
Preface 

This manuscript is the product of a tape recorded interview conducted by 
Jack W. Nbrrison for the Oral History Office on Decaber 17, 1975. 

Mary Scott Sarpson was born in Soone, Scotland in 1892. In this memoir 
she discusses her early years in Scotland, her voyage to the United 
States on the California arrd living in the United States. 

Readerrs of the oral history m i r  should bear inmind that it is a 
tranecript of the spoken wrd, and that the interviewer, narrator and 
editor sought to preserve the informal, conversational style that is 
inherent in such historical sources. Sanganon State University is not 
responsible for the factual accuracy of the merrroir, nor for views 
expressd therein; these are for the reader to judge. 

The mmmcript may be read, qyoted and cited freely, It may not be 
reproduced in whole or in part by any means, electronic or mechanical, 
wi th m t  permission in writing frcm the Oral History Office, Sangamon 
State University, Springfield, Illinois, 62708. 



Wry Scott Sanpson, Springfield, Illinois, Decanber 17, 1975. 

Jack W. Morrison, Interviewr. 

Q: Is your full name Mary Sampson? 

A: Yes. I t  ' s Mary Sarrpson. You want my address too? 

Q: Yes, I want it. 

A: 1621 South Glemod Avenue, Springfield. 

Q: Okay. Sit back, relax. Mat we will do--this tape I don't think 
will last very long. Wen it runs out, why w will just quit and get 
another tape. 

A: Another tape, yes. 

Q: Where were you born and when? 

A: I was born in a little village by the nane of Soone, near Shear, 
Scotland. I was born in 1892. 

Q: Good heavens! 

A: (laughs) That was June the fifth I was born, in 1892. 

Q: hhat was your father's name, and your motherls n w  or any maiden 
nane? 

A: My father's nane was Robert Beard. He was a contractor, you know, 
and taking business to one town to another, and in hauling. 

Q: Hauling? 1-k was a trucker like? 

A: Yes .  A trucker, what you muld call a trucker here. 

: Yes .  He muld be like a teanster. 

A: Yes, but it was contracting. Dad was born in Soone too, lxlt I don't 
knaw what year though. I don't know what year he m s  born. But my 
mother was born in a little village by the name of hger, L-U+E-R, 
Luger, and let1 s see, it was . . . it msnl t a mining place, but they had 
furnaces, coal for iron furnaces see. That's where the men brought a lot 
of coal over frcm Spain. 
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Q: To do the brick wrk? 

A: To do the brick wrk,  yes. 

Q: You had told me that before . . . 
A: Yes. 

Q :  I should believe i t .  

A: No, i t  is. So that is were my mother was born and raimd, in Luger. 
And of course, ajhe married; my dad and her mrried and rshe carre to elwen 
Soom that's were they left her to rest in peace. They both dieQ 
there. Mother died when she was young; she was just 42. And I was bere 
in this country when my dad died. He w s  76. There wre five gir ls  and 
t w  boys, there was seven in the family. 

Q: I never knew you had brothers and sisters. 

A: Yes, I have . . . 
Q: I figured p u  did, but I never think about i t .  

A: I had a brother and a sister that died. The brother died in  Canada, 
in Toronto, in 1965. And then I had a sister--the one that was here 
visiting and she wnt back--she took sick ard she died in the old caqntry. 
I have three sisters there yet, aml a brother. So I'm hoping to get back 
maybe this spring. 

Q: Mat do they do? Are they younger or older? 

A: No, they are a l l  yuunger than me. Well, one of them is older. One 
of than is two years older than rrre. She lives in Faysha. She is cjgite a 
ways fran where I lived. And one lives in  Camlik. She was here to 
vis i t  too. She lost her husband too; she has five in her fmily. 

Q: Po you have a lot of nieces and nephews over there? 

A: C&, yes, about a dozen. (laughs) Then my brother lost his wife 
there, just on the twelfth of October. And ycru hew, B i l l ,  when I b 
she WRS in the hospital, I sat dawn and wrote a letter to her and MY 

her a card thinking she n l d  get i t  in the hospital. And ycru knm, 
was dead tm, days before I wrote that let ter,  and i t  cane back to me 
yesterday. I wrote i t  on the 14th of October, and i t  carre back to rn 
yesterday. That was the 20th of November, and she never got i t  and 
never gave i t  . . . i t  cane back here. They should have sent i t  to 
fmily,  you hm, to the residence. 

Q: , I  would think so. 

A: But they didn't. They sent i t  back to me. 

