
Preface 

This manuscript is the product of a tape-recorded interviews conducted 
by Cullom Davis for the Oral History office in the fall of 1980. Julie 
Allen transcribed the tapes and Linda Jett edited the transcript. 

J. Norman Shade was born on April 6, 1902 in Pekin, Illinois. His 
father had been a local newspaper editor who subsequently developed a 
real estate business. As a young boy Mr. Shade attended public schools 
and high school in Pekin, and also held various part-time jobs. Early 
in the 1930s he embarked on a political career through election and then 
reelection as assistant supervisor of Tazewell County. In 1939 he was 
elected Mayor of Pekin and served four terms, until resigning in 1954 to 
run for the General Assembly. 

Mr. Shade served as a Republican member of the Illinois House of 
Representatives for four terms, from 1955 to 1959 and 1967 to 1971. His 
principal interest in office was to serve the needs of his district 
constitutents. Consequently he took keen interest in highway, bridge 
and conservation project, as well as all matters coming before the 
Hunicipalities Committee. His memoir emphasizes his early years of 
public service, as he decided midway through the subject not to complete 
the work. Mr. Shade left the legislature in 1967 and served another 
two terms as Pekin's best known Mayor. A bridge across the Illinois 
River just north of town is named in his honor. 

Cullom Davis grew up in central Illinois, where he returned for a PhD in 
history at the University of Illinois after his undergraduate education 
at Princeton University. A specialist in American Studies and modern 
United States history, he taught at Indiana University before corning to 
Sangamon State University, where he is professor of history and director 
of the Oral History Office. He is active in the oral history 
profession, various historical organizations, civic activities and 
Democratic politics. He is married and the father of three children. 
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J .  Norman Shade, October 10, 1980, Pekin, Illinois. 

Cullom Davis, Interviewer. 

Q: hr. Shade, tell me about your birth and family. 

A: Well, I was born on April the 6th, 1902. And, of course, my mother's 
maiden name was Corry and my father was John H. Shade, He formerly 
lived at Shelbyville, Illinois and, at one time, lived in Wellington, 
Kansas, later moving to Pekin and was privileged to be the editar of the 
D a i l y  Post Tribune. 

Q: That was in Pekin? 

A: In Pekin, Illinois, yes .  

Q: I see. Was that his profession, a newspaperman? 

A: Well, my father was known for his writing ability and the opportunity 
came up for him to manage the paper by a gentleman by the name of 
Condaman. And, at tha t  time, as you probably know better than I ,  
getting advertising wasn't as easy as it is now. I ' v e  often heard my 
dad tell about he'd go down to see someone about an ad in the paper and 
the gentleman would say, "Well, John, you don't have much circulation 
from your paper. Well, I ' l l  tell you what 1 ' 1 1  do, Mr. Shade. I've got 
a couple of suits here I'd like to get rid of, I ' l l  give you a suit for 
an ad." Many a time my dad told me he took suits or groceries, anything 
to keep the paper going. 

Q: So he handled the business side as well as the editorial side of the 
paper? 

A: He handled it all. Then when the paper was sold to the Times 
Publishing Company, my dad, John H. Shade, started Shade's Honthly and 
it run for several years. And then a gentleman by the name of Hr. i 
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Matime from Washington, I l l i n o i s  wanted him t o  f o l l ow  the rea l  estate 
business. And, a t  t ha t  time, they were lay ing out the c i t y  of South 
Pekin, I l l i n o i s ,  which was being taken over by the Northwestern and 
estab l ish ing the shops there f o r  the Northwestern Railroad Company. 

Q: T e l l  me what the Shade's Monthly was. Was tha t  a magazine? 

A: That was a magazine. 

