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Preface

This manuscript is the product of tape-recorded interviews conducted
by Elizabeth Canterbury for the Oral History Office on March 12, 1982.
Margaret Reeder transcribed the tapes and Kay Jchansen edited the
transcript. Herbert Shannon reviewed the transcript.

Herbert Shannon was born on a farm near Athens, Illinois on September
1, 1912. He moved with his family into the city when he was eleven
years old. Except for several months and World War IT years he has
lived in Athens the rest of his life.

Mr., Shannon came from a close-knit family consisting of an older .
sister and a twin gister and his parents. His father was a hired man
on local farms and later a construction worker and sectionhand on the
C&IM Railroad. He involved Herbert in his activities and taught him a
love for people and nature.

Herbert's grandfather had been mysteriocusly murdered arxd Herbert's
father (as a ten year old boy) was given to a farmer who was mean to
hj-m.

Mr, Herbert Shannon was a depression graduate of Athens High School
but was never without a job—even to managing a grocery store for $8 a
week. Being mechanically inclined he later became an excellent
self-taught mechanic. He had a keen interest in cars as they
developed from the International High Wheeler.

In this interview, Herbert related changes in Athens from the early!
1900s until today. He enumerated and described businesses on both |
sides of Main Street. Although a loyal Athenian, he was objective in
his evaluation of life in a small town.

Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that it is a
transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, narrator and
editor sought to preserve the informal, conversational style that is
inherent in such historical sources. Sangamon State University is not
responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for views
expressed therein; these are for the reader to judge.

The manuscript may be read, quoted and cited freely. It may not be
reproduced in whole or in part by any means, electronic or mechanical,
withm(tksermission in writing from the Oral History Office, Sangamon
State University, Springfield, Illinois 62794-9243.
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Herb Shannon, March 12, 1982, Athens, Illinois.
Elizabeth Canterbury, Interviewer.

Q: Herb shannon, you have spent most of your life living in Athens,
I1linois and we'd like to have same of your impressions of what it's
like to grow up in a small rural Midwestern town. To begin with,
let's start by finding out where you were born and when.

A: I was not born in Athens. I was born on a fam about five miles
northeast of Athens September 1, 1912. The farm was owned by Bert
Kincaid at that time. At the present time it's owned by Albert
Kincaid, his grandson. I had a twin sister and Dr. Mudd was the
doctorthatattmﬂedthedelivery About a month later, for reasons I
don't know, we moved away. We moved down by Tice and I think the
people'’s name was Grosball that owned the farm. My dad worked there,
that wmteronthefamandtheyfed cattle prmc:l.pally, it was an
ocmpatlon during the winter months. Then the following year,
smnetmintheSprux;Isuppose they moved to near Tallula and I
think the name of the pecple was Colby. They lived there until I was
about three years old., Then they moved back to the Indian Point
commmnity and lived on a farm owned by Archibald Kincaid. And that is
vwhere my earliest remembrances of childhood things start, at that
farm,

Q: Now let's stop a minute. Do you want to give some background for
your mother and your father?

A: My mother was born in Tallula, Illinois on September 29, 1887 and
her parents came from Kentucky and my grandmother's maiden name was

Raikes, Martha Raikes, and my grandfather's name was Jchn Hardwick.

Mymtlmrwas,asIsaid born in Tallula and in pre-school time, I

don't know exactly when, they moved up to the Indian Point Commmity
and bought a small farm. I think it was about nine acres. My mother
attended Indian Point School, nine grades. At that time they taught
te.ngradesatIm.l.anPointSdmol. There was the old building thati's

since been torn down and replaced by the present building that's still
there, not as a school.

