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Charles Rude, Springfield, Illinois, November 6, 1980,

Henry Russel, Interviewer,

Q: Mr, Rude, when did you first join First Congregational Church?
A: It was in 1966.
Q: Had you been affiliated with any other churches before that time?

A No.

Q: Why did you join First Congregational Church?

A: Well, my wife had gone to the Congregational Church in the southern
Illinois community where we grew up. And I hadn't gone to any church,

S0 when we came to Springfield in 1955, she suggested that we start going
to the Congregational Church.,

Q: And what town was that in southern Illinois where you were from?

A: Cobdin.

Q: Who was the minister at First Congregational Church when you joined?

A: Dr, Myers.

Q: Are you able to recall any special qualities that he may have possessed
that appealed to you?

A: You mean to cause me to want to join the church?
Q: Possibly that or maybe others.

A: Well, I thought they were friendly. I thought that Dr. Myers was a
good minister. I1I'd say his sermons were appealing. 1 always enjoyed
them.

Q: 1In the early days of your membership, are there some events or activities
that stand out in your mind as being important to the life of the church?

A: The only thing that I can remember--because I had no office so I was
not familiar with the operation of the church at all--but one thing I
remember is the New England dinners. Seemed that everybody always had a
good time at those. And of course it was sort of a tradition at church.
It was so old. The building was old. Everything about it was old. I
think that was the one thing that stands out in my mind.
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Q: Speaking about New England dinners, Forefather's Day dinners have
been observed in our church for many, many years. Now you mentioned that
they were called New England dinners. Were you involved in the name
change from New England to Forefather's Day dinners?

A: No. But I'm quite sure that when we first came into the church they
were called New England dimmers. At least that's the name I knew them
by. When they started calling them Forefather's Day dinners was sometime
after that, I believe. Both names may have been used. I don't recall.

Q: Could you reminisce with us about the dinners in the old church at
Fifth and Edwards? Can you remember any of them? Were you able to
attend any of them when you were there?

A: I don't recall any there. Of course we came to Springfield in the
fall of 1955 and the church burned in the fall of 1956. I don't know
that we started going to the Congregational Church in 1955. It may have
been sometime in early 1956 or mid 1956 that we started going there. So
I don't know that I ever did attend a dinner there in the old building.

Q: Have there been any humorous incidents in your associations at church
that are recallable and repeatable that you'd like to share?

A: Humorous. (pause) No, I don't recall any that's outstanding.

Q: If I mention the date Monday, November 11, 1956 what comes to your
mind?

A: Well, I remember that date very vividly because I was working for the
government and it was Veteran's Day and I was at home, didn't have to
work that day. And I heard late in the day from the news reports that

the First Congregational Church had burned. And of course it was very

sad because it reminds me of another day that was very similar weatherwise
when a tornado came through here. But it was a shock, shock to everybody
I think, especially members of the church, people who knew the church
well.

Q: Did you go down to see the fire when you heard of it?

A:; No, no. I think as I recall I did not hear it until after dark imn
the evening when I heard it., I think maybe the fire occured five or six
o'clock that evening but I didn't hear about it until eight or nime
o'clock, probably on the newscast. But we didn't go down.

Q: Do you recall what your feelings were when you heard about the church
being on fire?

A: Oh yes. It was a shock to us. We weren't old members to the church
but we knew several people in the church. And we felt a definite loss.

I wondered about the survival of the church without a building. That was
my first thought. And from what I had heard on the radio it was a complete
loss. I wondered too about insurance, whether we had insurance, because

I wasn't familiar with the church at all, I didn't know how they were
fixed finmancially. I had never held an office or knew anything about

that end of it at all.
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Q: Do you remember any conversations with others and how they felt about
the church?

A: Oh, I don't remember any conversations specifically, But I do remember
that people were as shocked as we were. I mean people were just in a
state of shock over the loss of the church building.

Q: Was the cause of the fire ever discovered?

A: I heard that a young boy twelve or fourteen years old had sneaked in
and set it. That's what I heard, I've heard comments from other members
of the church. I think the consensus was that they didn't want to take
any action. They felt that it was just a very unfortunate experience and
that the young boy must be pitied rather than punished. And maybe he had
certain problems that they should be taken care of. But it didn't seem
that anybody wanted to prosecute him. I never heard anybody say anything
like that.

Q: Was anything salvaged from the fire?

A: Very little. There may have been a few chairs or tables or something.
Pictures or something carried out. But what was salvaged was of a very
minor nature. They may have gotten out some silverware or certain things
which they used in communion service or something like that, But very
few things.

Q: Did you help in some of the salvage work?
A: No.

Q: Were many offers extended to our church for use of facilities while
we were without a building?

