PREFACE

This manuscript 1s the result of a series of tape-recorded
interviews conducted by Emily (Skretny) Drabanski for the Oral History
Office with George E. Schuppe. The first two interviews were conducted
during the fall of 1974 and an additional interview took place during
the springof-1975. Emlly (Skretny) Drabanski transcribed the tapes
and edited the transcript. Mr. Schuppe reviewed the transcript and
helped edit it for final typing. He also donated some related materials
to the Oral History Collection.

George Schuppe was borm in Springfield in 1909 and has continued
to reside there. He and Margaret Elmore of Mason City were married in
1934, His interest in writing began as early as high school. While
in his senior year, he reported on high school sports for the "T1linois
State Journal.

After high school, he attended the University of Illinois., He
returned to Springfleld in 1930 to begin working for United Press Inter-
national. As UPI's state editor he covered the statehouse as well as
other downstate I1linois news events. In 1933 he was nominated for a
Pulitzer Prize for his coverage of the Moweaqua mine disaster on Christmas
Eve, 1932, when fifty-seven miners were killed.

Mr. Schuppe worked for UPT until 1937, when he began serving as
executive secretary to John Stelle, who was the Illinois lieutenant
governor. He continued working for Stelle, when the latter became
governor following Governor Horner's death.

Tn 1941 Mr. Schuppe accepted the position of public relations super-
visor for the Illinois National Guard. He later became the public infor-
mation supervisor of the Illinols Division of Highways in 1956 and worked
there until his retirement in 1972. In 1956 he was also one of the main
organizers of Governor Willlam Stratton's re—election campaign.

Reflecting his checkered career, Mr. Schuppe recalls hls remembrances
of such noted figures as Presidents Franklin D. Roosevelt and Harry Truman;
Governors Horner, Stelle, Green, Stevenson, Stratton and Kerner; mine leader
John L. Lewis; pillot Charles Lindbergh; and members of the capitol press
corps to mention a few.

Since his retirement he's continued to pursue his favorite interest,
i.e. baseball, by attending spring tralning with:the St. Louils Cardinals.

Readers of this oral history memoir should bear in mind that it is a
transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, narrator and editor
sought to preserve the informal, conversational style that is inherent in
such historical sources. Sangamon State University is not responsible for
the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for views expressed therein; these
are for the reader to judge.

. The manuscript may be read, quoted and cited freely. It may not be
reproduced in whole or in part by any means, electronic or mechanicalg
without permission in writing from the Oral History Office, Sangamon $tate
University, Springfield, Illinois, 62708.
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George Schuppe, Fall, 1974 and Spring, 1975,-Springfield, Illinois.
Emily Drabanskl, Interviewer.

Q. Hello, Mr, Schuppe. Could you tell me where you where born?
A. I was born in Springfield, 1909.
Q. And your first memembrances as a child?

A. Well, I remenber when we used to get chicken pox or the measles ar
something like that they would quarantine us and put a.big red sign on
the front of the house. Nobody could come in and nobody could go out.
They'd leave the groceries on the front porch. And my father had to
move away from the house for two weeks. And then after we got over it,
why, they'd take us out of the house and fumigate the place.

Q. Really?
I A. Yes, really. That's all changed now.
J Q. Did that happen often in your childhood?

A. Well, T had a brother, and every time I'd get the measles he'd get
it two or three weeks later. Or if he got the chicken pox, I'd get it
two or three weeks after he did. And it seemed like we had a red sign
on the house frequently.

Q. What schools did you go to in Springfield?

A. I went to Converse School but that's been since abandoned. Tt's part
of Springfield College in Illinois now, out at Eighth and Converse. I .
went to Springfield High School.

Ang 1s it the same as it loocks now?

. Same building.

Exactly?

Same bullding, yes.

And do: you have any remenbrances of high school?

> o > O P O

Well, I was a high school reporter for the [Illinois State] Journgl.
IVI;y senior year I got a nickel an inch for writing about their basketball
and football teams.
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Q. And is this the same newspaper that is in town now?

A. Yes, that's the State Journal. Same location on South Sixth Stneet.

Q. Except at that time it was two different newspapers the Journal and
the Reglster, right?

A. Yes, the State Reglster was the aftermnoon paper and they had a Sunday
edition. And the Journal was the morning paper. And they had a Sunday
edition. One of my jobs on Saturday night or early Sunday morning was to
go over and buy a copy of the Regisfter from a reporter or a pressman for
a dollar so we could see 1f we were scooped on anything.

