
Preface 

This manuscript i s  the  product of a tape recorded interview conducted by 
Melinda Kwedar f o r  the  Oral History Office on February 6,  1976. Rosalyn 
Bone transcribed the  tapes and Chester Rhodes edi ted  the  t r a n s c r i p t .  

D r .  Herta Schrom i s  an immigrant from Austr ia  and began her medical 
career  there.  H e r  schooling was done i n  Vienna and Innsbruck, and she 
a l s o  had t o  complete a residency i n  the  United S t a t e s  t o  get  her board 
c e r t i f i c a t i o n .  

She is current ly  a s e p c i a l i s t  i n  p e d i a t r i c s  a t  S t .  John's Hospital  i n  
Springfield,  I l l i n o i s ,  and has a l s o  had teaching r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  a t  
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Readers of the  o r a l  h i s to ry  memoir should bear i n  mind t h a t  i t  is  a 
t r a n s c r i p t  of the  spoken word, and t h a t  the  interviewer, na r ra to r  and 
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inherent  i n  such h i s t o r i c a l  sources. Sangamon S t a t e  University is nqt 
responsible f o r  the  f a c t u a l  accuracy of the  memoir, nor f o r  views exnressed 
therein;  these a r e  f o r  the  reader t o  judge, 

The manuscript may be read, quoted and c i t e d  f ree ly .  It may not be 
reproduced i n  whole o r  i n  p a r t  by any means, e lec t ron ic  o r  mechanical, 
without permission i n  wri t ing  from t h e  Oral  History Office,  Sangamon 
State University, Spr ingf ie ld ,  I l l i n o i s ,  62708. 
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Herta Schrom, February 6, 1976, Spr ingf ie ld ,  I l l i n o i s  

Melinda Kwedar, Interviewer 

A: D r .  Schrom, I ' d  like t o  s t a r t  out  by asking you t o  t e l l  me something 
about your ea r ly  l i f e ;  where were you born, what da te  and so f o r t h ?  

A: I was born i n  Altmunster i n  upper Aust r ia  on J u l y  4, 1921. 

Q: Did you have brothers  and s i s t e r s ?  

A: No, not  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  I had a brother  and sister when my mother was 
remarried l a t e r ,  but not  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

Q: I see. Can you t e l l  me something about your parents? 

A: My f a t h e r  died when I was about a year and a ha l f  old. They're 
both--as my b i r thp lace  indicates--Austrian. A s  a matter of f a c t ,  both 
a r e  a c t u a l l y  from Vienna. My- f a t h e r  was a physic is t .  And a s  I sa id ,  he 
died when I was very young so I r e a l l y  d idn ' t  know him. 

Q: Right. Then your mother did remarry? 

A: Yes, but t h a t  was l a t e r .  That was i n  1930 then. 

Q: I see. Was your mother employed outeide the  home? 

A: Yes, she a c t u a l l y  warked f o r ,  w e l l ,  a c t u a l l y  a l l  my e a r l y  childhood. 
Basical ly,  before she was remarried, obviously she worked, as a teacher. 

Q: T see. What kind of teaching did she do? 

A: Grade school,  elementary school teaching. 

Q: Did she have a col lege  degree? Was t h a t  necessary back then? 

A:   hat's not what they have i n  Austr ia .  It would probably be about the  
corresponding thing what they have the re  f o r  teachers f o r  elementary 
schools. You go through high school and then have a one year course 
a f t e r  t h a t .  

Q: And she had had t h a t  . . . 
A: Yes. 

Q: . . . p r i o r  t o  her  marriage? 
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A: Y e s ,  

Q: Can you t e l l  m e  anything about your home, the  house you l ived  i n i o r  
your immediate environment i n  your t o m ?  

i 

A: W e l l ,  a c t u a l l y  the  town where I was born, we l e f t  when I was about 
four.  It 's a r e l a t i v e l y  small town i n  upper Austr ia .  After  t h a t  she was 
transferred--because a c t u a l l y  she was a s u b s t i t u t e  teacher a t  t h a t  time 
r a t h e r  than having a d e f i n i t e  assignment--so we moved to ,  I guess a f t e r  
t h a t  it was almost every year  up t o  the  time when we came over t o  the  
United S t a t e s  which was i n  1928. 

Q: You moved once a year? 

A: About every year  t h a t  she was t ransfer red .  

