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PREFACE 

This manuscript i s  t h e  product of tape  recorded interviews conducted by 
Sandra H. Luebking f o r  the  Oral  His tory  Office during the  f a l l  of 1984, 
Sandra H. Luebking t r ansc r ibed  the  tapes  and ed i t ed  the  t r a n s c r i p t .  Carolyn 
Kuhl Royer reviewed t h e  t r a n s c r i p t  and Linda J e t t  proofed the  f i n a l  typing. 

Carolyn Kuhl Royer was born i n  Gridley, McLean County, I l l i n o i s  on 
September 28, 1913. She was the  f i r s t  c h i l d  of Edward Pe rc iva l  Kuhl and 
Caroline E l i s e  Cal l sen  Kuhl. Her f a t h e r  was a Congregational min i s t e r ,  Her 
mother had been a country schoolteacher.  

The family moved t o  New Mexico soon a f t e r  Carolyn was born and i n  t h i s  
n a r r a t i v e  she r e c a l l s  many happy times on t h e  produce farm her f a t h e r  
managed. I t  was during these  years  t h a t  Carolyn developed a l i f e - long  
f a s c i n a t i o n  with animals, pr imar i ly  horses. 

Rev. Kuhlls  f a i l i n g  hea l th  necess i t a t ed  a r e t u r n  t o  the  Gridley farm 
i n  1924. Here, Rev. KuhL died a few months before Carolyn graduated 
va led ic to r i an  from Gridley High School. 

Af ter  one year  of  co l l ege ,  Carolyn began s e c r e t a r i a l  and c l e r i c a l  work. 
She worked f o r  the  S t a t e  of I l l i n o i s  from 1934 through 1957, and again  from 
1970 u n t i l  he r  re t i rement  i n  1978. 

Between 1957 and 1970, Carolyn and her  husband, W i l l i a m  Royer, owned 
and operated a publ ic  t r a i n i n g  s t a b l e  a t  t he  Coliseum of t h e  I l l i n o i s  S t a t e  
Fairgrounds. During t h i s  t ime,  Carolyn t r a i n e d  and cared f o r  many f i n e  
Hackney, Shetland and Welsh ponies. Since her  re t i rement  she continues t o  
t r a i n  and exh ib i t  a pony. 

Sandra H. Luebking was born and r a i s e d  i n  Elmhurst, I l l i n o i s  and 
completed undergraduate work a t  t h e  Universi ty of I l l i n o i s  - Chicago. She 
has been employed as a t r a i n i n p  s p e c i a l i s t  by I l l l i n o i s  Be l l  Telephone, 3M 
Business Products and Standard O i l  of Indiana. She has  at tended Sangamon 
S t a t e  Universi ty a s  a graduate s tuden t  i n  Communication s ince  1982. This 
in terv iew was conducted f o r  the  Oral His tory  Workshop. 

Readers o f  t h e  o r a l  h i s t o r y  memoir should bear i n  mind t h a t  i t  i s  a 
t r a n s c r i p t  of the  spoken word, and t h a t  t h e  in terv iewer ,  n a r r a t o r  and e d i t o r  
sought t o  preserve t h e  informal ,  conversa t ional  s t y l e  t h a t  i s  inhe ren t  i n  
such h i s t o r i c a l  sources. Sangamon S t a t e  Universi ty i s  n o t  responsible f o r  
the  f a c t u a l  accuracy of the  memoir, nor f o r  views expressed the re in ;  these  
are f o r  t h e  reader  t o  judge. 

The manuscript may be read ,  quoted and c i t e d  f r e e l y .  I t  may no t  be 
reproduced i n  whole o r  i n  p a r t  by any means, e l e c t r o n i c  o r  mechanical, 
without permission i n  wr i t ing  from t h e  Oral History Off ice ,  Sangamon S t a t e  
Universi ty,  Spr ingf i e ld ,  I l l i n o i s  62708. 
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Mrs. Carolyn Kuhl Royer, October 19, 1984, Spr ingf i e ld ,  I l l i n o i s  

Sandra H. Luebkinp , Interviewer.  

Q: The f irst  quest ion t h a t  I have f o r  you i s  where and when you were 
born. 

A:  I was born i n  Gridley, I l l i n o i s ,  September 28, 1913 i n  t h e  
Congregational parsonage. 

