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Preface

This mamuscript is the product of a tape recorded interview conducted
by Tom Thorson for the Oral History Office on March 3, 1972. Rosalyn
Bone transcribed the tapes and Vince Whitman edited the transcript.

Brian Becker, a transfer student from the University of Illinois,
discusses attending Sangamon State University in its early years.

Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that it is a
transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, narrator and
editor sought to preserve the informal, conversational style that is
inherent in such historical sources. Sangamon State University is not
responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for views expressed
therein; these are for the reader to judge.

The manuscript may be read, quoted and cited freely. It may not be
reproduced in whole or in part by any means, electronic or mechanical,
without permission in writing from the Oral History Office, Sangamon
State University, Springfield, Illinois, 62708.



Brian Becker, March 3, 1972, Springfield, Illinois.

Tom Thorson, Interviewer,

Q: What was your major?
A: Justice and the Social Order.
Q: Did you go to Lincoln Land then for your first two years or what?

A: No, I went to the U. of I, [University of Illinois] for three years
in Finance. But I changed my major. I originally went to Sangamon State
to fulfill requirements to graduate from U, of I. but I decided that I'd
rather graduate from Sangamon State in one of their disciplines than stay
on in Finance.

Q: Did you find your job that way by being around here?

A: Yes, I did my ASQ [Applied Study Quarter] here. I did it last sumer.
I started out with the Corrections Division. I worked with them till
December and then they needed somebody to work on an EEA evaluation.,

They had a new position open up and I took that and that moved me to the
Manpower Unit.

Q: When and how did you ever first hear about Sangamon State?

A: I really don't remember. I remember in the spring before it opened
there was a lot of talk about it in town but being over at Illinois I
didn't hear too much about it. I knew there was an university opening
up. My mom was going to go to it and she had already enrolled and everything.
Then a friend of mine and I opened a store this summer before SSU opened,
and it got to be such a big thing that one of us had to stay in town and
run it. And I got married. So I figured well I might as well stay here
anyway, so I just decided to go out to Sangamon State. It was really a
kind of a spur of the moment decision. I hadn't heard anything about it
at all, I was just going to go out there and get my degree from Illinois.
But then as I heard more about the school, I really got interested in it,
I decided to major in one of the d1.sc1.plines out there and I just finally
graduated from Sangamon State.

Q: So you decided to attend because . . .

A: As I learned more about it I just liked what I saw. The reason for
my initial registering to go there was because it happened to be the only
school in Springfield that I could get U, of I. credit from and graduate
from,
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Q: Who's the first officlal out at Sangamon State that you talked to?

A: The Dean of Admissions. I wanted to get in so late that I had to get
a special waiver from him to get in, I had all this grant money I could
get if I went to school this last fall rather than wait. And so he let
me in and then I worked kind of closely with the financial aids office
and Vince Chiaro, too. He was really helpful. Then initially I talked
to Bob Batson and Bob Crowley, deciding whether I might go into psychology
or political science. But after a couple of weeks out there, I chose to
go into JSO.

Q: Were you involved in some extracurricular activities out there, like
the Student Senate or whatever it is?

A: MNo.

Q: How about Floppy Hat Day or anything?
A: No.

Q: Go to any of the free movies?

A: Yes, Stuff like that. Usually, I'm too busy with other things.
Working here and everything.

Q: That's right, You said you got your job out here the Applied Study
Quarter, How'd you fall into that?

A: Well, actually I was one of the first people to do an Applied Study
Quarter because I did it last summer. There really weren't too many
people doing it at that time, Because there weren't too many seniors at
that time and Gerry Curl was looking . . . I explained to him kind of
what I was looking for. He narrowed it down to either a place with the
Human Relations Commission or a place with the Institute. And I thought
of maybe getting on in a place where I might be able to stay on after 1
did my ASQ so I chose the Institute and it worked out.

Q: You're working then basically at what you want to do?
A: Yes.
Q: How about your PAC's? You had to take a couple of them didn't you?