Q: My gosh, she was t r ans fe r red  t h a t  of ten?  

A: It was within upper Austr ia ,  yes. Because a t  t h a t  time you had t o  
have a f a i r  amount of s e n i o r i t y  u n t i l  you w e r e  assigned t o  a school 
permanently, so  the  young ones t h a t  hadn't  been i n  a s  long were-- 
quote--"substitute teachers." Well, not  s u b s t i t u t e  i n  t h a t  sense t h a t  
they were s u b s t i t u t i n g  by the  week, but,  you know, they were put wherever 
they needed them by the  year. 

Q: Oh, I see. So i f  they needed teachers t h a t  was the  way they solved 
t h e i r  problem. 

A: A d i f f e r e n t  town you had t o  go, yes. 

Q: What about baby-si t t ing f o r  you? Do you h o w  how t h a t  was taken ca re  
o f?  

A: Well, where I was i n i t i a l l y  the re  was one family t h a t  my mother 
usually took me to .  Excuse me,  please. [Tape turned off  and on again.] 
A s  I s a i d ,  she took me t o  a family the re  and I r e a l l y  considered t h a t  
almost l i ke  a home away from home because, you know, I was always with 
the  same family. They accepted me almost more l i k e  t h e i r  grandchild, I 
guess than a chi ld .  Then i n  the  next year a f t e r  we had moved t o  another 
town, again, we l i ved  u p s t a i r s  i n  a home and I stayed with the  family i n  
t h a t  home, too. Then the  year  a f t e r  I was i n  kindergarten. And I kept 
about the  same hours t h a t  my mother d id .  

Q: And your mother was moving around about every year and she had a 
d i f f e r e n t  . . . 
A: J u s t  about every year  a t  t h a t  point ,  yes. She got t r ans fe r red  t o  
another school. 

Q: Did they have any kinds of day care f a c i l i t i e s ,  nursery schools, or  
those kinds of th ings  t h a t  you remember? 

A: Not out  i n  the  country a t  t h a t  time, no. You r e a l l y  had t o  f ind  your 
own, The place where I went was attached t o  a home and I th ink maybe 
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they d id  do s o r t  of a l i t t l e  b i t  of e x t r a  baby-sitting. I th ink  I s ayed 9 a few ex t ra  hours every day u n t i l  my mother was through, but  I d o n ' t l  
th ink  t h a t  was r e a l l y  bas ica l ly  a  p a r t  of t h e i r  bas ic  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  
And t h a t  was a la rge r  town, the  o the r  towns were a c t u a l l y  somewhat s q a l l e r  
so t h a t  there  were no r e a l  day care  f a c i l i t i e s  of t h a t  type. 

Q: W e  talked about condit ioning a s  a  l i t t l e  g i r l .  Did you f e e l  t h a t  you 
were ever pushed i n  any d i rec t ion?  

A: No, I r e a l l y  d idn ' t .  Essen t i a l ly  I w a s  given t o  f e e l  t h a t  anything 
t h a t  I wanted t o  do, you know, was fine with my mother and I th ink i f  
anything-and t h a t ' s  probably t r u e  f o r  most chi ldren  i n  our family--1 
think,  t o  a c e r t a i n  degree was expected t h a t  you would obviously l ea rn  t o  
do something and [ t h e r e  were] r e a l l y  no r e s t r i c t i o n s  set on t h a t  s p e c i f i c a l l y .  
I th ink the  whole family already had a pa t t e rn  t h a t  you expected t h a t  the  
g i r l s  t o  a l s o  have a profession and be ab le  t o  take care  of themselves 
r a the r  than being j u s t  dependent on g e t t i n g  married and r a i s i n g  famil ies .  
But t h a t  was f i n e  i f  you did so but ,  you know, i f  you d idn ' t  do t h a t  you 
would j u s t  have t o  t r y  t o  eek out  a l i v i n g  with some lowly jobs. 

Q: Was it your mother's family, o r  your grandmother's family t h a t  a l l  
the  g i r l s  had t r a in ing?  

