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Preface

This manuscript is the product of tape-recorded interviews conducted
by Judy Mason for the Oral History Office in October and November of
1987, Judy Mason ard Francie Staggs transcribed the tapes and edited
the transcript. Mrs. Chester Scott reviewed the transcript.

Mrs. Chester Scott was born on June 11, 1904 in Iuther, Michigan.
This memoir is filled with anecdotes of her youth in small towns and
in rural Michigan. This memoir has stories of sleigh rides, taffy
pulls, fishing with her grandfather, working in a camning factory, and
favorite and not so favorite teachers.

Mrs. Scott graduated cum laude from Albion College in Albion, Michigan
in 1926 with a major in Home Ecomomics. She taught three years; two
years was in the upper peninsula of Michigan in a small French
Canadian village. In 1929, she married Chester Scott and moved to
Chicago where she became a graduate student at the University of
Chicago. She and Mr. Scott did same work with underprivileged youth
in the city. Then Mr. Scott became a probation officer for the Cook
County Juvenile Court. Upon obtaining her master's degree from the
University of Chicago in 1930, Mrs. Scott worked for the university
assisting in dietary and mutritional studies. One study was on the
effect of radiated milk on the teeth and bones of children.

In addition to raising two sons, Mrs. Scott has always been active

her life volunteering for the church, scouts, 4-H,
Springfield Cammnity Action, and other worthwhile causes. She
contimies to put in many hours mending clothes and making baby
blankets for those in need. Mrs. Scott's memoir speaks of a life that
has been fulfilled by education, hard work, and service to othars.

Judy Mason has lived in Chatham, I1linois for most of her adult life.
She graduated from Anderson College, Anderson, Indiana and is married
to Tom Mason. They have two children. Judy, who has been active in
several orqanizatims in Chatham and Springfield, is currently
teaching English at Glermood Junior High School in Chatham. She
received her master's degree in Public History from Sangamon State
University in 1988.

Readers of this oral history memoir should bear in mind that it is a
transcr:.pt of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, narrator and
editor scught to preserve the informal, conversational style that is
inherent in such historical sources. Sangamon State University is not
responsible for the factual accuracy of this memoir, nor for the views
expressed therein; theseaxeforthereadertonge.

The manuscript may be read, quoted and cited freely. It may not be
reproduced in whole or in part by any means, electronic or mechanical,
without permission in writing from the Oral History Office, Sangamon
State University, Springfield, Illinois 62794-9243.
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Mrs. Chester Scott, October 15, 1987, Chatham, Illinois.
Judy Mason, Interviewer.

Q: I know you've lived here many years, Mrs. Scott, but where were
you born?

A: I was born in the small town of Iuther, in lake County, Michigan.
That's in north central Michigan.

Q: Did you have a very large family?

A: No. There were three of us. I'm the youngest. I have a brother
ard sister.

Q: Wwhat age differences were there? You were the youngest. Were
there many years between you?

A: My brother's five years older and my sister was about a year and a
half older.

Q: Were your parents raised in that area also, or did they move to
the area?

A: No. My father was born in England. He came to the United States
as a teenager, I think in 1886, His older sister and her husband had
come here several years before and had bought a farm in Iake County,
Michigan. I think their older son was born in England, but I'm not

sure of that. Dad's other sister, who's three years older than he,

came with him at the same time in 1886.

Q: He was a teenagexr?

A: He was eighteen, I think. I think he came in 1886, ard he was
eighteen at that time.

Q: Was that a large English settlement?

A: No. T don't know why the family came to that part of the country.

uncle had come several years before and had bought a farm in this
little town or just cut of this little town and he had gone back and
got his wife. I believe their first child was born in England. I
don't know why they settled in that part of Michigan or even why they
came to Michigan. Dad never talked much about his family. Perhaps by
the time I was born, he didn't remember too much about them because by
that time he'd been here twenty years. Perhaps he didn't remember
very mach about his family, so I never knew much about my grandparents
on that side of the family.
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Q: What about your mother?

A: My mother was born in Canada and she came to Michigan with her
family when she was five years old. That was in 1883. I don't know
why they came to Michigan. They didn't settle in the same county.
They settled in Mason County which is next to lake County. She had
two brothers at that time when they came. The third brother was also
born in Canada., Grandma went back for the birth of the third son, so
they all came to Michigan eventually. But mother went back to Canada
a mmber of times in later years when the family was--well, there
weren't too many of the family left by that time. She used to go back
with a cousin of ocurs amnd visit some of the relatives that were still
there. I've never met any of the Canadian relatives except two of my
grandmother's sisters came once to Michigan, and I met them. They
were, I suppose, in their early seventies at that time. I never met
any of the other Canadian relativeg.. I had one cousin, my
grardmother's brother's granddaughter who lives close to Detroit, and
we're very good friends.

|
Q: Oh, that's nice.

