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in nnal Michigan. T h i s  mmir has stories of sleigh rides, taffy 
pulls, fishing with her grandfatkm, wcaking in a canning factory, and 
favorite z d  not so famrite -. 
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Springfield -ty Action, and other wmHmhile causes. She 
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blanhts for those in need. m. Scott's rmnoir speah of a life that 
has been fulfilled by  tio on, hard mrk, and mice to athars. 
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in mole or in part by any mans, elechrnic or mechanical, 
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M r s .  Chester Scutt, 15, 1987, &itham, Illinois. 

A: I was hcan in the small tam of Wther, in Lake Oanty, Michigan. 
That's in north central Michigan. 

Q:   id yau have a very large family? 

A: No. ' I h e r e m t h e e o f u s .  I'qtheycxmgest. IhaveabrPthar 
and sister. 

A: My brother's five years older and my sister was abmt a y m  and a 
half older. 

A: No. I$y fa- w a ~ i  bom in Englanl. He crrme to tha Wnited States 
a~ a temgm, I think in 1886. His older sister and her had 
ccme several yeam before an3 had bought a farm in lake Oanrty, 
Midgan. I thhk their older son was born in England, but 1% not 
sure of that. Dad's other sister, wb's three years older than he, 
canrs w i t h  him at the samre in 1886. 

A: He was eighteen, I think. I think he came in 1886, and he was 
eighteen at that time. 

Q: Was mt a large -1is.h s e t t l e ?  

A: No. I don't ]mar why the t h e y  came to that part of the country. 
MyuncLehadcc lmeswera lyearabeforeahadmtafarmhthis  
1-e tam or just out of this little tawn EUKI he had gone back 
got his wife. I believe their first &ild was born in Is land .  I 
don't kmw vhy they they& in that part of Michigan or even why they 
canr, to Michigan. I W  never talhd mrh ahout his f d l y .  -ps by 
the time I w a s i r a n ,  he didn't mmkertoonuch about thembeczluse by 
that t h  he'd been here bmty m. Perhzlps he didn't renmber 
verymchabarthisfamily, s o 1 n m m I r ; t a e w m u c h a b o u t ~ ~  
crm .that side of the family. 



A: ~yn&herwasbornincmadaarrd~carrvetoMichiganwi~her 
family when rshe was five ye%m old, That was in 1883. I don't k n w  
whythqcametoMid.ligan. Theydidnltserttlei.nthesanecollrrty. 
T h e y a e t U e d i n ~ C a u r r t y w h i c h ~ n e x t t o ~ ~ .  shehad 
twobmthematthattiraewhentheycame, Thethirdbratherwasalso 
bominCaMda. Grrrncbna~backforthebirthofthethirdson, so 
they all to Middgan mentmlly. But mther went back to Canada 
a - o f t k  i n l a ~ ~ & m . U l e  familywas-wdl, thatre 
w6imntt too marry of the f d y  left by that th. She used to go back 
with a cousin of ard v i s i t  sgne of the relatives mt w e r e  still 
theze. Itve rn met any of the Canadian relatives except two of my 
-Is si* came once to Michigan, and I luet than. 'Ihey 
were, I s u p p e ,  in their early seventies at  that time I never net 
any of the other C a m d h  mlatives. I had one causin, q 
grardmotherts bmtherts granddaughter who lives close to Detroit, and 
we'- very good frieslds. 

Q: Oh, that's nice. 
I 

Q: I see. So when ycrur mts married, were they farm m l e ?  Did 
live an the farm? 

A: No. They mre married in anothsr little tcrwn in Michigan, also in 
Mason-. Dadhadwor3rsdmtherail~inhiseglrlieryears, 
In fact, he worked m the railmad fm a lcag t h e .  I think fmm W 
tirru3hecamtoMichigan, f k r o m ~ I ~ ,  h e w a s m r o n  
thisrailroad. Y c r u ~ t o r e m m b e r ~ t t h e r a i l r o a d E i w e m t h e & i e f  
meanst of v t i m  at  a t  time. Though this  wasn't a very lavg 
line, I th ink l tcaveredabar t faurCXKUrt ies innor th~  
Michigan. It was a very important maris of transportation muse 
thare  wsen't any autcemca3iles and were quite far apart, so nroet 
of the kcansportation in Michigan had to be by railmad. So it 
ccwered a section of nortbem Miagan that had, yau m i g h t  say, no 
other nveans of txansportation. 

a: The roads - pmbably very pmr? 