A: Well, t h a t  was a c t u a l l y  the  generat ion of my grandmother. So my 
great-grandfather already had decided t h a t  a l l  h i s  g i r l s  would have some 
profession and i f  they would not marry they would not  have t o  go a s  
housekeepers or,  which is e s s e n t i a l l y  what they had t o  do a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  
you know, e i t h e r  go a s  housekeepers o r  sewing i n  o ther  people's homes and 
he decided he r e a l l y  d idn ' t  want h i s  g i r l s  t o  do t h a t ,  Except t h a t  a t  
t h a t  t i m e  t h a t  was r e a l l y  not  the  accepted th ing t o  do i f  you were i n  a  
so-called good family. You were supposed t o  j u s t  s t a y  home and do the 
p r e t t y  things.  

Q: And l ea rn  how t o  sew. 

A: Yes. So a c t u a l l y  as it turned out  of the  four daughters two f o r  
qu i t e  a b i t  of t h e i r  l i f e  a c t u a l l y  d id  use t h e i r  professions and one f o r  
a  shor t  time. You bow,  they r e a l l y  did f a l l  back on i t  r a t h e r  than 
having t o  e s s e n t i a l l y  be pa ras i t e s .  

Q: Were there  women t h a t  worked when they were married o r  was t h i s  j u s t  
t o t a l l y  unaccepted? 

A: No, t h i s  was r e a l l y ,  w e l l ,  i t  sure ly  wasn't the  cornman thing t o  do, I 
think,  not  i n  middle-class f ami l i e s  t h a t  I can th ink of .  It was more of 
th ings  that they did before marriage o r  a f t e r  something l i k e  t h a t .  But 
two of them a c t u a l l y  were unmarried and one married l a t e  and t h a t ' s  how 
they did u t i l i z e  t h e i r  professions.  And I s a i d  my mother was a teacher 
and during the  war she was a Red Cross nurse so f o r  the  f i r s t  years  over 
here  she worked a s  a  nurse, too. 

Q: Yes, and when did you move t o  t h e  United S ta tes?  
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A: 1928, when I was seven. 

Q: Was seven years  o ld?  

A: Seven years old.  

Q: So you s t a r t e d  grade school here? 

A: Well, I had f in ished f i r s t  grade, but because I d idn ' t  know any 
English they put m e  back i n t o  f i r s t  grade, till I caught up with my 
language. I th ink  I had the  grand t o t a l  of th ree  o r  four words when I 
landed i n  New York. But a c t u a l l y  i t  d idn ' t  take long. After  six weeks 
they put me back i n t o  second grade, so I guess I must have picked up 
enough language f a i r l y  f a s t .  

Q: That 's  a good age t o  do i t ,  I guess. 

A: Oh yes, you l ea rn  very quickly. You don' t  necessar i ly  l e a r n  the  
des i rab le  words f i r s t ,  I think.  ( laughter )  I h a t e  t o  th ink what my 
vocabulary was l ike  i n i t i a l l y .  (laughs) 

Q: What was your mother's moit ivat ion f o r  moving t o  the  United S ta tes?  

A: Well, a c t u a l l y  because, you know, j u s t  i n  terms of the  general ,  our 
f i n a n c i a l  s i t u a t i o n  was very bad. It was still r e a l l y  the  post-war 
period i n  Austr ia  so  t h i s  was it ,  you know. Every year she e s s e n t i a l l y  
had t o  move i n  terms of the  teaching, and i n  general  the  f i n a n c i a l  s i t u a t i o n  
was p r e t t y  bad. O f  course, a l l  t he  money, anything t h a t  any family had 
before the  war was a l l  gone so  the re  was nothing t o  f a l l  back on and she 
j u s t  decided, you how,  t o  go and try somewhere it might be b e t t e r .  

Q: And she d idn ' t  know anyone here  o r  have r e l a t i v e s ?  

A: J u s t  one person e s s e n t i a l l y  and t h a t ' s  about a l l .  But t h a t  d idn ' t  
bother my mother a t  all, th ings  l i ke  tha t .  She . . . 
Q: She must have been an adventurous [person]. 

A: Oh yes. Things l i k e  t h a t  did not  tend t o  s top  her .  

Q: That's grea t .  You ta lked of v i s i t i n g  your grandparents i n  Vienna. 

A: Yes. 

Q :  Can you t e l l  us  something about the  homes t h a t  they l ived  i n ?  

