
Preface 

This manuscript i s  the  product of a tape recorded interview conducted by 
Henry Russel f o r  the  Oral History Office on November 6 ,  1980. Linda J e t t  
t ranscr ibed the  tapes  and T i m  Jones ed i t ed  the  t r a n s c r i p t .  M r .  Rude 
reviewed the  t r a n s c r i p t .  

M r .  Charles Rude was born i n  Buncombe, I l l i n o i s  i n  1916. He is a r e t i r e d  
employee of t h e  I n t e r n a l  Revenue Service. M r .  Rude joined the  F i r s t  
Congregational Church i n  1966. He served on the  f inance committee during 
t he  fund d r i v e  f o r  the  new building. M r .  Rude has served on the  church 
council ,  was chairman of the  Board of Deacons and was pres ident  of the  
men's fellowship. Recently he made an extensive tour  of the  Mid-east and 
has put together  a s l i d e  presenta t ion  of the  Holy Land t h a t  has been 
viewed by many people. A t  t he  t i m e  t h i s  interview was conducted, he was 
co-president of the  men's fellowship. 

Henry Russel i s  an employee of I l l i n o i s  B e l l  Telephone. He is a part-time 
s tudent  a t  Sangamon S t a t e  Universi ty majoring i n  History.  He has been 
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  h i s  own church's h i s t o r y  f o r  many years. H e  undertook t h i s  
p ro jec t  because he f e l t  t h a t  capturing h i s  church's h i s t o r y  by doing 
numerous interviews of people whose membership spans a period before t h e  
f i r e  of 1956 u n t i l  the present  t i m e  would g ive  the  l i s t e n e r  and reader a 
more comprehensive view of the  t o t a l i t y  of church membership. 

Readers of the  o r a l  h i s t o r y  memoir should bear i n  mind t h a t  i t  is a 
t r a n s c r i p t  of the  spoken word, and t h a t  the  interviewer,  n a r r a t o r  and 
e d i t o r  sought t o  preserve the  informal, conversat ional  s t y l e  t h a t  is 
inherent  i n  such h i s t o r i c a l  sources. Sangamon S t a t e  Universi ty i s  not  
responsible f o r  the  f a c t u a l  accuracy of the  memoir, nor f o r  views expressed 
there in ;  these  a r e  f o r  the  reader t o  judge. 

The manuscript may be read,  quoted and c i t e d  f r ee ly .  It may not be 
reproduced i n  whole o r  i n  p a r t  by any means, e l ec t ron ic  o r  mechanical 
without permission i n  wr i t ing  from the  Oral History Off ice ,  Sangamon 
S t a t e  University, Spr ingf ie ld ,  I l l i n o i s ,  62708. 



Charles Rude, Spr ingf ie ld ,  I l l i n o i s ,  November 6 ,  1980. 

Henry Russel, Interviewer.  

Q: M r .  Rude, when did you f i r s t  jo in  F i r s t  Congregational Church? 

A: It was i n  1966. 

Q: Had you been a f f i l i a t e d  with any o ther  churches before t h a t  time? 

A: No. 

Q: Why did  you j o i n  F i r s t  Congregational Church? 

A: Well, my wife had gone t o  the  Congregational Church i n  the  southern 
I l l i n o i s  community where we grew up. And I hadn't  gone t o  any church. 
So when we came t o  Spr ingf ie ld  i n  1955, she suggested t h a t  we s t a r t  going 
t o  the  Congregational Church. 

Q: And what town was t h a t  i n  southern I l l i n o i s  where you were from? 

A: Cobdin. 

Q: Who was the  minis ter  a t  F i r s t  Congregational Church when you joined? 

A: D r .  Myers. 

Q: Are you ab le  t o  r e c a l l  any s p e c i a l  q u a l i t i e s  t h a t  he may have possessed 
t h a t  appealed t o  you? 

A: You mean t o  cause m e  t o  want t o  jo in  the  church? 

Q: Possibly t h a t  o r  maybe o thers .  

A: Well, I thought they were f r i end ly .  I thought t h a t  D r .  Myers was a 
good minis ter .  I ' d  say h i s  sermons were appealing. I always enjoyed 
them. 

Q: In  the  e a r l y  days of your membership, a r e  the re  some events  o r  a c t i v i t i e s  
t h a t  stand out  i n  your mind a s  being important t o  the  l i f e  of the  church? 

