and Al i ce  came down, and she  said  
she  wanted t o  t a l k  t o  h e r  a l i t t l e  while.  

She s a i d ,  w e l l ,  they  were having a meeting. Now, Al ice  hadri't happened 
t o  belong t o  t h a t ,  I don ' t  know why bu t  she d i d n ' t  o r  maybe she did--I 
cou ldn ' t  t e l l  you t h a t  f o r  sure .  But anyway, she s a i d  they 'd had t h e  
meeting and they  had e l e c t e d  h e r  t o  b e t h e n e x t  p re s iden t .  Well, she  
n e a r l y  f a i n t e d  f o r  she  w a s  p r e t t y  young. She d i d n ' t  know anything about 
conducting t h e  meetings o r  doing anything,  b u t  she  [ M r s .  Conkling] t a l k e d  
h e r  i n t o  i t .  

And I so w e l l  remember t h i s ,  t h a t  when she  had her first meeting, she 
s tood  up--she had a t a b l e  be fo re  her--and she  s a i d ,  "Well, 1 don' t  know 
much about  conducting meet ings,  bu t  I do know t h i s ,  t h a t  you can hear  a 
t h i n g  but  you c a n ' t  always remember it,  b u t  i t  h e l p s  you i f  you can see 
i t ,  so I ' m  sending down f o r  t h e  janitor1'--and he  w a s  a co lored  man and 
I ' v e  f o r g o t t e n  h i s  name and I can r e m a b e r  him we l l .  H e  brought a n i c e  
b i g  t a b l e  and pu t  i t  down i n  f r o n t  of her and a blackboard. "Now," she  

' 1  says ,  we're going t o  make a p lan  f o r  how we're going t o  make money and 
what we're  going t o  make it fo r . "  And they  s a i d  t h a t  she  r a i s e d  more 
money; and she  had a good s e c r e t a r y  f o r  h e r  money end, h e r  next  door 
neighbor and she  was a whiz. 

Q: Who was t h a t ?  

A: Her name w a s  Hunt. They were gone long ago. And they  s a i d ,  "Oh! my, 
we had a wonderful. . . . I '  And i t  changed th ings .  4 
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Q: So they  had sewings then.  Was t h a t  one of t h e i r  money r a i s i n g  th ings?  

A: Oh, yes. Sewings and they  d i d  everything.  And oh, they had wonderful 
d inne r s ,  because they  had wonderful food and they  were a l l  homemakers, cooks, 
you know. J u s t  l i k e  they  a r e  today. There i s n ' t  a g r e a t  d e a l  of d i f f e r e n c e  
except t h a t  today t h e r e  are so  many demands. Now i n  those  days, you had 
demands from your church and your home and a l i t t l e  s o c i a l  l i f e  and t h a t ' s  
about a l l  you had i n  my e a r l y  days. Now look,  sometimes when I read t h e  
b u l l e t i n  I wonder i f  we don ' t  ge t  t oo  many. Now, I don ' t  t h i n k  we do 
because they  would soon f i n d  t h a t  ou t ,  bu t  i t  j u s t  shows t h a t  t imes  have 
so  changed t h a t  you j u s t  c a n ' t  compare it. 

Q: Do you t h i n k  t h a t  people a r e  more rushed today,  then?  Is t h a t  what ' 
you mean, they 've got  more t h i n g s  t o  do s o  they  a r e  more rushed? 

A: Why, I don ' t  t h i n k  i t ,  I know it! I know i t  from my Mary and Mary's 
f r i e n d s .  And 05 course ,  when I was young--not so young--but I belonged 
t o  two o r  t h r e e  of them groups and we were always g e t t i n g  something up. 
One t ime I remember going o u t  t o  t h a t  f i r s t  p l ace  they b u i l t  f o r  t h e  
co lored  people t o  l i v e  on North Ninth S t r e e t ,  whatever t h e  name of i t  w a s .  
I ' v e  fo rgo t t en ;  i t ' s  s t i l l  the re .  And w e  promised t o  send ou t  t h e  c o f f e e  
f o r  t h e i r  meeting, and they  had a meeting once a month. 

Q: Is t h a t  t h e  Hay Homes? 

A: Hay Home. And then  w e  took up a c o n t r i b u t i o n  o r  something and always 
bought the  co f fee ,  and s o  I s a i d  I ' d  t a k e  t h e  c o f f e e  ou t .  I drove a c a r  
then.  It happened t o  be  one of t h e  c o l d e s t  w i n t e r s  we ever  had and one 
of t h e  very  wors t ,  and Al i ce  drove me  ou t  and I took t h e  c o f f e e  i n .  They 
was a l l  ready t o  , I ac t ed  l i k e  I d i d n ' t  s e e  i t .  And I s a i d  
t o  h e r ,  "Now, don ' t  come back for me"-- i t  w a s  a n  awful night.--"Don't come 
back f o r  me because I ' m  a f r a i d  you'd g e t  i n t o  t r o u b l e ,  t h i s  snow i s  g e t t i n g  
so deep, and you j u s t  s t a y  t h e r e  and I'll ge t  a t a x i  t o  come home." So she  
went home. 

Well, of course,  I was s h u t  up i n  t h a t  p lace .  And they  had a b i g  d inner  
and i n v i t e d  people from a l l  of t h e  churches t h a t  d i d  t h e  same t h i n g  only  
i t  was a Christmas p a r t y  or something, I don't know what i t  was f o r .  And 
when I got  ready--they began t o  break  up--and I thought ,  "Well, I m u s t  go 
and hunt  a te lephone so  I can g e t  a taxi. I c a n ' t  walk home." It was 
m i l e s ;  I was way up t h e r e  and I l i v e d  way ou t  here .  And i t  was l a t e  a t  
n i g h t ,  awful weather.  

And a gentleman came up and he s a i d ,  "Who's coming f o r  you?" Well, I 
s a i d ,  "Alice was coming, b u t  I t o l d  h e r  she  should not  come o u t ;  I was 
a f r a i d  dio have h e r  d r i v e  because she  c a n ' t  see." You couldn ' t  s e e  out  
t h e  s i d e  windows when you were d r iv ing .  And h e  s a i d ,  "You'll never  ge t  a 
t a x i .  You ' l l  never be a b l e  t o  g e t  a t a x i .  Now I l i v e o n  t h e  west end." 
And I didn't know him w e l l ,  but I knew who he w a s  and I knew h i s  w i fe  
s l i g h t l y ;  she belonged t o  t h e  l i t t l e  simple t h i n g s  t h a t  1 belonged tro, 
t h e  c i r c l e s  and t h a t .  And he  s a i d ,  "Now, you j u s t  come along.  We almost 
go by your house, and you can go home w i t h  us .  " I s a i d ,  "Oh my, I would 
be so g l ad  and so g r a t e f u l  t o  you." So w e  s e t t l e d  i t  t h a t  way, and Alice 
d i d n ' t  make any e f f o r t .  She knew she  c o u l d n k .  When w e  got  i n ,  I sat i n  
t h e  f r o n t  s e a t  w i th  M r .  Ha l l ,  you know Hr. Carol  Ha l l ?  
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Q: I don ' t  know him. 

A: Don' t you? Well, he  gave a l i t t l e  t a l k  h e r e  -the a t h e r  day and 4 
went down t o  hear  him. I d i d n ' t  know him i n t h a t e l y  and he d i d n ' t  tonow 
me a t  a l l ,  b u t  I d i d  know h i s  w i f e  a l i t t l e  b i t ,  j u s t  c a s u a l l y  throygh 
t h a t  kind of a connection. I s a t  i n  f r o n t  w i t h  him and as f a s t  a s  be 
[went], I d i d n ' t  know how he could see. You cou ldn ' t  s e e  through t h e  
g l a s s ,  and by t h e  t ime h i s  w i f e  got  i n t h e > b a c k  seat he  had picked up 
two more women and they  l i v e d  way, way ou t  i n  t h e  southeas t  p a r t  of 
town, miles ou t  t h e r e .  Well, I thought ,  "Well, if he  can g e t  everybody 
home s a f e l y ,  he 's  c e r t a i n l y  a smart man." But he  d id .  

I never  knew him we l1 ,bu tabou t  two weeks ago, I read on a l e a f l e t  he re  
t h a t  he was going t o  g ive  a t a l k  on h i s  t r a v e l s  and h e  is ,  I guess,  as 
t r a v e l e d  a man as t h e r e  i s  i n  S p r i n g f i e l d  today. Or ig ina l ly  h e  taught  
i n  h igh  school  he re ,  and he decided,  yea r s  ago of course ,  t h a t  he wasn't 
going t o  do t h a t  a l l  h i s  l i f e  so he  took up insurance.  He thought he  
would t r y  and b u i l d  a l i t t l e  insurance  agency, and he  s t a r t e d  t h e  Horace 
Mann Insurance Company. 

Q: Just a l i t t l e  agency. 

A: Yes. And he 'was t h e  f i r s t  p r e s i d e n t ,  and then  of course,  now he  i s  on 
t h e  board, I guess.  I don ' t  t h i n k  he has  so  much a c t i v i t y  i n  i t ,  but  he 
has a b i g  job, a b i g  p l ace  i n  i t ;  h e ' s  t h e  bead. He's no t the lp re s iden t  
now. And he t a l k e d  he re ,  and someone s i t t i n g  next  t o  me s a i d ,  "Do you 
know him?" And I s a i d ,  "Well, I don ' t  know him personal ly ."  And I d i d n ' t  
have a chance t o  r e f e r  t o  t h a t  episode o r  I would have. There were so  
many people around. But I guess  t h e r e  i s  no p l ace  on t h i s  e a r t h  t h a t  they  
haven' t gone. 

Q: You mentioned tha tyouwarked  i n  insurance?  

A: I w a s  w i th  t h e  Frankl in  [ L i f e  Insurance Company] f o r  many years .  

Q: When you f i n i s h e d  t h e  e i g h t h  grade,  d id  you have any more school  
a f t e r  t h a t ?  

A: Not much. No, I . . . 
Q: Did you go t o  h igh  school  a t  a l l ?  