A: I don't know if there were many. I remember one very important offer
and that was the one offered by the Jewish members. The one that was
most outstanding in my mind. I never knew until then that there was such
close relationship between our church and the Jewish community until
then. And of course, I have a great respect for the Jewish people too
because actually they're the ones that gave us our religion. So I feel I
have some very good relationships with the Rabbi. I've contacted him on
a few occasions.

Q: Do you remember why Temple B'Rith Sholom was chosen?

A: No. I didn't have anything to do with that. I think that the reason
it was chosen was because of the good relationship between Dr. Myers and
the Rabbi.

Q: Well the very next Sunday after the fire our congregation had its

services at Temple B'Rith Sholom. What was that morning like do you
remember?

A: Well no doubt I went because we were going to church every Sunday at
that time. I don't remember that particular Sunday. I do remember
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attending church there., It seemed different, entirely different. We

were among strange surroundings. Being in a synagogue, too, is completely
foreign to us. I remember that. But I don't remember the Sunday in
particular,

Q: Do you remember if we paid for any of the services we used in the
Temple such as electricity, heat or janitorial services?

A: I don't believe we did. I think that we offered to. I1'm sure we
offered to reimburse them for expenses that we incurred because of our
being there. But as I recall they declined any of our offers. I could
be mistaken on that. But they were the best. I mean you couldn't have
asked for better cooperationmn.

Q: Were we allowed to use our Christian symbols at this Temple, such as
the cross or the Bible?

A: I'm sure we could. I don't recall them letting us put up the cross
or anything like that. I don't remember. It's been too far back. I'm
sure that they had no objections to us bringing our Bibles. They were
very cooperative.

Q: How did we show our appreciation to the Temple?

A: Well there was only one way that I remember, After our new church
was up and finished and completed, we moved into it. As I recall the
congregation raised a special contribution and a certain item was bought.
And I've forgotten what it was., Whatever it was, it was presented to the
synagogue.

Q: How soon after the shock of the fire did the congregation take steps
necessary to plan for the future?

A: Oh, immediately. That's one thing that I've always thought Dr. Myers
deserves a lot of credit for, because had he not shown good leadership
and a lot of drive at that time I think perhaps the church would have
sort of fallen apart and at least lost an awful lot of their members,

But Dr. Myers actually did an exceptionally fine job of holding the
congregation together and causing them to have a burning desire to put up
a new building. T don't think we could have had better leadership. Im
fact that's when his leadership really proved itself. I mean it came
out. If we had not had the good leadership that we did in Dr. Myers I
don't think the church would have survived as long as it has,

Q: I suppose one of the first major decisions was whether there would be
a rebuilding on the old site at Fifth and Edwards or a move somewhere
else, Can you share how this decision was reached?

A: I don't know. I don't know what committee had the responsibility. I
don't know whether we had a site committee or whether that decision was
made by the general committee. But I was on the finance committee and
I'm sure we did not make the decision regarding the site. At least I
don't remember if we did.
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Q: Do you remember if this decision took a long time to decide?

A: No., Everything was done in proper order and time. I thought that
the leadership in the church--Dr, Myers, of course, had the principle
responsibility. There's a lot of talent in that church and there's still
a lot of talent in that church. I don't know of any church anywhere that
has more talent than we have there. There's a lot of very intelligent
people there. And when things started rolling, they moved fast. Not too
fast but in an orderly fashion. And I think Hurshel Bartscht was the
chairman of the general committee or whatever they called it, general
chairman., And Hursh is a good administrator. Of course he worked closely
with Dr., Myers. And they put in a tremendous amount of hours. But it
was well organized., I thought they did a good job.

Q: And now might be appropriate to talk about finance and how fundraising
was involved. Did we have a fundraising organization come in to our
church for the new building?

A: Yes, Yes, we did. The finance committee had the respomnsibility of
making the decision regarding the use of fundraising organizations. And
that was discussed, whether or not we would engage a fundraising organization.
And most of the members of the finance committee were in favor of engaging

a fundraising organization., I personally, at first, was definitely

opposed to it. I could not understand why we should pay $5000 or $5500

to a fundraising organization just to go around and contact our own

people and raise the funds from our own members of the church. I couldn't
see that. But I was soon voted down. And I think perhaps it was proved

out to be a good idea because we did have an excellent firm. We interviewed
several firms before we finally concluded on one.

Q: As I understand it, you were a member of the finance committee. What
was your work like on this committee?