A: The only thing t h a t  I can remember--because I had no o f f i c e  so  I was 
not  f ami l i a r  with the opera t ion  o f  t h e  church a t  all--but one th ing I 
remember is the  New England dinners.  Seemed t h a t  everybody always had a 
good time a t  those. And of course i t  was s o r t  of a t r a d i t i o n  a t  church. 
It was so old. The bui ld ing was old. Everything about i t  was o ld .  I 
th ink t h a t  was the  one th ing t h a t  s tands  out  i n  my mind. 
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Q: Speaking about New England d inners ,   oref father's Day d inne r s  have 
been observed i n  our  church f o r  many, many years .  Now you mentioned t h a t  
they were c a l l e d  New England d inners .  Were you involved i n  t h e  name 
change from New England t o  Fo re fa the r ' s  Day d inners?  

A: No. But I ' m  q u i t e  s u r e  t h a t  when we f i r s t  came i n t o  the  church they 
were c a l l e d  New England d inners .  A t  l e a s t  that's t h e  name I knew them 
by. When they s t a r t e d  c a l l i n g  them Fore fa the r ' s  Day d inne r s  was sometime 
a f t e r  t h a t ,  I be l i eve .  Both names may have been used. I don ' t  r e c a l l .  

Q :  Could you reminisce wi th  u s  about t h e  d i n n e r s  i n  t h e  o l d  church a t  
F i f t h  and Edwards? Can you remember any of them? Were you a b l e  t o  
a t t e n d  any of them when you were there?  

A: I don ' t  r e c a l l  any the re .  Of course  we came t o  Sp r ing f i e ld  i n  t h e  
f a l l  of 1955 and t h e  church burned I n  t h e  f a l l  of 1956. I don ' t  know 
t h a t  we s t a r t e d  going t o  t h e  Congregational Church i n  1955. It may have 
been sometime i n  e a r l y  1956 o r  mid 1956 t h a t  we s t a r t e d  going the re .  So 
I don ' t  know t h a t  I eve r  d id  a t t e n d  a d inner  t h e r e  i n  t h e  o ld  bui ld ing .  

Q: Have t h e r e  been any humorous i n c i d e n t s  i n  your a s s o c i a t i o n s  a t  church 
t h a t  are r e c a l l a b l e  and r epea t ab le  t h a t  you'd l i k e  t o  share?  

A: Humorous. (pause) No, I don ' t  r e c a l l  any t h a t ' s  outs tanding.  

Q: I f  I mention t h e  d a t e  Monday, November 11, 1956 what comes t o  your 
mind? 

A: Well, I remember t h a t  d a r e  very v i v i d l y  because I was working f o r  t h e  
government and i t  was v e t e r a n ' s  Day and I was a t  home, d i d n ' t  have t o  
work t h a t  day, And I heard l a t e  i n  t h e  day from t h e  news r e p o r t s  t h a t  
t h e  F i r s t  Congregational Church had burned. And of course  it w a s  very  
sad because i t  reminds m e  of another  day t h a t  was very s i m i l a r  weatherwise 
when a tornado came through here .  But i t  was a shock, shock t o  everybody 
I th ink ,  e s p e c i a l l y  members of t he  church, people who knew t h e  church 
w e l l .  

Q: Did you go down t o  see t h e  f i r e  when you heard of i t ?  

A: No, no. I t h i n k  as I r e c a l l  I d i d  n o t  hear  it  u n t i l  a f t e r  dark i n  
t h e  evening when I heard it. I t h i n k  maybe t h e  f i r e  occured f i v e  o r  s i x  
o 'c lock  t h a t  evening but  I d i d n ' t  hear  about  i t  u n t i l  e i g h t  o r  n i n e  
o 'c lock,  probably on t h e  newscast. But we d i d n ' t  go down. 

Q: Do you r e c a l l  what your f e e l i n g s  were when you heard about  t h e  church 
being on Eire? 

