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Mary Scott Sampson, Springfield, Illinois, December 17, 1975.

dack W. Morrison, Interviewer.

Is your full name Mary Sampson?
Yes. It's Mary Sampson. You want my address too?

Yes, 1 want it.
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1621 South Glemwood Averme, Springfield.

Q: Okay. Sit back, relax. What we will do--this tape I don't think
will last very long. Wwhen it runs out, why we will just quit and get
another tape.

A: Another tape, yes.

Q: Where were you born and when?

A: 1 was born in a little village by the name of Soone, near Shear,
Scotland. I was born in 1892,

Q:  Good heavens!
A: (laughs) That was June the fifth I was born, in 1892.

Q: What was your father's name, and your mother's name or any maiden
name?

A: My father's name was Robert Beard. He was a contractor, you know,
and taking business to one town to another, and in hauling.

Hauling? He was a trucker like?
Yes. A trucker, what you would call a trucker here.

Yes. He would be like a teamster.
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Yes, but it was contracting. Dad was born in Soone too, but I don't
know what year though. I don't know what year he was born. But my
mother was born in a little village by the name of Luger, L-U-G-E-R,
Luger, and let's see, it was . . . it wasn't a mining place, but they had
furnaces, coal for iron furnaces see. That's where the men brought a lot
of coal over fram Spain.
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To do the brick work?

To do the brick work, yes.

Yes.

Q
A
Q: You had told me that before . . .
A
Q: I should believe it.

A: No, it is. So that is where my mother was born and raised, in Luger.
And of course, she married; my dad and her married and she came to eleven
Soone and that's were they left her to rest in peace. They both died
there. Mother died when she was young; she was just 42. And I was here
in this country when my dad died. He was 76. There were five girls and
two boys, there was seven in the family.

Q: I never knew you had brothers and sisters.
A: Yes, I have . . .
Q: I figured you did, but I never think about it.

A: I had a brother and a sister that died. The brother died in Canada,
in Toronto, in 1965. And then I had a sister-—-the one that was here.
visiting and she went back--she took sick and she died in the old country.
I have three sisters there yet, and a brother. So I'm hoping to get back
maybe this spring.

Q: What do they do? Are they younger or older?

A: No, they are all younger than me. Well, one of them is older. One
of them is two years older than me. She lives in Faysha. She is quite a
ways fram where I lived. And one lives in Comelik. She was here to
vigit too. She lost her husbard too; she has five in her family.

Q: Do you have a lot of nieces and nephews over there?

A: Ch, yes, about a dozen. (laughs) Then my brother lost his wife |
there, just on the twelfth of October. Aml you know, Bill, when I hdard
she was in the hospital, I sat down and wrote a letter to her and t
her a card thinking she would get it in the hospital. And you know, |she
was dead two days before I wrote that letter, and it came back to me
yesterday. I wrote it on the 14th of October, and it came back to
yesterday. That was the 20th of November, and she never got it and {hey
never gave it , . . it came back here. They should have sent it to the
family, you know, to the residence.

Q: .I would think so,
A: But they didn't. They sent it back to me.

Q: Yes. It would seem like they would have given it to the family.
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A: Yes. Back here, the hospital would have sent it to the family.

Q: When you have a deceased though, you get a lot of red tape and bureacracy,
and with the hospital it's the same way.

A: Just to have dredged across the envelope, you know, and said "Return
to Sender." Well, I had my name and address on it, so that was how it
came back to me. It went through water and doctor, and it's an amazement
it got here.

Q:  Yes. 1 have seen sane of those came back. You can't even write to
Canada now can you?

A: Yes.

Q: Your brother and sisters in Canada, their Canadian post office is on
strike.

A: Yes. They're on strike. I was wondering what was the matter with my
sister-in-law. I never heard fram her. I had wrote to her twice, thinking
maybe she was sick, and by golly, here they are on strike.

Q: They have been on strike for a long time, and the way they're talking,
they will be on strike for awhile.

That's what they claim. It may be Easter before they get it settled
You said your dad was a contractor.

Yes,

He hauled . . .

He hauled different things.
Was it a team of horses yet?

Yes, it was horses. (laughs) And the Big D was one day he had a
rse to die. That was a Big D, to go without a horse, you know,

g £ = o » & gP»

I bet.

That was a big loss in them days.

Yes. It'd be like, you know, losing a car.
Yes.

What kind of stuff did he haul? Famm stuff, or bricks or iron?

e r o > 0

Coal and wood and anything anyone would want delivered.
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Q: Did he haul livestock too?

A: No, nothing like that. He didn't do that there. The farmers to#)k

their own.
Q: Farmers did their own work.
Their own work, They took them to the market themselves.
Was your mother's family, were they fammers, or were they . . .
No. They were blackamiths.
Blacksmiths?
Yes.