Q. So competition was pretty lively in those days.
A. Competition was real lively in those days.

Q. Was there any difference? People sometlmes say that one newspaper
was more conservative than the other. Was that true?

A. I don't know. I don't think it was. They were both trying to bulld
bigger circulations the best they could. Journal had an old bullding.
They had an 0ld editorial writer; he said, "I think the building's still
safe because I saw some rats on the stalrway this morning." You know,
they were worried about the rats leaving the ship. No air conditioning,

a lot of roaches around. They would run across your typewrlter once in -
a while. It was really an old building. But they put a new bullding up
in 1930. That's their present bullding on South Sixth Street.

Q. And was the high school sports the same high schools that are playing
now?

A. Only had one high school then. Springfield High School, that was it.
Since then they've added Southeast High School, Griffin High School, which
was Cathedral High School earlier, and Lanphier High School.

Q. And at that time the sports you were covering were .

A. Football and basketball. The first football game I covered was with
Pana High School. And I was nervous about it and I kept the plays tabu-—
lated on a pad. But I forgot to nunber the pages. And when I got to
write about 1t, the score was sixty to nothing and I didn't know which
order that the scores were made in or anything. And I almost got fired.
But I was only being paid five cents an Inch so they overlooked it.

Q. How did you get your job?

A. I Just went down and applied for it. I knew the ' pay wasn't very
good, but you got passes to everything.

Q. Did you know any of the other reporters down there at that time?;

i
A. Yes, I did. I knew Paul Hubbard who later became an editor with fthe
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Chicago Tribune, and Vernon Black who became an editor with the St. Louls
Post-Dispatch.,  And Oscar Leiding who became a big shot in national ad-
vertising with N. W. Ayer, New York City.

Q. What was a typical evening at the Journal office like?

A. A typical evening at the Journal was to get there right after school
and start writing something about the high school football team or basket-
ball team or baseball team—-whatever season it was in. On Tuesday nights
we spent two or three hours getting basketball scores from the high schools
around the countryside. Telephone connections weren't very good forty,
fifty years agp. We had a tough time spelling names because it was hard
to hear them over the telephone.

I remember one night I was sitting there and the city editor came over
and he said, "Get your coat on and go out to Logan Hay's house." Logan
Hay was a big shot [who lived] out by Washington Park. He said, "I want
you to interview Claude Bowers.'" Claude Bowers was a former editor of
the New York World. And recently he was appointed ambassador to Spain.
Well, here I am only a nickel-an-inch reporter going to interview some
big shot and it scared the hell out of me. Well, T went out there any-
how, and when T got into Logan Hay's car to go down to the station to
meet this Bowers [it was] the first time I ever heard somebody say to his
chauffeur, "Humpf! Humpf! To the station, James!" (laughter) I got a
blg kick out of that. So I told Mr. Bowers—-here T am only a nickel-an-
inch reporter--"I don't know what to ask you." He saild, "Well, come inside."
And so I went inside and he wrote out same stuff for me. So I turned it
in and they printed it. They thought I did a good job.

Did you save that story?

No.

But you have fond memories,

Yes.

How long did you stay with the Journal?

Well, I stayed there until I graduated from high school.

Which was when?

1926.

&

And where did you go from there?

A. I went to the University of Illinois. But one of the big things in
1926 was Charles Lindbergh's first flight between Chicago and St. Louis.
They were carrying alrmail. And they had these old two-winged airplanes,
open-seat cockpits. They had leather coats and leather helmets and goggles.
And they landed along Route 125 about four miles west of MacArthur and
Jefferson Street——right along the road. And that's where they'd pich up

a couple of sacks of mail. It was just something new. But it was interesting.



George Schuppe 4

Q: Did you ever go out there to see him?

A. Yes, I went out to see him several times.
Q. And did you meet him?

A. Yes, I did.

Q. What did he look like to you?

A, Oh, he was all bundled up in all this leather stuff. And seemed.
like the only times I went out it was cold weather, snow flurries and
that kind of stuff. He's a tall lanky guy, pleasant sort of fellow.
They always had two pilots on the plane; him and a co-pllot or the
pilot and he was the co-pilot. You know, they had two of them. T
thought it was something new., They didn't have any night flying, thls
was all done in the daytime.