Q: I n  the  parsonage? 

A: Yes. 

Q: Which was your home I assume? 

A :  Yes. 

Q: And what were your pa ren t s1  names? 

A: My p a r e n t s t  names were Edward Perc iva l  Kuhl and Caroline E l i s e  
Callsen Kuhl. 

Q: And I'm going t o  a sk  you t o  s p e l l  Callsen,  I th ink  I got  i t  before.  

A: C-A-L-L-S-E-N. 

Q: And you had t o l d  me I think t h a t  your f a t h e r  was a Congregational 
minister? 

A: Yes, he was the  min i s t e r  of the  Congregational Church i n  Gsidley. 
That ' s  where he met my mother when he came t o  be t h e  minis ter  i n  
Gridley . 
Q: And yes terday you s t a r t e d  t o  t e l l  me something i n t e r e s t i n g  about 
your f a t h e r ' s  dec i s ion  t o  become a minis ter .  Can you t e l l  me more about 
t h a t ?  

A: My f a t h e r  had been more o r  l e s s  a wanderer a l l  h i s  l i f e .  H e  was t h e  
o l d e s t  of th ree  ch i ld ren  and h i s  mother was widowed a t  t h e  age of twenty 
with t h r e e  chi ldren .  They had been l i v i n g  i n  Kansas a t  t h a t  time -- 
t h i s  was the  C i v i l  War -- and I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  know whether my grandfather  
was k i l l e d  out there .  I know they spoke of Q u a n t r i l l t s  Raiders...now 
whether he was k i l l e d  i n  Kansas.,.but anyway she was widowed very 
suddenly. And she went back t o  Perry  i n  Pike County, I l l i n o i s  t o  the  
home of  he r  parents ,  t he  Clevelands t h e r e  i n  Perry  with her  th ree  
chi ldren .  
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My f a t h e r  l i v e d  there u n t i l  he was about f i f t e e n  years  o ld  when he went 
over i n t o  Champaign County t o  work f o r  a farmer who was a r e t i r e d  
English army o f f i c e r .  And one of t h e  s t o r i e s  t h a t  he t e l l s  i s  about t h e  
old o f f i c e r  who was death ly  a f r a i d  of snakes. He always wore h i s  sabre 
when he went ou t  i n t o  the  f i e l d s .  One day he went t o  g e t  h i s  horse and 
he had the  h a l t e r  and t h e  l e a d  over h i s  arm and was walking through t h e  
f i e l d s  and d i d n ' t  pay p a r t i c u l a r  a t t e n t i o n ,  I suppose d i d n ' t  remember he 
had t h a t ,  and looked behind him and he saw something wiggling through 
the g r a s s  and ins t ead  of doing anything else he grabbed h i s  sabre  and 
s t a r t e d  s lashing  and when he f i n a l l y  stopped he had slashed h i s  l ead  o f f  
the  h a l t e r  ( laughter  1. 

Q That was t r a i l i n g  along behind him. 

A: Yes. And my f a t h e r  l i v e d  there  f o r ,  oh I suppose a yea r  o r  so,  then 
he wandered around the country. H e  w a s  i n  t h e  West and he worked a s  a 
cowboy; he worked i n  f r u i t  orchards up i n  the  s t a t e  of Washington; he 
worked i n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  work i n  Texas and he f i n a l l y  got  on as a -- not  
as a conductor -- but  t h e  lower -- brakeman on a r a i l r o a d  i n  the  
Southwest. And he worked a s  a brakeman and f i n a l l y  became a conductor. 
Then he worked on t h e  Mexican Cent ra l  i n  Mexico a s  a conductor and then 
he came back t o  the  United S t a t e s  and he had a ,  I be l ieve  an apple  
orchard i n  Cuba, Missouri. And it was about t h a t  time he decided he 
wanted t o  become a m i n i ~ t e r  s o  he went t o  a school  i n  Minnesota and took 
sub jec t s  which would prepare him f o r  t h e  ministry.  He was ordained a t  
Brainerd, Minnesota. 

Q: Do you know the year  he was ordained? 