Q: I see. What k ind  o f  a magaz i ne was 

A: Oh, i t  was published here. Advert is ing and comments and loca l  news. 
Once a month i t  was published. Inc identa l ly ,  I have an o l d  copy here i f  
you would want t o  iook a t  i t  sometime. (pause) 

And so the Northwestern took over South Pekin and l a i d  i t  out i n  l o t s  
and t h a t ' s  where Mr .  John H. Shade gat i n  the rea l  estate business by 
handling a subdiv is ion f o r  Matime and Company of Washington, I l l i n o i s .  

Q: I see. Now, about when was that ,  do you know? 

A: I would say around 1912. 

Q: I sere. 

A: That would be my guess. I could be wrong on that .  

Q: Now, you were about ten  years o l d  then. Do you remember tha t  
subdiv is ion being mapped out? 

A: I remember going down there w i t h  my fa ther .  And they moved a l o t  o f  
Mexican laborers i n  there, which was q u i t e  in terest ing.  And thay mved 
the boxcars i n  f o r  the fami l i es  t o  l i v e  in. And there 's  s t i l l  a few o f  
them down there yet  i n  South Pekin. And my f r i e n d  and the gentleman you 
interviewed-none other than Harty Lohmrnrt-could r e a l l y  exp la in  how the 
roads were i n  those days. Muddy, and South Pekin was only what, f i v e  
miles, I presume, from Pekin? And many of times i t  was drove down by 
horse and buggy, get  stuck on the way dawn. Now i t ' s  a l l  d i f f e ren t ,  as 
you know. 

Q: Yes. Why d i d  the Northwestern Rai l road want t o  b u i l d  a t  t ha t  
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p a r t i c u l a r  l oca t ion?  Do you know? 

A: The on ly  t h i n g  I could t e l l  you on t h a t  was i t  concerned a very 
cen t ra l  p a r t  f o r  t h e i r  d i s t r i b u t i o n  between S t .  Louis and Chicago, about 
the  cen t ra l .  

Q: I see. And d i d  your fa the r  work fo r  the r a i l r o a d  . . . 

A: No. 

Q: . . , or f o r  himse 

of the  Northwestern r a i l r o a d ;  t h a t  

A: No. He was i n  the r e a l  es ta te  business and handled these l o t s  and 
so ld  them. And, o f  course, South Pekin a t  f i r s t  was q u i t e  booming 
because of the  development. They had t h e i r  shops there, a l l  t h e i r  shops 

t h i s  sect ion.  i s ,  i n  

Q: Yes. I suppose these were f a i r  
i f  they were fo r  working people? 

A: Oh, I imagine they so ld  f o r  two 

l y  small, low-cost l o t s ,  weren't they, 

and a quarter-$225. 

Q: I s  t h a t  r i g h t ?  (laughs) Yes. Was there  any d i f f i c u l t y  i n  Pekin 
because of  Mexican workers coming i n  there? 

along very w e l l .  But was there  any 

A: None a t  a l l .  

Q: . . . s p i l l o v e r  w i t h  the  Mexican 

A: Nane a t  a l l .  None a t  a l l .  They d i d n ' t  bother anything. They were 
gaad people, and they were hard workers. And I doubt i f  t h e r e ' s  any 
f a m i l i e s  there  ye t  t h a t  o r i g i n a l l y  came there. But there  was never any 
disturbance, i n  Pekin or  South Pekin. 

Q: You know, a t  t h a t  t ime, the Uni ted States and Mexico were not  g e t t i n g  . . .  

IS here? None? 

A: None t h a t  I ever r e c a l l  of o r  any t r oub le  whatsoever. 
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Q: I see. So what k ind  o f  houses were b u i l t  down there? Did your 
fa ther  handle the housing? 

A: Well, he handled the housing t o  the extent  that ,  as people sold, 
maybe they gave i t  t o  him fo r  sale. Or, as people moved down there, 
maybe they b u i l t  houses. But the main s t a r t  was handling the addi t ion.  

Q: I see. Now, d i d  he move i n t o  some other rea l  estate developments 
then? 

