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Preface

This oral history of Anthony Scariano’s service in the Illinois House of Representatives is
a product of the Illinois Legislative Research Unit’s General Assembly Oral History
Program. The oral history technigue adds a distinctive new dimension to the unit’s statu-
tory responsibility for performing research and collecting information concerning the govern-
ment of the state.

Anthony Scariano was born in Chicago, Illinois on January 12, 1918. Growing up in an Italian
neighborhood, he attended public schools and held various jobs as a young boy. His first
political interests were stirred by Franklin Roosevelt in the 1932 Presidential
campaign. After briefly attending Illinois College and the University of Illinois, he com-
pleted college at George Washington University while also serving on the staff of U. 8. Sena-
tor Scott Lucas. Mr. Scariano remained in Washington to complete law scheol at
Georgetown University. During World War II he was an officer in the U. 8. Army Office
of Strategic Services, stationed in Italy. In 1943 he married Leah Vaira and subsequently
they raised two sons.

Mr. Scariano returned to the Chicago area where, in 1949, he joined the Illinois Bar Associa-
tion and began a five year appointment as Assistant U. S. Attorney. He and his| family
were among the original and adventuresome residents in the planned community of Park
Forest. In 1956 he was elected to the Illinois House of Representatives. Quickly gaining
a reputation as an independent and progressive Democratic legislator, Mr. Scariano took spe-
cial interest in legislative and judicial reform. Criminal justice and public education were
other subjects that captured his attention. His record and reputation earned him many hon-
ors as well as the third highest vote total in the 1964 at-large Illinois House election. He
left the General Assembly in 1973, and thereafter served as Governor Dan Walker’s
appointee to the chairmanship of the Illinois Racing Board. He continued private law prac-
tice in Chicago Heights and subsequently was elected to the appellate bench in Illinois.

Readers of this oral history should bear in mind that it is a transcript of the spoken
word. Its informal, conversational style represents a deliberate attempt to encourage candor
and to tap the narrator’s memory. However, persons interested in listening to the tapes
should understand that editorial considerations produced a text that differs somewhat from
the original recordings. Both the recordings and this transcript should be regarded as a
primary historical source, as no effort was made to correct or challenge the narrator.

Neither the Illinois Legislative Research Unit nor Sangamon State University is responsible
for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for views expressed therein; these are for the
reader to judge. |




The tape recorded interviews were conducted by Horace Waggoner and G. Cullom Davis be-
tween December 1980 and January 1984, Mr. Waggoner was born in 1924 in Waggoner, a
small farm-service community in central Illinois. At age 18, he enlisted for military service in
World War II and, as a U.S. Air Force commissioned officer, continued to serve until 1973.
Upon leaving service, he resumed his formal education, achieving a masters degree in history
at Sangamon State University in 1975. He was associated with the Sangamon State Univer-
sity Oral History Office from 1976 until his death in 1987. Mr. Davis grew up in central
Illinois where he returned for a PhD in history at the University of Illinois after his undergrad-
uate education at Princeton University. A specialist in American Studies and modern United
States history, he taught at Indiana University before coming to Sangamon State University
where he is professor of history and director of the Oral History Office. He is active in the
oral history profession, various historical organizations, civic activities and Democratic
politics. He is married and the father of three children.

A portion of this memoir recounting the Scariano family’s experiences in Park Forest comes
from an oral history created by Judy Mathias in 1980 for the Park Forest Oral History
Project. The generosity of the project leaders and the Park Forest Public Library in permit-
ting use of this material is hereby acknowledged.

Julie Allen transcribed the tapes and, after the transcriptions were edited by Mr. Waggoner
and reviewed by Mr. Scariano, prepared the typescript. Florence Hardin compiled the
index. The Chicago Daily News, the Chicago Sun-Times, the Chicago Tribune and the Illi-
nois State Journal provided valuable assistance in the pre-interview research.

This oral history may be read, quoted and cited freely. It may not be reproduced in whole
or in part by any means, electronic or mechanieal, without written permission from the Illi-
nois Legislative Research Unit, Suite A, 222 8. College, Springfield, Illinois, 62704.

vi

e



Table of Contents

Note on page location:
Volume I 2 - pages 1-116
Volume II 2 - pages 117-225

PrELBCE vevrvreeeeeseeesersisssssnssssrsreessessssenamsrassrssansassessssostessassbanasssssaresnsersssstassssessmersverabssatsasanssnnanstsssssssasoses

The YEArs BefOre.........iiiiiirirreiiseesirsnsssessesssestssssantsstsssssressssssssnesis thisssssss s sssasssassssssssssassnsasenans
Family background - Italian culture and neighborhood - Schooling in Chicago -
Early college years - George Washington University - Work for Senator Scott

Lucas - Military service in World War II - Georgetown Law School - Assistant
U.S. Attorney Law practice - Move to Park Forest - Political activity

The General Assembly YEarS........coricmerrereriisstinnimmesesmissssstsssssssmsmsessssssssssssssssssssssasssassssesss
1956 Primary and election - Wife and family - Early views on General Assem-
bly - Illinois Crime Investigating Commission - Legislative reform - Kerner ad-

ministration - Judicial reform - Criminal justice issues - Education issues -
State universities

Tlustrations following pages 58 and 170




Volume I

Anthony Scariano
SESSION 1, TAPE ], SIDE 1

Q: This is the whole life of course. So we’ll start with when were you born sir?
A: I was born January 12, 1918.