A: Well, of course, our responsibility was to see that we had sufficient
funds to do the things we set out to do. Now most of this money we had

in the form of insurance proceeds. If 1 remember correctly George Gardner——
he was in the insurance business back at that time-~I think he represented
Millers Mutual, one of the companies he represented. I believe Millers
Mutual had the policy. I don't remember. Somebody had talked to me just
the other day about that, how much it was. I believe it was for around
$220,000, But we had this money available. And we were trying to conclude
how much the church was going to cost us and where we were going to get

the balance. We questioned whether we could raise it all at one time.

If we couldn't, we were going to have to find out some place where we

could finance it. This was going to cost. I was very new in the church,
very new in Springfield and wasn't at all familiar with the operation of

the church. T thought I was a very poor selection for the finance committee,
And I think that the only reason that I was selected was because at that
time I was an internal revenue agent and they thought that I could advise
people regarding their income taxes. And maybe for that reason 1'd be an
asset on that committee., I don't know of any other reason.

Q: Did it require many meetings for the finance committee to do its
duty? Were there a lot of meetings?
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‘ A: Oh, yes. We had a meeting--the one who did most of the work after it
1 was proposed was Franklin Schlitt. I think Franklin Schlitt did an
¥ excellent job., He did all the paper work and he did as much work as all
the rest of the committee combined. Whatever time was necessary he did
it, He contributed that much time.

Q: Where were your meetings held because we didn't have a church building,
where did we have our meetings?

A: Our meetings, as 1 remember correctly, we had one meeting at the
Leland Hotel, But most of our meetings, as I remember, were in that
building that's on South Sixth Street and I think that the Telephone
Company has it now, I don't know the exact street that runs east and

‘ west at that point but it's on the east side of South Sixth Street,
1 rather modern building. Maybe the Telephone Company had it at that time.
I don't remember. But that's where we met most of the time.

Q: Are any members of that committee still members of the churxch?

A: Franklin Schlitt is still a member of the church. There's one gentleman,
I don't recall his name, but he worked for a finance company and he,

shortly after that, he was transferred to Denver, Colorado. And then

Mrs. Nelch, and I don't think she's living. Oh, I remember one other

one, The lady who lived out across from the church out there now, she

was on that committee, What's her name?

Q: You must mean Mrs. Wollanm.

A: Mrs. Wollan., That's right. She was an excellent selection I think.
She was a very knowledgeable person. I thought that was an excellent
choice. In fact, she and Franklin Schlitt were the two principle ones on
that finance committee, and I was just sort of going along for the ride.

Q: Did the congregation have to raise the total cost of the building in
its drive?

i1 A: No. First to begin, the cost of the church, building a new church,

‘ we already had in the bank in the form of insurance proceeds. And we
knew after the first two or three meetings of the finance committee, we
knew somewhere in the neighborhood how much it was going to cost. And we
knew it was far in excess, the difference between the insurance proceeds
and the cost of the new church was going to be far in excess of what we
could raise in any one year. We were hopeful of raising just as much as
we could so we would have to borrow as little as we could.

Q: Were there goals for individual performances during the fund drive
and were there any prizes given?

A: I don't think there was any prizes. We interviewed several of these
fundraising companies, representatives from these companies. And some of
them, I thought, made a dismal showing. I was surprised at how poorly

the representatives presented his company. The Demand Company, I think
that was the name of it, was represented by, I think, an ordained minister,
And we thought-~he impressed us. We thought that if his company operated
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as efficiently as he presented it, then that was the company we should
engage. In fact I remember when he came and talked to us he impressed me
to such a degree that was the first time that I concluded that we should
engage some professionals, fundraisers. Then the young man came. He was
very knowledgeable, very efficient, very skilled. And you could see that
‘ he was an experienced person in raising, conducting this kind of a campaign.
J And he could make some very good talks for the various groups. And I

3 remember one time after a talk, Dr. Myers followed him. Dr. Myers said
jokingly, "He has just stolen my Sunday sermon." But he had a lot of
gimmicks like reporting back at 9:09 in the evening. The thing is you
remember that, see 9:09 rather than saying be back at the church at nine
o'clock. He had a lot of gimmicks that you would see that they were very
experienced in conducting fund drives. And I thought they were very
successful. But I don't remember them giving any prizes.

Q: Was there a central theme or slogan used during the fund drive?

A: Dr., Myers had one. I don't know that I can recall it, But it seems

| to me it ran something like rising from ashes. 1 know the word ashes was
i in the theme, slogan that Dr. Myers adopted. I've forgotten just what it
was, But the word ashes was in it. Dr., Myers thought of it,

Q: Who was chosen as architects of the new building?
A: I can't recall the name.

Q: Do you remember why they were chosen?

A: No, I didn't have anything to do with that.

Q: What happened then to our money from our yearly fund drives that
would be used for maintenance on the old building? What happened to that
money that we had, like for budget?