Q: Yes. I t  would seem like they wuld have given i t  to the fami 

ard 
t 
she 
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A: Yes. Back here, the hospital would have sent it to the fanily. 

Q: When you have a deceased though, you get a lot of red tape and hureacracy, 
and with the hospital it Is the sane way. 

A: Just to have dredged across the emrelope, yau hm, and said tlReturn 
to Sender." Well, I had rqy nsme and address on it, so that was how it 
canre back to m. It went through water and doctor, and i t ' s  an amazement 
it got here. 

: Yes. I have seen s a ~ ~  of those cane back, You can't even write to 
Canada naw can you? 

A: Yes. 

Q: Your brother and sisters in Canada, their Canadian post office is on 
strike. 

A: Yes. They're on strike. I was Hlondering what was the matter with my 
sister-in-law. I never heard frm her. I had wrote to her twice, thinking 
maybe she was sick, and by golly, here they are on strike. 

Q: They have been on strike for a long t im, and the way they're talking, 
they will be on strike for awhile. 

A: 'Ihatts what they claim. It may be Easter before they get it settled 
UP* 

Q: You said your dad was a contractor. 

A: Yes. 

Q: He hauled . . . 
A: Me hauled different things. 

Q: Haas it a tern of horses yet? 

A: Yes, it was horses. (laughs) And the Big D was one day he had a 
horse to  die. That was a Big D, to go without a horse, you knw. 

Q: I bet. 

A: That was a big loss in then days. 

Q: Yes. It'd be like, you h a w ,  losing a car. 

A: Yea. 

Q: M a t  kind of stuff did he haul? Fann stuff, or bricks or iron? 

A: Coal and HFood arrd anything anyone m l d  want delivered. 
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Q: Did he haul livestock too? 

A: No, nothing like that. He didn't do that there. The fanners t k 
their om. Ok 

Q: Fmmrs did their clwn work. 

A: Their o m  wrk. They took than to the market themselves. 

Q: Was your mtherts fanily, were they farmers, or wre they . . . 
A: No. They were blacksniths. 

Q: Bl ackmi ths? 

A: Yes. 

Q: Shoeing the horses. 1'11 be darned. 

A: Yes. 

Q: When you wre grclwing up, you vent to school in Scotland. 

A: Yes. Public school. 

Q: b t  was the school like? 

A: Mll, just average school, Bill. Used to have than with no kindergarten 
in them days. You started at the first grade you knuw, and you got your 
letters and your little things, and M for Wry and B for Beard, and 
things like that. And then, of course, you graduate every year. Men 
you entered the next grade then, you had lessonsand then you had to learn 
to sew aml knit. That had to cam into your studies too. 

Q: It was a requirenent to learn to knit? 

A: Yes. You had to knit ard yau had to sew. 

Q :  Wmt did the boys learn? 

A: They had woodwork. 

Q: bodwork? 

A: Yes. And then everyday HR had physical exercise out on the play 
It wasn't inaide, it was outside. Boys and girls carbined. 

Q: No gynnasiun? 

A: No, no. Nothing, just outside. 

Q: You were ewal. You could freeze together. (laughter) 
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A: Yes, And that's where the fountains wre, outside you knm. And 
there were tw cups, one for the boys and one for the girls. The playground 
was divided into one section for the girls and they -re usually off 
together. Of course, we're always having a recess and things that called 
for both sides you h a w ,  and it was frequented by the anartest, of course. 
(law) I could run in then days. (laughs) 

Q: What academic subjects did they teach: reading, writing, and arithnetic? 

A: oh, yes. Yes, they get to study everything. And it was all memorized. 
You. had to manorize everything. 

Q: Boy! 

A: And the topic, ME had Bible and catechim every morning, you how. 
But we did have one Catholichoolgirl and she w l d n t  t came in until 
after Bible. Wxt HR had catechim every morning. - 
Q: Catechism? 

A: Catechism. 

Q: You -re Catholic? 

A: No, tmt w had--I was Presbyterian-but w had catechim. 

Q: Okay. (laughs) Yes, okay. 

A: Yes, we had catechim, Bill. 

Q: M a  it a church school? 

A: No. It was a public school. 

Q: (laugh) That's juat so different, I don't think we're used to  it. 