A: Oh, yes. That 's  when he got  i n  the rea l  es ta te  business and, o f  
course a t  one time, there were not too many rea l  estate f i rms  i n  town. 
There was John Hamilton, and he 's  long since deceased. He passed 
away-l don ' t  know when, but  q u i t e  some years ago. And there was Mar t in  
B. Lohmann and Company who handled insurance along w i t h  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  
ambitions thraughout the years. (laughs) And h i s  brother was w i t h  him, 
of  course. "Bat" Lohmann, they ca l led  him, Paul K. Lohmann. Fine man, 
a wonderful, wonderful wi fe,  goad fami ly.  But, as a matter o f  fac t ,  he 
served as Assessor unti l-he was Assessor when he passed away-what, 
four years ago? I imagine. 

Q: A l l  r i g h t .  T e l l  me more about your mother. Did she come from t h i s  
area? 

A: My mother was born a t  Mason Ci ty,  I l l i n o i s .  

Q: I see. Where d i d  they meet? 

A: They met a t  Shelbyvi l le,  my dad's hometown. 

Q: Where were you born, i n  Pekin? 

A: Been i n  Pekin a l l  my l i f e .  

Q: I see. Okay. 

A: The house I was born i 
and Bacon Street. 

s t i  1 1  stand i le torn ~er  of Washington 

Q: Washington and Bacon? 
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A: Yes. 

Q: All right. Te 
vary, very young. 

1 1 1  me what you remember Pekin was like when you were 

A: Well, we didn't have any sewer. I can remember when I worked for 
Oscar Winkle, who's still living and a wonderful person. They had no 
sewers down at Court Street a t  all. The toilets [were] out in the back 
down the alley. 

Q: What sort of businesses were here in Pek 
that you remember? 

in when you were a young boy 

A: Wall, we had two distilleries and had a brewery. Had the Corn 
Products Refining Company. Had the barrel factory, the cooper shop. 
Rinehart and Hyer Lumber Company. Velde Lumber Company. And E. L. 
Conklin Lumber Company. 

Q: I see. Was this a heavily German town? 

A: Very German. You couldn't hardly g e t  a job unless you could speak 
German. O f  course, then there were a lot of coal miners around here. 
There was a lot of good, wonderful Italian people. Every one I knew 
were just simply wonderful. I was welcome in their homes and in the 
French homes-there was quite a few French coal miners here, too. 

Q: Yes. Okay. 

A: They were great people. Honest, hard-working families. And that 
also is true of the German families. 

Q: Now, you were a young boy during World War I.  

A: Yes, I was fourteen, I would say. 

Q: Yet, about fourteen. Do you remember any difficulty i n  Pekin during 
the war because the United States was fighting Germany? 

A: Well, yes, I imagine there was some but i t  really wouldn't be worth 
publicizing because nobody would know about i t .  None's living that 
would know about it. And, if anything was mentioned, it might 
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discriminate about some of the heirs of those that were here at that 
time and I believe it would be superfluous, really, Mr. Davis. 

Q: I see. Were those difficult times in Pekin, during the war? 

A: No, I wouldn't say they were difficult. They had some dissension 
about foolishness, you know, like changing the name o f  a bank because it 
was the German-American National Bank. They had to take it o f f ,  and 
then they called it the American National Bank. 

Q: (chuckles) Yes. 

A: And like a German printing press here, run by Mr. Schmidt, a 
wonderful, good person. Honest as they come and a loyal American. But 
you had just a few radicals that insisted that the name be changed to 
the Free Press, and so it was. 

Q: I see. Was there a German language newspaper at the time? 

A: Not in Pekin,  no. There was one in Peoria but I couldn't tell you 
the name. 

Q: I see. What about German churches? Were there any . . . 

A: Yes, there was. I can't tell you the name of it, There was one in 
Pekin, way back in the 1900's. 

Q: I see. Well, what kind of a childhood did you have growing up? Were 
you active? 

A: Well, I ' l l  tell you, I suppose like all kids we had our football team 
and we had Hoff's Sluggers. 