A: Yes, I can't remember too well what they were. I took Ed Ezell's
"Military-Industrial Complex" and that was very informative. It presented
a lot of information. It didn't really present any solution to the
problems that were raised which was kind of frustrating, but as far as
information, it was valuable. And right now, I'm taking "Alternatives to
a Technocratic Society" which I'm not really ready to evaluate yet. I
don't know how valuable it's been. And I took "Campaign 1972" with Dave
Everson and that really wasn't that good of a class, I didn't think., I
didn't enjoy it that well.
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Q: You took a lot of political type courses. 1Is this job here politically-
orientated, do you think?

A: Not really. My background at Sangamon State was more of a political
philosophy type thing. And the work here is much more authoritative. It
draws on backgrounds like Econam_cs and good research methods and that;
type of thing. And next quarter I'm going to take same courses in that
sort of thing, and brush up on it.

Q: What will be your field of interest out there then for your master's,
the same as for your bachelor's?

A: Yes,

Q: Now do you feel that Sangamon State has tangibly or materially influenced
you in any way?

A: Yes, I've gotten a lot of personal growth out of it. I consider it
a valuable experience, As far as material value I don't know since I
don't think I will go on and teach ph:.losophy or anything like that. At
one time I considered it, but I don't think I will now, But you know it
helps me in my work I'd say., It allows me to do better work.

Q: Which do you think vas shaped the most by your experience at SSU, you
or the classes that you've taken?

A: You mean did the classes shape me or did I shape the class?
Q: Yes, Help to shape the class,

A: I think I had a significant impact on a number of classes I took
early, the first year it was opened because there weren't too many people
there who had gone to other schools, other than Lincoln Land, or had
really much of a background., And I think I had more of an impact then
than I do now, I thirk., There's a lot more varied kinds of kids out
there now and I doubt if there's anybody--1 haven't run into anybody in
angl of my classes~-that had any significant impact on the class as an
individual.

Q: Basically, then, like the courses now, you feel that they're influencing
you?

A: (kay, as far as a class opposed to the instructor, 1'd say very
seldamn if ever had the class influenced me. But I've been influenced by
instructors, 1'd say, that work out there, Not very often by the class
members.,

Q: Do you have any comments on Sangamon State, as a whole?

A: I don't know, I thirk Sangamon State's a good idea, It puts an
emphasis on nommative types of questions more so than other schools do, I
think, And I think that people that graduated from there will have
questions in the back of their mind when they go out into the world

deal in public affairs. They won't necessarily do things in a most




Preface

This mamuscript is the product of a tape recorded interview conducted
by Tom Thorson for the Oral History Office on March 3, 1972. Rosalyn
Bone transcribed the tape and edited the transcript.

Marlys Lackey, a part-time teacher and housewife, discusses attending
Sangamon State University in its early years. '

Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that it is a
transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, narrator and
editor sought to preserve the informal, conversational style that is
inherent in such historical sources. Sangamon State University is not
responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for views
expressed therein; these are for the reader to judge.

The manuscript may be read, quoted and cited freely. It may not be
reproduced in whole or in part by any means, electronic or mechanical,
without permission in writing from the Oral History Office, Sangamon
State University, Springfield, Illinois, 62708,




Marlys Lackey, March 3, 1972, Springfield, Illinois.

Tom B, Thorson, Interviewer.

Q: VWhen and how did you first hear about Sangamon State?

A: Actually, I read about it first in the newspaper and goi: kind of
excited; because it's one of those things that I always thought I might
do some day, is go back to school.

Q: How far did you get thxrough school?

A: I had gone two full years and through sumer school and had taken
full loads all the way through. So I had, I thought, about a full year
left,

Q: What'd you find out you had left?

A: A year, Plus I had to take twenty hours, two quarters. So, I had to
work.

Q: Well, what made you decide then to attend?

A: Well, actually, my husband. (laughter) He talked me into it. He
had always wanted me to do it. And he, you know, thought that I could do
it. And without his backing I really wouldn't of.

Q: You got in on the first quarter then, right?
A: In the very first quarter. And, you know, the whole thing was very
exciting and it just sort of added to the whole thing. It was easier

going in that first quarter than if I would have waited a year or a
quarter.

Q: Wo was the first official that you met at SSU?
A: Probably Dr, Gari lLesnoff-Caravaglia,
Q: How do you spell that? (laughter) WUhat was she then?