Q. And did you get to talk with him on occasion?

A. Well, Just to say hi or something like that. I never borrowed money
from him or bought him a drink or anything. (laughter) That was Pro-
hibition time, anyhow.

Q. What was it llke during Prohibition in this town?

A, This was a terrible place. This was the headquarters for a lot of
anti-prohibition activity, and they had gang warfares over different
territorial rights. And Ninth and Carpenter was the center of a lot of
activities.

&. What went on there?

A. Usually they had their club meetings to decide who was going to gervice
what county and what part of the county and that kind of stuff. And|every
once in a while somebody got bumped off for not sticking to his boun

lines. I was sltting in a cafeteria across from the police station ¢éne
night with a friend of mine. And two fellows came in and shot two other
fellows sitting at the same bar. Killed them right in front of us.

Q. How did you feel?

A. I felft like I was golng to be shot next myself. I got the hell out
of there.

Q. Was this a usual thing to happen in Springfield?

A. It happened a lot of times., They used to get these fellows--there was

a guy named Tarro from Benld. He was sort of a gang boss. And some other
gang from East St. Louis. They called them the Egan Rats. They were trying
to take over this territory and they blamed them for killing Tarro. Anyhow,
they dug Tarro up out of the Sangamon River bound with some binding wi

and some cement blocks on him, But some way the blocks got off and g;e body
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floated to the surface. But they'd dig up these guys. And before killing
them sometimes they'd want to warn off these other gsnsters. They'd tie
them with a rope to the back of the car and drag them until they died

and then dump them over into the ditch. And you wouldn't find them wntil
hott weather and then you'd smell where they were. Oh, it was terrible.

Q. So were there a lot of people in town that were frightened becauée
of this?

A. Oh, yes! Well, it was just as bad as it is now., Afraid to go uptown
at night or in certain areas because that's where all the hoodlums hung
out. All near the police station.

Q. Was there much other crime? Was it all related to the Prohibition?

A. Most of i1t.was, yes. And Jefferson and Washington streets in the
downtown area were known as the red light district. The legislature used
to meet every two years in those days. And the Chicago papers would caome
out with the bannerline "Must Close Red Light District." But everybody
contended that that jJust advertised the fact that it was there and open
for bhusiness, because these legislators were blg customers.

One of my first major assignments with United Press was covering President
Herbert Hoover's visit to Springfield in 1930 to rededicate Abraham Iincoln's
tomb in Oak Ridge Cemetery. DMillions of people were unemployed and business
conditions were in a bad shape. Many were blaming Mr. Hoover's policies

for everything. He didn't get a very warm welcame in Springfield but
thousands lined the parade route from the governor's mansion to the ceme-
tery in silence Just to get a look at Hoover. A committee of the General
Agsembly served as Hoover's escort. Some of them were dressed as Mr, Hoover
in formal attire but some members would not don the tails and top hats,
claiming their constituents would run them out of office.

In those days there were few Black members of the General Assembly.

Senator Adelbert Roberts, Chicago, was a Negro. But he was generally
shunned by other members. When he would visit the business district of
Springfield he wasn't permitted to eat in any of the restaurants nor

stay in any of the major hotels. I remember seeing him go into a clgar
store at Sixth and Monroe streets in Springfield. Senator Roberts ordered

a coke and the fountaln attendaht mixed the drink in a paper cup and
directed the Senator to step outside the establishment to drink the eontents.

Q. What did downtown Springfield look like in those days?

A. Some of the ¢0ld huildings are still there that were there fifty years
ago. The courthouse 1s there, it's just been remodeled and spruced up a
11ttle bit. Myers Brothers is a new store. It burned to the ground in
1925. And it was replaced by the present modern building. But there's
a lot of stuff that is still down there from the 1900's. There are new
state buildings and a new hotel.

Q. So, in many ways, does it look the.same to you? Or can you th of
a lot of changes?
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A. I think it's mostly the same. There are some taller buildings.
But, that's about all., No streetcars anymore--used to have street-
cars around on the square.

Q. At that time were all of the streets brick?

A. All were brick. We used to go to the [state] fairgrounds every
sumner, And they'd have a bricklaying contest. And some of those
fellows could lay four thousand bricks in an hour. But the unions
got in and made it so they could lay only four hundred bricks in a
day. So that and the fact that heavier vehicles started tearing up
the bricks led them to change from bricks to concrete paving and
asphalt overlays.

