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Preface 

This manumipt is the prdmt of t a p e - m e d  interviews cmhc&d 
by Elizabeth C a n b 3 x q  for khe OmJ. History Office on March 12, 1982, 
M a r g a m t ~ t r a n s c r i t 3 e d ~ t a p e s a r d K a y J ~ ~ t e d ~ ,  
transcript. H d x c t  Shannon revim the transcript. 

HerbertShammwasbarnanafanuxl~arAthens, IllinoiscmSqkmbw 
1, 1912. He mrved with his family into the city when he was elwen 
years old. E+mpt for months and World War n: years he haa 
l id in Athem the rest of his life. 

I@. Shmnm cam frm a close-knit family cunsisting of an older 
sister and a t w i n  sister and his w. H i s  father was a hired r ~ l n  
cm local farme and later a an&x&bn worker and sectionhand on t@ 
C&IM Railroad. He h l v e d  H e r b r t  in his  activities and taught a 
love for puple iPnd m.hu*e. 

Mr. H&bert Smmm was a depression graduate of Athem High S-1 
S x l t ~ ~ W i t h a r r t a j ~ t o ~ ~ a ~ ~ r e f m S 8 a  
vie&. Being mechanically inclined he later became an acellent 
self-taught xechmic. He had a h e n  htemst  in m as .Uzey 
M a p e d  fm the Irrternatianal H i g h  vheeler. 

In this irrtarview, Harbert related in AUlens fmn the early, 
1900s until today. H e  arnrmerated arrd descy.ibed businesses an both ' 

sides of Main Street. Although a loyal Athenian, he was nbjective in 
his evaluation of life in a &1 tam, 

Readers o f t h e o r a l ~ r y ~ i r s b o u l d b e a r  inmindthat it is a 
tnmscript of the spken word, ard that the btemieww, narrator and 
editor sought to presaxe the informal, cwnrersati0m.l style that is 
hlxxent in EtUCh histmical saurces. Saqmm State university is not 
mspmible for the factual accuracy of the memir, ntx for views 
qmssedthere~;theaearefortherwdertojudge. 

The nmuscript may be read, quoted and cited freely. ft m y  not be 
in Wle  or in part by any means, electroavic or mechanical, 

im in w r i t *  f m m  the O r a l  Histary O f f i c e ,  Saqamon 
Springfield, Illinois 62794-9243. 
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Herb Shaman, M 12, 1982, Athans, Illinois. 

Q: Herb Shannrm, you have spent mst of your life living in Athens, 
111hi.s ard weld like to have scaoe of your impressions of what  it's 
like to grav up in a small mml nidrredtern tmm. To begin with, 
l e t ' ~ ~ t a r t b y f i n d f n g ~ ~ y w x ~ b O r n a n d W l . l a n .  

A: I was not barn in Athens. I was born on a farm abut five miles 
northeast of Athens Septeraber 1, 1912. 'IhO farm was anmd by Bert 
Kincaidatthattime. A t ~ p m s m t t i n e i t l s ~ b y A U l e r t  
M d ,  his grandscal. I had a twin sister and m. Mudd was the 
doctar that attended the delivery. AbaR a mPlth later, for reascns I 
dcn'tkncrw, wemwedaway. WemweddownbyTiceandI-the 
peuple's Mrnp wrs G r c E h l 1  that a*ned tho fana. I@ dad dadrm there, 
that w i n t e r  m the fana and they fed ottle principally, it was an 
wcupatim during the w i n t e r  mrrths. Then the following year, 
ametbe intheSprhg1 suppose, theylrrxredtonearmllulaand1 
think the name of the people was COW. lhey lived there unti l  I was 
about three ywm old. Then they moved back to the Indian Point 
ccmnunity ard lived on a Earm owned ]cry Archihld Kincaid. And that is 
W my earliest mrmbraraces of chilahood start, at that 
farm, 

Q: Nar let's stop a mhute. (b you want to give scme bmkgmmd $or 
yaur mther and your father? 



