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PREFACE 

This  manuscript i s  t h e  product of a t ape  recorded in t e rv i ew conducted 

by Syma Mendelsohn f o r  t h e  Ora l  His tory  Of f i ce  on October 22,  1973. 

Syma Mendelsohn t r ansc r ibed  t h e  t ape  and e d i t e d  t h e  t r a n s c r i p t .  Louis 

Schwartz reviewed t h e  t r a n s c r i p t .  

Louis Schwartz was born i n  Sp r ing f i e ld ,  I l l i e o i s  on March 6 ,  1893. 

Af t e r  graduat ing  from Spr ing f i e ld  High School he  worked i n  t h e  ladZes 

c lo th ing  bus iness .  L a t e r  he went i n t o  t h e  sc rap  bus iness  and f o r  28 

yea r s  w a s  p re s iden t  of t h e  Midwest Scrap Dealers  Associat ion.  

A prominent member of t h e  Jewish community i n  Sp r ing f i e ld ,  M r .  Schwartz 

has  served twice as p r e s i d e n t  of Temple B ' r i t h  Sholom and as pres iden t  

of t h e  Sp r ing f i e ld  Jewish Federat ion.  

Many words and phrases  i n  Yiddish appear i n  t h i s  t r a n s c r i p t .  Most 

have been t r a n s l a t e d  according t o  The Joys  of Yiddish by Leo Rosten, 

(New York;McGraw-Hill, 1968). Because Yiddish i s  a very  "flavorfuL" 

language i t  is  impossible  t o  p re sen t  a l l  the nuances of a given wocd 

wi th ln  the  scope of t h e  foo tno te s .  The reader  is  t h e r e f o r e  encourqged 

t o  check the  f u l l e r  explana t ions  i n  The Joys of Yiddish. 

Readers of t h i s  o r a l  h i s t o r y  memoir should bea r  i n  mind t h a t  i t  i s  

a t r a n s c r i p t  of t h e  spoken word, and t h a t  t h e  in t e rv i ewer ,  n a r r a t o r  

and e d i t o r  sought  t o  p re se rve  t h e  informal ,  conversa t iona l  s t y l e  t h a t  

is  inhe ren t  i n  such h i s t o r i c a l  sources. Sangamon State Univers i ty  i s  

n o t  r e spons ib l e  f o r  t h e  f a c t u a l  accuracy of t he  memoir, nor  f o r  views 

expressed t h e r e i n ;  t hese  are f o r  t h e  reader  t o  judge. 



Louis Schwartz, October 22, 1973, Springfield, Illinois. 

S p a  Mendelsohn, Interviewer. 

Let me ask first about your father. Was your father born in 

Springfield? 

No. He was born in Poland. 

When did he come to America? 

Well, let's see. I would have to have my birth certificate. I 

think he was here about five years before I was born, 

Bow did he happen to end up in Springfield? 

He had other relatives here. 

What: was your father's occupation? 

When he came here he was very religious. In Europe he served in the 
I 

army as a musician under the Czar of Russia. In fact we alwaysi had 

his sword and his clarinet that he used to play fn the army anq I 

think my sister has it now. 

What did he do here in Springfield? 

They were in the tobacco [business], made cigars, cigar manufacturing. 

You said he was very religious. Was he involved in the B'nai Abraham 

congregation? 
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A. Yes. 

Q. Was your mother from Poland, too? 

A. Y e s .  

Q. Did they come as a couple? 

A. Yes. 

Q. They'd been married i n  Europe? 

A. Right. 

Q. What was your f a t h e r ' s  name? 

A. Simon. 

Q. And your mother's? 

A. Cecile. 

Q. You were  born here i n  Springfield.  A t  the t i m e  you were born where 

was your family l iv ing .  

A. 627 North Fourteenth S t r e e t ,  

Q. A t  the  t i m e  that: you lived on North Fourteenth S t r e e t ,  were the re  

many Jewish fatnilies living i n  that neighborhood? 

A. No. One within  two blocks and Hank ~ e l l n e r ' s  mother lived about six 

blocks from us. 

Q. Where d i d  you go t o  school? 
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Palmer School. 

Were there  many Jewish chi ldren a t  Palmer School? 

Not too many. 

Was the re  any reac t ion  on the  part of your classmates o r  teachers 

because you were a Jewish chi ld?  

No. 

Where d id  you go from Palmer School? 

Spr ingf ie ld  High School. 

Did you go t o  r e l i g i o u s  school? 

Wel1,they had a Hebrew teacher here two o r  th ree  times a week a f t e r  

school. 

A t  B'nai Abraham? 

No, we'd go t o  h i s  home. He d idn ' t  l i v e  too f a r  from the  school, 

for tunate ly .  

Do you remember h i s  name? 

No, I do not.  

Is that how he earned h i s  l iv ing ,  teaching Hebrew? 