A: Oh yes. It was a shock t o  us. We weren't  o ld  members t o  t h e  church 
but we knew s e v e r a l  people i n  t h e  church. And we f e l t  a d e f i n i t e  l o s s .  
I wondered about t h e  s u r v i v a l  of t h e  church without  a bu i ld ing .  That was 
my f i r s t  thought.  And from what I had heard on t h e  r a d i o  i t  w a s  a complete 
l o s s .  I wondered too  about insurance,  whether we had insurance ,  because 
I wasn't f a m i l i a r  with t h e  church a t  a l l .  I d i d n ' t  know how they  were 
f ixed  f i n a n c i a l l y .  I had never he ld  an  o f f i c e  o r  knew anything about 
that end of i t  a t  all. 
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Q :  Do you remember any conversat ions with o the r s  and how they f e l t  about 
the  church? 

A: Oh, I don' t  remember any conversations s p e c i f i c a l l y .  But I do remember 
t h a t  people were a s  shocked a s  we were. I mean people were j u s t  i n  a 
s t a t e  of shock over the  l o s s  of the  church building.  

Q: Was the  cause of t h e  f i r e  ever  discovered? 

A: I heard t h a t  a young boy twelve o r  fourteen years  old had sneaked i n  
and s e t  it .  That 's  what I heard. I ' v e  heard comments from o the r  members 
of the  church. I th ink the  consensus was t h a t  they d idn ' t  want t o  take  
any ac t ion .  They f e l t  t h a t  it  was j u s t  a very unfortunate experience and 
t h a t  the  young boy must be p i t i e d  r a t h e r  than punished. And maybe he had 
c e r t a i n  problems t h a t  they should be taken ca re  o f .  But i t  d i d n ' t  seem 
t h a t  anybody wanted t o  prosecute him. I never heard anybody say anything 
l i k e  t h a t .  

Q: Was anything salvaged from the  f i r e ?  

A: Very l i t t l e .  There may have been a few c h a i r s  o r  t a b l e s  o r  something. 
P ic tu res  o r  something c a r r i e d  out.  But what was salvaged was of a very 
minor nature.  They may have got ten  out some si lverware o r  c e r t a i n  th ings  
which they used i n  communion se rv ice  o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  But very 
few things.  

Q: Did you help i n  some of the  salvage work? 

A: No. 

Q: Were many o f f e r s  extended t o  our church f o r  use of f a c i l i t i e s  while 
we w e r e  without a building? 

A: I don' t  h o w  i f  the re  were many. I remember one very important o f f e r  
and t h a t  was t he  one offered  by the  Jewish members. The one t h a t  was 
most outstanding i n  my mind. I never knew u n t i l  then t h a t  the re  was such 
c lose  r e l a t ionsh ip  between our church and the  Jewish community u n t i l  
then. And of course, I have a g rea t  respect  f o r  the  Jewish people too 
because a c t u a l l y  they ' re  the  ones t h a t  gave us our r e l ig ion .  So I f e e l  I 
have some very good re la t ionsh ips  with the  Rabbi. I ' v e  contacted him on 
a few occasions. 

Q: Do you remember why Temple B'Rith Sholom was chosen? 

A: No. I d idn ' t  have anything t o  do with t h a t .  I th ink  t h a t  the  reason 
it was chosen was because of the  good re la t ionsh ip  between D r .  Myers and 
the  Rabbi. 

Q: Well the  very next Sunday a f t e r  the  f i r e  our congregation had its 
se rv ices  a t  Temple B ' ~ i t h  Sholom. What was t h a t  morning l i k e  do you 
remember? 

A: Well no doubt I went because we were going t o  church every Sunday a t  
t h a t  time. I don ' t  remember t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  Sunday. I do remember 
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a t tending church there.  It seemed d i f f e r e n t ,  e n t i r e l y  d i f f e r e n t .  We 
were among s t range  surroundings. Being i n  a synagogue, too, i s  completely 
fore ign t o  us. I remember tha t .  But I don' t  remember t h e  Sunday i n  
p a r t i c u l a r .  

Q: Do you remember i f  we paid f o r  any of the  se rv ices  we used i n  the  
Temple such a s  e l e c t r i c i t y ,  hea t  or  j a n i t o r i a l  serv ices?  

A: I don' t  be l ieve  we did.  I th ink  t h a t  we  offered to .  I ' m  su re  we 
offered t o  reimburse them f o r  expenses t h a t  we incurred because of our  
being there.  But a s  I r e c a l l  they decl ined any of our o f f e r s .  I could 
be mistaken on t h a t .  But they were the  bes t .  I mean you couldn't  have 
asked f o r  b e t t e r  cooperation. 

