Preface

This manuscript is the product of a tape recorded interview conducted
by John Knoepfle on April 16, 1957. Margaret Reeder transcribed the
tape and Dr. Knoepfle edited ard reviewed the transcript. This and
other interviews in a series on steamboats and inland rivers were

under the auspices of the Public Library of Cincinnati and
Himilt?;x County, Chio and Sangamon State University, Springfield,
Illinois.

Barnard Savage was born in a town on the Muskingum River. In this
memoir Mr. Savage discusses his experiences on the river, various
showboaters, taking a boat to Brazil, and serving with Teddy Roosevelt
in the Spanish-American War.

John Knoepfle was born in Cincimnati in 1923. He obtained his Ph.D.
in literature from Saint Louis University in 1967. Dr. Knoepfle is
presently a professor of English at Sangamon State University. He was
named Illinois Author of the Year in October, 1986. John ard his wife
Peg have one daughter and three sons.

ing 1953~1955 while working as producer-director of an educational
television station, WCET-IV, Cincinnati, Dr. Knoepfle proposed a
project on steamboats and inland rivers. These river memoirs are a
result of the research collected during 1954-1960.

Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that it is a
transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, narrator and
editor sought to preserve the informal, corversational style that is
inherent in such historical sources. Sangamon State University and
the Public Library of Cincimmati and Hamilton County, Ohio are not
responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for views
expressed therein; these are for the reader to judge.

The marmscript may be read, quoted and cited freely. It may not be
reproduced in whole or in part by any means, electronic or mechanical,
without permission in writing from either the Oral History Office,
Sangamon State University, Springfield, Illinois, 62794-9243 or the
Curator of Rare Books and Special Collections of the Public Library of
Cincimnati and Hamilton Coumty, Ohio, 45202-2071.
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Bernard Savage, April 16, 1957, Columbus, Chio.
John Knoepfle, Interviewer.

Q: We are at the hame of Captain Bernard Savage in Columbus, Ohio.
The captain has had a lot experience on the river. He was born in a
town on the Muskingum. Is that right?

A: That's right.
Q: Now, we don't care how lang . . .
A: No, T don't care.

Q: Well, could you just try to glve us some of your earliest
recollections on the river? Wwhen did you come on the river?

A: Oh, my earliest recollections would be when I was betweesn eight
arﬂm.neyearsold. IshlppedmrtofPlttsburghmtheJoeB.
Williams, it was the biggest towboat on the river at that time. They
had a big tow designed for New Orleans and I shipped up to cabin bow.
Got two dollars and a half a week.

And went down to New Orleans and delivered the tow. The river was low
and by the time we delivered the tow, the river was sgo low we couldn't
get back. We emptied right away, so we had to lay there maybe, oh,

scmetmaswewouldlaythereasmxhastwoweeksmtilwegotaload,
we never come back with empties. But on that first trip that was a

great trip for a small boy, you know and it equalled a trip around the
mrldforallthefammachinesarﬂtha t junk. When we landed at New
Orleans,therewasasclmwrti up right below a sailing ship, and

there was river pirates. I'dgo there (and my uncle was engineer
on the steamboat and he got in the marine hospital for samething) and
I would go over there and help them out with them river pirates you

know. They'd have fun with me. They would serxl me over on the
steamboat after a couple of buckets of steam and left-handed monkey
wrench and that kind of stuff Just having fun with me. So eventually
they si me on as A. B. Seaman, gave me a certificate and
. Boy, I wish I had that now. I wouldn't take nothing for

it. One day, the mate says, “Ywmgoirgmhavetohelpswabthe
decks." "No, no," I said, "I'm a A. B. Seaman. I'm not swabbing no
decks," I follow the big shots you know. "Oh," he said, "try you for