1 Wel1,I bel ieve  a t  t h a t  t i m e  he was a what they ca l led  a shochet , 

1 
The authorized s laughterer  of animals, according to. kosher re- 

quirements, Leo Rosten, The Joys of Yiddish, New York: McGraw-Hill, 
1968, p. 365. 
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he k i l l e d  chickens and s o  on. I f  I remember co r rec t ly ,  I ' m  suhe 

t h a t  was it. 

Q. You say t h a t  your f a t h e r  was very re l ig ious .  Was your family very 

observant? 

A. Yes. A kosher home. 

Q. Did your mother ever  have any d i f f i c u l t y  g e t t i n g  kosher meat? 

A. A t  t h a t  time w e  had a Jewish butcher shop i n  Spr ingf ie ld .  They 

del ivered  every morning. 

Q. Did your family do s p e c i a l  thinga a t  holiday time? 

A. Everything t h a t  a family would do, bu i ld  a sukkot2 and s o  fo r th .  

Well, they were very observant; on Saturday they had a neighbor boy 

come i n  and l i g h t  the  f i r e .  

Q. Let me j u s t  pick a holiday a t  random. What was Passover l i k e  when 

you were a young boy? 

A. We had [a set o f ]  d ishes  t h a t  w e  kept  s t r i c t l y  f o r  Passover purposes 

and the  regular  s t y l e  of coaking Passover dishes. 

Q, After  you graduated from Spr ingf ie ld  High School what d id  you do 

then? 

A. I was wi th  a brother  of mine i n  the  c lo th ing  business i n  Missouri 

2 
A booth t h a t  is set  up outdoors, decorated with flowers and 

fruit, during the  holiday of Succoth. Ib id . ,  p. 382. 
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f o r  a while. Then he and h i s  family moved back here and he operated 

a  l a d i e s  ready-to-wear s t o r e  and I was with him. 

Q. What was the  name of h i e  shop? 

A. Schwartz Ladies Shop, (phone r ings)  

Q. You were j u s t  saying t h a t  you had been i n  the  l a d i e s  wear business 

with your brother  . 

A. 1 l e f t  him t o  go i n t o  the  scrap business.  hat's t h a t  (pointing t o  

plaque on wal l ) .  They l a t e r  formed an associa t ion and I was pres ident  

of i t  f o r  28 years.  

Q. Is t h a t  what t h i s  plaque i s ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. What does the  M-S-D-A stand fo r ?  

A. Midwest Scrap Dealers Association. Then i t  became na t iona l  but w e  

re ta ined the  name. 

Q. So you were i n  the  scrap business f o r  many years? I 
A, Unt i l  I r e t i r e d ,  so ld  out  and I became in te res ted  i n  Thr i f ty  Drug. 

O h , i t l s  been about 25, 27 years  ago, while I was s t i l l  i n  the  scrap 

business I invested my c a p i t a l  with M r .  Victor  and t h a t ' s  why I'm 

here. 

Q. Was t h a t  the  beginning of T h r i f t y    rug? 

A. They had a  small s t o r e  across the s t r e e t  and they were i n  bussness 
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for a while but really the first large store was this one here. We 

bought a store and remodeled the building, put in offices. 

Q. Thrifty Drug has certainly been a success in Springfield. 

A. Yes, it's a large organization. 

Q. Let me ask one other thing, Mr. Schwartz, did you marry? 

Yes. 

What was your wife's name? 

Cecile. 

When did you marry? 

At the age of 25. 

Was your wife from Springfield? 

Yes. 

Did you know her as you grew up? 
I 

Yes. 

When you were growing up did your family often go to temple? To 

B'nai Abraham? 

A. Oh,yes. You mean as I grew up? Well, the folks did, yes. 

Q. After you were married were you involved in the B' nai Abraham con- 

gregation? 
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A. For a wh i l e  and then my daughter gzarted going t o  t h e  Sunday school  

of Temple B ' r i t h  Sholom and I joined the re .  I felt t h a t  I should 

belong. 

Q. How d i d  your daughter  happen t o  go there? 

A. Wel1,there was no Sunday school  [a t  B'nai  Abraham] and I wanted h e r  

t o  have a Jewish educat ion.  And t h a t ' s  how t h e  Sunday school [at 

~ ' r i t h  Sholon] grew because eve r  s o  many of t h e  o l d  Orthodox f a m i l i e s  

whose c h i l d r e n  now are l e a d e r s  i n  the Reform congregat ion joined.  

Q. Can you t e l l  me what t ime t h a t  wauld be? About how o ld  was your 

daughter  when you made t h i s  change? 

A. She was probably eight o r  n i n e  y e a r s  o ld .  

Q. Is t h a t  when Rabbi Snyder w a s  t h o  r a b b i ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. Did you know Rabbi Snyder we l l ?  What kind of a man was he?  

A, Very f i n e  person. Very f i n e  person. 

Q, Before Rabbi Snyder came t o  Sp r ing f i e ld  i t  seemed t h a t  t h e r e  were many 

rabbis .  

A. Yes, (phone r ing ing )  

Q, We were j u s t  t a l k i n g  about t h e  rabbis .  Why was t h e r e  such a b i g  turn-  

over? 