Q: Were w e  allowed t o  use our Chr i s t i an  symbols a t  t h i s  Temple, such as 
the  c ross  o r  the  Bible? 

A: I ' m  sure  we could. I don' t  r e c a l l  them l e t t i n g  us put  up the  cross  
o r  anything like t h a t .  I don' t  remember. 1t 's been too f a r  back. I ' m  
s u r e  t h a t  they had no objec t ions  t o  us bringing our Bibles. They were 
very cooperative. 

Q: How did  we show our apprecia t ion  t o  the  Temple? 

A: Well the re  was only one way t h a t  I remember. After  our new church 
was up and f in ished and completed, we moved i n t o  it. A s  I r e c a l l  the  
congregation ra i sed  a s p e c i a l  cont r ibut ion  and a c e r t a i n  item was bought. 
And I 've  forgot ten  what i t  was. Whatever i t  was, i t  was presented t o  the  
synagogue. 

Q: How soon a f t e r  the  shock of the  f i r e  did the  congregation take s t e p s  
necessary t o  plan f o r  t h e  fu tu re?  

A: O h ,  immediately. That 's  one thing t h a t  1 've  always thought D r .  Myers 
deserves a l o t  of c r e d i t  f o r ,  because had he not  shown good leadership  
and a l o t  of d r i v e  a t  t h a t  time I th ink  perhaps the  church would have 
s o r t  of f a l l e n  a p a r t  and a t  l e a s t  l o s t  an awful l o t  of t h e i r  members. 
But D r .  Myers a c t u a l l y  did an exceptionally f i n e  job of holding the  
congregation together  and causing them t o  have a burning d e s i r e  t o  put up 
a new building. I don ' t  th ink  w e  could have had b e t t e r  leadership.  In 
f a c t  t h a t ' s  when h i s  leadership  r e a l l y  proved i t s e l f .  I mean i t  came 
out.  I f  we had not  had the  good leadership t h a t  we did  i n  D r .  Myers I 
don' t  th ink  the  church would have survived a s  long a s  i t  has. 

Q: I suppose one of the  f i r s t  major decis ions  was whether the re  would be 
a rebuilding on the  old s i t e  a t  F i f t h  and Edwards o r  a move somewhere 
e l s e .  Can you share  how t h i s  decis ion  was reached? 

A: I don't  know. 1 don' t  know what committee had the  r e spons ib i l i ty ,  I 
don't  know whether we had a site committee o r  whether t h a t  decis ion  was 
made by the general  committee. But I was on the  f inance committee and 
I ' m  su re  we did not  make the  decis ion  regarding the  s i t e .  A t  l e a s t  I 
don' t  remember i f  we d id .  
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Q: Do you remember i f  t h i s  dec i s ion  took a long t i m e  t o  decide? 

A: No. Everything was done i n  proper o rde r  and t i m e .  I thought t h a t  
t he  l eade r sh ip  i n  t h e  church--Dr. Myers, of course,  had t h e  p r i n c i p l e  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .   here's a l o t  of t a l e n t  i n  t h a t  church and t h e r e ' s  s t i l l  
a l o t  of t a l e n t  i n  t h a t  church. I don ' t  know of any church anywhere t h a t  
has more t a l e n t  than  we have the re .  There 's  a l o t  of very  i n t e l l i g e n t  
people t he re .  And when th ings  s t a r t e d  r o l l i n g ,  they moved f a s t .  Not too  
f a s t  but  i n  an  o rde r ly  fash ion .  And I th ink  Hurshel Bar t sch t  was t h e  
chairman of t h e  genera l  committee o r  whatever they c a l l e d  i t ,  gene ra l  
chairman. And Hursh i s  a good admin i s t r a to r .  O f  course  he worked c l o s e l y  
wi th  D r .  Myers. And they put  i n  a tremendous amount of hours.  But i t  
was w e l l  organized. I thought they  d id  a good job. 

Q :  And now might be app ropr i a t e  t o  t a l k  about  f i nance  and how fundra i s ing  
was involved. Did we have a fundra is ing  o rgan iza t ion  come i n  t o  our  
church f o r  t he  new bui ld ing?  

