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Preface

This manuscript is the product of a tape recorded interview conducted by
Shirley Marshall for the Oral History Office, Sangamon State University

in November of 1980, Shirley Marshall transcribed and edited the transcript.
Marie Riehle reviewed the tramscript.

Maire Riehle was born in Springfield, Illinois in 1900, She has lived in
Auburn, Illinois since she was two years old. This tape i3 an account of
her recollections and perceptions of the growth and history of Auburn.

Mrs. Marshall is the public librarian in Auburn, Illinois and is beginning
a collection of oral histories of Auburn to be housed in the Auburn
Public Library, '

Readers of this oral history memoir should bear in mind that it is a
transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, narrator and
editor sought to preserve the informal, conversational style that is
inherent in such historical sources. Sangamon State University is not
responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for views expressed
therein; these are for the reader to judge.

The manuscript may be read, quoted and cited freely., It may not be
reproduced in whole or in part by any means, electronic or mechanical,
without written permission in writing from the Oral History Office,
Sangamon State University, Springfield, Illinois, 62708,
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Marie Riehle, October 6, 1980, Auburn, Illinois.

Shirley Marshall, Interviewer.

Hi, Marie, how are you today?

Marie, you have growm up in Auburn and lived here most all your life

L *

Q:
A: Well, no better now worse. (laughs) 1It's about all I can say.
Q:

A: All but two years.
Q: Where and when were you born?

A: I was born in Springfield, in 1900, We lived in Springfield then,
two years, Then my mother and my daddy came down, and my dad rented a
farm and he went farming, and then my mother got this building. Of
course, it wasn't anything like it is now, but then , . . I showed you
the picture up there in front. My mother was a wonderful cook and she
had a lovely dining room and . . . of course, business was good, awful
good then, because they had to get the old Pawnee plug train back and
forth to Taylorville every day. The C & A [Chicago and Alton] would run
to Springfield, so you had a way of going 'cause, it's horse and bugggy
days, you know, and things like that I can remember.

Q: This business that you're talking about, that your mother has, was
that a hotel as we know 1t?

A: That was a hotel, at that time. More of a boarding house in those
days——-they called everything boarding houses. I remember,--but she got
along fine because she knew everybody. Her folks had a big farm out here
north of Auburn and this was home for her, too, you kmow. Of course,
that's a long time ago.

Q: Was there a lot of boarders back in those days?

A: Yes, coal mine days, was all coal mines then. We had a mine up here,
the old shaft, you know, was worked over, Then we had the North Mine,
and then we had a mine that was called the Panther Creek, and out here
was South Mine, was all miners. Every man here worked in the mine,
Pretty near, you know., Those were the days, the coal mine days, you call
it. :

Q: Were there more than three mines in Auburn?
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A: There was that South Mine, as I said and then the Peanut one down
here at the edge of Auburn, by the railroad and then there was the North
Mine and then the Panther Creek Mine. There was four mines,

Q: I see. Do you remember some of these miners that lived at the boarding
house?

A: I'm trying to think now, oh, there was a lot of them. Now let me

see, well, the Solomons, the Solomon boys., They were the ones that had
the mine up north, way up north there you know, and that was considered
the best mine, the newest one., The others were all working, but then you
took a chance when you go down whether you'd come back up or not, (laughs)
I always have to laugh about it, and those poor miners, oh gosh, I don't
know how long . . .

My mother was here all that time and had the hotel and the fire come. We
lived in the house down in the east end and that she owned and when they
started rebuilding . . . this building was done two years later . . .
then she come back; still served meals and it was still coal mine days,
you know, All they had to do was either work in a coal mine or on a
farm, That was the settlement for Auburn.

Q: Did your mother always live in Auburn?

A: Well, yes, her folks had a farm right out north of Auburn here, out
by the Burtle's, you know, hooked on, and so my mother was really born in
the country on a farm. Everybody farmed as I say.

Q: What was your mother's maiden name?

A: Quinn, Q~U-I-N-N, It was a big family of them, too. Yes, I can
remember Grandma Quinn, but I never remembered my . . . I didn't remember
my grandpa cause he died. I was too young to even remember that, but I
remember Grandma Quinn,

Q: What are some of the remembrances that you have of your grandmother?