A,_ Wel1,mostly t h e  turnover  w a s  i n  the R e f o r m  congregation. A t  that t i m e  
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various leaders  of the  Reform congregation wanted a l i t t l e  more power 

than the  o ther  fellow, jealous possibly,  and they'd ge t  another rabbi .  

I see. You suggest t h a t  t h a t  d id  not happen a t  B'nai Abraham. 

No, they kept them a s  long a s  they could. 

When Rabbi Snyder came he stayed a long time. 

I bel ieve  he came a£ ter they moved, d idn ' t  he?3 Yes, the  temple was 

more s e t t l e d  a f t e r  they moved and Snyder came and i t  became a very 

good congregation a s  Ear a s  harmony was concerned. 

Why did Rabbi Snyder leave? 

Why do a l l  people leave? ( laughter)  More money, l a r g e r  congregation, 

b e t t e r  congregation. 

Af ter  Rabbi Snyder l e f t ,  a f t e r  World War 11, B ' r i t h  Sholom had a rabbi  

named Rosenthal, who was a refugee from Nazi Germany. 

Y e s .  

What kind of a man was he? 

I w i l l  d i f f e r  with what you have with M r s .  Meiers possibly,  both M r s .  

Meiers. [Mrs. C. Meiers and Mrs. Myers] He was a r a d i c a l  i n  my 

opinion, 

3 
After  Temple B' r i th  Sholom moved t o  i t s  present  bui ld ing a t  

Fourth and S c a r r i t t .  Ed. 
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For i n s t a n c e  a t  t h a t  time w e  t r i e d  t o  g e t  t h e  younger f o l k s  t h a t  

were going t o  our  Sunday school  t o  meet wi th  t h e  younger group a t  

B'nai Abraham and he objec ted  very much. He d i d n ' t  want our 

c h i l d r e n  t o  a s s o c i a t e  w i th  them. He made t h a t  remark one time a t  

a Federa t ion  meeting. I t h i n k  I w a s  P re s iden t  of t h e  Federa t ion  

a t  t h e  time. And I d i f f e r e d  wi th  him, r e a l l y  go t  i n t o  an argument 

w i th  t h e  r a b b i  over  it. I asked him i f  he d i d n ' t  th ink  those  

c h i l d r e n  over t h e r e  were just a s  human as ou r s  and shouldn ' t  w e  

a s s o c i a t e  w i th  some of them. In f a c t  some of t h e  b e s t  f r i e n d s  I 

had were members of t h e  ~ ' n a i  Abraham congregat ion.  That d i d n ' t  

make any d i f f e r e n c e  t o  me. 

A t  that t i m e  t h e r e  was s t i l l  a s o c i a l  b a r r i e r ,  l e t ' s  pu t  i t  t h a t  

way, between t h e  Reform and t h e  Orthodox. He d i d n ' t  want t h e  

ch i ld ren  t o  in te rmingle ,  The ~'nai ~ ' r i t h  o rgan iza t ion  w a s  s t r i c t l y  

c o n t r o l l e d  by t h e  Reform and they f i n a l l y  broke down and took i n  

t h r e e  o r  f o u r  Orthodox members. 

Q. You mean be fo re  t h a t  i t  had been s t r i c t l y  a Reform group? 

A. Y e s .  I can r e c a l l  when I joined they broke down and asked , I  tqink, 

two o r  t h r e e  of the--as they  c a l l e d  it--Congregation ~ ' n a i  Abraham 

members. I th ink  I a t tended  one meeting; I j u s t  d i d n ' t  l i k e  t h e  

atmosphere of looking down upon. . . . Two o r  t h r e e  men c o n t r o l l e d  

t h e  meeting. That went on f o r  a few yea r s ,  g radua l ly  broke up. 

M r .  Myers, Louis Myers, he w a s  t h e  f a t h e r  of Morris and Al lan ,  was 

very much opposed t o  t h e  Orthodox. 

Q. I've been t o l d  t h a t  a f t e r  Rabbi Wosenthal was h e r e  f o r  a couple of 
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yea r s  t h e  board decided no t  t o  renew h i s  c o n t r a c t  and t h a t  t h e r e  

was a b i g  " t o  do" about  t h a t .  

 hat's r i g h t .  Yes, t h e r e  was .  

Why was t h e r e  such a b i g  " to  do" about  i t ?  

Well,because t h e r e  were enough of t h e  younger genera t ion  t h a t  came 

from Temple B'nai  Abraham t h a t  wanted th ings  more equal  and they 

d i d n ' t  f e e l  t h a t  t h e  Reform, t he  o r i g i n a l  Reform, was supe r io r .  

But Rosenthal was of t h e  opinion t h a t  they [Orthodox Jews] were 

i n f e r i o r .  

Then you must have been glad t o  s e e  him go? 

Oh,yes, no ques t ion  about  i t .  From then on we had more harmony 

i n  t h e  congregation. 

