PREFACE

This oral history of Maurice Scott is a product of "Eyewitness Illinois,"
a program of the Oral History Office of Sangamon State University. The
project was made possible in part by a grant from the Illinois Humanities
Council in cooperation with the National Endowment for the Humanitips.,
Additional financial support was provided by Caterpillar Tractor Compapy,
Arthur Andersem & Co,, Canteen Corporation, Shelby Cullom Dakis
Foundation, Susan Cooke House Trust and the MacArthur Foundation.
Central to this program is a conviction that the business of the governor
deserves larger and better public understanding, and that oral history
offers a distinctive way of supplying it.

Maurice Scott was born March 11, 1914 in Rochester, Illinois., He
attended Rochester. schools, Springfield Junior College and Lincoln
College of Law. He describes 1in rich detall growing up on a farm in
Rochester. His legal career began with his work for the Taxpayers'
Federation in 1946 where he became expert at drafting tax legislation for
members of the General Assembly. He also wrote guide books on coupty
government law, Scott's first-hand work with legislators and seveEal
governors' administrations allows him to give us an inside look at fhe

workings of the executive and legislative branches of government.

Maurice Scott was elected in 1969 to the Sixth Illinois Constitutional
Convention., His recollections of that process add to the historiecal
importance of this memoir.

Readers of the oral history should bear in mind that it is a transcript
of the gpoken word., Its informal, conversational style represents a
deliberate attempt to encourage candor and to tap the narrator's memory.
However, persons interested in listening to the tapes should understand
that editorial considerations produced a text that differs somewhat from
the original recordings. Both the recordings and this transcript should
be regarded as a primary historical source, as no effort was made to
correct or challenge the narrator. The conclusions and assertions do not
necessarily represent the views of the Illinois Humanities Council, the
National Endowment for the Humanities, Sangamon State University, or
other sponsors, nor are these institutions responsible for the factual
accuracy of the memoir.




The tape recorded interviews were conducted by Marilyn H, Immel during
February and March of 1981, Ms. Immel was born in 1943 in Wichita,
Kansas. She received a bachelor's degree in Russian language and
literature from Northwestern University in 1965, While raising two
children she was actively involved with the League of Women Voters in
Springfield, Illinois, working primarily in the areas of election laws
and government, In 1977 she returned to school in order to pursue a
master's degree in political science., She was associated with the QOral
History Office of Sangamon State University from January of 1981 until
August, 1983,

Jackie Barnes transcribed the tapes and, after the transcriptions were
edited by Ms. Immel and reviewed by Mr, Scott, Linda Jett prepared the
typescript, Florence Hardin compiled - the index, Francie Staggs and
Carol Marshall assisted in the pre-interview research. Marilyn Immel
supervised the artwork, photographic layout and production. The Illinois
SE;te Historical Library provided valuable assistance in the research
effort.,

This oral history may be read, quoted and cited freely. It may not be
reproduced in whole or in part by any means, electronic or mechanical,
without written permission from the Oral History Office, Sangamon State
University, Springfield, Illinois 62708. '
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February 4, 1981, Tape 1, Side 1

Q: Okay, let's just start at the beginning. Where were you born and
when?

A: I was born at Rochester, Illinois. It's a small community about
seven miles east of Springfield, southeast. And I was born March 11,
1914,

Q: And were you an only child?

A: No, I was the second of three boys. I have an older brother, Thomas,
who is a retired farmer in Rochester, Illinois and a younger brother,
Robert, who is a practicing attorney here in Springfield.

Q: And what are their birthdays?

A: Tom was born December 22, 1912 and Robert was born September }O,
1916. !

Q: Tell me about your parents.

A: Well, my father was born and raised at Illiopolis, Illinois.

Q: Do you know his birth date?

A: He was born on December 1, and last year [1980] if he had lived he

would have been 96 years of age, and his name was Maurice M. Scott. I
was, I guess, a junior but I have a different middle initial, My




mother's maiden name was Margaret E. Heggarty. And she was born at New
Berlin, Illinois and raised there on a farm, and she taught school around
New Berlin. Her birthday is June 1 and she was three years younger ztan
my father, so you can figure it from there. And it's sort of
interesting. He met her at a dance in New Berlin, while visiting some of
his relatives., And they courted each other by means of the Interurban,
which at that time ran from Decatur to Springfield and then another one
out, I guess it went to Jacksonville, Illinois through New Berlin.

Q: That was a train?