My father was born near Sweetwater, Illinois on June 30, 1883 and his
mther'snamewasl.oulzaMcKmneyandhis father was Michael
His father was apparently murdered, from what my grandmother told
father. He was returning from being in Greenview on a shopping tri
I suppose at night, and walking home and he was known to have left
Greenview but he never arrived at home., They thought he was possibly
murdered and waylaid on the way hame and the body disposed of, At |
that time they didn't investigate accidents like that, and

disappearances. So nothing was ever known about it. 'IhenhewasI
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suppose presumed dead so she could remarry arnd being a widow with
seven small children she did remarry, within a year or so, to a man
named Hamilton. They still lived on the farm by Sweetwater for awhile
and then moved to Greenview, Illinois where Hamilton died when my
father was near ten years old, around ten. Then there was no support
for a widowed woman so my grandmother found hames for the children.
She kept the two daughters, I believe, with her and the other
children were placed foster homes., My father was placed in a home
near Springfield, north of Springfield, between Andrew I suppose and
Springfield. His older brother was on a farm down near Damascus,
Illinois, a school district of Demascus. My father had a pretty rough
time where he lived. He was sick for a while and he had to work hard,
had to haul mine props into Springfield, cut props in the tinber and
that's hard work for a boy ten years old. So after he'd been there
almost a year, he ran away from that place and walked to the Damascus
neighborhood to where his brother was living. The pecple there found
him a home with Baums and he lived and worked for the Baums until he
was in the upper teens. Then he just went out on his own and worked
aroundd through the neighborhood and my folks were married in May of
1907 and I had an older sister that was four years older than Doris
and I.

Q: Were there any other people living in your household at that time?

A: I had a great-grandmother, her name was Martha Raikes and she had
been widowed several years before that and her children were all grown
at the time she was widowed. They had moved here from Kentucky
about—-well I never was sure. It wag in the early 1880's. My
grandfather and grandmother were married in Tallula shortly after they
came, so it was probably the middle 1880's I should say when they came
here from Kentucky. After he died, she just lived with her married
children, which was camon in those days. She was a small woman, very
active, and she lived with my folks, Well, she would live with my
folks and then she would live with same of her own children at
different times. I think she lived with us as I recall at least four
different winters before she died. I think the last year she lived
with us I was about ten years o0ld. She was the only other person who
lived with us ocutside of one winter when I was small. We lived at the
Kincaid place as I've said before and I was approximately between
three and four years old and I can still recall that my dad's
half~brother, Stephen Hamilton, and his wife and tiny baby lived a
winter with us. And I was impressed of course and I remember,
probablymammtofthebabyasmmhasanymmg,butthat'sthe
only other pecple that lived with us when I was a child.

Q: What are some of your recollections of hame life in you early
years?

A: The earliest I recall is the same place that I spoke of before and
they are just small things that I remember. My sister had typhoid
when I was real young and we stayed with my grandmother. I can
remember a few things that happened at my grandmother's like my
sister ard I were playing out in the lot and a kitten ran out under
the horses in the lot and I just ran out and got the kitten from under
the horses. And I was told that wasn't the thing to do. I hadn't
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t there was any danger of course being about four years old |
maybe, but I can remember that I was told that was not the thing
do. Just a few things like that, I remember my Aunt Lillian was gping
to school at Indian Point and one morning while she wasg getting ready
to go to school we fed her lunch to the dog and that wasn't a very
good idea. Just mmall things like that. :

Q: Do you remember visits to Athens?

A: Yes, we had a horse and buggy and I can remember coming to Athens,
Usually we made trips like my Dad and I would come in on Saturday
evening and get the groceries. The whole family didn't go at night to
get groceries in those earlier years. Maybe my sister would go with
my dad or I would go. I remember some trips to Athens but I was young
encugh then that I don't remember a whole lot about it except that
riding in the buggy at night with no lights. I can remember that.

Qs Doyouhaveanyi:rpressimsofAthmsinym:rrealearlyyears?

A: Well, when I was probably more like six or seven years old I can
remember coming into Athens and buying groceries. The principle place
we bought groceries was at Frank Howard's. His store was located
where the present Athens Baptist Chapel is. There was a big hitching
rack on the east side of the store, all along the street and we'd tie
our horse there and go into the store. If you had a blanket or
anything in your buggy, it's just like today, you couldn't lock your
buggy like you can your car so you took your blankets and everything
in the store with you because people took things then just like they
would take them today if you had an unlocked car. So we would buy our
groceries arnd occasionally we would go to the movie. We called it a
picture show in those days and I don't remember too much about the
early movies except the camedies, I kind of liked those, The earliest

mvieIrananberwascoveredWa%. It kind of impressed me for scme
reagon or other. There was a p player, a perscn who played the

piano that accompanied the story and played loud and fast music when
the horse chase was on and slow misic when it was dramatic.

Q: Now do you remember where you started school?