A: No, I d i d n ' t  go t o  any h ighe r  school  than  t h e  h igh  school.  And ' I  
went and got a job and then  I got i n t o  t h e  F rank l in  L i f e ,  and how I got 
i n ,  I c a n ' t  t e l l  you t h a t  because I 've fo rgo t t en .  But I began a lowly 
c h a r a c t e r  and I ended up as t h e i r  ch i e f  reader .  

Q: Chief r eade r?  

A: Yes, bu t  t h a t ' s  no t  t h e  name f o r  i t .  The p o l i c i e s ,  t h e  appl icaCions 
t h a t  come in--and of course ,  t h e  company wasn ' t  as l a r g e  then--they were 
brought t o  my desk; I had a l i t t l e  p r i v a t e  room, and I reviewed them. And 
I got  so  t h a t  I knew p r e t t y  much about  a i lmen t s  and ages.  I d o n ' t  know how 
I l earned  it bu t  1 knew i t ,  and i f  I thought t h e r e  was any ques t ion  about 
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i t ,  then  I put  i n  i n  another  p i l e  and i t  went up t o  another  reviewing 
board of t h e  more exper t  people i n  t h e  upper f l o o r .  Then I went from 
t h a t  and got  a good s a l a r y  and made a l i v i n g  and had a happy l i f e  and 
knew a l l  of them. Knew a l l  t h e  p r e s i d e n t s  and t h e  e x p e r t s  s i n c e  they  
were a l l  my f r i e n d s .  

Q: What ~ o m p a n y w a s ~ t h i s  f o r ?  

A: Frankl in  L i f e .  

Q: Was t h a t  your f i r s t  job when you s t a r t e d  working f o r  Frankl in  L i f e ?  

A: Yes, I ' v e  never  worked f o r  anybody e l s e .  

Q: Do you remember what year  i t  was t h a t  you s t a r t e d  working f o r  them? 

A: I haven ' t  the f a i n t e s t  idea .  

Q: Was i t  1920? 

A: Oh, I cou ldn ' t  t e l l  you. I ' v e  o f t e n  thought--well, I was very  c a r e l e s s  
about a l o t  of t h ings .  Most people pu t  down a d a t e  of when they  went h e r e  
and when they  went t h e r e ,  b u t  I never d id .  

Q: Was i t  be fo re  your mother d i ed  o r  a f t e r p a t r  mother d i ed?  

A: Oh, it  w a s  be fo re  she  died.  Long be fo re  she  died.  Long be fo re  she  
d ied  and she d i ed  i n  . . . was i n  1967? Well, I c a n ' t  remember. No, I 
don ' t  remember. 

I went ou t  t o  g e t  t h e  r eco rds  a t  t h e  cemetery a year  ago o r  so. I thought 
my f a t h e r  and mother 's  grave s t o n e s  had been t h e r e  so long and you c a n ' t  
read them very  w e l l ,  so I wanted t o  have them done over ,  and I haven ' t  
done it yet ,  but  I was wa i t i ng  u n t i l  something e l s e  happened, I ' v e  
f o r g o t t e n  what i t  was. But before  my mother d i ed ,  she  bought a b e a u t i f u l  
s tone!  This  b i g  square rock;  i t  wasn't  brown, i t  was gray. Lovely s tone ,  
and i t  had j u s t  t h e  name Shepherd on t h i s  s i d e  and Shepherd on t h a t  s i d e .  
And t h e y ' r e  so  bad now y o u a d t [ r e a d  them]. Oh, she  l i v e d  long a f t e r  I 
wasout  a t  Frankl in  L i f e .  I w a s  ve ry  young then.  

Q: You were very  young when you s t a r t e d  t o  work? 

A: Oh, yes ,  very young. 

Q: Were you twenty, y e t ,  do you th ink?  

A: Well, I cou ldn ' t  t e l l  you. I must have been c l o s e  t o  i t  because I 
don ' t  t h i n k  I could g e t  through school  much be fo re  seventeen o r  e ighteen .  

Q: So you d i d  go t o  h igh  school?  Af t e r  t h e  e i g h t h  grade,  you went on t o  
a h igh  school  and took a few years?  

A: Oh, yes.  I went through high school  and graduated from high  school.  
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Q: Which h igh  school  d id  you go t o ?  Was t h e r e  more than  one? 

A: There was only  one. Tha t ' s  t h e  one on t h e  r a i l r o a d  ' t r acks  down ' 
t he re .  It w a s  on Fourth S t r e e t .  

Q: The o l d  Spr ing f i e ld  High School? 

A: The o l d  Spr ing f i e ld  High School. That ' s  where I got my h igher  
educat ion.  Under M r .  H e l m l e ,  he  was t h e  p r i n c i p a l .  

Q: Oh, oh, I thought he w a s  a t  Trapp School. Oh, I got confused. 

A: No, M r .  Helmle w a s  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  of t h e  h i g h  school ,  

Q: I see .  

A: I c a n ' t  remember t h e  name of t h e  man, I can s e e  him but  I c a n ' t  
remember h i s  name, t h e  Trapp School man. H e  always looked l i k e  he was 
c reeping  around, and he  w a s  a gerktle man and h e  never wanted t o  h u r t  
anybody. I d o n ' t  imagine he w a s  so ve ry  e f f i c i e n t ,  bu t  I guess i t  was 
thought f o r  t h a t  day he  w a s  a l l  r i g h t .  

Q: What kind of d i s c i p l i n e  was t h e r e  i n  Trapp School? 

A: About a s  good as i t  i s  now, I th ink .  

Q: How d i d  they  make you behave? I f  you d i d  something they  thought was 
wrong, what d i d  they  do t o  you? 

A: I c a n ' t  t e l l  you, because I ' v e  had no con tac t  w i th  t h e  schools  of today. 

Q: Well, bu t  when you were i n  school ,  what d i d  they  do? 

A: Oh, w e l l .  You s a t  up s t r a i g h t  and i f  you d i d n ' t ,  you got  s e n t  ou t  i n  
t h e  h a l l  o r  r epo r t ed  i n  a n o t e  s e n t  home t o  yaur  family. So f a r  a s  I know 
they  d i d n ' t  punish people t h a t  1 eve r  heard o f .  

Q: No co rpora l  punishment? 

A: No, no co rpora l  punishment t h a t  I ever  heard o f ,  I don ' t  t h ink  so. 
I f  you d idn ' t  do what you should do and were t o l d  t o  do and p e r s i s t  
then  I think your p a r e n t s  were n o t i f i e d ,  and I don' t  know how they  
turned o u t ,  

Q: It never  happened t o  you? 

A: No, i t  never  happened t o  me. ( l augh te r )  I don ' t  th ink .  . . . W e l l ,  
I 'll t e l l  you, c h i l d r e n  of t h a t  day d i d n ' t  expect--they d i d n ' t  have t h e i r  
minds on so many o t h e r  t h ings .  Today they  t h i n k ,  "Well now, I c a n ' t  
s tudy because I have t o  go1'--we have f o o t b a l l  and we have b a s e b a l l  
have ice ska t ing ,  and they  have a l l  of t h e s e  s p o r t s .  They d i d n ' t  h TJd e we 
t h e  s p o r t s  then.  Your ch ief  en ter ta inment  w a s  i n  your school  f o l k s .  So 
f a r  a s  I can remember they  were a ve ry  wall-behaved crew, but: they had 
some t e a c h e r s  t h a t  saw t o  i t .  
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Q: Oh, yes?  

A: Yes. But I don ' t  t h i n k  they  eve r  had co rpo ra l  punishment o r  anything 
l i k e  t h a t .  

Q: Did you have, l i k e ,  a r e c e s s  i n  t h e  middle of t h e  morning? 

A: Yes. Oh yes ,  w e  had a recess i n  t h e  morning and t h a t ' s  when I can 
s e e  M i s s  S e l l  learfing ou t  t h e  window r ing ing  t h e  b e l l ,  r e c e s s  w a s  over ,  
and then  everybody scrambling t o  ge t  i n  t h e  door f i r s t  t o  g e t  up t o  t h e i r  
desks,  you know. 

Q: Did you say  you had a g i r l s '  playground and a boys'  playground? 

A: Yes, we had two. 

Q: You were separa ted?  What d i d  you do on t h e  playground? What kind 
of games d i d  you p lay?  

A: Oh, I don ' t  know what the g i r l s  d i d .  J u s t ,  I t h i n k  so f a r  as I can 
remember, they  j u s t  ran.  I don ' t  know. ( laughs)  

Q: Do you remember games l i k e  maybe . . . 
A: Well, they d i d n ' t  have any games where i t  was set up, croquet  o r  
anything. I t h i n k  i t w a s m o s t l y  running. That was a l l  I can remember. 

J u s t  wear youselves ou t .  

Wear youselves ou t .  It w a s  only a few minutes,  you know. 

Did you have c roquet  a t  home? 

No, we d i d n ' t .  We d i d n ' t  have e i t h e r  one. 

What d i d  you p lay?  

I never w a s  game conscious;  I don ' t  p l ay  b r idge  today. 

You d i d n ' t  p l ay  games? 

I don ' t  p lay  games. 

Q: How d i d  you p lay  as a c h i l d ?  Do you remember what you and your f r i e n d s  
would do when you would get t oge the r?  

A: Well, we sewed. We d i d  fancy work. 

Q: A s  c h i l d r e n  you sewed? 

A: Yes. We made c h i l d r e n ' s  c l o t h e s ;  w e  had d o l l s ;  we had d o l l s .  Oh, 
w e  had two d o l l s  t h a t  were brought from England made by my g randfa the r ' s  
sisters i n  London. And I have never  seen such sewing. They were wax 
d o l l s ;  they  were about t h a t  b ig .  
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Q: Sixteen  o r  e ighteen  inches  long? 