A: Well, my grandmother and her sister a t  t h a t  t i m e  l ived  together  and 
they s t i l l  had one of the,  you know, old  apartments with the  high c e i l i n g s ,  
t y p i c a l  of o ther  homes i n  Vienna, c i t y  homes. And of course, you know, 
the  o ld  f u r n i t u r e  and a l l  the  old things around, In  the  l i v i n g  room they 
had a concert  grand and a regular  grand piano, f o r  my grandfather ,  

Q :  Two? 
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A: W e l l ,  t h a t ' s  f o r  my grandfather .  He had the  concert  grand and I 'd  
v i s i t  my great-grandmother i n  which is  present ly  Czec oslovakia. 
That was r e a l l y  the  same setup except, you know, one generat ion olde . 
Actually because she was already high i n  her  e i g h t i e s  when I f i r s t  r member 
her.  But again t h a t  was t r u l y  a pre-war household i n  many ways. Th 

Austrian t r a d i t i o n ,  t h a t  way too. 

i 
money was gone, of course, but otherwise--and her  a t t i t u d e  was r e a l l g ,  of 
course, was s t i l l  almost pre-World War I r a t h e r  than post-World War I. 
So, you know, I th ink I s t i l l  got  a f a i r  dose of t h e  Old Viennese and 

Q: Steep i n  c u l t u r e  and pain t ings  and those kinds of things.  

A: Y e s ,  yes. I th ink  more than anything which you take away from it is 
values. The mate r i a l  th ings  t o  a g rea t  extent  have gone. The house 
where my grandmother l ived  i n  Vienna went up i n  flames and, you h o w ,  a 
l o t  of thlnga are gone. I th ink what you have wi th  you is the  a t t i t u d e s  
and values and those you don't  l o se  and they're  not dependent on money 
bas ica l ly ,  you know. J u s t  l i k e ,  you know, i n  the  family the re  was always 
a value on education. Material th ings  were never considered t o  be of the  
g r e a t e s t  importance espec ia l ly  a f t e r  the  calamity of the  war but,  you 
know, it was s t i l l  assumed t h a t  you had c e r t a i n  standards and c e r t a i n  
things l i k e  [ t h a t ] .  And I think,you know, i t  was n ice  j u s t  t o  know the  
o lde r  generation. She had a sister and a brother ,  ye t ,  t h a t  l ived  i n  
another househould i n  Vienna. So I st i l l  got t o  know t he  whole o lde r  
generat ions,  which was s o r t  of nice.  

Q: Oh, yes. Okay, so you moved t o  t h e  United S t a t e s  i n  1928 and where 
did you l i v e  here? 

A: Well, f i r s t  we were i n  New York and then we moved t o  the  midwest and 
l ived  i n  South Bend, S t .  Joseph, Michigan, and then i n  Columbus and 
Franklin, Indiana. 

Q: You went t o  public  school here? 

A: Went t o  public  schools a l l  through up u n t i l  col lege.  

Q: And your mother remarried then? 

A: Yes, she remarried i n  1930. 

Q: And she had two chi ldren ,  two more chi ldren?  

A: Yes, two more. 

Q: And what are your brother  and sister doing now? 

A: W e l l ,  my brother  is an e l e c t r i c a l  engineer with IBM i n  Poughkeepsle, 
[New York] and my sister a c t u a l l y  took bio-chemistry, but r i g h t  now she 
is not working. A t  times she works, he lps  a s  a s u b s t i t u t e  teacher.  
That 's  about a l l  she ' s  doing r i g h t  now. She's r i g h t  now s t i l l  busy 
r a i s i n g  her  family, too. 
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Q: She has children.  

A: She has th ree  boys and so  does my brother .  A crowd of s i x  boys 
there .  

Q: Six boys. Right. Okay. 

A: And she ' s  i n  Weetchester County i n  New York. 

Q: Then you went a f t e r  you graduated from college.  

A: Yes, 1939. 

Q: In  1939 from Franklin College i n  Franklin, Indiana, 

A: Y e s .  

Q: And then you went t o  medical school i n  Innsbruck, Austria.  Why did 
you decide t o  go t o  Europe f o r  your medical education? 