A: This was when they were set up in the Myers Building and she just was
sort of a first advisor. She went over my credits and recommended various
things and thought that I should remain where I was and suggested various

things to me. But it was a very impromptu thing--nothing binding but
Jjust a get-together,

Q: And from this meeting you went on to the classes and everything.




Marlys Lackey 2

A:; Right., Well, then, they moved into another building downtown and I
talked to another professor. This was Redge Ranyard, and he's also in
education., And, you know, both of these were sort of repetitious actually,
but it was recammended to do it and I did it and I'm really glad I did..

Q: Since you're a full-time wife and mother raising a family and everything,
did you get involved in very much of the extracurricular activities?

A: Not as much as I really should have probably, but that was really a
drawback. But after all, you know, my family.

Q: Outside of watching Floppy Hat's Day what else was there to do.

A: Right., (laughter) That I thought was fun. (laughter) But as far
as the extracurricular activities, you know, I didn't take part in the
newspaper or any of the drama activities. Of course, they didn't have
any drama activities that first year. There weren't that many things
offered the first year, either.

Q: Well, you got out then, really, early in the game then, right?

A: Right, I unofficially graduated in June of 1971, But, you know, I
had talked to Mr. Marsh and they had taken down all my credentials and so
forth, and I received word in August that I was an official graduate.

But you know, I'd just have to wait and then I got my diploma in January.
Although it's dated December the official graduation is then June 1972,

Q: Am I correct in assuming that you didn't have an applied study quarter?

A: I did not have to, no. I am in education and I had had the required
amount of practice teaching in my previous college.

Q: Did you have an Associate Degree?

A: In sociology. That's really what I majored in at Sangamon State;
sociology. And it was between that and psychology because I thought this
would go well with my field and I had more soc [sociology] credits previously.
So it seemed the likely way to go.

Q: Did you have any PAC's [Public Affairs Colloquia]?

A: T had tw. Actually, I had three but one of them also counted as a
soc course.

Q: Which ones were they?

A: I had Mood of Black America, Censorship of School Materials, and
Volunteerism,

Q: What did you think of those courses?

A: For the most part, I thought they were very exciting. I had the
Censorship of School Materials in the first quarter and I thought it was
set up very well, It sort of set the mood for the rest of the year,
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really, because it was different from any other college experience 1 had
had and it was just really good, I leamed a lot. I followed up with,
in the winter quarter, Mood of Black America, which was the soc course,
But it really is a PAC too, so that was great, 1 really, really, really
got a lot out of that one, I think, as far as long lasting merit, you
know, that probably is it,

Q: Because of the teacher or the involvement in the class?

A: Well, I suppose it would have to be both, you know. Because you
probably wouldn't get involved. There was definitely class involvement.
It sort of just seemed to click., Blacks and whites together and, you
know, good discussion, and lots of things came out that I'm sure neither
side realized before.

Q: Did SSU tangibly or materially influence you in any way?
A: Wow. (laughs) Tangibly or materially?

Q: Have you felt any change in your life? All of a sudden you got this
degree ., . .

A: Well; I can't say no, you know.

Q: Well, you can,

A: (laughter) It hasn't I think because, you know, it's been ten years
in between my school experiences, I'm kind of shocked that I do have a

diploma. (laughter) But I think it helped with the teen-age kids, you

know, because I am 31. I have a lot of size and younger experiences now
and had sort of lost touch with the teen-ager. You read all sorts of

things that aren't true and if they're true, they're not really all that
prevalent. I really enjoyed getting to know this age again.

Q: That's good, so you more or less tuilt in that missing generation.
Right. T find I'm mich more defensive for them than I used to be.
You mean by being over thirty they can still trust you?

Well, I hope so. (laughter)

> Q¥

Q: Which was shaped the most, you or the classes that you took? Did you
shape your future out there or did you have your future kind of shaped
for you? Do you get what I mean by that? You know you're going down a
path and you have certain avenues to take, which do you feel was the
strongest pull, your pulling or the school's manuevering; as far as class
experience?

A: Well, really, you mean for now and for the months after I'm out?