When you were p r e s i d e n t  of t h e  board, i n  1955-1958,was t h e r e  some 

cons ide ra t ion  of B ' r i t h  Sholom and B'nai Abraham merging? 

Yes. 

How d i d  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  t h e  congregat ions should merge come about? 

Well, we both  needed l a r g e r  q u a r t e r s  f o r  one th ing .  And w e  thought 

i t  would b e  a very  good t h i n g  t o  bu i ld .  I n  f a c t  Barker,  Goldman 

and Lubin a t  t h a t  t i m e  owned a very f i n e  piece of ground out near  

P a s f i e l d  Park and they were w i l l i n g  t o  donate  it t o  u s  t o  pu t  up a 

new temple and merge. We had an i d e a  t h a t  w e  could b u i l d  a small 

sanc tuary  for t h e  s t r i c t l y  Orthodox and they could have t h e i r  
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Friday n i g h t  s e r v i c e s  i n  t h e r e  i f  they wished. But we had a few 

of t h e  congregat ion,  t h e  s t r i c t l y  Reform,and I don ' t  mind t e l l i n g  

you i t  was Cec i l e  Harris, Florence Myers and t h e  Vic to r s ,  and a 

few more, t h a t  th rea tened  t o  s t a r t  a temple of t h e i r  own. Now t h e  

Vic to r s ,  t h a t  is, Ben Victor,came from a s t r i c t l y  Orthodox back- 

ground. They used t o  go t o  s e r v i c e s  on Fr iday  n i g h t ,  wear a shawl 

o r  whatever they wore i n  those  days and I can r e c a l l  h i s  f a t h e r  

s i t t i n g  t h e r e  w i th  h i s  h a t  on. It was q u i t e  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  and we 

dropped t h e  idea.  

Q. It never g o t  very  f a r ?  

A. Well, we thought w e  had i t  along p r e t t y  w e l l  b u t  w i th  a l l  t h e  t h r e a t s  

and so on, w e  dropped i t .  

Then the  p r e s e n t  temple wanted t o  move.  hat's why I took t h e  

presidency a t  t h a t  t i m e  because t h e  congregat ion was so  d iv ided  over  

whether they should r e b u i l d  t h i s  temple o r  move,that t h e  congregat ion 

threa tened  t o  f a l l  a p a r t  and i t  was r e a l l y  s e r ious .  A group came t o  

me and thought t h a t  I w a s  t h e  only one wi th  an  even ba lance  t h a t  

could b r i n g  them back toge the r  aga in  which, 1 ' m  p a t t i n g  myself on 

t h e  back, I d id .  W e  had a v o t e  on i t  i n  t h e  congregation, f o r  and 

a g a i n s t ,  and t h e  a g a i n s t  won. We dbcided t o  b u i l d  t h a t  bu i ld ing  

next  door t o  t h e  temple, t h e  Memorial Building. 

Q. Before the  Memorial Building was b u i l t  I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  was a house 

on t h a t  proper ty  c a l l e d  The Center? 

A, Yes, i t  was j u s t  a dwelling. 
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But the  congregation used t h a t  . , . 

For a [Jewish] cen te r  and Sunday school. 

What o the r  kinds of things went on the re?  

Really nothing. They had some c lasses  t h e r e  once i n  a while. 

When the  congregation decided t o  put  up the  Memorial Building you 

were the  pres ident  of the  congregation. Were the re  any p rob lem 

i n  pu t t ing  t h a t  bui ld ing up? 

Usual problems. Some people wanting more room, but  r e a l l y  nothing 

too ser ious .  

You were pres ident  of the  congregation again i n  1965-1966. Was 

i t  unusual f o r  one man t o  se rve  twice? 

Yes. 

How did you manage t o  accomplish that? 

Well again, they more o r  less d ra f t ed  me. I don' t  r e c a l l  what the  

argument was a t  t h a t  time bu t  the re  was q u i t e  a se r ious  d i f f i c u l t y ,  I 

think. I was on t h e  board a t  t h e  time and I was w i l l i n g  t o  take over 

the  presidency. I th ink Satlow was t h e  rabbi  then. Was he? Is 

t h a t  what you have? 

I th ink he was the  rabbi  before,  ~ i d n ' t  Rabbi Abramowitz come i n  19571 

Oh, I was pres ident  then. I n  f a c t  I hi red  him i n  Cal i fornia .  

Could you descr ibe  f o r  me the  process t h a t  t h e  congregation us d t o  t 
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h i r e  a rabbi .  

A. W e  had a committee f o r  t h a t  purpose and they had interviewed s e v e r a l  

r abb i s  which they  d i d n ' t  t h ink  would f i t  t h e  b i l l .  

Q. What kind of a man were you looking f o r ?  

A. More o r  l e s s  l e v e l  headed, t h a t  wasn't  p a r t i a l  t o  Reform o r  Orthodox, 

and p r imar i ly  someone t h a t  w a s  good f o r  t h e  community as f a r  a s  our  

x e l a t i o n s  wi th  t h e  Gen t i l e s .  That was, i n  my mind, a f i r s t  because . . . 
I was even asked t o  j o i n  t h e  Ku Klux Klan he re  and could have joined 

t h e  KCs i f  they 'd have taken i n  Jews. 