A: Well, a c t u a l l y ,  t h a t  was not  necessar i ly  preplanned. We were going 
t o  go back t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  summer anyhow. My mother was the re  the  whole 
summer with the  chi ldren  and I had t o  take a course i n  summer school t h a t  
year t o  f i n i s h  my requirements and had a l s o  applied t o  I U  [Indiana Universi ty] ,  
And when I l e f t ,  though, it turned out  war broke out  and by the  time I 
landed i n  Germany, war had broken out  while I was on t h e  boat. And I w a s  
s t i l l  a German c i t i z e n  a t  the  time. Well, Austr ia  a t  t h a t  t i m e  was 
German. So then I went t o  school the re  and had a l l  my i n i t i a l  t r a i n i n g  
i n  Austr ia .  I d idn ' t  come back t o  the  United S t a t e s  u n t l l  l a t e  i n  1956. 

Q :  You were not allowed t o  come back i n  the  beginning, is  t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A: Well, it  probably would have been extremely d i f f i c u l t  a t  t h a t  point .  
My mother e t a r t e d  working as a teacher again and 1 was a German c i t i z e n  
so t h a t ,  you how,  it was r e a l l y  bad. A t  e ighteen,  you know, you r e a l l y  
can't be out  on your own y e t ,  completely. 

Q: Yes. So, you s t a r t e d  t o  medical school but  the re  was a gap i n  between 
the  times, i s n ' t  t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A: Y e s .  I had s i x  months of so-called work se rv ice  where you had t o  do 
some kind, well ,  a c t u a l l y  you w e r e  i n  camps and you were sen t  out  t o  work 
i n  the  farms and so on. It was i n  the  winter so t h a t  most of the  work 
r e a l l y  was helping i n  households. And unfortunately o r  fo r tuna te ly ,  I 
r e a l l y  wasn't much good a t  e i t h e r  cooking o r  sewing. I was very good a t  
chopping wood and sawing t h a t  I got  very good a t  those things.  ( laughter)  
And then i f  you went t o  medical school you had t o  put i n  another th ree  
months working a s  a, w e l l ,  e s s e n t i a l l y  i t  would be a nurse 's  a ide ,  r e a l l y .  
So I d idn ' t  ge t  t o  s t a r t  medical school u n t i l  the  f a l l  a f t e r  I was g e t t i n g  
a l l  these  o ther  th ings  out  of the  way. 

Q: That work se rv ice  program was i n i t i a t e d  by H i t l e r ?  
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A: Y e s ,  yes. Actually a t  t h a t  point  it wasn't compulsory f o r  everybody 
but j u s t  f o r ,  o r  not a l l  g i r l s ,  but j u s t  f o r  those t h a t  went t o  a un;iversity. 
And the  year a f t e r  I th ink  i t  became compulsory f o r  everybody no matter  
what you planned t o  do. But a t  f i r s t  it was only compulsory f o r  g i r l s  
t h a t  wanted t o  go on t o  graduate education. 

Q: Okay, so you s t a r t e d  medical school where then? 

A: I s t a r t e d  medical school i n  Innsbruck and a c t u a l l y  went t o  medical 
school there  f o r  a l l  the  terms except f o r  one which I was i n  Vienna. I 
was going t o  t r a n s f e r  t o  Vienna and s t a y  the re  and graduate the re  but  it 
was r e a l l y  l a t e r  i n  the  war and l i f e  i n  the  b ig  c i t y  j u s t  a t  t h a t  point  
was g e t t i n g  t o  be s o r t  of dreary,  it was q u i t e  t i m e  consuming j u s t  t o  ge t  
t o  and from the  univers i ty .  I was s taying a t  my grandmother's. So I 
t r ans fe r red  back to  Innsbruck, And it turned out  it  w a s  r e a l l y  good 
because i t  was t h a t  year ,  a c t u a l l y ,  t h a t  they s t a r t e d  t o  bomb Vienna. I 
mean they did Innsbruck, too,  but i n  a small  c i t y  it  j u s t  d idn ' t  e f f e c t  
you t o  the  same degree a s  i t  does i n  a l a rge  c i t y .  I n  Innsbruck when t h e  
alarms went off usual ly  we took our bikes and we j u s t  went out  of town 
r a t h e r  than s i t t i n g  down i n  t h e i r  s h e l t e r s  f o r  hours on end. W e  never 
decided we'd l i k e  tha t .  So you j u s t  go out  of town and s t ay  near  f o r  a 
while and only i f  they r e a l l y  came over d id  we bother t o  go i n t o  t h e  
s h e l t e r .  For the  rest of the  t i m e  we'd sit up on the  roof and sun ourselves 
O r  sit out  on something. Well, most of the  time we had a i r  r a i d  warnings 
every day and we had two waves: the  one going up and the  one coming 
back, And most of the  times, you know, [ i t ]  was r e a l l y  f o r  Munich. 
Every once i n  a while they flew an a t t a c k  on Innsbruck but  most of the  
time i t  was r e a l l y  Munich and the  only bad time was r e a l l y  when they were 
coming back because they'd dump the  surplus  bombs. 