mitiny." "Go ahead." Well, theyorganizedamnnemt,ymm
ardtriedmarxicomnctadmeandsentencedxretowalktheplarﬂc And
they even had the plank out over the river. So I sat down on the deck
to take off my shoes and the mate says, "You needn't take them off.
You're going to Davey Jones' locker." '“gell," I said, “you're crazy.
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I ain't going no--I can swim as good as you can or better." And about
that time, the captain's wife came out of the cabin and got me by the
ear and led me and said, "You guys let that boy alone. You'll scare
him." I said, "You can't scare me. I can swim." And my uncle come
back from the hogpital, the rest of the crew told him, "That boy's
over hobnckbing with them pirates." He jumwped on me. I said, "What's
a pirate?”" I didn't know what a pirate was. "Well," he says,
"they're robbing thieves." I said, "I had a dollar and a half and
they didn't take that." And, well ha said, "They would have took it
if they thought you had that much, they'd probably tock it away." "No
sir," I said, "I shipped up on that hoat, A. B. Seaman. I'm going to
quit this steamboat." "You aren't going to do nothing of the kind."
The Coast Guard caught up with them about two or three years after
that ard they sunk the ship and killed one or two of them. They sent
the rest of them to the pen. There were a lot of river pirates, there
are yet on them river towns. A lot of them on there.

Q: About what year was that?

A: Along about 1893 in there, three or four, I can't remember too
good anymore. Never could remember dates much. That's about the
time: 1893 or 1894.

Q: Well,didymstaymthatéteamboatmenywcamebackupfm
New Orleans?

A: Yes. I stayed on there for more than two years.
Q: As a cabin boy, I guess?

A: Cabin boy. Arxitl‘masIgot—Iwasaprett{goodsizedboyfm'
my age and I got biggger. I felt like I could £ on them, you know,
and I a fireman's job on them and graduated to fireman and mate.

Iock rider and lock trimmer and then mate and then first and second

mate and then pilot and chief engineer, cub pilot. You had to cub for
two or three years before you got a license.

Q: Who did you cub urder?

A: Ch, I don't know now. I can't remember their names., Captain
(pause) ch, I couldn't tell you now. I can't remember names. But I
done most of-—gtriker under my uncle. He was chief engineer.

Q: What was his name, captain?

A: Neme was Fisher., I was blowed up on one of them big towboats, on

the Hoxie. Blowed up in Ravenswood, maybe you know or had same record
of that. Since she was blowed up.

Q: No, I didn't know about that.
A: Yes, we was coming up with empties and she blew up there and we

was coming close to shore and blew the whole cabin off of her, right
over the boiler, landed out on the river bank and the river . . .
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Q: What tow was that?
A: Oh, that wuld be . . .
Q: Did you say the boat was named the H. M. Hoxie?

A: Hoxie, yes. It blew up at Ravenswood going upstream with empties.
They claimed we was carrying low water and high steam, but we wasn't.
We did carry a boat that maybe allowed two hundred pourds, sometimes
coming upstream, we'd carry two hundred and twenty-five. The river
would be fairly swift, you know. ©Oh, them riffles, we'd have to
double, tie up half the fleet, and double up, you know? Same place in
the Chio River got riffles almost like a creek you know. Aand the
river would be swifter in places. We'd have to tie up part of them
arnd take the others over. And came back and get them.

Q: Well, you worked on the workhorses up on the Allegheny River,
didn't you?

A: Oh yes, I worked on them towboats on the Allesheny River.
Q: What were some of those boats?
A: I blew up on the Hawk. The Hawk and the Oneida. I was on the

Hawk when she blew up. Dick Fowler.
Q: Were you on the Fowler?
A: I was on the Dick Fowler,
Q: Wwhat did you do on the Fowler?

A: I think I was a smoke officer, and fireman on her. The H. K.
Bedford, that was a towboat and Captain Webster bought her and
converted her into a packet. Island Queen, I made tow trips on the
Island Queen. Pittsburgh to New Orleans, Pittsburgh to Cincinnati,
With the Cassel. I was on her when I was a kid, you know, and the old
engineer on her had big long red whiskers.

Q: He did, did he?