I w a s  p r e s i d e n t  of a boa t  c lub when they  first organized t h e  l a k e  

here.  I was t h e  only Jewish member i n  t h e  club and they e l e c t e d  me 

pres ident .  So i n  a l l  my l i f e  i n  t h i s  community I never knew what 

anti-Semitism w a s  a s  f a r  as I w a s  pe r sona l ly  concerned and i t  never  

was bad, as I s a i d .  

I r e c a l l  when t h e  committee came over  and asked m e  t o  j o i n  t h e  Ku 

Klux Klan. They s a i d  they had nothing a g a i n s t  t h e  Jewish people,  

i t  was t h e  Cathol ics  and t h e  Negroes t h a t  they objec ted  t o ,  which 

t o  me  was n e i t h e r  h e r e  nor  there .  And a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  one of t h e  

committee t h a t  c a l l e d  on m e  t o  j o i n  passed away. He w a s  C i t y  

De tec t ive  and h i s  w i f e  c a l l e d  m e  up t o  be  a pa l lbea re r .  His name 

was Delaney and I s a i d ,  "Well, Mrs. Delaney, I could n o t  be  a 

pa l lbearer . "  A t  t h a t  time t h e  Klan members used t o  pu t  on t he i r  

robes and come r i g h t  up t o  the cemetery wi th  t h e  pa l lbea re r s .  I 

s a i d ,  "1 would probably drop t h e  caske t  and run i f  they 'd come 

over  t h e  h i l l .  " They had a process ion .  She sa id ,  "I understand 
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t h a t ,  M r .  Schwartz,and I have asked them t o  s t a y  away and i t  w i l l  

n o t  be a Klan funera l . "  So I accepted and I was a p a l l b e a r e r  at  

t h e  fune ra l .  We're o f f  t h e  s u b j e c t  now, b u t  I don ' t  r e c a l l  what 

you asked. 

Q. You were t a l k i n g  about  t h e  h i r i n g  of Rabbi Abramowitz. 

A. Oh,yes. I happened t o  b e  i n  C a l i f o r n i a  on a l e i s u r e  t r i p .  We had 

heard t h a t  t h i s  r a b b i  i n  Ca l i fo rn i a  wanted t o  come back e a s t .  H e  

was o r i g i n a l l y  from New York. So I c a l l k d  him up when I w a s  t hese ,  

m e t  w i th  him and w a s  very  favorably  impressed. Tha t ' s  t h e  one we 

have h e r e  now. And 1 asked him i f  he  couldn' t have his wife  come 

down. I s a i d ,  "It's very  important  i n  our  community t h a t  we have 

a r a b b i ' s  w i f e  who can mingle as w e l l  with the non-Jews a s  t h e  Jews. 

I ' d  l i k e  t o  t a l k  t o  h e r  and meet her." And t h e  next  day I m e t  them 

at t h e  h o t e l  and w e  had lunch toge the r  and I thought she  would f i l l  

t h e  b i l l  q u i t e  wel l .  H e  t o l d  m e  t h a t  he  was going e a s t  t o  b e  i n t e r -  

viewed by ano the r  congregat ion and I said,"Would you mind s topping 

o f f  i n  Sp r ing f i e ld ,  I l l i n o i s  if t h e  s a l a r y  and cond i t i ons  [ a r e  a l l  

r i g h t ]  and spend a couple of days there."  And he s a i d  no, he 

wouldn't mind a t  a l l ,  t h a t  he'd be  g l ad  to .  He d i d n ' t  know any- 

t h i n g  about  Sp r ing f i e ld .  This  w a s  ou t  of t h e  c l e a r  sky t o  him, too. 

So I c a l l e d  t h e  chairman of t h e  committee to h i r e  a new r a b b i  back 

i n  Sp r ing f i e ld  and I t o l d  him t h i s  man was coming, would he  t ake  

c a r e  of him. H e  d i d  and they i n t emiewed  him and were favorably  

4 
Rabbi Meyer Abramowitz. Ed. 
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impressed. That's how Rabbi Abramowitz was hired. 

How was the decision made to give Rabbi Abramowitz life tenure? 

Is that a usual kind of thing? 

First time in Springfield. It is usual amongst congregations where 

a rabbi has served so many years. 

I assume that if it was decided to offer Rabbi Abramowitz life tenure 

that he must have made a big success. 

That's right. 

We talked about the relationship between B'naf Abraham and B'rith 

Sholom, which seemed to have had its ups and downs. Do you know 

anything of the Kanner Memorial? 

Yes. 

How did that come into  being? 

By Mrs. Kanner. I don't recall the exact details. When her husband 

died she wanted ~'nal Abraham to change its name, I think, to Kanner. 
i 

Ia that the information you have? ! 

