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Winifred B i l e s  Sackey, February-April, 1974,  Galesburg, I l l i n o i s .  

Margaret Klusrneyer, Interviewer.  

Q. Mrs. Sackey, t e l l  u s  about your home, when you w e r e  a l i t t l e  g i r l ?  

A. My e a r l i e s t  r e c o l l e c t i o n  of my home was a five-room house, two 

bedrooms, n o t  very b i g ,  a l i v i n g  room--what we c a l l e d  a s i t t i n g  

room--and t h e  k i t chen ,  o f f  the  k i t chen  was t h e  pantry.  We d id  no t  

have many of t h e  conveniences t h a t  we had l a t e r .  In  our  s i t t i n g  

room was a b i g  o l d  c o a l  h e a t i n g  s tove .  I n  t h e  k i t chen  was a gas 

s t o v e  and a cook s tove .  

Our l i g h t s  were by l m l i g h t .  We had what we c a l l e d  a gas j e t ,  

i n  t h e  k i t chen ,  and i f  Mother needed an e x t r a  l i g h t  over  by t h e  

s t o v e  she  would l i g h t  t h e  gas j e t .  

The summer I was f o u r ,  I remember q u i t e  w e l l ,  t h e r e  was a house 

be ing  moved o r  t o r n  down, and my f a t h e r  bought one room. That 

was put  on a foundat ion on t h e  south  s i d e  of our  house. One of 

t h e  windows which had been i n  t h e  s i t t i n g  room became t h e  door,  and 

t h a t  room w a s  d iv ided  i n t o  a small bath,a l i t t l e  e n t r y  way and a 

bedroom. That same summer we had i n s t a l l e d  furnace  h e a t ;  we had 

running water ,  we had a sewer, bathroom and e l e c t r i c i t y ,  all a t  

t h e  same time. 

P r i o r  t o  t h a t  we had had, o u t s i d e  the back door,  a smal l  bu i ld ing  
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i n  which we  kept  t h e  c o a l  f o r  t h e  s toves  and k indl ing .  A t  t h e  sou th  

s i d e  of t h e  l o t  was t h e  pump, where we got  a l l  our  dr inking  water-- 

a l l  t h e  water  we used,  i n  fact--and c l e a r  ou t  on t h e  back, on the  

n o r t h  s i d e  of t h e  l o t  was t h e ,  s h a l l  we say ,  t h e  r e s t  room? 

It was a  ca se  of anytime you used water ,  you c a r r i e d  i t  i n ,  and you 

c a r r i e d  i t  out .  You c a r r i e d  i n  coa l ,  you c a r r i e d  out  ashes.  It 

w a s  ou t s ide  inconveniences,  t o  say  t h e  l e a s t ,  bu t  t h a t  summer we 

had a l l  t h e s e  th ings  done. 

The next  summer--I be l i eve  i t  was t h e  next  year--my f a t h e r  had a 

c i s t e r n  dug, s o  we had s o f t  water ,  and we were among t h e  e l i t e ;  

we had a  pump, i n  t h e  k i t chen  a t  t h e  s i n k ,  and we could have s o f t  

water  i n  the ki tchen .  That way w e  used t h e  s o f t  water  f o r  d i shes  

and f o r  shampoos and washing f a c e s ,  and t h a t  s o r t  of thing.  We 

a l s o  had a  pump i n  t h e  basement, s o  t h a t  Mother could have s o f t  

water t o  do t h e  laundry. 

W e  had no i n s u l a t i o n ,  no s torm windows o r  doors ,  and t h e  no r th  

winds r e a l l y  c h i l l e d  t h e  place o f f  p r e t t y  much i n  t h e  winter t ime.  

We had a  r e f r i g e r a t o r ;  I c a n ' t  remember  when w e  d i d n ' t  have i t ,  

b u t  i t  w a s n k  a r e f r i g e r a t o r  a s  we know i t  now, i t  was an  icebox. 

It w a s  a wooden ches t  a f f a i r ,  l i n e d  wi th  z inc ,  and in su la t ed .  

Ours opened a t  t h e  top ,  and t h e  i c e  would be put  i n  t h e  top  of the  

r e f r i g e r a t o r ,  then  t h a t  door was closed.  There was a  door on t h e  

bottom, and t h r e e  she lves  i n  which we kept  t h e  food t o  keep i t  cold.  

