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Helen Jensen Shannon w a s  born in Athens on January 10, 1912. She is a 
-of StephmEngland, me o f t h e  first early settlers to  
cmsstheSangammRivm. ~ f o r h e r c o l l e g e y e a r s a n d a f e w v a r  
mnths she has lived her entire l i f e  in AIA-ms, Illinois. S h e  has 
vivid recollectim of her ~ a r l y  life.  She uwns her father's life 
diaq and & bookwhid~ she -. Her parents hs t i l l ed  in  her 
a deep love of f d l y  and camunity. 

Helen when the local high s&ml was built (1918). She 
describes the cawbxction of the fimt area hard road (Wte 29) in 
1919, and family trips in the 1913 Mbdelq and later m d e l  cars. 
Helen relates the rra~nce of her pamnts and stories that her 
gmndmther told her. She has aCCUllDilated family and local history 
since Eihe was a little g i r l .  

Readars of the oral history m i r  should hew in mind that it is a 
transffipt of the q d e n  word, and that the irytewietmr, narrator and 
editor smght to 7 the informal, carnrarsaticndl style that is 
hhmnt in such hstmical wxces. Sangamm State uni-ity is not 
respmsible for the factual accuracy of the mir, nor for views 

therein; these are for the to j w .  

The mnuscript m y  be read, quoted ard cited freely. It may not: ks 
reproduced in whole or in p a r t  by arry msam, electronic or mechanical, 
w i t h o u t  permissioaz in writing £ran the O r a l  History office, Sangaim 
State University, Sprinsfield, Illinois 62794-9243. 



Table of . 
Bac)cgraund . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  A m  in .ule 1920s 2 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  TheGrainEl@vator 3 

B r i I l e S ~ ~  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  4 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Immigration to Athens 6 

Athens IXlrhg World War I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  7 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ~mwingup 8 

. . . . . . . . . . . .  The T Y a h  and Transportation by Auto 11 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  The Armistice Parade 14 

. . . . . . . . .  The Spanish Influenza and Elemntary School 16 

HighRhoo1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  19 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Trip to Florida 22 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Childhood and Gam;s 23 

Athens in ths 1920s and 1930s . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  24 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Mamiage 26 

The Streets and Sidmalki in the 1920s . . . . . . . . . . .  27 
Lazal- . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  29 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  h A- 32 

Workat theAthens fiibraryas ths- Historian . . . . . .  33 I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Hml . to supp* A- 35 



Helen Shannan, March 12, 1982, Athens, Illinois. 

Q: Helen Shannon, yau were born in A- and yrxl have lived here a l l  
m 
A: That 's right. 

A: I was born on EaEEt Hargnns Street m J- lOth, 1912 at seven 
o'clock in the morning and a Dr. MLtdd delivered- because Dr. H i l l  
h a d t w l o ~ p e c p l e a n d h e t m k t h e f i r s t m e ~ c h w a s t h e  
Graham and he deliveredMaurice, So I had Dr. I&dd. IQmLhmwas 
~ L a w r x l 3 1 a n d h - b o r n ~ o f A t h e n s o n a f a r m n e a r ~ n w  
Villa W i a  is. Her father was John Lawson and he came to the United 
States fram England tjhen he was sevmben yeam old w i t h  his parents. 
TheysettledinFmnsylvania, w ~ ~ ~ f m t h e m i n i n g a r e a i n  
England so of course they cams to a m i n i n g  area in w i c a .  Then 
later he cams to Jacksonville, Illinois & the Wabash mine in 
A- was sunk he decided that was a good place to m e  so he mavad 
herealxnl t thet imethatmy~wasbom. Soshesperrthermtire 
l i f e  in A t h a w  and she lived in the rural area until she was a grclwn 
y o u q  lady Wt she at- the AUm-a grade school for eight yeara 
graduathghrcanthere. I @ f a t h e r w a s ~ C h r b J e n s e n a n d h e v m  
born in Cornland, 111inoi.s. He mwed to the ~ndian mint area prim 
t O t h e ~ h e ~ t O ~ l b e c a u s e h e d i d a l l h i s s c h o o l ~ ,  
nine years, at Imlhn Point. His fa- ard- cam to the area 
toworkforaMr. K i r k ~ ~ s w i f e h a d d i e d ~ h s ~ ~ t o  
r u n t h @ f a n m a n d ~ t o d o h i s ~ k f o r h i m .  Sotheymade 
that and they lived .there until Mr. Kirk's death wfiid~ was 
in 1899. T h e n m y v l r r w e d c e z t  southof Athens. Butrny dad 
had lived in .the Irrdian mint area that  nu^& of the tirtle. His mtbr 
w a s a d e s c e n d a n t o f t h e H a l l a n d ~ ~ f a r m l l i e s w h o ~ i n t o t h a  
area in 1918. The Erqlandls, Bwmrd Stelphen Ehgland, settled in the 
Cantmll area and that was a mt great m a t h e r ,  I &nit know hcrw 
marry greats of mine. The Halls and settled in the A t h a w  
~ a n d l i k e w i s e ~ a b a r t t h e s a n r e ~ ~ f ~ t s ,  1dOn't)aww 

