
Lila BaLNet m~ barn 9, 1923 ard hae been a life lmrg 
resieZent of central Illimia. Mrs. WBse has held nmams jabs 
daurirg her life includhq her ecqlayrrmeart as an assmb1y line wrka? at 
the Sangmmrn Ordmnce Plarrt dur- World War 11. She is .the of 
~ g r r r w n s a n s a n d i s r e u r e d .  

B. W i d  McCmMy was born and raised in Illinoh, he 
earn& a BA in history in 1976 fmn 1llhis University. He 
has h e n  enplayed as a teachtx at 11liapoLjs CUD #12 s h  his 
gmduation. Mr. -1eted his degree at Sangarm 
State Uhiansiw in history. H i s  mls tapic was the S&qamn 
0rdnm-m Plant.  He is married and the father of three ChiLdren. 

~ o f t h s a r c a l ~ ~ l l ~ a r a ~ a ; t L c u l d b e a r i n m i r r d t b E l t i t h a  
transcript of ths s p d m  mrd, and a t  .ths hkemiewer, narrator and 
$tor saqht to ~aesenre the informal, ccrnreasat icnal~ le  that is 
mhr?rerrtinsur=h-idl-. s a q a m ~ t e u n i ~ i ~ i s &  
-file for ths factual aamtcy  of the nmmir, nor for views 
esrpiressedthsrein; thsaseamfarthe-tojrldpe. 
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Lila -, 28, 1989. 

Wid -, m i - .  

A: I1ve been a cook, I at Sangarru, Electic, I worked at the 
Oxdmme Plant and run a bawling alley ard a hamwife. 

Q: What year did yau shr t  at me plmt? 

A: Oh bay, lUy badge raamber was 2616, I was one of the fir& ones 
hired. 

Q: So m l y  in early 1942. 

A: Yes, itls &m-~ thq  fhst started -an that I was hkml. 

A: On .Uls w l y  l h ,  I mean t h q  didn't hire ycru for any- 
specific, if yru mnt in tbe plant p,~ did -- they told p. 



A: It was terrible, ycru tuMled yellaw. Just as yallaw as @law 
o e r u l d b a n d ~ ,  yaurhair.turnedamqe, arrdyrxlrwholebodythat 
wars eqo=l to the pmler .turned yellaw. H I l a i d  far a m d c ,  well 
I w e n t t o ~ k e r v e r y d a y h r t I w a s a ~ i n t h e h a r j p i t a l c u t ~ .  A 
car wwld pick me up and lx&e me up to W hoqital ard ksp re. A11 
~ v e i n s i n ~ f a ~ e ~ t o ~ m r f a c e ~ i t ~ t s r r i b l e .  

Q: D i d  it henre any 1- effects? 

a: No, after I was mwed art: of perwdsr, the color EEtayed a 
loxqtb but - id ly  it didn't hana me. 

A: See I left I lh so I think a lot of them tO different lines 
b e c a u s e o f ~ p u & t r , y a u m i l d c n l y ~ ~ 3 ~ i n ~ a o l ~ .  

Q: w msdicatian they wild give ycru for Ulis? 

Q: Yau mnthnd the hospital at the plant. Did IAey harve a full 
~ a n d ~ ~ a n h a I d ?  
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A: No, I don't krwrw purything abart the north side, th€y told yau 
nothing. ~ y c x x ~ ~ ~ a # w e m l e s s i s o l a t e d f r a a n t h e  
rest of the -1e. 

Q: nere - civilian guards nr military guards? 

A: No, IEvar. 

A: No, in fact each bay had, the plant was called bays and each bay 
had a ~ O B S  and a t ' s  all yeru m m  seen or talked too. 



A: She worked a l m i d b e  of nre. 

Q: Haw abazt ywr  father, did he mrk aut there? 

Q: I've been for smmbcdy .that had wme laarl- of W 
Wdhq of the plant. m i b l y  yrxlr father might hanre n m t i m d  
this. ?herewasaflaad-sp-duringthstianethsplant-run. 
Do yc#2 recall mat? 

Q: Iwmttocarrebacktothat, thsraoeisslss. Wrtmthef looddo 
y a u - l w ~ t o ~ p l a r r t l x l i l ~ o n t h e ~ i d b e ~ ~  
flood? 1 

A: No. 

Q: Ihavebeen~tofirrdart, I b e l i e n r e I m E d t h a t ~  
and I 've tried to canfirm it. 

A: No, t h s r e ~ ~ ~ t h a . t I h e a r d o f ~ t h s E K n r t h s ~ ~  
--cerul~tn'tnm* I h e h t e m h m ~ M 1 t h e r a & p &  
of t k m  tnffls v&er water, not at 1lli~li.s. 

Q: It rmst have M a rain. Is Wet  a worst me yau can 
M l ?  



A: I've never been a q w b r e  hxt.Sprinsfield but it ms eegqated in 
alcrtofwaysbecauseycruseenit. N a w I d m 1 t 3 m J w a b a r t t h e x w r t h  
side, I t h M r ~ ~ ~ ~ a n t h s ~ s i A e .  N a ~ y c r u c a u l d  
t a l k t o s a r a e b o d y . t h a t ~ m t h a ~ s l t d s .  

A: No, he was in the Bemi#. 
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A: No. 

Q: Wae;i - kind of award mt was given for pmbztion? 

A: No, o t h e r t h a n t . h @ f e c a e r a l g i v e u s ~ a n d 1 c a n 1 t ~ o f  
what W namne of it wm. Ws had a flag that f l e w  over .Ube plank but 
Dmg Jdmem has that, I w i s h  I'd them mx~. 