Shoeing the horses. I'll be darned.

Yes.

When you were growing up, you went to school in Scotland.
Yes. Public school.

What was the school like?

e r o »r o »ro o 2

A: Well, just average school, Bill. Used to have them with no kindergarten
in them days. You started at the first grade you know, and you got your
letters and your little things, and M for Mary and B for Beard, and

things like that. And then, of course, you graduate every year. When

you entered the next grade then, you had lessonsand then you had to learn
to sew and knit, That had to came into your studies too.

Q: It was a requirement to learn to knit?
A: Yes, You had to knit and you had to sew.
Q: What did the boys learn?

They had woodwork.

Yes. And then everyday we had physical exercise out on the playgdround.

A
Q: Woodwork?
A.
It wasn't inside, it was outside. Boys and girls cambined.

Q: No gymnasium?

A: No, no. Nothing, just outside.

Q: You were equal. You could freeze together. (laughter)




Mary Scott Sampson 5

A: Yes. And that's where the fountains were, outside you know. And

there were two cups, one for the boys and one for the girls. The playground
was divided into one section for the girls and they were usually off
together., Of course, we're always having a recess and things that called
for both sides you know, and it was frequented by the amartest, of course,.
(laughs) I could run in them days. (laughs)

Q: What academic subjects did they teach: reading, writing, and arithmetic?

A: Oh, yes. Yes, they get to study everything. And it was all memorized.
You had to memorize everything.

Q: Boy!

A: And the topic, we had Bible and catechiam every morning, you know.
But we did have one Catholic schoolgirl and she wouldn't come in until
after Bible. But we had catechism every morning.

Catechisam?

Catechism.

You were Catholic?

No, but we had--1 was Presbyterian--but we had catechism.
Okay. (laughs) Yes, okay.

Yes, we had catechiam, Bill.

Was it a church school?

No. It was a public school.

€ > o > o0 > 0 8

(laughs) That's just so different. I don't think we're used to it.

A: (laughs) I'1l tell you how I remember it, Bill. The course was a
penny in this money. It was a hiten in the old country. It might be a
penny in this country's money. And I cried my eyes out to get a pe to
get a new kaliscope this Monday morning. Someone would steal it and|l
had to go through this same thing the following morning to get a new
catechism. But you had to learn it, you know. You couldn't get up
read it off the catechism, you had to learn it by heart. You had to
memorize everything. Then, of course, you went on to your reading
wrltlng ardd all that. We were taught singing too, you know. We had
singing classes too. All in a day's work.

Q: I can't imagine trying to memorize.
A: We had one schoolmaster, and two women teachers.
Q: How many grades did the school have in it?

A: Went to six.
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Q: One to six?

A: Yes. Then you had to leave ard go to a higher school. Everyone went
to the academy. That's like a high school. I believe it's bigger than
the high school.

Q: Amazing. Did they have races and games for the kids? Did they have
any equipment at all, like a swing or a .

A: Ch, yes. Just not the swings they have here. Something tied to a
tree, that was your swing. They did finally put up shelters. You know,
to get out of the weather. They put shelters up. In the winter, it was
always icy, you know. Everybody had their slide, you know. They made
everyone slide, slide on it.

Q: That I've done.

A: We made all our own fun and everything. I remember one time, Sammerville
that lived in the castle--they owed a castle--and twice a year they gave

us our outing. In the summertime, it would be a picnic. You had to take
your own . . . they'd give you your eats, but you had to have a cup.

Always your own cup with you, and they'd always give you a big penny for

a souvenir and give you a days' outing. Then in the wintertime, it was

in a hall, At Christmastime, they'd have a Christmas tree. Every kid

put something on it. Then, of course, the parents didn't say anything
because that's off the funds you lnow they had collected during the year.

Q: The school was supported by taxes then?
A: Yes.
Q: A tex supported school. You said Sommerville?

A: Someerville was the name of the people who let the castle in those
days., It wasn't a titled gentlemen though. But the fellow, that Sammerville,
he killed samebody. It wasn't his wife; he killed somebody with a . . .
same other man's wife. Back to them days, Bill, it wasn't just like the
present day. It was going on then. And he was jailed for like twenty
years or sanething. 1 remember I was kidding people. Now, I had to
work. We all had to work, you know. For some money to feed us, all of
us worked, and my job was to walk two and a half miles every morning to
bring the papers to the store. I got a shilling a week--that was about a
quarter a week--for that, and then you delivered them to the end. Well,
we were late for school for that, but you had to make that hour up after
you got to school. And I did that until it was time to leave school.
Then, as one came up, the other one took it, you see. As I got older,
the next one took it.

Q: Things have sure changed, haven't they?