Q. Nobody that I've talked to really knows. 

I 

A. When I was a youngster this Mr. Kanner thought a good deal of me 

and he had always promised he would remember me in his will, [I w a s ]  

one of his favorite boys. I can recall when I was Bar Mitzvah he 

gave me a very large gold watch for a Bar Mitzvah present. So I 

knew a little bit about the family. They had no children, but la lot 
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of r e l a t i v e s .  When he d ied ,  I presume i t  was t h e  Chevra Kadisha 

organizat ion here  t h a t  takes care of the deceased, they asked her  

f o r  some money f o r  something and she refused t o  give it. Final ly  

she had t o  o r  they wouldn't handle the  body. She wanted t h i s  

congregation, B'nai Abraham, to change t h e i r  name t o  Kanner [and 

they wouldn't]. So she decided she had enough r e l a t i v e s ,  she b u i l t  

a synagogue of he r  own. 

Q. She must have been q u i t e  an inc red ib le  woman. 

A. She was. She used t o  d r i v e  around wAth a horse and wagon and c o l l e c t  

a l l  the  rents .  She had a row of shacks, property, here i n  town. I 

can see her  today dr iv ing t h i s  o ld  horse and wagon. 

Q. What d id  she look l i k e ?  

A. Wel1,she was q u i t e  heavy and mannish looking, a l i t t l e  b i t .  

Q. How long d id  the  Kanner Memorial e x i s t  f o r ?  

A. Not too long, four  o r  f i v e  years,  I don't  r e c a l l  exactly,  Those 

t h a t  attended services  the re  I think did  go thinking they would be 

remembered i n  the w i l l  by M r s .  Kanner. Bernard Friedman i s  a r e l a t i v e .  

Sy Friedman, the  a t torney,  and I s i d o r e  Friedman, who played the v i o l i n  

during the  High Holy Days, were a l s o  r e l a t i v e s  of hers. And Thersa 

~ e r g h e i m ' s  mother received most of t h e  money. 

. Did many people from ~ ' n a i  Abraham beside Mrs. Kanner's family join 

her?  

A. No. I don ' t  th ink the re  were any t o  speak o f ,  t h a t  I can remember. 
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Not unless they had a personal mercenary idea,  some money o r  

something. She d idn ' t  have too many f r iends .  I n  o the r  words she 

l ived  f o r  herse l f  and would do nothing f o r  the  good of the  c o m n i t y  

o r  herse l f  e i t h e r .  [She] dressed shabbily. 

Q. I ' m  fasc inated  with her because I think i t  would take q u i t e  a lady 

j u s t  t o  go o f f  and bui ld  her own synagogue. 

A, It would. Yes, t h a t ' s  t rue .  

Q. I ' ve  been to ld  t h a t  t h e  bui ld ing she b u i l t  was very s imi la r  t o  ~ ' n a i  

Abraham. 

A. Well, yes,  i t  copied a f t e r  t h a t  s t y l e .  

Q. How did the  people i n  B'nai Abraham f e e l  about her?  

A. Oh, I don' t  think any of them were concerned about it. 

Q. Did they th ink maybe she was a " l i t t l e  off?" 

A. No,they thought t h a t  she was j u s t  a tightwad and didn ' t  want: t o  spend 

any money with them or do anything f o r  them and they le t  her go. I 

don' t  think anyone was concerned about it. 
I 

Q, You mentioned t h a t  you had a very b r i e f  membership i n  ~ ' n a i  B ' r i th .  

A. Membership? I/ 

L 

Q o  Y e s ,  were you a member of B'nai B ' r i th?  

Ao Yes, I guess I was old  enough, sure ,  I was married. Yes, I had a 
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membership. Oh, yes, for years. Would never attend meetings but 

paid my dues. 

Why didn't you attend meetings? 

I told you. 

  hat's right, you did. You said that you were president of the 

Springfield Jewish Federation? 

Yes. 

What did the Federation do? 

Only fund raising. It was for distribution of funds. 

You started to mention anti-Semitism just briefly. Was there much 

anti-Semitism in Springfield? 

No. 

What about Illini Country Club? 

I guess you would call that anti-Semitism. That still exists. 

Was the Sangamo Club ever restricted? 

I think they had one or two Jewish [members]. It was more or less 

restricted, I know when I joined, I think I was among the first 

that broke the barrier there. 

In fact,this was one of the members that just called me. We're 

having a dinner Wednesday night at the Sangamo Club.  here's a 

little group of us--the past couple of governors have been members, 
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t h e  o lder  l o c a l  c i t i z e n s  a r e  members--and we have a gourmet dinner 

once a month and m e e t  and discuss  everything on ear th .  The e d i t o r  

of the  newspaper's there.  It 's been going on fo r  years. ~ h e y ' v e  

always looked towards me a s  the  pres ident  and the  secre tary .  He 

ca l l ed  t o  see  i f  i t  was a l l  r i g h t  tha t  he was i n v i t i n g  h i s  brother  

and a couple of more t o  dinner. W e l l , i t f s  always been the  policy 

t h a t  whoever was a host  could i n v i t e  anyone he wanted a s  long as it 

did not exceed nine  o r  t en  a l together  because w e  always l iked  a 

t a b l e  where we could be int imate,  

Oh, you're t a lk ing  about anti-Semitism. There is no anti-Semitism 

i n  t h e  Sangamo Club today and the re  hasn ' t  been f o r  years. 