haw marry. I am therefore a descendarrt of early settlers. In fact nry 
~t whatever-~nglardwas supposed tohavebeen the first 
t\lrrtrran north of the m. And Rmemd England performed the first 
marriage that took place in the area. yt sister Gladys was born in 
N-, because my dad decided that he and a cousin of his, Char* 
Jensen, had gone att to Nebraska to hmested d Charles had 

Iwt my dad had rebnmd to 1llinois in 1904 after an 
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expeditim across the d hills. Then he decided after he was 
~ i d t h a t h e a n d ~ r n a t h s r ~ d g o c R z t t h e r e ~ f a r m f o r h i s  
Uncle Cwnen Jmsen, nry great uncle. They stayed them until after ,nry 
sister was born d they didn't like it. They am ba& to Illinojs. 
Sha was born in 1909 in Athens. 

Q: Well m, weus G l a d y s  the first bnm of the family? 

A: she WIS the oldest of the family, she was born in 1909 and I was 
born in 1912. I was born in Januaxy and she was my. I was actually 
two and a half yeam than her. They had q t  W house that 
I was born in before I2-q wmt to Nebraska and they didn't sell it EM 
assoanasi twasvacat&of  tenmtstheymrvedintothatharrwand 
thatwas~Iwasbomandnry~brotherrrwerealsobomthere.  
My older brwther k-~ Man31 of 1913 and the other brather in April of 
1914, so W f d l y  was bang, bang, bang. 

A: I fmgot to l w k  for tbs mmber of it while I was preprkq this. 
It~sthesecmdhouseeastofWood~anIEargrave.  ThatahoPlld 
identify it. It didn't have a rarmber at the t h  I was  born, i twas 
the little house in Eet Athens to us old fo-. We lived next door 
to-. W e l i v e d e a s t o f P a P e r s a r r d ~ o f S j m p x m .  T h e m  
family that lived there so rrrany years, they didn't like us too well,, 
we~~tqUi t eh ighc la s senmgh tod t them.  Andthesixpaw, 
Mks. ~ ~ m s v e r y ~ ,  h e r m a i n c m c e m w a s t o l r n a w t h a t s h e ~  
married to  h i m  legzUy. That was her worry and she ended up hanging 
herself in the doorway of me of thebadzcaw. The :i&mnthat 
ran the filling h t i m  faundher and cams over to aur hause to tell 
us about it. Of course that was excitirg. 

b 

Q: N m  about how old were you? 

A: That was about 1923 or 1924 d it was q y i t e  an exciting t h  w h a  
hecamoverthereallexcited. Healwaystalksdwithabrqueandhe 
~ d h a r d l y l s a y w h a t h e w a s t r y ~ ~ s a y a t a L 1 b e c a u s e h e ~ t o o  
axcitedabcrutit. O t h e r t h a n a b c r u t ~ ~ w h e n l r r y h u s b a n d a r d I  
were first  married in 1941 and a k m t  nine mnths when hems i n  the 
-ice and we lived in Maphis, Tennessee, I've lived i n  Athens my 
entire l i fe .  O f  axme I considered myself an Athenian I lived 
i n w e ~ t ~ t h e n s ~ ~ ~ ~ t a n ~ a n d ~ ~ i n ~ ~ ~ ~ h i ~  
w h e r e I w a s s t i l l a n ~ t h e n i a n ~ I w a s o u t o f t c r w n .  ~ 0 1 h a n r e  
kYlerwnA.Ulans for a 1- t he  and I ~ ~ ~ t m e - t  as being all 
the stores in aperation wl.1An I was girl and quite an ~ i t i n g  place. 
Saturday night ms the night in twn, the only night the s b m s  wtare 
open. Of clxlrse wwkirrg hours - c c n s i m l y  loxqer thm. A lot 
of theIxlsine8sof Athenswascmductdwithf-whn'sworkerded 
ym might say dark, rn didn't have daylight time then of came. ?td 
all the farmers and people who worked hcrurs that t h q  CCQtldnVt ge t  
uptcm wee in tam on Saturday night to bply their grooeriies, and of 
murse to get a little recreation because they hadn't had too nnxch all 
week. S a m y  night in the m i m e  was the night Uley had ice 
cream -Mr. wfiich were held just saRh of Mutt's. lhsre had beer/ a 
h c x l s e i n t h e r e t h a t h a d b e n m c l v e d b e f o r e 1 ~ ) r u t t h e t r e e s  
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were still there ad it ms sort of like a little park. It was r w l l y  
a beautiful plaoe for ice cyeara m. 

