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Arthur sSchletker, April 6, 1957.
John Knoepfle, Interviewer.

A: I was born at Front and Carr Street December 8, 1890 in the west
erd of Cincinnati. I went to eighth grade at 12th District School at
Cincinnati. Started working on the river during summer vacations on
the Pittsburgh Coal Company, the Combine landings. At Mill Creek
Landing and Ludlow Landing running pump boats. Pump boats are boats,
non propelled boats that pump out the barges. 2And they were wooden
barges at that time. They'd drop them down from length to length and
then pump out the barges that have made some water overnight or during
the day after a rain arxd so forth. The landing boss at Mill Creek
were Bill Spencer and later Al Fritz on Ludlow lLanding and Joe Buck
later and later John Wilson, And I started working on the various
harbor boats such as the Relief, the ¢ the Fallie, the Delta,
the Crusader and Fulton in capacities o twatchman, deck watciman,
fireman, striker and steersman under chief engineers Mel Ieep, Charles
Cox, Earl Brian, Harry Charleton and William Shahan and Captains
Charles Menges, James Stewart, Bradford Williams and George Drake.

Q: Iet's hold a minute. (tape stopped)

A: Ard as a striker engineer on the Coney Island steamer, the
Princess, under Captain Emerson Moore and pilot Harry Doss. Morning
Star under Captain Clarence Sandborn and chief engineer William
Harris. And on the Island I under Captain Jim DuPuy and pilot
George Bales. Receiving original license first assistant engineer on
27th of September, 1917. I shipped the same year as assistant
engineer on the steamer John Barrett under Captain Clarence Carter and
pilot Harry Doss and chief engineer Hiram Howe. Taking the first load
of automobiles from Cincinnati, Ohio to Memphis, Tennessee. I was
traneferred to the steamer James Moren under Captain Clarence Nichots

ard pilot Harvey McCullouch. After a year with the Barrett Line I
left the lower river and shipped as the second engineer to Julius
Fleischmann under Captain Albert Martin and chief Walter Martin,
mgevemlnmthswerrtonthesteamtugsilversmrwhid\wasumd
to gauge coal. In other words gauging coal by meeting the tows up the
riverandmeasuringthaooal,thebargesbeinglevelarﬂhwwingthe
amount of cubic feet of timber, you know, under the boat and the size
of the purp boxes. And as the barge was level we had a rod. And we'd
stick this rod down through the barge possibly eight or nine times and
get an average depth. Then we would measure the bulkhead. And then
of course after that, that was done for many years until the steel
barge come out. And then of course she was all taken by a mean draft
at that time. And during the beginning of World War I, I went in the
Merchant Marine School Case School of Applied Science with the late
camander Harry Voight and received raise in grade to a second :
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asaistmrtengineeroftenthmsamtmsmﬂthirdassistantengimer,
all gross tons, of ocean steamers. I returned to Cincirmmati and
shippedonthesteamergﬁgwiﬂlmptainmmmaman_. Was then

Quebec, Canada, as assistant engineer. Then for lake graphite from
ILorain, Ohio to Quebec. I returned to Cincinnati again and shipped on
the steamer E. A. Woodruff.

Q: What year was that?

A: That was appromixately in year 1919. And was transferred to
steamer in July 1919 under Captain Emory Edgington.
Relieving Captain Nelscn, the chief engineer, Nelson Beare, when Mr.
Beare was appointed chief engineer at Iock Sixteen. T resigned from
the Guyandot in 1921. T started working for the Campbells Creek Coal
Company on the steamers Robert P. Gillham and Eugene Dana Smith under
chief engineer Dana Wright. Then T served as engineer and helped fit
out the steamer Hel which overturned at Cincimmati, Chio,