Q: Well, by going to school you've had some differences of opinion and
some new inputs into your life by taking a lot of these courses. Do you
feel that they've helped to shape your total outlook or have you, in your
way, helped to shape their outlook as far as the college?
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A: Well, they've helped shape me in that I'm much more aware now of
what's going on in the wrld. And I find that I do read the newspaper
much more carefully. I know quite a few commmity development courses
through the soc work that I did and, you know, I recognize a lot of these
countries now, For once it's kind of interesting, you know, because I
know what's going on. I know what's led up to this a little bit, anyway.

Q: Did you get any of your feelings across in the classes? Express
yourself?

A: T think so. Yes, That's part of the whole thing, really. They are
really anxious for you to express yourself and your viewpoint both orally
and in written work.

Q: let your ego fly. (laughter)

A: Wow, I'mnot too good at that, I really did in fields of . . . when
education came up for example. I had had experience and, you know, I
felt that I could share a lot there, I answered a lot of questionnaires
and this sort of thing, but, you know, as far as my voice, really, I was
not on the university council. It's not called a council but you know,
the student caucus or govermment or whatever. I was not part of that at
a%l although, you know, I would answer their questionnaires and this sort
of thing.

Q: So you let your feelings be heard that way.
A: Yes, which is a very indirect way, really.

Q: Did you find any radical changes in your life outside of reading the
papers, now? . i

A: Not really, you know, a radical change because I only had a year left
and I had to concentrate so hard on what I was doing in order to get

done. Having, at that time, a second grader and a pre-schooler who was
coming along to the University Day Care Center, my time was very regimented,
really, I know I was not an ideal student for them in that respect

- because I just did not give myself as much as, you know, a younger student.
And, of course, being a commiter, this sort of curtailed that, too.

Q: Did you have classes dowmtown?
A: In the beginning, yes.
Q: How'd you appreciate those?

A: Well, the whole thing was just so new and so exciting I enjoyed the
whole year, I really did. I loved it.

Q: Do you have anything you'd like to add? Anything about the college
in general, your feelings?

A: Well, I think it's great that it's here. I think that they've gone
through a lot of growing pains and they've gone through them well.




Preface

This manuscript is the product of a tape recorded interview conducted by
Tom Thorson for the Oral History Office on March 2, 1972. Linda Jett
transcribed the tape and edited the transcript,

Mr., Edward R. Niederer, one of the first graduates of Sangamon State
University in Springfield, Illinois, discusses some of the problems
the university had in its early years. :

Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that it is a
transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, narrator and editor
sought to preserve the informal, conversational style that is inherent in
such historical sources. Sangamon State University is not responsible for
the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for views expressed therein; these
are for the reader to judge.

The manuscript may be read, quoted and cited freely. It may not be
reproduced in whole or in part by any means, electronic or mechanical,
without permission from the Oral History Office, Sangamon State University,
Springfield, Illinois, 62708.




Edward R. Niederer, March 2, 1972, Springfield, Illinois.
Tom Thorson, Interviewer.

Q: Okay, basically what I want to do is find out what effect Sangamon
State has had on you and your attitudes toward it. And we'll start from
there and more or less. So let's just start off with the first question.
How and when did you first hear about Sangamon State?

A: I guess as I recall it was all by newspaper contact. And I read
about the proposed enrollment and beginning class and thought about it
for a while and then kind of forgot about it. And then I think I waited
until about the last week that the original enrollment was over before I
signed up. Went down to their office when they were downtown and enrolled,
made the application at least. It was by newspaper contact,

Q: So you first heard about it through the newspapers?
A: Through the newspapers.

Q: You were in the master's course, weren't you?
A: Right.

Q: You had your bachelor's.

A

I had a bachelor's from Southern at Carbondale. I moved to Springfield
not too long, I think the previous winter.

Q: Do you remember who the first person that you talked to?
A: The first person that I talked to was the registrar.
Q: Bob Marsh, '

A: Dr. Marsh, yes. And he very graciously sat down and talked to me
about it. I told him that I had some graduate work credits. Andihe
didn't really know what all the requirements were going to be at that
time, felt certain at that time he thought all my credits would coumt,
which later turned out that they didn't.

Q: Did you have other master's courses that you had taken?

A: Yes., We were living in Carbondale and I had graduated from Southern
and then I took some graduate courses not knowing really whether I wowld
ever finish it or not. I had these hours and I had quite a few. I think
I had about thirty-five or thirty-six quarter hours of graduate work.






