Of course we d i d n ' t  u se  i c e  i n  t h e  winter t ime.  It was f o o l i s h  t o  

buy c o a l  a n d ' i t e  a t  t h e  same t i m e ,  s o  we j u s t  had i t  i n  the  s u m e r -  

time. There i s  an i c e  company j u s t  a few blocks west of 
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where w e  l i v e d ,  and they  made a r t i f i c i a l  i c e .  

The iceman came wi th  a wagon and a team of horses ,  about t h r e e  t imes 

a week, and we would have a card--Mother had a b i g  yellow card 

about a f o o t  square--and i n  each corner  was numbered, 25, 50, 75, o r  

100, and you would p u t  t h e  number up, denot ing t h e  amount of i c e  you 

wanted. For i n s t ance ,  i f  you wanted a 75 pound chunk of ice ,  you'd 

put  75 up, and t h e  man would b r i n g  it i n .  

He had a l e a t h e r  cape, almost on h i s  back and he would c a r r y  t h e  i c e  

on t h a t ,  then when he  de l ive red  t h e  i c e ,  he would upend t h e  bottom 

p a r t  of t h e  cape and dump out  t h e  water ,  t h a t  had melted i n  Erm t h e  

i c e .  Of course i t  was a l o t  of fun t o  go out  t o  t h e  i c e  t r u c k  and 

s n i t c h  a l i t t l e  p i ece  of i c e  whi le  he was d e l i v e r i n g  i t .  T h e ~ e m a s  

a family t h a t  lived next  door t o  us ,  and t h e  f a t h e r ,  an  e l d e r l y  unc le ,  

who l i v e d  wi th  them, and a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  of t h e  sons a l l  de l ive red  i c e ,  

and t h e  l a s t  one of t hose  was Eddie, and he passed away j u s t  about s ix  

months ago. Eddie was our  iceman f o r  many yea r s ,  and h i s  f a t h e r  was 

before  him. Of course  of l a t e  yea r s ,  Eddie de l ive red  commercraily, 

t o  commercial es tab l i shments ,  bu t  I can remember when Eddie brought t h e  

ice t o  our  house. 

This  i c e  would m e l t ,  and under t h e  i c e  box always had t o  b e  a pan t o  

ca t ch  t h e  mel t ing  ice, and i f  t h e  pan wasn't  emptied promptly, i t  

would overflow. My b r o t h e r  had a b r i l l i a n t  idea .  We d id  no t  have 

l inoleum on our  f l o o r ,  o r  t i l e ,  such as w e  have nowadays, s o  he 

marked t h e  p l ace  where t h i s  d r ipp ing  would occur ,  then  he moved the 

icebox t o  one s i d e  and took a brace  and b i t  and bored a h o l e  i n  t h e  

f l o o r .  He took a smal l  funnel  and pu t  i n  t h a t ,  then  rep laced  t h e  
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icebox over  t h e  funnel .  Down i n  t h e  basement, under t h e  funnel  he 

sat a tub ,  s o  we d i d n ' t  have t h e  job of emptying t h e  i c e  pan more 

than  about once a week, and Mother q u i t e  f r equen t ly  would u s e  t h a t  

water  a s  p a r t  of h e r  r i n s e  water ,  because they  made i c e  wi th  ammonia, 

and t h a t  ammonia made a wonderful s o f t  water  f o r  r i n s i n g  t h e  c l o t h e s  

on wash day. 

Q. Which b r o t h e r  w a s  t h i s ,  now? 

A. My o l d e r  one, Terry. 

Q. There is one t h i n g  we don ' t  have. W e  don ' t  have t h e  d a t e  t h a t  you 

were born? 

A. Oh! My goodness! I was born a t  10:20 i n  t h e  morning on Thursday, 

August t h e  t h i r d ,  1911, s o  i f  I an no t  t oo  f a r  wrong 1 am something 

l i k e  62 yea r s ,  6 months, and 6 days. 