Captain E. Burnside.” In 1922 I retwrned to U. S. Engineers as chief
engineerofthesteaarerOttammderCaptainsmremmmorea:ﬁRoy
I-IugheswithJamsStutmnnowLocklhsteratDam37, as assistant
engineer. On December 1, 1920 I was appointed chief engineer of the
lighthouse tender Goldenrod. And in 1934 to the Greenbrier, then a
new boat under Captain Leslie T. Hill. After Captain HIll retired I
was married to Ruth Hastings in Neville, Ohio on July 1924. I was
relieved as chief engineer by Fred A. Barrows ard then I received
master's license, was master of the Greenbrier with Captain art
Shriver, Lee Blagg and Elmer Chandler as pilots. Receiving master's
license on June 9, 1938 and pilot's license December 1939 and I have
license on the chio River from Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania to Cairo,

Virginia. m::ingnwyearsontheaoldenrodaIﬁGrembrierIbecam
very well known to many rivermen and natives in many cities along the
route. While supplying kerosene, recharging battery lights and
installing commercial electric lights. Many of the names of the
notable rivermen were given to the lights and daymarks while I was in
the service. Also many notables who visited the Greenbrier such as
President Herbert Hoover and Mrs. Hoover, Nicholas Longworth, Govermor
lesley of Indiana, Mayor James E. Stewart of Cincimnati, the noted
humorist Irvin s, Cobb was also aboard in the Tennessee River. And
the noted columist 0. 0. McIntyre and many others. When the
lighthouse se.rvicewasabsoxbedbythecoastmardonmlylgw I
reeeivednyfimtmissimasachiefwanantofficerandtookoath
the first of April 1940 at Decatur, Alabama. T was pramoted to
Lieutenant J. G. on the 24th of September 1942, then lieutenant on
25th May of 1943. Lieutenant Commander 1943-1945. I reverted back to
permanent Lieutenant on the first of July 1946 and was pramoted to
LieutamntcamnandermthetenthofFebmaryl%o. After the
decanmissioning of the Greenbrier, I was appointed Aid to Navigation
Officer and Assistant ofEFEcoastmammdliarymthemioRiver
and tributaries. Since retiring I have made Quite a few trips on the
riverasdmiefengineerandaspilctandmster. For the last three
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years I have beenh pilot on the Avalon during the extra trips betwaen
Pittsburgh, Cairo, Charleston, West Virginia. And generally on the
return trip--while the boat stayed at the different towns I always
cone home. And I made several others trips. And then last year I
made, year before last, I made a trip on the Claude Tully.

Q: Was that a tow?

A: Tow boat, yes. On the tow boat, the Claude Tully, towing kerosene
to Falling View, West Virginia and Pittsburgh, several times until the
pilots got organized up in that area. Then of course I returned and
made several trips on the Iucy Jane lucas to Cairo, Illinois.

Q: What were you towing there?

: Towing coal. Coal and barges down ard floursper, sulphur, scrap

Q: Is the Lucas gone now?

A: The Lucas belorgs to the Chio River Company and is working. She's
the smallest of the boats now. Now she works in the upper Chio River.
Arourxl Powhatan Point to the Tiger Creek Plant above Gallipolis, a
power plant. That's that's large atomic plant there.

Q: Is that a stermwheel boat?

A: No, no, it's a screw wheel boat. And then early this year I made
a trip on the A. H. Crane motor vessel, A. H. Crane of the Chio River
Campany with Captain Clayton Adams to Calro, I1linois with nine barges
of coal for Cairo and Mount Vernon, picking up empties in route. And
after arrival to Cairo switched over to empty coal barges and scrap
iron upstream,

Q: What was it you picked up in route? I didn't understand.

A: I picked up empty barges in route. Then we had, finally we lefit
the empty barges, we picked up extra empty barge at Mount Vernon,
Indiana coming upstream. I went up the mouth of the Green River
left empty coal barges and picked up loads to come to Cincimnati.
we came on through to Cincinnati straight then leaving the coal

at the Tanners Creek Plant of the, electric plant just below
Lawrencebury, Indiana. And then we returned to the landing at Addison
where I got off. And just about three weeks ago I got on the Avalon
and tock it to Paducah, Kentucky making excurions in route, while it
proceeded up in the Tennessee River, and out of the Temnessee River.
She'll go on up the Allegheny River before returning to Cincinnati in
about the first part of May, early May.

