
PREFACE 

This m u s c r i p t  i s  the result of a series of tawe-recorded 
interviews conducted by EMly (Skretny) Drabanski f& the Oral History 
Office with George E. Schuppe. The first two interviews were conducted 
during the fa l l  of 1974 and an additional interview took place during 
the spring of 1975. Fmily (Skretny) Drabanski transcribed the tapes 
and edited the transcript. M r .  Schuppe redewed the transcript and 
helped edit  it f o ~  f inal  typing. He also donated som related materials 
t o  the Oral History Collection. 

George Schuppe was born i n  Springfield i n  1909 and has continued 
t o  reside there. He and M a r p t  Elmore of Mason Ci ty  were m i e d  
1934. His interest i n  writing be@ as early as hi@ school. While 
in his s e n i o ~  ye=, he reported on high school sports for  the ' I l l inois  
Sta te  Journal. 

Af'ter hi& school, he attended the University of I l l inois .  He 
returned t o  Springfield i n  1930 t o  begin working for  United Press  Inter- 
national. A s  UPI1s s ta te  editor he covered the statehouse as well as  
other downstate I l l inois  news events. In 1933 he was nominated for  a 
Pulitzer Prlze for his coverage of the Moweaqua mine disaster on Christrrax 
Eve, 1932, when fifty-seven miners were killed. 

W. Schuppe worked for  UP1 unt i l  1937, when he b e w  serving as 
executive secretary t o  John Steile,  who was the I l l inois  lieutenant 
governor. He continued working for Stelle,  when the l a t t e r  becam 
governor following Governor Homer's death. 

In 1941 MP. Schuppe accepted the position of public relations super- 
visor for  the I l l inois  National Guard. He l a t e r  becam the public infor- 
mation supervisor of the I l l inois  Division of Hi&ways i n  1956 and worked 
there unt i l  h i s  ret irerent  i n  1972. In 1956 he was also one of the min 
organizers of Governor William Strat tonfs re-election campaign. 

Reflecting his  checkered career, M r .  Schuppe recalls  his remmbrau?ces 
of such noted figures as Presidents Franklin D. Roosevelt and Harry Tpmm; 
Governors Homer, Stelle,  Green, Stevenson, Stratton and Kerner; d n e  leader 
John L. Lewls; pi lot  Charles Zindber&; and mrheuls of the capitol press 
corps t o  mention a few. 

Since his  retirement he's continued t o  pursue his  favorite interest ,  
i.e. baseball, by a t tendhg spring training withithe St. Louis C a r d i n a l s .  

Readers of t h i s  oral  history mmir should bear in mind that it Is a 
transcript of the spoken word, and that  the intemriewer, narrator and editor 
sought t o  preserve the infonml, conversational s tyle that is  inherent i n  
such historical  sources. San-n State University is not responsible for  
the factual accuracy of the mmir, nor for views expressed therein; these 
are fo r  the reader t o  judge. 

The m u s c r i p t  m y  be read, quoted and cited &ely. It may not be 
reproduced i n  whole or  in p& by any means, electronic or  mchanical 
without permission i n  writing from the Oral History Office, Sangamon 
University, Springfield, I l l inois ,  62708. 
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George Schuppe , Fall,  1974 and Spring, 19 75, - Springfield, I l l ino i s .  
Fmily Drabanski, Interviewer. 

Q. Hello, lFr. Schuppe . Could you t e l l  ne where you where born? 

A. I was born in  Springfield, 1909. 

Q. And your first remembrances as a child? 

A. Well, I remmber when we used t o  get chicken pox or  the masles  or 
somthlng l ike  that they would quarantine us and put a big red sign an 
the fkont of the home. Nobody could come in and nobody could go out. 
Theyf d leave the groceries on the front porch. And father had t o  
mve away from the house fo r  two weeks. And then af'ter we got over it, 
why, they'd take us out of the house and f'umigate the place. 

Q. Really? 

A. Yes, really. Thatfs a l l  changed now. 

Q. Did that  happen often in your childhood? 

A. Well, I had a brother, and every t im I ' d  get the measles he'd get 
it two or  three weeks l a te r .  O r  i f  he got the chicken pox, I f d  get it 
two or  three weeks af'ter he did. And it seemd l ike  we had a red s i p  
on the house Wquently . 
Q. What schools did you go t o  in Springfield? 