Q. I thought we should have t h a t  f o r  t h e  record.  

A. W e l l ,  yes .  I n  t h e  wintertime--as I s a i d ,  we d i d n ' t  buy i c e  and c o a l  

a t  t h e  same time--so i n  t h e  win te r ,  my o l d e r  b ro the r ,  aga in  concocted 

a box. He wasn ' t  o r i g i n a l  i n  t h i s  because many people did t h e  same 

th ing .  He  had a box, a wooden one, which you can ' t  f i n d  very  m y  of 

qnymore, and he covered i t  w i t h  t aspaper .  H e  fas tened  t h a t  up wi th  

braces  a t  t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  of t h e  pant ry  window, and t h a t  was our  win te  

iceliax. We could set t h e  eggs and the b u t t e r  and t h e  m i l k  and th ings  

ou t  t he re .  O f  course,  i f  i t  got  t oo  co ld ,  you couldn ' t  pu t  the eggs 

out  there, they would f r e e z e ;  many a time, my mother would put  a bot- 

t l e  of mi lk  out  t h e r e  a t  n i g h t ,  and i n  t h e  morning t h e  m i l k  would 
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have frozen,  and pushed t h e  l i d  c l e a r  up, about two inches  above 

t h e  milk L g o t t l g .  But i t  d i d  se rve  as a very  good win te r  icebox, 

j u s t  l e t t i n g  Mother Nature cool  t h ings  o f f .  

Mother had a hand powered washing machine be fo re  we had e l e c t r i c i t y ,  

and then she  had t h e  e l e c t r i c  machine, b u t  be fo re  t h a t  i t  was hand 

powered, o r  she  scrubbed on t h e  board, which was not  t h e  e a s i e s t  

t h i n g  t o  do. I can remember when she  used what they  c a l l e d  "sad iron$' 

j u s t  t h e  p l a i n  i r o n  t h a t  they  would hea t  on t h e  s tove ,  and a t t a c h  a 

handle,  and use  t h a t  t o  i r o n  t h e  c lo thes .  

At one time, Mother had what t hey  c a l l e d  a "gas i ron".  I a m  n o t  

s u r e  j u s t  how i t  worked, bu t  t h e r e  w a s  a long cord,  and t h a t  cord 

would a t t a c h  t o  t h e  bag burner  on t h e  s tove .  That was l i g h t e d ,  and 

t h e  h e a t  would somehow h e a t  t h e  i ron .  One of our neighbors had one 

j u s t  l i k e  i t .  One i r o n  went haywire and one cord burned o u t ,  s o  t h i s  

neighbor came over,  and s a i d  t o  my dad, "Bert, why don ' t  you put  one 

cord on t h e  o t h e r  i r o n ,  and your wife and I w i l l  have one good i r o n  

between us?" Dad looked a t  i t  a minute, and he s a i d ,  "Hand it  over  

t o  t h e  wi fe ,  I couldn ' t  do it." My dad was no t  handy wi th  t o o l s ,  

and Mother could fix anything. Mother f i xed  i t ,  and between them 

they  had one good i r o n ,  and t h a t  l a s t e d  u n t i l  we f i n a l l y  had an 

e l e c t r i c  i r o n .  

When w e  first had e l e c t r i c i t y  pu t  i n  there were no w a l l  plugs o r  

o u t l e t s .  A l l  t h e  l i g h t s  were j u s t  a s i n g l e  dangly l i g h t  from t h e  

c e i l i n g .  Mother had been i n  t h e  h a b i t ,  of course  of reading by 

lampl ight ,  a kerosene lamp, o r  darn ing  socks i s  what she  usua l ly  
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d i d  of an evening. When we f i r s t  had t h e  e l e c t r i c i t y  put  i n ,  I 

remember she  s a i d ,  "oh, I j u s t  wish I could p u l l  t h a t  l i g h t  back 

down he re ,  where i t  belongs." It was up high,  and she  wasnLt used 

t o  it. 

W e  had q u i t e  a l o t  of t r o u b l e  wi th  e l e c t r i c i t y  a t  f i r s t ,  I don ' t  

know i f  i t  was a power f a i l u r e  o r  t h e  l i n e s  would g e t  tangled  up 

o r  something, and t h e  l i g h t s  would be ou t  f o r  a while.  My uncle  

used t o  s ay ,  "A f i s h  went through t h e  dam," b u t  I never  be l ieved  

t h a t .  This  one t ime,  I t h i n k  i t  was an  i c e  s torm and t h e  l i n e s  

w e r e  down f o r  s e v e r a l  days. You remember w e  have had some t e r r i f i c  

i c e  storms around he re ;  and we had t o  r e s o r t  t o  t h e  kerosene lamp. 