Q: Well now you were on the boat before the Coast Guard.
A: Oh yes. I was in the former Lighthouse Service. That's where

started. I relieved Chief Engineer Bill Handley who was the father|of
Dr. Handley who was a coroner of Hamilton County for many years and he
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was the grandfather of Judge Daniel C. Handley now on the mmicipal
court bench in Cincimnati.

Q: Well, he must have been on the river a long time?

A: Oh he was. His dad, Dr. Dan Hardley, older Dan, he learned to be
an engineer while he studied for a doctor during his off times as
engineer of these big sidewheel packet boats in the trade. And Bill
Handley himself is quite a character, the old gentleman. And I
succeaded him on the first day of—I went on the Goldenrod the first
day of December 1922. Stayed on there about a year and a half until
the Greenbrier came cut. And I was chief engineer of the Greenbrier
for fourteen years arnd I was master of her for eight years,

the time—then when the Coast Guard come here the work was divided up.
And while I was in uniform I made many changes. Was assigned to flood
areas, flood and disaster areas along the Chio River, lower parts of
the Chio River ard Green River area and along the Cumberland.

Q: Well, could you describe those changes, Captain?
A: Pardon me.
Q: Could you describe any of those changes?

A: In the changes, you know, I was sent here like in charge of a crew
working out of a certain spot. Now we would work one year out of
Cannelton, Indiana where we had boats come from the lakes. Then we
dispatched them with food and supplies to these people in the Green
River area, the Green River bottoms area. And generally, they didn't
want to leave, the natives don't want to leave. As long as they can
get something, some staples, they're all right.

Q: They'll go back to their houses.

A: Oh, yes. Yes. They go back to the houses. They won't move aut
of them. It's just like me. Born and raise over here. Our house is
in the flood nearly every year up until the time I was eighteen years
old just across the river here. And part of the thing we had to pump
out our cellars over there. And it just kept us all busy. And of
course in years I was in the different parts. I had charge of an aid
to navigation business on the Chio River and I made mogt of the
changes from oil lights to either battery operated or cammercial
electric operated lights on the entire Ohio River and its tributaries.

Q: I imagine the oil lights had to have tenders.

A: The oil lights had to have tenders, yes. They paid them a rate of
about fifteen dollars a month, you know. And of course the cammercial
electric lights were much better and a whole lot cheaper and so they
reverted to that wherever we got electricity mmn down to the——and in
that length of time I had quite a different time with some of the

lamplighters. And these lights are put on, these navigation lights

are put on high hills, you know., Like Cave-in-Rock, Illinois and .
places like that. And some of these lights, you know, we had quite a
bit of trouble with. A man down in Haunted Hollow below Louisville, I
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sent the boys up to fix--he was sitting on the road with a gun across
his knee. I said, "what's this for, Mr. Miller?" I said, "The boys
have to go up and take care of the light." You see, that sign., I
said, "In other words you don't want me to go up on that hill?»
said, "Now go ahead boys, as far as that's concerned I'll take of
this." I said, "We have to take care of the light. The light's
there. The light is a goverrment project." I said, "It's up there
and we're paying Mr. Miller a certain amount." I said, "And if Mr.
Miller gets electricity we'll put the electric light in." And hinm
being a director of the REA in Corydon, Indiana, of course he could go
a little further than the rest of them. He had poles running out
there to that light. And since that time he was all right. Then
again some of the later lights before I got out of the service, I
always changed lights., Lights were changed according to the will of
the navigators and the pilots would say, "There would be a good place
to light, to help us out of a certain place, if we could just get down
to them, we could see this light, and we could just come with our tow
boats cut of different locks or along the shores." One of them was on
a high bluff called Henry Clay Hill. Just below Cave-in-Rock,
Illinocis. And while I was putting it up there Mr. Starkey, the man
who owned the property, when I put it up there there was no sign of
any houses. I always asked permission. Ard he just raised the
dickens about it. And he had me cited for that was in the
book, you know. So anyhow I finally got on to it and I got that over
with and he come back the second time for vandalism. One of the boys
painted his initial on the thing you know. And I says to him—-he
called me up there-~I said, "You see that initial, Mr, Starkey? That
was just a kid. He wasn't a man. He was just a kid. You know a _
bunch of boys like we have working here that enlist. And the kid just
took that paint brush and painted his initial which is not cbserved,
don't bother ncbody. But you cught to be tickled to death that thing
is there because this kid was one of the first man killed in the
battle of the landing of Salerno Beach." I said, "You ought to be
tickled." And before I left that place I had him crying. 2nd he was
then just that much better you know. ©Oh and in different places and
along the Ohio River if I could only think of the different things
that have happened in among lamplighters and in fifteen hundred miles
of river you'd have something to do because so much of it it don't
seem like fifteen dollars a month for a light is a whole lot about
believe me it's coffee and sugar for lots of them. And you see if
they don't use it for nothing else. -