Q: What were Hoff's Sluggers? 

A: They were a kids' basebal 
lest all the rest. And, out 
there's only one of them liv 

1 team. I think we won the first game and 
of that whole group that I remember, 
ing beside myself. 

Q: I s  that  right? 



J. Norman Shade 

Used 
our k i d  

A:  That 's  a l l  I can r e c a l l ,  and t ha t ' s  Bobby Hoff.  Robert Hoff. 
t o  l i v e  r i g h t  on the corner down here. Well, of  course, we had 
hockey teams, but we played i n  the s t reet ,  used t i n  cans, you know. 
They were great. 

Q: How d i d  you spend your sumners when you were a young boy? 

A: Summers I worked, I del ivered groceries f o r  the Hatch and Harnish Tea 
and Coffee Store. I ' d  take orders dur ing the week and de l i ve r  the 
groceries on Saturday w i t h  my b icyc le .  

Q: How o l d  were you then? 

A:  Well, I suppose I was about-+hat would you say, around ten or 
t w e  1 ve? 

Q: I see. 

A:  Before tha t  I  worked f o r  . . . 

Q: You mentioned Oscar Winkle, was tha t  i t? 

A: Yes. I was t r y i n g  t o  th ink  what h i s  s tore  was c a l l s d - o h ,  Winkle's 
Haberdashery. 

Q: I see. 

A:  I used t o  go down and open up the place and get the b i g  pot-bel l ied 
stove star ted.  Then I ' d  go t o  school and, a f t e r  school, I went down 
there u n t i l  he clased up. 

Q: I see. What s o r t  o f  work d i d  you do there? 

A: General f lunky. I swept out. I swept the walks, cleaned them a l l ,  
had t o  sweep them every morning. And gradual ly ,  Mr .  Winkle broke me 
i n t o  wai t ing on t rade and, from there, I got a l i t t l e  be t te r  j ob  a f t e r  
Oscar sold out. He so ld  out t o  M r .  Frankel i n  Peoria. And 
inc identa l ly .  j u s t  about a month ago Mr.  Frankel had a bi r thday,  and 
they had a b i g  wr i te-up i n  the Peoria Star about him. And I d i d n ' t  
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th ink  he would ever remember me because I wasn't too much. And one of  
h i s  ch i ld ren  bought Oscar Winkle's s tore  and then sold out the  
merchandise. And I wrote M r .  Frankel there and I ' l l  be doggoned if he 
d i d n ' t  answer i t. He wrote me a wonderful l e t t e r .  

Q: So you worked f o r  him f o r  awhile? 

A: Oh, I worked fo r  him-he kept the sale going fo r ,  I would assume, 
about s i x  months . . . 

Q: I see. 

A: . . . a f t e r  he sold a l l  of Oscar's goads. Oh, t could t e l l  some 
in te res t ing  s to r i es  about tha t  but  . , . 

Q: Why don ' t  you? 

A: No, no, i t  might incr iminate some. But from there I went down t o  the 
Model Clothing Company. I was older and had more experience and M r .  
Frankel wanted me t o  he lp  a t  the Peoria store, but  I was too young, I 
had no way t o  get  up there. And I appreciated h i s  thoughtfulness and 
h i s  kindness but I got the job a t  the Model and t ha t  was the same thing. 

And there was two wonderful gentlemen tha t  taught me a l o t .  Jack 
Englebart-he's passed o-nd Ed Gluntz, who l a t e r  was w i t h  P. 
Steinmetz and Son Company. There was another c l o th i ng  s tore two doars 
down. And a very b r i l l i a n t  young man by the name of J i m y  Hollywood. 

Q: Wall, what made these people so rmarksb le  fo r  you? 

A: Oh, they taught me a l o t .  They took a dumb, ignorant k i d  and taught 
him how t o  s e l l  s t u f f  and meet the publ ic ,  learn t o  l i k e  everybody. And 
they ware good businessmen themselves, they were f ine.  