~ ~ d e a d s o s h e c x # l l d ~ a n d b e i r r g a w i d u w w i t h  
m amall children she did remmy, w i t h i n  a year or so, to a nm 
named Wamil tm.  They still lived an the farm by -ter for awhile 
and then moved to  Gmmvital, I l l irmis where Hamiltcm died when my 
father ms - tm years old, mound ten. Then there was no supprt 
f o r a w i d a w l e d ~ s o m y ~ T a c l n d h a n e s f a r t h e & i l d r e n .  
Shekeptme- T daughters, I believe, w i t h  her and the ather 
a l d r e n  wem placed foster m. fa- was placed in a hare 
near Sprirqfield, north of Springfield, &ximw I and 
Sprirqfield. H i s  older bmther was on a farm dam near Damascus, 
Illinois, a school Wict of Damascus. My father had a pmtty rough 
the where he lived. He was sick for a while and he had to work hard, 
h2LdtohaulmineprcpintoSpriraSpield, artpopsinthetimberand 
that's hard wrk for a b q  tRn years old. So after he'd h e n  
zllmast a year, he ran away frmn thzlt place and to the Dmascus 
neigh- to where his brother was living. The perq?le there found 
him a harm w i t h  Baurns and he lived and worked for the Baums unt i l  he 
wasinthew-. Thenhejustmrrtoutmhiscrwnzdworked 
amm3 through the mi- a n d n a y  folks m n r a w r i e d  in May of 
1907 d I had an older sistar that was four years older than Bris 
and I. 

Q: there ;wy other people living in yaur hausehold at  that tSme? 

A: Ihadagreat-I her~mewasMarthaRaikesandshehad 
~ w i d r r w e d s w e r a l y e a r s b e f o ~ ~ a n d h e r c h i l d r e n w e r e a l l g r c r w n  
at the t i n e  she was widowed. They had med here frcan m c k y  
abmt-well I nwver was  sure. It was in the early 1880's. My 
graMcXEather and wwe married h Tallula shortly aflxz they 
m r e ,  so it was prabably the middle 1880's I should say wben they came 
here frcan K = r h c l q .  A f k r  he died, she just lived w i t h  her married 
children, WL& w a s  ccamncn in thoEie days. She was a small c\raman, very 
active, and she lived w i t h  my folks. W e l l ,  she would live wim ny 
fouasl and then she would live w i t h  sane of her am Children at 
different t b .  I think she lived w i t h  u s  as I recall at least faur 
different winter& before she died. I the last year she lived 
w i t h U s I w a s a b c r u t ~ ~ 0 l d .  S h e w a s t h e r m l y ~ ~ ~  
l i v e d w i t h u s a u t s i d e o f a n e w i n t e r w h e n I ~ ~ 1 .  Welivedatthe 
m i d  place as I've said before and I was apprmimtely bElrtween 
three and four yeam old arrd I can still reall that my dad's 
half-brother, Stepha Hamiltm, and his w i f e  and tiq baby lived a 
wintarwithus. A n d I w c ? L s ~ o f c a u r s e a r d I ~ ,  
probably an acccmt of the baby as mch as arrythirrg, h x t  that's the 
cmly-poplethat 1ivedwLthuswhenIwas a child. 

Q: What are scare of yaur recol ldans  of hum l i f e  in ywt early 
F-? 

A: The earliest I recall is the place that I spoke of before and 
they are just m m l 1  Wdqs that I -. My sister had tvphoid 
whanIwasrealycllmgandwes~yedwi~mygranltm#ther. I can  
~ a f e w ~ t h a t h a p p e r a e d a t n y ~ ~ s l i k s  my 
sister d I were play- out in the lat ax l  a kitten ran cnrt undar 
t h s h m s e s i n t h e l o t a n d 1  j u s t r a n o u t a n d g o t ~ k i t t e n f r m t t n d e r  
thehomes. andIwasto ldthatwasn' t thethingtod0.  Ihadn' t  



Q: Da you remnbr visits to A-? 

Q: Da you have any inrpre66ims of Athens in your real early years? 

A: W1, when I was probably mre like six or smen years old I c8n 
mmiWr c a d q  into Athens and burying graceries. The principle place 
we mt groceries was a t  FrankHumdls. His store was located 
v h m t h e p r e s e n t A t l - m s B 2 l p t i s t C h a p e l i r J .  Therewasabighitching 
rack an the east side of the sbre, all almg the street and we'd tie 
our horse them and go into the store. If p u  had a blanket or 

in your buggy, itls just lik m y ,  you couldnlt 1- your 
buggyl l ikeymcxinyour~soyautoakyaurblanktsand~erything 
hthestorewithyc~zbecausepecpletookthjngsthm justl ikethey 
would t a b  'them today if ym had an unlocked car. So we wuld buy our 
graceries and -ionally we would go t o  the mwie. W e  called it n 
p i ~ ~ i n t h c s e d a ~ a n d I d a n ' t ~ t o o ~ a b o o l t ~  
early mclvies except the cQmedies, I kind of liked those. The earliest 
mclvie I mrmberwas CweredWa mrpreEssed ms for arm 

or uther. There was a p playey., It kind a Of persm ' &o played the 
piano that acmqmied the story ard played loud and fast music when 
thg ho- chase was on and slow music when it was dramatic. 