Q: Oh, r e a l l y .  J u s t  t o  g e t  r i d  of them. 

A: J u s t  t o  g e t  r i d  of them but ,  you know, otherwise it was r e a l l y  a 
matter of j u s t  wait ing i t  out.  So r e a l l y  although i t  obviously i n t e r f e r r e d  
with our l i f e  and we kept rescheduling our l e c t u r e  hours and th ings  l i k e  
t h a t  but i t  was j u s t  much e a s i e r  t o  do t h a t  i n  a smaller town than it was 
i n  a c i t y .  

Q: So the war was very much i n  presence i n  Vienna more so  than . . . 
A: Well, you how,  a b i g  c i t y  I think,  j u s t  g e t s  more a f fec ted  by it. 
Because everything can be disrupted.  And i n  Vienna, you were dependent 
on the  s t r e e t c a r s  and everything and i n  Innsbruck e s s e n t i a l l y  you weren't, 
you know, you had your l egs  and your b icycle  and t h a t ' s  a l l  you r e a l l y  
needed t o  ge t  around. I th ink i n  t h a t  sense i t  j u s t  doesn't  a f f e c t  you 
the  same way a s  a big c i t y  g e t s  af fec ted .  

Q: How b i g  i s  Innsbruck? 

A: I don' t  know how l a r g e  i t  was a t  t h a t  time. Now i t 's  much, much 
l a rge r ,  every time you look a t  i t  now a t  t h e  Olympics, you know, i t  must 
be twice a s ,  oh gosh, i t ' s  grown tremendously. Every t i m e  you go back, 
you barely f ind  your way around. But a t  t h a t  time, oh, I imagine t h a t  i t  
must have been around a hundred thousand o r  so a t  beat .  Not l a rge ,  
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Q: What is  it now, do you know? 

A: I have a f e e l i n g  i t  mst be about,  with a l l  t h a t  doesn't  maybe count 
a s  a c i t y  now but t h a t  r e a l l y  has become suburbs, i t  must be a t  l e a s t  
twice t h a t  s i z e  I would th ink,  J u s t  grown i n  a l l  d i r e c t i o n s  now, 

Q: From t h e  Olympics it always looks, we see a l l  the  mountain shots  and 
i t  looks as though t h e r e ' s  not  a whole l o t  of town there.  A t  l e a s t  they 
haven't t e l ev i sed  it. 

A: Well, i t 's  h i l l y  and unfortunately they ' re  allowing it t o  grow up 
s o r t  of on the mountain s i d e s ,  which r e a l l y  it  j u s t  s p o i l s  the  p ic tu re  
completely what they ' re  doing i n  some places. They should l ike ,  I guess 
i n  most places,  do b e t t e r  planning. You how,  you can ' t  s top  growth, but 
you can t r y  t o  channel it a l i t t l e  b i t .  They've done a poor job a t  tha t .  
I ' m  qu i t e  unhappy about it. 

Q: Not unusual, I don' t  think. 

Q: Now i n  your medical school c l a s s ,  were the re  women i n  your c l a s s ,  
o ther  women? 

A: Yes, We s t a r t e d  out  with th ree  g i r l s ;  one of them dropped out  and 
the  o the r  one, I th ink,  managed t o  f lunk out  eventual ly o r  withdrew a f t e r  
f lunking and not  re taking her  exams. But then we picked up o ther  g i r l s  
because a c t u a l l y  i n  Austr ia  and Germany, a t  l e a s t  a t  t h a t  time, I ' m  not  
s u r e  i f  i t ' s  j u s t  a s  f r e e  now, you could t r a n s f e r  a f t e r  every term. All 
you had t o  do a t  the  end of your t en  semesters, which was what medical 
school was, you had t o  have c e r t a i n  l e c t u r e s  and you have t o  have a 
c e r t a i n  amount of t i m e  a s  a junior  i n t e r n ,  but you d idn ' t  have t o  s t a y  a t  
one univers i ty .  Mainly, because most of it  was mostly a lecture-type 
thing. We r e a l l y  d idn ' t  go through a s  a s o l i d  c l a s s  although I th ink 
probably [ i n ]  medicine maybe l e s s  than o thers ,  you know, more than o thers ,  
maybe, you tended t o  s t a y  where you were because it was e a s i e r  t o  ge t  
everything together .  But people did t r a n s f e r  i n  and out.  I th ink  by the  
time I graduated we had, oh, probably four o r  f i v e  g i r l s  i n  the  c l a s s .  I 
imagine the re  must have been about a hundred o r  so t h a t  were graduating 
a t  the  t i m e .  

