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Phslps Sheller, 4, 1989. 

mid rwamly, zsrtanriewcr. 

A: a it was M t  ammd 1941 I thinkor 1942, right inthsre d I 
was abaLzt faurtaen or fifteen years old. 

Q: where did yau live when the plank stzslrtsd w c m ?  

A: father did, p. 

Q: The pmcs2me .then was just written ncrtification or verbal? 
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comsllds;red ths garden spot of the wrld as far as fertility and black 
mil and all Wt. 

A: Y e s ,  I mean there mre scme -1e quite u p e t  d didn't exactly 
~ ~ ~ ~ g o i r g t o g o o r w h a t ~ ~ g o ~ t o ~ .  

A: I d#nlt think w, h t  I'm not cl- on that. 

A: No, but thq  kmw* had no d#,fce. You lawrw it was durhq 
mrld mr 11. 

A: Welldcxrlnde?p, m, 1 ~ ' t l c n o w ~ ~ l t e a l l y d i d a r n U t  
hzt UEY had no choice. 

A: Yes* 

Q: What prof-im was yaur father involved with? 

A:  he was cn the railroad, a train dispatcher. 

Q: The tenant on yrxlr farm in partScular, who was that? 

A: Yes. 



A: Yes, he did. 

A: A and eh#rQ dollars an acre. 

A: I think it wae right a r a x d  t b  saaae price if it had damages m it 
&dd~ they made all- for it. 

Q: Was tham~ a f- on yaw larsd? 



A: Yes, the o m  I'm in new. 

Q: Warsi t~bythr;gwemnrePl t?  

A: No. 

Q: I ~ r s c m a o f t h e h a u s e s w e s e u s e d ,  ccruldyautellmoabaut 
For -1e, Mr. Lyons' hame, was it used by the gmemmnk 

for arrything? 

A: I can't - that. 
A: No. 

Q: Any cm ths lard that you famn? 

A: I can't tell yau exactly what w. 
Q: 1 z l n d s r s t a n d y a u ' w o ~ k d a t t h s p l a n t & m n y a u ~ ~  

A: I did. 

Q: What age aml what did ycru do? 

A: I was sixteen or swenken years old anl I loadd l x n ~ ~  for 
shells, they sfaid that 20 Iuil1- mat kms nrade al K line. 

Q: So yal ImrM on K line? 

A: No, I didn't w m k  on K l h ,  I kdkd in t.k wamdmxe that loadd 
the baxles and stuff far K line. 

Q: Okay, um war&mwe for K line. 

A: R u t f ~ w e t s c m ~ l i n e s m y s e l f .  

Q: Ncrw mre the shells that yau harrdled . . . 
A: NaW yau're -, I didn't move &ells, I just had W 
~ a n d m n o t h i r r g t o d o w i t h ~ ~ l s .  

Q: Just the packirrg craters I A m ,  yeru loaded them. 



Q: Were a lot of high dm1 age bcryEs workirrg at the plant or - ycRl an exx!ptim? 

Q: Did ycxx mrk at all duritq a -1 @ 

A: No. 

A: NO, nnaK of US h that- did that I lmrw of. 

Q: you feel that mofit mle  that livd in Illiapolis .that did not: 
ckJn lard - suppxtdve of the plarrt? 

A: well I m't really give ycxx an hone& ansmr h T t  I really don't 
think so. 

Q: Y o u  didn't hear peaple talk abart, IvGoah, e t  if that explod+,' 
or eylythim l b  that? 
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Q: H m  big was Illiapolis, say in 1940 befare the war started for us? 

A: I'd eay in the -, yes. 

A: Yes. 

Q: met families doirq that in Illiapolis, havirq people a x e  in 
and live w i t h  W families as -? 

A: I'm sum ~ ~ a a e  did- I just can't -1 -well. 

Q: But yaur f d y  did, y a ~  are sum of that? 

A: Yes* 

A: Y~B, to get in the gate. 

Q: Was security pretQ tight at the plant, a lat of guards? 



Q: Where exactly did you work, where was Wte facility where y c ~ z  
loaded the crates located? 

A: Do you knm where IFLnardation Seed DaICalb is? 

Q: Yes. 

A: Right them. 

A: Yes. 

Q: lPIore was K line at in relation to tho faciliw yar just 
Wasitontheaarthsideaf 36ortherrJrths~.de? 

Q: Okay. me military was at the plant then? 

A: Y a ,  Wmy had a mloml art hem and yw hm Were -lips live, 
that kes aahe of the ColaMLl's hcme. 

Q: D o y a u r e m m b r h i s ~ ?  

A: No, I d#ntt. 

Q: Do ycru feel like .that W plant was mainly run by civiliarus w i t h  
military - or did the military, fmn what ycru cmld see, take 
an active mle in actually rrPPling the plane. 

A: It was run by civilian & yaur militslry as far as I kncrw. 

Q: Wbatt:abcutyoursuparvisorthatym~urder,washea 
c i v i l k ?  

A: Yes. 



Q: Whn else worked with ycru at the plant? 

A: Isaac Xuks, he's dead nerw. Dick T u m h l l  Earl Siders, I 
dm't lacrw ld-lere he'e located. Hs was fkrrm Buffalo. 

A: Wall~wereeitherarrdImiqbtnertbecarrectcolthi63ZXZtthere 
were ei.ther military or ths big mmmgamk -1- of the plant. 