A: But other than that, there are no relatives around here.

Q: Do you happen to know what province in Canada they were from?
A: Ontario.

Q: Ontario?

A: MWy mother was born in Brantford, Ontario.

Q: I see. So when your parents married, were they farm peocple? Did
they live on the farm?

A: No. They were married in ancther little town in Michigan, also in
Mason County. Dad had worked on the railroad in his earlier years.
In fact, he worked on the railroad for a long time. I think from the
time he came to Michigan, from when I remember, he was conductor on
thisra%lrnad. Ymthavetoraneuberthattherailrbadswerethemief
means o tmnsportaionatthatthne. Though this wasn't a very long
line, I think it covered about four counties in north central
Michigan. It was a very important means of transportation because
there weren't any automobiles and towns were quite far apart, so most
of the transportation in Michigan had to bhe by railroad. 8o it
covered a section of northern Michigan that had, you might say, no
other means of transportation.

Q: The roads were probably very poor?
A: I suppose s0. I suppose they were gravel.
Q: Not many cars, as you said.

A: (ILaughter) Well, as far as I know, there weren't any cars. After
all, I was born in 1904.
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Q: Your father was a conducter for most of his life?

A: Well, he worked on the railroad until 1916 when he was critically
injured in a train wreck. He had to quit railroading after that. So,
he never went back to that particular business. He wasn't employed
for about a year. He wasn't able to go back to work. Wwhen he did
finally go, he went to Midlard, Michigan and worked in Dow Chemical
Company

Q: Were you born at this time? Were you a family at this time?
A: T was twelve when he was hurt.
Q: So you all moved to Midland?

A: No. We had moved from this little town of Luther when I was six.
That would have been in 1910. We moved to Marion which was the end of
the line for this little railrocad. Marion was another little town in
the next county to where I was born, and that's where I started to)
school. We lived where we had several acres of land, so we always fhad
a big garden. We raised Jersey cows. My mother made kutter and
cottage cheese, or sometimes we sold just the cream and we also had
cottage cheese. That was where I spent my first eight grades of
school in this little town.

Q: I want to get back to the food your mother prepared in just a
mirute. At that time railroads probably had no compensation for
people who were injured, did they? Like money? Was he helped out in
any way after the wreck? Or after his injury?

A: Perhaps he was helped out with the doctor bills. I don't know. I
don't remember that.

Q: Do you remember what type of work he did for Dow Chemical?

A: No. I don't. He tock this job during World War I. Since Dow had
goverrmment contracts, his work was classified.

Q: Your mother, did she ever have any employment ocutside the home?

A: Not in those earlier years. No. Wamen didn't work cutside the
home. (laughter) There was always encagh to do at home.

Q: I wauld say so. You talked about the hutter and cottage cheese.
Did that mean you owned cows on your place?

A: Yes. We had usually arocund five or six. I think one year we had
eight. So it meant a lot of milking. Mother milked. Maybe that's
what I owht to say. Maybe that was her occupation. (lawhter)
Mother did the milking.

Q: I should say so. What about you children? Did you help with the
milking?




Mrs. Chester Scott 4

A: No. We always had samething to do. We always had chickens and we
had ducks, and we always raised a couple of pigs that we butchered for
cur own use. We always had a big garden with, ch, all kinds of

vegetables. I can remember help cut up carrots to feed the cows.

Q: Carrots?

A: We always sliced them. We always had a lot of garden. We had
strawberries and raspberries and different kinds of fruit, and
asparagus in addition to the other garden. We had about two acres of
garden.

Q: So you children probably worked in that quite a bit.

A: Yes., We drove cows to pasture, which was usually about, oh, I
suppose it must have been one or two miles away. We took them before
we went to school and after we came back from school. We lived right
on the edge of this little town. In the sumertime, we used to go
ove.randpickuppotatoesforthefamr,arﬂgettwocentsabﬁ&l
for picking them up. We used to top turnips that he stored for hi
stock.

Q: You mean that was like an outside job for making a little bit of
noney?

A: Yes. That's the way we made ours, I guess you'd call it, ocur
spending money.

Q: Picking potatoes, and what is topping turnips?

A: Just taking the tops off. They couldn't be stored with the tops
an,

Q: They would sprout with the tops an?

A: No. But they take up too much room. I think they fed the turnips
to the pigs.

Q:_gOYou mentioned butchering. Did you chserve the hutchering of the
pl L

A: No. The farmer used to do the butchering for us. We didn't have
the facilities for butchering. We did the cutting up and things like
that, but we didn't do the actual butchering, as I remember. We used
to smoke cur own hams, I remember.

Q: How about making sausage? Did you make any sausage?