A f t e r  about t h e  f i r s t  evening, Mother s a i d ,  "I wish I could push t h i s  

l i g h t  back up t h e r e  where t h e  e l e c t r i c  one was." So it depends a 

whole l o t  on what you g e t  used to .  

One t h i n g  t h a t  was very  important  i n  our  home was t h e  sewing machine 

because Mother made a l l  of h e r  own c l o t h e s ,  and she  sewed f o r  a l l  

fou r  of u s  ch i ld ren .  There was q u i t e  a humorous account of t h e  f i r s t  

pair of rompers t h a t  she  and my aunt  made f o r  t h i s  o lde r  b ro the r  of 

mine, and they  got  t h e  pan t s  upsidedown. They had a l o t  of laughs 

over t h a t ,  b u t  she  bought a t r e a d l e  sewing machine from Sears  and 

Roebuck, and i t  w a s  s e n t  from Chicago t o  Galesburg, and f o r  f r e i g h t  

and a l l ,  c a s t  of t h e  machine and every th ing ,  i t  came t o  $13.98. Now 

match t h a t  one i f  you can. 

We had b i g  gardens, and Mother r a i s e d  a l o t  of t h e  food, t h e  f r u i t  

and s o  f o r t h  t h a t  w e  used. We had f i v e  b i g  cher ry  t r e e s  and two 
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or  t h r e e  peach t r e e s ,  an app le  t r e e ,  s t r awber r i e s ,  rhubarb and grapes.  

And a s  I s a i d ,  Mother r a i s e d  vegetab les ,  most of which were canned 

f o r  w in te r  use.  We had corn and beans, l ima beans, peas, tomatoes, 

and of course  she  had l e t t u c e  and asparagus and rad ishes .  

The bu i ld ing  t h a t  we had used f o r  c o a l  and wood, be fo re  we had t h e  

furnace  put  i n ,  was moved t o  t h e  back of t h e  l o t  i n  among t h e  cher ry  

t r e e s ,  and then Mother r a i s e d  chickens. And we had our own eggs u n t i l ,  

a long about 1928 o r  1929 i n  t h e  wfnter ,  one morning--Sunday--she went 

out  t o  feed  t h e  chickens and t h e r e  w e r e  no chickens. There had been 

e ighteen  hens s t o l e n  i n  t h e  n igh t .  Dad c a l l e d  t h e  p o l i c e ,  and they  

came. One man. Because of t h e  l i g h t  snow on t h e  ground he  was a b l e  

t o  t r a c k ,  and he followed t h e  f o o t s t e p s  a l l  t h e  way over  t o  Lombard 

College t o  one of t h e  f r a t e r n i t y  houses,  bu t  he  would not  go i n  by 

h imsel f ,  s o  he went back and he c a l l e d  f o r  reinforcements .  By t h e  

t i m e  t h e  two men re turned  t o  t h e  f r a t e r n i t y  house, t h e r e  was no s i g n  

of any chickens,  but  Mother decided r i g h t  then and t h e r e  she  w a s  no t  

going t o  r a i s e  chickens f o r  somebody e l s e ' s  b e n e f i t .  So t h a t  ended 

t h e  chicken bus iness ,  bu t  she  had r a i s e d  chickens, s e t  t h e  eggs, and 

we had chickens a l l  dur ing  t h e  t ime w e  were growing up. 

Q. What about o t h e r  t h ings  you had t o  e a t ?  What o t h e r  foods d i d  you 

have? 

A. Many people canned chickens and beef and pork. Mother d i d n ' t  have 

access  t o  much of t h a t ,  except  t h e  chickens, and up t o  t h e  t ime t h e s e  

were s t o l e n  she  had f r e s h  chickens,  anytime s h e  wanted. 

The only time we could have l e t t u c e ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  w a s  i n  t h e  summer- 

t i m e .  There weee no f rozen  foods, we hadn ' t  many of t h e  th ings  t h a t  



Winifred Hi l e s  Sackey 

you f i n d  i n  t h e  grocery s t o r e s  now, they  j u s t  were not  availablie,  

except during t h e  summertime. 