A: Oh yes ,  they  were b i g  d o l l s ,  b i g  d o l l s .  And they  made t h e  l i t t l e - - I  
never w i l l  f o r g e t ,  And they  were a l l  wax, even t h e  l egs .  And they  had 
l i t t l e  shoes. And I remember t h a t  one had blond h a i r  and one had--no, 
had b l u e  eyes and t h e  o t h e r  had brown eyes  and they  opened and shu t .  I 
got t h e  brown-eyed one. I thought I a l w a y s g a t t h e  b e t t e r  of t h e  d e a l ,  
because t h e  blue-eyed one I d i d n ' t  th inkwas  q u i t e  so p r e t t y .  Those 
d o l l s ,  we never  got them ou t .  And they  had made p e t t i c o a t s  f o r  them 
and you never s a w  such l i t t l e  hems, whole rows. And t h e  s t i t c h e s  and 
l i t t l e  l a c e .  Maybe have two of t hose ,  and then  an  embroidered f l a n n e l ,  
sca l loped  and set i n .  And then  t h e  d r e s s ,  and i t  w a s  a beauty! Oh, 
b e a u t i f u l  sewing, I never saw anything l i k e  i t .  Well, we never took 
those  d o l l s  o u t ,  on ly  on s t a t e  occasions!  

Q: S t a t e  occasions.  

A: And t h e  l a s t  I ever  saw of t hose  d o l l s  was n o t  too  long ago. W e  had 
a box t h a t  f i t  them and w e  always kept  them i n ;  and t h e  c h i l d r e n ,  a s  they 
came a long ,  would look a t  them, but  they were p a s t  p ick ing  up because t h e  
sawdust was coming out  of t h e i r  a rmpi t s  and t h e  noses had f l a t t e n e d  w i t h  
t h e  h e a t  of t h e  many y e a r s  and t h e  wax had go t t en  o f f  of one cheek. 

So, I was having a  d r e s s  made one day by a f r i e n d .  And we were t a l k i n g  
about--she c o l l e c t e d  c u r i o s i t i e s  and t h i n g s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  d o l l s .  And I 
s a i d ,  " W e l l ,  I ' v e  got a p a i r  of d o l l s  a t  home. I don ' t  t h i n k  anything 
can b e  done wi th  them and t h e r e ' s  no one t o  make them f o r ,  bu t  they  were 
wonders i n  t h e i r  day when w e  f i r s t  rece ived  them and we had them many, 
many years ."  And she  s a i d ,  "Oh, I ' d  l i k e  t o  s e e  them." So I took them 
down t o  h e r  and she  s a i d ,  "Well, you know, I have a g r e a t  d e a l  of work 
done i n  S t .  Louis  and t h e  next  time I go down, I ' m  going t o  t a k e  them 
wi th  m e  and see i f  they  could r e s t o r e  them." But they  couldn't--I  d o n ' t  
t h i n k  they  could,  and I never heard anyth ing  more of them. 

Q: So s h e  has  them now? 

A: Well, s h e ' s  dead. She d i ed  a year  o r  so  ago and I never knew what 
became of them. But they  were of no use  t o  me, and i f  she  could g e t  them 
r e s t o r e d  and wanted them, I w a s  very  g lad  f o r  h e r  t o  have them. 

Q: Did you have o t h e r  d o l l s  t h a t  you d i d  t a k e  ou t  and p l ay  wi th?  

A: Oh yes. Oh my, yes. And w e  had Rasie! 

Q: T e l l  m e  about Rosie. 

A: Oh, Rosie. You're no t  g e t t i n g  a l l ' o f  t h a t  i n  the re?  

Q: It 's j u s t  e x a c t l y  what I want. T e l l  m e  about  your d o l l .  

A: You're n o t  going t o  p r i n t  i t  are you? 

Q: We'll see. 



Mary Shepherd 2 8 

A: Don't p r i n t  much of i t  because i t  sounds so  s i l l y .  ~ o n ' t  do i t  
because i f  you do, I j u s t  won't l i k e  you. (chuckles)  

Q: Okay. But t e l l  m e  about Rosie t h e  d o l l .  

A: Ros2e was Mary's d o l l .  Wasn't i t  Mary? No, Barbara ' s  d o l l .  

Q: Was Barbara a f r i e n d  of yours? 

A: No, t h e r e ' s  Mary and she  has a daughter ,  Barbara,  and Barbara had a 
doll--how does i t  go? Now you see ,  t h a t  j u s t  shows I ' m  g e t t i n g  o l d .  
Mary . . . where d id  Rosie come in?  

Q: Was Rosie one of your d o l l s  when you were a c h i l d ?  

A: NO, no, I was an  o l d  l ady  be fo re  Rosie came on t h e  s t age .  Anyway, 
Rosie came on. And Al i ce  and I were i n  Kresge 's  store--going through 
t h e r e  f o r  something o r  other--and w e  passed t h e  d o l l  s e c t i o n  and we s a w  
t h i s  d o l l  and she  s tood  t h i s  high. And she  looked j u s t  a s  b i g  a s  a baby. 
And she  had a whi te  tucked d r e s s  on a n d a l i t t l e  bonnet,  and she had t h e  
r o s i e s t  cheeks I eve r  s a w ,  and she  had such a smi l ing  face .  Well, Al ice  
s a i d ,  "Did you eve r  s e e  anything a s  s w e e t  a s  t ha t ? "  And she was b i g  
enough f o r  a c h i l d  t o  c a r r y  and t h i n k  she had a baby holding,  no t  a doll. 
So she  s a i d ,  "I'm going t o  look over  t h e r e  and look a t  her . "  So she  went. 

And i t  shows how long ago i t  was; she  asked what they wanted Ear i t  and 
she  said--the c l o t h e s  were cheap c l o t h e s  bu t  they  were a t t r ac t ive - - she  
s a i d ,  "Oh, a d o l l a r . "  I guess ,  I t h i n k  they  was going t o  sel l  them f o r  
a d o l l a r .  So she  s a i d ,  "Well, h e r e ' s  your d o l l a r . "  And she  says ,  "You 
d o n t t  need t o  wrap he r .  I'm going t o  o u t f i t  her ."  And so  s h e  took Rosie; 
she  w a s  j u s t  l i k e  a c h i l d ,  she  put  h e r  over h e r  head and she  w a s  as b i g  a s  
a baby's  head, and she was smi l ing  and smi l ing  a t  everybody t h a t  met her. 
And one woman t o r e  up t o  h e r  be fo re  she  found t h e  p l ace  where she  was 
going t o  buy c l o t h e s  f o r  her--good c l o t h e s  f o r  Rosie--and she  sa id ,  "Oh, 
wbere d i d  you g e t  t h a t  d o l l ? "  She s a i d ,  "Well, they  had them up f o r  sale 
up there ."  "Well," she  says, " I ' m  s u r e  going back t h e r e  and g e t  one, i f  
they  have any more." 

So A l i c e  went t o  t h e  p l ace  where they  o u t f i t t e d  bab ie s  and she  bought 
d re s ses ,  and be fo re  they  got  through they  had a c i r c l e  of people who were 
h igh ly  e n t e r t a i n e d .  Oh, s h e  bought t h e  l i t t l e  pan t s  and p e t t i c o a t s  and 
p r e t t y  d r e s s e s  and a d a r l i n g  l i t t l e  bonnet,  t i e d  it on h e r ,  and a l l  t h e  
t i m e  Rosie 's  smi l ing  away--and we c a l l e d  he r  Rosie because h e r  cheeks were 
so  rosy. And how Barbara loved he r .  Oh, she  j u s t  loved Rosie. If she 
saw any c h i l d  coming over  t o  p lay  t h a t  was kind of rough on d o l l s ,  she  
always f lew ahead and got  Rosie and put  h e r  away. She wouldn't l e t  them, 
because some c h i l d r e n  are awful ly  rough wi th  th ings .  Now, 1 don ' t  want you 
t o  print a l l  t h a t  s t u f f ,  p l e a s e  don ' t .  

Q: When you were a l i t t l e  g i r l ,  d i d  you work i n  t h e  morning? You know, do 
some chores  i n  t h e  morning and then  have your a f t e rnoons  t o  p lay?  

A: A t  home? 
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Q: Yes, when you were a l i t t l e  g i r l .  

A: No, we.  . . . Oh, yes ,  I could sweep a l i t t l e  and cook a l i t t l e .  
J u s t  l i k e  any o rd ina ry  person would. I d i d n ' t  have t o ,  because my 
mother d i d  most of t h e  cooking. And w e  always happened t o  have t h e  
good l u c k  t o  get--we had a co lored  man t h a t  i f  t h e r e  w a s  any heavy 
work t o  be done. . . . She used t o  g e t  s o  mad a t  him. H e  cou ldn ' t  
s e e  very  w e l l ,  squ in ted .  We d i d n ' t  know h i s  name and h e  came t h e r e  
once as a poor f o r l o r n  t h i n g s a n d  she  c a l l e d  him Squinty. Then he got  
i n  the h a b i t ,  he  came every  morning for b r e a k f a s t  when my mother and I 
were having b reak fas t .  We'd hea r  a tap--we had a long porch c l e a r  ac ros s  
t h e  back of t h e  house, a l a t t i c e  porch and then  t h e  door on theou t s ide - -  
we'd hear  a l i t t l e  t a p  and my mdther would say, "There's t h a t  Squinty. 
Now, I am no t  going t o  g e t  up and go and f i x  h i s  b r e a k f a s t  aga in .  I'm 
j u s t  n o t  going t o  do it." I wouldn't say anything;  I ' d  go on e a t i n g  my 
b reak fas t ,  b u t  she 'd  b e  g e t t i n g  up and going t o  t h e  s k i l l e t .  She'd f i x  
him a p l a t e  of eggs and p o t a t o e s a r w h a t e v e r  she  was cooking. Eggs and 
bacon, and she'd say, "here," real rough. (chuckles)  But he'd b e  bock 
t h e  next  morning. 

Q: Was t h a t  a f t e r  A l i ce  was marr ied? 

A: Oh, yes ,  she  was marr ied and my mother and I l i v e d  t h e r e ,  long a f t e r  
A l i ce  was marr ied.  Mary w a s  marr ied i n  t h e  b i g  house. 