A .  I went t o  Converse School but tha t ' s  been since abandaned. It I s  par t  
of Springfield Colle@;e in I l l ino i s  now, out a t  Ei&th and Converse. I 
went t o  Springfield Hi& School. 

Q. And is it the sane as it looks ncw? 

A. Same building. 

Q. Exactly? 

A. Sam building, yes. 

Q. And do you have any remmhances of hi& school? 

A. Well, I was a hi& school reporter fo r  the [ I l l inois  State] Jourr@l. 
My senior year I gpt a nickel an inch for  writing about the i rbasketbal l  - 
and football tea&. 
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Q. And is t h i s  the sam newspaper that i s  i n  town now? 

A. Yes, tha t ' s  the State Journal. Same location on South Sixth Stqeet. 

Q. Except a t  that  t k  it was two different newspapers the Journal and 
the Reas ter ,  riat? ! 

A. Yes, the State Register w a s  the afternoon paper and they had a Sunday 
edition. ~ n d f h e ~ o u r n a l  was the mmfng paper. And they had a Smday 
edition. One of my jobs on Saturday niat o r  early Sunday mrning was t o  
@;o over and buy a copy of the Register f 'mm a reporter o r  a pressman for 
a dollar  so we could see i f  we were scooped on anything. 

Q. So competition was pretty l ively i n  those days. 

A. Competition was real Uvely  i n  those days. 

Q. Was there any difference? People sometbtm say tha t  one newspaper 
was more conservative than the other. Was that  true? 

A. I don't know. I donlt think it was .  They were both t r y f n g t o  bui ld  
bigger circulations the best they could. Jouwlal had an old building. 
They had an old edi tor ia l  writer; he said, "1 think the bulldingts still 
safe because I s a w  sore r a t s  on the stairway t h i s  morning." You know, 
they were worried about the rats leawing the ship. No air conditioning, 
a l o t  of roaches around. They would run across your typewriter once i n  - 
a while. It was real ly an old building. But they put a new building up 
i n  1930. That's t he i r  present building on South Sixth Street.  

Q. And was the hi@ school sports the same hi@ schools that  are playing 
now ? 

A. Only had one hi& school then. Springf'ield Hi@ School, that  was it. 
Since then they've added Southeast Hi& School, Griffin High School, which 
was Cathedral Hip$ School ear l ier ,  and Lanphier High School. 

Q. And a t  that  tire the sports you were covering were . . . 
A .  Football and basketball. The f i r s t  football  I covered was with 
Pam High School. And I was nervous about it and I kept the plays tabu- 
lated on a pad. But I forgot t o  nwrber the pages. And when I got t o  
write about it, the score was sixty t o  nothing and I dfdn't know whioh 
order that the scores were mde i n  o r  anything. And I alrnost @;ot fined. 
But I was only being paid f ive cents an inch so they overlooked it. 

Q. How did you get your job? I 

A. I just went dawn and applied fo r  it. I hew the pay wasnl t very 
good, but you got passes t o  everything. 

Q. Did you how any of the other repoders down there at that  tirne? , 

I 
A.  Yes, I did. I knew Paul Hubbard who l a t e r  became an editor with /the 



Chicago Tribune, and Vernon Black who becarre an edi tor  with the St.  Louis 
Post-Dispatch. And Oscau, k i d i n g  who becam a big  shot i n  national ad- 
velYtising with N. W. Ayer, New York Ci ty .  

Q. What was a typical evening a t  the Journal off ice l ike?  

A. A typical  evening at the Journal was t o  get there ri&t a f t e r  school 
and s t a r t  H t i n g  s m t h i n g  about the high school football  team or  basket- 
b a l l  team or  baseball team--whatever season it w a s  in.  On Tuesday nights 
we spent two o r  three hours getting basketball scores f r o m  the hi& schools 
around the countryside. Telephone connections werenlt very good f o q y ,  
f i f t y  years a@. We had a tough time spelling names because it was hard 
t o  hear them over the telephone. 