A: I was on there one time and one day, I thought I was pretty big,
you know. I said, "About how many horsepower is them engine," I'd
heard somebody talking about horsepower, you know. "Well", he says
"son". He talked slow. He says, "Son just depends on the size of the
horses." (laughter) The way he said it, I never liked that old quy,
and never would do a thing for him afterwards. (laughter) His name
was Bunch, Bill Bunch. His whiskers came clear down here and that
scared me. I never would. (pause)

Q: On the lizzie Cassel?

A: I never would run errands for him. Soncma, I built a model of her
and I worked on her. The Valley Gem. They was packet boats.
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Greermood ard Bessie Siler. Annie laurie, that's the one we sold to a
coffee tycoon from Brazil. And the Queen City and the Island Queen,
they was both about alike. Wegntmamcewithﬂmv%si%.i
(pause) Damm, what boat was that? Island Queen from ;
Pittsburgh. Arx all the passengers was betting on the race, and we
landed and tock on some hogs, fat hogs, ard it was hot weather and
three or four of them died and I was fireman on her. Three or four of
them died, heat, you know killed them. And we heaved them in the
furnace, in the middle doors you know. We beat them into Pittsburgh
abaut ten minutes and the Captain come down, I had two skiff oars and
two bricks on the safety valve. (laughter) They was allowed a
hundred, arourxi a hundred ninety pourds I don't know how mach they
had. I couldn't tell because the stesm gauge was clear around. The
passengers was betting on the race, see. And the steam gauge was
clear around against the pin. They traded me off right then.
(laughter) X got fired. Old Daddy Price fired me one time on a
showboat, We was up the Kentucky River and I was engineer on the
steamboat and he was shy of musicians, and he was going to make a
misician ocut of me. I couldn't carry a tune in a basket. I've not a
bit more music in me than a rakbit but he said I could play a bass
drum. We would go out and put on a little parade in them little
towns, you know. Said, "Now when they're stading still, why go by the
drums see." And he'd shake his head for a little faster or a little
slower. He knew I could—T kept him shaking his head all the time and
one day Old Daddy said, "We'll get that bass drum arnd we'll go out on
a nice long beach and march up and down the river banks and practice."
There was old actors and actorines sitting up on the hill by the
showboat, you know, and I got the drum and got ocut on the front end of
the showboat. I whammed the drumstick through one head and flipped
her over and rammed through the other head and throwed drum, drumstick
and all into the river. (laughter) 01d Daddy paid me off. He had to
pay my fare hame, from clear up in High Bridge on the Kentucky River,
up to Marietta. That burned him up.

P: (John fle's wife, How did he started in
( thg,goep e's Peqg) get

A: Oh, he started with a shantyboat, His wife was a crack shot with
a rifle, and he had a nigger that could play a banjo. And he would
get them down in them river towns, you know, he'd get them down to a
river landing, just take their picture, tintype pictures. And that's
they way he started. He made a fortune., (tape stopped) If he had a
good season he would buy two or three of the other ones cut. aAnd if
he had a bad season he'd sell them, And borrow it back the next

spring. He was a crazy old gquy.

But he couldn't—he'd take right down the middle of the river and not
a sandbar or nothing, he was right down the middle of the river.

He thought he was great pilot. He wasn't half as good a pilot as Mrs.
Price. Raymond Horner. She was coming down one night with a tow of
coal and the fall line on the cable was hanging down between the
carriers; and a guy was rumning electric on the cable way, he set the
brake all right. He kept a loose clip on the end of the line so if
they did get in the towboat, or any boat, you'd take the line off the
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drum, see, and not hurt it and we had to keep that cable way ninety
feet above low water. The engineers would read it every 30 days. If
it was low we'd pull it. But sometimes the carriers wouldn't space
right and the fall line would hang down between the carrriers and the
Raymond Horner coming down there with a tow and they couldn't see it
was only a half inch line. They couldn't see it and caught her
smokestack. She had boiler line smokestacks. Tore them smokestacks
off of her. Tore the pilothouse off of her, drowned the pilot and I
think drowned the cub pilot too. And then they had—Consolidated Coal
and Coke Campany I think owned her then. And they sued the Becker
Contract Campany and broke them up and the govermment had to take the
job over and finish it. Tom Dodsworth, I was on her. She was a
towboat. Lock #19, towing down there, the river was high and hit a
light standard on the river wall, sunk her down with seven or eight
passengers.

