
ZuAhu Schletkar was lran December 8, 1890 in c i n c h t i .  He sMEd 
wor* on hzfbr boats in various capacities. In this mem~ir he 
discusses boats, lights on the river and river experiences. 

The l ~ n ~ s c r i p t  may be read, qyoted Md cit& freely. It m y  nut be 
repmduod in vhole or in part by any meanr, elg.hcslic or medmi9alI 
w i t h o u t  permission in writing fmm either the Caal History O f f i c e ,  
Srnqamm State U h i v e r s i ~ ,  Sprinsfield, Illinois, 62794-9243 or tM 
Curator of Rare Ekmks and Special D l l d w  of tha Rlblic Library of 
C h ~ ~ h t i  and Ilaniltm Oarnty, Ohio, 45202-2071. 



A: I was born at Front and Carr Street 8, 1890 h the west 
end of Cincinnati, I w m t  to eighth gmde at 12th District S-1 at 
Cincinnati. S t a r t e d  working on the rim during summer vacations cm 
the P i t W x q h  Coal Omrrp2ury, the Carbine lamYhgs. A t  Mill Creek 
r a n d i n g a n d I u d l a w L m d i n g ~ p l r m p ~ t s .  hrmpbcakareboa~, 
nonpropelledboatsthatpmrpartthebarge8. m d t h e y w e r e ~ e ~ ~  
barges at that tb. They'd drop them d m  f m  1- to 1mqt.h auld 
then pap a t  the bargas + h t  have made same water memight or during 
the day after a rain and so forth. The landing boss at Mill creek 
mm B i l l  Spencer and later Al mitz on m a w  landirag and ~ o e  Wtck 

Q: Let's hold a minute. ( tap  stopyJed) 





Arthur Schletker 3 

ye- I have b e a  pilot on the A W m  during the extra trips betmen 
Pi t t shqh ,  C a h ,  Charleston, West Virginia. And genenrlly on the 
return trip--while the boat stayed at the different tam I always ~~. AndImdeseveralotheretrips. Andthmla.styearI 
made, year before last, I made a trip on the Claude Tully. 

Q: Was that a tow? 

A: I&r boat, yes. on the tar boat, the Claude Wly.  tcrwing kmsme 
to Falling View, West virginia ard Pittsbwgh, several t h  until the 
pilots got organized up in that area. T h a  of cawe I rehuned and 
made wwrzd trips on the Lucy -- Jane fuss to Cairo,  Illinois* 

8: Is that a &amheel boat? 

A: ayes .  Iwas in the fonner Lighthouse Service. That's- 
stark3.  I r e l i w e d  Chief Engineer Bill Handlay who was the 
Dr. Handley who was a coroner of Hamilton County for many years andlhe 



Q: Well, he must h a .  hen an the river a 1- tiXtY3? 

A: Oh he was. H i s  dad, Dr. Dm Harrdley, older IXn, he learned to be 
an engineer while he sk;ldied for a dbctar durirq his off times as 
engineer of W big sidewhrwl pacloat boats in the trads. And B i l l  
IEandley himself is quite a d a m e ,  the old gerrtlm. Atd I 
-him an the fir=t day of-I went on the Goldem& the first 
day of D6c&ber 1922. Stayed m there about a year and a half until 
the Greenbrier - out. Ard I ws dief engineer of the -rim 
f o r f a u r t a e n ~ ~ I w a s ~ 0 f h e r f O r e i g h t y e a r s .  fnel 
~timbithwwhentheCoast(-xlari lc~meheretheworkwasdivided~ 
And while I was in uniform I made marry dmqes. Wols assignad to flood 
areas, flood and d i e  arraas a l q  the Ohio River, 1- parts of 
theChioRiverandGresnRivar~andalaargtheOLnnberland. 

Q: Well, could yau describe tha3e -, captain? 

A: mrdcm me. 

A: I n t h e c h o u r g e s , y o u ~ ,  1wassenthare l ike inc ;hargeo fa~  
mrkirrgoutof a m i n s p o t .  Ncrwwewaldwrkoneyearcnrtof 
Cannelton, I n 3 i a m ~ w e h a d b o a t a c a e f r a n t h e l a h s .  -we 
dbpatcbd them with food ard suppliw to these popla in the Green 
River area, the GreenRiverbotbw area. And generally, theydidnlt 
want to leave, .the natives -It want to l m .  AS long as they caol 
get -, l ~ ~ m e  staples, -'re all right. 

Q: 'Ihsy'll g, back to their haws. 