I remmber one night I was s i t t i n g  there and the c i ty  edi tor  came over 
and he said, "Get your coat on and go out t o  Logan H a y t  s house." Logan 
Hay was a big shot [who lived] out by Washington Park. He sald, "1 want 
you t o  interview Claude Bowers." Claude hwers  was a former edi tor  of 
the New York World. And recently he was appointed ambassador t o  Spain. --- 
Well, here I am only a nickel-an-inch reporter going t o  interview some 
big shot and it scared the h e l l  out of me. Well, I went out there any- 
how, and when I got in to  hgan Hay's car t o  go down t o  the s tat ion t o  
m e t  t h i s  Bowers [it was] the first t i m e  I ever heard somebody say t o  his 
chauffeur, "Hwnpf! Hwnpf! To the s tat ion,  James ! " (laughter) I got a 
big klck out of tha t .  So I to ld  M r .  Bowers--here I am only a nickel-an- 
inch reporter--"I don't know what t o  ask you." He said, 'Well, come inside." 
And so I went fnside and he wrote out scene stuff f o r  me. So I turned it 
i n  and they printed it. 'They thought I did a good job. 

Q. E d  you save that story? 

A. No. 

Q. But you have fond memories. 

A. Yes. 

Q. How long did you stay with the Journal? 

A. Well, I stayed there u n t i l  I graduated from high school. 

Q. Which was when? 

Q. And where did you go f r o m  there? 

A. I went t o  the University of I l l ino i s .  But one of the big things i n  
1926 was Charles Endberghls first f l ight  between Chicago and St. hes. 
They were carrying &&l. And they had these old two-winged airplqnes, 
open-seat cockpfts. They had leather coats and leather helmets 
And they landed along Route 125 about four miles west of MacArthur 
Jefferson Street--right along the road. And that's where they'd 
a coup1 of sacks of mil. It was just  something new. But it 
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Q: Did you ever go out there t o  see him? 

A. Yes, I went out t o  see him several times. 

Q. And did you rneet him? 

Yes, I did. 

Q. What did he look l ike  t o  you? 

A. Oh, he was all bundled up in all this leather s tuff .  And seemed 
l ike  the only tims I went out it was cold weather, snow f l m i e s  an@ 
tha t  kind of stuff. He's a tall lanky guy, pleasant sort  of fellow. 
They always had two pi lo ts  on the plane; him and a co-pilot o r  the 
p i lo t  and he w a s  the co-pilot. You know, they had two of them. I 
thought it was something new. They didn't have any night flying, this 
was a l l  done i n  the daytime. 

Q. And did you get t o  ta lk  with h i m  on occasion? 

A. Well, just  t o  s&y hi or  something l ike  that .  I never borrowed money 
f m m  him or bought h i m  a drink or  anythin@;. (laughter) That was Pro- 
hibition time, anyhow. 

Q. What was it l ike  during Prohibition i n  this town? 

A. This was a te r r ib le  place. This was the headquarters fo r  a l o t  of 
anti_-prohibition act ivi ty,  and they had gang warfares over different 
t e r r i t o r i a l  rights. And Ninth and Carpenter was the center of a l o t  of 
ac t iv i t ies .  

Q. What went on there? 

A. Usually they had the i r  club meetings t o  decide who was going t o  ervice 
what county and what part of the county and that  kind of stuff. And every 
once i n  a while somebody got bumped off fo r  not sticking t o  his bow! 
lfnes. I was sittbg i n  a cafeteria across fmm the police s tat ion ne 

fellows s i t t i ng  a t  the s m  bar. Killed them right in f'ront of us. 

g, 
night kLth a friend of mine. And two fellows came i n  and shot two other 

Q. How did you feel? 

A. I f e l t  l ike  I was going t o  be shot next wse l f .  I got the he l l  out 
of there. 

Q. Was this a usual thing t o  happen i n  Springfield? 

A. It happened a l o t  of times. They used t o  get these fellows--there was 
a ~LIY namd T m  f'rom Benld. He was sort  of a gang boss. And some other 
gang from East St .  Louis. They called them the Egan Rats. They were trying 
t o  take over t h i s  te r r i tory  and they blamed them for  k i l l ing  Tarro. Anyhow, 
they dug T m o  up out of the Sangamn River bound with some binding re 
and some cement blocks on him. But some way the blocks got off and P he body 
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floated t o  the surface. But they'd dig up these guys. And before k i l l ing  
them sometimes they'd want t o  w a r n  off these other .gansters. They'd t i e  
them with a rope t o  the back of the car and drag them un t i l  they died 
and then dump them over in to  the ditch. And you wouldnlt find them 
hot weather and then you'd smell where they were. Oh, it was t e r r i b  

Q. So were there a l o t  of people in town tha t  were frightened becau$e 
of th i s?  

A. Oh, yes! Well, it was jus t  a s  bad as  it i s  now. Afraid t o  go uptown 
a t  night or  in certaln areas because tha t ' s  where a l l  the hoodlums hung 
out. A l l  near the police station. 