Q: So about f i v e  out  of a hundred, about f i v e  percent.  

A: A t  t h a t  t i m e  t h a t  was probably not a t r u e  r a t i o  because we had picked 
up a f a i r  number of e x t r a  fel lows t h a t  were i n  a medical m i l i t a r y  academy, 
I guess is what you'd c a l l  it, who w e r e  a c t u a l l y  based, t h e i r  home base 
was Germany, but  they had them farmed out  i n  groups t o  various u n i v e m i t i e s .  
So we had a whole b i g  group from t h a t  school, too. On the  whole, I th ink 
probably the  ratio shoule have been a b i t  higher,  of g i r l s .  

Q: You th ink i t  was less during wartime? 

A: I th ink the  increase  was r e a l l y  i n  the  sense t h a t  a l o t  of the  fel lows 
w e r e  going i n t o  i t  f o r ,  f i r s t  of all they needed physicians, r i g h t  a f t e r  
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the  war. O f  course, the re  was a h o r r i b l e  surplus  because everybody came 
back from the  f ron t .  But during the  war years,  of course, they needed 
them because you didn ' t  only have the  h o s p i t a l s  a t  home, but  you had a l l  
your m i l i t a r y  h o s p i t a l s  i n  the  whole f r o n t s  and they had high losses  out  
there .  They r e a l l y  needed physicians very badly and a c t u a l l y  were encouraging 
people although i t  was one of the  very few things and t h a t  was probably 
another reason f o r  people t o  go i n  t o  i t  where they could ge t  out  of the  
service.  Because they had t o  go out ,  usual ly  during the  b ig  vacat ion i n  
the  summertime they had t o  go back t o  the  Russian f r o n t .  Bu then a t  
l e a s t  they were allowed t o  go t o  school and t h a t  was about the  only th ing  
t h a t  would g e t  you out  of the  d r a f t .  But they were i n  uniform and a t  
l e a s t  they could go t o  school.  

Q: Right. What about the  standards f o r  accepting these  then, were the re  . . .  
A: Actually, now I th ink they've gone t o  and I ' m  not  su re  how they 
screen t h e i r  people now, but a t  t h a t  t i m e  there  was no screening i n  terms 
of accepting people. You gradually l o s t  the  man o r  they flunked out. 
But the re  was usually no l i m i t  on taking them in .  So, t h a t  although i t  
got  t o  be a process of s e l e c t i o n  eventual ly i t  was usual ly  a f t e r  the  
f a c t .  But you were s o r t  of f r e e  t o  go. 

Q: Right, Okay. Your medical school t r a i n i n g  was bas ica l ly  textbook 
type t r a i n i n g  a s  opposed t o  c l i n i c a l ,  i s  t h a t  co r rec t?  

A: Basical ly it  was a l e c t u r e  type, r i gh t ,  which, you know, I th ink  it  
was t r u e  here, too,  u n t i l  t he  l a s t  ten, f i f t e e n  years. So t h a t  a c t u a l l y  
during the  terms we mainly had l e c t u r e s  and some of these  courses i n  
physical  diagnosis  and so  on, but most of i t  was l e c t u r e s  and our p r a c t i c a l  
experience we had t o  ge t  separa te ly  during our vacat ions where we worked 
a s  junior  i n t e r n s  and we had t o  have s i x  months of t h a t  t o  be a b l e  t o  
graduate, then you worked f u l l  time i n  a hosp i t a l  j u s t  a s  a junior  in te rn .  

Q: That was during your a c t u a l  in te rnsh ip  o r  t h a t  was . . . 
A: That was during your summer vacat ions and spr ing  vacation. But you 
had t o  have s i x  months of junior  in te rnsh ip  before you graduated. But 
a c t u a l l y  you d idn ' t  have very much p r a c t i c a l  experience during the  regular  
terms during the  semesters. 