Q: And where were you born sir?

A: In Chicago.

Q: Where in Chicago?

A: Where the Mother Cabrini Homes now stand. It was the Ten Hundred block on Sedgwick
Street in Chicago in an Italian neighborhood.

Q: What was your father’s name sir?

A: His name was Anthony also.

Q: Isee. And what was his occupation?

A: Well he was an unskilled laborer, and he did a variety of things. He cut meat. He was

a butcher. I guess people coming from his part of Italy all knew how to slaughter and dress

animals. I wouldn’t call them skilled at it. He worked as a butcher for a while. He

worked in a candy factory as a laborer. Ultimately when he died he was a sleeve-presser. 1

wouldn’t call him a tailor. That might be a little bit too exalted a title. But he worked

on mass production for Alfred Decker and Cohn which is now absorbed into Hart Schaffner

and Marx. And he was a sleeve-presser. Hang on just a minute. '
(taping stopped for conversation with secretary, then resumed)

Q: So was he born in Italy?

A: In Ttaly, yes. He was born in Sicily. A little town by the name of Villafranca Sicula
in the province of Agrigento. And that’s in Sicily, in the southern portion of Sicily.

Q: 1 see.
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A: He came over as a young man in his teens. He was about seventeen when he came over.
He came over with his father and a brother and a sister.

Q: And they came direetly to Chicago did they?

A: No. As a matter of fact they went to southern Illinois first. There were people from
his hometown who had immigrated from Italy into Johnston City, the Johnston City area. I
guess that’s in Williamson County if I'm not mistaken. And they went there. And he
worked there for a while. And as a matter of fact also went to St. Louis and worked in
St. Louis for a while. Ultimately came up to Chicago. I guess during the period when he
came jobs weren’t that plentiful. And he had to go wherever labor could be found and ulti-
mately came to Chicago. Chicago is a much better labor market, certainly than southern
Illinois, and probably better than St. Louis at the time.

Q: And this would have been around the turn of the century then when they came . . .

A: Yes | would say . . . right after the turn of the century because he got married — Dad
got married in 1914 when he was twenty-eight. So when he came here he was seventeen,
that would bring it about 1899. TI'd say it's right at the turn of the century, right.

Q: Did you know your grandfather?

A; No. My father’s father died before I was horn. As a matter of fact he died just about
the time my older brother was born. I did get to know and live with my maternal
grandparents. My paternal grandmother had died before the remainder of the family came
here to the United States.

Q: Did you know your father’s brother that came over?

A: Yes I did know him. He worked like my father. He was an unskilled laborer. He was
a little bit older, just a few years older., The sister was the eldest of the three. And she
was married but she went back with her husband. They couldn’t adjust to life in the United
States. So they went back.

Q: To Sicily.
A: As a matter of fact — yes — I visited her during World War II. She was still there.
Q: Oh.

A: And lived to the ripe old age of ninety-four, And died, I don’t know, some fifteen years
ago, somewhere around in there, fifteen or twenty years ago.

@ What do you remember most about your father when you were quite young?

A: I was ten when he died. I remember that he spoke hroken English. He was very fond
of books and reading. He always read the newspapers. He went to night school to learn
the language. He went to adult education classes, became a citizen as soon as he was
eligible. He was fiercely independent and a democrat with a small D. I never got to know
what politics he really subscribed to. He was typically Italian and typically Sicilian in the
sense that they had been oppressed so long and could not trust government that he was
afraid to disclose his political preference, because in Italy it was a little bit dangerous to
be affiliated with a particular party or ruling class, because you never knew when they were
going to be ousted and what would happen to you. And it was not a democratic
society. That was one of the reasons that impelled the family to come over. So they were
distrustful of government because government was often on the side of the Mafia in Italy.
The mafia existed only because the government permitted it to. And very often the two




worked hand in glove in keeping poor people under control. So he could never shed himself
of that suspicion. And therefore I think that he was a little bit fearful of disclosing what
political candidates or which- political party he preferred. So I never — of course he died
when I was ten and that wasn’t time enough to learn.

I ean remember this: the year he died was 1928, and I wanted to hang an Al Smith pictyre
in my window. I got it from one of the political campaign headquarters in the neighborhopd.
And somehow even though I was ten I became attached to Al Smith for some reason I cap’t
remember now. And I wanted to put the poster up but he told me that I couldn’t do it
because he just didn’t want to express any political preference. He said, “It’s nobody’s
business.” And of course he knew that in the United States it was nobody’s busindss.
Nobody could extract it from you anyway. i

Q: Do you recall hdving talked with him about why he came to the United States?.