A: Yes. Yes, we d id .  The f inance  committee had t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of 
making t h e  dec i s ion  regard ing  t h e  use of fundra is ing  organiza t ions .  And 
t h a t  w a s  d i scussed ,  whether o r  no t  we would engage a fundra i s ing  organiza t ion .  
And most of t h e  members of t h e  f inance  committee were i n  favor  of engaging 
a fundra i s ing  organiza t ion .  I personal ly ,  a t  f i r s t ,  was d e f i n i t e l y  
opposed t o  i t .  I could n o t  understand why we should pay $5000 o r  $5500 
t o  a fundra is ing  o rgan iza t ion  j u s t  t o  go around and con tac t  our  own 
people and r a i s e  t h e  funds from our  own members of t h e  church. T cou ldn ' t  
s e e  t h a t .  But I was soon voted down. And I t h i n k  perhaps i t  was proved 
out  t o  be a good idea  because we d i d  have a n  e x c e l l e n t  firm. W e  interviewed 
s e v e r a l  f i rms  be fo re  we f i n a l l y  concluded on one. 

Q: A s  I understand i t ,  you were a member of t h e  f inance  committee. What 
was your work like on t h i s  committee? 

A: Well, of course ,  our  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  was t o  see t h a t  we had s u f f i c i e n t  
funds t o  do t h e  th ings  we set out  t o  do. Now most of t h i s  money w e  had 
i n  t h e  fonn of insurance  proceeds. If I remember c o r r e c t l y  George Gardner-- 
he was i n  t h e  insurance  bus iness  back a t  t h a t  time--I t h i n k  he represented  
Millers Mutual, one of t h e  companies he represented .  I be l i eve  Millers 
Mutual had t h e  pol icy .  I don ' t  remember. Somebody had t a lked  t o  me j u s t  
the o t h e r  day about  t h a t ,  how much it was. I b e l i e v e  it was f o r  around 
$220,000. But we had t h i s  money ava i l ab l e .  And we were t r y i n g  t o  conclude 
how much t h e  church was going t o  c o s t  us  and where we were going t o  g e t  
t h e  balance. We quest ioned whether we could r a i s e  i t  a l l  a t  one t i m e .  
I f  we couldn ' t ,  we were going t o  have t o  f i n d  out  some p l ace  where w e  
could f inance  it. This  was going t o  cos t .  I was very  new i n  t h e  church, 
very new i n  Sp r ing f i e ld  and wasn't a t  a l l  f a m i l i a r  with t h e  ope ra t ion  of 
t h e  church. I thought I was a very poor s e l e c t i o n  f o r  t h e  f inance  caumittee.  
And I t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  only reason t h a t  I was s e l e c t e d  w a s  because a t  t h a t  
time I w a s  an  i n t e r n a l  revenue agent  and they thought t h a t  I could adv i se  
people regarding t h e i r  income taxes .  And maybe f o r  t h a t  reason I'd be an 
a s s e t  on t h a t  committee. I don ' t  know of any o t h e r  reason; 

Q: Did i t  r e q u i r e  many meetings f o r  t h e  f inance  committee t o  do i t s  
duty? Were t h e r e  a l o t  of meetings? 
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A: Oh, yes.  W e  had a meeting--the one who d id  most of t h e  work a f t e r  i t  
was proposed w a s  F rank l in  S c h l i t t .  I th ink  F rank l in  S c h l i t t  d i d  an 
e x c e l l e n t  job. H e  d id  a l l  t h e  paper work and he d id  a s  much work a s  a l l  
t h e  r e s t  of t h e  committee combined. Whatever time w a s  necessary he d i d  
i t .  He cont r ibu ted  t h a t  much time. 

Q: Where were your meetings he ld  because we d i d n ' t  have a church bu i ld ing ,  
where d id  we have our  meetings? 

A: Our meetings, a s  I remember c o r r e c t l y ,  we had one meeting a t  t h e  
Leland Hotel.  But most of our  meetings, as I remember, were i n  t h a t  
bu i ld ing  t h a t ' s  on South S i x t h  S t r e e t  and I t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  Telephone 
Company has i t  now. I don ' t  h o w  t h e  exac t  s t r e e t  t h a t  runs east and 
west a t  t h a t  p o i n t  bu t  i t ' s  on t h e  east s i d e  of South Six th  S t r e e t ,  
r a t h e r  modern building. Maybe t h e  Telephone Company had it a t  t h a t  time. 
I don ' t  remember. But t h a t ' s  where we m e t  most of t h e  time. 