A: Well, now, let me think., Well, let me think of my grandmother,
becauge in those days they just put the dress on and the bonnet and they
wore the bonnets, you know. They'd drive into town, and they'd have a
hitching rack around where everybody hooked their horse. Those are gaod
days. And Grandma, she was--she had a daughter that was married and
lived out on the farm, too, you know, with her , ., ., I can remember that,
There's a whole family of them. All are dead and gone, you know,

]
Q: Is your grandmother from a large family? Did she have a lot of
children?

A: And now I couldn't answer that, I couldn't really answer, but my
mother and Mrs. Bremnen . . . let's see, I think there was eight kids,
brothers and sisters of the Quinns, finally got all married and went
away, Grandma had one of the daughters that never married and she had
one boy that never married, and they lived on the farm with her and they
did her farming., Yes, the Quinns, Everybody knew the Quinns around
here.
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Q: Do you remember any days when you would go out to the farm to visit?

A: Oh, pretty near every Sunday after church. I'd get to go back with
my aunt and uncle, and they'd always go to the same mass that we went to
at ten o'clock., And they'd always say on the Q.T.-~because my aunt and
my mother didn't get along very good, didn't settle any of the farm, y¢u
know, didn't do it right——and so they'd always say, "You think you'd want
to go home with us, do you think you could go?" And I'd say, "Well, I'd
ask my mom." And, oh, I was happy when I went to that farm, Jiminy
Christmas! Good sports, my aunt and uncle. They neither one married.
All that family, all the rest of them, married and had their families,
This aunt and my uncle were my favorite people,

I loved them better than any of them. Oh yes, when I go to church . . .
I wouldn't do church very well . . . looking over at my aunt and uncle
and then seeing if I was going out with them, up home. Buggy and horse,
you know. My mother would never raise the issue, She said, "Well,
that's all right you can go because you be right with company and all."
And, oh, did I like the doggone farm, too. They'd bring me home by six
o'clock at night.

Q: What did you do on the farm as a child--for fun?

A: Oh, help them gather eggs. You have to run around and find the eggs,
lot of them. And then I loved to see my aunt churn the milk--to make the
butter——and put it down in the well in buckets, I tell you when you
think about that, those are good days for us, you know. 1f we have to do
that now, we couldn't do it, no, we just couldn't do it. Well, that's
what I like,

Q: Did you play in the hayloft or was there a pond you could fish from?
A: Yes, I think there was a pond close there. My aunt and uncle were
good sports. They like to go down there and we'd fish a little, I like
all that stuff cause we never had any of that in town. And you'd go out
there and we'd just have a picnic. They were good sports. Those were
the good days. l
Q: What nationality was your grandparents? !
A: Irish, they were both Irish, all Irigh.

Q: What kind of education did they have in their day? Do you know?

A: Just the country school. Out about where Terry Groves is at, I think
that was the sachool right there, They didn't go in for a lot of educa;ion
in those days, you know. (laughs) Go to work, you know.

Q: How about your mother, did she go to school?

A: Not any more than the rest of them. No she went to--like I say third
grade or fourth grade or something like that.
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f Q: How old was she when she married?

A: Well, my mother first married when she was just eighteen, and she
married a man from Taylorville that was a wealthy farmer. He used to be
il a good friend to the family, and when he saw my mother . . . Why then,| of
] course, mothers talk a little, you know what I mean. He wanted her

i) mother to see, would she marry him? He was wealthy, you lknow, [from]

L Taylorville and had farms and . . . Oh, yes, they thought a lot of him.
b So she [was] talked into it cause she's too young to do it, though., I

' know, mother's always said you live and you learn.