Q: Mary was A l i c e ' s  daughter?  

A: Yes, Al ice ' s  daughter ,  and Barbara i s  Mary's daughter .  

0: Okay, now 1 've  got  t h a t  s t r a i g h t .  

A: And Barbara i s  t h e  one t h a t  had Rosie. 

Q: Yes. When d i d  Al i ce  g e t  marr ied? Was it about  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  you 
went t o  work o r  l a t e r  than t h a t ?  

A: Oh, I guess i t  was, I c a n ' t  remember. I remember ou r  wedding d re s ses ,  
and we were marr ied i n  t h e  Second P resby te r i an  Church. And our  br idesmaids,  
we only  had two, and i t  w a s  a n  awful ly  p r e t t y  wedding. She made the--I 
t h i n k  my mother. . . . No, s h e  d i d n ' t  make t h e  d re s ses ;  we had a f r i e n d  
t h a t  sewed for  a l i v i n g ,  she  w a s  a n  expe r t ,  and she  made t h e  [do t t ed ]  
s w i s s  d r e s ses .  They were a l l  tucks  and then  we  wore r ibbons ,  sashes ,  
over.  And then ,  of course,  w e  looked s o  a l i k e ,  you know, that .  . . . 
Well, I wasn't  marching i n  h e r  wedding process ion  b u t  I was t h e r e ,  and 
1 had a d r e s s ,  I was a bridesmaid. She had t h a t  d r e s s  and then  w e  had 
a f r i e n d  who w a s  a very high-colored gir l - -she w a s  a school  teacher--and 
she  made a dress f o r  h e r ,  too .  It was a p r e t t y  wedding, nothing v e r y  
important .  But w e  have had long l i v e s  and happy l i ves  and nothing 
astounding. 

Q: Was t h a t  wedding a t  t h e  Second P resby te r i an  Church on Fourth and 
Adams, o r  something l i k e  t h a t ?  

A: Yes, t h e  Second Presbyter ian  Church on Fourth and Adams, yes ,  i sn ' t  
i t .  Y e s .  Oh, i t ' s  a long,  long t ime ago. They're a l l  a s l e e p  and s a f e  
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and I ' m  g lad ,  and I ' m  g lad  every day t h a t  A l i ce  i s n ' t  he re  t o  see m e .  
Sunday, t h i s  p a s t  Sunday, was the  f i r s t  day, I th ink ,  s i n c e  I had fallen-- 
and t h a t  was on January t h e  5 th .  O f  course ,  I have had premonit ions t h a t  
I might have t o  make a change, f o r  I ' v e  had some ve ry  bad f a l l s ,  e n t i r e l y  
unexpected, no reason f o r  them! 

Q: I t h i n k  I ' m  going t o  t u r n  t h i s  o f f ,  now. 

A: Yes, t u r n  it o f f .  One time . . . 

End of S ide  Two, Tape One 

Q: Do you remember t r o l l e y  ca r s?  

A: Sure, I do. I rode on them. We would--they r a n  ou t  North Grand 
Avenue. They w e r e  l i t t l e  bunchy th ings .  And t h e  seats ran  sideways, 
they  d i d n ' t  go i n  an  a i s l e  and t h i s  way. They were j u s t  a c a r ,  and t h e  
s e a t  back was h e r e  and p,eople clambered on and s a t  back t o  back. And I 
can remember g e t t i n g  on them and s i t t i n g  up. I was ve ry ,  very  young 
then. And t h a t  was t h e  camping grounds of some of t h e  s o l d i e r s ;  I 
cou ldn ' t  t e l l  you where they  came from, from t h e  s t a t e  of I l l i n o i s .  

Q: Way up n o r t h  on Grand? 

A: Oh, im t h e  s t a t e  someplace; I don ' t  know where they  came from, b u t  
they  were t h e r e  anyway, and they  had t e n t s  and c e r t a i n  cont ingencies  
s tayed  here .  And they  s tayed  t h e r e  and they  would have parades,  and I 
suppose they  s tud ied  how t o  shoot  and a l l  t h a t ,  I couldn ' t  t e l l  you. 
They had a b i g  range, r i f l e  range, ou t  t h e r e  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  and, oh, they  
had a l l  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  would make f o r  s o l d i e r i n g  educat ion,  you know. 
And w e  were too  l i t t l e  t o  know ve ry  much about  i t ,  b u t  w e  d i d  know a11  
about t h e  s t r e e t c a r s  because w e  used t o  go up w i t h  an o lde r  aun t .  An 
aunt  used t o  t a k e  us  out  when w e  w e r e  l i t t l e  b i t  of t h ings  and she 'd  
p i t c h  u s  onto t h a t  l i t t l e  bus and o f f  we'd go. And then  t h e r e  were young 
l a r k s ,  you know, i n  amongst t h e  s o l d i e r s  and they  thought i t w a s l o t s  of 
fun, and they 'd  just--and i t  r a n  on a t r o l l e y ,  j u s t  one t r o l l e y ,  you 
h o w .  It had a w i r e  and a wheel t h a t  went along. Well, they  knew how 
t o  miss t ha t  wheel and they 'd just climb up on t h e  s i d e s  and ends and go 
over  i t  and come down on t h e  o t h e r  s ide .  And, oh, w e  thought t h a t  was 
awful ly funny. 

Q: Climb a l l  over  it whi l e  itwae:mov&ng? 

A: Yes. 
i 

Q: Oh, my goodness. 

A: It was just: a very  sma l l  a f f a i r ,  you know, It j u s t  had one t h i p g  
t h a t  went up and touched what c a r r i e d  t h e  cu r r en t .  Well, they  were 
smart enough t o  s t a y  a t  t h e  ends,  you know. They never  touched tha  
T guess.  I'm s u r e  I cou ldn ' t  t e l l  you anyth ing  more about  i t  than  
Then they 'd come out t h e r e  t o  what w a s  t h e  campgrounds, i t  w a s  c a l l  
then.  
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Q: Was t h a t  Camp Tanner? 

A: No. 

Q: No? That wasn ' t  Camp Tanner? 

A: No. I don ' t  know what t h e  name of  i t  was, whether i t  had a name. 
It w a s  r e a l l y  ou t  i n  t h e  country. It seemed so t o  us .  And i t  was; i t  
was a long ways out .  I t ' s  a l l  merchandise now, a l l  s o r t s  of t h ings ,  homes 
and every th ing  e l s e .  And thea they  would g e t  o f f  and, I suppose, go some- 
p l a c e  and they 'd  £ o m  a parade and they had a band. The one t h a t  w a s  
s t a t i o n e d  t h e r e  had a l i t t l e  band and i t ' d  come t o o t i n g  a c r o s s  t h a t  g r e a t  
b i g  f i e l d - - i t  was a pas tu re ,  a good f i e l d ,  a b i g  one. And they 'd blow 
and t o o t ,  and, oh, we j u s t  thought t h a t  was - the  most wonderful music we'd 
ever  heard.  And w e ' d  hea r  them and then  t h a t  w a s  about  a11  I ever--1 
never  went back u n t i l .  . . . They had horses ;  sometimes they had people 
show, o r  dr i l l - -you know how they  d r i l l  some horses .  It wasn ' t  a b i g  
a f f a i r ,  b u t  i t  was . . . 
Q: Was t h a t  something t h a t  a l o t  of people  went t o  s e e  f o r  eh ter ta inment?  

A: Oh, everybody i n  town could go t o  i t .  It was no admittance; you j u s t  
got on t h a t  l i t t l e  t r o l l e y  and went ou t  and t h e r e  were no g a t e s  nor  yards  
nor t h i n g s  t o  keep you ou t  and everybody went i n .  Then we'd all s tand  up 
i n  a l i n e  u n t i l  t h e  band and t h e  people who l i v e d  t h e r e ,  t h e  s o l d i e r s ,  
formed, and then  they 'd start bing-banging on t h e i r  drums and then  they 'd  
march. Oh, we thought t h a t  w a s  wonderful. That's a l l  I knew about t h a t .  

Q: Was t h a t  mostly j u s t  i n  t h e  summertime? 

A: Oh yes.  They couldn ' t  do it i n  win ter .  I suppose they  cou ldn ' t ,  b u t  
I guess t h e r e  were some t h e r e ;  I don ' t  know. 

Q: It wouldn't  be  much fun t o  watch i n  win ter .  

A: No, i t  wouldn't b e  much fun. No, i t  wouldn't  b e  any fun ,  e i t h e r ,  
because w e  thought t h e  f u n n i e s t  t h i n g  was t o  see t h e s e  l a r k s ,  t h e s e  young 
boys, you know, f l y i n g  over  t h e  s t r e e t c a r .  Well, t h a t ' s  a l l  1 know about  
t h e  s t r e e t c a r .  

Q: Did you use  s t r e e t c a r s  f o r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  when you w e r e  o l d e r  t o  go 
around town t o  v a r i o u s  th ings?  

A: Yes, I t h i n k  we d id .  I don' t  have much r e c o l l e c t i o n  of t h a t  kind of 
t r anspor t a t ion .  I really cou ldn ' t  t e l l  you much about t h a t .  

Q: What kind of you remember? 

A: Well, I think I remember t h a t  we d i d n ' t  t r a v e l  l i k e  we do today, you 
know. We had a c i r c l e  of f r i e n d s  and they  walked a g r e a t  dea l ,  then.  
The town w a s  small and they  walked t o  see t h e i r  f r i e n d s  and they  walked 
t o  church and t o  t h e i r  l i t t l e  luncheons and p a r t i e s ,  and they  had l o t s  
of them and they  were love ly ,  because they  were a love ly  l o t  of people. 
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And they  enjoyed family l i f e ;  they d i d n ' t  t r a v e l  l i k e  they do today, I 
c a n ' t  remember anyth ing  about t h e  c i t y ' s  s t r e e t c a r s  and a l l ,  becaus 
never  got on because every p l ace  I went t h a t  1 can remember a f t e r  
walk, I walked, except when we went ou t  t he re .  

Q: Was i t  a sign of s o c i a l  s t a t u s  t o  have a buggy? 