A: (laughs) 1'11 tell you h w  I ranenJ3er it, Bill. The course m e  a 
penny in this money. It was a hiten in the old country. It might bq a 
penny in this country's money. And I cried my eyes out to get a pe 
get a new kaliscope this Mmdaymorning. -one w l d  steal it 
had to go through this sarae thing the follawing morning to get a new 
catechim. But yau had to learn it, you knw. You couldn't get up 
read it off the catechian, you had to learn it by heart. You had 
maorize everything. Then, of course, you wnt on to your reading 
writing and all that. Mk were taught singing too, you knm. We 
singing classes too. All in a day's wrk.  

Q: I can't imagine trying to memorize. 

A: We had one schoolmaster, and two m n  teachers. 

Q: Haw marry grades did the school have in it? 

A: Wmt to six. 
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Q: Qle to six? 

A: Yes. Then you had to leave and go to a higher school. Everyone went 
to the acadeny. That's like a hi@ school. I believe it's bigger than 
the high school. 

Q: Amzing. Did they have races and games for. the kids? Did they have 
any ecpipnt at all, like a swing or a . . . 
A: CP1, yes. Just not the swings they have here. Sanething t i 4  to a 
tree, that was your swing. They did finally put up shelters. You know, 
to get cut of the weather. They put shelters up. In the winter, it w s  
always icy, you knw. Everybody had their slide, you Imm. They made 
everyone slide, slide on it. 

Q: That I've done. 

A: hk made all OUP crwn h and everything. I renwrJ3er one time, Sanmrville 
that lived in the castle--they owed a castle--and twice a year they gave 
us crur outing. In the slmnertirne, it would be a picnic. You had to take 
your own . . . they'd give yau your eats, but you had to have a cup. 
Always your own cxq with you, and they'd always give you a big penny for 
a souvenir and give you a dayst outing. Then in the wintertime, it was 
in a hall. At Christmastime, they'd have a CZlriatmas tree. Every kid 
put samthing on it. Then, of course, the parents didn't say anything 
because that's off the funds you knaw they had collected during the year. 

Q: The school was supported by taxes then? 

A: Yes. 

Q: A tax aupported school. You said Sarrrrerville? 

A: Smrville was the narre of the people who let the castle in those 
days. It wasn't a titled gentleroen though. Wlt the fellaw, that Smrville, 
he killed s a ~ ~ b o d y .  It wasn't  hi^ wife; he killed samebody with a . . . 
sane other m1 s wife. Back to than days, Bi 11 , it warn' t just like the 
present day. It was going on then. And he was jailed for like twenty 
years or sanething. I rmmber I was kidding people. Now, I had to 
work. hb all had to wrk, you knw. For sane money to feed us, all of 
us mrkecl, and my job was to walk two and a half miles every morning to 
bring the papers to the store. I got a shilling a week--that was about a 
quarter a wek--for that, and then you delivered than to the end. Wll, 
ME were late for school for that, but you had to make that hour up after 
you pt to school. And I did that until it was time to leave school, 
Then, as one cane up, the other one took it, yau see. As I got older, 
the next one took it. 

Q: Things have sure charged, haven't they? 

A: Oh, boy, you're not kidding. Men I went back, I got a surprise of 
my life. I never had a penny until the day I had to wrk for it, y y  
hm. Wlt 1'11 tell you tmthfully, when I heard these kids of my sister's 
grandkids asking for money to get candy, I nearly passed out because I 
never saw money until after I had mrked for it. 



Wry Scott Sqson 7 

A: m, itts a changed wrld. And the biggest change is over there, let 
me tell you. 

Q: I guess it is. 

A: Yes, it is. 

Q: Because of the other stuff, and so very poor. They had everything, 
lxlt they ware poor too. 

A: Yes. But you knm Bill, taking it all through, they =re happy days. 
They really =re. They wre happy days. When I look back and see the 
things as they are nw, people are not contented arrymore. If they get 
sanething, they  ant saxlething else. -re in those days, a man could 
live quite canfortably on what he could make. And they all raised big 
families, and men of all trades. 

Q: Yes. The tradea, they dont t real ly teach trades in school naw. 

A: Not allymore. Well then, you see, you had to wait until you were out 
of school before you could go learn a trade there though. 

Q: This Sangmn State, what they are, they just turn out people to work 
in pblic service, like state, city, and county and federal gwerrrnent. 
That's basically what that school is. It's mazing. They're turning out 
bureaucrats, you knw, people who wrk. I dont t think I 11 ever be a 
bneaucrat, k t  it is true that is what that school is. I think it might 
be a good idea if they teach plwbing. (laughs) 

A: Well, it wid be, yes. Or carpenter wrk. (lams) Guess they get 
that in the grade school here, and in high school. 

Q: H w  far did you go through school aver there? 

A: I went to the eighth grade. 