A: Oh, boy, you're not kidding. When I went back, I got a surprise of

my life. I never had a penny until the day I had to work for it, you

know. But 1'll tell you truthfully, when I heard these kids of my sister's
grandkids asking for money to get candy, I nearly passed out because I
never saw money until after I had worked for it.




Mary Scott Sampson 7

Q: Well, it'sa . . .

A: Oh, it's a changed world. And the biggest change is over there, let
me tell you.

Q: I guess it is.
A: Yes, it is.

Q: Because of the other stuff, and so very poor. They had everything,
but they were poor too.

A: Yes. But you know Bill, taking it all through, they were happy days.
They really were. They were happy days. When I look back and see the
things as they are now, people are not contented anymore., If they get
samething, they want something else. Where in those days, a man could
live quite canfortably on what he could make. And they all raised big
families, and men of all trades.

Q: Yes. The trades, they don't really teach trades in school now.

A: Not anymore. Well then, you see, you had to wait until you were out
of school before you could go learn a trade there though.

Q: This Sangamon State, what they are, they just turn out people to work
in public service, like state, city, and county and federal goverrment.
That's basically what that school is. It's amazing. They're turning out
bureaucrats, you know, people who work. I don't think I'll ever be a
bureaucrat, but it is true that is what that school is, [ think it might
be a good idea if they teach plumbing. (laughs)

A: Well, it would be, yes. Or carpenter work. (laughs) Guess they get
that in the grade school here, and in high school.

Q: How far did you go through school over there?
I went to the eighth grade.

Eighth grade.

Yes.

What was the second school like?

It was good. It was just an average school.

o > &£ > 8o >

I picture a one roam school building. Is that . . .
A: No. That was a bigger school. No, the school that I was in, it had
three roans. Then one little roam for the instructors. But there a
master, and he had two classes. Most of the time had two classes.

Q: What was the other school like? The bigger one.
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It was bigger. It was more of a high school.
Like Butler School?

Yes. Well, bigger than Butler School.

Oh, wow!

A little higher than that.

I mean uilt like it.

Yes. Just built just the same,

Did they teach catechiam there too?

Ch, yes. You have to have your catechism.

I had Bible every morning, yes.

It is a big thing keeping the Bible out of school now.

Yes.

You didn't have recess and games in that second school, did you?
No. But you did in the other school.

Did they have a gymnasium in this second school?

No, they didn't there. Might now, but they didn't have then.

Is the same school still in use? Sane building?

A
Q
A
Q
A
Q
A
Q
A
Q: That smazes me.
A
Q
A
Q
A
Q
A
Q
A: Sitting there yet, yes. The school I went to sits right there, ssme
as it was. (laughs)

Q: Oh, boy. They tear a school down here just like that.

A: Yes. No, you go back in my school and the Catrine is just the same,
C-A-T-R-I-N-E is how you spell Catrine. It is two and a half miles fram
where I was raised. But to go there though, to go there for anything,
you would need to sack groceries and groceries would be brought into
here. But if you wanted clothes or shoes or anything, you had to go out.
There was no transportation. There was a bus went in the morning, and
one at night and that was all the transportation. Your legs had to do
your transporting for you, and we had to go there and do all our shopping.
Unless you wanted to go into Lexecoalmentiec or Glasgow, then you could
get the train in fram Catrine. But you had to walk two and a half miles
to get there.
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Q: I can't imagine . . .
A: Now, the children . . . you know Vic's dad? He was through school
when he was fourteen. He was through high school and he started in the

Covagna Academy. He went through that academy, and was all through
school at sixteen.

Q: Oh, you can go to . . . you have to here until you're eighteen, and
they expect you to go until you are twenty.

A: Yes. Well, you see fram when I was young, when the boys went to
school until fourteen, they had to go to work. And the girls too, they
didn't want you to go somewhere. You left not to get work.

Q: Wwhat kind of work was there? Farming or . . .

A: Farming, and carpentry work.

Q: Carpentry.

A: If you wanted to go into electricity and things, you had to go to
town or go someplace else,

Q: There wasn't a whole lot of work there.

A;: There was no work whatever for young people. And it is the same
today. They go to different places to get their work.

Q: Most of the people move away fram there then? 1 mean the kids that
grow up.

A: The kids that grow up leave, yes., But you would be surprised the
people that are still there. But I don't know any of them anymore,
except my own family. But you take my dad, he wouldn't have moved here
to save his life. He stayed there. We wanted him to move a couple of
times, but he wouldn't.

Q: lLet's see. Are the winters there cold like here? About the same?
A: No. Not as cold, but there is a dampness here, Bill, it makes it
feel real raw. 1 guess in the later years . . . let's just say it was
very cold and lots of rain.

Q: Temperature-wise it's not as cold?