Q. Was there much other crime? Was it a l l  related t o  the P~ohibi t ion? 

A. Most of itIwas, yes. And Jefferson and Washington s t r ee t s  i n  the 
downtown area 'were known as  W red light d i s t r i c t .  The legislature used 
t o  m e t  every two yems i n  those days. And the Chicago papers would come 
out with the bannerline llMust Close Red Ught District ." But everybody 
contended tha t  that just advertised the fac t  tha t  it was there and open 
f o r  bushess,  because these legislators  were big customers. 

One of w fixast assignments with United Press was covering President 
Herbert Hoover's visit t o  Springfield i n  1930 t o  rededicate Abraham Lincoln's 
t ~ m b  in  Oak Ridge Cemetery. Wll ions of people were unemployed and business 
conditions were i n  a bad shape. Ivhny w e r e  blaming M r .  Hoover's policies 
fo r  everything. He didn't get a very warm welcome in Springfield but 
thousands lined the parade route from the governor's mmsion t o  the ceme- 
te ry  i n  silence just  t o  get a look at Hoover. A cormnittee of the General 
Assembly served a s  Hoover's escort. Some of them were dressed as  Mr. Hoover 
in formal a t t i r e  but some members would not don the t a i l s  and top hats, 
clafming t h e i r  constituents would run them out of office. 

In those days there were few Black members of the General Assembly. 
Senator Adelbert Roberts, Chicago, was a Nepo. ht he was generally 
shunned by other members. When he would visit the business d i s t r i c t  of 
Springfield he wasn't perrriLtted t o  eat  in any of the restaurants nor 
stay i n  any of the major hotels. I remember seeing him go in to  a cigar 
s tore at Sixth and Monroe s t r ee t s  i n  Springfield. Senator Roberts ordered 
a coke and the fountain attendant mixed the drink i n  a paper cup and 
directed the Senator t o  step outside the establ ishwnt t o  drink the contents. 

Q. What did downtown Springfield look l ike  in those days? 

A. Some of the old buildings are s t i l l  there that were there f i f t y  years 
ago. The courthouse i s  there, i t ' s  just  been remodeled and spruced up a 
l i t t l e  bit. Myers Brothers i s  a new store.  It burned t o  the ground i n  
1925. And it was replaced by the present modem building. But there1s 
a l o t  of stuff that is s t i l l  down there from the 1900's. There are new 
s ta te  buildings and a new hotel. 

Q. So, in mmy ways, does it look the..same t o  you? Or can you t h  
a l o t  of changes? 
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A. I think i t ' s  mostly the same. There are some t a l l e r  buildings. 
But, tha t ' s  about all. No streetcars anymore--used t o  have street- 
cars around on the square. 

Q. A t  that  time were a l l  of the s t ree t s  brick? 

A. A11 we= brick. We used t o  go t o  the [s tate]  fairgrounds every 
s m r .  And they'd have a bricklaying contest. And some of those 
fellows could lay four thousand bricks i n  an hour. But the unions 
got i n  and made it so they could lay only four hundred bricks i n  a 
day. So that and the fact that  heavier vehicles s tar ted tearing up 
the bricks led them t o  change f'rom bricks t o  concrete paving and 
asphalt overlays. 

Q. You said that  af'ter you paduated from high school that  you went 
t o  the University of I l l inois .  

A. Yes, and when I got through there I stavlted working fo r  United 
Press  in 1930. And I covered the statehouse and the supreme court. 
And then I got t o  meet Governor Homer. And he was a good friend of 
mine. He was a bachelor and so was I at the t h ~ ,  although he was 
twice as old as  I was. But, I used t o  go over t o  the governor's 
mansion and go t o  mvies and take t r i p s  with him--go t o  St .  Louis t o  
see baseball games. And he was the guy that  put i n  the sales tax, 
the first sales tax. I remenber when I was with him up i n  Macornb, 
I l l ino i s ,  one Sunday.. We stopped i n  a place t o  have something t o  eat  
and when we were checking out I handed the check t o  the cashier. 
And she said, "?"natlll be two dollars and four cents." And I said, 
"What I s  the four cents for?" She says, ''That I s  f o r  Henry! " And I 
said, "Well, that  I s  Henry right there. " She about collapsed. (laughter) 

&. What $or% of a person was he? 