Q: Eighth grade. 

A: Yes. 

Q: Mat was the second school like? 

A: It was good. It was just an average school. 

Q: I picture a one roan school Wilding. Is that . . . 
A: No. That was a bigger school. No, the school that I was in, it 
three roans. Then one little mcm for the instructors. But there WE 
meter, ard he had two classes. Most of the time had tnn, classes. 

Q: lhaat was the other school like? The bigger one. 

had 
8 a 



Mary Scott Sampaon 8 

It was bigger. It was more of a high school, 

Like Ehtler School? 

Yea. W11, bigger than Butler Schaol . 
Oh, wow! 

A little higher than that. 

I mean built like it. 

Yes. Just h i l t  just the sane. 

Did they teach catechian there too? 

Ch, yes. You have to have your catechian. 

That anrazes me. 

I had Bible every morning, yes. 

It is a big thing keeping the Bible out of school naw. 

Yes. 

You didn' t have recess and gatres in that second school , did you? 

bb, But you did in the other schwl. 

Did they have a gyrrrnasiun in this second school? 

No, they didn't there. Might nw, bt they didn't have then. 

Is the saw, school still in use? Sane building? 

Sitting there yet, yes. The school I went to sits right there, same 
it was. (laughs) 

I&, boy. They tear a achool d m  here just like that. 

Yes. No, yau go back inmy school and the Catrine is just the same. 
@A-T-R-I-N-E is how you spell Catrine. It is two and a half miles fran 
where I was raised. But to go there though, to go there for anything, 
you w l d  need to sack groceries and groceries would be brought into 
here. E3ut if yau wanted clothes or shoes or anything, you had to ga out. 
There was no transportation. There was a b s  went in the morning, and 
one at night and that was all the trtulsportation. Your legs had to do 
your transporting for you, and ME had to go there and do all our shopping. 
Unless ycru wanted to  @ into Lexecoalmantic or Glasgw, then you could 
get the train in fran Catrine. But you had to walk two and a half miles 
to get there. 
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(d: I can1 t imagine . . . 
A: Naw, the children . . . you knm Victs dad? He was through school 
when he was fourteen. He was through high school and he started in the 
Cavagrm Acadarry. He wnt through that acadq, and was all through 
school at sixteen. 

Q: (&, you can go to . . . you have to here until you're eighteen, and 
they wpct yau to @ until you are twenty. 

A: Yes. k l l ,  you see fran when I was young, when the boys went to 
school until fourteen, they had to go to wrk. And the girls too, they 
didn't want you to go sanewhere. You left not to get mrk. 

Q: What kind of wrk was there? Farming or . . . 
A: Fanning, and carpentry wrk. 

Q: Carpentry. 

A: If you wanted to go into electricity and  thing^, you had to go to 
town or go saneplace else. 

Q: There waanvt a whole lot of work there. 

A: There was no wrk whatever for young people. And it is the same 
today. They go to different places to get their mrk. 

Q: Moat of the people mve away frcm there then? I mean the kids that 
vm up* 
A: ' h e  kids that grtxlr up leave, yes. But you wuld be surprised the 
people that are still there. l3ut I don't knw arry of them anymore, 
except my am fanily. But you take my dad, he wuldn't have m e d  here 
to save his life. He stayed there. We wanted him to m e  a couple of 
times, b t  he wuldnl t. 

: htts see. Are the winters there cold like here? About the same? 

A: No, Not as cold, but there is a dmpness here, Bill, it makes it 
feel real raw. I guess in the later years . . . let's just say it was 
very cold arrd lots of rain. 

Q: Temperature-wise it's not as cold? 

A: No, not as cold as here. 

Q: But you ~ C M V  it's cold. 

A: Because of the daqnesss. So rmch danpness there, 

Q: How about the smmrtime? 
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A:  Good surmer days. 

Q: Hot, warn a lot? 

A: Yes. 

Q: h y s  like that. 

A :  In fact, I never had any shoes on in the smmer. You ran in your 
bare feet al l  m m r .  

Q: kst of the people like the Scotanen up and d m  here all had gardens. 

A: Yes. Everybody has to have a garden. 

Q: I'm the only one down there that has a garden that I know of. What 
were the gardena like over there? 

A: C&, beautiful, Bill. And they have a vegetable garden and I wib you 
could've seen the flowers. When I was back, I was amazed. It was beautiful, 
all outside in the front of the yard, you know. And an awful big vegetable 
garden. 

Q: The aeason is long emu@ to grw tanatoes and beans and corn? 