A: I started school after we lived at this place near Indian Point.
When I was near five years old we moved to the Damascus neighborhood
and my older sister of course was in school and we lived there about a
year before I started school and that was in Damascus. It was a
one-roam school and taught all eight grades. There were about thirty
pupils attended. The first grade when I started there were three of
us in it, my twin sister and George Iee. Of course George lee was my
bosom buddy you might say for about four years that we attended
Damascus School. Oh, we played games on noon hours and recess.
Sametimes we got there early before school and played baseball when
the weather permitted and Run, Sheep, Run. And we played same type of
game where you had a base, I can't remember what we called it but qach
perscn had a base and then we tried to steal over to the other
person's base, WeplayedArxiy—overmtheschoolhmse. Of course ithe
bigger kids always dominated the games and the little cnes were a
nuisance, We thought we were playing but probably we weren't. We
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probably were just rurming back and forth and not being considered
really part of the game. But it was an enjoyable time and we had
kids that were sort of I suppose mean, caused trouble in school, bggme
it didn't seem like there was any of them did anything very wrong.

Q: Do you have any recollections of any of the teachers?

A: Well the teacher that I started under was Melvin Parrish and he's
still living over at Greenview., He was drafted into the Army during
World War I, about the first of October I think, right after about a
month of school and then Iula Iott, she was Imla Cantrall at that
time, she was a young woman probably just out of high school and she
finished cut that year. Then the next year there was a new woman
named Iaura Heflin taught us and she was the teacher until the last
part of the last year that I atterded Damascus and then Henry Holler
was the teacher. He was the first, or rather the second man teacher,
ut the man teacher that I had longer than the other one. Then we
moved away from the Damascus neighborhood when I was in the fifth
grade and we moved to Indian Point and I attended school there the
rest of that fifth grade and part of the sixth grade until about
February of the sixth grade. And the reason we moved away from
Damascus neighborhood, it was far away from Athens and my sister at
that time was attending high school ard it was very difficult to get
to school without just walking and we moved to the neighborhood at
Indian Point because there were some cother kids that drove cars to
school part time and it was easier to get to school and a little bit
closer. Part of the time when the weather was bad, she rocmed and
boarded in houses in Athens. We lived there until about February of
1924 at Indian Point. Then we moved to Athens mostly because of
atterding school. My dad started working for Charlie Iott, a dealer
in horses and mules and cattle. He worked for him until 1926 and then
started working on the C&IM Railroad. When we moved to Athens—the
coal mine at the north end of Athens was called the Wabash Coal Mine
and had just closed the previocus summer and it made a real hardship
especially in the north part of Athens because a lot of the pecple
that lived in the north part of Athens were coal miners. So a lot of
them had moved away and there were a lot of empty houses and of course
some of them found jobs in Springfield and were attempting to drive
back and forth to Springfield. It was a longer trip than it is today
because you had to go around what is Route 124 now and it was about
eighteen miles to Springfield rather than twelve like it is today.
So it was a long drive in a Model-T Ford, an old car. So a lot of
pecple just moved to Springfield and houses were left empty. A lot of
them had been just rental houses and there was no call for them, so a
1otofthehm;sesweretomdownbypeoplewholivedinthe
neighborhood for fuel. Even though it wasn't the depression time
there were still people who felt the recession in Athens on account: of
the coal mine and some of them were finding different jobs that didn't
pay as well. So these houses were just vandalized and torn down,
several of them. We lived in a house, it was one of the better houges
really in the north end at that time. It was on Main Street ard a
by the name of John Brown had lived there and owned it. Then he
gone to Springfield on account of work and that was the reason we
rented the house. It had been empty since he had left for ,
Springfield. It didn't have electricity in it. It had a big bamn put
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in the back and a nice chicken house, a coal house, but no
electricity. So while we lived there, actually about a year after we
lived there, my folks wanted electricity so the man said he didn't
want to wire it himself but if we could get it wired for one month's
rent (we were paying thirteen dollars a month rent) why go ahead. So
they had Leon Clark wire the house and I climbed up in the attic with
him and watched him wire the house. He just put a single light
dropped down in the center of each room and the whole job was ten
dollars and fifty cents for wiring the house.