R T Y

¢ She got married to him. And then they lived in Taylorville, and they had
two children., Then he was coming to town on a load of hay, and the
horses got in a runaway and threw him off and killed him instantly, I
can always hear my mother say that, then she came back home. The husband
had two sisters, and they wanted to adopt the little girl, The little
girl was just about two years old, and my mother, I know she hesitated,
says she [was] going to raise the boy. She intended to raise the girl

O cause they're [her] kids, but, I remember my mother saying that they came
3 over. They say, "Well, we've got plenty of money and we will see that

: she gets a good education, business college." So my mother finally give
! up. They would bring that girl over about once a week to see Mom, and

! they didn't want to break off that way. But she got a good business
education, she's done all right. She died, oh, I guess she's dead about
_ twenty years ago. I can't remember when she died, and she was brought

N back here for burial at Taylorville,

2 AR AR B B L

Q: Then your mother must have remarried?

A: Oh, she did, yes., And that's when she married Riehle then. His
brother and him run the tile yard down here; we used to have an old tile
yard. That employed a lot of men that didn't get down in the coal mine.
Then he met my mother, love at first sight, you know, but there wasn't no
comparison to my mother and father. My mother was so different, but my
father, he was quite a boozer. I can remember all their conversations
and all their fights, you know.

st
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Q: Was your father quite a bit older than your mother?

e AL e e s

No, they were just about the same age, I think,

Z

Q: How about her first husband, was he older since he was wealthy?

A: He was older. Yes, he had-~he was wealthy--I1 guess they still remember
him over in Taylorville, but it goes to show you how life is. You never
know from one hour to the next,

mea fnas S s E L SR vk L

Q: What nationality is your father?
i A: He was German.

Q: And did he come over from Germany, or did his parents come over fiom
‘ Germany?

SRR PN SRS A § B
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A: Yes, that's it, he came with his parents. I think he was born in
Indiana; it seems to me like it was Indiana. Then he came to Auburn,
because his brother run the tile yard, and he got a job there.

Q: Did you meet your grandparents on your father's side?
A: No, no, never did know them.

Q: Let's talk a little bit about your mother., How did she find out
about this business in Auburn?

A: Well, her first marriage, they lived about a year or so down in

louisiana, He was farmer, a good buyer, good everything and older than

she was. They had to live in a boarding house in those days. She was

always used to being on the farm and there was always something to do.

She told them one day after she was there awhile how she'd loved to learn

to cook like they do., They told her, "All right, we will teach you to

work in a kitchen." My mother has always said that's the reason she was
always a wonderful cook. She could make anything, because she grew up

with those people in the south that were good cooks and taught her everything.
My mother was a wonderful cook., And that's what she loved.

Q: How old was your mother when you were born?

A: Oh, I've got to think now., I'm trying to think how that was., Well,
I was born in 1900. She come back here, 1 think she must have been here
six or seven years, when she gets into this cooking business and then she
meets him, Hogan. She meets Hogan because he used to come over here, I
don't know how she said., Lots of time he would come over on Sunday,
cause he knew her folks so well, and he liked all the girls, cause there
was a big family of them Quinns, And he liked them. And they would have
a good day., The first time he saw my mother, my mother was seventeen
years old, and he was much older, but he had the money. And the family,
the folks always thought that [should] come first, never have to be poor
too much.

And they had two children, and Jose, no my brother--no, no, she was the
youngest. There were two years difference in their age. Harry, when he
died, he died from acute appendicitis. And he was only about twenty

years old, if he was that old. So you see it was kind of hard up always
for the people, wasn't there? Well, after she had this hotel built, she
was the happiest person, she said, in the world. Because it was something
that she had always wanted to do, but she learned all that cooking and

all that stuff all down in the south. The colored people, you know, [at]
the boarding house where they were. It's funny how things work out,

isn't it?

Q: What are some of the favorite things she cooked for you?

A: Oh, well, I don't know, just all you liked. My mother could just
cook anything.

Q: Did you have a favorite food, fried chicken or did you like her pies
best?
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A: I liked her ples, All kinds of ples. She was a special on that.

Oh, she could cook most anything. Well, I never was crazy about fried!
chicken like a lot of people were but we had plenty of fried chicken, : I
like liver with onions, But all the boarders, she had, she must of had
about twenty-five, She had a great big long table in that there north
side of the house there, It's an apartment now. She couldn't take cate
of them. Some of them had other places to live, [They] come and eat all
their meals and they packed the bucket and everything.

Q: I guess she got up early?
A: Yes, my mother always got up early. Five o'clock, five o'clock.
Q: TFinished one meal and started another, perhaps?