Q. You said that after you graduated from high school that you went
to the University of Illinois.

A. Yes, and when I got through there I started working for Unlted
Press in 1930. And I covered the statehouse and the supreme court.
And then I got to meet Governor Horner. And he was a good friend of
mine. He was a bachelor and so was I at the time, although  he was
twice as old as I was. But, I used to go over to the governor's
mansion and go to movies and take trips with him--go to St. Louis to
see baseball games. And he was the guy that put in the sales tax,
the first sales tax. I remenmber when I was with him up in Macomb,
T1linois, one Sunday. We stopped in a place to have something to eat
and when we were checking out I handed the check t6 the cashier.

And she said, "That'll be two dollars and four cents." And T said,
"What's the four cents for?" She says, "That's for Henry!" And I
said, "Well, that's Henry right there." She about collapsed. (laughter)

Q. What sort of a person was he?

A, Oh, he was a real fine fellow. He'd been a probate judge in Chicago
for years and then he came down to Springfield. I think his name orig-
inally was Levy, but his mother had died and he was raised by an aun@
named Horner. So he took her name. He was elected for two terms. And
he offered me a pretty good job when he started his second term, but I
didn't take it. I told him, "You got too many crocks around you." This
is what I thought. He was a 1little upset that I would say that. But, I
sald it anyway. So I went to work for John Stelle, who was lieutenant
governor.

Q. I'd just like to know a little bit more about Governor Horner. What
did he look like?

A. Well, he was baldheaded. He was about five foot ten. And he had a
little stomach paunch on him. He had diabetes and heart trouble. But,
he wouldn't take care of himself. And the doctors always kept telling
him he had to stay on his diet and watch what he drank. But, he was |a
pretty good eater and he was invited to a lot of banquets. In politics

you have to go along on these things. He went on the fried chicken dircuit
and steak circuit.
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Q. Is 1t true that he was pretty friendly and seen around town a iot?
Maybe more so than some of the other governors?

A. Yes, he was. We used to go to the Lincoln theater every 3aturday
night. They had what they called a midnight show. So we'd go down
to the theater. We'd walk down from the mansion, which was only a
block away. And he'd start smoking on a cigar. When we got to the
theater, he'd lay the cigar on a ledge and pick it up on the way out4-—
and 1light it up again. I'd go into the mansion and have something tq
eat because the cook always left five sandwiches for the two of us. !
And we'd have a whole duel to see who got the odd one.

In 1934 I was dating a young lady named Margaret Elmore in Mason City,
about thirty miles north of Springfield, and I mentioned to Governor
Horner that he could help me eliminate a lot of travel if he would

give Miss Elmore a job in Springfield. Within a few days she was living
in Springfield and working for the Department of Finance.

Later when I told the governor Miss Elmore and I planned to marry, he
suggested that the ceremony be performed in the executive mansion. He
said we could invite all the state officials and have a fine time. We
were too shy to accept his kind offer, however, and were married in
Christ Episcopal Church in Springfield. I have often regretted not
accepting Mr, Horner's invitation because we would probably have received
a number of outstanding wedding gifts from the various big shots that
would have been invited to the wedding.

@. What did the mansion look like af that time?

A. Oh, the mansion was a lot smaller than 1t is now. It was bullt, I
think, in 1875~--an 0ld brick building. I know I played pool down there
once when President Franklin Roosevelt was visiting the governor. And
he sat in a chair over there and told me how to put some english on the
cue ball.

Q. And what were your impressions of PFranklin Roosevelt?

A. Oh, I thought he was a real nice guy. At the time, the farmers in
central Illinols were plagued with a lot of chinch bugs. That's a bug
that gets on corn and ruins it. I said, "Mr. President, what are you
going to do about the chinch bugs?" He said, "What the hell are chinch
bugs?" And Time magazine made a big to-do about it. Because they said
the President ought to have some inclinatlon to do a favor for the farmers
in T1linois--at least find out what chinch bugs are and how to get rid of
them. It was ruining all their crops.

Q. So at:that time were you reporting?
A. T was reporting for Unlted Press at that time.
Q. Did you write any stories about this?

A. Yes, I wrote everything I could think of. In 1935 the legislatun
had a bill up that was promoted by the Kelly-Nash machine. E. J. Kel
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