Q: Now you said that your dad worked for the railroad when he came to

A: Well we'd been in town about two years before he worked on the
railroad.

Q: What are your impressions of him working on the railroad?

A: Well it was a different type of work than he had done. He had
always been a farmer and that meant long hours. When we lived in the
country he got up at four o'clock in the morning and worked until six,
that was the normal time, he worked until six arxd then came home and
ate after six. Of course when we lived in the country we went to bed
about eight o'clock so there wasn't that much of evenings, except on
like Saturday night the neighbors would come in and play cards. But
after he started working on the railroad then he worked eight hours a
day. He went to work at seven in the morning and quit at four and
that was real umusual because he had evenings to work on the garden
ard sometimes in the summer we'd walk out in the country. He and T
would go out in the country and pick blackberries and a lot of things
because there was more time to do things. Of course he worked six
days a week. Pay at that time was thirty-six cents an hour for the
railroad.

Q: What did he do?

A: He was a sectionhand. Well originally when he started first for
the railroad they were rebuilding the camplete roadbed from
Springfield to Peoria or near Peoria and he worked on construction of
the railroad and then he was kept on as a sectionhand, they called
them a sectionhand. They had a bogs, a foreman and three to four
workmen. Sometimes if they had extra amount of work to do they would
hire other pecple and there were always pecple idle and waiting to get
the job and a place to work. But normally the crew was about three
men and the foreman and they just maintained the roadbed, locked for
loose joints and loose ties and just any sort of trouble and just a
general maintenance of the roadbed. He worked at that until about
1931 or 1932 and of course the depression caused the railroad to draw
in a little bit and then they only kept about one man in the sectimn,
a foreman, and they hired extra pecple in the summer. I worked on the
railroad after I got of high school in the summer, just part-time.

Q: Now how did the depression affect your family when he lost his
job?
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A: Well he just immediately got another job at the coal mine. My dad
was never out of work, he always worked at something. Sometimes the
jobs didn't pay so well but he never was unemployed.

Q: So did the depression have any great influernce on your family?

A: Oh yes, I think it did. Well for one thing, there was no work for
the kids as we graduated, as we got out of high school, there was no
work for us to do. I worked but not at any kind of steady work. I
had intended to possibly go into business as a bookkeeper or something
like that and I took commercial work in high school to go into that
but there was none of that to be had. I stood in lines in
Springfield, long lines--maybe some company was hiring for any type of
work ard we'd go into Springfield, hitchhike in and stand in lines for
a half a day at a time and find cut they'd hire one or two pecple or
maybe none. So I worked at odd jabs for a long time.

Q: Iet's go back and pick up same of the events as you progressed.
through high school.

A: Well of course when I moved to Athens I was only in the sixth
grade, that was about February and I can't think of anything
outstanding that happened while I was in grade school in Athens.

Q: Were you accepted as a new yourgster in school?

A: Oh yes, I didn't feel like I wasn't accepted even though I was an
ole country kid. T was still accepted and got along well with the
children and the kids that were my special friends were of course,
naturally neighborhood kids but you got acquainted with a lot more
peoplebyccmmgtoasdmolmthablggerattaﬂaxnethanymhadin
the country. We played similar types of games that we played in the
country. Although there weren't, not as many--well they weren't
organizedbyateameroranythinghmmthecmntrythmwere
enmghchlldrenywowldorgamzeagameanitheolderkidsusually
did the organizing. But in Athens there wasn't as much as that
organized play at recess, except for baseball. They did play a lot of
baseball but that was usually older kids, eighth graders, well there
was more kids that played but of course at that time there were kids
in school that were older, some of them had failed and some of them
were fourteen or fifteen years old and just in the eighth grade, they
were more grown up than T was, But I started at Athens High School in
the fall of 1926 ard that was a different experience. Of course I was
still attending an Athens school but I hadn't gotten over scme of
the--well I suppose being brought up in the country made you a little
more shy. So when I started to school it was an experience to go into
a separate room for each class, have an assembly with all the four
years of school in the study hall at one time. But I enjoyed hich
school and had a lot of friends in high school and I didn't go into
sports except for track. I was a good basketball player, we played
intermaral ard we had intermural ball teams and I played in those but
never was on the regular teams.

Q: Can you remember some of your ocutside activities other than school
at that time? Celebrations?




















