Q: That was the Kanawha?

A: That was the Kanawha. I went down in a diving suit and got them
out of the cabin. Drowned them in the cabin.

Q: Where is these towboats? (tape stopped)

A: Well, I run on the J. B. Finley and Sam Brown, the Alice Brown,
Tom Brown, they was owned by the Consolidated Coal and Coke
and when they sold them mines to the Steel Trust, along about 1912, if
I'm right. And that way, then they laid most of them big towboats up.
They sold them to the Steel Trust and they would haul coal from
Permsylvania over to the lakes and haul the ore back. See they made
it both ways and they laid most of them big towboats up. Consolidated
Coal ard Coke Campany tock over and they never made any money. And
they sold cut to the Steel Trust.

Q: How about telling us something about that Virginia?

A: Well, when she was built, she was the last word in luxurious
travel. Then that was the days after the gamblers and big shots on
them, but they had same of the best people in the country traveled on
1:hat%ca inia, up and down the river. President McKinley and his wife
was on . All inside of her cabin was finished in germuine
mahogany. Crystal chandeliers, everything nice.

Q: What were you on the Virginia?
A: Wwhat time was I on it?
Q: Yes,

A: Well, let's see, can't remember dates too good. I was on her
different times. Sometimes I was on her probably two years once.

Q: Were you a fireman or an engineer aboard her?

A: I was an engineer once. Pilot on her.
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Q: Were you up there when she got spreadeagled on that?

A: No, no, we'd got off of them before that. We was working on locks
and dams. I worked on them locks and dams two or three years before
that 1913 flood. We lived there at Little Hocking during the 1913
flood. A it was right across from Little Hocking where'd she cross
on the West Virgina side where she got stuck and broke in two. We
lived in a little cottage upon a little kmoll, in an orchard. And the
watargutgg We could stand on the window and door and step in the
water but didn't get in the house. Everything went down that river,
boy, everything went down that river, and I was master mechanic on
thatjobmﬂlhadtmdmmkboatsandasa:ﬂdi , and a
steamboat, and a dredge boat, andsucore:.ghtbaxges and I fleetad
thanallupmtheWestVuginia side, I had twenty-eight wire lines
out to big sycamore trees. And I kept two of them derrick boats at
the head of the fleet, see, loaded with junk. Old shivs and scrap
iron amd stuff. Keptenglmersontrmboatsmghtazﬂday Ard a
house would came down you know. They've have a bucket up you know and
they'd drop that bucket through that house ard see skillets and pans
and everything flying. (chuckles) Yes, everything went down. I rode
out to a house ard was all flooded up to the upstairs windows. Houses
on Maple Averme in Marietta, the white pine buildings of the
fairgrounds, they'd float high. And they'd lodge against them
bridges. And took all the bridges but the railroad bridge off
ManerttaaxﬂlodgedthemagamstthemtnamstreetBndge. Fa
blnldingthrwacu:rentalldownmpleAvetme,tookaveryhouseoff
on that street. Even took brick sidewalks cut. And chimey
foundations. Them houses all float with the upstairs out. I rode out
to a house and we went into an upstairs window and picked up
dollars and two gold watches. Had an upstairs mantle
with a clock sitting on the mantle. We went out, one baby laying an
the bed kicking up his heels. We took that one off. And ancther had
a gasoline boat with one of them going right for them big trees on the
head of that island above Parkersburg. There was a man and five kids
on the roof of it. And the kids all had the measles. We took them
off. And when that house hit them trees boy, it just disappeared. We
landed two sixty thousand gallon tanks of gasoline. ILanded one richt
below ocur house, got a line on it, checked it in and broke our line.
Gcl:almemitagaananicheckeditm. Landed right by a farmer's
barn. And everybody had any--wasn't much gasoline used then. That
was real gasoline too. Evarybodyhadarytldngthatbuntgas,theyd
omnarxigetallthegasandwhenthenverwentdown,theym
of Sistersville, two tanks and we tied up one lodged on them trees at
the head of Blennerhassett Island and put a rope on it and tied it up
to a tree. Got two hundred and fifty dollars for that one. Got two
hundred in salvage , two hundred and fifty dollars for the cother one.
I landed a building that come out of Marietta. A lumber yard all
pigecnholes stuck up with chair, rungs, and newel posts and railings.
Molding, there was a million feet of molding. Everybody that was
mildingahmmeinfortymlescanearﬂgotallﬂaeyvrantedofthat.
They never come after it. Rest of it hnrned up for kindling. ILanded
arnn'xdredfiftybamltamcofparaffinrlghtbymykitdmndoor Put
a wire around an apple tree and checked it in right by my kitchen
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door. Landed a Standard O0il Company warehouse., Boy, did it have
everything in it. They came and got that though.