A: No, I don ' t .  It was probably i n  the f i r s t  decade... probably 
between 1905 and 1910, I ' d  say. Then he was a min i s t e r  a t  McLean, 
I l l i n o i s  and f i n a l l y  came t o  Gridley,  I l l i n o i s ,  And he married my 
mother i n  1912 and I was born the  following year .  

Q: And do you know about what h i s  age was when he and your mother 
married? 

A: He was over f i f t y  because he was about f i f t y  when he decided t o  
become a minister .  

Q: Then your mother had been born and r a i s e d  i n  t h a t  a rea?  

A: Yes, she had been born and r a i s e d  i n  Gridley and she became a 
schoolteacher a t  a country school about four  miles  from Gridley and she 
was teaching a t  the  time t h a t  they met. 

Q: And you're the o l d e s t  of how many chi ldren?  

A: Three. I have a younger brother  and a younger s i s t e r .  I was born 
i n  September of 1913 and wi th in  the  year  we moved t o  New Mexico because 
my f a t h e r ' s  hea l th  was no t  too  good and the  doctor  recommended t h a t  he 
go t o  a d ry  area.  So we moved t o  New Mexico. And he bought an  
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i r r i g a t e d  farm these ,  I would say it was about seventeen t o  twenty ac res  
with an  a r t e s i a n  well  on i t  t h a t  provided the  water f o r  i r r i g a t i o n .  He 
r a i s e d  vegetables,  f r u i t ,  produce of a l l  kinds. He had a horse and an 
all-purpose wagon and he would peddle h i s  produce through Por t a l e s ,  New 
Mexico the  name of t h e  town where we l ived  and a l s o  Clovis ,  which was 
about twenty miles  away, He would d r i v e  t o  Clovis about  two days a 
week. He'd go t o  Clovis ,  t h a t  was about twenty miles and i t  would take 
him a l l  day and then he would d r i v e  the  horse back. And I was always 
crazy about horses ,  r i g h t  from the  time I could walk. I would fol low 
him a l l  over t h e  p lace  f o r  t h e  chance t o  r i d e  t h a t  horse  back t o  t h e  
barn. 

Q: You mean once he came back with t h e  wagon? 

A: Yes. 

Q: Did you ever go with him on any of these  t r i p s ?  

A :  I c a n ' t  remember, I imagine t h a t  I d i d  go with him i n t o  P o r t a l e s  bu t  
I r e a l l y  c a n ' t  remember anything about it. He probably d i d n ' t  want t o  
be bothered with me ( l augh te r )  a t  t h a t  age,  you know, but  he would go 
through the  s t r e e t s  of Por t a l e s  s e l l i n g  h i s  produce. 

Q: Did your mother resume teaching when you were i n  New Mexico? 

A: No, she helped with the  farming and my brother  was born i n  191 6, 
three  years  younger than I. She was p r e t t y  busy from then on and then 
my s i s t e r  was born i n  1920. They were both born the re  on the  place a t  
home. I can remember the  midwife who came. Her name was Mrs. Sportsman 
and she was a huge woman but  she was very competent and she o f f i c i a t e d  
a t  both b i r t h s .  We had a fami ly  doctor  but she came and she helped and 
then would s t a y  f o r  however long mother wanted he r  t o  s t ay .  

Q: So she would take  care  of the  baby afterwards f o r  a week or  so  or  
whatever. 

A: Yes. 

Q: That ' s  a n i ce  way t o  do i t ,  much n i c e r  than  going t o  a h o s p i t a l  
( l augh te r ) .  

A: Yes. 

Q: Did your f a t h e r  continue with h i s  min i s t ry  i n  New Mexico? 

A: Oh, he d id  a l i t t l e  preaching i n  some of the  o the r  churches -- t he re  
was no Congregational church t h e r e  -- and he would preach as he got t o  
know people down there .  They would ask him t o  preach and i n  two o r  
th ree  of t h e  churches t h e r e  i n  Por t a l e s  he would occas ional ly  be a gues t  
preacher. 

Q: Yes, Was the re  anyone e l s e  l i v i n g  i n  your household a t  t h a t  time? 
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[Such as] a  grandparent? 

A: No. 

Q: Did you have r e l a t i v e s  c lose  by? 