Q. When did  you f i r s t  j o i n t  t h e  Sangamo Club? 

A. It 's probably been f i f t e e n  years  ago o r  so. 

Q .  What about Oakcreat Country Club? Is t h a t  r e s t r i c t e d ?  

A, That was a t  one time. Y e s .  Mr. Fish,  he was v i c e  pres ident  of the  

Marine Bank, ca l l ed  on m e  one day. H e  and I w e r e  very close.  And 

he sa id ,  "Lou, we've decided t h e  Oakcrest Country Club would l i k e  

t o  take i n  a few Jewish members. And the re ' s  no use m e  kidding you, 

I know t h a t  you knew w e  weren't taking them in ,"  And I sa id ,  "Yes, 

I understand t h a t  they ' re  i n  d e s t i t u t e  circumstances as far a s  money 

is  concerned. So t h a t ' s  how you're going t o  raise some money, " And 

he s a i d ,  "Well," and then he laughed. "Talking as f r i ends  then," 

he said, "We've decided t o  take i n  th ree  of them a t  the  present  time." 

I sa id ,  "Well, why d id  you s e l e c t  me? I ' m  no b e t t e r  than t h e  o the r  

Jewtksh fellows i n  t h i s  [town]. There's a l o t  of young Jewgsh men 
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i n  t h i s  town who'd be e l ig ib le . "  And I s a i d ,  "Who are the other  

two?" And he sa id ,  "One of them is Louis Roberts and one of the 

Myers brothers ,  l1 I s a i d ,   ell, George, you can count m e  out r i g h t  

now because I don't  want t o  belong and as long as you're restrict- 

ing i t  t o  three--I'm not  b e t t e r  than so  many i n  t h i s  c i t y  t h a t  I ' m  

not  even interested."  

And 1 ca l l ed  up Louie and I to ld  Louie what I had done, H e  sa2d, 

"Well, I'm glad you ca l l ed  me. I'm going t o  t e l l  him the  same 

thing." And he d i d .  But one of the Myers did join.  I think i t  

was Stanley Myers' fa ther .  And he was the-only  one f o r  a long t i m e  

and then Stanley joined, I think the  f a t h e r  died and Stanley joined. 

Then there  were a couple of Jewish fellows t h a t  put  i n  the i r  ap- 

p l i c a t i o n s  and they were blackballed and Stanley belonged. He came 

over to  see me. I can remember helping him compose a letter he 

wrote. H e  to ld  them he was handing i n  the  name of a prospect f o r  

membership and i f  t h i s  fel low were not  taken i n  he was going t o  re- 

s ign.  And really they couldn't  have had anything agains t  t h i s  f e l -  

low. H i s  name was Bob Sherman. And he was blackballed. So Stan 

resigned and f o r  a number of years they had no Jews as members* 

Then, I don' t  know, i t  s o r t  of healed. Dif ferent  generation. They 

had a golf course and a good manv of the  Jewish fellows joined on 

account of the  golf course. 

Q. Was the re  any discrimination economicadly toward the  Jewish businesses 

i n  town? 

A, Not t o  my knowledge. 
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Q. You never experienced any d i f f i c u l t y ?  

A* No. 

Q. I ' ve  been to ld  t h a t  Jews have never served on bank boards i n  

Springfield.  

A. Well, not  till a few years ago. I'm chairman of t h e  board of a 

bank i n  Spr ingf ie ld .  

Q. May I ask what bank? 

A. First S t a t e  Bank. 

Q. But Jews have never been involved a t  Spr ingf ie ld  Marine? [Springfield 

Marine Bank] 

A. No, they haven't .  Oh, I don' t  think t h e  F i r s t  [ F i r s t  National Bank] 

has Jewish members. The I l l i n o i s  [ I l l i n o i s  National ~ a n k ]  broke down 

and took i n  B i l l  Gingold. But u n t i l  the  l a s t  few years they would 

r e a l l y  not accept anyone of the  Jewish n a t i o n a l i t y  on any one of the  

boards. 

Q ,  Did the banks, p a r t i c u l a r l y  the  Spr ingf ie ld  Marine Bank, h i r e  Jews? 

A, No. 

Q. Even today? 

A. I don' t  th ink the re ' s  a Jewish person working a t  t h a t  bank. I re- 

c a l l  Harry Stern,  who has passed away, d id  a l o t  of business w i t h  

the  Marine Bank. H e  and I discussed it .  There was an employee of 

his, a Jewish g i r l ,  now I don' t  recall whether i t  w a s  an employee 
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o r  a f r i end ,  who was capable and he  s e n t  her  over the re  j u s t  t o  see. 