A: Oh, it  w a s  a g r e a t  one! Yes, t h e  Luggs had them and a l o t  of t h e  
lawyers.  We knew who they were; they  w e r e ,  of course ,  q u i t e  a few s t e p s ,  
s o c i a l l y ,  ahead of us. But they d i d  know us.  I t h i n k  i t  w a s  becauoe we 
looked a l i k e  and were reasonably p l easan t  and went t o  t h e  same church-- 
many of them did--that we'd go t o ,  and s o  I ' d  know them. And by t h e  way, 
s i n c e  you've been he re ,  I thought of you r i g h t  away. Do you remember m e  
t a l k i n g  about M r .  C l in ton  Conkling, whowax-the f i r s t  e l d e r  t h a t  I have-- 
now, I don ' t  know i f  he was t h e  f i r s t  one bu t  he  w a s i n o u r  church when I 
w a s i n b a b y  c l o t h e s  and long d re s ses .  And I saw by t h e  paper t h e  o t h e r  
day t h a t  Katherine,  h i s  daughter--he had two daughters ,  Georgia, who w a s  
t h e  most b e a u t i f u l  woman I t h i n k  l e v e r  saw. Oh, she  looked j u s t  l i k e  h e r  
mother. Katherine looked j u s t  l i k e  h e r  f a t h e r  who w a s  a t a l l  s i x - foo te r ,  
gangly and had no--he cou ldn ' t  c la im beauty,  b u t  he  had d i s t i n c t i o n ,  And 
everybody l i k e d  him; he  w a s  a ve ry  f i n e  gentleman, and she  was j u s t  a s  n i c e  
as she could be. And I can  remember h e r  i n  Sunday School. She wasn ' t  i n  
t h e  Sunday School c l a s s  I w a s  i n ,  b u t  I remember M i s s  Katherine Conkling, 
how everybody loved her .  And she  married--she must have marr ied a 
m i l l i o n a i r e  o r  two o r  t h r e e  of them, because she d i ed  last week a t  age  
100 i n  P i t t sbu rgh ,  Pennsylvania.  I s a w  i t  i n  t h e  paper.  So you see, 
she  w a s  j u s t  about our  age--my age. I always say o u r s ,  you know, I ' m  
accustomed t o  t a l k i n g  i n  p l u r a l s .  

Q: Since you ' re  a p l u r a l ,  s i n c e  you',re a twin. 

A: ( l augh te r )  Y e s .  Well, t h a t ' s  all I know. And I knew you wouldn't  
n o t i c e  i t .  But I had fo rgo t t en .  But I remember t h a t  t h e  b e a u t i f u l  one 
had, I th ink ,  a good deal of m a r i t a l  t roub le .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  h e r  f i t s t - - I  
don ' t  know who she marr ied b u t  as I remember i t ,  it wasn't  a very  satis- 
f a c t o r y  marr iage and whether she  s tayed  wi th  i t  o r  whether she  marr ied 
a g a i n  o r  whether she  d i ed ,  I cou ldn ' t  t e l l  you. I don ' t  know when 
Conkling d ied .  But I can  remember h e r  w e l l ,  coming down t o  our  hou e t o  
get Alice  t o  be t h e  head of t h e  Ladies  Home Soc ie ty ,  which she took 
Made a g r e a t  success  of i t ,  too.  

T" 
Q: Can you desc r ibe  t o  m e  howtheupper  s o c i a l  c l a s s e s  of people behaved 
d i f f e r e n t l y  from your c l a s s ?  

A: Well, they d i d n ' t  do much e l s e .  They went t o  t h e  Cha t t e r ton ' s  Opera 
House, and they  a l l  had book c l u b s  and a g r e a t  many sewing c i r c l e s  where 
they--and they  d id ,  I t h i n k ,  a good d e a l  of work. Now I d i d n ' t  e n t e r  i n t o  
it,  w e  d i d n ' t ,  but I know they  d id  have c i r c l e s  where they  sewed f o r .  Like 
f o r  t h e  Home of the Fr i end le s s ,  f o r  people who needed t h i n g s ,  and I t h i n k  
t h a t  w a s  t h e i r  ch i e f  occupat ion.  And going t o  church w a s  t h e  b i g  t h i n g  
f o r  w e  had church. The women of t h e  church always cooked t h e  b i g  d inne r s  
then ,  you know. 

Q: And a l l t hewomen  d id  i t ?  It wasn't  just: t h e  middle-class women? 
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A: No, anybody who w a s  a ve ry  a c t i v e  member. Now, my mother was n p e r  
what you'd c a l l  an a c t i v e  church woman. She had a family t o  look a f t e r  
and she 'd  go t o  church, b u t  she d i d n ' t  t a k e  any a c t i v e  p a r t ,  n o t  as much 
a s  we d i d  a f t e r  we grew up. But she  d i d n ' t  have t h e  oppor tuni ty  t h a t  we 
d id .  She s tayed  home and got  n i c e  d inne r s ,  and when I f i r s t  l earned  t o  
d r i v e  a c a r ,  I spent  s o  much of my time--she was e v e r l a s t i n g l y  f i n d i n g  
somebody thatv@&hungry, and t h e r e  was p l e n t y  of them. And she  was a 
wonderful cook.' W e l l ,  she'd say,  " W e l l ,  I know you ought t o  go and ge t  
her .  She h a s n ' t  probably had anyone t o  t a l k  t o  o r  anyth ing ,  and you go 
g e t  h e r  and b r i n g  h e r  down, now, f o r  a good dinner ."  

W e l l ,  one of them was about s i x  f e e t  t a l l ,  a long, t h i n  l ank  woman. She 
l i v e d  on North S ix th  S t r e e t  someplace. And I drove--had a two s e a t e r  
c a r ,  ( laughs)  T cou ldn ' t  g e t  he r  i n  i f  I hadn ' t .  And, oh, she  was s o  
happy. But, she  was a l i t t l e  c r i p p l e d  and she'd lunge i n  t h e  back and 
grab the--get i n t o  t h e  back s e a t  and then  I ' d  g e t a - h o l d  of her  s e a t  and 
I ' d  push and push and ge t  t h a t  r e a r  end in .  But, oh, she  d id  love  t o  
come down. 

And then  we had a couple of awful ly n i c e  people;  they weren ' t  poverty 
s t r i c k e n  people but  they  had i l l n e s s .  And she  was e t e r n a l l y  sending 
tham. . . . She l i k e d  t o  cook; and she  w a s  a n i c e  cook. And she  made 
everybody f e e l  good a s  soon as she  went i n  t h e  room. She was never one 
of  t h e s e  Solomon I saacs ,  you know, ( laughs)  t h a t  had no spark  t o  them, 
l i k e  a l o t  of people.  So many people a r e  so  d u l l .  

Q: She must have been l i k e  you. 

A: Oh, we l l ,  they  say w e  a r e  a l l  a l i k e .  But I ' r n t h e l a s t  one on the .  . . . 
You remember I heard Schuman Heink s i n g  i n  o l d  Arian Ha l l ,  which i s - t h e  
f i r s t  b i g  h a l l  t h a t  Sp r ing f i e ld  eve r  had, and t h a t ' s  o n t h e c o r n e r  o f ,  I 
th ink ,  Fourth and--well, I c a n ' t  remember what i t  was. It was j u s t  a b i g  
p l a i n  h a l l  and had a b i g  platform, and a l l  t h e  b i g  a f f a i r s  were given i n  
t h a t  h a l l .  And--what was I s t a r t i n g  t o  t e l l  you about  t h a t ?  

Q: Schuman Heink? 

A: What? 

Q: Hearing someone s i n g  t h e r e ?  b 

A: Oh, I heard Schuman Heink s i n g  t h e r e  i n  h e r  good days. They brought-- 
the people of  means supported t h e  town i n  a l l  t hose  ways. They brought 
good theater. Oh, they  used to--the b e s t  t h e a t e r s  i n  t h e  country always 
stopped h e r e  because of Cha t t e r ton ' s  Opera House. It was such a beauty, 
and b ig .  And t h e  ones t h a t  r e a l l y  made t h e i r  mark i n  New York and were 
on t h e i r  way t o  t h e  West Coast,  they  always stopped i n  Sp r ing f i e ld .  It 
was q u i t e  a town, even i n  t hose  days. And they  had l o t s  of good lawyers 
and l o t s  of good doctors ,  I guess.  I never had but  one. We never had 
but  o l d  D r .  Dresser. He brought u s  i n t o  t h e  world, and he 'd  been dead a 
hundred yea r s  o r  more. Must be  over ,  way over  a hundred because I'm 
approaching t h a t  bend. ( laughs)  Tha t ' s  a l l  I can  te l l - -but  she  d id  love  
t o  cook f o r  people.  And she 'd  mend and s e w  f o r  them, bu t  she  wasn't  one 
t o  go o u t  much. And everybody seemed t o  l i k e  t o  come t h e r e ,  because they  
were made welcome, you know. 
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Q: Do you remember going t o  p l aces  l i k e  Oak . . . 
A: Oak Ridge? 

Q: Y e s ,  Oak Ridge Park and . . . 
A: Well, Oak Ridge Cemetery, yes.  My f a t h e r  was bu r i ed  t h e r e ,  and . . . 
Q: A s  a c h i l d ,  w a s  t h e r e  a park up t h e r e  t h a t  you could go t o ?  

A: Y e s ,  Reservoir  Park. Tha t ' s  t h e  one I t o l d  you about  t h a t  had t h e  
b i g  mound of e a r t h .  Tha t ' s  ou t  by the--what i s  this--Concordia a r e a ,  
way up t h e r e .  I t ' s  gone now, of course,  b u t  i n  my youth,  when I was 
q u i t e  young, oh, i t  was a g r e a t  big--1 don' t  know how b i g ,  I couldn ' t  
t e l l  you how b i g  around, b u t  i t  was awful ly  b ig .  And t h a t  was t h e  water  
supply f o r  Sp r ing f i e ld .  And i t  was b u i l t  up and they  graded i t  down and 
t h a t  was always grassed and r i g h t  up t h e  middle w a s  a pipe.  