A: An interurban train as we called them. S0 he would take the
interurban from Illiopolis, to Springfield, to New Berlin when he'd go to
see her.

Q: How long of a trip was that?

A: It would be twenty and seventeen, about thirty-seven miles, which, is
quite a distance in those days before hard roads and things of that
nature. And they were married in February of 1912 and moved | to
Rochester, Illinois on a rented farm, 160 acres of land. I think it's
remarkable in that my dad and my mother farmed 160 acres of land, which
was rented, In other words, they gave up half of their rents, the crops
and things of that nature, But they were able to raise three sons, send
them to school, at least two years of college, and to save enough money
to buy the 80 acres of land that adjoined the 160 acres that they rented.
In those days they farmed by horses, And we all helped on the farm doing
chores that all farm boys did in those days, such as milking cows,
feeding horses, feeding hogs and things of that nature. From the time we
were eleven or twelve years of age, in the summertime during school
vacations, we helped on the farm, cultivating corn, helped put up hay,
thrashing, and all those things that were necessary to do to make the
farm roll,

Q: Now, where exactly was that farmhouse?

A: A mile south and a half a mile west of Rochester, Illinois. And as a
congsequence of being on the north side of the road, we were in the
Rochester school district. And all of us, the three of us, went to
school at Rochester, eleven years, We had a three~year high school in
those days. And then when you graduated from the three-year high scheol
at Rochester, Illinois, the school district paid your tuition to a four-
year school, which meant most of us went to Springfield High School and
graduated from there.

Q: Did you commute to Springfield High School?

A: Yes,

Q: Every day?

A: Every day. I know when I went, the year I drove the car, it was a
Model A and I had three riders., And they would pay me a dollar and a

half a week., So, from the four dollars and fifty cents a week, I drove
the car, maintained it, bought the gas and o0il, and had enough left to




buy my lunch during the week at Springfield High School cafeteria, which
in those days only cost sixteen cents.

Q: You couldn't do that today.
A: No, I couldn't,

Q: Let's go back a little. Were you born in that house or were you born
in ., ..

A: Born in that house, yes, and the doctor that brought me into the
world was Dr. Cantrall. I can't remember his first initials. And we
were born at home, My mother would have, I guess you'd call it, a
midwife or someone from Rochester that would come and help her and take
care of the babies and be with her maybe three or four months,.

Q: Oh, really?

A: Yes, So all three of us were born there in that farmhouse and Dr.
Cantrall delivered us.

Q: And did you live there . . .

A: I lived there until 1 was married, which was in 1939 and, of course,
my first job was teaching school. I taught school in the country, a
little school called Bell School, about two miles southeast of where the
farm was. Then the next nine years I was principal and teacher at
Rochester Grade School from 1937 till Jume of 1946, at which time I went
with the Taxpayers' Federation of Illinois as the attorney in charge of
legal research. So, I've really had two jobs, teaching school and
attorney with the federation, and later became the executive director,

Q: Let's go back and spend some time with your childhood. What's your
first memory of living on the farm?

A: I think as a little kid helping do chores on the farm. We learmed to
milk cows at an early age., 1 know at six years of age I was milking cows
and so was my brother Tom and later my brother Bob. My dad always kept
seven or eight dairy cows and I think the first memory that I had of the
farm is milking, helping around, doing chores like that, things of that
nature.

Q: And you were really part of the farming . . .

A: Yes, in fact, I think not only the boys in our family but in all the
families in those days had to work, do physical work pretty early in
life, It was sort of expected of you, and the boys wanted to, and the
girls on the farms did the same things helping their mothers.

Q: So you got up early and . . .

A: Yes, I can remember getting up early and Tom, Bob, and I helped do
the chores and my part was helping milk those eight cows. And then we'd
run the milk through a cream separator to separate the cream from the
milk because, when the five-gallon can got full of cream, we sold it to
the dairy in Springfield and that helped maintain the table.




Q: Now, how did you keep it chilled until you got it full?

A: Oh, you know, we had what you call a big milk trough. It was, oh,
kind of like a vat. We'd keep cool water in it and also hang utensils in
the well, Then later, of course, we had the icebox., And we'd get a
hundred pounds of ice; most of it would leak out of the refrigerator on
the porch floor. Of course, if you look back on it, hygiene wasn't what
it is today; it's a wonder we all didn't get sick and die. That was my
fondest memories.