A: No. We had no r e l a t i v e s  down there .  My grandmother here i n  Gridley 
was the  only c lose  r e l a t i v e  t h a t  w e  had and my f a t h e r  had a sister i n  
Kansas City. Other than  t h a t  we went out  t h e r e  s t r i c t l y  on our own. 

Q: That must have been q u i t e  a  move f o r  your mother a f t e r  being w i t &  
family a l l  he r  l i f e .  

I 

A: Yes. It was adventuresome and it was d i f f e r e n t .  Before we camei 
back -- I d o n ' t  remember when we bought t h i s  c a r  but  i t  was a 1917 Buick 
Touring c a r  with t h e  s i d e  c u r t a i n s  t h a t  you had Lo put  on and take  o f f  
whenever i t  ra ined .  And we r e a l l y  thought we had something then. When 
we decided t o  come back t o  I l l i n o i s  -- My grandmother had d ied  and my 
f a t h e r  was not  we l l  -- the doctor t o l d  him t h e  a l t i t u d e  was too  h igh  f o r  
h i s  h e a r t  -- so we decided t o  come back. 

My b ro the r  had tube rcu los i s  of the  bone i n  h i s  h i p  and so we had moved 
t o  Roswell and stayed the re  about a year  o r  a l i t t l e  over a  year  i n  
Roswell and we decided t o  move back t o  mother 's home which she had 
re t a ined  and l i v e  i n  I l l i n o i s .  So we loaded up everything and my f a t h e r  
made arrangements t o  have t h e  car  d r iven  back. When we got  t o  Kansas 
Ci ty  we stopped -- my aunt had asked us  t o  s t o p  t h e r e  -- We got  o f f  the  
t r a i n ,  my f a t h e r  wasn ' t  f e e l i n g  a t  a l l  w e l l  so  he  and my brother  went t o  
the  h o s p i t a l  i n  Kansas City. My brother  had been t r e a t e d  t h e r e  i n  
Kansas Ci ty  s o  they went t o  the  h o s p i t a l  where he had been t r e a t e d  and 
they were both admitted. 

So my mother s tayed about a week t he re  with us i n  a rooming house ac ross  
from t h e  hosp i t a l .  Then she decided t h a t  she had b e t t e r  b r ing  u s  on 
home. The day t h a t  she .got ready t o  l eave  we broke out  with t h e  chicken 
pox, my s i s t e r  and I. 

Q: Oh, no. 

A: She s a i d ,  " I ' m  going anyway." So she did.  ( l augh te r )  

Q: Did she put you on t h e  t r a i n  then with t h e  chicken pox? 

A: Yes, we j u s t  broke out  with i t ,  we weren ' t  s ick .  We d i d  break out  
with i t  t h a t  day and so she got  u s  home t o  Gridley. Then she got  one of 
her  r e l a t i v e s  t h e r e  i n  Gridley t o  s t a y  wi th  us and she went back t o  
Kansas C i ty  till they could b r ing  my brother  and f a t h e r  home. 

Q: Yes. How long was t h a t ,  do you remember? 

A: A couple of weeks I t h i n k  before  they f i n a l l y  determined t h a t  they 
could go home. But we had r e l a t i v e s  these  i n  Gridley and so they  kept  us. 
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Q: And t h a t  was Kansas City,  Kansas o r  Missouri? 

A :  Missouri. 

Q: So you were approximately how old  when you came back? 

A: About eleven I th ink .  

Q: So t h a t  would have been about 1921, approximately. Now when you were 
i n  New Mexico how d i d  you handle schooling? 

A: We l i v e d  a mile from town and I walked t h a t  mile p r a c t i c a l l y  every 
day unless my f a t h e r  happened t o  be coming from P o r t a l e s  and would 
overtake me. O r  sometimes he would come by the  schoolhouse and p ick  me 
up i f  he was a l i t t l e  e a r l y  and he 'd  wa i t  f o r  me and take me home. But 
o r d i n a r i l y  I walked the  mile t o  school  and t h e  mile back p r e t t y  nea r ly  
every day. 

Q: Yes. So i t  w a s  a town schoolhouse? 

A: Yes, 

Q: With separa ted  grades or. . .  

A: Yes. It was a smal l  town, I mean I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  know how big  it. 
was, I'd say around a thousand people maybe, maybe no t  t h a t  many. But 
they had a good school there .  There were no Negroes allowed i n  t h e  
town. 