We had many a meal, f o r  i n s t a n c e  a t  suppertime, of corn meal mush o r  

f r i e d  mush, s c rapp le ;  Mother used t o  make a graham mush, w i th  graham 

f l o u r  t h a t  was very  good. We had homemade vegetab le  soup, and Mother 

never  put  c a r r o t s  i n  i t ,  because s h e  d i d n ' t  l i k e  c a r r o t s .  The r e s t  

of us  d i d ,  bu t  s h e  d i d n ' t  s o  we d i d n ' t  g e t  c a r r o t s .  

I have no t i ced  l a t e l y ,  i n  t h e  grocery s t o r e s ,  t h e  k inds  of c e r e a l s .  

Our c e r e a l s  were very  l imi t ed .  We had corn f l a k e s ,  both ~ e l l o g g ' s  

and P o s t ' s ,  grape nu t s ,  shredded wheat, cream of wheat, cream of r i c e  

and oatmeal. That ' s  t h e  kind of oatmeal you cook f o r  twenty minutes 

o r  so ,  none of t h e  i n s t a n t  s t u f f .  I no t i ced  an  a r t i c l e  i n  t h e  paper 

no t  t o o  long ago, say ing  t h e r e  were something l i k e  66 o r  70 d i f f e r e n t  

k inds  of ce rea l s .  I n  my day w e  had six.  Quite  a change. 

My grandparents  l i v e d  on a farm--my f a t h e r ' s  parents--and everytime 

they  butchered,  which was i n  t h e  win te r ,  we always had a f i v e  pound 

bu&et of homemade sausage t h a t  my grandmother would f i x  and send 

t o  us. My dad d i d n ' t  go hunt ing,  but sometimes somebody would g ive  

him rabbips  o r  s q u i r r e l  and we would have those.  H e  would buy wi ld  

duck o r  geese,  once i n  a whi le ,  bu t  beef ,  pdrk and chicken was t h e  

u s u a l  meat. W e  always had turkey  a t  Christmastime. 

I remember when we f i r s t  s t a r t e d  g e t t i n g  oleomargarine, it was white.  

It looked l i k e  l a r d ,  b u t  i t  tasted l i k e  b u t t e r .  You know, you eat 

p a r t l y  wi th  your eyes,  s o  t h e  uncolored o l eo  was very unappet iz ing ,  

bu t  t h e r e  was a l i t t l e  yel low capsule ,  a l i t t l e  g e l a t i n e  capsule  
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f i l l e d  wi th  a s o r t  of orangy colored l i q u i d ,  and you would s o f t e n  

t h e  margarine and m i x  t h a t  i n  and stir i t  i n ,  and it looked p r e t t y  

good. It t a s t e d  very  much l i k e  t h e  margarine t h a t  we g e t  today, 

bu t  you d i d  have t o  go t o  t h e  t r o u b l e  of co lo r ing  i t .  

I had an aunt  who thought i t  w a s  just a l i t t l e  beneath h e r  t o  u se  

margarine. She j u s t  couldn ' t  s t and  t h e  t a s t e  of margarine. One time 

we w e r e  a t  another  a u n t ' s ,  and they  had mixed up t h e  margarine very ,  

very c a r e f u l l y  and colored i t  very evenly,  and she  had an  o ld  butter 

ca r ton ,  and she  packed t h e  margarine i n t o  t h e  b u t t e r  car ton .  Whkn it 

came t i m e  f o r  t h e  meal, she  s a i d ,  "Bertha, w i l l  you ge t  ou t  t h e  b u t t e r ? '  

And Aunt Bertha go t  out  t h e  b u t t e r ,  and she  a t e  i t ,  and thought no th ing  

of i t .  She thought i t  was b u t t e r  because it w a s  i n  a b u t t e r  ca r ton .  

( l augh te r )  It w a s  a l o t  of fun t o  t e a s e  around. 

A s  I s a i d ,  Mother canned a l o t  of t h ings .  She always canned rhubarb, 

and we made ou r  own grape j u i c e  and grape j e l l y .  Sometimes she  j u s t  

canned grapes.  We had an asparagus bed and she  canned b e e t s ;  w e l l ,  

a l l  t h e  vege tab le s  t h a t  you u s u a l l y  f i n d  i n  t h e  garden, except  s h e  

couldn ' t  very  w e l l  can  l e t t u c e .  Parsn ips  she  always l e f t  ou t  u n t i l  

i n  t h e  winter ,  when they had frozen.  Slle s a i d  they  were b e t t e r  t h a t  

way. O f  coume,  I don ' t  l i k e  parsn ips ,  s o  they  never  d i d  t a s t e  good 

t o  m e  b u t  they  d i d  t o  he r .  We always had t u r n i p s  t o  s t o r e  away, and 

t h a t  s o r t  of th ing .  J u s t  t h e  foods t h a t  anybody e l s e  had, I suppose. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  what t h e  grocery s t o r e s  were l i k e  when you were a 

l i t t l e  g i r l ?  