Q: Are any members of t h a t  committee s t i l l  members of t h e  church? 

A: Frankl in  S c h l i t t  i s  s t i l l  a member of t h e  church.  here's one gentleman, 
I don ' t  r e c a l l  h i s  name, but  he worked f o r  a f inance  company and he,  
s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h a t ,  he was t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  Denver, Colorado. And then 
Mrs. Nelch, and I don ' t  t h i n k  s h e ' s  l i v i n g .  Oh, I remember one o t h e r  
one. The lady who l i v e d  out  ac ros s  from the  church out  t h e r e  now, she 
was on t h a t  committee. What's he r  name? 

Q: You must mean M r s .  Wollan. 

A: Mrs. Wollan. That ' s  r i g h t .  She was an  e x c e l l e n t  s e l e c t i o n  I th ink .  
She was a very howledgeable  person. I thought t h a t  was an  e x c e l l e n t  
choice. I n  f a c t ,  she and Frankl in  S c h l i t t  were the  two p r i n c i p l e  ones on 
t h a t  f inance  committee, and I was j u s t  s o r t  of going along f o r  t h e  r i d e .  

Q: Did t he  congregat ion have t o  r a i s e  t h e  t o t a l  c o s t  of t he  bu i ld ing  i n  
i t s  d r i v e ?  

A: No. F i r s t  t o  begin,  t h e  c o s t  of t he  church, bu i ld ing  a new church, 
we a l r eady  had i n  t h e  bank i n  t h e  form of insurance  proceeds. And we 
knew a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  two o r  t h r e e  meetings of t h e  f inance  committee, we 
knew somewhere i n  t h e  neighborhood how much i t  w a s  going t o  cos t .  And we 
knew i t  w a s  f a r  i n  excess ,  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between t h e  insurance proceeds 
and t h e  c o s t  of t h e  new church was going t o  be f a r  i n  excess  of what we 
could raise i n  any one year .  W e  were hopeful  of r a i s i n g  j u s t  as much a s  
we could so we would have t o  borrow a s  l i t t l e  as we could. 

Q: Were t h e r e  goa l s  f o r  i nd iv idua l  performances dur ing  t h e  fund d r i v e  
and were there any p r i z e s  given? 

A: I don ' t  t h ink  t h e r e  was any p r i ze s .  W e  interviewed s e v e r a l  of these 
fundra i s ing  companies, r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  from t h e s e  companies. And some of 
them, I thought,  made a dismal showing. I w a s  su rp r i s ed  a t  how poorly 
t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  presented h i s  company. The Demand Company, I t h i n k  
t h a t  w a s  t he  name of i t ,  was represented  by, I th ink ,  an  ordained min i s t e r .  
And we thought--he impressed us. W e  thought t h a t  i f  h i s  company operated 
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as e f f i c i e n t l y  a s  he presented  i t ,  then  t h a t  was t h e  company we should 
engage. I n  f a c t  I remember when he came and t a lked  t o  u s  he impressed me 
t o  such a degree t h a t  was t h e  f i r s t  time t h a t  I concluded t h a t  we should 
engage some pro fes s iona l s ,  fundra i se r s .  Then t h e  young man came. H e  was 
very knowledgeable, very e f f i c i e n t ,  very s k i l l e d .  And you could s e e  t h a t  
he was an  experienced person i n  r a i s i n g ,  conducting t h i s  kind of a campaign. 
And he could make some very good t a l k s  f o r  t h e  va r ious  groups. And I 
remember one time a f t e r  a t a l k ,  D r .  Myers followed him. D r .  Myers sa id  
jok ingly  , "He has  j u s t  s t o l e n  my Sunday sermon." But he had a l o t  of 
gimmicks l i k e  r epo r t ing  back a t  9:09 i n  t h e  evening. The th ing  is you 
remember t h a t ,  s e e  9:09 r a t h e r  than saying be back a t  t h e  church a t  n ine  
o'clock. He had a l o t  of gimmicks t h a t  you would s e e  t h a t  they  were very  
experienced i n  conducting fund d r ives .  And I thought they w e r e  very 
successfu l .  But I don ' t  remember them giv ing  any p r i z e s .  