A: (laughs) Yes, oh, yes. A lot of them on the square, that had a
little business, Schutt was in with them, and they had a jewelry store,
I can always remember that., It was over where the printing office is.

If you want to buy any jewelry you could go over there, they could just
stock up. They both ate dinner every day, they didn't go home. They
come over and eat dinner here. Of course, you get dinner for fifty cents
then, you know.

Q: Did she fix three meals a day, then?

A: Oh, yes, yes, cause we have, she had about twenty that worked in the
mines, and they have to have breakfast, dinner, and supper and the buckets
packed you know, to go to work.

Q: And what time did breakfast take place?

A: Oh, I don't know. I never was up. But I guess six o'clock, I have
an idea. Cause they were all early risers, had to get to work you know,
mines and . . . '

Q: What kind of stove did she have to fix the foods?

A: A regular coal stove. A very big range, I can see that one in the
kitchen now,

Q: Did she have any help?

A: Oh, yes, she had two hired girls. Auburn girls, too, and one of them
stayed with us., Oh, I can remember. She was [a] DeHeve. Her mother
said she had to go to work when she was, I guess, about thirteen or
fourteen years old. So she come up and my mother give her a job. And,
oh, she was a wonderful girl. Her mother would get on a rampage and come
dom. She'd get mad and she'd say to her, "Well, I think I'll take you
home." She says, "I won't go. I'm making a little few dollars and I'm
with people. Not so much booze, then." Her mother was a bootlegger., And
Mary stayed with us until she got married, until she was about eighteen
years old or nineteen when she was married to the first guy, Clare. He
was a nice man., A young fellow, like her, a couple years older than her,
I think. And he stayed here and roomed and board all the time, workedpin
the coal mine.
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Q: What was the laundry like in those days?

A: Well, just a regular old washing machine. You had to turn them by
hand, you know. Oh, yes, I always remember we thought we was happy 1if we
had a washing machine. You would have to turn them and turn them and
wash the clothes. And outside was the toilets then in those days.
Nothing inside, didn't do that much yet, everything was on the outside.

Q: You must have needed a lot of clotheslines to hang that many sheets?

A: Yes, yes, she had two awful good girls that worked for them. This
Mary was one, and Rose, I never seen Rosie for years. I guess she be
dead now. Wouldn't even know who to ask. She and Mary worked for my
mother and they'd wait on tables and mother did all the cooking. I think
about it, oh my God, if I had done something like that, I'd . . . (laughs)

Q: Was your mother in pretty good health?

A: Well, she had high blood pressure, high blood pressure. And when she
got bad, she was doctoring for the medicine for the high blood pressure.
But she finally had a stroke. She was only sixty-seven years old.

Q: When did you start to help in the hotel?

A: Well, I have to go to school. And then I would have to help with
supper. I have to always help the girls [with] supper [and] carry out
the dirty dishes from the dining room, you know, no convenience of any
kind, After school, I would come home . . . and they eat dinner about
five o'clock . . . got home from mine and washed up.

Q: Wwhat kind of clothing did women wear in her day?

A: Well, all I can remember, other than they wore the skirt and a blouse.
Everything was tucked in, you know, then another big, great big apron on
top of that, you know., And then, when Grandma would come in, she wore
like a dunkard bonnet. I know she wore a lot of brown, and she had a
brown skirt and a brown blouse on, or either all made together, and that
little dinky bonnet. I can see her tying up that horse at the hitching
rack, everything was buggy and horses, you know, and those were good

days., I can remember we had lots of fum,

Q: Did you have a horse?

A: No, T never had a horse, But as my brother grew up, older--my dad
was a farmer-—-and that's where he liked to be out on the farm, where the
horses were and the hogs. [My brother] hated school, I can remember.
He'd start to school, and he never make it., He sidetrack and go to the
farm, We had a good laugh about it when I was up there last summer far
awhile, For God's sake, the way that truant officer would come to Mo

and say, "Well, Mrs. Riehle, he wasn't in school again today.”" He lodt a
lot of education because he didn't like school and turned out wonderfuyl,
you know. He's handy and can do all kinds of things,
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Q: How much older is your brother than you?

