
preface 

Ja& R. Schroll born in -, 1llhis DBceraber 25, 1916, 
the first U d  i n a  f d y  of W v e  childmn. He lived on the 
m t ,  'Ihe R i M ,  the spiring, eurmrrer and fall mmths of ead.1 of 
the f i rs t  five years of his life. Schmllls fa- was an engineer, 
hbnmthersewadasacodc, a r d h i s ~ t ~ w a s t h e f j y g t  
wanan in the Wted States to mive a &earboat pilutle license. 
His fa- and mother quit river l i fe  so their son ccruLd go to sdxxl .  

In 1966, Sclnroll began paintjvrg using the d m  of oils and wor- 
m p h t q q b .  F w  ails W static rigid, he m i M  to 
water colors. H i s  subject materid cxarres fmm the landscape of ele 
Illinois River or mm farm of rural Cass, sdmyller, *and RKw,m 
Camties. In 1985 Schmll was honwed for his work as a pamter of 
local Cass C ~ U ~ T Q  life and as a m p h e r  by the Westam 11linois 
University Friends of the Arts. 

schroll preserYtly -ides in Bardsbm w i t h  his wife Uuise. 
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Jack Schroll, 23, 1986, -, Illhis 

Leslie might, rrrkwi-. 

Q: Jack, yau cme from a long line of pretty illustrious river 
zma2stors. Do you warrt to tell ms abut  them? 

A: Well, we csught to start  f i r s t  with G m  MzZett, I guess, 
shouldn't we, because . . . 
My Gmn&&her H U l e t t  was the f i r s t  pilot licensed as a stemhat 
pilot in the United States, a n l  the reism Grandma becams a pilot was 
b e c a u s e G r a n d p a M z l e t : t w a s c o l o r b l i n d ~ ~ m t h e h t h a d t o  
have a pilot 's  license, so Gmr&na did all of the ~~, took the 
testsandpEllssledand ' . Although &e a u l d  pllot the boEllt 
a r d  did it a lot of t'""f""- xe. ewentially the pilot; mayhe it 
was breakirrg the law, but he was just as good a pilot as q b & y .  So, 
Grandma, later in l i fe ,  w a s  written up by Saturday m t ,  I'd 
love to have a cqg  of the m g a z h  w h i c h  I don't. 
picture in it and werythhg else, abut  - her l i f e  m% rim. 

My ancestors, who were the Wetts, in that branch of the family, 
mrbd primarily on the Illinois Rivler. Also, the -issippi and the 
olrio River as far as Mt. P l a  a c h  is way up in West Virginia. 
The ~ h s i s d p p i ,  of amms, d r a h  the Ohio, slnd these rivers are a l l  
in-, and they'd work crne area 2md doizlg one thing. We 
hued apples, we hauled steel, we dq sEmd, primarily because the 
h a t  was designed as a sand ~nrmper, and a sand purger lawem a big 
suction pipe over one side of the h a t ,  and this ming machinery is 
h ~ c e r r t e r o f t b e b o a t d i t ~ b a b a r g e a n t h e o t h e r d d e  
of the boat and f i l l s  up w i t h  sand. Then the &and is t a b n  and 
delivered, -ly more than one barge a t  a time, to whereyer it's 
needed along the river. 

Sand a t  that t b  was used a lot in building the highway system 
t r P a r g h t h i s p a r t o f t h e ~ b e c a u s e s a n ; l w a s a n i n t e g r a l p a r t o f  
cwmcrete. They didn't ge t  into digghq gravel, because agging gravel 
is a differerrt crperaticm where they use a crane, and dig it out of 
gravel pits. Sand is faund a l q  t h ~  river for the quality that they 
needed. 

m t s ,  in the 19008, in the d y  1900s, and I'm talking abut 
fhxa my time on, which is 1916, only mrlclad in the summ, spring, and 
fal l ,  because of ice, they caUdnlt handle ice, they didn't have the 
w. lZleydia;ln' tmthetypeofhullthatyazccxxldcrperat@in 
ice, a n d t h e r e w a s n o a t h e r b o a t s ~ t i r q t o l w p t h e r i v e r c r p e n ,  so 
ylcru tied up im ths w i n t e r .  A t  the end of about f i f th  year, I had 
t o l e r n r e t h e r i v e r t o g o t o ~ l ,  s o m y ~ q u i t w c a k h g ~  



-y, Graftan ww a canter of a large part of what vie did m the 
riw, because, at that time, mey ker@ wding hardroads in that 
part of the state, and the was used a lot. Also, we hauled 
steel, reinforcing steel, whi& we'd pi& up in the st. 
 deliveritt it tot hem am st river point oft hero ad 
building -tion. But, prcbably ny c l m  -imce w i t h  Gra&on 
WDUldbethefactthatwhenIwa~isbcnmthsold, wkichFlrXlldbei31 
the s ~ n m w  of 1917, I got malaria. I was so bad that Grandpzl Watt 
twk the boat into Graftan and t h q  had a &&or care M. I quess 
I ms in pretty bad shape, because the doctor told I wuldnth 
live tbmqh the night. Well, I did. Maria mms rr, unxomn 
atthattime. A r r y b o d y t h a t l i v e d u p a n d d u w n d ~ t h e r i v a r h a d  
malaria. Of cause, sum peaple react to it harder than other -1e. 
Later un in l i fe ,  I had malaria three more times, in fact, I ccms 
cl-todyimgmy junior year of highschool. r-cantel1-yaumare 
about malaria later an. 

Sam of the other t h h ~  I mmmbm abaut: the river in relation to 
living cn the river, w& my uncle ccming hame fran the F h t  world 
War. whichwouldbe a b u t  1919. I ramikrhhn. he wenhadhis 




































































































































































































