Q: T e l l  me more about Jinwny Hollywood. Did he work a t  the store? 

A z  Oh, yes, he was one of t h e  salesmen. But he 's  long since passed 
away. They used t o  l i v e  a t  Pekin, he and h i s  brother. Theylve a l l  
passed awry, the whole f s m i l y , ' ~  pasted away, 

Q: Yes. Now, how o l d  were you when you worked w i t h  these people? 
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A: We1 1, I q u i t  h igh school on my second year. (tape stopped) 

Q: M r .  Shade, you were t a l k i ng  about when you q u i t  school t o  go t a  
work-what,  f u l l  time-for the haberdasher? 

A: Yes. I went t o  the Hodel Clothing Company and i t  was owned by a S t .  
Louis f i r m .  

A:  And from there I was o f fered a l i t t l e  be t te r  pos i t i on  w i t h  P. 
Steinmetz and Son Company. And I worked there u n t i l  I went i n  the rea l  
estate business w i t h  my dad, and t ha t  was i n  1921. 

I see. Okay. Did you l i k e  working a t  these c l o th i ng  stores? 

Oh, yes, very much. But, o f  course, the rea l  es ta te  business was a 
t d i f f e r e n t .  I t  had improved and, as I mentioned before, there was 

j u s t  John Hamilton and Adolph Herman, M. B. Lohmann and Company and my 
dad's are a l l  the rea l  estate men I can-- that 's  the only anes I can 
remember a t  tha t  time. 

Q: What d i d  you l i k e  about the c l o th i ng  business? 

A: Oh, 1 enjoyed meeting people and everybody i s  d i f f e r e n t ,  you know, 
and they ' re  fascinat ing.  (laughs) And, i f  you want t o  l i s t en ,  you can 
learn something from everybody. And they would have d i f f e r e n t  ones come 
i n  and want the k i d  t o  wa i t  on them. And then there were others who had 
t he i r  o ld- l ike M r .  Rogan. He was the head o f  the Model Clothing 
Company, he had a l o t  o f  f r iends c a l l  f o r  him t o  wai t  on. Then, a t  P. 
Steinmetz and Son Company, Jack Englebsrt had a t e r r i f i c  fo l lowing,  So 
d i d  Ed Gluntz and so d i d  Jimmy Hollywood. And what was l e f t  over I ' d  
wai t  on. 

Q: (laughs) I t  must have been hard t o  bui l d  up a f o l  lowing, then. 

A: Well, i t  wasn't too hard i f  you stayed long enough. 

Q: What were some of the techniques that  you used? 



J. Norman Shade 

A: Well, t o  be p o l i t e ,  be courteous. And I remember fir. Gluntz woul 
say, "Now, remember, Norman, i t  might not be so, but  the customer's 
always r igh t . "  (laughter) 

Q: Was tha t  ever d i f f i c u l t  f o r  you t o  fo l low? 

A: No, no. I f  you l i k e  people you don ' t  have much t rouble so lv ing 
things. And t h a t ' s  t rue  i n  p o l i t i c s  or  anything else. 

Q: Yes. Well, before we move i n t o  your years w i t h  your f a the r ' s  raa l  
es ta te  company, t e l l  me more about your years i n  school. What was 
school l i k e ?  

A: I haven't got a whole lot t o  t e l l  because, you see, I q u i t  two years 
i n  h igh school and went t o  work. So, as f a r  as any a t h l e t i c  a c t i v i t i e s ,  
I d i d n ' t  have them because I was working a f t e r  school every n ight .  I 
enjoyed going. I took i n  the basketbal l  games. Footbal l  then, of  
course, was one o f  the main th ings.  I n  those days, they used t o  have 
the diamond r i g h t  up here where Marty Lohmann l i ves .  

Q: Is t ha t  r i g h t ?  

A: Just across the corner, tha t  was a foo tba l l  diamond, campus. 

Q: Did you pa r t i c i pa te  i n  any clubs or organizations i n  school? 