A. Yes, a s  I mentioned, t h e  v a r i o u s  k inds  of c e r e a l s  t h a t  w e  have now, 

as compared t o  what w e  had then.  A t  t h e  grocery s t o r e  where w e  
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t raded  they  d i d  no t  have a meat market. They had some lunch meats, 

and t h a t  s o r t  of t h i n g ,  b u t  t h e r e  was a meat market next  door. Some 

of t h e  o t h e r  grocery s t o r e s  I know, had meat markets i n  conjunct ion 

wi th  t h e i r  s t o r e ,  no t  i n  t h e  s t o r e  i t s e l f ,  bu t  r i g h t  next .  You re- 

member ~ u l t g r e n ' s ?  

A t  Olson's Grocery where we t raded,  t h e  meat market was ac ros s  t h e  

a l l e y .  I n  o rde r  t h a t  they  could make con tac t  w i th  t h e  meat market, 

they  had a w h i s t l e  tube,  a n  a i r  s h a f t ,  t h a t  went down from one s t o r e ,  

ac ros s  under the a l l e y  and up i n t o  t h e  m e a t  market. When t h e  grocery 

wanted t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of t h e  m e a t  market man, they  would blow on t h a t  

p ipe ,  and t h e r e  was a small pe r fo ra t ed  l i d  on t h e  end of t h e  p ipe ,  and 

a s  h e  blew through t h a t ,  i t  made a ' w h i s t l e .  Then t h e  meat market man 

would open up t h e  l i d  t h a t  had the hole i n  t h e  c e n t e r ,  and say,  "What?" 

The grocer  would r e l a y  t h e  o rde r ,  what he  wanted, and by t h e  t ime some- 

one from the  g r o c e r y - s t o r e  went over t o  t h e  meat market, t h e  meat was 

a l r eady  packaged and ready t o  be s e n t  ou t  on t h e  grocery order .  

The grocery s t o r e s  de l ive red  a l l  t h i n g s  a t  t h a t  time. Our grocer  

de l ive red  t h r e e  t i m e s  a day dur ing  t h e  week and f o u r  t imes on Saturday. 

A t  t h a t  t ime t h e r e  was very  l i t t l e  t h a t  was prepackaged. Rice, f l o u r  

and s a l t ;  a few th ings  l i k e  t h a t .  I f  you bought sugar  i n  a 25-pound 

bag i t  was packaged i n  a c l o t h  bag. Other than  t h a t ,  i t  would be 

neighed out .  

W e  had salmon and tuna ,  mackerel; no spam, o r  anything of t h a t  s o r t .  

Oysters ,  f o r  i n s t ance ,  were always s o l d  i n  bulk. I f  you remember 

walking p a s t  Olson 's  on t h e  way t o  school ,  i n  t h e  win ter t ime,  they  
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had a b i g  keg-llke con ta ine r  t h a t  was i ced ,  and sat outs ide .  I n  

t h e  cold weather,  and wi th  t h e  i c e  underneath i t ,  t h e  o y s t e r s  were 

nice and f r e s h ,  and n i c e  and co ld ,  and i t  would be dipped i n t o  a 

l i t t l e  cardboard i c e  cream bucket ,  w i th  a wire  handle on i t ,  when 

you ordered your oys t e r s .  

A t  Olson's Grocery, t h e r e  w a s  t h e  grocery s t o r e ,  t hen  t h e r e  was 

t h e  a l l e y ,  then  C h a r l i e  Artz '  meat market, then  t h e r e  was Duff ' s  

Drugstore,  then  ~ u n c a n ' s  barber  shop, then  Obie ~ r a f f ' s  shoe re- 

p a i r .  Do you remember t h a t  block? Beyond t h a t  was t h e  C h r i s t i e  

Coal Company. And now, t h e  grocery s t o r e  and t h e  C h r i s t i e  Co~lLCmpany 

a r e  a l l  t h a t  a r e  l e f t ,  because t h e  r e s t  has  been taken over i n t o  

park ing  l o t .  