And then another memory, another thing I remember so early on the farm,
we had a wonderful riding and driving horse. When my mother got married
her parents gave her this horse as a wedding gift. He was a beautiful
horse and a very durable horse. In fact, his name was Dewey. And we
were a Catholic family and the closest church was St. Patrick's Church,
which is 1In Springfield at Eighteenth and South Grand. So, we would come
to church and the roads would be bad, especially in the winter, and my
dad would hitch that horse to the buggy, put a board across behind the
dashboard, and Tom and 1 would sit on that board facing them and my dad
and mother on the seat, and with Bob, who was smaller, in the middle iwe
would travel to church. Now, that horse would start trotting on that old
Rochester road to the church, a distance of ten miles. And he could
maintain this trot clear to the church and we'd be there in an hour.

Q: And you went every Sunday?

A: Practically every Sunday. When the weather was too bad we couldn't,
but one thing I can remember--it was Sunday morning and it was really
chilly in the early fall of the year. Tom and I were sitting on that
board and we went out the driveway of the farm and the horse was frisky
and he was going at a faster clip than usual, and as he swung into the
road making that right angle curve, that board went sliding and Tom and I
went into the ditch. Didn't hurt us but scared us. I can remember that
vividly.

Q: You secured the hoard after that?

At Yes., One thing I want to tell you about this horse. He lived to be
twenty—-eight years of age, which you know is a real old age for a horse.
I can remember when that horse died, my Dad said he was too good of a
horse and we had to remember him; so we buried him on the farm. And it
happened to be in August and the temperature was 100 degrees and Tom and
I helped dig the grave for that horse. I'm telling you, that was one of
the hardest jobs I think I've ever done in my life.

Q¢+ What kind of horse was he?

A: Well, he had some Belgian in him; I would say he was a Belgimn
roadster, as near as 1 can define him today, and he was a beautiful
horse, wonderful to ride, like sitting in a rocking chair to ride him,
And even when one of the draft horses would be sick, you'd need | a
substitute; you could put him into harness and work him in the field and
he'd carry his end just like a large draft horse. A remarkable horse.




Q: So there were other horses?

A: Oh, yes, the larger horses we worked in the field are what we call
draft horses, larger and heavier and stronger horses.

Q¢ Did you work with those horses?

A: Oh, yes., My Dad was quite a horseman. I never did think--I think
he'll forgive me for saying this-~I never did think he was good at
driving an automobile, but I don't believe anyone in Sangamon County in
those days was a better horseman than he, driving them, hitching them,
getting lots out of them, and taking care of them.

Q: How long were horses used in farming?

A: Well, really, the tractors and things that go with them didn't come
in strongly until World War II, I can remember I was teaching at
Rochester then and my dad got his first tractor, which was a John Deere
tractor, and I would go out after school to help teach him to rum it. Of
course, he had a hand helping him, a hired hand, and I can remember a
little incident--he was driving the tractor and I was walking behind to
see that he was getting on to it all right. He came to the end of the
field--by the end I mean there was a fence that separated this field from
the adjoining field--and he tripped the plow, which means raising the
mold boards, and as he was turning to go around the end, he froze; by
that I mean he just couldn't do anything. And he started hollering
"Whoa! Whoa! Whoa! Whoal!" (laughter) Well, I ran and jumped up on
the back of the tractor and pulled the lever on the John Deere, which
stopped it. He turned around--he was just like a brother to us, my dad
was-~and he kind of grinned and he says, "They don't stop when you say
"whoa," do they?" (laughter)

Q: That's funny.
A: And then he said, '"Don't tell your mom about this." (laughter)
Q: What other memories do you have of being on the farm?

A: Well, 1 can remember the vacations which we always kidded about when
going to school. We loved to go to school. You had to work hard but it
was a good time to meet all your friends, and then later on, later at
grade school and high school, the basketball team. We had a coach by the
name of Mr. 0. D. Gabel and he still lives in Springfield on Park Avenue.
He was the principal of the three-year high school and he brought
basketball to Rochester, modern basketball that is, and he taught us
basketball and we had some wonderful times under him playing other teams,
We didn't have a gym in those days; so he prevailed upon the trustees of
the Methodist Church at Rochester for a rental fee, the use of the
basement for a gym. Now, the ceilings weren't high. 1In fact, we had to
have nine-~foot baskets instead of ten-foot baskets., But man, we had some
good old hot games down there in that Methodist Church gymnasium.

Q: A wooden floor?