A: Wall, I was out  o f  school. I was president o f  the Douglas Dads f o r  
q u i t e  some years. And inc iden ta l l y ,  I was nominated f o r  tha t  pos i t i on  
by my f r i e n d  B a t  Lohmann. And we had q u i t e  a membership therein. 
Promoted a l o t  o f  th ings f o r  the school. We bought a l l  the playground 
equipment and we had card par t ies .  Oh, we met a l o t  of people, 
wonderful people. I can ' t  even remember bu t  one dispute I ever had w i t h  
one of the . . . I was t r y i n g  t o  th ink  of  h i s  name. Anyhow, i t  was one 
o f  those k i d  arguments, you know. And we got i n  a l i t t l e  f i g h t .  I was 
the loser, of course. He was a be t te r  boy than I was. And, you know, 
t r u t h f u l l y ,  a f t e r  i t  was over, we became the best of f r iends.  And don ' t  
t ha t  general ly  happen? 

Q: Yes. Yes. A t  home, d id  you and your fami ly  t a l k  about p o l i t i c s  very 
much or not? 

A: Well, my dad was qu i t e  interested i n  p o l i t i c s  always. He was a great 
f r i e n d  of Len Small Is. And they had p e t i t i o n s  out  for  him [h is  fa ther ]  
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t o  run fo r  Congress one time bu t  he was smarter than h i s  son, he stayed 
out o f  running f o r  o f f i c e .  

Q: (laughs) Why do you th ink  he stayed out  of  i t? 

A: Well, I ' l l  t e l l  you what. You got t o  th ink,  t ha t ' s  60 years ago. 
Things were a l o t  d i f f e r e n t  i n  p o l i t i c s  then, a t  least  as I see it. I 
know tha t  he was very conscientious. C l i f f o r d  Ireland, a United States 
Congressman who you've probably heard about, wanted my dad t o  take the 
post o f f i c e  here. A t  one time he wanted t o  be the postmaster. But he 
d i d n ' t  get it. Somebody else got it. And, the next time, why, the man 
tha t  had the honor of naming the postmaster was defeated and C l i f f o r d  
I re land was elected. With in a lapse of t ime the rea l  es ta te  business 
had become good and he d i d n ' t  want the post o f f i c e .  

Q: i see. Was your father p r e t t y  ac t i ve l y  involved i n  p o l i t i c s ?  

A: Oh, y e s .  He was very ac t i ve  but  he was ac t i ve  i n  the way tha t  he 
d i d n ' t  run f o r  anything. When you run a newspaper you na tu ra l l y  promote 
d i f f e r e n t  people. 

Q: Yes. 

And 
PO 1 

Q: 

A: Or you have e d i t o r i a l s  for  your f r iends.  And, o f  course, my dad was 
a good w r i t e r ,  as Aarty Lohmann t o l d  you, he was a very good w r i t e r .  

a very b r i l l i a n t  man. And t h a t ' s  the way he was involved i n  
i t i c s .  

I see. 

A: He never run f o r  o f f i c e .  

Q: Did you t a l k  p o l i t i c s  over the dinner tab le  o f ten  a t  home? 

A: Not too much, no. No. 

Q: Did he encourage you to  go i n t o  p o l i t i c  

A: He encouraged me t o  stay ou t  o f  it. You see, the f i r s t  t ime I run 
for  mayor-the f i r s t  t ime I was elected I run for ass is tant  supervisor, 
I had t o  go i n  a t  the caucus. And, of  course, my associat ion w i t h  j u s t  



J. Norman Shade 

the common people made i t  possible f o r  me to-and by saying that ,  I 
don ' t  mean tha t  the other people weren't  good. I t ' s  j u s t  who was on 
your s i d e d a d e  i t  possib le f o r  me a t  the caucus, t o  be nominated. And 
then I went on t o  the e l ec t i on  and tha t  was the year of  Haaver, 1931, I 
th ink .  And I was the only Republican who was elected o f  the four f o r  
ass is tant  supervisor. And I don ' t  say t h i s  w i t h  any egotism because, 
a f t e r  a l l ,  i t  was my f r iends tha t  d i d  it. 