Q: Same of them tend strings of lights, didn't they?

A: Yes. Sare of then. We have several places where we have men take
care of strings of the lights, especially Shawneetown, Illinois. They
would go from Shawneetown up one day ard down the next. Went up to
the mouth of Wabash River, Wabash Island, and the names of the lights
you know like Brown Island and Graham Varble and they reached there at
the Raleigh Bar, J. C. Warehouse and then on down into Shawneetown and
then down the bend below Shawneetown, Bowlesville Mines and
Shawneetown Bend Upper and Lower, and then across the Greens Crossing
aﬂmshe'slastlightatcmxsmosshg. And then of course we go
down and make a long crossing there to Saline River and on down the
shore to Battery Rocks and into Caseyville.
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I got fifty. Pretty near all year round, I got fifty dollars a month
that was.

1
i
|

Q: About what year would that have been?

A: I would say in about (pause) 1912, 1914. I know that I was
running chief engineer for a hundred some odd dollars a month. I
forget. I got my papers up there yet with the wages I went on the
Goldenrod with. I was paid a hundred sixty dollars a month and they
was big wages at that time.

Q: I wonder what deck hands and the roustabouts made?

A: Around twenty-five to fifty dollars. Them rousters--see they used
a different class of people on towboats and packet boats.

was interlocked, but there was so much different. Now like that
fellow Fred Hornbrook never done no towboating. One of the finest
gentleman you ever met in your life. Same way with Captain Wisherd.
But they were very good packetboat men, excursion boat men and that
kind of stuff and that's what I never had a whole lot of. And as fine
a bunch of fellows that were my very age, Pete Butler, Walter English,
they were all pilots, and Wilbur Chapman., We was all just in the same
age bracket, brought up together you know and one time we had an
engineers association NEVA, and I was president of it as late as 1930.
You couldn't pick up a crew around this part of the country for love
or money nowadays. These young crews. Now the companies are building
more men. The campanies are building--after you get a license, the
wages now are a whole lot better. Gee whiz they work--I never got so
much money for in my life. For a jab I got about fifty dollars a day
for ten days here. I got the highest rate. Two days I got in Jarmary
were 45 dollars a month, nine days or ten days was fifty dollars a
day. But that don't happen all the time, now we don't get that. 0ld
Myers, we're always arguing with him about wages. By God, he don't
pay half that much.

Q: Was that the Chio?

A: No, the Ohio River Company they were different you know, all

the big companies. The towboats always paid more money than the
packetboats, Towboats always paid more money than the packetboats.
The thing of it is just do it. I don't know what mate's wages is.
Deck hand's wages is a whole lot more than chief engineer or captain's
wages were in those days when I started in.

End of Side One, Tape Two

A: And some of these jabs you couldn't hardly get a relief unless
samecne'd be after your job. Different people after your job.

That's the way it always was. But nowadays, by gosh, they're training
them, they're maybe not so many of them. But they've got it down to a
nice thing now. 1It's a good job, but they only pay these bigger weges
when they have to, like in an emergency. See, then they had a wage








