Q: Standpipe. 

A: Standpipe. And when--I suppose they had ins t ruments  t h a t  t o l d  you 
when t h e  water  was g e t t i n g  low and I guess they  depended upon t h e  r a i n s  
then ,  I don ' t  know. But t h a t ' s  where you got i t ,  and t h a t  was Reservoir  
Park. 

Q: Were t h e r e  p i c n i c  t a b l e s  t h e r e ?  

A: Oh yes ,  t h e r e  were picnic t a b l e s  and many a t i m e  I ' v e  gone o u t  t h e r e  
t o  p i c n i c  t a b l e s .  And then  t h e  watch f a c t o r y  was t h e r e .  The o r i g i n a l  
watch f a c t o r y  was a l l  i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  a l l  up t h e r e .  And then  you came a 
l i t t l e  f u r t h e r  west and you began t o  get  i n t o  what we've j u s t  been 
t a l k i n g  about ,  those  government bu i ld ings ,  a few t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t ,  b u t  
n o t  many. Most of i t  wasup t h e r e  then. But i t  was a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  time 
t o  l i v e ,  I guess.  I d i d n ' t  know i t  a t  that time. And I had a good time 
wherever I went. ( laughs)  

Q: How d i d  you ge t  ou t  t o  Reservoir  Park? Did you . . . 
A: Walked. 

Q: With your lunches? 

A: We walked everyplace.  We were g r e a t  walkers ,  and w e  were walkers  
u n t i l ,  oh, I should say. . . . W e l l ,  w e  were on Walnut S t r e e t  a c r o s s  
fromthe-<church and every n igh t  a f t e r  supper ,  be fo re  A l i ce  got  r e a l l y  
bad, we'd eat what l i t t l e  b i t  we were going t o  eat, then  we always, no 
ma t t e r  what t h e  weather w a s  1 ike , ,we1d  pu t  our  c o a t s  and h a t s  and shoes 
and every th ing  else and got  wrapped up i f  i t  was co ld  weather and w e  
went o u t  and w e  walked. We walked up t o  where t h e  Scott--almost t o  the 
S t a t e , b u s e  on Edwards S t r e e t .  Then we'd walk over t o  Monroe S t r e e t ,  
up here.  Then we'd walk ou t  h e r e  and go maybe f i v e  o r  s i x  b locks  on 
beyond Walnut where w e  l i v e d ;  then  we'd t u r n  and come back. Oh,  i t  was 
a long walk. 
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A: But we always l iked  t o  walk, and t h a t  was t h e  one thing w e  missed so 
a f t e r  she couldn' t  walk. 

Q: Was walking, then,  common? I mean, were you about t h e  only people 
walking ? 

A .  W e  walked more than most people did. Most people, and people of 
means, you know, had these  odd surreys  with t h e  f r i n g e  on top. And they 
r e a l l y  were. 

Q: Like the song? 

A: But some of them had very fine--I guess they c a l l e d  them barouches 
o r  something. The women s a t  i n  t h e  back and t h e  d r ive r  s a t  way up high, 
you know. I can j u s t  have a f a i n t  remembrance of those. Those were t h e  
u l t r a  r i c h ,  t h e  bankers and t h e  b i g  lawyers, I think.  Although I ' ve  met 
most a l l  of them and they never seemed t o  be any d i f f e r e n t  from t h e  rest 
of us f a r  a s  I could see. (laughs) 

Q: Good. 

A: And they were j u s t  a s  f r i end ly ,  too. 

Q: What were those family names? 

A: Well, one was Conkling and then t h e r e  were the--I can ' t  remember t h e  
name, but one was q u i t e  a prominent lawyer here ,  a Mr. Burnett. T used 
t o  meet him of ten  on the street. He walked kind of humped over, but they 
sa id  he was a very b r i l l i a n t  lawyer. And then the re  was--1 c a n ' t  remember 
any doctors much except our own. That was o ld  D r .  Dresser. And he lived-- 
had a house on t h e  carner  of Third and Adams S t r e e t ,  I bel ieve;  r i g h t  on 
t h e  r a i l r o a d  t rack.  H e  had a home the re ,  and h i s  s i s t e r ,  Mrs.--no, and 
on t h a t  same street was Father Hale. You've heard of Father Hale? 

Q: Father Hale? 

A: Hale. H-A-L-E. 

Q: No, I don' t  . . . 
A: Well, he was one of t h e  Eirst men t h a t  I can ever r e c a l l  being looked 
up t o  as almost a s a i n t .  Hewas such a,good man, and he  was a member--I 
guess he was a Presbyterian. I wouldn't be su re  about t h a t ,  but I think 
he was. And he  l ived  on, I th ink i t :  was, Adams S t r e e t ,  and you went up 
t o  his house where he l ived  with two old  maid s i s t e r s .  And they sewed 
f o r  a l i v i n g ,  t h e  two women did ,  and they made some of t h e  most b e a u t i f u l  
costumes--just with a needle and thread--for t h e  a r i s t o c r a t s  who l ived  
south on Sixth  S t r e e t  and Seventh S t r e e t ,  you know; mostly on Sixth and 
F i f t h  then. 

Q: Do you know how Father Hale got t o  be c a l l e d  Father Hale? 
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A: Well, I t h i n k  i t  w a s  because he  w a s  t h e  f i r s t ,  maybe, head. But 
h e ' s  t h e  f i r s t  one I ever--I don ' t  know why they  c a l l e d  him Father  Hale. 
I t h i n k  i t  was just a. . . . That wasn't  h i s  name, he  wasn ' t  Fa ther ,  
bu t  he  always--and I don ' t  know, I couldn ' t  say t h a t  he w a s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
f o r  t h e  P re sby te r i ans ,  b u t  I r a t h e r  t h i n k  h e  w a s .  

And h i s  [ s i s t e r ] ,  Miss Kate Hale, she  made us  a d r e s s  o r  two, t h a t  we 
graduated i n .  And oh my, you never  saw such q u a l i t y  s t u f f  and t h e  f i n e  
tucks ,  just b e a u t i f u l .  I can  just see them today. And I can ' t  run a 
s t r a i g h t  seam. Al i ce  sews w e l l ,  bu t  she  don't  have any t i m e .  And nobody 
has t i m e  now t o  s e w  l i k e  t h a t .  They don ' t  wear t h e i r  c l o t h e s  long 
enough. I ' m  a m e s s  o u t  h e r e ,  complete. 

Q: You mentioned doctors .  Do you r e c a l l  D r .  Lindsay? 

A: Y e s .  I d i d n ' t  know him, b u t  I know who he  was. I can remember see ing  
him. And I knew h i s  son, Vachel, s l i g h t l y .  

Q: You d id?  

A: J u s t  s l i g h t l y  by name. 

Q: What do you r e c a l l  about him? 

A: Oh, I don ' t  know. The only t h i n g  I r e c a l l  about him was t h a t  they  
always thought he was a ve ry  odd gentleman. And I suspec t  h e  w a s ,  b u t  
they  say  he w a s  a very  good--had a very  good mind and wrote  good poetry.  
And he l i v e d  on t h a t  h i l l  t h a t  i s  r i g h t  back t h e  Governor's Mansion now. 
That ' s  where h i s  house is and i t ' s  s t i l l  used as t h e  Vachel Lindsay home, 
you know. 

Q: Do you remember see ing  him around Spr ing f i e ld  much? 

A: I don ' t  remember him. I must have seen him, b u t  I don ' t  remember. 

Q: More by hearsay  than  . . . 
A: Yes, t ha twashea r say .  

Q: And you never  s a w  him g ive  a poe t ry  reading i n  Sp r ing f i e ld?  

A: No, I never d id .  I t h i n k  h e  w a s  considered t o  be  q u i t e  on t h e  odd 
s i d e ,  b u t  because of t h a t  I guess t h a t  gave him t h e  a b i l i t y .  He married 
and I t h i n k  had a very  n i c e  family and they  moved away--1 t h i n k  they  moved 
away from h e r e  and he d i ed  away from here ,  I b e l i e v e ,  b u t  they  main ta in  
t h e  home. They were q u i t e  a prominent family and w e l l  known a c r o s s  the  
country. 

Q: Do you r e c a l l  t h e  first-movies a t  t h e  Chat te r ton?  There was some kind 
of e a r l y ,  e a r l y  movies a t  t h e  Chat te r ton?  

A: No, I don't: know very  much about t h e  movies. I remember see ing  some 
very  f i n e  a c t i n g  the re .  

Q: ~ o s t l y  t h e  t h e a t e r  then?  
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A: Yes. But we d i d n ' t  go t o  movies much. We d i d n ' t  have much money t o  
waste ,  s o  we d i d n ' t  spend i t  t h a t  way. 

Q: How much d i d  i t  c o s t  t o  go t o  t h e  Chat te r ton  t o  a t h e a t e r  performance? 

A: Oh, I cou ldn ' t  t e l l  you. I don't--I haven ' t  t h e  f a i n t e s t  i dea .  I 
suppose maybe a d o l l a r  o r  something. 

Q: Was i t  p r e t t y  reasonable  o r  d i d  you have t o  . . . 
A: Oh no, i t  wasn ' t .  I d i d n ' t  t h i n k  i t  w a s  awful ly cheap, bu t  i t  wasn ' t  
what i t  i s  today. 

Q: Did they have t h e  house d iv ided  up so  t h a t  i f  you had a d o l l a r  t i c k e t  
you sat i n  a c e r t a i n  s e c t i o n ?  

A: Oh yes ,  yes .  But, oh, i t  was a b e a u t i f u l ,  b e a u t i f u l  place.  An archway 
l i k e  t h i s  and then  t h e  b i g  balcony and t h e r e  was a f i r s t  ba lcony,  and I 
t h i n k  t h e r e  w a s  a l i t t l e  balcony up t o p  where you could go f o r  very  l i t t l e .  
But, oh, i t  w a s  a love ly ,  love ly  p l ace  and went way up t h e r e ,  you know, and 
way down here.  

