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Jdm lbepfle was born in C i n c h t i  in 1923. He obtain& his Ph.D. 
literatme frm Saint Louis TJniver~ity in 1967. Dr. Khoepfle is 

presakly a rofessor of Wlish at S t a t e  University. He was 
named Illino ? s Author of the Year in OA&er, 1986, John his wife 
Fey have o m  daughter and sans. 

IXur' 1953-1955 wbile wrkLrg as m r  of an educati& 
t s l ~ i m  -tian, wcsMv, cincimati, ih. m f l e  pmpaed a 
project O Q ~  stembats and inland rivers. Plese river laem>irs am a 
result of the crollectedl durw 1954-1960. 

The manuscript may be read, quoted an3 cited freely. It may not be 
mprdwed in whole or in by arry means, eleCt.;rrrmic or mechanical, 
without p d s s i m  in erther the oral History O f f  ice, 

state University, Springfield, Illinois, 62794-9243 or the 
of Rare Beaks ami Special Oollectiona of the Fublic Library of 

Cindrmti and Hamilton Canrty, Ohio, 45202-2071. 



DBnt Sanford, June 21, 1957, 411 Bmadway, C h i m a t i ,  Ohio. 

Interviewer, John Ihoepfle. 

Q: Mr. Sanford has a long and distinguished caraer as an engineer and 
we a m  go- to talk this morning abcrut sam of his steambaating days. 



Dent Sanford 2 

~ ~ ~ l y d a y s o f t c r w b o a . t 9 n g ~ j u s t p r i o r ~ ~ t i m e a s a n  
er@mm, I wuuld say abaut the t b  of the amralgamticm of the ccal 
c c m p a n i e s u p t h e m w i t h ~ ~ w i t h ~ ~ a n s o l i d a t e d ~ a r d ~  
Cclmparrythattookwerandcpratedthetmbatsforamnnberof years 
thare. The engineers had a taqh time of it and w e n t  by luck a 
gmat deal. A good raarry of the big t a h a t s  blew up and it was caused 
by the fact i f  y m  did nat engine%r y a r  tndbaat w i t h  steam in w x s s  
of that of the law your tadmat didnlt do the work that it should do; 
-y they didn't want you as an qineer. In other words the 
old saying was, IIYcnz dcmlt a n y  stem an the big ~ittabmgh m t s  
according to the gauge, you carry it a c c ~ W r q  t o  the bank,I1 the way 
U b e ~ t i s h k h g i t s e n p r t j e s u p t h e r i v e r .  I h a w t o g e t i n  
m t h a t j u s t : h t h e & ~ y s o f t h a . t ~ i ~ l l ~ ~ a n d ~ a n d I  
f a . u d i t t o 3 s e v e r y v e z y ~ .  I d l o n o n e o c c a s i a n o f  
h a v i r g a n ~ i ; f i t a n t e r r g h e r w i t h n r e ,  the f i r s t t imhehadbeenan 
q i n e s r m a b o a t ;  euryfiawwhenhesawthe, aswecallitdcminthe 
f l ~ g a r d s n , - i t s a y s ~ n a m s o f ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ o n t h e  
gauge. The needle ms po- right straight dawn and he lo- at 
that gauge and he said b me, ' I I s  a t  gauge -I1 And I said, Wo 
that gatvgs is a l l  right, it's -just we that are w m q . l l  I!$@ M y s  
alive, l1 he d d ,  % n l t  that dangerous?11 I said, I10h yes, quite 
daqauw.ll H e d ,  lmgaodness, X ~ h c l w m c h r r r o r e s t e a m w e  
got than we are all&." I &.dl I 1 l o O k  a t  ycuc s tembat  
certificate ard then &eck yaur steam a yau w i l l  find out.I1 
"Oh," he says, "haw m you got so much Stem?'' I said, "You had 
s c r r n e h e l p ~ t ~ a n d y c r u p u t ~ f d l s e d * t s m a ~ t o ~ l l y  
instructions, on the safety valves that f i t  right aver the big weights 
that they had m those lwm Wves in .those days." And I w d ,  
~tCcmqumtly, it carries more s.team.I1 TW.1, he says, ll&at hcru 
much mxre steam do we hiwe nm than we a d  have?" Wh,rf I 'd say, 
%bout a hrdml f i w ,  maybe m - w  mxe,l1 and I said, 
%&! got pie. Yax know," I said, ''when p first: start cut of pdrt 
withamof th=eboatabeforeyaugat~wdghtson ,  theyarevery 





I b e l i ~ I & t t e d - o f e h e v e r y ~ r t a n t p a r t s w h e n I s a i d ~ ~  
a young man that it w a s  his first trip rm duty as an -her and U s  
Mtns was Clifford S W f f  fram Hm-demm, Kantu*. lmyhuw, Cliff 
was a mighty fine, big mkwt y m q  man and when he saw this excesrsive 
steambeingcarriedandhadtoworkwith it, it loakedtome like1 
caildlseethathebegantofail. WhrBYlwegotbaclctoPittsburghhe 
quit&-quitesiclk. I f  I d l c a m c U y ,  I t h i n k i t w a s i n t h e  

of six weeks a£ter that, he died and the cormer~s 
verdict warn mt he died of fright; fowd mthbq o q m i d l l y  
~ w i t h h i m i n a r r y & l a p e ,  wayorform. I w a s ~ t i o n e d b y m e  
-if I k m w ~ t o c r u l d h r w e W k e n p l a c e a r d t h a t w a s m y ~ .  
I u # n r 5 P r t ~ b e r y r r o t h E R I ~ t h a t ~ i ~ h e w e t o g r c r w i n t o  
that yau just don't walk  into it an3 men nraEiter i t w y  that 
ycmq nran died of fright and fright d y .  