Q: N w  that like an apen air picture shm or a theatre? 

A: & no, it was in what is part of Cantrallls stom nm, the nom 
sectian of C%&mllls store would be where that theatre was. That was 
quite exl=it*. W e  went into the theatre, the li*b were a l l  cn ancl 
~ v i s i t a d ~ y a k h d u p a s t c r r m ~ t h e n t h e y ~ d t u m t h e  
lights off and we all gut quiet and mkhed the big event of the 
picture shuw. It was usually a full house. 

Q: HCkj old yau these activities were going? 

A: I can go* in 1918 or wen earlier than that. I 
going Dad W in 1920 to help drive sonm Md&+i"s 

back to Athens far pecple and Zunt Daisy stayed w i t h  us. I 
w e ~ w m t t o t h e a h c r w w i t h t h e k i . d s t h a t n i g h t .  Iwascmeof the 
v m m  ym knw, a t  ten nahmlly I &d be. But I r e m m h x  that &ow 
my back when I was going there. m t l s  in early history. 

Q: What w a s  the ice crem socials like? 

A: a l e y s e t u p t a b l e s h t h s p a r k a n d i t w a s h m i c e m .  
They had cabs that were baked by different ladies in the tcrwn. 
Everybody stayed arcsmd, they just didn't ccane up and m t  ice cream 
and go haute, it was a visitingtims. It occupied a good part of yau. 
wening because you visited w i t h  friends and ex dmrs an3 
neighbors, etc. So it was a social &ly an3 quite an irrtereathg 
pl2lce. 

Q: Soth is  f2lrmingareanallyhadagreat effect myow family 
life? 

A: Oh yes. ?heyhadm elmtors in tam- I was agirl.  % 
other me was torn dcrwn in early l92O1s, it was in north Athms. 
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Wlt Dad of course rurrnirvg the one in East Athens was the one I was 
in-in. Andframthetopof ~ e l w a t o r y w r c c r u l d s e e t h q  
sta- in Sprinsfield really out the windclw m the smth and 
y c r u c e # l l d ~ h a n a p e n d o o r m t h e w e s t a n d j u s t l o o k w e r t h e  
mole tam. Then the other favorite place a t  the e l m t o r  of amme 
was the hitching rack. It w a s  sort of like h v h g  a trapeze bar, we 
c a u L d t u m ~ u l ~ y a ~ z ~ a n d d o d i f f e r e s l t ~ o n t h e b a r *  I 
w a s  always fascinated with the big q i n e  that was in the elevator 
t h a t s b r t e d t h e m o t o r .  I c a n m m m b e r d a d ~ m t h e b i g w t ' l s e l ,  
i t w a s  awheel abaut six foot high, and ste@ngonthatbigwheel to 
p u s h i t d c r w n t o g e t t h a t m t o r r s t a r t e d a r d ~ i m e S i t w a s h a r d t a  
do. 

a: Naw what did that mutor do? 

A: It ran d lifted the grain up to the taq? of the elevator so it 
~dbeloadedfrrtotherai lroadc2lrs .  

A: It was a gas01h-e er rgh ,  later cm it was replaced by an electric 
nrotar and the big engine w a s  remved but it was a really big gasoline 
engine. That elmtor was &ly quite a thing. 

Q: Is the elemtor still s h d h g ?  