Q: Was t h e r e  a c e n t r a l  theme o r  s logan used during t h e  fund d r ive?  

A: D r .  Myers had one. I don' t  h o w  t h a t  I can r e c a l l  i t .  But it seems 
t o  me it ran something l i k e  r i s i n g  from ashes.  I know t h e  word ashes  w a s  
i n  t h e  theme, s logan t h a t  D r .  Myers adopted. I ' v e  fo rgo t t en  j u s t  what i t  
was. But t h e  word ashes  was i n  i t .  D r .  Myers thought of it. 

Q: Who was chosen as a r c h i t e c t s  of t h e  new bui ld ing?  

A: I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  name. 

Q: Do you remember why they were chosen? 

A: No, I d i d n ' t  have anything t o  do wi th  t h a t .  

Q: What happened then  t o  our  money from our  yea r ly  fund d r i v e s  t h a t  
would be used f o r  maintenance on t h e  o ld  bui ld ing?  What happened t o  t h a t  
money t h a t  we had, l i k e  f o r  budget? 

A: I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  some of it  w a s  made a v a i l a b l e  t o  he lp  i n  t h e  cons t ruc t ion  
of t h e  new church. We no doubt--the f inance  committee no doubt took t h a t  
i n t o  cons ide ra t ion  too. But t h a t  w a s  such a minor p a r t  of t he  c o s t  when 
compared with t h e  e n t i r e  c o s t  of t h e  church and of course  t h e  n e t  proceeds 
we received from t h e  insurance and t h e  c o s t  we were going t o  have t o  pay 
f o r  t h e  l o t ,  t h e  new l o t ,  on which t h e  church was going t o  be b u i l t  and 
s o  on. I don ' t  remember. It was a p r e t t y  i n s i g n i f i c a n t  f i g u r e .  I don ' t  
r e c a l l  j u s t  how much i t  was o r  how it was handled. 

Q: Were t h e r e  any s p e c i a l  g i f t s  given f o r  t he  new bu i ld ing  o u t s i d e  of 
t h e  ones from t h e  members? 

A: Oh yes.  Yes. Of course  t h e  Post  Chapel w a s  used. That was one 
con t r ibu t ion  and I think t h e  organ w a s  another .  There were o the r s .  Some 
of them were very s u b s t a n t i a l .  And of course t h i s  was some of t he  th ings  
t h a t  we d i d  no t  know about  on t h e  f inance  committee. We were--at our 
f i r s t  meeting t o  be he ld ,  we discussed va r ious  members i n  t h e  church and 
wondered i f  our  con tac t ing  t h e  members would h e l p  i n  persuading them t o  
make a s u b s t a n t i a l  con t r ibu t ion .  I remember even some people were mentioned 
t h a t  were not  members of t h e  church but  we knew were i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  
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church. Like t h i s  lady,  t h i s  Post was one. And I remember various--see 
I was not f ami l i a r  with the  members of the  church. But they had some 
people on the  f inance  committee who were. Franklin S c h l i t t ,  Mrs. Nelch 
and Mrs. Wollan. They a l l  knew members of the  church, o lder  members and 
who were more i n f l u e n t i a l  and more successful  f i n a n c i a l l y .  Various anes 
were discussed and we even had c e r t a i n  people who contacted c e r t a i n  o the r  
people i n  the  church and had them t o  contac t  these  o thers .  We were s o r t  
of working on our own personal fund d r ives  too i n  addi t ion  t o  the  o ther  
profess ional  fundra iser  t h a t  was here. 

Q: I n  Apri l  of 1957 when the  a r c h i t e c t ' s  preliminary plans were presented, 
were people i n  favor of the  design? 