A: I'm sure that some of it was made available to help in the construction
of the new church. We no doubt~-the finance committee no doubt took that
into consideration too. But that was such a minor part of the cost when
compared with the entire cost of the church and of course the net proceeds
we received from the insurance and the cost we were going to have to pay
for the lot, the new lot, on which the church was going to be built and

so on. I don't remember., It was a pretty insignificant figure. I don't
recall just how much it was or how it was handled,.

Q: Were there any special gifts given for the new building outside of
the ones from the members?

A: Oh yes. Yes. Of course the Post Chapel was used. That was one

! contribution and I think the organ was another. There were others. Some

5 of them were very substantial. And of course this was some of the things

i that we did not know about on the finance committee. We were——at our

! first meeting to be held, we discussed various members in the church and
wondered if our contacting the members would help in persuading them to

] make a substantial contribution. I remember even some people were mentioned

1 that were not members of the church but we knew were interested in the
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church. Like this lady, this Post was one. And I remember various—-gee
I was not familiar with the members of the church. But they had some
people on the finance committee who were. Franklin Schlitt, Mrs. Nelch
and Mrs. Wollan. They all knew members of the church, older members and
who were more influential and more successful financially. Various ones
were discussed and we even had certain people who contacted certain other
people in the church and had them to contact these others. We were sort
of working on our own personal fund drives too in addition to the other
professional fundraiser that was here.

Q: In April of 1957 when the architect's preliminary plans were presented,
were people in favor of the design?

A: There were some people that I heard that they didm't like certain
aspects, And I think the ones that--some of them were objecting to this
type of Interior that we have in the sanctuary. 1 personally thought, of
course, I thought small, I personally felt that I knew somewhere near the
cost, We had a gentleman in the church at that time who was an estimator
for the state of Illinois. And he kept reminding us that the cost of the
new church was going to be more than what we were saying it was going to
be. There was going to be an override. He kept repeating that. And I
believed him. I know that I was a small timer. I was thinking much
smaller than some of the other members of the finance committee and some
of the members of the church. And I remember distinctly that I wanted to
trim several things down. And I was probably wrong because I didn't know
inflation was going to take off the way it did. But I remember particularly
the kitchen, I thought we shouldn't spend so much money on the kitchen.
And I thought we had spent too much money on the lot and a few other
things.

Q: Do you remember if a vote was taken by the congregation on the new
building plans?

A: 1 don't know that there was a vote taken by the general congregation.
I think maybe that the general committee, the overall building committee
probably made the decision.

Q: Would you say our membership grew, stayed the same or declined during
the period we didn't have our own building?

A: I don't know as it grew. But I doubt seriously if it declined any.
And the person I think should have the credit for that is Dr. Myers. He
showed good leadership and a lot of energy during that period.

Q: Did you participate in the groundbreaking ceremonies on October 27,
1957 at Bates and Cherry?

A: No. I think we were gone during that period.

Q: Now I understand there was a shovel used for groundbreaking ceremonies.
Do you have any idea where that shovel is today?

A: 1 have no idea,
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Q: 1I've heard the expression "BF member." What does it mean?
A: That was before the fire. I was a BF member. Just barely.

Q: That still counts though. Within the total membership now would you
say that BF members are still fairly representative?

A: Well, I'd say that the B. F. members represent only about 10 percent.
That would be my guess. Very, very few.

Q: Did the old church at Fifth and Edwards have a pipe organ?
A: Don't remember,

Q: Would you say that, what you remember of it, does it compare to the
old one that we have now though?

A: You mean the organ?
Q: The organ.

A: Oh no. I don't think we had an organ down there at the old church
that was anything in the same league as the one we've got now,

Q: Do you feel the stained glass windows of the old church were outstanding?

A: Yes., Yes, That was the most fascinating thing I think. The old
church had an old design. 1 remember the entrance way particularly.
There were two stairs leading into the entrance way. And I remember the
basement was actually very poor down there, Pipes were showing and this
gets into the old construction. Our new church now is quite a contrast
to that.

Q: Do you miss not having but one stained glass window in our new facility?

A: Well, the stained glass windows we have now I think are more modern
and of course less extensive. They may be more costly but they're not as
elaborate as the stained windows that you'd like to have, Of course this
is a relatively small church and they couldn't afford really an extremely
expensive stained windows. Especially at prices today.

Q: On April 12, 1961 our congregation voted to affiliate with the United
Church of Christ. Was it hard to sell this idea to the congregation?

A: Well it wasn't hard for them to sell it to me. My wife and I both
liked that idea. And there no doubt were some in the church who objected
to it but as I recall there were very few, I think most of the people
were in favor of that.

End of Side One, Tape Omne
