Q: In  t h e  town i t s e l f ?  

A: Right,  I f  they  came -- if a Negro came i n t o  the  town, 
-- t he  po l i ce  o r  whoever happened t o  be i n  charge t h a t  day i n  t h e  c i t  
would t e l l  them they should be out  of Por t a l e s  by sunset .  

Q: Okay. 1 seem t o  remember something i n  t h a t  period of time about 
what they c a l l e d  the  Sunset Law and t h a t  probably was it... 

A: That probably was it. 

Q: Did they have any kind of a Mexican population? 

A: Yes. The Mexicans were t h e r e  and a l o t  of them l i v e d  the re  and 
worked f o r  d i f f e r e n t  people and f o r  d i f f e r e n t  businesses.  They went 
school with us.  But Negroes couldn' t .  

Q: But no t  the  Negroes, 

A :  And i n  the  town of Roswell it was the  same way, The Mexican. 
youngsters were a l l  i n  t h e  same c la s ses  wi th  us. I th ink  the re  were 
Negroes i n  Roswell. I don ' t  remember see ing  any. But I think Roswell 
was not  t h a t  s t r i c t .  But I always thought i t  r a t h e r  funny. I had never been 
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i n  the  deep South and I d i d n ' t  know how much they  were con t ro l l ed  i n  the  
deep South. 

Q: Did the Negro ch i ld ren  have t h e i r  own school? 

A: Yes i n  Roswell they  d i d  and nobody [Negroes] l i v e d  i n  Por t a l e s .  In 
Roswell they had t h e i r  own school and the  Mexicans went t o  school with 
us. 

Q: T h a t ' s  i n t e r e s t i n g .  What a r e  your most v i v i d  memories of l i v i n g  i n  
New Mexico f o r  t h a t  period? 

A: I th ink ,  t h a t  i t  a l l  more o r  l e s s  per ta ined  t o  where we d i d  l i v e ,  
the  p lace  on which we l i v e d  and again  I was wrapped up i n  anything that 
had f o u r  l e g s  and a t a i l .  I always wanted t o  r i d e  anything t h a t  came 
around and neighbors of ours  had a teenage daughter and she had a 
spot ted  p a i n t  horse  and she would come down t o  v i s i t  us and she would 
l e t  me r i d e  her  horse. They a l s o  had a burro and I go t  t o  r i d e  t h a t  
burro around. 

We had the  run of t h e  place p r e t t y  much. We had a pond the re  and my dad 
always warned us t o  no t  play up along t h e  edge of t h e  pond. But, 
somehow or  another  we managed t o  do i t  and I had a number of whippings 
wi th  a l i t t l e  peach switch o r  a willow switch whichever came handies t .  

Q: Oh, f o r  playing by the pond. 

A :  Yes and 1 can remember having t o  r i d e  herd on my younger brother .  
That was a f t e r  he got  so  he could run  around, we l l  t h a t  was usua l ly  my 
job t o  r i d e  herd on my brother  while mother was working. 

Q: Now what i s  h i s  name? 

A: H i s  name was Frederick. Fred, we c a l l e d  him. 

Q: And your s i s t e r ' s  name? 

A: My s i s t e r ' s  name was J u l i a ,  which was my grandmother's name. 

Q: Your mother' s mother? 

A: Yes, mother 's mother. 

Q: Yes. 

A: And of course J u l i a  was almost f o u r  years  younger than  my brother  
and t h a t  would make her  almost seven years  younger than I. And a s  she 
came along t h a t  meant I had t o  r i d e  herd on two of them. I can remember 
t h a t  my dad had a p i t  i n t o  which he ran  some water from the  i r r i g a t i o n  
wel l  and I don ' t  remember j u s t  why he had t h i s  p i t  bu t  i t  was about ,  oh 
I ' d  say four f e e t  deep and he kept a wide plank ac ross  it and we'd g e t  
up t h e r e  and walk this plank. My brother  f e l l  i n  one day and I had t o  
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do some running t o  g e t  my mother. I th ink  my dad was gone and my mother 
came and between u s  we go t  him out.  

Q: You'd th ink  t h a t  would be enough t o  discourage him from playing but  
I'll b e t  i t  d i d n ' t ,  d i d  i t ?  