A: I sbrtd -1 after we lived at  this place  hear I&im Point. 
~ I w a s n e a r f i v e y e a r s o l d ~ ~ t o t h e ~ m i ~ r h o o d  
and nry older sister of carse was in school and we lived there about a 
yearbefareIstartedschoolandthatwasinDmascus. Itwasa 
oneoneman -1 ad aught a l l  eight grades. Thera were about thirty 
pupils - .  attanded. T l y  first grade &m I stark3 there tmxa three of 
us in it, twin sister and George Lee. Of ccrurse George Lee ms 
bmm buddy you might say for about four years that we attmded 
Damascus Sdaool. m, weplayedgamssl on noon hclurs recess. 
S- we gat there ~ a r l y  befnre -1 and played baseball whej 
the warn pBfinitted an3 Rm, Sheep, Rm. And we played scme typl 
game where you had a base, I -It mambec what we &led it but r 
peraonhadabasearrdthmwetriedbstealuvertotheother 
perxmle a. We played Andyaver an the s c h o o ~ .  Of caurse 
biggerMdsalwaysdarmMWthegamesarwj.theliMeanes-a 
nuisance. We thought w were playing but pnrabably w e  - I t .  we 
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pnrabably were  just back and forth and nut being considered 
r%ally part of the gam.  But it was an enjoyable tine and m had 
kids that were sort of I wrppcee mean, =used treruble in school, 
it didn't seem like there ms any of t h e m  did arrything very wrong. 

still living wer at Greenview. He was drafted h t o  the Amry during 
WorldWarI, abcrutthefimtofOctoberIthink, rightafteraberuta 
nonth of school and then Iula Lutt, she was Lula -1 at that 
time, & h e w a s a ~ m ~ l y j u s t c s x t o f h i ~ s c h o o l d a h e  
finishsdoutthatyear. Thenthenertyeartherewasanewwmm 
M m e d m u r a H e f L i n t a ~ t u s a n d a h e w a s ~ t e a ~ u n t i l t h e l ~ t  
part of the last year that I a- hmasms and thesl Henry Holler 
bas the teacher. He was the first, or rather the Eiecrmd man teacher, 
b u t t h s m a n t e a c h e r ~ t I h a d 1 ~ t h a n t h e o t h e r c r m s .  Thenwe 
m o v e d a w a y f r r m t h e ~ n e i ~ w l . l e n I w a s i n t h e f i ~  
g r a d e ~ c ~ l e m n r e d t o I n d i a n E b ~ a n d I a t t m d e d s c h o o l ~ t h e  
rest of that fifth grade ard part of the sixth grade until about 
FebTuaryofthesixthgrade. H t h e ~ w e m m e d a v m y f m m  
Ihmsas nei-, it was far away frcm Athfiuls ancl my sister at 
that tine was at- high school and it was very difficult to get 
toschoolwithcrut j u s t w a U c i q a r d w e m w e d t o t h e n e i ~ a t  
7 b d i a n P o i r r t b e c a u s e t h e r e w e r e ~ ~ k i d s t h a t d r w e ~ t o  
schwl part time and it was easier to get to -1 d a little bit 
closer. Fartof thet imewl-mthe~therwasbad,  shermwdard 
hxcded in hcruses in A t h a s .  We lived there until about F'ebruary of 
1924 at lhdian Paint. Then m merved to Athens mostly because of 
a- school. I Q  dad started w m M q  for charlie UAt, a M e r  
in homes and nniles z d  cattle. H e  workd for h i m  until 1926 an3 
~ ~ ~ k i r r g c m t h e c & f M R a i l r o a d .  whenwenrvnredtoA.thens--the 
c o a l m i n e a t ~ m r t h e s l d o f ~ ~ w a s c a l l d t h e ~ a b a s h O o a l M i n e  
d h a d j W d e t h a v i c r u s - a n d i t I M d s a m h a r d E l h i p  
especially in the north park of Athenst because a lot of the people 
thatlivedinthenorthpartofA-&enswereooalminers. Soa la to f  
thm had mnred away and them were a lot of enpQ houses and of clc~lrse 
smeofthemfcnadj&sinSprinsfieldandwerea to drive 
back foath to Sprhyfield. It was a lcnger *wit is t a b y  
b e c a ~ ~ e p l h a d t o g o a r r x u d w h a t i s R c R z t e 1 2 4 n c r w a x " l d i t ~ ~  
eighteen m i l e s  to Springfield rather than twelve like it is tcday. 
So it was a lmrg drive in a Mdel-T Ford, an old car. So a  lot of 
pople just mwed to Springfield and hauses mre left empty. A lot of 
t h m h a d ~ j u s t ~ h a z s e s a r d t h e r e w a s m c a l l f o r t h e m ,  s o a  
lot of the hauses were bm dam by p q l e  who lived in the 
neigWmrhood for fuel. Even ~t wasn't the depression time 
there were still people who felt the recession in Athens on acwuntr of 
the coal mine of themwere f m  cliff- job a t  didn't 
pay as w e l l .  So Umse hauses were just vandalized and torn dawn, 
-ofthem. W e l i v e d i n a ~ ,  itwasorwofthebetterhcrut3es 
really in the north end a t  that tb. It was on Main Street an3 a 
by the - of John Bmwn had lived them anwd it. lhen he < 
g o n e t b S p r ~ i e L d m a c c c r u n t o f ~ k a n d t h a t w a s ~ - m  I 