Q: Did you g e t  a l l  d ressed  up t o  go? 

A: Oh my, t h a t  was q u i t e  a s o c i a l  a f f a i r  t o  watch t h e  people come i n .  
They'd stand up and l e t  t h e  o t h e r s  squeeze p a s t  t o  g e t  t o  t h e i r  s e a t s .  
And they r e a l l y  wore b e a u t i f u l  c l o t h e s  i n  t hose  days. Not everybody, 
bu t  t h e  people.  . . . And then I was  always so i n t e r e s t e d  o r  amazed 
when we'd come out .  There w a s  always a rush  coming ou t ,  you know, t o  
s t a r t  home, because most of t h e  people,  I'd judge, walked o r  took a 
t r o l l e y  t o  wherever they went, I don ' t  know. W e  walked; w e  d i d n ' t  l i v e  
t oo  f a r  away. We were l i v i n g  over  on J e f f e r s o n ,  s e e ,  so we walked; bu t  
w e  were never  a lone .  And, oh, i t  w a s .  . . . And then  they  had a c a l l e r ,  
a man i n  h igh  h a t ,  t a i l s ,  s tanding  ou t  a t  t h e  curbstone.  He'd c a l l ,  
II  M r .  So-and-so's ca r r i age , "  and up they 'd come, maybe two horses .  And 
then  i t  graduated t o  c a r s ,  and then  I don't. remember anything more about 
i t .  

Q: Did t h e  c a l l e r  . . . 
A: They c a l l e d  t h e  names of t h e  owners and they 'd  come and w a i t ;  he 'd 
c a l l  t h e i r  names. I don ' t  know where they  parked them. I suppose they  
had a corps o f ,  maybe, rous tabouts  t h a t  parked t h e i r  c a r s  and brought 
them i n  when they  were c a l l e d .  They weren ' t  c a r s ,  they  were c a r r i a g e s .  

Q: Okay, a f t e r  people s t a r t e d  g e t t i n g  c a r s ,  then ,  d i d  they  s t i l l  have 
t h e  c a l l e r ?  

A: No, no. I never saw--well, I don ' t  know anything about i t  then  
because I don' t  know whether they  had t h a t  Cha t t e r ton ' s  Opera House then.  
I don ' t  imagine they  d id  because they  began tearing t h a t  down long,  long 
ago. 

Q: You would have been about  twenty when t h e  Spanish-American War broke 
o u t  o r  s t a r t e d  . . . 
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A: Oh, don ' t  a s k  m e  anything about  h i s t o r y  f o r  I wouldn't know one th ing .  

Q: Do you r e c a l l  anyth ing  about t h a t ,  i t s  impact on Spr ing f i e ld?  

A: No, I don ' t  know one t h i n g  about  t h e  wars because I d i d n ' t  have anybody 
t h a t  w a s  ever  i n  a war. 

Q: Okay. 

A: And I wasn't  o l d  enough t o  read ,  i f  they p r i n t e d  i t .  And I suppose 
they  d i d n ' t  print l i k e  they  do today, p r i n t  every th ing ,  good o r  bad. 

Q: Okay. Do you r e c a l l  eve r  going t o  a c i r c u s ?  

A: Oh yes. We took peanuts  t o  t h e  c i r c u s .  

Q: Where were they  he ld?  

A: Well, i twas*way o u t  t h e r e  i n  t h a t  end of t h e  town. And they  came i n  a t  
n i g h t ,  the n i g h t  be fo re  w i th  a big t e n t  . . . 
Q: I n  t h e  no r theas t  end of town? 

A: I n  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  end of town, I cou ldn ' t  t e l l  you. Some of t hose  b a r e  
spots-- they ' re  no t  ba re  today,  b u t  they  w e r e  then.  And they had t h e  b i g  
c i r c u s  t e n t s  and then t ;haaux i l i a ry  ones where they  f ed  t h e i r  s t a f f ,  you know, 
and took c a r e  of t h e  animals.  And many, many men and boys would ge t  up 
e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning when t h e  t r a i n  came i n  t o  s e e  them unload and get--and 
then we'd go t o  t h e  c i r c u s .  

Q: So you took your own peanuts  t o  t h e  c i r c u s ?  

A: Oh no, you d i d n ' t  need t o  t a k e  your own; t h e r e  were plenty of them 
being hawked around. 

Q: Bought them t h e r e ?  

A: And they  had just--they d i d n ' t  have c h a i r  s e a t s ;  they  had j u s t  t h e s e  
kind of seats, j u s t  racks  they  pu t  up and then  they had boards over  them. 
I suppose good smooth boards,  I c a n ' t  remember, bu t  t h a t ' s  what we sat on. 
We never  got up very  h igh  because we kind of l i k e d  t o  be  down where we 
could see, sad--well, you could see i t  anyplace. And they were n i c e ,  and 
they had some f i n e  performances from t h e  very  beginning. Sp r ing f i e ld ,  I 
t h i n k ,  has  that t o  i t s  c r e d i t ,  t h a t  i n  i ts  e a r l y  days it  r e a l l y  d id  t h i n k  
about t h e  f i n e r  arts, i f  you c a l l  t h e  c i r c u s  a n  a r t  and I t h i n k  i t  is ,  
a long  w i t h  all t h e  sewings a n d t h & c o n c e r t s  and t h e  bands and a l l  t h a t .  
They a l l  make up t h e  ar ts .  r 

Q: How about band conce r t s?  

A: Yes, w e  had those  down on t h e  square--around t h e  courthouse. Evqrybody 
could go down t h e r e  and s i t  on t h e  curb ing  o r  walk around, and t h a t 1 ;  
t h e r e  is t o  t h a t .  I t m a - j u s t  f o u r  blocks around t h e  square.  

a l l  
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Q: Do you know i f  t h a t  was a c i t y  band o r  . 
A: Y e s ,  t h a t ' s  t h e  c i t y  band. 

Q:  I ' v e  heard about a l o t  of bands, l i k e  t h  e Watch Fact .ory Band. 

A: Well, I t h i n k a e w a t c h  Factory Band--I wouldn't be  p o s i t i v e ,  bu t  
I t h i n k  t h e  head of t h e  Watch Factory Band was a man named Lehman, 
L-E-£3-M-A-N. But I ' m  not  su re .  I t h i n k  hewas one of t h e  ones t h a t  
b r o u g h t b a m b h e r e  t o  begin  w i t h  and then  they had l o t s  of bands a f t e r  
t h a t .  

Q: There were a l o t  of bands? 

A: Y e s .  

Q: Did they  have parades downtown? 

A: Had parades,  go along--oh, Lord, we  were mys t i f i ed  a t  t h e  e l ephan t s  
where one l i t t l e  b i t  of a man w i t h  a s t i c k ,  had a s t i c k  i n  t h e  e l ephan t ' s  
nose, I guess ,  and they  walked a long  s o  i f  they  got  obs t reperous ,  you 
know, they  could make them behave. And then  . . . 
Q: That was t h e  c i r c u s ?  

A: . . . a cage w i t h  maybe a l i o n  o r  a t i g e r  i n  i t .  And t h e  monkeys, 
oh, and then  t h e  screeching  of t h e  c h i l d r e n  when t h e  monkey cage came 
along. So you s e e  I remember a l o t  of s i l l y  t h i n g s ,  don ' t  I? 

Q: Did you s t and  a long  t h e  sidewalks and watch? 

A: J u s t  s tood on t h e  sidewalks.  

Q: Was t h e  parade on F i f t h  S t r e e t  o r  S ix th  S t r e e t ?  

A: Oh, i t  w a s  down i n  t h a t  area; it was around t h e  square and down those  
[ s t r e e t s ] .  That wasthe c e n t e r  of town then;  every th ing  r a d i a t e d  ou t  from 
i t ,  you know, and i s  s t i l l  doing it. Well, i t ' s  p r e t t y  n e a r l y  meeting 
Jacksonv i l l e  now. ( l augh te r )  

Q: It's g e t t i n g  bigger .  You l i v e d  r i g h t  nea r  t h e  S t a t e  Capi to l  . . . 
A: Yes, w e  l i v e d  on . . . 
Q: . . . and when you were about t e n  yea r s  o l d ,  t h e  S t a t e  Cap i to l  was 
f i n i shed .  Do you r e c a l l  any b i g  ceremanies,  o r  anyth ing?  

A: No, I don ' t  remember a s i n g l e  t h i n g  about  t h a t .  

Q: Do you recal l - -did t h e  S t a t e  Cap i to l  have much meaning f o r  you? 
Were you awed by tha t  b i g  bu i ld ing?  

1 
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A: Oh yes ,  w e  were g r e a t l y  awed. You remember--well, I don ' t  know 
whether i t ' s  t h e r e  y e t  o r  n o t ,  i t  may be, b u t  a s  you went i n  t h e  e a s t  
door and walked i n t o  t h e  main f l o o r  w i t h  t h a t  b i g  c e n t e r ,  t h e r e ' s  a 
s ta i rway t h a t  went up, a b i g  marble s ta i rway,  and a b i g  pa in t ing .  
Now I don ' t  know whether t h a t w a s  Cornwallis o r  n o t ;  i t  was some famous 
c h a r a c t e r ,  war cha rac t e r .  And t h a t ' s  about  a l l  I remember about  t h e  
S t a t e  House. 

Q: Did you used t o  go i n  when you were a c h i l d ?  

A: Oh yes ,  we o f t e n  went i n ;  w e  o f t e n  went in.  Because i t  was a l i t t l e  
s h o r t  c u t  sometimes f o r  where w e  were going, and i f  we wanted t o  make a 
s h o r t  c u t ,  w e  went through the re .  Everybody w a s  e n t i t l e d  t o  go through 
and t h e  governor had--we'd pass  h i s  o f f i c e .  O f  course ,  I d i d n ' t  go i n  
then  because we'd be too  a f r a i d  t o  accos t  t h e  might ies  then.  And I 
wouldn' t today. ( laughs)  

Q: Do you remember any of t h e  governorb? Did you ever  meet any of them? 