Q: But you th ink t h a t  you probably accumulated about maybe a year ' s  
worth of c l i n i c a l  p r a c t i c e  on the  vacaction o r  not? 

A: Well, s i x  months. Six months, t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

Q: Okay, then you . . . 
A: We got a l o t  of experience though because we were so shor t  of physicians 
a t  t h a t  time. I f  you were j u s t  wi l l ing  t o  work you could work a s  a 
doctor ,  anything you were capable of doing you were more than happy 
do. They almost waited f o r  us t o  come t o  the  hosp i t a l s .  They were 
so overworked and absolute ly  happy t o  have us. You never f e l t  l i k e  
surplus ,  t h a t ' s  f o r  sure .  You weren't j u s t  added on. 



Herta Schrom 

Q: And you were plunged r i g h t  i n  the re  doing . . . 
A: Very quickly. Very quickly. 

Q: Okay, so then you took your in ternship .  

A: Yes. 

Q: And you had th ree  years  of in ternship?  

A: Y e s .  Pract iced i n  Austr ia  and Germany a t  t h   at time. It wa .s separa te  
again but  the  basic setup was very s imi la r  i n  both countr ies .  To go out  
and p rac t i ce  you needed four years  of in te rnsh ip  which r e a l l y  would be 
much c lose r  t o ,  you know, and family p rac t i ce  res idencies  now a r e  doing 
i t  i n  a way. And t o  go i n t o  a s p e c i a l i t y ,  you'd have t o  have a t  l e a a t  
two years of in te rnsh ip  and you had t o  have c e r t a i n  bas ic  requirements 
during t h a t  time, c e r t a i n  amount of medicine, surgery and so on and a l s o  
depending on what s p e c i a l i t y  you went in to .  You would have t o  ge t  a 
c e r t a i n  amount of t i m e  i n  o the r  s p e c i a l i t i e s .  Now f o r  p e d i a t r i c s ,  f o r  
instance,  they required a c e r t a i n  amount of p e d i a t r i c s ,  I th ink a c e r t a i n  
amount of surgery, and you had t o  have th ree  months of orthopedics, one 
month of e a r ,  nose and t h r o a t ,  so  t h a t  the re  were c e r t a i n  th ings  you had 
t o  have as s o r t  of counter s p e c i a l t i e s .  So t o  make up f o r  a l l  of t h a t  
u n t i l  I got  a, it  was s o r t  of hard t o  ge t  spo t s  even f o r  t r a i n i n g  a t  t h a t  
t i m e  so a t  t h a t  point  the re  were f a r ,  f a r  too many physicians i n  Austr ia .  

Q: Oh, t h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  t h i s  was a f t e r  the  war. 

A: When we were i n t e r n s  we got nothing, W e  got  room and food, what was 
left a f t e r  people s t o l e  from the  general  l a rde r .  

Q: When you were an i n t e r n ?  

A: When I was an i n t e r n  t h a t  was a l l  we got. Every once i n  a while a 
t i n y  b i t  of money but no s a l a r i e s  as such. And they could a f fo rd  t o  do 
i t  because the re  were plenty of people t h a t  needed t r a in ing .  And even 
residency was the  same thing. There was qu t i e  a competition f o r  residency 
espec ia l ly ,  you know, f o r  any good ones. And then again they d idn ' t  have 
t o  bother paying you. As a matter of f a c t ,  i n  Vienna they d idn ' t  pay us 
anything. We d idn ' t  g e t  room, board, anything. I had t o  do o ther  s t u f f ,  
you how, t o  earn  enough money t o  s t a y  a l ive .  

Q: Oh, my gosh. During your medical school did  you l i v e  i n  a dorm type 
s i t u a t i o n ?  

A: No, I had a room i n  p r iva te  homes which was the  usual  th ing  t o  do. 
A t  t h a t  point  they d idn ' t ,  oh, they ha4 one small dorm next t o  the  un ive r s i ty  
and t h a t  was t he  only th ing they had i n  the  l i n e  of dormitories .  Now 
they have some at  l a r g e r  ones but otherwise a l l  of the  s tudents  a c t u a l l y  
j u s t  l ived  i n  town, Most of them j u s t  rented rooms. 

Q: Then your in te rnsh ip  was i n  Lienz? 






