: No, not as cold as here.

But you know it's cold.

Because of the dampnesss. So much dampness there.

o > o >

How about the summertime?
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A: Good summer days.
: Hot, warm a lot?
Yes.

Days like that.

> O > O

In fact, I never had any shoes on in the summer, You ran in your
bare feet all sumer.

Q: Most of the people like the Scotsmen up and down here all had gardens.
A: Yes, Everybody has to have a garden,

Q: I'm the only one down there that has a garden that 1 know of. What
were the gardens like over there?

A: (h, beautiful, Bill. And they have a vegetable garden and I wish you
could've seen the flowers. When I was back, I was amazed. It was beautiful,
all outside in the front of the yard, you know. And an awful big vegetable
garden.

b

The season is long enough to grow tomatoes and beans and corn?

Not tomatoes. Now you have to grow them inside, in the hothouse.

Gh, really?

Yes. You can't grow tomatoes outside.
You grow tomatoes inside in a greenhouse?
In a greenhouse, yes.

They grow corn too, like American corn?

..

No. Just potatoes, and they grow wheat, you know, and the corn, what
we called corn was wheat here.

Q: Yes.

A: But outside of that, that's about all. They can't grow the corn on
the cob or anything like that. It's not warm enough there.

Q: They keep chickens or anything like that around?
A: Oh, yes. Everybody always had a couple of chickens.
Q: Laying chickens?

A: Yes, laying chickens.
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Q:

Q:
A:

A
Q
A:
Q
A:
0

Your dad had these horses?

Yes.

How many did he have?

He had three.

Oh, boy. What kind of land did he have to keep them on?

Well, let's see. It's just like it is now, just all flat and plenty

f roam and plenty of green grass.

Like a block of land?

A stable to put them in in the evening. Yes. I guess a stable. It

was still there when I was home, 80 I guess it is still there yet.

Q:

Q
A
Q:
A

It is a shame the way we tear everything down over here.
Yes.

And they really build it up over there.

They don't destroy nothing over there.

Yes, Over here, boy, things don't last any time at all. 1 don't

know if they've got the right idea or not. I don't like that. You were
over there. Did they have televisions at all?

A.

A
Q
A
Q:
A
Q

Yes.

You were over there how long? When was the last time?
In 1954,

In 1954 you were over there, right?

Twenty years ago exactly.

Oh boy, about due for another trip.

I'm going. I would like to go this Spring. I would have liked to go

west last sumoer, but with Beth being sick, I didn't get to go. But if
she gets well by Spring, I would like to go to see my sisters before
anymore of them pass away.

Q:
A;

Q:

I wouldn't mind going myself. I would like to see Scotland.
You would enjoy it, Bill. It's really pretty.

Mom says there's some relatives over there. I don't know where they

would be.
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A: Yes. Well, when Anna went back with us, she went and visited your
relatives. They live quite a ways from where I come fram though. They
live close, up by Edinborough.

Q: You said the groceries. You were talking about groceries. You had
to bring groceries to this little town. There wasn't any store in this
little town?

A: Just a candy store, Bill. And maybe they keep a few things, you
know, in an emergency. But there was a van came in, the cooperative.
Now, that's where you spend your money and get a dividend back.

Q: Yes. A cooperative, yes.

A: Yes., Well, they would came and you would give them a note. They
came twice a week, and you gave them a note of what you'd want the next
day. That's how it was done. They'd bring them in a van--what we called
a van—-and you wrote on the day he was there for the next day he was
caning. But they finally did get our grocery store in fram where I came
fram. But that was all just a grocery store.

Q: I can imagine you ordering your own groceries. Mom used to do that.
A: Yes.
Q: She used to order groceries,

A: You knew exactly, then if you ran out of anything, it was just too
bad. (laughs) But you know, it never seemed to be any trouble anyway.
Then every year, we had our--in March--we had our horse races. And
know, just anyone who had a horse could get in it. And that (tape ends).

End of Side One, Tape One

A: . . . and on a Tuesday, I forget just the date in March. It was
always in March, and that day they had horse races., And then they had a
dance and everything to frilly up, you know. And then the next day was a
holiday for the kids. There was a man who would come with a drun. We
called him the Drumner, and he would drum and all the kids would collate,
you know. Just the one street you know, (laughs) just one street like
three blocks here I guess. A good three blocks long, and they would all
follow that drummer. You donned your best clothes you know, that day,
and your bare feet because you could run faster in your bare feet.
(laughs) And that was the month of March. The girls would have races
and then the boys would have a race and the girls, See, they would
collect money all around the neighborhood, and that was the money used to
get the kids prizes. Then they would have all kinds of games, like the
sack race and the three legged race, and things you'd see in the present
day.

Q: Kind of like a block party?






























































































