A: I don ' t  know any of t he .  . . . No, I know--I knew of them bu t  I never 
knew any of t h e  p o l i t i c a l  l e a d e r s  very  w e l l .  

Q: Was t h a t  a whole d i f f e r e n t  s o c i a l  set o r  were they p a r t  of S p r i n g f i e l d ' s  
own upper s o c i a l  s e t ?  

A: Oh yes ,  they--well, they  were when they  came he re  t o  l i v e  a s  t h e  
governor. They l i v e d  i n  the mansionmd they  e n t e r t a i n e d ,  and Spr ing f i e ld  
people,  of course  I guess ,  embraced them as they  would-as they  s t i l l  do. 
So i t  made them a p a r t  of t h e  community. And some of them were, I guess ,  
ve ry  n i c e  gentlemen, very  e f f e c t i v e  i n  admin i s t r a t i ng ;  and some weren ' t .  
But t h a t ' s  t r u e  today. His tory  r e p e a t s  i t s e l f ,  you see. ( l augh te r )  

Q: It does, doesn ' t  i t ?  

A: Oh, you've got  a l l  you want o f f  me.  

Q: Spr ing f i e ld  has  been t h e  home, you know,was thehome of Abraham Zincoln 
and a l l .  A s  you grew up, was tha t  made t e r r i b l y  important  . . . 
A: Well, I wouldn't say.  

Q: . . . o r  has  i t  become more important?  

A: Well, w e  were so  accustomed t o  Lincoln ' s  s t a t u e ,  and we were always so  
amazed a t  t hose  bronze ho r ses  up on t h e  second t i e r  a t  t h e  monument--they're 
t h e r e  today. Oh, w e  thought they  were~hemost - -and  they  are, t h e y ' r e  
marvelous p i eces  of work, I th ink .  And I never had much t o  do because w e  
d i d n ' t  have a g r e a t  b i g  family--1 had a grandmother and grandfa ther  and an  
aunt  o r  two bu r i ed  out t h e r e ,  and my f a t h e r ,  and we d i d n ' t  have any more 
dea ths  u n t i l  many, many years .  

Q: So you weren ' t  a t  t h e  cemetery much and you d i d n ' t  . . . 
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A: No, we weren't  out--we always went on Memorial Day and we always took 
f lowers .  And I always went, and s t i l l  d i d  whi le  I was--until a couple of 
yea r s  ago and I had t o  q u i t .  

I took [wreaths] ;  made them because I could make so  much handsomer wreaths ,  
down i n  my basement. And I made some gorgeous wreaths.  I ' d  buy t h e  
wreaths  and then  augment them w i t h  a l l  s o r t s  of t h i n g s ,  w i th  a l l  s o r t s  of 
cones. I don ' t  know who i t  was, I t h i n k  it w a s  one t i m e  w e  had a t r i p  to-- 
Al ice  and I drove down t o  New Orleans. And on t h e  way w e  went through some 
of t hose  Southern s t a t e s .  And we went through one where they  had s o  many 
cones, all s i z e s ,  b e a u t i f u l  cones, and w e  brought home bags of them. So I 
always had l o t s  of cones, you know, l i t t l e  ones and b i g  ones,  and r ed  
r ibbons ,  and, oh, bu t  i t  w a s  a l o t  of work t o  ge t  made, t h e  wi re s  and 
s t i c k s .  And then  g e t  them ou t  t he re .  But I--so I had t o  q u i t  t h a t .  Then 
I bought them, b u t  I d i d n ' t  l i k e  them. 

And now I s a i d  t h e  o t h e r  day, last sp r ing ,  1 s a w  t h e  f i r s t  one. . . . A s  
you c o m e i n t h e  main [cemetery] en t r ance ,  t h e r e ,  you come h e r e  and then 
i n s t e a d  of going downhill ,  you j u s t  t u r n  o f f  on t h a t  l i t t l e  road t h a t ' s  
j u s t  l i k e  a--and our  grave  i s  the re .  We have e i g h t  graves.  

Q: Family p l o t ?  

A: Y e s .  My mother bought e i g h t  graves and t h e  b e a u t i f u l ,  b e a u t i f u l  s t o n e  
before  she d ied .  Long years--before my f a t h e r  d ied ,  too. And--no, i t  
was a f t e r  h i s  death.  And i t ' s  a b e a u t i f u l  s tone .  And I s a i d ,  oh, I t e l l  
you, I ' v e  go t t en  away from so  much deco ra t ions  on graves.  They're too  
hard t o  t ake  c a r e  o f ,  and people g e t  them o u t  t h e r e  and they don ' t  go o u t  
and throw them away. And i t ' s  a l o t  of work. 

Q: Is the  decora t ing  of graves more common now than  i t  used t o  be, o r  was 
t h a t  more impor tan t?  

A: Well, I cou ldn ' t  say  much about t h a t  because I haven ' t  done i t ,  b u t  I 
d i d  say  l a s t  year ,  o r  two y e a r s  ago I guess ,  when I went ou t .  Someone had 
bought--I'd never seen one o r  I would have no t i ced  i t .  On one of t h e  
hills--we were l i k e  here ,  and then  t h e r e  w a s  a h i l l  t h a t  went down onto 
another  road. Someone had j u s t  an i r o n  rod t h a t  s t u c k  s t r a i g h t  up and 
w a s  turned over  and had a hook, and on t h a t  hook they  had hung a baske t ,  
what you would c a l l  a hanging basket .  They had put  a r t i f i c i a l  f l o w e ~ s  
i n  i t ,  and a t  a d i s t a n c e  i t  w a s  awful ly p r e t t y .  And I s a i d  t o  M a r ~ , ~ a n d  
t h a t  w a s  I th ink  a f t e r  A l i ce  d i ed ,  I s a i d ,  "YOU know, I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  a 
p r e t t y  good idea .  We were always t e a r i n g  ou t  he re  and working so ha d 
and r e a l l y  spending l o t s  of money on t ak ing  f lowers  and wreaths--Eas er 
and b i r thdays  and Christmases.  
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, we're  a l l  g e t t i n g  t o o  old." So 
I s a i d ,  "I t h i n k  i t  wouldn't  be  a bad dea t o  get a t  l e a s t  one and wq could 
put  i t  i n  the middle and that  ' s suf  f i c i h t  f o r  t h e  e i g h t ,  because our / s t o n e  
i s  i n  t h e  middle--four graves on one s i d e  and four  on t h e  o t h e r .  But say ,  
i n  t h e  next--I d idn ' t  go back f o r  q u i t e  a long while .  Well, when I ven t  
back I got  t h a t  no t ion  knocked ou t  of my head. Everybody t h a t  s a w  iF 
went down and bought i t ,  and t h a t  just--I  d i d n ' t  l i k e  i t  then ,  so we; 
haven ' t  done anyth ing  l a t e l y .  W e  have t o  go ou t  t h e r e  i f  I ewer g e t i i n  
shape t o  go. Because we have t o  have some of ou r  s t o n e s  r e 1 e t t e r e d ; j t h e y  
a r e  so  o l d  t h a t  w e  c a n ' t  ha rd ly  read t h e  d a t e s .  
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Q: What do you r e c a l l  about t h e  Depression? How did t h a t  a f f e c t  you? 

A: I c a n ' t  remember t h a t  i t  a f fec ted  m e  a t  a l l .  

Q: You d idn ' t  r e a l l y  see much di f ference  i n  your l i f e .  

A: I d idn ' t  see much. We always had plenty t o  e a t  and good food and a 
warm house and a contented family. And I can ' t  remember anything. Of 
course, we were not people, then, t h a t  had invested funds. Those a r e  
t h e  people who get  hur t  i n  depressions, you know, at least--everybody's 
h u r t  more or  less, but  they f e e l  i t  f i r s t .  Well, w e  d idn ' t  have t h a t .  
W e  d idn ' t  l i v e  a hand-to-mouth exis tence ,  because w e  always had enough 
of everything, but  we d idn ' t  have g rea t  savings. We owned our home, and 
t h a t  s a t i s f i e d  us. (laughs) 

Q: Did you s e e  much change i n  Spr ingf ie ld  t h a t  you remember during t h a t  
time? Were the re  people who were . . . 
A: No, I never saw any, I have no remembrance of those depression years. 

Q: Not r e a l l y .  Not bread l i n e s ?  

A: None whatever. I never remember any church a c t i v i t i e s ,  and I know 
they must have had them, But whether we were too old  o r  too young, I 
can ' t  remember, but  I haven't  t h e  remotest idea  of the r e s u l t s  of t h e  
Depression on t h e  public,  because it d idn ' t  seem t o  a f f e c t  us. 

Q: You or  your c lose  f r i ends ,  e i t h e r ?  

A: No, nor any of my c l o s e  f r iends .  

Q:  When you were a girl--I'm r e a l l y  jumping around here,  but  when you 
were a g i r l ,  what were t h e  court ing customs? I f  you were . . . 
A: Oh, you j u s t  came--Bert used t o  come t o  see Alice,  and w e  had a n i c e  
pa r lo r  and a n i c e  piano and good carpet ing and they j u s t  v i s i t e d .  

Q: They have t o  be  chaperoned? 

A: No, And once i n  a while then, a f t e r  they had a l i t t l e  visit--we 
l e f t  them alone, you know--and then they'd put on t h e i r  h a t s  and coats  
and walk down t o  S t u a r t ' s ,  which was tFe f i n e  place f o r  i c e  cream and 
everybody congregated there .  O r  e l s e , r i f  your v i s i t o r  was f l u s h  with 
money, maybe he had t h e a t e r  t i c k e t s .  but t h a t ' s  about the  only th ing ,  
t h e  only th ing I can remember. W e  had a piano, and I wish I ' d  saved it. 
It was a Kranic and Bach, and my mother bought i t .  And i t  was a very 
small one, but ,  oh my, t h e  tone! Seems l i k e  you could g e t  a for tune  
f o r  i t  today. But I gave i t  away. 

Q: Did you ever l e a r n  t o  play i t? 

A: No. 

Q: You never did? 


