A: Not tanatoes. N w  you have to grm then inside, in the hothouse, 

Q: (J1, really? 

A: Yes. You can't grow tomatoes outside. 

Q: You paw tanatoes inaide in a greenhouse? 

A: In a greenhouse, yes. 

Q: They graw corn too, like hrican corn? 

A: No. Just potatoes, and they grow wheat, you know, and the corn, what 
VE called corn was wheat here. 

Q: Yes. 

A: But autside of that, that's about all. They can't grollv the corn on 
the cob or anything like that. It's not warn enough there. 

6): They keep chickens or anything like that around? 

A: Oh, yes. Everybody alway~ had a couple of chickens, 

Q: Laying chickens? 

A: Yes, laying chickens. 
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Q: Your dad had these horses? 

A: Yes. 

Q:  H m  many did he have? 

A: He had three. 

Q: (%1, boy. Mat kind of land did he have to keep them on? 

A: Well, let's see. It's just like it is nm, just all flat and plenty 
of roan artd plenty of green grass. 

Q: Like a block of land? 

A: A stable to plt them in in the evening. Yes. I guess a stable. It 
was still there when I was h m ,  so I guess it is still there yet. 

Q: It is a shane the way we tear everything dawn over here. 

A: Yes. 

Q: And they really build it up over there. 

A: They don't destroy nothing over there. 

Q: Yes. Over here, boy, things don't last any time at all. I don't 
knav if they've got the right idea or not. I don't like that. You =re 
over there. Did they have televisions at a1 l? 

A: Yes, 

Q:  You were aver there haw long? When was the last time? 

Q: In 1954 you were over there, right? 

A: k t y  years ago exactly. 

Q: Oh boy, about due for another trip. 

A: I'm going. I would like to go this Spring. I m l d  have liked to go 
west last ammr, tut with Beth being aick, I didn't get to  go. But if 
;she gets wll by Spring, I muld like to go to see my sisters before 
anymore of than pass away. 

Q: I wouldn't mind going myself. I wuld like to see Scotland. 

A: Yau wuld enjoy it, Bill. 1 t ' ~  really pretty. 

Q :  lVhrn says there's sane relatives over there. I don't knuw where they 
would be. 
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A: Yes. Well, when Anna wnt back with us, she vent and visited yaw 
relatives. They live quite a ways frcrnwhere I care fran though. v y  
live close, up by Edinborough. 

Q: You said the groceries. You Hlere talking about groceries. You had 
to bring groceries to this little tom. There wasn't any store in this 
little tuwn? 

A: Just a candy store, Bill. And maybe they keep a few things, you 
knw, in an emergency. But there was a van cam in, the cooperative. 
Naw, that's where you spend your m y  and get a dividend back. 

Q: Yes. A cooperative, yes. 

A: Yes. W11, they would ccme and you muld give than a note. They 
came twice a wek, arrd you gave then a note of what you'd want the neart 
day. That's how it vas done. They'd bring than in a van-what ve called 
a van--ard yrru wrote on the day he was there for the next day he was 
caning. Wit they finally did get our grocery store in fran where I cane 
fran. But that was a1 1 just a grocery store. 

Q: I can imagine you ordering your awn groceries. Nhm used to do that. 

A: Yes. 

Q: She used to order groceries. 

A: You knew exactly, then if you ran aut of anything, it was just too 
bad. (laughs) I3ut you know, it never s e d  to be any trouble arrywa~y .  

Then every year, we had our--in March-- had our horse races. And yrm 
hw, just anyone who had a horse could get in it. And that (tape ends). 

End of Side One, Tape One 

A: . . . and an a Tuesday, I forget just the date in March. It was 
always in March, and that day they had horse races. And then they had a 
dance and everything to frilly up, you know. And then the next day m s  a 
holiday for the kids. There was a rmn who would care with a d m .  We 
called him the Drurmer, and he m l d  dmm and all the kids would collate, 
you Imaw. Just the one street you knw, (lams) just one street like 
three blocks here I guess. A good three blocks long, and they would all 
follaw that drurmer. You donned your best clothes you knw, that day, 
and p r  bare feet because you could run faster in your bare feet. 
(laughs) And that was the rmnth of March. The girls would have races 
and then the boys muld have a race and the girls. See, they wuld 
collect money all araurd the neighborhood, and that was the mney used to 
get the kids prizes. Then they m l d  have all kinds of -a, like the 
sack race and the three legged race, and things you'd see in the preaent 
day. 

Q: Kind of like a block party? 




















































