One of t h e  t h i n g s  I remember about t h e  grocery s t o r e s  a t  t h a t  t i m e  

was t h a t  every th ing ,  and I mean everything,  c losed  on Sunday. Do 

you remember you couldn ' t  run t o  t h e  c o m e r  market? Once i n  a wh i l e  

a grocer  would be open maybe u n t i l  t e n  o 'c lock  i n  t h e  morning, bu t  

it  was very  r a r e ,  and many t imes h i s  t r a d e  dropped o f f  because people 

thought he  ought t o  go t o  church, l i k e  they  did.  

W e  d id  n o t  g e t  milk i n  a b o t t l e  a t  t h e  s t o r e ,  u sua l ly .  Milk was 

de l ive red  by a milkman. The one we had was a Newcamer, from up by 

North Henderson. M.D. Newcomer, S r .  w a s  t h e  one who de l ive red  our  

milk. 

Mother had a ga l lon  milk bucket--milk p a i l ,  you know, wi th  t h e  re- 

moveable lid--and M r .  Newcomer would come and he would pour t h e  mi lk  
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from h i s  con ta ine r  i n t o  b other's, ou t  on t h e  f r o n t  porch. Pas teur iza-  

t i o n ,  homogenization; abso lu t e ly  unknown, but  t h a t  i s  t h e  way we 

bought our  milk f o r  a good many yea r s .  Then even tua l ly  they  got s o  

they  had t h e  b o t t l e d  milk i n  t h e  s t o r e s ,  and now, of course,  i t  i s  

car tons .  

Another t h i n g  I remember--this doesn ' t  exac t ly  come under grocery 

s t o r e s ,  and y e t  it  is about food, t o  a c e r t a i n  ex t en t .  Do you 

remember "~anana Joe?" H e  w a s ,  I be l i eve ,  I t a l i a n  and he had a push- 

c a r t  t h a t  he pushed up and down t h e  s t r e e t .  1 don ' t  remember h i m  

s e l l i n g  vegetab les ,  it was mostly f r u i t s ,  and he would walk down t h e  

street, "Banano! ~anano!"  poor Joe  made h i s  l i v i n g  i n  t h a t  way. 

We a l s o  had i c e  cream wagons t h a t  went up and down t h e  s t r e e t s  i n  

t h e  summertime, and you could buy i c e  cream cones. They were b r i g h t l y  

colored wi th  gay l i g h t s ,  and drawn by one horse ,  and i t  was q u i t e  a 

t r e a t  t o  g e t  an  i c e  cream cone f r o m  t h e  i c e  cream man. 

There w a s  a l s o  a popcorn wagon, and a ho t  tamale wagon t h a t  made t h e  

rounds a t  one time. You could no t  buy i c e  cream i n  a s t o r e  because 

they  j u s t  d i d n ' t  keep i t  i n  t h e  s t o r e s .  They d i d n ' t  have t h a t  t y p e  

of r e f r i g e r a t i o n  a t  t h a t  t ime,  bu t  t hey  had s e v e r a l  s t o r e s  downltown, 

I c e  cream p a r l o r s  they  were c a l l e d .  The one I remember t h e  b e s t ,  t h e  

one we went t o  t h e  most, was But t e r i ck ' s .  

B u t t e r i c k ' s  had t h e i r  own homemade candy and t h e i r  own homemade i c e  

cream. There was another  one f u r t h e r  down t h e  s t r e e t ,  on t h e  n o r t h  

s i d e ,  owned and operated by a.man who was a n a t i v e  of Greece, and 

it was c a l l e d  "The Olympia Confectionary." About two b locks  sou th  
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of Main S t r e e t ,  a c r o s s  from t h e  pos t  o f f i c e ,  and j u s t  a block from 

t h e  h igh  school  w a s  a high school  young people ' s  hangoat,  ha all's 

Candy Kitchen." They had some of t h e  most deiicrZous homemade candies .  

Then, l a t e r  on, t h e r e  w a s  t h e  "Karmelkorn Candy shop" down on East  

Main S t r e e t .  They d i d n ' t  have t h e  i c e  cream, but  they had homemade 

candies  and t h e  karmelkom, so  t h e r e  were many th ings  t o  buy i n  s t o r e s ,  

bu t  they were q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  from what t hey  are today. 