A: No. We made headcheese, which I suppose is a little bit like
sausage. (laughter) I can't remember that we ever made sausage. We
smoked hams and bacon. But I can't remember that we ever made
sausage. Maybe my family didn't like sausage, I don't know.

Q: Did you sell some of these products to other pecple?
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A; T think we probably took food with us. I suppose there must have
been concessions. I don't remember them.

Q: Iimagineitvmldbesonethingymlookedforwaxdto, going to a
fair.

At COh, yes. Because in small towns, though eventually we had a
theater, there weren't very many things to do. We didn't go downtown
and hang around the corner the way children do now. We lived about, I
suppose it must have been, probably three-quarters of a mile to the
beginning of Main Strest to where we lived. Since there were no other
towns close by, the Main Street was quite long. There were a lot of
stores in this little town. You didn't get in your automcbile and go
to the next town to do your shopping. You did all your shopping
there., YmgotaSearsarﬂRoebmkcatalogarﬁamntgumyWard
catalog and you used to shop from there. I can even remember buying
groceries: soda crackers and cockies from Sears, Roebuck.

Q: Really?

A: Yes. We'd buy big boxes of soda crackers. And we'd buy big baxes
of raisins.

Q: They were ordered?
A: Yes.
Q: Would they come in the mail?

A: Yes. I guess so. They really came by freight because we used to
send quite large orders.

Q: What about clothes? Would you order clothes from Sears?

A: When we had clothes that came from the store. . . . My mother
sewed. Shehadbeenapprenticedtoaseamtresswhenahewasavery
little girl. So, she did most of our sewing for us. But if we got
one from Sears, that was something special. I think our winter coats
came from Sears. Ithinkwrshoescamfmthelocalstores,mtI
don't believe our coats came fram the local stores. I'm not sure
whether they had clothing in the stores. They had a men's store, and
Isumosetheremzsthavebeensmclcthingmtheotherstores,bm
most of them were grocery stores and hardwares and there was a
confectionery store and a couple of drug stores. There were two or
threea stores, because in those days, you went to the store
to huy g. ard yard goods and thread and things of that sort. 8o
we didn't send away for things like that. I quess prabably we sent
for bed linens from Sears. I don't remember that they sold things
like that in the local stores. Maybe they did.

Q: Doymrmberifallthestomswereinonelinemthestreet,
or was there a square like so many of the small . . .

A: No, It was a long street probably--well, it seemed very long to
me. It may not have been more than a half-mile long with stores on
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A Ietﬂedupp?hgformyownboardmstofthetimethatyear I
didn't get very big wages. I used to eat at the cafeteria. My
breakfastusedtocostelevmcarts For eleven cents I could get a
dish of cereal and two or three slices of toast. So, a dollar went a
long way in those days.

Q: Do you recall how much the tuition was?

A: I don't remember that. I don't remember what it cost at that
time, That summer between my freshman and sophomore years, I spent in
Detroit. My mother had gone west. My grandfather and grandmother had
lived in the West from 1922 on. My grandfather didn't have very good
health. I-IehadgmearttolivemthanmmclemNewMaxwo. He was
ill when he left. That was the reason they had gone. Mother went out
to help take care of him. Even after he died, she stayed on out there
for awhile for the summer. I spent the sumer in Detroit with a
cousin in the same house where my brother roamed. By that time, he|was
working for the Ford Motor Company.

Q: Your brother was?

A: After he got out of the army, he went to Detroit and worked for

the Ford Motor Company. So, I spent that summer in Detroit. T came

back not too long before school opened. Mother decided that she would
move to Albion and get an apartment there,

Q: So you could be together.

A: 8o, by that time my sister was married. She was married in 1922.
Mother was alone, so she moved to Albion and we lived in an apartment
the.rebegnmmgwn.ththeaeccnﬂyear Then at Christmastime of that
year, my brother came from Detroit and he got a job in a local plant
vhere they made steel products,

Q: In Albion?

A: In Albion. At that time they manufactured large things, large
ovens they could use in cammercial bakeries. They made donut machines
thatycuusedtoseemd:mstoreswhemyoupxtmtheflmr

ients and it came cut after ahwile in domuts. They made
refrigerator shelves and things like that ocut of steel. I don't
remember what else. I wasn't there much of the time after he went to
work at Union Steel.

Q: Union Steel was what it was called?

A: Yes, Union Steel Products.

Q: Do you recall his talking about a union? Did they have unions?
A: Yes, they had a union. He belonged to a union. He was active in
the union, but I don't know what union it was. He was a foreman in
one of the departments most of the years he worked there. He worked

there for thirty-nine years. He worked there until he retired in
1963. Yes, he came in 1924 and he worked there until 1963.





















































































































































































































































