Q: Well did you save your own derrick tows and things? Were you able
to save the boats you were trying to hold on the banks?

A: Ch yes, we held them. I had twenty-eight wire lines on big
sycamore trees. Yes, we held them. Course they was out in the middle
of the river when we got out in the bottams you know. But I fleetad
them up inside the landwall below the lock and dam there. Yes, I held
them. They wouldn't allow you out there, with a steamboat when tham
floods you know because if you was on a steamboat, you'd get a
steamboat out in them backwaters and them floods and they'd be up in
pecples houses you know. That house would be setting on the
foundation just--ch, a bow wave of that steamboat would start it
rocking, and they'd shoot at you. They shot me twice above
Parkershurg.

Q: They Qid?

A: Yes. Out there in a towboat. What in the hell was her name?
And the bow wave, you know, started them rocking. They'd float off.
Maybe taking a chance on not floating off the foundation. Yes, they
didn't allow you out. I had a motorboat that I bought off a
superintendent of a foundation campany that was building that lock and
dam. Ard they went broke. And the superintendent bought a ocean
going motorboat up at Schenectady, New York and brought her doewn
there. He got killed there. The City come in there with scome
stuff to put off and they had a flat th A-frames in to hold pump
sections., The Queen City landed along that flat and shoved it in
against the wall and then fell back and ane of them caught him and we
gothiminthaskiffarxibm;ghtwermwdﬂaggedthefreighttrainin
1l!::e'r:_.;}ﬁlaeigtrtorn:l.nemilesabcwe.Park\e.rs}:w.lxg. We flagged the freight

» Pt him in the caboose and he died in the caboose before we
could get him to the hospital. And I bought that motor boat off his
widow. Tt was all built of cypress. He built it with carpenters he
had in wintertime, see. Boy, it was nice ocutfit. Had a French made
engine, wasn't many gasoline engines then. This was a French made
engine, the duty on that engine and the magneto cost twelve hundred
dollars. I bought that off his widow and that thing, it was rigged
for, you could step a sail on it. When they shut down he was going
down and way up arowxl the coast of Florida, see. He got killed
there. Could rig a sail on it and it had tools and stuff I didn't
even know what they was for. And I could of made a barrel of money in
that 19' flood. Traveling men would get left, you know, from working
hmsauaplacaarﬂifymgetthema:ﬂgetthemhmetheywuldgive
you any price you agk, know. put it in the river.
It would pull a bow wave, too. 80 good on it, you
couldn't depend on like you could--you can't depend on no gasoline

ine. Anybody that was raised on steam, that's one I don't

too much of these flying machines. I was raised on steam. We
got gasoline and diesel, and all kind of engines. I don't think too
mich of any gasoline rig.
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