A: It d i d n ' t .  

Q: Well, your hol idays t h e r e  would have been ce leb ra ted  alone then,  
with j u s t  your family? 

A: More or  l e s s .  We had two very good f r i e n d s .  Miss West and Mrs., 
Johnson. They were very good f r i e n d s  of my mother and f a t h e r .  And hen 
we a l s o  had a r e l a t i v e  who had gone out  West t o  a t t e n d  the  New Mexic 
Universi ty o r  t h e  Universi ty of New Mexico a t  Albuquerque, He was f om 

spend time with us.  He was my hero. 
E Ohio and he came and v i s i t e d  u s  on holidays and [he 'd ]  come summers nd 

Q: Sure, a t  t h a t  age. 

A :  He made a l o t  of p leasure  f o r  us when he came and he would come f o r  
the  Christmas hol idays  and we usua l ly ,  e i t h e r  Miss West o r  Mrs. Johnson 
would come t o  our place and Mother would bake f o r  days t o  g e t  ready f o r  
t h a t  o r  we'd go i n  t o  t h e  Johnson home and have our meals t h e r e ,  A n d  
Pryox was always included i n  t h a t .  

Q: Pryor? 

A: Pryor Timmons. 

Q: Timmons. 

A: He w a s  from Clarksburg, Ohio. 

Q: And how was he r e l a t e d  t o  you? 

A: He was a cousin of my f a t h e r ' s .  

Q: Your f a t h e r ' s .  

A: Most of my f a t h e r ' s  r e l a t i v e s  l i v e d  i n  Ohio except f o r  t h e  aunt  i n  
Kansas City. My a u n t  i n  Kansas C i ty  was h i s  s i s t e r .  

Q: Now, how d i d  your l i f e  change a f t e r  you moved back t o  I l l i n o i s ?  

A :  It  became more ( p u s e )  regimented, I might say. We weren ' t  allowed 
the  freedom t h a t  we had when we l i v e d  i n  New Mexico. I went t o  the  
Gridley school. There were two grades i n  a room and I went a l l  the way 
through school the re ,  The grade schools  were t h e  t h r e e  rooms 
downstairs.  The seventh and e igh th  grade and the  high school were a l l  
u p s t a i r s ,  I graduated from Gridley High School i n  1931. 
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Q: What kind of employment d i d  your f a t h e r  f i n d  once you got  back t o  
I l l i n o i s ?  

A: He d i d n ' t  work a f t e r  t h a t .  That was when t h e  rough times began. 

Q: Oh s u r e ,  t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

A: He was unable t o  work and oh, occas ional ly  held preach again  i f  
somebody would want a gues t  preacher ,  h e r d  do t h a t .  But he d i d n ' t  have 
a job a f t e r  t h a t .  He died i n  1931, January of 1931 during my senior  
yea r  i n  school. I t  ended up he had a s t roke  but  h i s  h e a r t  had been the  
problem p r i o r  t o  t h a t .  

Q: Did you mother resume work, or . . .  - 

A: No. See, we had the  family farm [which] was p a r t  of he r  property. 
We had t h i s  160-acre farm t o  the southeas t  of Gridley and she had a 
tenant  farmer who paid p a r t  cash rent and p a r t  g r a i n  r e n t .  I f  we needed 
o a t s  o r  something l i k e  t h a t  o r  corn, he ld  br ing  i t  i n .  We r a i s e d  
chickens, we had two b ig  l o t s  i n  town and Mother had a b i g  garden and we 
kept  t h e  chickens t h e r e  and a s  th ings  got  worse i n  the  depression I 
sometimes wondered how i n  the  world she managed t o  keep u s  going. 
Because I know she d i d n ' t  have a s  much a s  $25 a month i n  a c t u a l  cash. 
But she canned everything t h a t  we d i d n ' t  e a t  and we l i v e d  from t h e  
garden and I a t e  an awful l o t  of chicken i n  my younger days. ( laughs)  

Q: Probably have a l o t  of r ec ipes  f o r  preparing chicken. 

A: Well, Mother's r ec ipes  were a l l  i n  he r  head. She was a marvelous 
cook but  she very seldom had anything w r i t t e n  down. It was a pinch of 
t h i s  and a l i t t l e  b i t  of t h a t ,  t h a t  was the  way she cooked. 