rented the house. It had been since he had left for 
~prinsfield. It didn't have elechicity in it. It had a big barn fmt 



Q: Nclw you said that your dad worm for the railroad he came to 
tcrwn. 

Q: What are yaur impressions of him working on the railroad? 

A: Well it was a d i f f m  type of work than he had dme. He had 
always been a famzc eud mt nw;ant 1- hrxlrs. When we lived in the 
ccruntry he got up at fcrur o'clock in the rmrming and worm unti l  six, 
that was the normal^, h e w a r h d d l s i x ~ t h w c x r e h w a e a n d  

Q: what did he do? 

Q: Naw haw did the depression affect your family when he lost his 
job? 



A: Well he just h m d a t e l y  got jab at the coal mine. My dad 
was nenrer out of work, he always mked at -. sumtires the 
jabs didn't pay so well lnrt he never- mmplayed. 

Q: So did the depression have any mt influence on ycur family? 

A: Oh yes, I think it did. Well for me thing, there was no work for 
thekidsaswegraduated, asweg&artofhighs&ml,  therewasno 
work for us to do. I mrked but nut at arry kind of steady work. I 
had bkenled to pcssibly go into Zxlsiness as a or wmthhg 
1 i k e ~ t ~ I I t o o k i d l w o r k i n h i ~ s c h o o l t o g o ~ t h a t  
b u t ~ w a s m 0 f W t t n b e h a d .  Istaodinlinesin 
Springfield, long l i n e s ~ ~ ~ y b e  scabe capmy was hiring for any of 
work awl weld go hb Springfield, hi- in arrd stand in lines for 
ahalf a d a y a t a h a n d f i n d c R z t ~ ' d h h c a e o r ~ ~ 1 e o r  
ma* rime. So I worked at odd jobs for n 1- tirae. 

A: Well of camw when I llKwed to Athens I was only in the sixth 
grade, that was a b u t  F&ruary and I can't think of anythhg 
crutstarrding that happened a l e  I was in grade -1 in Athens. 

A: Oh yes, I didn't feel like I wasn't ameptd e w a  thowgh I was an 
ole a m t r y  kid. I was still and got dang well with the 
d . l i l d r m a n d t h e k i d a ~ t m r e m y s p e c i a l  frierrdswmreof cclurse, 
m-ly l a e i ~ r h o o d  kids W t  yau gut acquainted with a lot: mre 
p e o p l e b y c c a n i r r g t o a h l d t h a b i g g e r a - m y a u h d i n  
the country. We played similar types of garrres that we played in the 
w. Al- there weren't, not as many-well .Uley weren't 
organizedbyateacheroranythingbut inthecauntrytheremre 
enough children ym a u l d  organize a gams and the older kids usually 
did the organizing. But in A- Uwxe wasn't as m& as that 
organized play at recess, except for baseball. They did play a lot of 
baseball but that was usually older kids, eighth graders, well 
was mre kids that played lxtt of ccrurse at  that t h  there were kids 
in Eschool that were older, s a r ~  of them had failed and same of them 
wwre faurteen or fifteen years old ard just jn the eighth grade, they 
weremregrcrwnupthanIwas. B u t I ~ a t A ~ H i ~ S c h o o l  In 
the fall of 1926 ard that ms a different experierzce. Of course I was 
still a m  an A- sdrool h r t  I hadn't gutten wer sarns of 
-1 I suppose being brcRagbt up in the mmky made yau a little 
rrmrefihy. S o w h e n I ~ t o s c h o o l i t ~ a n ~ i e m e t o g o i n t ~  
a separate raam for class, have an assably with all the four 
years of school in the s h d y  hall at me tire. But I enjayed high 
school and had a lot: of friends in high school and I didn't go inta 
sp#rts except for track. I was a good badwbdl player, we played 
internrural & we had hkmaml ball t eam and I played in those but 
n w e  was an the regular teams. 

Q: Can you mmrhr scm of your outside activities other than school 
at  that time? Celebrations? 


