They w e r e  looking f o r  someone. They turned her down immediately. 

We a l l  f e l t  i t  was because she was Jewish. So none of the banks had 

any Jewish employees. 

Q. Did Mr. S tern ,  o r  any other  Jewish businessmen, ever f e e l  they should 

wfthdraw t h e i r  business from Springfield Marine? 

A. Well, we couldn't .  ( laughter)  You going t o  go t o  any other  bgnk? 

W e  couldn't .  Sure, w e  would have. I f  someone had organized a 

Jewish bank, why ce r ta in ly .  

Q. Governor Horner was Jewish, I believe.  

A. Y e s .  

Q. Was he involved i n  the  Jewish community much? 

A, Not too much. Friendly,  but  not involved. 

Q. Someone suggested t o  me t h a t  when Governor Horner came t o  Spr ingf ie ld  

a l o t  of J e w s  were appointed t o  pos i t ions  i n  s t a t e  government,, 

A. Not because they were J e w s .  I think t h a t  w a s  a l l  p o l i t i c s .  There 

were Jewish people working for the  s t a t e .  . . . The f i r s t  r e a l  job 

I had w a s  a s  a page i n  the  Senate as a youngster going t o  high school. 

There was no discrimination a s  f a r  as S t a t e  House employees. They 

needed t h e  Jewish vote. 

Q. I be l i eve  that over the  years  ~ ' r i t h  Sholom has had a spec ia l  re la-  

t ionship  with the  First Congregational Church. How did  t h a t  come 

about? 
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A. They had a f i r e  and burned ou t  completely. And the  rabbi  ca l l ed  me 

and s a i d , " ~ o u  know the  F i r s t  Congregational Church had a f i r e ? "  

And he s a i d ,  "What do you th ink about o f fe r ing  them t h e  use  of our 

temple when we're not using i t ? "  I sa id ,  "Rabbi, t h a t  would b e  a 

wonderful gesture,  I w i l l  c a l l  o r  you can c a l l ,  e i t h e r  way. It 

probably would be  b e t t e r  i f  you would c a l l  the  m i n i s t e q b u t  I 

would be i n  favor of it." And t h a t ' s  how i t  s t a r t e d .  And when they 

l a i d  the  cornerstone I deposited q u i t e  a few papers per ta in ing t o  

t h a t  i n  the  cornerstone of t h e i r  new church. 

Q. Was anybody i n  the  congregation upset  because the  church was using 

the  congregation's building? 

A. Oh, I couldn't  r e c a l l  the  names. There was always someone t h a t ' s  

upset  about something. Yes. You can' t  have a 100 percent  agreement 

an t h a t .  

Q. I n  your e a r l y  years i n  Springfield were t h e r e  any organizat ions here  

t h a t  were Zionis t  i n  nature? 

A. Not t o  my knowledge. These were a few people accused of being 

Zionis ts  but they were never strong,  

f 
Q. When you say, "accused of being ~ i o n i s t "  . . . 

A. Well, s a i d  t h a t  they were narrow minded, that: they were Zionis ts .  

Q, Were the re  more people i n  B'nai Abraham who were i n t e r e s t e d  i n  

Zionism than i n  B ' r i th  Sholom? 

A. Really, t o  be frank with you, I don't think the re  were too many 
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people i n  e i t h e r  congregation, enough t o  mention, t h a t  you would 

say were Zionis ts ,  as far  a s  I knew. 

Q. Were you i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  crea t ion of the  S t a t e  of I s r a e l  i n  the  

19401s? 

A. Well, I looked with favor upon it. Yes, I contributed and was 

president  of the  Federation whose function was t o  r a i s e  funds aor  

I s r a e l .  

Q. Did the  Jewish community general ly support t h a t  e f f o r t ?  

A, Yes. W e  had much b e t t e r  support then than we have now, I think. 

Much better. I recall a meeting i n  my home when I s e n t  out  inv i t a -  

t ions  and s a i d  unless you can contr ibute  $1500 o r  more t h i s  inv i t a -  

t i o n  does not apply t o  you. I was very frank because I was t i r e d  

of people wanting t o  come i n  and donate $100 o r  so. That wasn't f o r  

an opening night  dinner; they would r u i n  the  [contr ibut ion of the]  

others.  And [when] we ra ised  $35,000 i n  those days i t ' s  l i k e  $200 

today. 

Q. When w a s  t h a t ?  

A. Oh,I don' t  know. When the  Federation was j u s t  s t a r t e d ,  o r  two o r  

th ree  years afterwards,  I was t h e  chairman of the  drive. 

Q, You were t a lk ing  before about the  Klan and that they s o l i c i t a t e d  

your membership. I assume i f  they s o l i c i t e d  your membership t h a t  

the  Klan wasn't p a r t i c u l a r l y  anti-Semitic i n  Springfield,  

A. No. As I say,1 have been inv i t ed  t o  j a i n  p r a c t i c a l l y  every organi- 