A: Wooden floor, plastered walls--rough plastered walls--and out of
bounds was not marked, but if you hit the walls it was out of bounds,.
And I can still remember the ceiling had beams across. At the south
part, the beam was closer to the basket, which meant you could shoot a
rather long shot without hitting the ceiling there, the beam. And we
always got out on the floor first so we could have that end the first
half of the game to try to get a lead, you see.

Q: You had to have special skills.
A: Yes, we had many good times there, though.
Q: How did you get to school?

A: Walked, On bad days, our parents would take us 1in the buggy or
sometimes we drove a horse, this horse Dewey, to a storm buggy and we
would put him in the barn, what we called Highmore's barn., It was about
right where the post office in Rochester is today, and I think for a
nickel a day we could put the horse in the barn and take along pieces of
baled hay for him to eat. So, we did that too, but we walked most of the
time.

Q: What was school like?

A: Now as I look back omn it, I've had some success in education, and I
think we had good schools in Rochester. We were fortunate most of the
time in having good teachers. School emphasized the basics, what I call
more reading, writing, arithmetic, and we had such things as orthography
in the higher grades. It was a form of spelling and breaking down the
words into the derivative parts and giving meanings. And we had subjects
for social studies like physiology, and we had good civiecs which I think
we are weak in today in some of our educational systems. But we had good
civics and, as I look back on it, that means we had good teachers, too.
But the basics were stressed. The reading, the writing, the arithmetic.

Q: What was the civics course like?

A: Well, I can remember the seventh grade civics course; it was a red
textbook from which we studied state government and federal government
and local government. We knew more about townships and counties and
municipalities and how many senators and representatives that the state
has, and things of that nature and the electoral college, how many
electoral votes did TIllinois have and things of that nature. I can
remember winning a little bit from an uncle of mine who was an attorney,
about how many electoral votes Illinois had at a certain time and I said,
"Twenty-nine," and he said, '"No, you're wrong." And I said, "No, I'm not
because we just had it in civics: twenty-seven representatives, two
senators, and that's twenty-nine at the federal level. That's twenty-
nine electoral votes." But I can look back at things like that, that
meant so much to me because of the work I later went into. I mean, T
think it created an interest in govermment, just that little old civies
class in the seventh and eighth grades.

We had a teacher by the name of Mrs. Greenwalt, W. H. Greenwalt, and
she's still alive. In fact, when I retired I had a nice letter from her.




She had her eightieth birthday a few years ago out at Riverton and a
celebration, and I went out to the celebration., She was an outstanding
teacher in the seventh and eighth grade. T had her for those grades.
Strong in math, strong in English, and very good in government. She had
quite an interest in civics and things of that nature. She stands out
vividly as a great schoolteacher in my mind.

It's a funny thing, too; I had a first grade teacher by the name of Miss
Elizabeth Furrow. She taught at Rochester for years, the first grade.
Remarkable person, remarkable teacher. And when I went back in 1937 as
principal and teacher, she was my first grade teacher. In fact, I was a
pallbearer at her fumeral, Those things stand out as I review, and now
that I'm a widower and sit around and think about the things that have
passed, I think about education and names of those teachers come to my
mind.

Q: What kind of extracurricular activities did you have in your early
grade school years?

A: 1In grade school we didn't have much extracurricular activities other
than we'd have what you called the Spring Meets. Musical and oratorical
meets. Well, I can't carry a tume in a truck though I love music, but I
would often get into the oratorical contest. I can remember winning one,
represented Rochester in the county meet in grade school and also in high
school.

Q: And did your parents help you with that or did you have a teacher?

A: Well, whoever was the teacher at that time, like in the seventh and
eighth grade, Mrs. Greenwalt, she would take a special interest in that,
For example, oh, she would get these~-we called them readings--for you
and you could choose one that appealed to you, Then she would give you
coaching. Then my mother and dad, I remember, in both of these contests
gave me a few extra lessons by a person that taught elocution, Mrs.
Stutzman, I believe was the name. She's long gone now and I can remember
taking lessons from her.

Then we did extracurricular things such as the spelling contest.
Illinois had a state spelling contest and it was generally held during
Christmas week. Of course there was PTA--often your room would put on
the program for the day. Those account for just about all of the
extracurricular things in grade school, but in high school we had plays,
everyone had a chance to be in the play. We wouldn't call it the class
play, [we called it] the high school play, because if you took one class
and gave a play you wouldn't have enough talent probably, and those plays
were wonderful., Basketball, track, baseball, We didn't have football;
it wasn't a large enough school. But those were the extracurricular
things and really the fun things.

Q: Were you involved in the plays?

A: Oh, yes.
































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