A: , . Yes. They go back to the hcrulses. T%ymnrt mwe cmt 
of theaa. It's just like me. Born ard raise arer khere. Our house is 
i n t h e f l o o d n e a r l y ~ y e a r u p u r r t i l t h a W I w a s e i # ~ ~  
oldjulstamsstheriverhere. Andpartofthethingmhadt0pm-p 
out~ce l larswerthare .  & x I i t j u s t k e p t u s a L l ~ .  Andof 
c m r s e h y e a r s I w a s i n t h . 8 d i f f ~ ~ .  Ihadchargeofanaid 
to mvigatian bus- on the Ohio River and I nrade met  of the 
ctzangea fmn oil lights to either battexy clperated or m i a l  
electric oiperated liw on the entima W o  River ard its tributaries. 

Q: I h g h  the oil lights had to have tenderrs. 

A: The oil  1igheS had b have -, yes. lhety paid thirn a rate of 
about f- dollam a mearth, yau know. And of crrurae the ccmmzial 
e l e c t r i c l ~ t r s m m u c h b e t t e r a n d a ~ l e l o t c h e a p e r a r d s o ~  
~ t o t h a t ~ ~ g o t e l e c r t r i c i t y n m d c r w n t o ~ i n  
that 1- of time I had te a different t im w i t h  sane of the 
lar~lightsrP,. And these 1 s" ghts are p r t  on, these mvigatian lights 
are cm high hills, y c ~ z  knm. L i b  Cave-h-IQ&, 11lhj.s and 
pla- like that. &xi saane of these lights, yau know, we had quite a 
bit  of m l e  w i t h .  A man d m  in Haunted Hollw belcw Lmimille, I 



s e n r t a m ~ z p t o f i x - h s w s i ~ m ~ r o a d w i t h a g u n ~  
his bee. I said, IWhat1s this for, Mt. Miller?I1 I said, Wm bcys 
have to go up and take care of the light.'' Yau see, that sign. I 
said, "In other words yau don't want me to go up an that hill?I1 
said, Wow go ahead boys, as far as that's cmxmd Ill1 take 
this.l1 I said, We hEwe to take care of W light. % 
there. Tkae light is a gclvanmrerrt pmjacrt.'l I said, "1t1s up there 

wagre pay* Mr. Hi l l e r  a certain amwnaxt.sl I said, %n3 if Mr. 
Miller gets electricity w e l l 1  pt the electric light in. It And hiFa 
beingadirectoz:oftheREAinCbxydan, B 3 h . r ~ ~  of caulsehecmldgo 
alittlefurtherthantherestof m. Hehadpolesmm&qaut 
there to that light. And s h  that the hewas a l l  right. Then 
again lscnne of the later lmts before I got out of the sewice, I 
always &anpd lights. Lights were changed according to the w i l l  of 
the migatas and the pi lab  muld say, tThem would be a good place 
to light, to help us out of a cerbh place, i f  we cmld just get dawn 
tothem,weCQUldseethislight, an3wecou ld jus tcc laaswi thaur~  
boa- out of different locks or a l q  & shores.I1 One of was on 
a high bluff called Hemy Clay Hill. J'ust balm Cave-in-latk, 
Illinois. Arrd Wle I was pkting it up Mr. Starkey, the raan 
who c m d  the p r a g ~ & ~ ,  wfien I put it up there there was no sign of 
any hcmse~ .  I always askad permission. he just raised the 
dickms about it. Atld he had ne cited for thEltmsinthe 
boak, ycxl knew. So arryhcrw I finally gut 3got:thatcrlteJe 
withandhecconebackthesecm3timeforvandalism. Omofthebays 
paintedhis~tialmthethingyou3cnow. A n d I S 2 4 y s t o h b 4 l e  
called me up thee-I said, llYou see that initial, Mr. Starkey? That 
was just a kid. He wasn't a man. He v m  just a kid. Yau knm a 
bur& of boys like we have -king here that enlist. Arrd the kid just 
toak that paint: brush arrd painted his initial which is not absewe8, 
d o n l t m r w b o d y .  W1tyc~zoqhttobeticMedlmdeatb.thatthing 
is them because this kid was me of the first man killed in the 
battle of the landing of Salem Beachf1 I mid, "You ought to be 
tickled. And before I left that place I had hirn cry-. And he was 
then just that lrmch better you kmxJ. Qh and in differant plaaes and 
alongtheOhioRiverif Imildonlythinkof thediffererrtthhgs 
#at ham h a m  in a m q  lamplighters and in fifteen hmdmd miles 
of river you'd have smzthmg to do because so rra;lch of it it don% - lh fifteen dollars a month for a light is a whole lot abcrlrt: 
belienre me itta coffee and sugar for l o b  of than. And y m  see if 
I3-q don't use it for ncrthing else. 






























