Q: Possibly I can get ahold of m. 

Q: T h a t  was for a five-day week ar six-day? 



~ ~ ~ # 8 r e W a s n o ~ ~ ~ ~ n c r w a n d . t b s n  
they'd get  cigarettes dmn in the -tar at-d ycxl had to play them 
l ~ a f l l r t s ~ - t h s y ~ ~ a n d y e n x r v e v e r l a e a r ~ t b r a n d ~ y c ~ l  
~ g o i n g t o g e t b e c a u s e a d d ~ t h a t y c r u ~ ~ o f b u t &  
t h a t W a s t r e a t i f y c u a x l d f S n d a ~ o f c ~ .  

A: Yes. 

A: No. He was a and all the wmd M u  is what he 
built. T h m t h e p i ~ I ~ ~ ,  w t m p ,  rmhewas  
i r n r o l v e d i n m a k i n g ~ .  WtmEitartedartwithtrayls-m 
d c k i l n ~ t h e t a b l e t o ~ ~ p r t i n ~ ~ b e l t s a n d ~  
what do thay call m, time study guide, he'd WE by and -1 you 
cculd wxk a little faster so just abatt wary tm meh they'd M 
t h a t ~ b e l t ~ d I m w k L e n ~ l d b o o s t : i t u p y c r u M t o  
k l c m k l h . t h e d e v U t o ~ u p m y a u g O t u & e d t o i t .  

Q: D i d -  have a aertain qwhycruhadtomake? 

A: T h y  did En a way, in parts of it. They had quotas that ahould be 
o u t b u t . t h e n y c r u ~ d h e w e a b e l t ~ a r a ~ b r e a k d a w n ~ ~ )  
theywmnlt real strict abcut ycru had to da this. 



Q: A lot  of telling ycru to work hard for the. war 
e f f e  and to quiet. 

Q: a'lat's where they actually put the . . . 

A: Yes. 

Q: W that a fatal injury? 

a c c ~ L x l t ~ t r i e d t o ~ i t & & s o p e c p l e m ' I t * s c a r e d  
aml quit. 

Q: Wasthere~~ofruleabartmttalkirrgakmtwhatyrxxdidat  
the plant when ytm say tent jrrto Sprinsfield? 

A: No. 

Q: Yau cxuld tell Wt ycru did? 
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Q: D o y m f e e l l A a t a l o t o f t h e ~ f r ~ e r e f e a r f u l o r a a w 3 e r n s d  
abazt their safety at the plant? 

A: Oh W t  reenirds m, 1'11 scmething that m had at that 
thm. L130k at it, ycru can tell huu old it is. 

Q: C%1 I see atxi Bath little link has a m? 

Q: I see Fl-ie is on here, now a t  vms n? 
A: No, that wasn't my mcrther, that was alK&er Flask. 

Q: w ' s  a Bertty, a Lecrna and sweral crtkbars that are a little bit  
dif f i a t  to read. 
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Q: Did a lat of people stay at Um plant? Did they have scme 
doYlnitari66 th€#? 

Q: Hcrw abart Illiapolis, did ycru ever go into turn, or did yau always 
go right back mst of Sgrirrsfield? 

Q: W h a t a l x n t t t h i 3 l ~ t i o r l ~ B o r d e n s ~ c a l ~ l i s 1 x r w ,  what 
w a s l o c a t s d t h e m m ~ p l a r r t ~ ?  

Q: mxt to the Bordens plarrt, Hemin Fertilizer I belienre has a 
lxlildirrg set back them, it's like kind of a hrrrwn block U d i r v g .  
was that a x s h c t d  for the plant? 
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Q: I've always bm&!rd that. 

A: It didn't go dam tbat far. Bab was going to take me one day when 
he got aut of aollege, hs w o k k d  for DeKalb and he ww go- to Wce 
m e c n r e r . t o ~ i i n s t o s e e i f ~ o w l d ~ b e c a u ~ e i t h ~ ~ ~ ~ l  
m c h s h c a W w a r .  Ihadn~thenbackthatwaymti l~bcrufPlt the  
bawlirq alley. So I'd hep l o d d q  at W,rqs ard say, '@Is that l k  
so & =?I* or, "Is Wt K l h ,  is Wt I line?" an l  I was try* to 
mia*with*tI-lsutit'smmmarryyearsin-at 
I hadnlt hen  att tht way. I'm mt a tcranreler. 

A: No. 

A: Ycru worked -y. 

Q: Incltldirrg Qxjsbrnag and l&&zer an l  Thnbgiving. 

A: Yes. 

Q: WEW therar crvertime paid for thcwe days? 

A: No. 

Q: ~f yau yrxlr eight-hax day was avert-? 

Q: Like a twelve-hard=? 

A: Yes, h r t  we didn't do that ofhn. 

Q: Didthqhtmarymcmatimattheplarrt, lilcledidtheyheweary 
So-1 lezques or bcrwlirrg leagues ar arrything like Illat that yeru 
CCIUld get  into? 
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A: No. 

A: No. 

A: It ms a more different tbm than it i~ today. m e  didn't 
think of the union, all axmsxtmted an the war, that's it. 
P e o p l e t h e n , t h e y s t o o d ~ a n A y a t d i d n ~ t h e a r u n i n s a r t h b o r  
that, thqtallpJlledtogeum, # e y w w e ~ t o w i n t h e w a r .  




