A: A t  me time I worked in .t.he caf-h, too. They had a caf-ia 
upbytkaeadmm&xatimbuildirqanthesauthsideardI~they 
h e b d a n e m ~ ) X E t I ~ ' t r e i ? l l l y ~ *  

Q: what did ycru do at the cafeteria? 

A: Oh all I did was u&k cm UWI line and serve food. 

A: I think jus t  for that particular &&&.a but 1% not definite an 
that. 



Q: So they had special train raxtes that picked people up? 

A: Yes, thery had the -. 

A: Yes, it ran an a l h ,  trolley like. It mild run fifty, sixty or 
SevmQmileSperhrJur. 

8: Hcrw laag did that l h  last aftar the plant was cloged? 

Q: amm3 1950 give o;r take a year ar W, then it rsGapped 
mmhq, &d IAat be a fair -? 

A: No, I really didn't. 

Q: What abart miryority en@-? WXE! thme marry bl& for 
m l e ,  that w m k a l  at the plarrt? 
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Q: Did they have medical facilities that yuu migh t  have utilized 
while mm a t  the plant? 

A: Yes, had nhat they called first-aid arrd all that. 

Q: Did ycru have to Wke a physical before yau caild get ~smplaymsnt? 

A: I don't mmD&lr, m, m I don't think so. 

A: I think I werrt to sick 
-1 just it 

&Y 
up, 

A: Idon'tevmthhkthiswasararsse, I t h i n k ~ w e u s a f i r s t a i d  
perljan, ycru IKmI what I m. 

Q: So right at the end of IAe war fm a  year and a half ycxl wwre in 

A: I didn't actually - actim h t  I was ammem for a year. 

Q: What kind of ship wvxm yau an? 

A: Yes, I oarme back in Awpst of 1946. 

Q: By mat Wjne had fanaers c#xrtrol of their larrl? 



A: Yes, they w m 3  beginnhq to. I think h t  might have M 1945 
a 1946 I'm not qui te  definite on .that. 

A: -ofthanhad, Idon' tm- i thadlbeenate&hq 
it had a little feoroe a m r d  it. 

Q: Ws it passible for the of mamials . . . 

Q: Did your father mnsider enplcrymerrl: at the pla t?  

A: No. 

A: The C & IM Railroad at that time was wnmcbl with ~aylorville 
W and they had quite  a few mines and they hauled d to 

HavaM. 

A: Ncpe I don't r@ally InuJw wky rn she didn't. she didn't work. 
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A: I have a sister. 

Q: Hcxv old was she? 

A: Two years older than I am. 

A: No, let's rsee she graduatd in 1943 an3 she writ an to aollege. 

A: No, h r t  I just  dm't have arry relatives really, &we. 

A: Itdidswntomethatwhentheyczmr,inarddecidedthattkywere 
grririgtodoit, s o m e 0 f t h e a n h a c t c a a ~ a n ~ ' ~ l ~ s i m d I n r m n  
they really & that thirg up it was just unbelievable redly. 

A: I really can't be suze on .that tut it was quick, it like to 
me. 

Q: It was fairly early h 1942 gat umkway if I 'm nat 
mbbken? Say by .the spring of 1942? 

A: That seems to be abart right. 

Q: I weart in, I had one semester of high school and they told me I 
WUS graduating a n l  a0 I wmt in in Jaraxary of 1945. 



A: Y e s .  

A: I drmlt lumr~ if yout- got PigmesmitIwtIknwthat 
~grl&e3.rt-up-thaygot"X, aprrratim lxrt I dm't remmbr hml 
-9 

A: Well I maan I wasn't quite, W l  a t  shall I say, use to it hk 
t k h e r e ~ ~ ~ ~ Q U t ~ i n g e n e r a l ,  l ~ s c a n e o f t h 8  
~ d r i v e r ~ a t t h e ~ w e x e ~ .  Theyjustdrovethstmdcs 
~ m ' d l o 2 b d ~ ~ ~ ~ q I A i ~ a f ~ ~ ~ *  ~ l y 1 g u e s S  
mat's w k m !  -began to  get into the m t i m  of just Gfmymiq. 

A: Y a s ,  I do* 

Q: An3 after a war, do yax think of the wmmn stayed cm and 
w k s d  in and hsinsss? 

A: I really m't a r m m  that definitely but this is my awn persoml 
opinion. IXlrirq the war p alwap md abart the Wlderer and this 
a r d t h a t a m l I t h h k t h i s i s ~ f n ~ s t a r t e d , t h a t ~ ~  
involvadinartsi.de jobsratharthanstayiIyat~arrdthattrend 
bagantochangeflmthenern. 

A: Wbm I cemne bade fmn m i - ,  I w a ~ i  a little c m f k d  as to what 
Iwmtdtodo. I s t U l ~ a m ~ .  Ihadancduc?FItiarrhanaRd 
t o m w i . t h t k r e G I ~ l ~ I ~ ~ ~ l f o r a ~ ~ a h a l f .  I 
~ g o ; i s r g t o s d h o o l ~ ~ a n d ~ ~ m a r r i d a r r d I ~ ' t j m  
too wi- school and it wasn't because I was do- all that bad 
w i t h ~ b u t I d i d n ' t k n u u a m t l y w h a t I w a r r t e d t o b e a n d n y  
neigbhor Elaid to me am day, 'why don't yau farm?" &d I !aid, "1 