A. Oh, he was a rea l  fine fellow. He'd been a probate judge i n  Chicago 
for  years and then he came down t o  Sprtngfield. I think his  name or  g- 
inally was Levy, but h is  mther  had died and he was raised by wl a m  t 
named Homer. So he took her name. He was elected for  two terms. And 
he offered me a pretty good job when he star ted his second term, but I 
didn't take it. I told him, "You got too r r q y  crooks around you. This 
i s  what I thought. He was a l i t t l e  upset tha t  I would say that .  But, I 
said it anyway. So I went t o  work for  John Stel le ,  who was lieutenant 
governor. 

Q. I ' d  just l ike  t o  how a l i t t l e  b i t  mre about Governor Homer. What 
did he look l ike? 

A. Well, he was baldheaded. He was about f ive foot ten. And he had a 
l i t t l e  stomach paunch on him. He had diabetes and heart trouble. Bq 
he wouldnlt take care of himself. And the doctors always kept t e l l i  
him he had t o  stay on his die t  and watch what he drank. But, he was 
pretty good eater  and he was invited t o  a l o t  of banquets. In po l i t  
you have t o  go along on these things. He went on the f'ried chicken 
and steak c i rcui t .  

.t , 
g 
a 
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i r cu i t  
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Q. Is it t rue  that  he was pretty f'riendly and seen around town a lo t?  
Maybe more so than some of the other governors? 

A. Yes, he was. We used t o  go t o  the Lincoln theater every Saturday 
night. They had what they called a midnight show. So weld go down 
t o  the theater. Weld walk down f r o m  the mansion, which was only a 
block away. And he'd start smoking on a cigar. When we got t o  the 
theater,  held lay the cigar on a ledge and pick it up on the way out - 
and l ight  it up again. I ' d  go in to  the mansion and have something t 

And we'd have a whole duel t o  see who got the odd one. 

t eat  because the cook always l e f t  f ive  sandwiches for  the two of us. I 

I n  1934 I was dating a young lady named Margaret Elrnore i n  Wson City, 
about thif iy miles north of Springfield, and I mentioned t o  Governor 
Homer tha t  he could help me eliminate a l o t  of t ravel  i f  he would 
give Miss Elrnore a job i n  Springfield. Within a few days she was l iving 
i n  Springfield and wo~king fo r  the Depmment of Finance. 

Later when I told the governor Miss Elmore and I planned t o  m y ,  he 
suggested tha t  the ceremny be performed i n  the executive mansion. He 
said we could Invite a l l  the s t a t e  o f f i c i a l s  and have a f ine t i m e .  We 
were too shy t o  accept his kind offer ,  however, and were mid in 
Christ Episcopal Church i n  Springfield. I have often r e p e t t e d  not 
accepting Mr.  Homer's invitation because we would probably have received 
a number of outstan- wedding gifts f'rom the various big shots that 
would have been invited t o  the wedding. 

Q. What did the mansion look l ike  at that t i m ?  

A. Oh, the mansion was a l o t  s m l l e r  than it i s  now. It was bu i l t ,  I 
think, i n  1875-an old brick building. I know I played pool down there 
once when bes iden t  Franklin Roosevelt was vis i t ing  the governor. And 
he sat i n  a chair over there and to ld  r r ~  how t o  put some english on the 
cue bal l .  

Q. And what were your impressions of F'ranlclin Roosevelt? 

A. Oh, I thought he was a real nice guy. A t  the time, the farmers In 
central I l l i n o i s  were plagued with a l o t  of chinch bugs. That's a bug 
that gets  on corn and ruins it. I said, "Mr. President, what are you 
going t o  do about the chinch bugs?" He said, "What the h e l l  w e  chinch 
bugs?" And Time magazine made a big to-do about it. Because they said - 
the President ought t o  have some inclination t o  do a favor for  the farmers 
In  Illinois--at leas t  flnd out what chinch bugs are and how t o  get r i d  of 
them. It was wining al l  t h e i r  craps. 

Q. So at tha t  time were you reporting? 

A. I was reporting f o r  United Press at tha t  time. 

Q. Did you write any s tor ies  about th i s?  i 
A. Yes, I wrote everything I could think of. In 1935 the legis la t  
had a b i l l  up that  was promoted by the Kelly-Nash machine. E. J. 
















































