Q: N o t  cars, as ~ C R Z  said. 

A: (Laughter) Well, as far as I know, .Ulsre wemntt any cars. Aeter 
dl1, I waEs born jn 1904. 



m. Chester wkt 3 

Q: Your father was a for nest of his  life? 

A: Well, he -Iced on the railroad until 1916 rhen he *ws critically 
injured in a train wrec)r. He had to quit railroadirg after that. So, 
he navar went tack to that particular hrsineas. He maar't m p 1 N  
for mt a year. H e  wasnvt able to go back to work. When he did 
finally go, he to W a n d ,  BIi&igan and worked in Dow Chermi&l 
-'P=Y. 

(2: So you a l l  mwed to Kidland? 

A: No. We had maved fmm this l i t t l e  tam of Luther when I was six. 
That would have been in 1910. We mared to Marion Wch was the end of 
the line for this little railroad. Marion was another little tclwn in 
t h a n e x t ~ t o w h e r e I w a s b c u n ,  andthat's-Istartedtol 
school. WelivEdwherewehadseveralacresofland, sowealway~lhad 
a b i g m .  wercaisedJerseycws. wlkOtharmadelrutterand 
cot- cheese, or m sold just  the cream and we alw had 
cottage cheeee. lhat pas I spent my first eight grades of 
-1 in this little tcrwn. 

Q: I r w n t t o g e t a t b a t o t h e f h e f o c d ~ ~ F a  justa 
rninute. A t  that time railroads probably had no mqx!nsaticn for 
pecple - injured, did thq? Like mPlqR was he helped cut in 
q way after the wm&? O r  aflxr his injury? 

A: Perha338 he w a s  helped art w i t h  the doctor bills.  I dmvt knm. I 
dmlt rsrfmkr that. 

A: Nut in those esrlier years, No. Weaaen didn't mrk outside the 
ham. (laughter) 'Ihere ms always enough to do at hare. 

A: Y e s .  We had m l y  five or six.  I thirJr me y e r  we had 
eight. So it msmt a lot of milking. Mother lai-uced. Maybe that's 
what I cc@t to say. Maybe that was her occuption. (laughter) - did the milking. 

Q: I shculd say so. What a t  ycu children? Did ycu help with the 
m i l k i n g 3  



A: No. W e  always had ' todo. Wealwayshadd-andwe 
m, ue always-a -18 of pigs that we butchesed for 

crur uvn use. We always had a bi garden w i t h ,  oh, all kin% of 
vegebhles. I c a n ~ h e l P K , a r t u p c a r r p t s t o f e e d t h e a m s .  

a: Carrots? 

Q: So you children prabably worM in that quite a bit. 

Q: Ycru mean that was like an outside job for mkiq a little bit of 
mnney? 

A: Yes. That's the way we mads ours, I  guess you'd call it, o m  
spanding -9 

Q: Picking potatoes, and what is tapphq turnip? 

Q: Raery U d  sprout w i t h  the t a p  cm? 

A: No. The farmer wed to do ths for us. We didnlt have 
the facilities f a  3xrt&&q. We did the cutting up and thingEi liks 
that, but we didn't do the actual butcherhq, as I remaher. We used 
t o s m t l n k e ~ a w n h m n s , I ~ *  

A: No. W& made -, Wch I ~~iul?pose is a little bit like 
sausage. (laughter) I can't mamber that m ever made =wage. We 
srnoksdhELIIIE(m-. E u t I c a n ' t ~ . U l a t w e ~ m a d e  
sausage. Ma* family didn't lih sausage, I d m l t  lakcrw. 

Q: bid yau sell scrrae of these products to other peclple? 




























































































































































































































































