A: Itis still standirYg but it's sum go* to pot. It's looks pmtty 
bad and I hate to think of it looking so bad. I think of huw Dad 
worksdat that th ingso l~andwas~sopmudof  i t a n d a m y t h i q .  
muse as I say he &art& when I was just: a little girl. 

Q: Gm yau tell us exactly where it is located? 

A: It is just east of the rail- m Hargrave Street d it was 
built after the mine d c h  was acmes the railroad & a little bit 
farther scuth was deserted. '&ley used that sam area for a pottery 
kiln taking clay out of the mine for a little while before the 
elevator was built. So I ' m  mt sure just exactly when it W d  haw 
been built. 

A: That was mine #1, they &led it. It was  the first mine sunk in 
Athens and it is an what is lwrw the Huffmn E m .  Y o u  can still prwe 
i t p r e ~ e a s y b y p ~ t o W f e e d l a t a n d ~ t h s a h a l e t h a t ' s  
thare Eumd the pieces of the old co;llcrete evm f m n  a foundation a€ 
the mine tipple. 

A: No, mine #2 was farther south I m m n k r .  I re;member it being 
there slrdbehgtomdcm, etc., thmgh I can't say I rambr it 
be- in operatim. But I it must have been shortly a m  
b e c a u s e i t w a s i n g o o d a h a p e ~ I c a n f ~ ~ i t .  OEcaurse 
eas tendwa~dners ,  t h e s t r e e t w e l i v e d o n w a s n ~ t a l l ~ b u t t h R  



two side streets were aLmost all miners and they all took in rcmms 
and boarders, single rrran who were also miners. 

Q: were ulese people still living there then as ycru were grawhg qp? 

A: Oh yes, they w e m  still miners and they worked either at Perkins 
or Barr or in S p r w i e l d  mines. 

A: ~ 0 f ~ W e r e l i k e I w a s .  lZleyWemEngl~andbadcin 
earlier days sclme of them wem of earlier families but 
they wtxe basicaLly Erglish desaent. 

Q: People frrrm this locality? 

A: Yes, they were m l e  &am ths ldity. In east Athens yes. N m  
that h l t  tsys in norh  A w .  Thatls whme the Foliah and 
Ljthuanians, ertc. m l e  settled that carae in for the mines. 

A: Well, that was the Wabash mine. I've got that infomatian at 
library but I can't just recall it right now. It was arrrund the turn 
of the cmhq.  I@ laother was born in 1887 and thatls when they ware 
s w  the mine. Qatdpa helpedwenk I'm sure with that part  of it 
be cause hem me here at that^, wyoucanjustabout: tel lwhenit  
was. I c a n ~ w f i e n I w a E t i n g r a d e s c h w l ,  inthixdorfourth 
grade possibly, if you made ary noise after school you really got b l d  
off because all of the CIrUdrsn of the miners wanted to hear the 
*etam-llM1lwasgamtomrkthenextdayornot. 
'ItJo wfiisUes told me t hbq  and one whistle told the other and that 
m s  r e d  hp0rtzu-k to the miners. Then i f  they had an accident at the 
mine the whistle wmld blow at the t he  of the accident and if the 
kids heard that whistle, yau knuw what they felt like. Them were a 
lot of aclcidenls in the mimes, just a lot of them. 3i1 those days 
safety -It l h  it is rxrw. There were a lot of people who w e m  
i n j u r e d a n d t h e r e ~ d e a m s t o o i n t h e m i n e s .  

Q: NCW did this W a b a s h  mine brw in a lot  of othsr p6cple? 

A: It employed bettar than a hundred pecrple so it w a ~ t  a big mine. It 
W a s ~ W a b a s h b e c a U s e a t t h e t i m i t w a s ~ t h e r a i l r o a d h a d  
Wabaah in its m. The railmad had a lot of different m. I 
mmxfb r  it as the 8 and SU. In 1926 thery sold it to C&IM so I 
m m b e r  as Wme tm names m l y .  I've always been c l a y  a s s c ~ ~ i a t d  
with the railmad, w i t h  Dad at the elmtor and living in the east: end 
still live by the railroad w it Is still my railroad, I1m htemd& 
in it. 

Q: Did ulese people mkt any diffmmce in yaur way of life whan they 
mcnredintothe-ty, mepeoplethatcametathemiraes? 

A: They mde a considerable difference in the tawn when all of this 
happened because the tuwn wasn't too flcrurishirvg at the periad before 






























































