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Q: Now, we don't care haw lag. . . 
A: No, I don't care. 

Q: well, mild ycxl just  try to give US sme of YQUT earliest 
remllectims m the river? When did yau carne m the river? 

A: Oh, my earliest 1c~3collections wald be when I WIS be- eight 
am3 nine years old. I shim a r t  of Pi- on the Joe B. 
w i l l i a m ,  it was the biggest t m b a t  on the river a t  that the. 
m g t c w d e s i g n e d  f c r ~ o r l e a n s  &I ahippedupto - inky.  
Gottwodollarsandahalf a-. 



A: Alorq 1893 in them, three or four, I can% mmibr too 
goad -. N m  &d dates nu&. That's abrnrt the 
time: 1893 ar 1894. 

Q: ZM a cabin buy, I guess? 

Q: Who did yeru cub undsr? 

that. 

A: Yes, w e w z a s ~ u p w i t h ~ i e ~ ~ s h e b l e w u p t h e r e a n d w e  
was casing close to shore and blew the Wle cabin off of her, right 
owr boiler, larded out m the river bank ard ths river . . . 



Q:  id yau say the boat- named the H. M. m e ?  

a: what - scmas of those boats? 
A: I was on the D i c k  Ferwlar. 

Q: What did ycru do on ths ~ c r w i e r ?  

A: I think I was a sma)ce offioer, & fimrm an her. The H. K. 
B e d f o n 3 , t h a t w a s a ~ t a n d ~ ~ ~ t h e r ~ -  
c#mrerted her into a packet. Island m, I nrade tcrw trip on the 
I s l d  m. P i t t d x @  to -cans, Pi- to ciminnati. 
-Camel. I w a s o n h e r w h e n I w a s a k i d , y a u ~ ,  andtheold 
e n g ~ ~ h a d b i g l o n g r e d ~ .  

Q: He did, did he? 



ard m i e  Siler. Annie Laurie, thatls ths one we sold to a 
coffeetycoonfran~ra~ -Queen I 

theywersbcrthdxutalike. W e g u t i n a m  
(pause) Damn,  hat boat was that? Island flmn 
Pitta)xlrgfi. ~ n d e i l l ~ ~ ~ ~ r n g o n ~ r a ~ ,  and- 
l ~ a r d t o n k a n ~ h o g a r ,  fat-, amIitwashotwmat3xtrand 
t h r e e o r f a u r o f t h e r m d i e d a r d ~ m s f ~ a n h e r .  Threeorfourof 
them did, heat, yaz krm~ killed them. Arrd FFB hgaVed tha in the 
fume, in the middle doors y m  lacrw. We h a t  therm hlx pi- 
abarttanmhutesandtheCsptainaclraedawn, Ihadboaki f f  oarsand 
two bricks on W saf- valve. (laughtm) They w a ~ i  allwed a 
hundrad,arrxlndalrmndrredninetypour&Idon~tkrmrhcrwmch~ 
had. I cmldnlt tell because the stem galllge was clmr araxnd, The 

was bettixlg an the race, see. Ard the steaaa gauge was 
clear anmrd against the pin. alq tradsdmnre off right then. 
(laughter) I gut fir&. Old- Price firedraemethema 
shcrwboat. W e w a s U p t h s ~ R i v e r a r d I ~ ~ ~ a n t h e  
~ t a r d h e w a s ~ o f r r m s i c i a n s ,  andhewasgoirqbmaksa 
musician out of ma. I d d n l t  carry a tune in a  basket. I1ve not a 
b i t  mre msic in mnre than a rabbit h r t  he said I could play a hw 
drum. We would go aut and put on a little parade in them little 
tawns, you Ime;rw. said, Wau .ulerylre -ding still, WRY go by the 
dnrms see, l1 And held shah his head for a little faster or a l i t t l e  
slower. H e  I ccnild-I kpt him shaking his head all the t h  and 
me &y old Wddy said, We' l l  get that bass drum arrd w e l l 1  go out on 
a nice 1- Mch and raarrh up and dcrwn the river h r h  and p r a c t i c e . I 1  
There was old actors ancl acbrines sittirvg up on the hi l l  by the 
-t,yQu3axrw, ~ I g a t t h e d n r m a n d g o t a u t m t h e h r o n t e n d o f  
theahadmat. Iwhmmdthednmstickthmughwlehead~fl ipped 
h ~ ~ o v e r a n d ~ ~ . t h s o t k a e r h e a d a n d t h m w d d r u n a ,  drumstick 
awl all into I318 river. (lam-) Old D&dy paid ne off. He had to 
paymyfarehare, f r c a n c l e a r u p h H i * B r * o n t h e ~ R i v e r ,  
U p t o M a r i e t t a .  Thatburnsd&up. 

P: (John ~ f l e l s  wife, Feg) Haw did he get dxrkd in 
-tw 
A: Oh, he started with a -to His wife was a crack shat with 
a rifle, & he had a nilffez: that acruld play a banjo. M he wmld 
g&.thermdaminthemrivertcrwns, yaulaekj, heldgetthmdcrwntoa 
river landing, just take .their pidams, tirrtype pictures, And that's 
t h q  way he starkdo He made a fortune. (tape stalJped) If he had a 
g o o d ~ h e w w l d b u y b m o r t h r @ e o f  theotheronesout. Andif 
he had a bad season he'd sell me Iud borrclw it back the next: sprm. He was a crazy old guy. 

But he couldn't-held take right dam the middle of the river and mt 
a sandbar or mthiq, he was right dcrwn the middle of the river. 
He thaght he wis great pilot. He wasn't half as a pilot as Mrs. 
Rim. R a e  Homer. She was mmhg down one mght with a tow of 
coa la rd lAefa l~cmthecabLemshangi . rqdcrwnb&weathe  
cam-; and a guy was mmirq electric an the cable way, he set tbe 
brab all right. He kpt a lccee c l i p  on the end of line so if 
thery get in *the tcklboat, or aty boat, you'd tab .the l ine off the 



Q: That was the Kzmawha? 

A: That was the Kanerwha. I went drrwn in a div- suit and got them 
autofthecabin. Dmm&theminthscabin. 

A: What time w a ~ i  I on it? 

Q: Yes* 

A: Well, let's see, canlt mmnber &tee3 too good. I waa; m her 
differart times. Sametinres I was m her prabably twn years once. 

Q: were you a fimrm or an engineer abcaxd her? 

A: Iwaa anenginsercmce. P i l o t  mher. 





Q: Well did ycru save yar  crwn derrick tcrws arrd thirqs? Wsre yau able 
t o s e n r e t h e b o a t s y c ~ t ~ ~ i n g t o h a l d a n t h e b a n k s ?  

Q: 'Ihey did? 








