A: About two years, Two years difference in our age. He usually comes
down every summer but he feels bad. He got kind of a heart conditionm,
and his wife has a cataract operation., They always used to drive dowm,
but this is the first year in a long time they missed coming. Just not
able to, you know. Well, I was up there and saw them last summer.

Q: What kind of activities did you have when you were a child? What was
some fun things you did?

A: Well, roller skating. We had roller skates and the only good sidewalks
was the ones in the cemetery and that would be what we would have to do.
Go like the devil on roller skates. Then, when we'd play at home, we'd
play in the backyard~-run, sheep, run--all that stuff, kid games, you
know. (laughs) We used to laugh. We had good times. We had two or
three nice big cherry trees out there and on Saturday, some of the gang
would say, "Well, we're going to have a show this afternoon." Have them
in the backyard and some of them, different ones, would want to jump .out
of the trees, catch them in a piece of canvas, an old quilt, or somethfng
to show. We used to laugh. Maybe five toothpicks or something like that
for the tickets, you know, You'd have to get in, and every Saturday
they'd have to get another, a different one, the cost of the ticket fof
the high dive business, out of the trees. We didn't have any toys much,
cause everybody was kind of poor.

Q: What about dolls?
A: Oh, yes, we had old rag dolls.
Q: Did you ever have paper dolls?

A: Well, I can't remember. I can't remember that, I know that we [had]
the old rag dolls with the yarn sticking down there for ears.

Q: What kind of celebrations did you have when you were a very young
girl?

A: Well, well, lots of times people go out to Irvins Park. They'd have

a picnic. Irvins Parks was very popular thing for Auburn, That's a
landmark too, Always will be, I guess., That's where the Studebaker's
farm is, you know, out in there. Yes, Well, now, there's two of the
Studebaker girls. Maybe you know them, and maybe you don't. One of them
is married to the MacMurdo, that has the cancer, now she was a Studebaker
girl, They lived out there. '

Q: What did you do at this park?

A: Oh, it was just like games, And then they had a kind of a little
pond out there where you could get in and wade a little bit, wade around
you know. Oh, yes, you know, it seems like--and then we used to play
mumble peg. It's a hand mumble peg.
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Q: Were there any dances?

A: Oh, they'd have dances, yes. Most of the time that place out there
had a dance on Saturday night. Going to drive out there, wouldn't be any
distance, you know. That was Irvin Park Recreation.

Q: What kind of music did they play?

A: Well, I remember one fellow that played a violin, and they had drums,
some of that stuff still kind of hangs on.

Q: Was it hoe-down type music? Square dancing?

A: Yes, they loved that. All that square dancing, yes. That Irvins
Park was a good place. Go out there, and take the picnic lunches., Stay
all day and have a good time. So it wasn't too awful bad. I got a
sample of everything, don't I? Now let's see, and then that place 1s out
there by Studebaker's, that was a schoolhouse there. And then all these
years they convert it and what have they got there now? I've always
wondered.

Q: I don't know. Why don't we take a drive out there some day and you
can kind of tell me how it was?

A: Do you know the Studebaker girls? Did you know them?

Q: I know Mrs. MacMurdo.

A: Yes, she 18 a good one to talk to. She would probably give you a
little better points like that. I know that they condemmed the big barm
out there, and always sald that was a landmark, you know, But it was
getting dangerous, you could see 1t swaying. She said, "Oh, no, I just
can't stand to see that landmark destroyed." But finally they got it

dowm., It took it about a year ago but they got it, I know just how she
feels.

Q: Do you ever remember going to any movies?

A: Oh, we had an old nickelodeon show. Oh, yes, it cost a nickel to go.
We had a show house between\Nichol's gtore, 0l1d movies, you know,

Minnie Faust had one over on the south side,

Q: Two movies?

A: Two movies, yes. Cost a nickel to go, I can remember, Everybody
would be there.

Q: Did you have popcorn?

A: Oh, yes, Charlie White would have the popcorn wagon and he would
wheel it around the town. A nickel a sack of popcorn.

Q: Were fhey gllent movies? Or did they have sound then?


















































































































































