Then I served on the board f o r  four years but, i n  the intervening time, 
i n  1934 1 was e lected chairman of the board, the f i r s t  time a 
f i rs t - termer was ever elected chairman. And, i n  1935, 1 had the s tup id  
idea tha t  I  was qu i t e  an important f i gu re  i n  the community and I run for  
mayor. I n  the primary I was high man over three or four others and, you 
know, you rea l i ze  then tha t  you learned something. I learned a l o t  by 
ge t t i ng  beat f o r  mayor. I run against a most remarkable gentleman i n  
1935 and he beat me. He beat me by over a thousand votes i n  the 
e lec t ion.  I  beat him i n  the primary but  I couldn't-the man was B i l l  
Sherman, a previous mayor and a mighty f i n e  gentleman and had a f i n e  
fami ly  and f i n e  daughter and a f i n e  son. And, e l ec t i on  night ,  B i l l  
Sherman's daughter ca l l ed  me or I  ca l led  her. And she said, "Well, 
Norm," she said, " a l l  the votes a ren ' t  i n  yet." I never w i l l  fo rget  i t  
as long as I  l i ve .  I said, "No, El ixabeth, they ' re  not a l l  i n  but  
there 's  enough f o r  me t o  knaw I ' m  beat." Now, o f  course, B i l l  Sherman 
and I were always good f r iends,  as he was a great f r i e n d  o f  my dad's, 
great f r i e n d  of  Mart Lohmann's. And wonderful people, they were 
wonderful people. 

Well, the next time I run, tha t  was four years l a t e r .  I  got e lected 
supervisor again. People f e l t  sor ry  f o r  me, you know, "Poor k id ,  he 
d i d n ' t  know any bet ter ."  So I run f o r  supervisor, got nominated end 
elected. And then, four years l a t e r ,  I run f o r  mayor. And t h a t ' s  when 
my dad said, "I don ' t  want you t o  run f o r  any more o f f ices. "  People 
would come up t o  the o f f i c e ,  you know, on Court St reet  here, and say t o  
him. "Oh, John, l e t  the k i d  run. Let the k id ,  h e ' l l  win t h i s  time." 
Well, my dad got i n  some heated arguments, d i d n ' t  want-then he run a . 
wonderful piece i n  the paper. I s t i l l  have i t - that  he put  i n  a few 
days before the e lec t ion.  My mother ta lked him i n t o  it. She said, "You I 

can ' t  l i v e  your son's l i f e . "  So he run a piece i n  the paper conceding I 

I 

tha t  I should run, and I did. 

Q: Well, t ha t  was a n ice  t r i b u t e  by him, wasn't i t ?  Very nice. D i d  you 
run against B i l l  Sherman again t ha t  year? 

A: No, I run against a par ty  by 
against a banker by the name o f  
then I run against one o f  the f 
Westbrook. 

the name of Mr .  Soldwedel. Then 1 run 
Mr .  I l es .  A l l  wonderful people. And 



J. Norman Shade 

A: Yes. L e t ' s  go back j u s t  a moment, here, i f  we can. We'l l  get  a f f  
p o l i t i c s  f o r  a few minutes. I ' d  l i k e  t o  know what s o r t  of  work you d i d  
w i t h  the rea l  es ta te  f i r m .  This would be back i n  the 1920's .  

A: Yes. Well, I was p re t t y  young. I q u i t  the P. Steinmetz and Company 
and I wanted t o  go i n t o  business. I guess tha t  would be probably 1921. 
Anyhow, I l i s t e d  houses, wrote contracts, checked t i t l e s ,  a l l  t ha t  s t u f f  
pe r t inen t  t o  the rea l  estate business. 

Q: Yes. Were those good years i n  the rea l  ss ta te  business? 