The day I went t o  have my eyes examined t h e  f i r s t  time--1 had been 

having t rouble-- the doc to r  t o l d  me t h a t  t h e r e  i s  noth ing  i n  t h e  world 

t h a t  would cause any eye headache f a s t e r  C h a g  chocola te ,  s o  I was 

no t  t o  touch chocola te  f o r  a t  l e a s t  a month. That w a s  q u i t e  a punish- 

ment f o r  me. A f t e r  t h e  examination was over,  w e  went down t o  E u t t e r i c k ' s  

t o  g e t  some i c e  cream. I had always had a chocola te  sundae, t h a t  w a s  

my f a v o r i t e .  Mother s a i d ,  "Doctor s a i d  you cannot have chocolate." 

Well, what e l s e  w a s  t h e r e ?  F i n a l l y  I s e t t l e d  f o r  a marshmallow sundae, 

i f  you can t h i n k  of anything much more gooey than  t h a t ,  bu t  I had t o  

wean myself away from chocolate .  And t o  t h i s  day i f  I f i n d  I am get- 

t i n g  an eye headache, i f  I have been e a t i n g  t o o  much chocola te ,  I j u s t  

have t o  c u t  back f o r  a whi le  because i t  w i l l  s t i l l  a f f e c t  me t o  a 

c e r t a i n  ex t en t .  

We d i d  have t o  g e t  i c e  cream at  one s t o r e ,  and we went t o  t h e  bakery 

f o r  bread and we went t o  t h e  meat: market f o r  meat, and t h a t  s o r t  of 

th ing .  We bought a l o t  of t h ings  a t  t h e  grocery s t o r e ,  bu t  t h e r e  

were a l o t  of things t h a t  you could n o t  buy a t  a grocery s t o r e ,  t h a t  

you can buy now. You never would have thought of buying a broom o r  

f l y  spray  o r  something of t h a t  s o r t  i n  a grocery s t o r e ,  bu t  you bought 

g roce r i e s .  
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Q. Well, now t e l l  me, where would you buy a broom? I don' t  r e c a l l  

where people got  brooms? 

A. At a hardware s t o r e .  Remember when Dopp's had t h e i r  hardware s t o r e ?  

A l l  r i g h t ,  you'd go down t o  Dopp's. A l i t t l e  l a t e r  on, of course,  

they  began t o  have brooms. 

O f  course ,  t h e  s t o r e  t h a t  my uncle  had--my mother 's only s i s t e r - -  

they had a genera l  s t o r e ,  and they  had everything! You could buy 

brooms and barbed wire  and s t o v e  p ipe  and every th ing  i n  t h a t  s t o r e ,  

bu t  i t  was a gene ra l  s t o r e ,  you could buy yard goods, and s o  f o r t h .  

But when I was a c h i l d ,  i n  t h e  grocery s t o r e  h e r e ,  you bought g roce r i e s .  

Q. Did you in t end  t o  t e l l  me about your u n c l e ' s  gene ra l  s t o r e  some o t h e r  

t ime,  o r  would you l i k e  t o  t e l l  m e  about i t  now? 

A. I can t e l l  you now, if you want. The s t o x e  was loca t ed  i n  a l i t t l e  

town c a l l e d  Timewell, which i s  not  q u i t e  a hundred mi l e s  south  and west 

of here .  It i s  i n  Brown County, I l l i n o i s .  My unc le  owned t h i s  s t o r e  

f o r  many, many yea r s ,  and after he passed away, my aunt  r an  t h e  s t o r e  

f o r  s e v e r a l  years .  

He had a f u l l  l i n e  of g roce r i e s ,  he candled eggs, he t e s t e d  cream, 

he had hardware of a l l  kinds:  n a i l s  and barbed wi re ,  fenc ing ,  s t o v e  

p ipe ,  and s o  f o r t h .  He  had shoes and h a t s  and yard goods, c lo th ing ,  

and he  had some drugs,  e s p e c i a l l y  a f t e r  t h e  d rugs to re  l e f t  t h e  town, 

s o  it  was t r u l y ,  a gene ra l  s t o r e .  They had j u s t  about every th ing  t h a t  

you could imagine. 

This  small town never  d id  g e t  up over 275 popula t ion ,  and before  








































































































































































































