Q: You had mentioned too  t h a t  she was from German stock.. .  

A: Yes, she was of German parentage. And a number of he r  cousins l i v e d  
there  i n  Gridley. Her maiden name was Neirgarth,  N-E-I-R-G-A-R-T-H. 
And we always had h e l p  from r e l a t i v e s ,  you know, and t h i s  aun t  i n  Kansas 
City,  my f a t h e r ' s  s i s t e r ,  would sometimes send u s  c lo thes .  Whenever a 
box of c lo thes  came t h a t  was a b ig  event  because she  had lovely  c lo thes .  
And then  he r  daughter would do t h a t  too  and they would send these  b ig  
boxes of c lo thes  about twice a year.  My mother was a very good 
seamstress and she would make dresses  over f o r  me and my s i s t e r  and she 
even made s u i t s  over f o r  my brother .  

Q: I s n ' t  t h a t  amazing, how women managed t o  cope under those 
circumstances . 
A :  Yes. She c e r t a i n l y  coped wi th  everything. 

Q: What kind of  holidays d i d  you have back i n  I l l i n o i s  wi th  family 
around? 
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A :  With family around w e  had the t r a d i t i o n a l  more o r  less German 
holidays. We always had a Christmas t r e e . . . i t  was never  put  up u n t i l  
Christmas Eve... 

Q: Did you help wi th  t h a t ?  

A: No, Mother and Dad always shooed us  t o  bed and they put up t h e  t r e e  
and we d i d n ' t  g e t  t o  see  i t  till the next  morning. And, back i n  those 
days t h e  ornaments were always mostly German g l a s s  ornaments and they 
would have candle holders  on the  t r ee .  We had two d i f f e r e n t  k inds  of 
candle holders .  One was a metal c l i p  t h a t  c l ipped onto the  branch. And 
then the  o the r  one was one t h a t  I have never seen s ince  then,  it was a 
counterweight, l i k e  a marble on the  bottom of a wire which had a loop 
which hung over the branch of the  t r e e  and then  the  l i t t l e  candle 
holder  mounted on the  o the r  end of the  wire. 

Q: Was the  wire firm? 

A: Yes, a heavy wire. 

Q: So t h a t  i t  d id  exact ly  what i t  s a i d ,  a counterbalance. 

A: Yes, a counterbalance l i k e  a marble except i t  was probably 3/4 of an 
inch ac ross  and they were colored.  It was made of c l a y  probably and 
then they  were painted i n  d i f f e r e n t  colors .  

Q: So t h a t  almost was l i k e  a l i t t l e  Christmas b a l l . . .  

A: Yes. Almost l i k e  a Christmas b a l l  i t s e l f .  And every n igh t  Mother 
would b r ing  i n  a bucket of water when we had the t r e e  and then we'd 
l i g h t  the  Christmas t r e e  and she usua l ly  l e f t  t he  Christmas t r e e  up 
u n t i l  a f t e r  New Years. [Christmas Eve] f o l k s  always shooed us  t o  bed 
and then  put the  presents  out .  

Q: Can you remember any s p e c i a l  presents?  

A: When we were younger why we had a l o t  of home-made th ings  and d o l l s ,  
we g i r l s  got  d o l l s .  And I can remember my brother  having a -- I th ink  
they ca l l ed  i t  an e r e c t o r  s e t .  A t  any r a t e  it was made of metal and he 
played with t h a t .  And then one time they  had I th ink  they c a l l e d  them 
Lincoln Logs. And Mother would make d o l l s  and d o l l  c lo thes  f o r  u s  or  
e l s e  they  would buy them. And i f  we had some money why then we got 
d o l l s .  I remember one Christmas I wanted t o  g e t  something f o r  my 
mother. I had a qua r t e r  and I went t o  a hardware s t o r e  and we had an 
old wooden po ta to  masher t h a t  had belonged t o  my grandmother and I 
thought t h a t  was crude so I bought my mother a metal po ta to  masher...I 
s t i l l  have t h a t  pota to  masher. 

Q: Oh, do you? 

A: I t  c o s t  me a qua r t e r  and t h a t  was her  Christmas present  t h a t  year .  


















































































