A: Yes i t  was up u n t i l  the Depression. Then things were bad. And 
you're p r e t t y  young t o  know how bad they were but  they were t e r r i b l e .  
And then, a f t e r  that ,  why, the business picked up. 

Q: Yes. Were you successful as a rea l  es ta te  salesman? 

A: Oh, I guess as successful as anybody. Back i n  those days you d i d n ' t  
have the hide-binding competi t ion you got now and you could get loans on 
property, which they do now, but  look a t  the r a t e  o f  i n te res t  they pay. 

Q: Yes. 

A: You know, you take Robert Wh i t f i e l d  down a t  the American Home and 
Loan. During the Depression, they a t  one time had 220 houses on hand 
t ha t  they had taken back, r i g h t  here i n  Pekin. And D. H. Abraham was 
the previous secretary and Fred Helfenstein, a wonderful man, was 
secretary a t  one time. And Herman Hippen, secretary a t  the Hutual 
Savings and Loan. Mr .  Purdie was president o f  the bank, American 
National Bank. Oh, and fir. Albertson, fir. Lohmann mentioned him I 
noticed. Oh, a l l  good o l d  people. Honest as the day was long. I n  
those days, i t  appears t o  me, instead o f  conniving how t o  beat somebody 
they connived how t o  help somebody. And t h a t ' s  true. 

Q: Yes. Well, when the Depression came, how d i d  i t  a f f e c t  your rea l  
es ta te  business? 

A: Oh, of course, those are personal matters. They wouldn't  i n t e res t  
anybody, r ea l l y .  Things were tough. Everybody was tough. You couldn' t  
pay your loan dues, you cou ldn ' t  c o l l e c t  any rent .  You t e l l  people now 
about those th ings they th ink  you're k ind of o f f  upstai rs.  We handled 
houses f o r  Keswick Corporation o f  Chicago . . . 
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Q: What corporat ion was that?  

A: Keswick. 

Q: I see. 

A: M r .  Malone was the head of  it. See, you're going back t o  1930. 
Depression started--the break was i n  1929, was i t  not? 

Q: Yes. Well, now, what d i d  t h i s  Keswick Corporation do? 

A: They came down here and b u i l t  houses out here a t  Tudor V i l lage.  

The 

That 's  on Oxford Street .  

Q: Were those low-cost homes? 

A: They were modern five-room houses and I th ink  they b u i l t  23 of them. 
And, of course, they lost them a l l .  They were foreclosed on and l o s t  
thm.  In the intervening time M r .  Halone came down, and he had got my 
fa ther ' s  name, our agency, had been re fer red t o  him t o  handle it. Well, 
t h i s  might sound r id i cu lous  but  i t ' s  ce r t a i n l y  the t ru th .  

And my dad said t o  Hr. Malone-l can see him i n  our o f f i c e  i n  the 
courthouse. You see, my dad was probation o f f i c e r .  And we had an 
o f f i c e  there because there was no money i n  being a probation o f f i c e r .  
B u t  i t  was a help, a l l  r i g h t ,  when you ' re  broke. 

And he wanted, John H. Shade, the agency, had been recommended. He 
wanted t o  know i f  we would handle those propert ies.  "Well," my dad 
said, " I ' l l  t e l l  you, M r .  Malone, my son and I here w i l l  handle your 
proper t ies  if y o u ' l l  l e t  us handle them. But you're not  f am i l i a r  w i t h  
the eond i t ions down hers." "Oh ,'I he s a i d ,  "whatever you say, Mr. Shade, 
w i l l  be a l l  r i g h t  w i t h  me.'' 

Your modern five-room houses out  on Oxford Street, they were ren t ing  f o r  
$35 a month. The crash came and the ones we handled rented as low as 
$16 a month, f o r  a modern five-room house. 

Q: Oh. 

A: But what my dad said was, "We'll handle them i f  y o u ' l l  let us have 

I 








































