A: No. It never occurred to me at the age of ten or before to ask why he came over, but
I subsequently learned and especially from visiting the town. I've been there four times
now. I’'m very fond of Italy and Sicily, not only because of the natural beauty of the country,
and it’s a good place to spend a vacation, but also because I really feel that I have roots
there and I've gone there to study records in the municipal building and in the church and

_in the cemetery. And I've gotten a lot of oral history myself from people. I've never
recorded it. But I can remember very well what people have told me about the family, as
much as they remember of it. And we still have some peripheral, some collateral relatives,
living in both my -mother’s town and my father’s town because they came from different
towns in Sicily.

I subsequently learned by visiting that it’s a godforsaken place in the sense that poverty
and misery are rampant there. There’s no labor. You might be needed in the fields at
harvest time or maybe as a day laborer, but there’s nothing else to do there. There’s no
industry. And people aren’t wealthy enough to own land, even a small piece of it. So you
have to work for some large landowner. And there used to be quite a few of them in the
old days. Now territorial holdings are a little bit smaller because of some land reform
measures. But the system really hasn’t changed that much. Apparently the small la”nd-
owner can’t hold on to it very long, and ultimately the big landowner swallows it up. [So
I know from visiting there that there wasn’'t any labor. And there wasn't anythingi to
attract a young person. f‘

He did come over with his father. His father wasa shoe repairman, a shoemaker. I dqn’t
know how skilled he was. I don’t think business was that good either. I guess everybédy
could do his own in those days and you didn’t necessarily have to go to the cobbler. But
anyway I think it was the lack of work and the fear of starvation that drove them over
here.

Sometimes I wonder how they got enough money to come over because it cost something,
however little it might be. Even steerage costs something. But they managed to get together
a few dollars and get over here. They came with practically nothing.

Q: How far back had you traced in your family history there?

A: Not too far in my father’s hometown. I’ve never tried to do it as assiduously as I did
my mother’s. In my mother’s town I could go back to the very first church register and
go back to the 1620’s, to the foundation day of the church, which happens coincidentally to
be the year that the pilgrims landed at Plymouth Rock. (chuckles) I visited the church
a couple of years ago, and the priest was kind enough to go back into the church registers
and he pulled out this bound leather volume, and the pages were of pure linen, pure linen.
They were somewhat crumbling at the time. And he said, “Just for the heck of it,” he says,
“let’s go back to the first book, first register, first page, which is the year of the founding




of the church, 1620.” At that time I think the Spanish Bourbons held Sicily. And right
on the first page my mother’s family is mentioned in connection with a birth or a baptism
or a confirmation, I ean’t remember which. But next time I go I'm going to ascertain it
very definitely. So there, 1620.

Unfortunately in Italy, graves aren’t preserved very long. Land is at such a premium that
cemeteries have to turn graves over, And after a very short period of time they disinter
one and inter another one. So that isn’t a good source to get history. But you have to go
into the municipal or the church records to get some kind of a foundation. I haven’t done
that very thoroughly in my father’s town. But I plan to go back and do it a little bit more
energetically and diligently when I go the next time.

Q: What is your mother’s name?

A: My mother’s maiden name was Imburgia. That’s my maternal grandfather’s name of
course. My maternal great-grandmother’s name was Romano. And there are a good many
relatives in both families still living in this town where my mother was born, which is
Altavilla Milicia in the province of Palermo in Sicily. There are twice as many people from
that town, at least twice as many from that town here in the Chicago area as live in that
town now in Sicily.

Q: Oh is that right?

A: In Sicily, yes.

Q: T'll be doggoned.

A: That's true of a good many towns incidentally.
Q: Was your mother also born over there?

A: She was. She was born in that town and she came over originally when she was three
years old with her whole family which consisted just of her and two younger brothers and
the parents. They all came over. But my grandmother for some reason had to go back
and left my grandfather here. And Grandmother took the kids back. But my mother came
back when she was eleven. I think that they went over when my mother was nine, that
is they returned to Italy. She was three when she came over. So she lived here about six
years, went back when she was nine to Italy. And then returned to the United States when
she was eleven. And then she stayed here. And as a matter of fact she didn’t go back
again until I insisted that she visit her hometown, and we did that in 1973 which was two
years before she died. She died in 1975, And I'm very thankful that she got a chance to
visit because she really had a delightful time. And she could remember a good many things
about growing up in that town.

Q: Did her family come directly to Chicago?

A: Yes they did. There were people from that town already over here. No relatives I don't
think although I'm not sure about that. There may have been. Well, in a town that small
almost everybody is related somehow. So it’s entirely possible that there were a few
relatives. But certainly a good many people from that town had preceded them.

They were unskilled laborers. And that’s what my grandfather did. He worked in the
streets, in paving streets, repairing them, and ultimately he wound up working for the
Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul as a section laborer. And in between those jobs of working
on streets and on the railroad, he also was a fruit and vegetable peddler. They knew fruit
very well because fruit is plentiful in Sicily. And they knew something about growing it
and harvesting it. And he got into the business with a horse and wagon and went to more
































































































































































































































































































































