A: There were some people t h a t  I heard t h a t  they d idn ' t  l i k e  c e r t a i n  
aspects .  And 1 th ink  the  ones that--some of them were objec t ing  t o  t h i s  
type of i n t e r i o r  t h a t  we have i n  the  sanctuary. I personally thought, of 
course, I thought small, I personally f e l t  t h a t  I knew somewhere near the  
cos t .  We had a gentleman i n  the  church a t  t h a t  time who was an es t imator  
f o r  the  s t a t e  of I l l i n o i s .  And he kept reminding us t h a t  the  cos t  of the  
new church was going t o  be more than what we were saying i t  was going t o  
be. There was going t o  be an override.  H e  kept repeating t h a t .  And I 
believed him. I know t h a t  I was a small timer. I was thinking much 
smaller  than some of the  o ther  members of the  f inance committee and some 
of the  members of t h e  church. And I remember d i s t i n c t l y  t h a t  I wanted t o  
trim severa l  things down. And I was probably wrong because I d i d n ' t  know 
i n f l a t i o n  was going t o  take  off the  way it did.  But I remember p a r t i c u l a r l y  
the  ki tchen,  I thought we shouldn' t  spend so  much money on the  ki tchen.  
And I thought we had spent  too much money on the  l o t  and a few other  
things.  

Q: Do you remember i f  a vote was taken by the  congregation on the  new 
building plans? 

A: I don' t  kcnow t h a t  the re  was a vote  taken by the  general  congregation. 
I th ink maybe t h a t  the  general  committee, the  o v e r a l l  building committee 
probably made the decision.  

Q: Would you say our membership grew, stayed the  same o r  decl ined during 
the  period we d i d n ' t  have our own building? 

A: I don' t  know a s  i t  grew. But I doubt se r ious ly  i f  i t  decl ined any. 
And the  person I th ink should have the  c r e d i t  f o r  t h a t  i s  D r .  Myers. He 
showed good leadership  and a l o t  of energy during t h a t  period. 

Q: Did you p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  groundbreaking ceremonies on October 27,  
1957 a t  Bates and Cherry? 

A: No. I think we were gone during t h a t  period. 

Q: Now I understand t h e r e  was a shovel used f o r  groundbreaking ceremonies. 
Do you have any idea where t h a t  shovel is today? 

A: I have no idea. 
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Q: I ' ve  heard the  expression "BF member." What does it mean? 

A: That was before the  f i r e .  I was a BF member. J u s t  barely.  

Q:  That s t i l l  counts though. Within the  t o t a l  membership now would you 
say t h a t  BF members a r e  s t i l l  f a i r l y  representa t ive?  

A: Well, I ' d  say t h a t  the  B. F. members represent  only about 10 percent.  
That would be my guess. Very, very few. 

Q: Did the  old church a t  F i f t h  and Edwards have a pipe organ? 

A: ~ o n ' t  remember. 

Q: Would you say t h a t ,  what you remember of it, does i t  compare t o  the  
old one t h a t  we have now though? 

A: You mean the  organ? 

Q: The organ. 

A: Oh no. I don' t  th ink  we had an organ down the re  a t  the  old church 
t h a t  was anything i n  the  same league a s  the  one we've got now. 

Q :  Do you f e e l  the  s ta ined g lass  windows of the  old church were outstanding? 

A: Y e s .  Yes. That was the  most f a sc ina t ing  th ing I think.  The old 
church had an old design. I remember the  entrance way p a r t i c u l a r l y .  
There were two s t a i r s  leading i n t o  the  entrance way. And I remember t h e  
basement was a c t u a l l y  very poor down there.  Pipes were showing and t h i s  
g e t s  i n t o  the  old construct ion.  Our new church now is qu i t e  a con t ras t  
t o  t h a t .  

Q: Do you miss not having but one s ta ined g l a s s  window i n  our new f a c i l i t y ?  

A: Well, the  s t a ined  g l a s s  windows we have now I th ink a r e  more modern 
and of course l e s s  extensive. They may be more c o s t l y  but  they're  not  a s  
e labora te  as the  s t a ined  windows t h a t  you'd l i k e  t o  have. Of course t h i s  
i s  a r e l a t i v e l y  small church and they couldn't  a f ford  r e a l l y  an extremely 
expensive s ta ined windows. Especial ly a t  p r i c e s  today. 

9 :  On Apri l  12, 1961 our congregation voted t o  a f f i l i a t e  with the  United 
Church of Christ .  Was i t  hard t o  s e l l  t h i s  idea t o  the  congregation? 

A: Well i t  wasn't hard f o r  them t o  s e l l  i t  t o  me. My wife and I both 
l iked t h a t  idea. And the re  no doubt were some i n  the  church who objected 
t o  it but a s  I r e c a l l  t h e r e  were very few. I th ink  most of the  people 
were i n  favor of t h a t .  

End of Side One, Tape One 










